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HERALD
Serving Oklee - Plummer - Brooks - Red Lake Falls

A retirement party for Red Lake County Commissioner, 
Ron Weiss, was held on Thursday January 9th. Ron served 
as County Commissioner from 2001-2024.

Oklee Moonlighters hosted snowmobile safety training last Saturday. Those attending from left to right: Braylee 
Lundeen,  Lola Hendrickson, Maci Magnell, Kinsley Halvorson, Davis Nelson, Levi Morinville, Connor Nelson. 

On Thursday, January 9th 
a retirement party was held 
for Ron Weiss. Ron has served 
as Red Lake County Commis-
sioner for 24 years. Ron and his 
wife Sharon married in 1989 
and raised their family in Red 
Lake County. They have three 

daughters Kristen, Shelby, 
Sara, and one son Matt. Ron’s 
dedication to Red Lake County 
and the Board of Commission-
ers will be missed! A sincere 
congratulations on your retire-
ment from this position, Ron! 

Enjoy!

Pictured L to R: Sharon Weiss, Archie Brumwell, Ron Weiss, Sara Weiss, Dexter Brumwell, Kristen Brumwell, 
Shelby Knott, Athea Brumwell, and Nathan Knott. Not pictured, son, Matt Weiss.

County Commissioner Ron Weiss retires after 23 years of service

On Tuesday, January 7th, the elected commissioners 
were sworn in by the Court Operations Associate,Chelsea 
McGlynn. New to the board of commissioners were Andy 
Moran and re-elected Tony Gerardy who were given the 
oath of office.

The Red Lake County Commissioners met on January 7th for their organization meeting. Pictured from left to 
right is Tony Gerardy, Andy Moran, "Chuck" Flage, Chairman of the board, Allen Remick and Eric Mickelson, vice 
chairman. The Commissoners meeting is held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month and begins at 10 a.m

Pictured: Going over our Pre-ride Safety Check.

We had a perfect day 
yesterday for snowmo-
bile safety training! We 
certified 7 students so 
they are set for some 
snowmobile adventures. 
This group was great, 
everyone participated 
and shared during the 
classroom portion and 
were excited for the 
outside riding. Thank 
you to the parents for 
acknowledging the im-
portance of this training 
when you are young. And 
we even received a little 
bit of snow!

Oklee Moonlighter's Snowmobile Club Training was held January 11th
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OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Okleelutheran.org

Sun, Jan. 19: No SS at both 
Churches.10:30 am. Joint Wor-
ship at Salem. Annual meeting 
to follow.

Wed, Jan. 22: 7:00 p.m. 
Confirmation at Salem & Zion.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Bryan Kujawa

Sunday: 8am St. Frances 
– Oklee; 10:15am  – Grygla. 
12pm – Goodridge.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Saturday: 5:30pm St. Jo-
seph – RLF.

Sunday: 8am – Brooks. 10 
am St. Joseph – RLF.	

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Sun, Jan. 19: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Immanuel. 10:30 
a.m. Worship at Bethany. 6 
p.m. Worship at Ebenezer.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Bethany–Ekelund–Faith
Sun, Jan. 19: Ekelund: 8 

a.m. Worship, 9 a.m. Sunday 
School. Bethany: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School. Faith: 11:00 a.m. Wor-
ship followed annual meeting 
& potluck.

Mon, Jan. 20:  9 a.m. Faith 
Mission-Quilting. 

Tue, Jan. 21: 9:30 a.m. 
Shalom Circle.

Wed. Jan. 22: Release 
Time/Confirmation Classes.

O44C

our future will look much 
brighter if you have a 

Individual Retirement Account.

Come in and visit with us. 
We’d like to explain all the 

advantages of having an IRA.

Y

E&J GROCERY
101 Main St. • Oklee, MN • 218-796-5168

Meat • Produce • Health and Beauty 
• Greeting Cards • Beer, Wine and Liquor • WIC & Food Stamps

SHOP ONLINE AT: http://masonbros.com/weeklyads/ej-grocery-wine-spirits/

Wine & SpiritsWine & Spirits

WE DO IN-TOWN DELIVERIES!
ORDER MONDAY FOR TUESDAY DELIVERIES

This project is made possible in part, under the Federal Older American's Act through a 
grant with the NWRDC under an area plan approved by the Minnesota Board on Aging.
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CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri

Pastor Jeffrey Merseth
Wed, Jan. 15: 5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday School. 6:30 Ves-
pers. 

Sun, Jan. 19: 9:45 a.m. 
Nazareth Worship followed 
by annual meeting/dinner. 
St. Petri/Annual Meeting and 
Meal. Livestream at St. Petri 
and Oak Park, Oak Park SS 
at 8:45 a.m.

Wed, Jan. 22: 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday School. 6:30 Ves-
pers. 

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, Lay Minister

Sun, Jan. 19: No 9 a.m. 
Worship. 10:30 a.m. Lund 
Worship with Annual Meeting 
after service.

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LaBon, Pastor

Tyler Stynsberg, YPastor
www.newjourneyfosston.com

Sunday: 9am Sunday 
School. 10 am Worship. 

Tuesday: 9:30am Ladies 
Bible Devotions.

Wednesday: 6:30pm Youth 
Group. 

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Interim Pastor

Sunday: 9:30am Sunday 
School. 10:30am Worship.

Deadline: 
Fridays at noon!

Red Lake County Sheriff
www.facebook.com/RedLakeCounty/

LR/eagle/Herald/Times
4

ATTENTION
Red lake County Small Business And 

Potential Startup Enterprises
The Red Lake County Economic Development Corporation 

can help you start your own business or expand an existing 
one. We are here to assist with a ten (10) year loan for an 
amount up to $30,000 at 2% APR. The business must be 
located in Red Lake County. 
For more information, please contact one of the Red Lake 

County Economic Development Board Members: Allen Bertilrud 
218-684-1315, Dave Ste. Marie 218-686-4019, Kelsey Gervais 
218-686-5114 or email rlcedc@yahoo.com. O42-41C (2xmo.)

Tri-Valley Public 
Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available. Allowing for a safe 
and convenient method of 
transportation. All of our buses 
are handicapped accessible and 
lift-equipped. All of our drivers 
are trained and certified.

To reserve a seat, please 
call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater County stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednes-
day – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

O46TFC

 Sudoku Solution

Giving 
away 
Piano 

The Oklee Senior 
Site is giving this piano. 
If you are interested in 
it, please contact:

Bonny Cote
612-840-9401

O
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On the afternoon of 01/04/25, 
Wyatt James Sauve (25) of Red 
Lake Falls died in a single-ve-
hicle crash in Louisville Town-
ship.  Mr. Sauve was driving a 
2018 Chevy Malibu, eastbound 
on CR. #13, approximately ½ 
mile west of its intersection 
with CR. #9, approximately 6 
miles northwest of Red Lake 
Falls.  The vehicle left the road-
way, entered the south ditch, 
and rolled several times.  A Red 
Lake County deputy, the Red 
Lake Falls Ambulance, the Red 
Lake Falls Fire Department 
and Minnesota State Patrol 
responded to the scene. Mr. 
Sauve was ejected from the 
vehicle, and he was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The vehicle 
was totally damaged and was 
towed from the scene.  The Min-
nesota State Patrol is assisting 
with the crash investigation 
which remains ongoing. 

On the afternoon of 01/05/25, 
the Red Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report of a 
vehicle backing into another 
vehicle that was parked and 
unoccupied at the Clearwater 
Apartment’s parking lot in 
Red Lake Falls. There were no 
injuries and just minor damage 
to the vehicles was reported.  
A crash report was completed 
by a Red Lake County deputy 
and copies were given to the 
owners.  

On 01/06/25, a formal 
criminal complaint was filed, 
charging Stephanie Michele 
Nipp (56) of Great Falls, MT 
with felony theft and felony 
receiving stolen property. The 
criminal complaint alleges Ms. 
Nipp created a fraudulent ac-
count, impersonating another 
business, and swindled the 
Red Lake County Co-op out 
of over $570,000. The funds 
were illegally wired to her 
bank account in the summer 
of 2024. The Minnesota Bureau 
of Criminal Apprehension and 

the Red Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office worked together on 
this investigation. Ms. Nipp 
was arrested by the Cascade 
County Sheriff’s Office, and 
she is currently incarcerat-
ed in Great Falls, MT. Red 
Lake County is working with 
Montana authorities to get 
her back to Minnesota to face 
these charges.      

In the early morning hours 
of 01/07/25, Red Lake County 
deputies responded to a report 
of a disturbance at a Red Lake 
Falls residence. They discov-
ered that two individuals were 
having a verbal dispute over 
the custody of their shared 
child. It was determined that 
no crimes had been committed, 
and they provided assistance 
with the custody exchange and 
counseled the parties involved.  

On  the  a f ternoon  o f 
01/08/25, Janelle Rose Rude 
(44) of Plummer was arrested 
in Red Lake Falls for violating 
the terms of her supervised 
probation. She was taken to 
jail in Crookston by a Red 
Lake County deputy.  

On the afternoon of 01/09/25, 
an individual reported a theft 
of property from a Red Lake 
Falls residence. That investi-
gation is ongoing.  

In the early morning hours 
of 01/10/25, an individual re-
ported they had gotten stuck 
in the ditch, along 150th Ave. in 
Terrebonne Township. A Red 
Lake County deputy responded 
to the scene and found that a 
box truck, which was pulling 
a car on a trailer was partially 
in the ditch. The owner/driver 
of the vehicle was given a ride 
to Paradise Falls Motel in Red 
Lake Falls so they could get 
a room for the night. He was 
given instructions to contact a 
towing company to assist with 
removing the vehicle later in 
the day.   

During the course of the 
week several vehicles were 
ticketed for violating the city of 
Red Lake Falls’ winter parking 
ordinance on Main Ave.   

Mitch Bernstein, Red Lake 
County Sheriff:  01/10/25

Quin County 
CHS Meeting

The Quin County CHS 
Board & Advisory Committee 
will meet on Monday, January 
20, 2025 at 1:00pm at North-
land Community & Technical 
College in Thief River Falls

Orin Weber shoots during a 4th grade boys game Sat-
urday in Oklee.

3rd Grade Boys Team: Shane Ellefson, Kameron 
Munger, Korby Olson, Brody Remick, Evan Pahlen, Nick 
Majeres, Kayden Fish, Patrick Weber.

Red Lake County 
Herald Office Hours

Bonny is in the office on 
Mondays from 10 am until 4 pm. 
Deadlines for items in the paper is 
on Fridays by Noon. Bonny is in 
the office some Fridays, but please 
call to check before coming in. If 
you need to get a hold of Bonny 
when she is not in the office, please 
call 612-840-9401 or email her at: 
okleeherald@gmail.com.

Eric Mickelson is the reporter 
for the RLC Herald. If you have a 
story or idea to share, call Eric @ 
218-791-9157. You can also email 
Eric at okleeherald@gmail.com.

4

Protecting What Matters 
Most - From Your Farm 
to Your Family.
Trusted. Local. Committed. 
Your Reliable Insurance Partner since 2001

At Jay 
Swanson 

Agency, 
we know 

our community 
because we’re 

part of it. From 
protecting your farm 

to securing your family’s 
future, Steve and our team 

offer personalized insurance 
solutions you can count on. We 

don’t just provide insurance, we 
offer honest advice and peace of 

mind—no tricks, just trust. Ready for 
coverage that understands your needs? 

Let’s talk. Get in touch with Steve at (218) 
689-4062 or at 218-681-6443 at our Thief River 
Falls office. We look forward to connecting 
with you and becoming your trusted insurance 
partner.”

Steve Dahlen, Agent

223 East 3rd Street
Thief River Falls, MN 56701

P: 218-681-6443
C: 218-689-4062 G
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RLCC Menus
January 20 - 24
Oklee

Monday: No School
Tuesday: Breakfast: Bis-

cuit w/Gravy, Cereal, Fruit, 
Juice and Milk. Lunch: Pulled 
Pork or BBQ Chicken, Baked 
Beans, Chips, Fruit, and Milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast: 
Bagel Bites, Cereal, Fruit, 
Juice, and Milk. Lunch: Chick-
en Strips, Rice Pilaf, Vegeta-
bles, Donut Holes, Fruit, and 
Milk.

Thursday: Breakfast:  
Pancake on a Stick, Syrup, 
Cereal, Fruit, Juice and Milk. 
Lunch: Quesadilla, Lettuce 
Salad, Fresh Vegetables, Fruit, 
and Milk.

Friday: Breakfast: Cinna-
mon Roll, Cereal, Fruit, Juice, 
and Milk. Lunch: Tomato 
Soup, Grilled Cheese, Fresh 
Vegetables, Fruit, and Milk.

Plummer
Monday: No School.
Tuesday:  Breakfast : 

Breakfast Pizza, Fruit, Juice 
and Milk. Lunch: Chili, Crack-
ers, Carrots, Fruit and Milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast: 
French Toast, Boiled Egg,   
Fruit, Juice and Milk. Lunch:  
Chicken Alfredo, Garlic Bread, 
Salad, Fruit and Milk.

Thursday: Breakfast: 
Pancake on a Stick, Fruit, 
Juice and Milk. Lunch: Riblet 
on a Bun, Baked Beans, Green 
Beans, Fruit and Milk.

Friday: Breakfast: Muffin 
Variety, Cereal, Fruit, Juice 
and Milk. Lunch: Fish  w/
Bun, Au Gratin Potatoes, Peas, 
Fruit and Milk.

RLCC Sports 
Schedules

Schedules subject to 
changes - please check the 
school web site at https://
www.rlcc2906.org/

Mustang
stampede

RLCC Mustang 
Girls Basketball

Fri, Jan. 17:
JH Game 4:30PM 	

Win-E-Mac @ RLCC HS
JV Game 6:00PM
Varsity 7:30PM 	

Climax-Fisher @ RLCC 
HS

Mon, Jan. 20: 
Girls JV 6:00PM
Varsity 7:30PM 	

BGMR (Badger/Green-
bush/Middle River) @ Red 
Lake County Central HS

Tue, Jan 21: 
Girls JH 4:30PM 	

Away vs. Sacred Heart 
High School @ Sacred 
Heart High School

Thu, Jan 23: 
Girls JH 4:30PM 	

Clearbrook-Gonvick Bears 
@ Red Lake County Cen-
tral High School

 JV Game 6:00PM
Varsity Game	7:30PM 	

Stephen-Argyle Central 
Storm @ RLCC HS

Boys Basketball
Schedule

Thu, Jan 16:
Boys JH 4:30PM 	

RLC  vs. Fertile-Beltrami 
@ Fertile-Beltrami High 
School

Boys C 5:00PM
Boys JV 6:00PM 
Boys Varsity 7:30PM 	

RLC Basketball  vs . 
Crookston @ Red Lake 
Falls High School

Mon, Jan. 20: 
JH Game 4:30PM 	

RLC vs. Win-E-Mac @ 	
Red Lake Falls Elemen-
tary

Boys C 5:00PM
JV Game 6:00PM
Varsity 7:30 p.m.
RLC vs. Thief River 

Falls @ Lincoln High - 
TRF

Tue, Jan 21: 
Boys C 5:00PM
JV Game 6:00PM 
Varsity 7:30PM 
RLC Basketball vs. 

Kittson County Central 	
Red Lake Falls High 
School.	  

Thu, Jan 23: 
Boys JV 5:30PM 
Varsity 7:00PM 	

RLC Basketball vs. Ro-
seau @ Roseau High 
School

MEET THE KINDERGARTEN
OF RED LAKE COUNTY CENTRAL

Addison Gunderson
Parents: Teri & Jordin
Siblings: None.
What does your Mom do 

for a living? She cleans the 
house. She works in Thief River 
at Digi-Key.

What does your Dad do 
for a living? He works as a 
cop an catches bad guys.

What do you want to be 
when you grow up? A doctor.

Favorite Movie: Inside 
Out 2

Favorite Food: Pizza.
Favorite School Activity: 

Write.
Favorite Color: Blue.
Favorite Toy: A beet truck.
Favorite Sport: Wrestling. 
Anything else you'd like 

people to know about you? 
I'm nice because I like to be 
nice. I like to pick up people 
when they fall on the ice.

Adeline Jenson
Parents: Kyle & Caroline.
Siblings: Layne.
What does your Mom 

do for a living? Works at 
Digi-Key like my Grandma. 
She carries boxes.

What does your Dad do 
for a living? Works on trains. 
He fixes them.

What do you want to 
be when you grow up? A 
Teacher.

Favorite Movie: Lion 
King.

Favorite Food: Tacos. I 
like black olives on them.

Favorite School Activity: 
Phy Ed.

Favorite Color: Pink & 
Purple.

Favorite Toy: Barbie dolls.
Favorite Sport: Basket-

ball. 
Anything else you'd like 

people to know about you? 
I like my hair. When my mom 
brushes it, it gets so beautiful.

Mrs. Krista Bernstein and the Red Lake County High School Choir Presented “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas on December 18th, 2024. 
Audience members were treated to a fun evening that warmed the hearts of all! 

Ruben Osborn, senior, played a solo with his bass guitar 
during the song Silent Night.

Hannah Dudycha surprises the crowd with one last song, “All I Want for Christmas 
is You” with backup singers Quinn Graves, Alexa Chervestad, Gracyn Kvsager, and 
Peyton Williams later to be joined with the rest of the choir.

Choir Members tugged at the audience members’ hearts with the beautiful candle-
light and beautiful voices.

Red Lake County High School Choir Concert

5th Grade Girls: Back- Adeline Wichterman, Fern Wichterman, Ruby Kruchowski, 
Claire Whalen. Front-Jaylee Gagner, Braylee Lundeen, Avaeya Vettleson, Ansley Brekke.

Gwenyth Nelson (4th grade girls) steals the ball and 
goes for the basket during Snowflake games on Oklee.
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Senior Site News & Other Things
Bonny Cote, Treasurer - Acting Secretary

SAIL Classes 
Ever wonder what SAIL 

stands for? It is "Stay Active 
and Independent for Life.

Jo Lambert or Carol Kvasag-
er do a wonderful job of leading 
the group on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Oklee Com-
munity Center at 10 a.m. 

*****
Dates To Remember 
Wednesday: Cards at 1:30 

p.m. 
Presently Hand and Foot is 

being played. Hand & Foot is 
a 1 deck per person game that 
is played with a hand and foot 
and it played by teams of 2 
or 3 people. The object of the 
game is to be first to get rid 
of all you cards. 

If you are interested in 

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe  218-465-4402

seeing who the game is played, 
stop by on Wednesday after-
noon.

Presently the card crew is 
looking for subs. They will as-
sist in teaching you how to play. 

It is an afternoon filled with 
laughter and fun.

*****
Senior Site Meeting
The Senior Site meeting was 

held on January 2nd. The new 
site is coming along. Window 
shades are being hemmed, the 
book shelves have been moved 
in the room. A long table has 
been set up for future potlucks. 
There are still some things to 
be decided on, what to keep 
and what to get rid of. A thank 
you to Derek and Ben for all 
their help moving the site was 

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Who’s Dat?

Who’s Dat?
This week's photo is of a 

winner of a puzzle at the Red 
Lake County Fair.

Last Week's photo was of a 
group of Basketball cheerlead-
ers from RLCC: Mickey Tou-
gas, Cynthia Raiter, Lindsay 
Hegge, Laura Sparley, Dede 
Vettlson, and Kathy Berberich. 

This is one of most popu-
lar columns of the Red Lake 
County Herald. Remember that 
photos from the 80s are now 
40+ years old.

I am always in need of more 
photos - School days, church 
events, sports, etc. From any-
where in the area - Brooks, 
Plummer, Red Lake Falls, 
Oklee, send or email in a photo 
and description.

If you email a photo, please 

scan at 300 dpi (high quality) 
if you can. You can email to 
okleeherald@gmail.com. 

If you mail a photo to the 
Oklee Herald office, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped 
envelope so the photos can be 
returned. Mail  them to: Red 
Lake County Herald, PO Box 
9, Oklee MN 56742.  

Or stop by the office and I 
will scan your photo(s) while 
you wait.

discussed and approved. 
*****

Someone has written these 
beautiful words. Must read 
and try to understand the deep 
meaning of it. They are like the 
ten commandments to follow in 
life all the time.

1. Prayer is not a "spare 
wheel" that you pull out when 
in trouble, but it is a "steering 
wheel" that directs the right 
path throughout.

2. So why is a car's wind-
shield so large and the rear 
view mirror so small?

Because our past is not as 
important as our future. So, 
look ahead and move on.

3. Friendship is like a book. 
It takes few seconds to burn, 
but it takes years to write.

4. All things in life are tem-
porary. If it's going well, enjoy 
it, that won't last long. If it's 
going badly, don't worry, that 
won't last long either.

5.Old friends are gold! New 
friends are diamonds! If you 
get a diamond, don't forget 
the gold! Because to hold a 
diamond, you always need a 
base of gold!

6. Often when we lose hope 
and think this is the end, God 
smiles from above and says, 
"Relax, sweetheart, it's just a 
bend, not the end!"

7. When God solves your 
problems, you have faith in 
His abilities; when God doesn't 
solve your problems, He has 
faith in your abilities.

8. A blind person asked St. 
Anthony, "Can there be any-
thing worse than losing eye 
sight?" He replied, "Yes, losing 
your vision!"

9.When you pray for others, 
God listens to you and blesses 
them; sometimes, when you are 
safe and happy, remember that 
someone has prayed for you.

10. Worrying does not take 
away tomorrow's troubles, it 
takes away today's peace.

Mail us a check to:
OKLEE HERALD

PO Box 9
Oklee, MN 56742 

or call: 218-796-5181

to the

www.TriCoCanary.com

Red Lake 
County Herald

Don’t Miss Out 
On the Latest 

Information of Your 
Kids in Their School 

Activities

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

 YES, I would like to order a subscription.

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ________________________State:______Zip: ___________

Phone:  _______________________________________________

Please check appropriate box:
 1 yr. in-county      1 yr. out-of-county

 6 mo. in-county    6 mo. out-of-county

 I would also like the online subscription for free with my 
     purchase of the Oklee Herald.
 Email address: ________________________________________

$35 (yr.) 
in trade area - Red 

Lake, East Polk 
& Pennington 

Counties
$45 (yr.) 

out of trade area
$25 (6 months) 

in trade area
$29 (6 months) 
out of trade area

$40 (yr.) for 
snowbirds - chg. of 

address

Note: If you just want an online 
subscription you can register and 
pay online or call 218-487-5225. 

Cost for online is ONLY $25!



START DATE
____________

Oklee Senior
Meals on Wheels

NSI Menu
January 20-24
Oklee Meals on Wheels 

Nutrition Services Inc (NSI) is 
the new service offering Senior 
Meals/Meals on Wheels. They 
are available for Home Deliv-
ery, Monday-Friday. Please 
call Carolyn at the RLF NSI 
Kitchen the day before, by 12 
noon at 218-253-4454. 

NSI provides this service in 
part under the Federal Older 
Americans Act through a con-
tract with NWRDC under an 
area plan approved by the MN 
Board on Aging.

Mon: Country Fried Steak, 
Mashed Potato, Gravy, Beets, 
Cookie, 1% Milk.

Tue: BBQ Chicken Breast, 
Baked Sweet Potato, Green 
Beans, Spice Cake, 1% Milk.

Wed: Roast Beef, Mashed 
Potatoes, Gravy, Carrots, 
Sherbert, 1% Milk.

Thu: Swiss Steak, Baked 
Potato, Garden Salad/Dressing, 
Choc. Pie Square, 1% Milk.

Fri: Chicken Gravy Over 
Biscuit, Corn, Fruit Juice, Rice 
Krispy Bar,  1% Milk.

Oklee Herald Early Files

Left: 10 years ago: New 
council persons include 
Kaye Munt and Mayor 
George Burthwick. Lori 
Melby was also re-elected 
but not pictured.

80 Years Ago
January 18, 1945
We have been informed 

that two local Navy men have 
been promoted from Ensign 
to the rank of Lieutenant 
Junior Grade. They are Wil-
lard K. Lindquist, son of Mrs. 
A. Lindquist and Gerald B. 
Strande, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nels Strande.

Two groups of men leave 
for induction to the service. 
The first group leaves January 
23rd: Dona Gagner, John F. 
Lee, Earl B. Swenson, Xavier 
Robidoux, Orlo Lintvet, and 
WIllard Riel. The second group 
leaves January 28th: Edward 
Kapler, Robert Lerohl. Robert 
Bluemke, Goodwin Larson, 
George Gross, Everill Mercil. 
They volunteered for immedi-
ate induction.

70 Years Ago
January 20, 1955
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Nelson 

of Oklee, announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Elaine, 
to Russell Rux, son of Mrs. 
Agnes Rux of Thief River Falls.

Lynn Allen, infant son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Marvin Burman was 
baptized at the Salem Church 
on Sunday.

A 6 pound, 15 ½ ounce 
baby was born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Arnold Stenberg of Oklee, on 
January 18th, at Northwestern 

Hospital in Thief River Falls.
60 Years Ago
January 21, 1965
Charles Lessard of Brooks 

announced the engagement 
of his daughter Yvonne to 
Milford Gustafson, of South 
Milwaukee, son of Mr. Milford 
Gustafson and Mrs. Leland 
Saga of Mentor.

“Delusion” a one act play, 
written, produced, and di-
rected by Richard Norquist 
of Oklee, won first place in 
the sub-district contest in the 
Oklee School auditorium on 
Wednesday. Norquist, also an 
actor, is the star of the “Big 
Louie” series.

50 Years Ago
January 16th, 1975
Last Friday night the first 

major storm hit the community 
of Oklee and the entire state of 
Minnesota. While the snowfall 
was limited to 6 or 7 inches, 
the gale force winds and below 
zero temperatures  made travel 
nearly impossible.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Mandt 
entertained Friday evening 
at Third Base. Their em-
ployees and themselves were 
unfortunately stranded for 
several days there during the 
snowstorm.

40 Years Ago
January 16,1985
Idella Peterson had many 

friends and family to help her 
celebrate her 80th birthday on 
Monday. 

Ray Lessard, who lives near 
Oklee, has been appointed to 
serve a three year term as 
Red Lake County Extension 
Committee Member.

30 Years Ago
January 25, 1995
Jim and Carol Chaput are 

hosting a foreign exchange stu-
dent this year, Milan Vossen, 
from Holland is now living 
with them and attending Oklee 
High School.

A birthday party was held 
on Saturday for cousins, Mal-
lory Gerardy, age 6, and Tricia 
Willett, age 14, at the home of 
Tony and Sheila Gerardy.

A baby boy, Gus Roy, was 
born to Ross and Melissa 
Bruggeman on November 16th.

20 Years Ago
January 20, 2005
New members of Oklee’s 

City Council are Mayor Clay 
Haugen, and Council persons, 
Jim Dulka and Wandy Wright.

Two locomotives derailed 
in Gully on Sunday, January 
16th. The derailment took 
place at the County Road 2 
crossing in Gully. The locomo-
tives were not tipped over and 
snow depth was too deep and 
lifted the train off the tracks.

It is cold outside but we 
do know it is wintertime, so 
we can’t expect it to be shirt 
sleeve weather. We also have 
a few inches of new snow that 
fell over Saturday and Sunday.  
It is fluffy and will blow easily 
if the wind should blow. So far 
we have dodged the bullet of 
really cold and blustery winter 
weather so it is going to happen 
sooner or later. 

The football games are near-
ly in the bag for the year. Our 
favorites lost in the playoffs, 
both mine and yours lost so 
nobody can thumb their noses 
at each other, this year. 

There have been raging 
wildfires in the Los Angeles 
s area for the past week. It 
seemed like the same old 
news when it started, but it 
grew to horrible proportions 
as the days went on, and it is 
not concluded yet. Already the 
political chopping has begun. 
I mean the blame game. This 
is my opinion, but blaming 
someone for this one is fruit-
less. The biggest blame is in 
the wind that blew up to 140 
mph without any rain.  It 
sustained at 100mph which is 
like a blow torch of fire being 
pushed across the area. Now 
who can stop the wind? So we 
must blame someone for what 

has happened? I think we need 
to stop the flames before we 
start to blame a person or policy 
that caused the fire.  Maybe 
the first spark is to blame. Did 
anyone think of that? It is easy 
to jump on the first horse in the 
corral and blame him for the 
problem, but that is so fruitless 
and wastes so much energy and 
time not solving the problem.  
My heart and prayers go out 
to all those who are suffering 
from this tragedy, and I hope 
they stop the fires soon.  

It wasn’t that long ago that 
we experienced a 100 mph wind 
in our area, and had that been 
pushing fire along with it we 
would have had a similar result 
in fire taking its toll.  

I pray that we do not have 
the same tragedy here as they 
had in California. But please 
if something like this happens 
don’t do the blame game. Look 
for solving the problem instead.  
And maybe think forward, if 
there is a threat, look for solu-
tions because of the weather 
changes today. Maybe looking 
for solutions would be a better 
use of our time, before the bad 
happens to us.  

That is the end of my sermon 
the news is good we are just 
cold here right now. Have a 
good week.   

10 years ago  -  January 28, 2015  - Pictures below

On January 5th, Sunday 
evening, the Plummer Legion 
Auxiliary had their after New 
Year's supper made by DeeAnn 
Eskeli. It was a delicious meal 
of meatballs, mashed potatoes, 
and gravy, corn and dinner roll. 
For dessert we had brownies 
and ice cream. There was a 
good turnout. IT was for both 
Legion and Auxiliary members.

On Monday evening, the 
6th, Tri River Pioneer mem-
bers met at the museum at 7 
p.m. Special t-shirts and sweat 

shirts cam be ordered. There 
also will be a coloring contest of 
tractors for kids. Raffle tickets 
will be sold for a gun and cash 
prizes also. They discussed 
the cost from last year for the 
soybeans.

On Thursday, Karen Tvedt, 
Anne Traxler, Anna DeHate 
and Alice Jobe enjoyed dinner 
at at Carols Cozy's in Brooks. 
They had a broasted pork chop 
dinner with dessert.

Two of the neighbor boys 
went snowmobiling early in the 
week south of my place. There's 
not much snow which must be 
a disappointment to many. Up 
north, they have more snow.

Stay well and be careful 
outside on steps and ice.

Four generations were caught in this picture. Great Grandparents Larry and Jeanie 
O'Neill with their daughter Lori(O'Neill)Melby and her son Doug Melby. Lori is holding 
her twin grandchildren Mya and Everly.


