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Big Wheels, Bigger Smiles for 
Head Start and ECFE family event

Oklee Man Dies in attack 
outside of Digi-Key in 

Thief River Falls

RLCC High School 
Choir will present 

Disney Classics

Charges have been filed 
against Thief River Falls man 
in the death of Steven Opdahl 
of Oklee (MN) earlier this week. 
Opdahl’s body was discovered 
outside the Digi-Key Corpora-
tion last Tuesday night.

The criminal complaint 
charges Jorge Luis Benitez-Es-
tremera with two counts of 
second degree murder and one 
count of assault in the third 
degree. He faces a maximum 
sentence of 40 years in jail.

Court documents claim po-
lice were called to the site by 
a Digi-Key employee who dis-
covered the body shortly after 
10 p.m. The incident was cap-
tured on company surveillance. 
It shows a suspect attacking 
the victim who attempted to 
get away. 

Benetez-Estremera was lat-
er arrested at a nearby apart-

ment complex. Authorities say 
during the initial interview the 
defendant admitting to assault-
ing a person at Digi-Key. He 
allegedly stated the person was 
“contaminated” and needed to 
be taken out of the system – but 
he did not know the person.

The investigation is still 
ongoing.

These Disney Characters, 
along with others, will be 
available for photo ops before 
a Disney-themed  Concert on 
Wednesday, May 17th at 7:30 

p.m. at the RLCC High School. 
Kids and adults of ALL ages 
will enjoy listening to the RLCC 
High School Choir sing fun and 
familiar Disney songs!

14 RLCC Graduates Receive AA Degrees 
from NCTC ahead of High School Diplomas

On Thursday, May 11th, 
the ECFE and Head Start 
programs from RLCC hosted 
a "Big Wheels Night" for chil-
dren and their families. The 
event started at 5:30 p.m. and 
included demonstrations from 
the Oklee Ambulance and Fire 
Department, Red Lake County 
Sheriff's Department and the 
Red Lake County Central trans-
portation department. 

The children got to check out 
the ambulance, squad car, fire 
trucks and school bus, as well 
as a John Deere mower that 
belongs to the City of Oklee. 
The youngsters were in awe of 
the sirens and equipment on 

The Red Lake County Cen-
tral class of 2023 boasts some 
impressive academic achieve-
ments, as nearly half of the 
class graduated from Northland 
Community and Technical Col-
lege in Thief River Falls last 
Thursday. This is quite the 
achievement, especially consid-
ering they have yet to graduate 
from RLCC High School. 

These students began taking 
online college classes in their 
sophomore year at RLCC and 
wrapped up this year with 
enough, and in most cases, more 
than enough credits to earn an 

Associates Degree from NCTC. 
This accomplishment will give 
these students an advantage 
heading into the world after 
high school. Whether they 
choose to continue with more 
education or use what they have 
earned so far, they are on the 
way to success.

Red Lake County Central 
has a very high level of partici-
pation in the Online College in 
the High School (OCHS) pro-
gram. In comparison to many 
area schools, they are leading 
the pack in credits earned by 

students grades 10-12, as well 
as graduation percentage for 
seniors who enroll in OCHS in 
their sophomore year.

The program has had several 
staff members in leadership in 
recent years, however Kelly 
Melin is currently the OCHS 
director. Her job is to help 
students map out their courses 
and enroll in classes to satisfy 
the credentials for graduation. 
Kelly started when these stu-
dents were sophomores and 
stated that in addition to the 
fourteen NCTC graduates, 

there are also four other se-
niors who will graduate with a 
number of college credits. This 
brings the total to eighteen out 
of twenty-eight seniors at RLCC 
graduating High School with 
some level of college education.

RLCC High School will be 
holding the Class of 2023 Grad-
uation Ceremony on Friday, 
May 26th, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
Oklee Gymnasium.  

Hats off to the students on 
their hard work and congratula-
tions of RLCC on a flourishing 
OCHS program.

the vehicles and enjoyed taking 
their turns in the driver seat. 
Parents also had an opportunity 
to brush up on car seat safety, 
provided by Pennington & Red 
Lake County Public Health & 

Home Care. 
The event is fun for all, but 

also serves an important pur-
pose for kids. Being educated 
about safety and those who are 
there to help in an emergency 

is crucial for young children.
Smiles were plentiful and 

nobody left without a firefighter 
hat and a snack. More photos 
from the event can be seen on 
the back page.

Pictured above: Members of the RLCC Class of 2023 who also graduated from NCTC in Thief River Falls. Back Row 
L-R: Gunnar Sandeen, Marin Peterson, Shawna Majeres, Aurora Mitzner, Natalie Vettleson, Damon Ferguson and Kaleb 
Fougner. Front Row L-R: Lucie Svendsen, Molly Smith, Paige Olson, Aurimy Olson and Payton Rystad. Not pictured: 
Natalie Lindemoen and Cael Nelson. Fourteen students from the RLCC Class of 2023 earned their Associates Degree 
from NCTC and four others completed a number of college credits. The Class of 2023 will Graduate from RLCC High 
School on Friday, May 26th at 5:30 p.m.

Princesses in the RLCC High School choir will be 
available for photos at the concert on Wednesday, May 
17th at the high school gymnasium.

Pictured above: Levi Cervantes takes a turn behind the wheel of the Oklee Fire Engine 
at the Big Wheels event.

Calendar of Events

Wed, May 17:. 
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-

mer Legion.
Thu, May 18:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Fri, May 19:
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news.
Sat, May 20:
-Support your local busi-

ness – Shop Locally!
Sun, May 21:
-Worship at the church – 

check inside for church times 
and places.

Mon, May 22:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Tue, May 23:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Wed, May 24:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-

mer Legion.
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Church news

1x3
Sounds like 

multiplication?

Guess again.
It’s newspaper talk for a

one-column by 3-inch ad.
Too small to be effective?

You’re reading 
this one!

Richards 
Publishing Co., Inc.

Gonvick • 487-5225

Deadline: 
Fridays at noon!

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments
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Red Lake County
Commissioner's Minutes

Oklee Senior  
Site Dining

Oklee Herald  
Corner 2nd Ave. & Main 

218-796-5181
ESTABLISHED IN 1914

Published by Richards 
Publishing Co.

Courtney Eskeli,
Editor & Office Manager
okleeherald@gmail.com

$35 subscription in 
Local Trade Area
$45 subscription 

Out of Trade Area
$25 Online Subscriptions

MEMBER MNA & NNA
PUBLICATION NUMBER 407240

**Winner of National Editorial Ass’n. 
first prize for Best News Story, 1959.

**Winner of Honorable Mention for 
General Excellence, Minnesota 
Newspaper Ass’n., 1962.

**Winner 1st place Typography 
Excellence, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1971.

**Winner 1st place Best Feature 
Story, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1981.

**Winner 1st place Best Single News 
or Feature Story, Minnesota Medical 
Association, 1992.

“The Oklee Herald” is published week-
ly by Richards Publishing Co., Inc., 
Box 159, Gonvick, MN 56644-0159.
Periodical postage paid at Oklee, 

MN 56742-0009.
POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to: Oklee Herald, PO Box 
9, Oklee, MN 56742-0009.

PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR 
ERROR: The Publisher shall not 
be liable for slight changes or typo-
graphical errors that do not lessen 
the value of an advertisement. The 
Publisher’s liability for other errors 
or omissions in connection with an 
advertisement is strictly limited to 
publication of the advertisement in 
any subsequent issue or the refund of 
any monies paid for 
the advertisement.

(U.S.P.S. 407-240)

Tri-Valley Public 
Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available. Allowing for a safe 
and convenient method of 
transportation. All of our buses 
are handicapped accessible and 
lift-equipped. All of our drivers 
are trained and certified.

To reserve a seat, please 
call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater County stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednes-
day – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

 Sudoku Solution

 We have a Complete Line of 
Annuals, Vegetable Plants, 
Hanging Baskets, Perennials 

and Potting Soil.

Open Every Day
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Starting
Next Weekend 

Friday, May 5th

30822 240th St. SE
2 3/4 miles SE of Oklee

218-464-7769

Nerissa’s Greenhouse

Nerissa
LaCoursiere
Owner

O7-11C

May 22 -26
Oklee Senior Meals (LSS 

Meals) are available for Home 
Delivery, Monday-Friday. If 
you want to order a meal, you 
need to let us know the day 
before by 12 noon. Contact Jo 
Lambert – 218-796-4527. If 
she is not home to answer her 
phone, leave a message. 

Mon, May 22: Pizza Casse-
rol, Green Beans, Applesauce, 
Garlic Bread, Low Fat Milk.

Tue, May 23: Sloppy Joe 
w/Bun, Potato Wedges, Vege-
tarian Baked Beans, Banana 
or Fresh Fruit, Cookie, Low 
Fat Milk.

Wed, May 24: Meatloaf, 
Baked Potato w/Sour Cream, 
Pears, Bread/Margarine, Bar, 
Low Fat Milk.

Thu, May 25: Biscuits with 
Sausage Gravy, Roasted Pota-
toes, Cinnamon Apple Slices, 
Dessert, Low Fat Milk.

Fri, May 26: Baked Fish, 
Macaroni & Cheese, California 
Normandy Vegetables, Pears, 
Jello w/Whipped Topping,  Low 
Fat Milk.

Pursuant to adjournment 
of its last meeting, the 

Red Lake County Board of 
Commissioners duly met 
in regular session at the 
Courthouse in Red Lake 

Falls, MN on April 25, 
2023, at 10:00 am. 

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Remick called the 

meeting to order. Commissioners 
present were Al Remick, Chuck 
Flage, Tony Gerardy and Ron Weiss. 
Others present were Kelsey Gervais, 
Kyle Thibert, Tanner Holten, Kristen 
Hanson, Tanya Waldo, Jeremy 
Johnson, and Angie Lundeen. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Commissioner Weiss moved, 

seconded by Commissioner Ge-
rardy, and carried unanimously to 
approve the agenda.

STABILIZED AGGREGATE 
BASE BIDS

Bids were collected until 10 am 
for stabilized aggregate base to be 
used in upcoming highway projects. 
Jeremy Johnson from the Highway 
Department opened and announced 
the bids as follows:

T h y g e s o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n - 
$734,273.00

D a v i d s o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n - 
$867,542.50

Mark Sand & Gravel- 
$836,645.00
Commissioner Weiss moved, 

seconded by Commissioner Ge-
rardy, and carried unanimously 
to accept the bid from Thygeson 
Construction.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Red Lake County Soil and Wa-

ter Conservation District Manager 
Tanya Waldo met with the board to 
approve the issuance of a shoreland 
permit for Enbridge in order to begin 
maintenance work on the pipeline 
near Oklee. Commissioner Gerardy 
moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Flage and carried unanimously to 
approve the permit.

Waldo also discussed the up-
coming County Ditch 62 project. 
Bids were previously collected 
and had been awarded to Zavoral 
Construction. Waldo requested the 
previous bid be cancelled and a new 
contract be drafted due to changing 
costs. Commissioner Flage moved, 
seconded by Commissioner Weiss, 

and carried unanimously to approve 
the request. Bids for the project will 
be opened on May 23rd, 2023.

Social Services Director Kristi 
Nelson met with the board to discuss 
the hiring of Arielle Sundberg as a 
social worker. Hanson requested 
that Sundberg start at step 6 based 
on her previous experience. Com-
missioner Gerardy moved, seconded 
by Commissioner Weiss, and carried 
unanimously to approve the updated 
starting wage.

HR Director Angie Lundeen met 
with the board to request approval 
for annual step increases for Shelly 
Nelson and Kelsey Gervais. Com-
missioner Gerardy moved, seconded 
by Commissioner Weiss, and carried 
unanimously to approve increasing 
Nelson from step 6 to 7. Commis-
sioner Weiss moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Gerardy, and carried 
unanimously to approve increasing 
Gervais from step 1 to 2. Commis-
sioner Flage abstained from the vote.

EXPENDITURES
Commissioner Weiss moved, 

seconded by Commissioner Ge-
rardy, and carried unanimously 
to approve expenditures totaling 
$106,630.19. A detailed listing is 
available in the auditor’s office or 
on the county’s website.

MINUTES
Commissioner Flage moved, 

seconded by Commissioner Weiss, 
and carried unanimously to approve 
the minutes from the regular meeting 
on April 11, 2023.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
The following commissioner/

committee reports were shared:
Commissioner	 Meeting/Report

Gerardy	 P e n n i n g t o n 
County Board of Commissioners, 
Red Lake County Economic De-
velopment Corporation, Moore 
Engineering

Weiss	Quin 	 County Com-
munity Health Services, Northwest 
Regional Development Commission

Flage		  I n t e r c o u n t y 
Nursing Service, Red Lake County 
Economic Development Corporation

Remick	 P e n n i n g t o n 
County Board of Commissioners, 
Alluma

AUDITOR ANNOUNCEMENTS
Auditor Kelsey Gervais present-

ed the board with a first quarter 
budget report for the Highway 
Department. The report showed the 

department was in good standing 
for the quarter.

Gervais requested approval of a 
contract from the State naming Red 
Lake County as the legal sponsor 
for funding between the State of 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources and the Pathfinders 
Snowmobile Club. Commission-
er Gerardy moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Weiss and carried 
unanimously to adopt the following 
resolution. Resolution No. 04-02-23 
is as follows:

BE IT RESOLVED, that Red Lake 
County agrees to act as the legal 
sponsor for funding to the State of 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources for the Riverland Trail, 
(Pathfinders Snowmobile Club) for 
FY-2023/2024.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that upon approval of is application 
by the state, Red Lake County may 
enter into an agreement with the 
State of Minnesota and will comply 
with all applicable federal and state 
laws, regulations, and conditions as 
stated in the agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that Red Lake County hereby 
agrees to serve as the fiscal agent 
for the Riverland Trail (Pathfinders 
Snowmobile Club), and authorizes 
the assignee to sign all related 
documents on behalf of Red Lake 
County.

A copy of the resolution is posted 
for inspection in the County Auditor’s 
office.

Gervais informed the board that 
fund balances within the county’s 
accounting system were not show-
ing accurate balances.  The board 
recommended a thorough review of 
the accounts to determine the nature 
of the discrepancies before deciding 
how to proceed.

Gervais also discussed the future 
upkeep of Huot Park. 

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Commis-

sioner Flage, seconded by Com-
missioner Weiss and unanimously 
carried to adjourn the meeting at 
11:48 a.m. The next regular meet-
ing of the board is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 9, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

 Attest:			 
Kelsey Gervais, County Auditor	
Allen Remick, Chairman
Board of Commissioners
O9C

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Linda Molitor
Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. Zion, 

Senior and Confirmation Tea 
after church. 10:30 a.m. Salem.

Sermons are on GVTEL 
Channel 35 (10 am Sunday & 2 
pm Tuesday), also on Facebook 
or YouTube.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Bryan Kujawa

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. St. Fran-
cis – Oklee. 10:15 a.m. – Grygla. 
12:00 p.m. – Goodridge.

Go to: http://www.oggcatho-
lic.org/ for service times.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Saturday: St. Joseph RLF 
5:30 p.m. 

Sunday: Brooks Sunday 
8:00 a.m. St. Joseph 10:00 a.m. 

IMMANUEL–
EBENEZER-BETHANY 

RLF
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. Wor-
ship at Immanuel. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship at Bethany. 7:00 p.m. 
Worship at Ebenezer.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

Bethany–Ekelund–Faith
Sun, May 21: 8:00 a.m. 

Worship at Ekelund. 9:30 a.m. 
Worship at Faith. 11:00 a.m. 
Worship at Bethany.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Sat, May 20: 9:00 a.m. 
Mt.Olive.

Sun, May 21: 8:00 a.m. St. 
Petri. 9:45 a.m. Oak Park. 
11:00 a.m. Nazareth.

Find services and past ser-
mons at www.facebook.com/
clearwaterlutheranparish

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LeBon, Pastor

Tyler Stynsberg, 
Assoc. Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Wed, May 17: 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group.
Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. Sun-

day School. 10:00 a.m. Worship.
Tue, May 23: 9:30 a.m. La-

dies Devotions. 
Wed, May 24: 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Wed, May 17: 2:00 p.m. Sand 
Valley Ladies Aid. 6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation at Lund.

Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. Lund 
Service. 10:30 a.m. Sand Valley 
Service.

Wed, May 24: 6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation at Lund.

CDC safety guidelines for 
COVID-19 will be followed.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Head Pastor

Sundays: 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School. 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service.

Wednesday Evening: 6:30 
p.m. Kids, High School & Adult 
programs.

Services will continue to 
be live-streamed on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
bethelfosston) as an alternative 
to attending in person.

Red Lake County Sheriff
Weekly News Release

On the morning of 05/05/23, 
the Dakota County Sheriff’s 
Office reported they had re-
covered a stolen firearm and 
the registered owner resides in 
Red Lake County.  The owner 
was notified so they could make 
arrangements with Dakota 
County authorities to recover 
the gun.  

On the evening of 05/06/23, 
the Red Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report of a 
domestic disturbance at a resi-
dence in Red Lake Falls.  A Red 
Lake County deputy responded 
to the scene and discovered 
that Jaye Allan Pyatte (31) of 
Red Lake Falls had committed 
acts of domestic violence and 
had damaged another person’s 
property.  Mr. Pyatte was 
arrested and taken to jail in 
Crookston.  He was charged 
with misdemeanor domes-
tic assault and misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property.  
Mr. Pyatte appeared in Court 
in Crookston on 05/08/23 and 
he was released with court 
ordered conditions.  

In the early morning hours 
of 05/06/23, a domestic distur-
bance was reported in the city 

of Red Lake Falls.  A Red Lake 
County deputy responded to 
the residence and found that 
an individual was attempting 
to re-enter the home of an ex.  
The homeowner did not want 
them at their residence.  The 
unwelcomed party agreed to 
leave, and the situation was 
mediated.  

On the morning of 05/08/23, 
the Red Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report that a 
small child had wandered away 
from their home.  The reporting 
party brought the small child 
to the Oklee School, and a Red 
Lake County deputy was able 
to contact the child’s parent 
and they went to the school 
to pick them up.  

On the afternoon of 05/09/23, 
a juvenile from Trail was cited 
for exhibition driving in the 
city of Oklee.  

On the evening of 05/09/23, 
a Red Lake County deputy ob-
served a small child walking, 
alone without supervision, on 
Governor St. in Oklee.  This 
was the same child that was 
unsupervised, in public, earli-
er this week.  The child was 
returned to their home for 

the night.  On the afternoon 
of 05/10/23, Red Lake County 
Law Enforcement Officers 
executed a Search Warrant 
at the child’s home in Oklee 
to gather evidence of neglect 
and maltreatment.  Upon the 
completion of the warrant, 
two children were removed 
from the home and placed 
with protective services.  This 
investigation is ongoing.  

On the afternoon of 05/10/23, 
Patrick James Lindgren (35) of 
Thief River Falls was cited for 
speeding on Hwy. #92 south 
of Oklee.  

On the evening of 05/10/23, 
the Red Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office received a report of a 
small child wandering around 
a residential neighborhood in 
Red Lake Falls.  A Red Lake 
County deputy responded and 
took custody of the child.  Inves-
tigation revealed the child had 
been missing for a significant 
amount of time before the care-
giver realized.  The child was 
placed with protective services 
and the matter remains under 
investigation.      

Mitch Bernstein, Red Lake 
County Sheriff:  05/12/23

Red Lake Falls 
Library

The Summer Reading Pro-
gram is right around the cor-
ner, and kids can sign up 
f o r  t h e p r o g r a m 
beginning June 1.  
F l y e r s h a v e 
been 

distributed through the 
school system, but anyone 
wanting more information can 
call or stop in at the library.  As 
in past summers, the program 
will run throughout June and 
July, with kids activities and 
refreshments on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, along with sever-
al main entertainment events, 
and weekly & grand prizes.  
This year's theme is "Find 
Your Voice."  All youngsters 
(through age 18) are welcome 
to participate.

New books that are fun 
for kids (and interesting for 
adults) include "Eric Loves 
Animals (Just Like You!)" by 
Eric Carle - part of The World 
of Eric Carle; "internationally 
known for his bright, bold, 
collage-style illustrations, Eric 
Carle has created a world of 
bestselling animal characters 
throughout his remarkable 
career. From The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar to Brown Bear, 
his animals have captured 
the attention and hearts of 
readers everywhere, espe-
cially the very young... this 
is an alphabetical offering of 
creatures in all shapes and 
sizes, with peek-through holes, 
gatefolds, never-before-seen 
hippos, ostriches, and jellyfish 
and 172 pages of illustrations, 
narrated in Eric's own words 
about animals, nature, and 
art;" and "LEGO Pocket Build-
er Vehicles: 

Make Things Move" by Tori 
Kosara - "become a LEGOⓇ 
building expert with stacks 
of facts, tips, and tricks at 
your fingertips—no previous 
building experience required! 
Get out your bricks and be 
inspired to build your favorite 
things that move, including 
monster trucks, construction 
vehicles, trains, planes, and 
much more."

www.TriCoCanary.com

Visit us online and click on Image Galleries
to view photos of events in the area.

CLICK HERE
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f you are buying a new home, 
refinancing your current home, or finding 

a special place for retirement, we can help 
with a Home Loan.

Current interest rates make this a great 
time to buy a new home. We invite you 
to come in today and visit with one of our 

loan officers.

I
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RLCC 
Menus

NOTICE: Food shortages are 
nationwide, and our school district is 
also experiencing unavailable items or 
last-minute food replacements from our 
food distributors. Menus are subject to 
change, but we will do our best to notify 
you via social media/bulletin if/when there 
are menu changes. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding! We look 
forward to serving all of our students 
nutritious meals. 

RLCC School District.

Mustang
stampede

SCHOOL EVENTS

Area businesses, organiza-
tions, and families present-
ed RLCC seniors with over 
$30,000 in scholarships. Mr. 
Randall Pederson presented 
the RLCC Community Ser-
vice Scholarships, which in-
cluded donations from Oklee 
Quilting, Oklee Lumber, ISD 
2906, Red Lake County Coop, 
Security State Bank Oklee, 
and E&J Grocery to Damon 
Ferguson, Kaleb Fougner, Na-
talie Lindemoen, Clowie Mag-
nell, Shawna Majeres, Gerald 
Melin, Aurora Mitzner, Aurimy 
Olson, Paige Olson, Marin Pe-
terson, Peyton Rystad,  Molly 
Smith, Luci Svendsen, Na-
talie Vettleson, and Gunnar 
Sandeen. 

Seven Orlo & Millie Melby 
Scholarships of $1400 were 
awarded to Kaleb Fougner, 
Natalie Lindemoen, Shawna 
Majeres, Aurora Mitzner, Au-
rimy Olson, Paige Olson, and 
Marin Peterson. 

The Tim & Donna Swenson 
Scholarship fund awarded  
$1000 to Marin Peterson and 
Aurora Mitzner. Sara Lee 
awarded the  Essentia Health 
Scholarship of $1000 to Shaw-
na Majeres.

The Oklee Moonlighter 
Snowmobile Club Scholarship 
awarded a $400 scholarship to 
Tyler Parsley. The Plummer 
Snowmobile Club awarded a 
$250 scholarship to Gunnar 
Sandeen and Kaleb Fougner.

The Red Lake Electric Co-op 
awarded Shawna Majeres and 
Molly Smith each a $500 schol-

Red Lake County High School celebrated its 
Awards Day on Tuesday, May 9th

arship. Mr. & Mrs. Vincent 
Dessellier presented  Vincent 
& Shirley Dessellier.

Scholarships with four stu-
dents each awarded $500, 
including Shawna Majeres, 
Aurora Mitzner, Aurimy Ol-
son, and Paige Olson, and one 
$1,000 scholarship awarded to 
Gunnar Sandeen. Ms. Alice 
Jobe presented the Plummer 
Senior Citizens Scholarship 
of $100 to Damon Ferguson. 

Plummer American Legion 
Auxiliary Post #623 awarded 
Shawna Majeres a $500 Schol-
arship and its Citizen award 
of $100 to Natalie Vettleson. 
The Plummer American Legion 
Post #623 Scholarship awarded 
a  $500 scholarship to Damon 
Ferguson and Citizenship 
Award of $100 to Gunnar San-
deen. The Frank Lund Post 159 
American Legion Scholarship 
awarded 2 $150 scholarships 
to Kaleb Fougner and Gunnar 
Sandeen. Mrs. Barb Melby pre-
sented three $100 scholarships 
from the Frank Lund Post 159 
American Legion Auxiliary 
to Clowie Magnell, Shawna 
Majeres, and Aurora Mitzner. 

Mr. Jim Skjerven presented 
the first Cardinal Legacy Schol-
arship of  $3,600 to Damon 
Ferguson. Mrs. Kate Moll, 
President of the RLCCEA, (Red 
Lake County Central  Educa-
tion Association), two RLCCEA 
Scholarships of $500 to Damon 
Ferguson and Gerald Melin. 
Mrs. Sandra Tougas presented 
two Oklee Ambulance Scholar-
ships of $500 to Natalie Vettle-

son and Aurimy Olson.  Mrs. 
Joyce Morinville presented 
the North Star Credit Union 
Brooks Branch Scholarship of 
$500 to Shawna Majeres. Mr. 
Steve Phillion presented the 
Knights of Columbus Scholar-
ship of $250 to Shawna Majeres 
Ms. Ann Gillund & Mrs. Kim 
Kleinwatcher presented the 
Unity Bank Scholarship of 
$500 to Molly Smith. 

Mrs. Debbie DuChamp pre-
sented the Plummer Lions Too 
Scholarships of  $300 to  Kaleb 
Fougner and Damon Feguson. 

Mr. Ross Arlt presented the 
Plummer Lions Scholarships 
of  $250 to Damon Fergu-
son, Shawna Majeres, Aurora 
Mitzner, and Kaleb Fougner. 
Mr. Arlt also presented the  
Plummer Fire Department 
Scholarships of $250 to Damon 
Ferguson and Kaleb Fougn-
er.   On behalf of the Brekke 
family, Mr. Randall Pederson 
presented the Randy Brekke 
Memorial Scholarship of $500 
to Gunnar Sandeen. Mr. Peter-
son also presented  the Ham-

rum Family Future Educator 
Scholarship of $300 to Gerald 
Melin. On behalf of the Martell 
family. Miss Marissa Thomas 
presented the Grandma Pokie’s 
Memorial Scholarships of $250 
to Aurora Mitzner, Natalie 
Vettleson, and Peyton Rystad. 

Every year, the surrounding 
community donates very gen-
erously to scholarships for the 
senior class. The area commu-
nity and RLCC is proud of all 
Seniors from the Class of 2023 
and wish them all the best!

Graduation- May 26th at 
5:30 in the RLCC High School 
Gymnasium at Oklee.

Spotlight on Scholarship Presented for Winter Activites

Mustang Basketball. Back: Emma Hendrickson, Evelynn Klamm, Graceyn 
Kvsager, Alexa Chervestad, Violet Tvedt, and Natalie Hendrickson. Front: 
Carly Vettleson, Jamie Flatgard, Quinn Graves, and Jennifer Johnson. Not 
Pictured: Shawna Majeres, and Marissa Thomas.

Rebel Basketball. Back: Nick Suchy, Connor Duden, Will Gieseke, 
Owen Chervestad, and Luke Peterson. Front: Gunnar Halvorson, Logan 
Vettleson,Atley Vettelson, and Guy Bergeson. Not Pictured: Ethan 
Majeres.

One Act. Back Row: Lillie Lundeen, Gavin Roisland, Hailey Hanson, 
and Eli Grove. Front Row: McKenzie Ham, Peyton Williams, Lucille 
Svendsen, and Ruben Osborn. Choir. Lillie Lundeen, McKenzie Ham, Jamie Flatgard, and Ruben Osborn.

Eagle Hockey. Dylan 
Dahle

Prowler Wrestling. 
Damon Ferguson.

Oklee
Monday: Cook’s choice, cere-

al, fruit, juice, and milk. Lunch: 
Cook’s choice, vegetable, fruit, 
and milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast: Cook’s 
choice, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Cook’s choice, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast: 
Cook’s choice, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Cook’s 
choice, vegetable, fruit, and 
milk.

Thursday: Breakfast: Cook’s 
choice, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Cook’s choice, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk.

Friday: Breakfast: Cook’s 
choice, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Cook’s choice, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk.
Plummer

Monday: Breakfast: Break-
fast pizza, yogurt, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Cook’s 
choice, fruit, and milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast: Cook’s 
choice, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Cook’s choice, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast: 
Cook’s choice, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Cook’s 
choice, vegetable, fruit, and 
milk.

Thursday: Breakfast: Cook’s 
choice, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Cook’s choice, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk.

Friday: Breakfast: Cook’s 
choice, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Cook’s choice, 
vegetable, fruit, and milk.

1x4
Sounds like 

multiplication?

Guess again.
It’s newspaper talk for a

one-column by 4-inch ad.

Too small to be effective?

You’re reading 
this one!

Richards 
Publishing Co., Inc.

Gonvick • 487-5225
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Who’s 
Dat?

Who’s Dat?
This week's photo is of a 

beautiful young lady.
Last week's photo was of 

Troy Peterson.
Everyone has a photo or 

two that would be great for 
this column. Please share them 
with our readers as it is one 
of most popular columns of the 
Oklee Herald.  

I am always in need of more 
photos - School days, church 
events, sports, etc. If you email 
a photo, please scan at 300 
dpi (high quality) if you can. 
You can email to okleeherald@
gmail.com. 

If you mail a photo to the 
Oklee Herald office, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped 
envelope so the photos can be 
returned. Mail  them to: Oklee 
Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee MN 
56742 or stop in the office.

Senior Site News & Other Things
By Volunteers Jo Lambert & Bonny Cote 

Site number: 218-796-5149

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe     218-465-4402

Spring is here. The leaves 
are beginning to sprout and 
cast some shade.  I love spring 
because I love the green of the 
grass and the greening of the 
trees. Some places got rain last 
week. Warroad got a lot of rain, 
and several other places have 
water in their ditches and we 
kept dry. Looks like I won’t be 
putting much of a garden in 
again. Lack of rain in our neck 
of the woods is the reason.  We 
watch as others get the clouds 
and get an inch of rain while 

we stay dry. Not worth putting 
in a garden. We are the desert 
of Red Lake County.  

Our sympathy goes out to 
the Father Tim Bushy family 
in the loss of his mother Dolo-
rose Bushy who was honored 
at her funeral last Monday.  
Our condolences to the family. 

Last week Friday Jerome 
and Barb Novak traveled to 
Warroad to go to a concert 
that their grand-daughters 
were supposed to be in. The 
big problem was Barb got the 
wrong date and there was no 
concert that day. Instead we 
visited with Ian and Phillip 
Ellenson, and then came home.  
It was a nice day and a fun trip.

On Monday evening there 
was a potluck supper held for 
Matt Proulx who has been the 
piano master for St. Joseph’s 

Church the past four years 
or so. He rarely missed being 
there.  He has been hired by the 
Cathedral to be Music Director 
for the Cathedral. He says he 
loves it there and so we gave 
him a great send off. Good 
Luck and Congratulations to 
you Matt.  

Condolences to the family 
of Steve Opdahl who was the 
victim of a deadly assault in 
Thief River Falls last week.  
Our prayers and sympathy go 
out to the family.  

That is all the news I could 
get this week, but the green 
when I look out the window 
is so nice to see. Smile a little 
wider, love a little deeper, 
laugh a little longer, pray a 
little harder, and make the 
most of this next week.   

Senior Meals: 
Oklee Senior Meals (LSS 

Meals) are available for Home 
Delivery, Monday-Friday - 
Meals on Wheels (LSS) meals 
will be furnished from Red 
Lake Falls and you need to 
order a day or two before the 
day you plan on having a meal. 
Please call and let Jo know a 
couple of days before. Contact 
Jo Lambert at 218-796-4527. If 
Jo is not home to answer her 
phone, leave her a message. Or 
call Red Lake Falls LSS Site 
and let Carolyn know. That 
number is: 218-263-4454.

*****
Since the Senior Site does 

not have Congregate Meals at 
this time, seniors should check 
out the Oklee Café menu. The 
Oklee Café is not part of LSS, 
but they do offer Senior priced 
meals if you want to eat out 
at the Café for Breakfast or 
Lunch. They do not deliver to 
your home. 

*****
The Senior Site meeting will 

be held on Thursday, May 18th 
at 10 a.m at the Senior Site 
Dining room.. It is important 
for seniors to attend this meet-
ing If you want events held, 
you need to come and give the 
board your input.  

*****

If you have an idea for an 
activity or field trip you would 
like, please contact one of the 
Board Members of the Senior 
Site. They are Jackie Cross, 
Jo Lambert, Bonny Cote and 
Shirley Dessellier. It will be 
discussed at the next meeting 
which is scheduled for Thurs-
day, May 18th at 10 am.

*****
Potluck
Tuesday, May 16th was a 

beautiful day and there was 
a nice group that came at  5 
p.m. to the Oklee Café for the 
potluck. This is a fun event that 
only requires a dish to share for 
the evening. Come and enjoy 
an evening meal with friends 
and catch up on what everyone 
has been up to!

*****
Craft Shop
The craft shop will be closed 

starting on May 22nd and will 
reopen on June 5th.

The new hours are 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Monday to Thursday 
and 9 a.m. to 12 noon on Fri-
days. Stop by and check out the 
great handiwork of our Seniors 
for some unique gift ideas.

*****
Activity Dates To 
Remember 
Wednesday: Cards at 1:30 

p.m. 
Thursday is Game Day: on 

Thursdays at 2 p.m., games 
are available - Rummikub/
Rummy-O, Yahtzee, Checkers, 
Scrabble or bring a game to 
play. Come on down and enjoy 
the fun! We have coffee and 
treats to enjoy while playing.

** Remember if you don't 
feel good, stay home.  

*****
Interesting Facts about 

Cats!
Female cats tend to be 

right pawed, while male cats 
are more often left pawed. 
Interestingly, while 90% of 
humans are right-handed, the 
remaining 10% of lefties also 
tend to be male.

A cat’s hearing is better than 
dogs. And a cat can hear high 
frequency sounds up to two 
octaves higher than a human.

A cat rubs against people 
not only to be affectionate but 
also to mark out its territory 
with scent glands around its 
face. The tail area and paws 
also carry the cat’s scent. 

The most popular pedigreed 
cat is the Persian cat, followed 
by the Main Coon cat and the 
Siamese cat. 

*****
Have a great week!

Oklee High School Class of 1993 celebrated their 30 year class reunion on April 22nd, 
2023. Front row: Sarah Paradis Overland, Tracy Carriere Hamm, Bobbi Berberich 
DuChamp, Aaron Chervestad, Jared Hofstad Conway Olson, Jill Radniecki Chervestad. 
Middle row: Lisa Klasen Erlandson, Michele Rindahl Cottrell, Danielle Wicks Paradis. 
Back row: Jon Sundrud, Jacob Melby, Lisa Larson Hofstad, Gus Vettleson.

More Photos from Big Wheels Night in Oklee..

On Thursday, May 4th, 
Altoz, the new Red Lake Falls 
facility had an open house 
celebration. It was from 3-7 
p.m. They had guided tours 
every 15 minutes, demo rides, 
lunch, and a hot and cold cof-
fee bar. They had a bean bag 
toss, with prizes. It is a huge 
facility. Alice Jobe and Anna 
DeHate attended.

Monday evening, Lincoln 
High School had their last 
concert series at 7:30 p.m. Anne 
Traxler and Alice Jobe went. 
It was called Troupe Vertigo. 
They went on swings, came 
down poles and did various 
challenging stunts. It was 
a refreshing change from a 
regular musical concert. One 
guy was from Ethiopia and 
had been doing acrobatic type 
stunts since he was a boy. It 
was very entertaining.

Wednesday, Red Lake Coun-

ty Central High School had 
their awards day. Steve Ros-
ten presented two scholarship 
awards from the Plummer 
snowmobile club. Jerome Bak-
ke presented the Legion and 
Auxiliary and Citizenship 
awards for Plummer. Alice 
Jobe presented the Senior Citi-
zen scholarship to Damon Fer-
guson. Jim Skjerven presented 
for the first time a scholarship 
of $3,600 to Damon Ferguson. 
It is called the Cardinal Leg-
acy scholarship. Many of the 
seniors plan to go on to college.

The weather was nice and 
warm for a few days. The 
grass will be ready to cut. It’s 
a wonderful time of the year.

On the North end of town, 
they’ve had trouble with the 
paved street- it heaved up in 
places and dips in other areas. 
It’s unfortunate this happened. 
Hopefully this will be taken 

care of this summer.
The 149th Kentucky Derby 

was held at Louisville this 
past Saturday. The winner was 
“Mage”. He had a Venezuelan 
rider who was overjoyed at 
winning.

Also, the previous Saturday 
was the coronation of King 
Charles. There were more 
than 2,000 people in atten-
dance. Queen Camilla was also 
crowned. William and Kate 
rode in the stagecoach with 
their three children. Prince 
Harry came from California, 
but left immediately after. His 
son had a birthday that day. 
Afterwards, the Royal Airforce 
flew over. They had jet streams 
of red, white and blue. It had 
been 70 years since Queen Eliz-
abeth was crowned. Sunday 
they held an outdoor concert 
with a huge attendance.

SPORTS PHYSICALS
Avoid waiting until the last minute, 

make an appointment today!
Remember to complete a well–child check or sports physical 

before your child’s sports season begins.

Together, we can live healthier.

Call 218-796-4525 to schedule a visit.

Oklee Clinic
400 Governor Street 
Oklee, MN

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
& Friday: 8am–5pm
218-796-4525


