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E&J Grocery approaches
One Year in Business

This time last year Jason
and Erika Beckett were mull-
ing over the idea of purchasing
what was formerly known
as D&R Grocery in Oklee.
Members of the community
wondered who would step in
to keep the store open, after
Rick and Deb Sherman re-
tired. Fast forward to today
and Jason says they are very
happy with the decision to
buy out the Shermans, who
owned and operated the store
for over 40 years. Although it
was a change to see new faces
in the building, Jason says they
received a warm welcome from
the community and have gotten
a lot of positive feedback on
the building updates and the
overall operation of the store.

The Becketts live near Er-
skine, where they raised their
7 children. Erika served 21 in
the Army before retiring and
becoming a Family Nurse Prac-
titioner. She will be starting a
new job at Sanford in Thief Riv-
er Falls in the coming weeks.
Jason also served our country,
putting in 4 years with the Air
Force. Most of their children
are out of the house now, and
making their own lives in the
areas of Rochester, Mankato,
Thief River Falls, and they also
have two sons in the Army.
Their youngest child is still
in school at WEM. The kids
grew up helping at Groceries
Plus in Erskine from a young

age, and two of their daughters
still work at the stores in the
summer when they have more
free time.

Getting into the grocery
store business wasn’t always
the plan, in fact buying the gro-
cery store in Erskine 12 years
ago came as sort of a package
deal. When the Becketts were
searching for a larger home for
their family they were present-
ed with a unique opportunity to
become their own bosses. The
previous owners of the Erskine
grocery store were selling their
home to the Beckett family
and offered a package deal
that included the purchase
of Groceries Plus. Deciding it
would be a good fit for them
they purchased the store too,
and the rest is history.

When asked about how they
acquired the Oklee location, Ja-
son stated that Roger, his driver
from Mason Brothers, had told
him about the store over the
years. Roger was insistent that
Jason check it out if he ever
got the chance. That chance
came last summer. When Jason
visited the store, he was up in
the air, contemplating the pur-
chase. After the option to put
an off-sale into the store came
up, he got the push he needed
to seal the deal. While the sale
was being finalized Rick and
Deb started taking applications
at the counter to help the new
owners build a staff, which they
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in Oklee. New signs clearly state what products can be
found in any given aisle throughout the store, which was
helpful when the layout was changed after remodeling

took place.

Red Lake County Sheriff's
Department gets Eyes in the Sky

The RLC Sheriff's Depart-
ment recently received a grant
for new department technology.
The grant was given by Greater
Northwest EMS for the purpose
of acquiring a drone. A drone
is a small, unmanned flying
device that is operated from the
ground. The Sheriff's depart-
ment drone is equipped with
a camera, a memory storage
device to save footage and sen-
sors that prevent crashes when
flying near trees, buildings and
other objects.

Drones can be purchased
and flown by the general public
without any formal training,
but when a drone is being used
for government purposes the
operator needs to be a certi-
fied drone pilot. RLC Sheriff's
department sent two deputies,
Mason Johnson and Jason
Sletten, to training classes in
Thief River Falls. Both deputies
fulfilled the requirements of
the class and are now certified
drone pilots.

Deputy Mason Johnson said
the course was 8 hours long.
They were instructed on various
subjects related to the drone
and were required to pass the
FAA Commercial Drone Pilot
exam.

Sheriff Mitch Bernstein
stated that there are many

scenarios when having a drone
available would be extremely
helpful. Although the sheriff’s
department hopes they do not
need the drone for criminal
apprehensions, river recoveries
or locating a missing or lost
person, those are some exam-
ples of situations it would be
deployed.

In the air the drone can
fly at speeds of up to 44 mph,
making it much more efficient
than searching an area by foot
would be. The drone can fly 3
miles away from the operator
before it will automatically
begin moving back towards
the pilot, preventing it from
losing signal and crashing. The
drone is also programmed to fly
back to the operator when the
battery is running low. The de-
partment was able to purchase
several batteries, which can
be charged while the drone is
in use and replaced one after
another. Although the battery
life isn’t finite, it is long enough
to give the officers an edge they
previously did not have.

A particularly interesting
feature on the drone is the
thermal imaging camera. This
technology could allow officers
to conduct surveillance or
search an area in the dark
when they previously may have

hoped would lead to a more
seamless transition. Jason said
this worked well for them and
was a great help when getting
things switched over.

Since officially getting the
keys from the Shermans, Ja-
son has steadily been making
changes to the store. Some of
the more noticeable ones being
the relocation of the checkout
area, the addition of the off-sale
and walk in beer cave, and a
new 8 door cooler in the rear of
the store. Changes to lighting
and new signage in the aisles
also add a nice touch to the
appearance of the store. Jason
says they hope to make other
changes including flooring,
covering the old ceiling, and
adding a meat cutting station
on site.

An interesting thing about
the beer cave is that it was
built by local contractors, due
tothe longlead times that were
expected when Jason inquired
about ordering a cooler unit.
Without a second thought the
men hired for the project went
to work and built quite a nice
walk-in beer cave, which was
ultimately more cost effective
than ordering a unit from the
manufacturer Jason was orig-
inally looking at. Supporting
other local businessesis highly
important to Jason and Erika.

Owner Jason gives a lot of
credit to his store manager,
Lisa McKinney, who was first
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Pictured above is Red Lake County Central sophomore
Hayes Hanson. Hayes is one of the several high school
students working at E&J Grocery. He always greets
customers with a smile and is happy to assist with carrying

groceries out to the car.

employed at Groceries Plus in
Erskine. She keeps things in
order and along with her staff
works very hard to provide an
excellent shopping experience
to the customers who come
through their doors. Currently
E&dJ Grocery employs 9 people,
about half of which are high
school students. For most of
the high schoolers this hasbeen
their first job. Although having

a large percentage of employ-
ees being new to the work force
can have its challenges, Jason
stated they do a really good
job and a little patience with
them goes a long way.

It's evident the owners and
employees at E&J Grocery
take pride in serving our com-
munity, which is ultimately to
the benefit of the customers.
With hours of 8 a.m. — 8 p.m.,

Pictured above is the off-sale area in E&J Grocery. The grocery store did not previously have a liquor license. When

7 days a week, it makes shop-
ping there possible for most
anyone’s schedule. Jason also
said if there is something a
customer would like available
at the store, they will do their
best to get it on the shelves.
They have been working to
expand the gluten free options
to satisfy those with dietary
restrictions.

Store manager, Lisa, stat-
ed that the store is always
looking for ways to improve
their service. E&J grocery is a
fairly large building for a small
town grocery store. A big part
of running a store that size is
having an adequate number
of workers who are dedicated
and trustworthy. With school
starting next week, almost 50%
of their staff will have a change
in their availability. Lisa says
the Becketts are great to work
for, and that anyone who would
like to join the fun team at E&dJ
should contact her.

As a frequent shopper I
can say with confidence the
E&J owners and employees
are giving their best effort
to provide customers with a
convenient and friendly shop-
ping experience. It is great to
see the new owners and staff
carrying on with Rick and Deb
Sherman's tradition by carrying
groceries out to the vehicle for
their customers. It's hard to
beat customer service like that!

Jason, Erika and the staff
at E&J Grocery would like to
say that they appreciate the
support and business they have
received from the community
and hope to serve their cus-
tomers for many years to come.

T

owner Jason Beckett was considering the purchase of the store, the ability to sell off-sale was a big selling point for him.
Both the grocery portion and the off-sale portion of the store are doing better than he initially expected. The beer cave
was built by local contractors after the lead time was determined to be too long for any other option.

not been able to. In the case
of surveillance, in a criminal
apprehension scenario, sending
officers into an area where they
are unaware of potential haz-
ardsis very dangerous. The use
of the drone can give the men
on the ground a better idea of
what they might encounter in
that type of situation.

The cost of the drone was
approximately $7,500, all of
which was covered by the
grant the department received.
Several other rural counties
in the area also received the
same grant, including Lake of
the Woods County and Kittson
County. The addition of a drone
to these rural areas is a great
thing and the Sheriff's Depart-
ment is grateful to Greater NW
EMS for providing them this
opportunity.

Sheriff Mitch Bernstein
stated that the deputies who
are trained to operate the drone
are allowed to take it out for
practice flights. This will help
keep their skills sharp in the
event they need to dispatch the
drone in an emergency.

All flight hours need to be
reported to the Minnesota Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehension.
Extensive log books are kept
for all flights, even those that
are for practice.

The department will have to
experiment with cold weather
flights, but pilot Mason Johnson
says they are hopeful.

The front of E&J Grocery in Oklee boasts new signs
with school logos. The sign also states that the business is
Veteran owned and operated, as Jason and Erika Beckett
are both Veterans. Be sure to stop in to E&dJ soon for a visit
and your next grocery haul!

Calendar of Events

Wed, Aug. 31:

-11:30 a.m. Senior
Meals delivered - Call
to order.

- 4:00-8:00 p.m. Open
House at School

-7:00 p.m. Bingo at
Plummer Legion.

Thu, Sept. 1:

-11:30 a.m. Senior
Meals delivered - Call
to order.

Fri, Sept. 2:

-Noon deadline for
Oklee Herald news

Sat, Sept. 3:

-Support your local
business — Shop Locally!

Sun, Sept. 4:

-Worship at the church
— check inside for church
times and places.

Mon, Sept. 5:

-11:30 a.m. Senior
Meals delivered - Call
to order.

-Labor Day! The Her-
ald will be one day late.

Tue, Sept. 6:

-11:30 a.m. Senior
Meals delivered - Call
to order.

-First Day of School!

Wed, Sept. 7:

-11:30 a.m. Senior
Meals delivered - Call
to order.

-7:00 p.m. Bingo at
Plummer Legion.



C Church news

OKLEE LUTHERAN
PARISH
Zion and Salem

Pastor Linda Molitor

Sun, Sept. 4: 9:00 a.m. Zion.
10:30 a.m. Salem.

Wed, Sept. 7: 7:00 p.m.
WELCA at Salem.

Sermons are on GVTEL
Channel 35 (10 am Sunday & 2
pm Tuesday), also on Facebook
or YouTube.

CATHOLIC PARISHES
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA &
GOODRIDGE
Fr. Bryan Kujawa

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. St. Fran-
cis—Oklee. 10:15 a.m.—Grygla.
12:00 p.m. — Goodridge.

Go to: http://www.oggcatho-
lic.org/ for service times.

BROOKS - RED LAKE
FALLS
CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Saturday: St. Joseph RLF
5:30 p.m.

Sunday: Brooks Sunday
8:00 a.m. St. Joseph 10:00 a.m.

IMMANUEL-EBENEZER
LUTHERAN PARISH
ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson

Sun, Sept. 4: 9:00 a.m. Wor-
ship at Immanuel. 10:30 a.m.
at Ebenezer.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH
Bethany-Ekelund-Faith
Pastor Kristen Ostercamp

Sun, Sept. 4: 10:30 a.m.
Joint Worship at Faith. Meal
to follow.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive — Nazareth
Oak Park - St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Sat, Sept. 3: Mt Olive: 9:00

a.m.

Oklee Senior
Site Dining

September 4-9

No congregate meals served.

If you are over the age of 60
and you want a meal delivered
to your home, call the Oklee
Cafe 796-5666. Please call by
Friday to order your meals from
the menu below. If the cafe runs
short, it will be Cook’s Choice.
A $5.00 per meal donation is
suggested.

Menu will be on Channel
2 on GVTEL Television on
Wednesday.

Sun: Meatballs, mashed po-
tatoes and gravy, creamed corn,
dinner roll, milk and dessert.

Mon: Café is closed.

Tue: Patty melt, potato
salad, fresh fruit, milk and
dessert.

Wed: Chicken and broccoli
alfredo, salad, garlic toast, milk
and pudding.

Thur: Rice hotdish, egg roll,
fruit salad, milk and dessert.

Fri: Country fried steak,
mashed potatoes with gravy,
buttered peas, milk and fruit
crisp.

Sun, Sept. 4: St. Petri: 8:00
a.m, SS 9:15. Oak Park: 9:45
a.m, SS 8:45. Nazareth: 11:00
a.m, SS 10:00.

Wed, Sept. 7: Wednesday
School: 5-7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
Vespers. 7:00 p.m. Lutheran
Youth Saints.

Find services and past ser-
mons at www.facebook.com/
clearwaterlutheranparish

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LeBon, Pastor
Tyler Stynsberg,
Assoc. Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.
com

Wed, Aug. 31: 6:30 p.m.
Youth Group.

Sat, Sept. 3: 7:00 a.m. Men’s
Bible Study.

Sun, Sept. 4: 9:00 a.m. Sun-
day School. 10:00 a.m. Worship.

Tue, Sept. 6: 9:30 a.m. La-
dies Devotions.

Wed, Sept. 7: 6:30 p.m.
Youth Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund
Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson,

Lay Minister

Sun, Sept. 4:9:00 a.m. Lund.
10:30 a.m. Bethany.

CDC safety guidelines for
COVID-19 will be followed.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston
Seth Johnson,
Head Pastor

Sundays: 9:00 a.m. Sunday
School. 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service.

Wednesday Evening: 6:30
p.m. Kids, High School & Adult
programs.

Services will continue to
be live-streamed on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/
bethelfosston) as an alternative
to attending in person.

Tri-Valley Public

Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for
anyone. There are no age or
income guidelines. However,
children under the age of four
must be accompanied by an
adult and children under the
age of one must be secured in
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is
available, allowing those with
special needs more comfort-
able, safe and convenient
method of transportation. All
of our buses are handicapped
accessible and lift-equipped.
All of our drivers are trained
and certified.

To reserve a seat, please
call one business day prior
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432.

For Polk, Red Lake and
Clearwater County stops:

Every Monday — Grand
Forks.

Every 2n0d
Mahnomen.

Every 4% Tuesday — Thief
River Falls

Every 1%, 3", & 5" Wednes-
day — Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2" & 4% Friday —
Bemidji.

Tuesday -

successful.

Labor Day
In The United States

he first Labor Day Parade occurred in New York
Cityin 1882.1n 1894, President Grover Cleveland
designated the first Monday in September as Labor Day

The United States is stillaland
of freedom and opportunity. In
our country, a person can start
out poor, work hard and become

STATE
BANK

PO Box 69 Oklee, MN 56742
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Red Lake County

Commissioner's Minutes

RED LAKE COUNTY
Regular Meeting Held
August 9, 2022

Pursuant to adjournment of its
last meeting, the Red Lake County
Board of Commissions duly met in
regular session at the Courthouse
in Red Lake Falls, MN on August
9, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. Chair Weiss
called the meeting to order. All
Commissioners were present. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Commissioner Flage moved,
seconded by Remick and carried
unanimously to approve the agenda.

Highway Engineer Erik Hove
met with the board on several items.
Hove informed the board that he
has accepted another position in
Grand Forks, ND and therefore was
submitting his letter of resignation
effective on September 9, 2022.
Hove mentioned that he has enjoyed
working with the County Board and
a good staff that made his job go
smoothly. The board members
complimented Hove on all the
projects completed during his tenure
as Engineer. There was no action
taken.

The following are updates
provided by Hove:

* Hove distributed the 2021

RED
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‘Annual Report’ for the Red Lake
County Highway Department
summarizing the budgeted expenses
and amounts spent, discussed billing
rates, reviewed the various road
construction projects and future
projects planned.

* Hove requested approval to
allow a Grade 14, Step 6 salary to
the mechanic applicant Dustin Miller
equivalentto $26.12 per hour. Motion
made by Commissioner Gerardy,
seconded by Flage and carried
unanimously to approve the request
as presented.

e Hove presented an MOU
(Memorandum of Understanding)
with City of Red Lake Falls for the
CSAH 1 reconstruction project and
recommended its approval. Hove
informed that in the 5-year plan the
county is planning to collaborate
on a street reconstruction project
on CSAH 1 from Trunk Highway
32 to McLean Avenue NE. The
project will include storm sewer,
sidewalks, roadway reconstruction,
lighting and intersection analysis at
the school. The city also plans to
review their watermain and sanitary
sewer system and include other
necessary improvements to the
project. Hove stated that an MOU
has been developed similar to those

KURTIS ELLEFSON
RED)LAKE|COUNTY

218-689-8
1-888-LINKVET

Email: kellefsoncvso@hotmail.com
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Bev & Ted Lundmark were named Queen and King for
the Leonard Centennial last weekend.

Lundmarks are Queen and King

Bev & Ted Lundmark were
named Queen and King for
the Leonard Centennial last
weekend.

It was part of the Leonard
Bash. The two have spent
most of their lives in Dudley
Township.

Ted was the manager of the
Leonard Co-Op Creamery and
the last butter maker in town.

He had served as the Leon-
ard Mayor and Clerk. He had

bee a trustee of the Clearwater
County Historical Society. Bev
was also on the city council. She
worked for Arctic Cat and as
a home health aide. They were
busy working when the first
Leonard Bash started.

Ted is the son of Vernon
and Hilda Lundmark and Bev
the daughter of Clarence and
Birdie George. They are the
parents of five children: Keith,
Melanie, Zane, Kelly and Tony.

2nd Annual e-Race Stigma
Community Walk/Run Aims to
Provide Hope and Healing

We invite the Crookston
and surrounding communities
to join us for the 2nd Annual
e-Race Stigma Community
5K Walk/Run on Saturday,
September 17, 2022. The free
event will kick off at Crookston
High School at 10 a.m. New
this year, we're adding a 5K
run option. Participants will
receive a swag bag, and there
will be food trucks on site.

"We'll have a mental health
expo inside the school so people
can grab resources and talk to
local agencies about services
in the Crookston area,” said
Shannon Abrahamson, event
coordinator, NW8 AMHI Co-
ordinator, and Suicide Pre-
vention Lead for the H.O.P.E.
Coalition. “We plan to have food
trucks onsite, so even if you
cannot participate in the walk
or run, you can still come out
to connect, have lunch with us,
and help us erase the stigma
around suicide."

Several groups have part-
nered to organize this event,
including Polk County Social
Services, Polk County Pub-
lic Health, Crookston Public

Sudoku Solution

Schools, the H.O.P.E. Coalition,
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Minnesota, and Alluma. Many
other local agencies plan to
attend and provide resources
on the day of the event.

“We know human connec-
tion and relationships are
critical to healthy communities
and preventing suicide. We
want everyone to know how
to get help when life feels too
heavy,” says Sarah Reese, Polk
County Public Health Director.
“We want family members and
friends supporting someone
struggling with thoughts of
suicide to have resources and
tools to keep their loved ones
safe. By coming out to this
event, we're letting our friends
and neighbors know they are
not alone.”

If you'd like more informa-
tion or want to find out how
you can help, please email
info@allumacares.org or visit
the event page on Facebook.

If you or someone you know
is in crisis or needs support,
please call our 24/7 Support &
Crisis Helpline at 1-800-282-
5005 or text MN to 741741.

used for cooperative projects with
cities in the past; it identifies the
financial responsibilities/cost splits of
the project as well as the roles and
responsibilities throughout the project
life. The MOU has been reviewed by
the Red Lake County Attorney and
recently approved by the City of Red
Lake Falls. Commissioner Remick
moved and seconded by Dudycha
to approve the collaboration with the
City of Red Lake Falls regarding the
CSAH road project. Motion carried
unanimously.

* Hove requested approval of
a contract with Stantec Consulting
Services, Inc. to provide professional
services for the CSAH 1 (Hamilton
Ave NE) reconstruction project, and
to repair the trail from Voyager’s
View to 7th St NE along CSAH
13. Stantec currently serves as
the City Engineer for Red Lake
Falls and will be doing all of the
engineering for the city’s utility work
and repairing the Bottineau Trail.
Since the city will be a stakeholder
in this project, Hove recommended
the county utilize the same consultant
to maximize efficiency and save
money for both parties. Once a
contract is approved, a survey, public
outreach and design can begin with
the goal of construction in 2023. The
contract fee is 8% of construction
costs and all of these fees are
budgeted for and eligible for state aid
construction funding. Commissioner
Flage moved, seconded Gerardy and
carried by unanimous vote to approve
the request as presented.

« Engineer Hove also requested
approval of the American
Engineering Testing (AET) proposal
for soil borings. The soil borings are
needed to help avoid any unexpected
changes during construction. AET
has provided a proposal to provide
soil borings on the CSAH 1 (Hamilton
Ave.) reconstruction project and will
complete (5) soil borings and compile
a report for a $4,500.00 lump sum
fee. Motion to approve said proposal
made by Commissioner Gerardy,
seconded by Flage and carried
unanimously.

Commissioner Remick moved,
seconded by Dudycha and carried
unanimously to approve the following
expenditures for the period:

Vendor Amount
American Engineering Testing
Inc. $3,410.00
Red Lake Falls City Clerk
$2,900.00
DBS Backhoe & Excavation
LLC $24,154.25

Kruse Backhoe Service LLC

$5,456.03
Moore Engineering, Inc.
$3,817.00
Red Lake County Co-op
$48,141.63
Thibert Chev-Buick
$2,534.62
Titan Machinery $3,829.71

Truenorth Steel, Inc

$9,360.10

Ziegler Cat $254,099.60
39 Vendors less than $2,000

$15,902.36

FINAL TOTAL $373,605.30

The following expenditures were
added: $618,157.88 to Davidson
Construction; $500.00 to AFRAN;
$926.75 to Office of MNIT Services,
and $15.99 expenses and $90.00 per
diem to Ron Weiss.

The following Commissioner/
Committee reports were shared:

Commissioner Committee Report

Dudycha: Reviewed the Inter
County CC financial audit. Attended
a Tri-County Corrections meeting
noting that the number of inmates has
increased and that the juvenile center
is to open mid-November.

Gerardy: Nothing to report.

Flage: Nothing to report.

Remick: Attended a County
Safety meeting and met with the HR
Director regarding County Auditor
position applicants, discussed Local
49er’s regarding union negotiations,
and a personnel issue at Highway
Department.

Weiss: Met with HR Director
regarding Auditor applicants,
discussed Local 49’ers union
negotiations topics, and addressed
a personnel issue at Highway
Department.

Commissioner Gerardy
moved, seconded by Remick and
unanimously carried to approve
the minutes from the July 26, 2022
regular meeting as presented.

Auditor Schmitz reported on
the proposed increase in the 2022/
Pay 2023 Enbridge values. Schmitz
also reported that the county will be
receiving a WCRA (Workers Comp)
special distribution from the

Minnesota Counties Insurance
Trust.

There being no further business
the regular board meeting adjourned
to August 23, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Attest:

Robert Schmitz, County Auditor

Ron Weiss, Chairman,
Board of Commissioners
024C

For Sale on Bids

201

for one month.

Polaris 800 6x6 Ranger with 458 miles.
Freshly serviced, all oils and belt done at
Hubert’'s. Will be sold with original box on unit.
We have the right to refuse any bids. Mail or drop
off bids at city of oklee office. Bids will be open

0z21C

Oklee and
Brooks
Residents
Please
note:

Due to the Labor
Day Holiday,
Garbage will be
picked up
Tuesday,
September 6th.

023-24C

JOHNSON'
Q/—\\

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

Thief River Falls « 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls « 218-253-2128
Oklee «218-796-5177

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com
046TFC

Oklee Centennial Cookbook
Recipe Corner - Page 106
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Minnesota’s
historic
northwest
celebrates 25
years

Submitted by Marshall
County Historical Society

One of the things we appre-
ciate most about small-town
and rural life in northwest
Minnesota has to be the way
we can join with our neighbors
to get things done. A very suc-
cessful example of this concept
is a regional historical society
known as The Minnesota’s
Historic Northwest, which is
noting its 25th birthday this
summer.

This group, which includes
historical museums in twelve
counties, including: Marshall
County Historical Society and
The Old Home Town Museum
in Stephen. The group takes an
active role in bringing in grant
funds and special projects that
wouldn’t be easy to obtain if
individual museums were on
their own.

When the group first orga-
nized in 1997 it was known
as Minnesota’s Historic Great
Northwest, with the name
being shortened in 2000 to its
current one. The organization’s
mission is “to routinely join
together our historic and cul-
tural organizations in order to
promote our area’s history. Our
focus is to plan group events
and projects that celebrate our
area’s richness and diversity.”

To that end, the group
sponsored annual “Preserving
A Sense of Place” seminars
with themes like Community,
Culture and the Visitor; Por-
traying History to The Traveler
and Through Living History.
The group has also hosted
workshops presented by the
Minnesota Historical Society
on collections care, displaying
Native American artifacts, and
archive and library techniques.
A summer two-day auto tour
was promoted in 2003 where
participants traveled to mu-
seums in the northwest and
at each location enjoyed a
special tour and a meal or treat
before heading on to the next
location. Recently the group
has partnered with Minneso-
ta Historical Society and the
Minnesota Alliance of Local
History Museums for on-going
workshops and events.

Currently twelve county and
a half dozen local museums
make up the Northwest group:
the county museums of Becker,
Beltrami, Clearwater, Kittson,
Lake of the Woods, Marshall,
Mahnomen, Roseau, Red Lake,
Norman, Pennington, and
Polk. In these twelve counties
there are over 50 historic sites
ranging from county museums
to a Wilderness Drive to more
than a dozen National Registry
Historic Sites, including two
locations in Marshall County.
The local museums who are
active include: the East Polk
Heritage Museum, The Sand
Hill Settlement Society, the
Oklee museum, the Tri-River
Pioneer Museum, The Warroad
Heritage Center, the North
Beltrami Heritage Center, and
The Old Home Town Museum.

In 1998 the Historic NW was
honored with an Achievement
Award at the Red River Valley
Heritage Society Awards. The
group frequently publishes an

area brochure available to trav-
elers in the northwest region.
For many years, participating
museums have submitted sto-
ries and information about
upcoming events at their mu-
seum that are compiled into a
newsletter. It is mailed to all
members and friends of each
participating museum so that
it reaches over 2,500 people
nation-wide.

One of the largest projects
completed was a 2008 Minne-
sota Sesquicentennial project
that included developing a
traveling exhibit and accom-
panying book that celebrated
the northwest regions shared
and individual histories. A total
of 150 Photographs from ten
counties traveled the region
during 2008 to celebrate the
150th Birthday of Minnesota.
Those same 150 photographs
were bound into a “coffee ta-
ble” book as a sesquicentennial
keepsake. This project won a
Merit Award from the Amer-
ican Association of State and
Local History.

In 2010 the partners devel-
oped a new traveling exhibit:
Faith Matters: Churches of
Minnesota’s Historic North-
west. It is a photo exhibit of
the area’s historic churches,
which traveled throughout the
region in 2010 - 2012. This
project was funded by a grant
from the Hartz Foundation.
Also,in 2010 the group received
a grant from the Minnesota
Historical Society for a series
of workshops on collections
care and proper storage of ar-
tifacts. Participating museums
received training from peers
and an assortment of storage
materials and boxes.

In 2014 travelling exhibit
was developed that features
the Inventors, Innovators and
Entrepreneurs of Northwest
Minnesota. Funded in part
with Hartz Foundation grant
funds and a grant from the
Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety, the exhibit is currently
traveling around the region.
“Innovators, Inventors and En-
trepreneurs” won a Minnesota
History Award in the Public
Programs division from the
Minnesota Alliance of Local
History Museums.

The group networks with
non-museum organizations as
well. “The King of Trails” a
group that promotes Highway
75; area chambers of commerce,
the Minnesota Department
of Tourism, arts groups, The
Pembina Trail RC&D and area
economic development organi-
zations have all been partners
with the Historic Northwest
in its various projects. The
Northwest Regional Develop-
ment Commission facilitates
meetings and assists with
many aspects of the newsletter
and workshop planning.

The Historic NW partners
adopted a policy and code of
conduct in 2001 where each
participant agreed to conform
to three codes of conduct: to
make a good effort to attend
meetings; to follow through on
commitments made to particu-
lar assignments; and to abstain
from interference with one
another’s policies. In 2009 the
group applied for and received
a 501c3 non-profit designation,
so a more formal set of bylaws
and constitution was adopted
at that time.

The group has changed and
evolved slightly over the years.
At any given time six or more
organizations may be partici-
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In July, Fr Bryan Kujawa moved to Oklee to serve the Catholic parishes of Oklee,

pating, while others may opt
out of a particular project. Each
project interests different orga-
nizations at different levels so
it 1s a true collaboration every
time a project is undertaken.

The group maintains a web
site, mnhistoricnw.org which
lists our museums, informa-
tion about hours and events,
and will soon have a blog
component.

There is a small annual
membership fee to belong,
which pays for the web site
costs. Organizations with paid
staff pay $25.00 per year and
all-volunteer organizations pay
$15.00. Each organization paid
a $100.00 one-time initial fee
to join. As each new project is
implemented, participants pay
an equal share of costs. Meet-
ings are held on an “as needed”
basis, usually quarterly, with
an annual meeting in the early
Spring (usually February) and
a fall meeting to plan the next
year’s events.

In 2018 the Historic NW
received a large grant from the
Minnesota Historical Society
Legacy Grant program to cre-
ate a traveling exhibit on the
Fur Trade. Fifteen stories were
developed that travel quarterly
to locations to tell the story
of the fur trade in our region.
This exhibit will be traveling
around the region for the next
two years.

Officers in the organization
come from all of the counties.
Ethel Thorlacius from Mar-
shall County was its found-
ing member and longtime
president. Dean Vikan from
Polk County, Solveig Kitchell
from Norman County, Ta-
mara Edevold from Clearwater
County, and Marlys Hirst from
Lake of the Woods have all
served terms as president of
the Historic Northwest.

Others who have served
as officers of the organization
include: Amy Degerstrom from
Becker county, Cindy Adams
from Kittson County, Kent
Broten from Marshall County,
the late Norma Hanson from
The Goodridge Area Historical
Society, Diane Mostad, North
Beltrami Heritage center,
Lindsay Marshall from Lake of
the Woods, Charleen Haugen
and Britt Dahl from Roseau
County, Ann Lindblom from
Mahnomen County and Al-
den Anderson from Norman
County,

Current officers are Tamara
Edevold, Clearwater County,
President; Lindsay Marshall,
Lake of the Woods County,
Vice President; Britt Dahl,
Roseau County, Treasurer and
Diane Mostad, North Beltrami
Heritage Center is Secretary.

Ix2

Sounds like
multiplication?

Guess again.

It's newspaper talk for a
one-column by 3-inch ad.

Too small to be effective?
You're reading
this one!

Richards
Publishing Co., Inc.

Gonvick  487-5225

Goodridge and Grygla. He is looking forward to meeting people in our communities, and
recently hosted a lawn party with yard games and a tour of his Oklee home. Parishioners
from Oklee, Goodridge and Grygla enjoyed a nice, warm summer evening, the yard games,

and fellowship.
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Statepoint
Crossword
"Award-
Winning
Dramas"

ACROSS

1. Radiant light

5. Ceiling prop

8. Sweatshirt attachment

12. Auricular

13. Lightly colored

14. Like a certain lass

15. Rotterdam or Singapore,
e.g.
16. Greek god of love
17. Event host
18. *1960 Golden-Globe
winner with Kirk Douglas

20. The Bee ___

21. Rowed

22. Costa del __

23. *1922 Pulitzer-win-
ning "Long Day's Journey into
Night" author

26. *James Cameron's 1997
Oscar-winner

30. Steal

31. "Killers of the Flower
Moon" tribal members

34. All's opposite

35. *2021 "royal" Emmy
winner

37. "One Fish Two Fish
_ Fish..."

38. More eccentric

39. Assistant

40. Expels

42. Before, old-fashioned

43. Consummate profession-
al, in music

45. Mid-body narrowing, pl.

47. Feather glue

48. Library offerings

50. Cry like a baby

52. *"The " 1972 mafia
Oscar winner

56. Jeopardy, not the game

57. Type of molding

58. This location

59. Full of blood vessels

60. Christian of haute-cou-
ture

61. Suite cleaner

62. Mountain goat terrain

63. D.C. bigwig

64. Middle of March

DOWN
1. Brewer's perennials
2. Perching place

FOR NEWS AND ADS

. Italian money
. Type of local tax
. Travesty
. Not silently
.Loch
*2012 Emmy-winning
espionage thriller
9. Fairy tale opener
10. Half of binary code, pl.
11. Yellow #5, e.g.
13. Bits of wisdom
14. Fathered
19. Bird of prey's weapon
22. Female sib
23. __ 'srazor
24. Waterwheel
25. Horace's poem
26. Danson and Kennedy
27. Lymph "containers"
28. Lacking vigor
29. Roman counterpart of
Greek Demeter
32. *Ben Affleck's 2012

® DU w

Golden Globe best drama
winner

33. Wow

36.*2000-2003 White House
Emmy winner, with The

38. Port city in Japan

40. Get it wrong

41. BOGO offer

44. Total amount

46. Isthmus, pl.

48. Railroad car undercar-
riage

49. Theater, to Socrates

50. Samuel Adams, e.g.

51. Operatic solo

52. Hermes and Apollo

53. Cabbage amount

54. Great Lake

55. *Best Director Os-
car-winner Warren Beatty's
1981 film

56. Rubber substitute, acr.
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DEADLINE

IS FRIDAYS AT 12:00 NOON.

CONTACT THE OKLEE HERALD AT 218-796-5181

Red Lake Falls Library

New adult nonfiction in-
cludes "Dangerous Rhythms:
Jazz and the Underworld" by
T. J. English; this book "tells
the symbiotic story of jazz and
the underworld: a relationship
fostered in some of 20th century
America’s most notorious vice
districts. For the first half of
the century mobsters and mu-
sicians enjoyed a mutually ben-
eficial partnership. By offering
artists like Louis Armstrong,
Duke Ellington, Billie Holiday,
Ella Fitzgerald and others a
stage, the mob, including Al
Capone, provided opportuni-

ties that would not otherwise
have existed. Through the
author's voluminous research
and keen narrative skills,
Dangerous Rhythms re-
veals a fascinating slice
of American history in
all its sordid glory."
"An Im- >
mense World: How
Animal Senses Reveal
the Hidden Realms Around Us"
by Ed Yong; "The earth teems
with sights, textures, sounds,
vibrations, smells, tastes, elec-
tric and magnetic fields. In An
Immense World, Ed Yong coax-

es us beyond our own senses
to encounter beetles that are
drawn to fires, turtles that
can track the Earth’s magnetic
fields, fish that fill rivers with
= electrical messages, and
even humans who wield
sonar like bats. We
learn what bees see in
flowers, what songbirds
hear in their tunes, and
what dogs smell on the street.

We listen to stories of piv-
otal discoveries in the field,
while looking ahead at the
many mysteries that remain
unsolved."

NECTARINES ARE STONE FRUITS
VERY CLOSELY RELATED TO
THIS TYPE OF FRUIT.

SIHIVIL HAIAMSNY

Maze Craze

Can you find your way

through the maze?

THIS DAY IN...

29

Start

|
JIT;
C

HISTORY

*1831: MICHAEL
FARADAY DISCOVERS
ELECTROMAGNETIC
INDUCTION

e

+ 1898: THE GOODYEAR
TIRE COMPANY IS
FOUNDED.

* 1997: NETFLIX IS
LAUNCHED AS AN

INTERNET-BASED
DVD RENTAL SERVICE

SUCCULENT

tender, juicy
and tasty

gy
BB,

ENGLISH: Peach
SPANISH: Melocotén
ITALIAN: Pesca
FRENEH: Péche

GERMAN: Pfirsich

PEACHES ARE USED TO ADD FLAVOR
TO MANY DIFFERENT FOODS. L=

PERHAPS THAT'S WHY EACH
YEAR THE UNITED STATES ( .

GROWS 1.9 BILLION
POUNDS OF PEACHES.

2

P GET THE |

| PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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Oklee Herald Early Files

Eighty Years Ago

September 3, 1942

Mrs. O.E. O'Neill and son
Larry drove to Crookston to
spend a few days. While there,
Larry got a tonsillectomy.

Carl Lerohl, who enlisted in
the Navy, left for Fargo where
he would receive training.

Miss Grace McManus re-
turned last week from Glacier
National Park where she spent
her summer vacation.

Harold Lindquist and Har-
old Melby left for a trip to
Minneapolis and Chicago.

Weekly News Analysis:
Brazil's Declaration of War on
Axis Aids Western Hemisphere
Solidarity; 'Largest' U.S. Con-
voy Reaches Britain; Marines
Score Again in Pacific Drive.

Seventy Years Ago

September 4, 1952

Last week Henry Moen
picked up a stone hatchet,
possibly a Native American
hatchet perhaps several hun-
dred years old.

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Williams
and Janice of Nashwauk spent
the weekend at the Maynard
Mandt home.

Janet Christopherson re-
turned home from Minneapolis
to spend two weeks before
entering nurse's training at
Fairview Hospital.

Sixty Years Ago

August 30, 1962

Gov. Elmer Andersen urged
Minnesota drivers to turn their
lights on for safe driving during
Labor Day weekend.

Small grain harvest was
nearing completion.

Army private Duane How-
ard completed a five week
aircraft maintenance course
at Fort Rucker, AL.

Reuben Witte of Morton
visited over the weekend at the
home of George Hesse.

Carol Boucher and Charles
Bachand exchanged wedding
vows on July 14th.

51st Annual
Blast To Brooks
on September
10th

The Blast to Brooks is anoth-
er great small town gathering
to attend on a late summer Sat-
urday. The planning committee
has worked hard to organize
events that will appeal to all
who attend. Signature smiley
face buttons are available at
Brooks business locations and
at the city office, get yours
today!

Events such as the Blast
to Brooks and Oklee Market
Day are an important part of
small-town culture and provide
a great opportunity for catching
up with old friends or meeting
new ones.

It's not too late to submit an
entry for the parade or car show,
enter the cornhole tournament,
purchase raffle tickets or bring
a vendor booth for people to
shop at. Mark your calendar
for Saturday, September 10th,
it'll be a "Blast"!

Oklee Bobcats faced off in a
football scrimmage against the
Fosston Greyhounds.

Fifty Years Ago

1972

There are no loose copies
or bound books for this year.
If you have saved 1972 papers
and are looking for a new home
for them, bring them in to the
Oklee Herald office. Thanks

Forty Years Ago

August 26, 1982

Firemen held a safety drill
at the Oklee Elevator.

Anita Hanson was a new
barber at Carolyn's Clipper.

Oklee school enrollment was
168 students in the elementary
and 152 students in the high
school, per Superintendent
Bronken.

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brug-
geman announced the en-
gagement of their daughter,
Lynette, to Richard Haugen.

Mr. and Mrs. K.B. Knutson
of Oklee celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary.

"Cardinals could be a sleep-
er"- Plummer football team,
coached by Gary Brantl and
Rick Koivisto had potential.

Oklee Bobcats threw the
football for over 1,000 yards
the previous season and the
quarterback and all his re-
ceivers were returning to the
field again.

Thirty Years Ago

September 2, 1992

A baby shower was held
for Kari Hamm and her son
Conway.

Mustang football was fea-
tured on the front page. The
team was made up of 37 young
men.

Tuesday, September 8th
would be the first day of school
in 1992.

Melissa Asselin was recov-
ering from 'Guillian-Barre' syn-
drome, after a series of unusual
symptoms plagued her.

"Red Lake County- We've

had enough rain!"

Weekend guests came to
stay at the home of Bud and
Arlene Zimpel. Guests were in
town for the wedding of Nancy
Zimpel to Tom Bray.

Kern, Brian and Brandon
Tillman were visitors of Lorena
Westerlund.

Renae Marquis and Cory
called at the Kenneth Peterson
home on Thursday.

Coya Knutson met with
Lorelei Kraft to compare cam-
paigns. Coya was Minnesota's
only woman ever elected to
Congress at that point.

The 21st annual Blast to
Brooks was coming up on
September 11 & 12th.

Twenty Years Ago

September 5, 2002

The catholic church was to
receive a 100 year old church
bell in the Spring.

RLCC volleyball team
looked promising after coming
off of the last season with a
19-6 record. Nancy Bray was in
her 9th season as head coach.

The women of Immanuel
Church held their fall bazaar at
the church. There were baked
goods, crafts and a rummage
sale.

E&L Electric softball team
took 3rd place of 34 teams at
the state tournament.

Ten Years Ago

August 29, 2012

Oklee Farmers Co-op cele-
brates the 100 year mark of
operation.

The Freedom Living Center
in Oklee hosted a celebration
at their building for National
Assisted Living Week.

Plow Day was a success.
Eric Mickelson wrote an article
describing all the tractors that
were there.

Gerald Engesether of Wichi-
ta Falls, Texas came to visit the
home of Marvin and Bernice.

Crossword Solution " Award-
Winning Dramas"
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Senior Site News & Other Things

By Volunteers Jo Lambert & Bonny Cote

Site number: 218-796-5149

Crafting Class

Sue Beaudoin is offering
another class of a craft of
paper art. We can only accept
six people to sign up. Her class
is fun, and it is so fun to see
the craft start from pieces of
paper to become a beautiful
card, basket, ete. If you would
like to sign up, please call the
Senior Site to sign up or stop
by. If you don’t show up for
the class, you will be charged
for the supplies. Cost is $5.00.
The class is set for August 30th
at 2 p.m. at the Senior Site
dining room.

el

Craft Shop Hours

The Senior Craft Shop hours
are changing to 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. So, if you need a great
gift for someone or just want
something for yourself, we have
some great items for sale. Stop
in and check it out. And if
you can't come during regular
business hours, feel free to
call Jo Lambert to make an
appointment. Some of the items
for sale in the Craft Shop are
very unique. We have hand
crafted cards for all occasions,

table runners, mittens, quilts,
wood crafts, scrubbies for those
difficult dishwashing jobs,
pillow cases, beautiful flow-
er arrangements, and much
more. We also have the Oklee
Centennial Cookbook, History
book and other Centennial
items for sale.
Sl

Puzzler’s Corner

There are a number of se-
niors that enjoy doing puzzles.
If you have a 300 large piece
puzzle or other puzzles that
are not too difficult, and you
don’t know what to do with it,
consider donating to the Senior
Site for a Puzzler’s Corner.
This will be a sharing project.
All puzzles can be taken out
and returned for other to enjoy.

Sedededed

Senior Meals:

If you want to order a Senior
Meal see the menu instructions
on page 2 in the Senior Menu.
You will notice that the cafe
1s going to be closed on Mon-
days, but is offering a meal on
Sunday, so you can still get 5

meals a week if you choose.
Fededefet

Congregate Meals:

If we can get enough volun-
teers to set up for congregate
meals, we could start having
them at the site. If you are
interested in being a dining
volunteer, please let Jo Lam-
bert know. Thank you!

Sedesedese

Activity Dates

To Remember

Wednesday: Cards at 1:30

.m.

Thursday: Bingo at 2 p.m.

Will call regular players if it

gets canceled. **Remember if

you don't feel good, stay home.
S

Points to Ponder

* Treat others with respect
and don’t force your opinions
on others.

* Everybody should spend
more time thinking about what
is really essential.

* People first, things second.

* Don’t just take from life,
put something back.

Sedesedese

Have a great week!
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to view photos of events in the area.

i Couaty Canany

A supplement of the:

Leader-Record * Oklee Herald * McIntosh Times * Grygla Eagle

LEADER RECORD OKLEE HERALD

www. TriCoCanary.com

GRYGLA EAGLE MCINTOSH TIMES

/

Plummer News
By Alice Jobe 218-465-4402
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This past week, Becky Es-
keli moved to the cities where
she has a new job. She lived in
the former Howard Greenwald
house.

Laura Dodson, mother of
Pastor Jonathan Dodson re-
cently spent time visiting the
family.

On Wednesday, the Sorvig
grandkids visited Annie and
Barb Schmitz. They’re from
St. Hilaire.

On Tuesday, Karen Tvedt’s
great grandson visited her.

Alice Jobe visited Anne
Traxler on Tuesday afternoon.

Anna DeHate spent Satur-
day at the lake with her family.

Alice Jobe attended a fam-
ily gathering at her youngest
brother Jack Kukowski’s home

North of Badger. It was held
outdoors and it was a beauti-
ful afternoon. Phyllis and Joe
Unsuk of Warroad came, also
Loren and Mike Kukowski,
David and Krista Kukowski
and brother Allan of Badger.
Also, Jana and Dereck of Wil-
liams and little Elle (who is 9
months old). Also, there were
some friends that came. Elle is
walking with hands held. She
is 9 months old and is so cute.

Wednesday, Karen Tvedt,
Anne Traxler, Anna DeHate,
Micki Duden and Alice Jobe
went to Carol’s Cozy for lunch.
It was a belated birthday cele-
bration for Anne Traxler. The
special was broasted chicken
— chocolate cake with cherry
flavor was the dessert.

Brooks Cenex had their
Customer Appreciation Lunch
on Wednesday from 11-2 p.m.
They served BBQs, beans,
salad, chips, ice cream and bev-
erage. They had a nice day for
it. There were door prizes also.

This week the construction
guys took out the curbing
on Main Street. Also they
installed sewer pipes on Min-
nesota and other construction
on Minnesota filling in with
gravel. There are culverts to
put in. Some were put in this
week.

It has been very dry here.
Up North, they continue to get
rain. Greenbush had one to two
inches. Roseau and Warroad
got rain also.

Have a good week!

Who’s Dat?

oL

Who’s Dat?

This week's photo is of a
young man who likes to wear
his Mohair sweater.

Last week's photo was of
Mary Ann Lambert.

Everyone has a photo or
two that would be great for
this column. Please share them
with our readers as it is one
of most popular columns of the
Oklee Herald.

Tam always in need of more
photos - School days, church
events, sports, etc. If you email
a photo, please scan at 300
dpi (high quality) if you can.
You can email to okleeherald@
gmail.com.

If you mail a photo to the
Oklee Herald office, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped
envelope so the photos can be

4 THE OKLEE HERALD

returned. Mail them to: Oklee
Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee MN
56742 Or stop by the office
and I will scan your photo
while you wait.

Deadline:
Fridays at noont

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak 218-698-4296 novakbl@gvtel.com

It has been cool and rather
cloudy lately. Over the week-
end we managed to squeeze
about a half inch of rain out
of the clouds. Other places
got up to an inch of rain, but
we didn’t get that fortunate. I
noticed that the cucumbers are
abundant this year. They like
the cooler weather.

This week there are a lot of
celebrations going on. It seems
that in the past September was
a month to get things done

SUDOKU

GRAND ALASKAN
CRUISE & TOUR

12 days, departs May - Sep 2022

AVEn
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* Prices ore per porsn besed o0 double (X capanty s o o 299 i w1 s Singie sopplemef 0.0 £ csong savehorges oy apply Adéon s, Ondard Chocht equies purchase
of Oceam Viewr o Bakony Cobin, (ffers apply o new bookings amly, mede by 3071 Otber ferms & conchions may ppy. Ask yoor Fowed
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

before winter set in.

Happy Anniversary to Kar-
en and Dick Delage who will
celebrate their 57th anniver-
sary on the 4th of September.
They were married in Oklaho-
ma because Dick was stationed
at Fort Bliss at the time. Happy
Anniversary to you Karen and
Dick. We hope your day will
be full of fun and good things.

Happy Anniversary too, to
Dianne and Clarence Gagner,
who will also celebrate their
57th anniversary on the 4th of
September. They have lived in
Brooks their entire lives. We
wish you a happy day full of
love and good wishes.

Happy Birthday to Jerome
Novak who will turn 83 this

year. I asked his mother if he
was born on Labor Day and she
said yes. I guess it was a labor
day after all. We both laughed
at that. Happy Birthday and
we hope your Honor trip is a
great success on the way to
Washington.

The Blast To Brooks plans
are firming up and it looks to be
better than before. I hope that
all come to see the parade, car
show, and all the things that
are planned. Raffle tickets are
available through members of
St. Joseph’s Church.

On September 2nd in Red
Lake Falls there is apprecia-
tion lunch for Alex Gullingsrud.
Call Steve Phillion for details.

Have a great week!

J \
$30 (r.) in trade
area - Red Lake,
East Polk &
Pennington Counties
$40 (yr.) out of
trade area
$20(6 months) in
trade area
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snowbirds - chg. of
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