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In 2020 Einar Kvasager put 
in an application for a Veteran’s 
Honor Flight Trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. Because of COVID, 
there were not trips made in 
2020 or 2021. In March 2022, 
Einar received a call inviting 
him to travel on the April 2022 
Veteran’s Honor Flight.

At first there was some 
hesitation as to the possibility 
of him making the trip, due to 
the health conditions he has 
endured the past year with 
Esophageal Cancer.

The Veteran’s Honor Flight 
of ND/MN has a team that 
fundraises to cover the cost of 
the trip for each Veteran, sends 
volunteers including medial 
staff to assist each need and 
condition of the Veterans. They 
made us feel confident Einar 
could make the trip along with 
his escort (step-daughter Jodi 
Kuznia). Einar’s wife Carol 
traveled with her son Todd Mat-
tison to meet Einar and Jodi 
and traveled with the Honor 
Flight of 85 Veterans on April 
29, 30 and May 1st. 

The plane received a “Water 
Canon Salute” from the Fire 
Department and a salute by a 
group of North Dakota National 
Guard. Einar’s face lit up when 
he asked news personality, 
Mike Morken for a picture 
together! There were several 
media people who traveled 
along, covering the stories of 
the Veterans and their trip.

Einar was a member of 
the U.S. Army for two years 
following the Korean War. He 
was stationed in Korea for one 
year working security as a dog 
handler there. He made several 
life-long friends in the Army.

The first stop on the Vet-
eran’s Honor Flight trip was 
at Fort McHenry which is 
considered the home of the 
Star-Spangled Banner. There 
are historical sites of buildings 
and cannons used on the wa-
terfront there. 

Next, we traveled to the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Memorial, this was Carol’s 
favorite stop along the water 
with views of the Washington 
and Jefferson Memorials, in a 
setting of waterfalls and flow-
ering trees.

On Sunday, Einar experi-
enced a health issue and was 
cared for by VA Dr. Carol 
Ness, so he could be rested up 
for a big banquet honoring the 
Veteran’s.

Todd & Jodi went on the 
days bus tours to Iwo Jima, 
Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Air Force Memorial, Korean 
and Vietnam War Memorials 
and Lincoln Monument. They 
took pictures for Einar and 
Carol of these events.

That evening a USO style 
program and banquet was held 
in honor of all the Veterans 

~~~~ Einar Kvasager goes on Veteran’s Honor Flight ~~~~

who each received “Mail Call” 
letters of thanks for their ser-
vice. This was a surprise for the 
Veterans. It was noted that in 
the 10-year history of the ND/
MN Veteran’s Honor Flight, 
that no one has ever received 
the amazing amount (more 
than 100) cards and letters 
that Einar received. Everyone 
loves Einar! Thank you to all 
Einar’s family and friends for 
their love and support, it was 
truly heartfelt.

Monday, May 2nd, after 
breakfast, the group traveled 
past the Pentagon (Einar’s 
favorite place to see), the 
White House, and the Capitol 
buildings on the way to the 
National Archives to view 
the U.S. Constitution, Bill of 
Rights, Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and other historical 
documents being preserved in 
a special rotunda.

Next, we traveled past the 
WWI Memorial and several 
Smithsonian Institute Build-
ings on the way to the WWII 
Memorial. There were school 
groups of kids that lined the 
sidewalks who were applauding 
and thanking the veterans as 
they were going into the WWII 
Memorial. This was Jodi’s fa-
vorite moment, seeing young 
people who truly appreciated 
the Veterans and their service 
for our freedom.

All the Veterans had a group 
picture taken at the memorial 
in their special shirts and hats 

given to them from the Honor 
Flight of ND/MN. Another pho-
to included the escorts, family 
and volunteers who traveled 
with the Veterans.

The Veterans flew back to 
Fargo in the afternoon, and 
we were welcomed home by 
members of the Military, a 
patriotic band and crowds of 
family & friends – including 
Einar’s sister Gerda and nieces 
Debbie & Dixie and friends 
Laurie and Jodi. 

This was a very memorable 
and meaningful trip to honor 
Einar and all the Veterans 
for their service. As a family 
we highly recommend any 
Veteran to apply and take a 
Veteran’s Honor Flight of ND/
MN trip and be a supporter of 
the fundraising causes to make 
these trip happen!

Submitted by Jody Kuznia

Gerald Melin places 9th and medals 
in High Jump at the 2022 Minnesota 
State Track and Field Meet

Photo left: Jodi Kuznia 
with Einar Kvasager. Jodi 
is Carol''s daughter and 
was Einar's main caregiver 
during the trip.

Photo right: Mike Morken 
from KXJB/KVLY went on 
the trip with the veterans 
and Einar asked for a photo 
with him.

Standing are Jodi Kuznia, Todd Mattison and Carol Kvasager. They accompanied 
Einar on the Veteran's Honor Flight. Todd and Carol flew on a different plane and met 
up with them in Washington D.C.

Gerald Melin (center) pictured with Head Coach, Mr. Huie (left) and Assistant Coach, 
Cheryl Matzke (right). See story on page 3.

The Veterans Honor Flight of ND/MN fundraises so 
that veterans can get a chance to go on an Honor Flight. 
They encourage veterans to sign up and go on the trip.

Einar Kvasager on the plane along with 85 other vet-
erans and their caregivers. They left on May 29 and flew 
home on June 1st.

Oklee Cafe Update!
Just before publishing this weeks paper, news came in 

that the Oklee Cafe will be open on Wednesday, June 22nd. 
Planned hours are Mon. to Sat. 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 

Sundays, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Watch for more details next week!
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**Winner of National Editorial Ass’n. 
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**Winner of Honorable Mention for 
General Excellence, Minnesota 
Newspaper Ass’n., 1962.

**Winner 1st place Typography 
Excellence, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1971.

**Winner 1st place Best Feature 
Story, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1981.

**Winner 1st place Best Single 
News or Feature Story, Minnesota 
Medical Association, 1992.

“The Oklee Herald” is published 
weekly by Richards Publishing 
Co., Inc., Box 159, Gonvick, MN 
56644-0159.
Periodical postage paid at Oklee, 

MN 56742-0009.
POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to: Oklee Herald, PO 
Box 9, Oklee, MN 56742-0009.

PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR 
ERROR: The Publisher shall not 
be liable for slight changes or typo-
graphical errors that do not lessen 
the value of an advertisement. The 
Publisher’s liability for other errors 
or omissions in connection with an 
advertisement is strictly limited to 
publication of the advertisement in 
any subsequent issue or the refund 
of any monies 
paid for the ad-
vertisement.

(U.S.P.S. 407-240)

Oklee Senior  
Site Dining

Deadline: 
Friday's at 

noon!

Red Lake 
Falls Library

O16-15C

Red Lake County
Commissioners  Minutes

Sudoku Solution

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

O46TFC

Inter-County Nursing Service 
Visit us on Facebook

Please take precautions whether you are vaccinated or not. Wear 
a mask in indoor public spaces, social distance, stay away from 
crowds, stay home if you are sick, wash you hands frequently 
and get vaccinated. 			 
				    Pennington	 Red Lake
• New confirmed cases since last report	 18	 2
• Total # of confirmed cases	 3770	 961
• # of Active Cases in Isolation	 11	 2
• Total # of Hospitalizations	 164	 39
• # Currently in Hospital	 2	 0
• Deaths	 41	 13

Weekly COVID-19 Case Update for June 10th - 16th:
Pennington County reported case ages: 7 in their 

20's-50's, 11 in their 60's-80's.  2 additional cases have 
been hospitalized, both in their 80's. Red Lake County 
reported case ages: 20's and 70's.  

This case data does not reflect positive results from 
non-laboratory tests (example: antigen rapid home tests).

June 27 - July 1
No congregate meals served.
NOTE: If you are over the 

age of 60 and you want a meal 
delivered to your home, call 
the Clearbrook LSS site at 
218-776-3154 or Jo Lambert 
at218-796-4527 the day before. 
The meals will be coming from 
Clearbrook until further notice. 
Once the Oklee Cafe is up and 
running again, we will switch 
back to meals from Oklee Cafe.

Mon: Chicken chow mein, 
rice, vegetable, bread, dessert 
and/or fruit, and milk.

Tue: Meatballs, potatoes, 
vegetable, bread, dessert and/
or fruit, and milk.

Wed: Creamy chicken po-
tatoes, peas & carrots, bread, 
dessert and/or fruit, and milk.

Thu: Pork loin, potatoes,  
vegetable, bread, dessert and/
or fruit, and milk.

**Fri: Chef's Choice, veg-
etable, bread, dessert and/or 
fruit, and milk.

** Don't know what it is, so 
marked as Chef's Choice.

wishes good luck to all the fair participants!

A proud supporter of 4H in NW Minnesota

Ultima Bank

 Winger • Fosston • Plummer • Bemidji • East Grand Forks
 www.ultimabank.com • 800-421-2588

M I N N E S O T A
PLUMMER

RED LAKE COUNTY
Regular Meeting Held 

May 24, 2022
Pursuant to adjournment of its 

last meeting the Red Lake County 
Board of Commissioners duly met in 
regular session at the Courthouse in 
Red Lake Falls, MN on May 24, 2022 
at 10:00 a.m.  Chair Weiss called the 
meeting to order.  All Commissioners 
were present.  The Pledge of Alle-
giance was recited.  

Commissioner Gerardy moved, 
seconded by Flage and carried 
unanimously to approve the agenda.

County Engineer Erik Hove met 
with the board to request approval of 
a 6 & 7 Axle Special Permit for “Road 
Construction Materials”.  Several 
local contractors are requesting that 
the County allow special permits for 
road construction materials similar 
to the neighboring counties and 
MnDOT.  Minnesota Statute 169.869 
authorizes road authorities to issue 
annual permits for trucks configured 
to carry 90,000 pounds on six-axles 
and 97,000 pounds on seven-axles.  
The axle configuration must have all 
axles below 10-ton.  Hove recom-
mended that the county follow the 
same permit fees as neighboring 
counties and MnDOT in the following 
amounts:

$300.00 annual fee for six-axle 
90,000 pounds.

$500.00 annual fee for seven-ax-
le 97,000 pounds.

Hove informed the Red Lake 
County Highway Department im-
plemented the online transportation 
permit system in the spring in 2021 
and collected $4,675.00 by the end 
of 2021 in online permit fees.  The 
software fee costs $1,500.00 annu-
ally.  Commissioner Gerardy moved, 
seconded by Flage and carried by 
unanimous vote to approve the re-
quest as presented.

Hove mentioned that he attended 
a meeting earlier in the day with 
FEMA. County damages are esti-
mated at over $100,000.00 from the 
spring flooding.

Commissioner Flage moved, 
seconded by Gerardy and carried 

unanimously to approve minutes 
from the May 2, 2022 special meet-
ing and the May 10, 2022 regular 
meeting.
Commissioner Remick moved, sec-
onded by Dudycha and carried 
unanimously to approve the follow-
ing expenditures for the period:	
Revenue: 	 $ 2,281.96
Road & Bridge:	    4,509.21
Social Services:	   308.92
TOTAL	 $7,100.89

The motion included the following 
added expenses:  $434.39 to Daco-
tah Paper;  $97.11 expenses and 
$570.00 per diem to Chuck Flage;  
$56.16 expenses and $160.00 per 
diem to John Dudycha;  $22.23 
expenses and $420.00 per diem to 
Allen Remick.

Environmental Officer Kurt Casa-
van met with the board to inform 
that there is a meeting with the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
on June 1st in Crookston to discuss 
landfill options, available grant dol-
lars, and the qualification issues 
with the Greater Minnesota Grant 
application submitted by the group 
of counties. Casavan informed that 
Stantec Engineering provided a 
revised estimate of $113,250.00 to 
complete an engineering study for 
the group of seven counties. 

Chairman Weiss discussed the 
COVID-19 County Leave Plan.  The 
current plan will expire on May 31st.  
There was discussion on whether to 
extend the current plan again.  Com-
missioner Gerardy moved, seconded 
by Flage and carried by unanimous 
vote to extend the COVID-19 County 
Leave Plan to December 31, 2022. 

Commissioner Gerardy moved, 
seconded by Flage and carried 
unanimously to sponsor an ad for 
the Red Lake County Fair.  The fair 
will be held June 23rd thru June 26th.

The following Commissioner/
Committee reports were shared:

Commissioner         Reports
Dudycha:  -Inter County Commu-

nity Council.  Completed a director 
evaluation and policy review.

Flage:  -Inter County Nursing 
discussing staffing, COVID clinics 
and an environmental grant. Met 
with the County Attorney regarding 
the county redistricting plan.

Gerardy:  -None.
Remick:  -Meetings of Alumna 

and the NW Regional Emergency 
Communications Board.

Weiss:  -Met with the County 
Attorney regarding the county redis-
tricting plan.

Auditor Schmitz informed that 
there is a Help America Vote Act 
(HAVA) grant available for election 
security items.  The county has five 
years to spend the grant funding and 
there is no county match needed.  A 
county resolution is required to sub-
mit with the application.  Commis-
sioner Flage moved and seconded 
by Gerardy to approve Resolution 
No. 05-01-22 “HAVA Election Se-
curity Grant”.  The resolution reads:

  BE IT RESOLVED, that the 
Red Lake County Board of Com-
missioners are hereby authorizing 
the County Auditor, Robert Schmitz, 
to apply for a Help America Vote Act 
(HAVA) Operating Grant on behalf of 
Red Lake County.

The motion was carried by unan-
imous vote.  The Board Chair and 
Auditor were authorized to sign 
on the county’s behalf. A complete 
document is available at the County 
Auditor’s office.

There being no further business 
the regular board meeting adjourned 
to June 14, 2022 at 10:00 a.m.

Attest:  ___________________
Robert Schmitz, County Auditor
_________________________
Ron Weiss, Chairman, 
Board of Commissioners
O14C

  Celebrate Summer
June is Dairy Month 

Come in for ice cream on June 24th

Customer Appreciation Picnic 
June 29th from 3 to 5 p.m.

    Menu: Hot Dog, Chips, 
Beans, Drink and a Gift.

Security State Security State 
Bank & AgencyBank & Agency
PO Box 69  Oklee, MN 56742

CITY LOT FOR SALE ON BIDS
Corner lot on paved streets at 315 Central Ave W in 

Plummer, MN. This beautiful corner lot is an excellent 
location to build your future home.

The lot is 150’ x 140’ with mature trees, city water & 
sewer. Opening Bids start at $10,000. Home must be built 
within two years of purchase. Bids must be submitted by 
noon Monday, August 8, 2022 to the City Clerk’s office. 

Bids will be opened Tuesday, August 9th  7:00 pm at 
the City Council meeting. Bids can be mailed to:

City Clerk 
PO Box 128 
Plummer, MN 56748. 
Call City Clerk at 218-465-4231 for more details.

Last week’s Summer Read-
ing Program prize winners 
were Yvonne Kargel, Gwenyth 
Nelson and Liam Tabert.

“ T a l e s  w i t h 
Tails” animal sto-
ryteller Kev-
in Strauss 
will be at the 
RLF Library this Friday, June 
24 at 10:30 am to present a 
program of animal folklore and 
imagery. SRP kids are especial-
ly encouraged to attend, and 
kids of all ages are welcome to 
enjoy this program.

New adult nonfiction in-
cludes “Golden: The Power of 
Silence in a World of Noise” 
by Justin Zorn & Leigh Marz; 
“Golden reveals how to go 
beyond the ordinary rules and 
tools of mindfulness. It's a 
field guide for navigating the 
noise of the modern world ”not 
just the noise in our ears but 
also on our screens and in our 
heads. Drawing on lessons from 
neuroscience, business, spiri-
tuality, politics, and the arts, 
Marz and Zorn explore why 
auditory, informational, and 
internal silence is essential for 
physical health, mental clarity, 
ecological sustainability, and 
vibrant community.”

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Linda Molitor
Wed, June 22: 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday night Service at 
Parsonage Lawn.

Sun, June 26: 10:00 a.m. 
Joint Service at Zion.

Wed, June 29: 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday night Service at 
Parsonage Lawn.

Sermons are on GVTEL 
Channel 35 (10 am Sunday & 2 
pm Tuesday), also on Facebook 
or YouTube.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Adam Hamness
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. St. Fran-

cis – Oklee. 11:45 a.m. – Grygla. 
10:00 a.m. – Goodridge.

Go to: http://www.oggcatho-
lic.org/ for service times.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Brooks – Red Lake Falls
Catholic Parish

Fr. Bob Schreiner
Saturday: St. Joseph RLF 

5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Brooks Sunday 

8:00 a.m. St. Joseph 10:00 a.m. 

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Wed, June 22: 7:00 p.m. 
Worship at Ebenezer.

Sun, June 26: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Ebenezer. 10:30 
a.m. Worship at Immanuel. 

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

Bethany–Ekelund–Faith
Pastor Kristen Ostercamp

Sun, June 26: 10:30 a.m. 
Joint Worship at Ekelund. 
Potluck following service.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Sat, June 25: Mt Olive: 
9:00 a.m.

Sun, June 26: St. Petri: 
8:00 a.m. Nazareth: 9:45 a.m. 
Oak Park: 11:00 a.m. 

Find services and past ser-
mons at www.facebook.com/
clearwaterlutheranparish

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LeBon, Pastor

Tyler Stynsberg, 
Assoc. Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Wed, June 22: 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group.
Sun, June 26: 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School. 10:00 a.m. 
Worship.

Wed, June 29: 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Sun, June 26: No Services.
Sun, July 3: No Services.
CDC safety guidelines for 

COVID-19 will be followed.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Head Pastor

Sundays: 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School. 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service.

Wednesday Evening: 6:30 
p.m. Kids, High School & Adult 
programs.

Services will continue to 
be live-streamed on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
bethelfosston) as an alternative 
to attending in person.
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Many 
T h a n k s 
to all who 
c a l l e d 

and those who came by 
to wish me a Happy 90th 
birthday.

Frankie Cyr

O
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Please join us for a
Retirement Open house 

for Steve Hauert
Thursday June 30th

2pm-4pm
Red Lake Falls Highway 

Department Shop
 Steve is retiring from 
the Red Lake County 
Highway Department 

after 27 years of service.
Come and wish Steve 
a Happy Retirement!

Cake and coffee will be served.
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Mustang
stampede

Tidemann started his journalism career at the Bismarck Tribune in 1978 and began college 
teaching career as a graduate teaching assistant at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion in 
1977. He has worked at newspapers in Iowa and the Dakotas and his work has appeared in Over-
drive, Writer’s Journal, the San Diego Union-Tribune and Snowmobile. (Michael Tidemann writes 
from Estherville, Iowa. His author page is amazon.com/author/michaeltidemann.)

Writers & Writing
 by Michael Tidemann

“Would you believe in love 
at first sight?” 

That’s the question posed 
on the cover of Jeff Mitchell’s 
heartwarming novel, Stone 
City, set in the iconic Grant 
Wood hill country of eastern 
Iowa. Mitchell, former dean 
of industrial technology at 
Kirkwood Community College 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
currently an educational con-
sultant, has always lived in the 
Stone City area, the subject of 
a Wood painting. 

Stone City tells how Ashley 
Morgan escaped a physically 
abusive relationship with her 
father only to find herself 
later struggling on her own, 
eventually entering a cold 
and loveless marriage. As she 
approaches middle age, Ashley 
virtually stumbles into Jaymes 
Fitzgerald, a talented graduate 
student, historian, artist and 
blues musician at a conference. 

Despite a 14-year age dif-
ference, the sparks of romance 
begin. When she takes Jaymes 
up on a tour of Stone City and 
Grant Wood country on his 
1942 Indian motorcycle, those 
sparks ignite into a flame. 

It seems that everything is 
against them. Ashley is finan-
cially comfortable yet emotion-
ally starved in her marriage. 

Stone City a rewarding read 
part of Iowa. However, such 
a comparison would be dismis-
sive of the true depth of their 
characters. 

Mitchell explores how Ash-
ley and Jaymes overcome the 
pain that haunts them both. 
Jaymes shows Ashley the 
only true, unbridled love she 
has ever known, and Ashley 
inspires him to his greatest 
artistic accomplishment. 

Telling more of their story 
would be a spoiler. Let’s just 
say this is a very moving novel 
that would engage anyone in-
terested in Iowa, Grant Wood 
or the incredible idea that such 
deep love between two people 
could actually happen. Stone 
City is more than a romance. 
It’s a novel of hopeful possibil-
ities meeting reality in a very 
meaningful way. 

While the ending may be 
unexpected, it shows how the 
characters help each other 
reach their ultimate destiny, 
but in different ways. Stone 
City is a very satisfying story 
of indelibly memorable charac-
ters that will keep you thinking 
long afterward. 

(Michael Tidemann writes 
from Estherville, Iowa. His 
Facebook page is Author Mi-
chael Tidemann.) 

She has three children she 
could never leave. And Jaymes 
is financially insecure at best. 
Yet Jaymes’ free-spiritedness 
warms Ashley’s heart in no way 
that her husband ever could. 

A strong comparison could 
be made to Bridges of Madi-
son County by Robert James 
Waller, only on a motorcycle. 
Like Waller’s characters, they 
meet in an iconic and scenic 

Stone City 
Jeff Mitchell 
Page Publishing 
ISBN 978-1-6624-3612-3 
$33.95 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS: 
$5.00 OFF a new subscription

RENEWING SUBSCRIBERS: 
$2.00 OFF a renewal

SPECIAL RATE ONLY GOOD UNTIL JULY 8TH.
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RED LAKE 

SPECIAL
FOR A LIMITED TIME FOR A LIMITED TIME 

ONLY!! ENDS JULY 8THONLY!! ENDS JULY 8TH

Don’t miss 
the fun at 
the Fair...
SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

The Oklee Herald
PO Box 9

Oklee, MN 56742

218-796-5181
You can also order online:

okleeherald@gmail.com

We are now online at www.TriCoCanary.com. 
For information give us a call at 218-796-5181 or 218-487-5225.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––
NOTE: You must have an email address 

in order to get registered online.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––

Summer
Rec Schedule
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Wednesday, June 22nd:
CADETS GAME DAY IN 

OKLEE
Games at 10:00am (vs Fos-

ston Maroon) and 1:00pm (vs 
Fertile-Beltrami)

9:30-12:45pm: Swimming 
Lessons - Bus leaves Oklee 
at 9:30am

1:00-3:30pm: Activities for 
all ages at the school

2:00-3:30pm: Bantams/Po-
nies Softball practice In Oklee 
at the fields **NO PEEWEE 
PRACTICE

Thursday, June 23rd:
BANTAMS/PONIES GAME 

DAY IN FOSSTON
Games at 10:00 and 11:30 

(Double Header vs Fosston)
9:30-12:45pm: Swimming 

Lessons - Bus leaves Oklee 
at 9:30am

1:00-3:30pm: Activities for 
all ages at the school

2:00-3:30pm: Cadets/Pee-
wees Baseball practice In Oklee 
at the fields 

Friday, June 24th:
9:30-12:45pm: Swimming 

Lessons - Bus leaves Oklee 
at 9:30am

NO AFTERNOON ACTIV-
ITIES IN OKLEE

Monday, June 27th:
1:00-3:30pm: Activities for 

all ages at the school
1:00-2:30pm: Cadets & Pee-

wee Baseball and Bantams/
Ponies Softball practice in 
Oklee at the fields

Tuesday, June 28th:
PEEWEE GAME DAY IN 

OKLEE
Games at 10:00am (vs RLF) 

and 1:00pm (vs Clearbrook 
Gonvick Black)

1:00-3:30pm: Activities for 
all ages at the school

1:00-2:30pm: Bantams/Po-
nies Softball joint practice with 
WEM In Erskine at the fields

2:00-3:30pm: Cadets Base-
ball practice in Oklee at the 
fields

Wednesday June 29th:
CADETS GAME DAY IN 

ERSKINE
Games at 10:00am (vs 

WEM) and 11:30am (vs Clear-
brook-Gonvick Gold)

TBALL GAME DAY IN 
OKLEE

Games at 6:00pm (vs RLF) 
1:00-3:30pm: Activities for 

all ages at the school
2:00-3:30pm: Bantams/Po-

nies Softball practice In Oklee 
at the fields **NO PEEWEE 
PRACTICE

Rebels won basketball tournament in Moorhead on June 15.

Red Lake County Rebels Basketball 
team wins a tournament in Moorhead

The Red Lake County Rebels 
Boys' Basketball team played 
in a varsity tournament in 
Moorhead on June 15 and came 
out as Champions.  In the first 
game the Rebels beat Brecken-
ridge 77-44.  The second game 
of the day found the Rebels up 
against a team that included 
players from 3 states, Tri 
State, which included players 
from schools in Rosholt, SD,  
Campbell, MN,  and Fairmont, 
ND.  The Rebels won that game 
74-34.  The final game found 
the Rebels playing Underwood 
and the RLC boys won that 
final game by a score of 101-

48.  Team members included:  
Izaiah Stordahl, Gerald Melin, 
Isaiah Philion, Clancy Hanson, 
John Powers, Owen Cherves-
tad, Connor Duden, and Will 
Gieseke.

The RLC JV team also 
played in the tournament in 
Moorhead and won against 
BGMR, but lost their other 2 
games against Moorhead and 
Dilworth-Glyndon- Felton.  
Players on the JV were:  Guy 
Bergeson, Daniel May, Kane 
Nelson, Ethan Majeres, Gavin 
Thomas, Luke Peterson, Ethan 
Johnson, and Gunnar Hal-
vorson

On Friday, June 10th Ger-
ald Melin participated in the 
boy's high jump at the Minne-
sota State High School League 
Track and Field Meet at St. Mi-
chael Albertville High School 
in Albertville, MN.  

Gerald Melin places 9th and medals in High 
Jump at the 2022 MN State Track and Field Meet

He jumped 6’2” breaking his 
team record jump set earlier 
this season.  With that height 
he placed 9th.  We are so proud 
of Gerald for placing 9th and 
medaling in the boy's high jump 
in Class A this season. 

By placing in the top 9 and 
medaling Gerald also earns 
Minnesota All-State Track & 
Field Award. We look forward 
to next season. 

Congratulations Gerald!
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Oklee Herald Early Files

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

RLC Fair Senior Day
To all seniors, this is your 

day. Come to Oklee on Friday, 
June 24th at 1:00 p.m. for a 
fun day of music and Bingo. 
On the schedule is the musical 
group, "The Memories." They 
sound like a fun, lively two 
man group that sings all the 
songs that you love. 

The Area on Aging folks 
have been getting lots of great 
prizes lined up for the Bingo 
that will follow the program. 

And there may be some 
very important information 
for services and other things. 

See you there!
Pot Lucks:
This past week we had 

our first Pot Luck at the Cafe 
and we had a good turnout. 

The day was originally set up 
for a Wednesday, but it was 
changed to Tuesday instead. 
A few phone calls to the many 
that attend were made and all 
was fine.

The next one will be Tues-
day, July 19th at 5:00 p.m. 

*****
Senior Meals:
If you want to order a Senior 

Meal see the menu instructions 
on page 2 in the Senior Menu.

*****
Oklee Cafe:
There will be some chang-

es coming to the Oklee Cafe. 
During this time of change, 
meals for the Seniors may 
be coming from Clearbrook 
instead of Oklee. The City is 
in the process of finding a new 
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person to run the cafe. Steve 
Olson had to get back to his 
full time job. We will miss 
him as he was a good cook and 
made things very easy for the 
Seniors.

*****
Congregate Meals: 
In light of  not having some-

one to cook at the Oklee cafe, 
I wouldn't plan on Congregate 
meals at this time. 

*****
Activity Dates 
To Remember
Wednesday: Cards at 1:30 

p.m.
Thursday: Bingo at 2 p.m. 

Will call regular players if it 
get canceled.

**Remember if you don't feel 
good, stay home.

Who’s Dat?

Who’s Dat?
This week's photo is of  

three ladies, two of which I 
have names for. I'm not sure 
who the one on the left is. Any 
suggestions?

Last week's photo was of 
five Radniecki brothers and 
a friend of the family. Sitting 
are Jack and Virgil Radniecki. 
Standing are Al, Dick and Cobb 
Radniecki and Roy Jorgenson. 
The photo was taken in the 
1960's. 

Everyone has 
a photo or two 
that would be 
great for this 
column. Please 
share them with 
our readers as 
it is one of most 
popular columns 
of the Oklee Her-
ald. 

I am always in 
need of more pho-
tos - School days, 
church events, 
sports, etc. If you 

email a photo, please scan at 
300 dpi (high quality) if you 
can. You can email to oklee-
herald@gmail.com. 

If you mail a photo to the 
Oklee Herald office, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped 
envelope so the photos can be 
returned. Mail  them to: Oklee 
Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee MN 
56742  Or stop by the office 
and I will scan your photo 
while you wait.

Eighty Years Ago
June 18, 1942
Miss Mae Bergeron of Oklee 

received her Bachelor of Arts 
in French and English from 
the College of Saint Teresa at 
Winona.

Mr. and Mrs. Al Brandt 
announced the birth of their 
daughter on Saturday June 13.

Father’s Day Special- A one 
year subscription to Esquire 
for $3.65.

Weekly News Analysis: Jap 
Naval Losses Off Midway Is-
land Strengthen U.S. Position 
in Pacific; Terrific Bombing 
Attacks by British Stun Nazi’s 
War Effort in England.

President Roosevelt has 
warned Japan that if it persists 
in using gas against China the 
U.S. will respond in “kind and 
full measure.”

The farmers of the commu-
nity were trying to get some 
grain into the fields, some 
potato planting was also done.

A number of guests gathered 
at the Ed Rustan home to see 
off Bennie Rustan and Walter 
Peterson to Fort Snelling.

There was a good turnout for 
the annual Satesdalslag held 
in Oklee the prior weekend.

Seventy Years Ago
June 19, 1952
Bids were open at a special 

meeting of the school board. A 
number of building contracts 
were let on bids at the meeting 
totaling $264,700. 

Twenty-four votes were in 
favor of adding the five western 
townships to the present Red 
Lake County Soil Conservation 
District which includes the 
eight eastern townships with 
headquarters in Oklee.

Sgt. Ronald Paradis of 
Brooks recently was award-
ed the Combat Infantryman 
Badge for excellent perfor-
mance of duty in combat with 
the 7th Infantry Division in 
Korea.

Pvt. Allen Nelson has fin-
ished his basic training at Fort 
Leonard Wood, MO, but will 
still remain at this camp for 
further schooling.

In Hickory Township, Va-
cation Bible school started 
Monday in District 10 with 
Ruth Johnson as the teacher.

Prices from Sovde & Son 
Food Market: Folger Coffee 
1lb. tin, .73 cents; Hershey 
bars, nut and milk, 6 bars for 
.25 cents.

Sixty Years Ago
June 14, 1962
Jackie Hofius, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Hofius 
of Plummer was scheduled to 
attend Girls State in St. Paul 
in June. The alternate was 
Kathlene Koskela, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Koskela.

Eugene Dessellier, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Desselli-
er of Oklee, received a Bachelor 
of Science degree from Bemidji 
State College on June 3.

Setesdalslaget was well 
attended with people coming 
from near and far and in large 
numbers to attend the annual 
convention.

Ray W. Vigstol, aviation 
machinist’s mate third class, 
USN, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Nels Vigstol of Plummer was 

advanced to the above rate on 
May 16.

Mr. and Mrs. L.M. Berry of 
Oklee were honored Sunday on 
the occasion of their 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary when friends 
and relatives from near and far 
came to wish them well.

Plagued by continuing rain 
which only this week showed 
signs of ending, farmers in 
this area are still waiting for 
fields to dry to a point where 
they can get at long-delayed 
spring work.

Fourteen children made 
their first Communion Sunday 
at St. Joseph’s Catholic church. 
They included Jeannie Laniel, 
George Burthwick, Mary Jo 
Carriere, Jennifer Parr, Carol 
Paradis, Colleen Morinville, 
Lynae Mercil, Betty Berberich, 
Rita Berberich, Dean Mercil, 
Steven Parenteau, Dwaine 
Tougas, Jimmy Reinbold and 
Mike Lessard.

Fifty Years Ago
1972
There are no loose copies 

or bound books for this year. 
If you have saved 1972 papers 
and are looking for a new home 
for them, bring them in to the 
Oklee Herald office. Thanks

Forty Years Ago
June 24, 1982
31 classmates of the Class 

of 1972 attended their 10- Year 
Class Reunion recently.

John and Connie Peoples are 
the new owners of the Oklee 
Laundromat in Oklee and is 
now open.

Josie Klasen proudly shows 
her 25” long Northern which 
she caught at the Pit on June 
22nd.

The 73rd annual Setesdal-
salget was scheduled for the 
weekend of June 25 – 26 in 
Oklee. Many people were ex-
pected to attend. 

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Gun-
derson and Jamie attended the 
wedding of Myles & Beverly 
Flateland in Gackle, ND.

Marine Pvt. Joseph L. Wal-
ton, son of Thad and Claudine 
Walton of Gully, has completed 
recruit training at the Marine 
Corps Recruit Depot, San 
Diego.

Thirty Years Ago
June 24, 1992
John and Gladys Christian-

son were recent visitors to the 
area, staying with Milo and 
Pat Larson of Brooks. John is 
a 1940 Plummer High graduate 
and taught Industrial Arts in 
Oklee from 1955-65. In the 
summers he built a number 
of homes in Oklee, the former 
Quist home, now owned by 
Wallace and Irene Hince; the 
former Jim Turgeon home now 
owned by Todd and Mary Fore,; 
the Marvin & Joan Bronken 
home and Vi Bergh’s home.

Angela Engesether and 
Dennis Torkelson, along with 
their parents, Wanda Wilson 
and LeRoy Engesther and 
Carl and Mabel Torkelson, 
are happy to announce their 
engagement and forthcoming 
marriage.

Jeremy Lee is a 15 year 
old boy with a definite career 
future in mind. He wants to 
be a pilot, first in the military 
and then work for a commercial 

airline. He is the son of Gary 
and Sandy Lee of rural Brooks.

Jona Bernier and Alison 
Lundeen along with their 
parents, Kelly and Connie 
Lundeen of Trail and Bob 
and Emily Bernier of Oklee 
are happy to announce their 
engagement and upcoming 
marriage.

Twenty Years Ago
June 20 & 27, 2002
Like a good wine, does age 

hold true for drinking water? 
As a part of the Safe Drinking 
Water Act and the Well Head 
protection plan, testing is done. 
According to the tests, it is 
interesting to note that the 
water we are using has been 
down there since at least 1954, 
perhaps longer.

Kim Vettleson is the new 
postmaster in Gully, Rod Oian, 
from the Fosston Post Office 
gave the oath of office. 

Doug Cote, son of Dale and 
Bonnie Cote of Trail, is one of 
eight high school seniors who 
have been awarded a $500 Ag 
Scholarship from Farm Credit 
Services of Grand Forks.

On May 7th, the Oklee Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary held its 
annual meeting. The Minneso-
ta State American Legion Aux-
iliary President, Kris Nelson 
attended the banquet at Third 
Base in Brooks.

The Community Club picnic 
was held last week and no pic-
nic is good without good cooks 
– John Melby, Bob Melby and 
John Dudycha were manning 
the grills.

Karl and Rita Sorenson 
returned on June 9th from a 
trip to Ohio where they had 
attended with their family the 
graduation of a cousin, Amber 
Marion. Seeing the Mackinac 
Bridge for the first time was a 
real experience.

On Monday, June 17th, the 
Prairie Pet Clinic opened their 
doors.

Ten Years Ago
June 20, 2012
The old Oklee Elevator was 

used as a training session for 
eight area fire departments on 
June 9th. The fire took about 1 
hour and 40 minutes to bring 
the structure down, faster than 
expected. The area east of the 
main Elevator where the old 
elevator stood will be used for 
future expansion.

Pictured in the Oklee Herald 
with their awards for Track 
& Field were: Alexis Han-
son, Ashley Longtin, Cassan-
dra Wollman, Logan O’Neill, 
Jordan Jaeger and Allison 
Torkelson.

This year, the Red Lake 
County Fair was scheduled for 
July 13, 14, & 15th. 

Hansel & Gretel was pre-
sented on Friday, June 22 – 
24 by the Oklee Community 
Children’s Theater. Fourteen 
children from Plummer, Oklee 
and Brooks participated in 
the play.

Father’s Day was a beautiful 
Day this year. Many farmers 
were happy that we got the 
rain and that their crops are 
no longer thirsty.

Matt and Courtney Eskeli 
had a baby boy born June 
7th. They named him Jace. 
Congratulations.

Anna DeHate visited Faith 
Guillemette on Sunday after-
noon.

Four granddaughters of 
Alice Lee (who grew up in 
Plummer) came to tour the 
museum on Tuesday. They 
were from the Cities and really 
enjoyed the museum. They 
were headed to South Dakota. 
They were Diane Erickson, 
Mary Ingberg, Lori Nordin, 
and Leann Cheshin.

Brian Fallon got his field 
seeded south of my place 
and also the west field last 
weekend.

On Wednesday, Alice Jobe 
visited Bonnie Greenwald and 
had coffee with her and Ricky 
Greenwald, as well as Rick's 
brother Monte who is from 
Aurora, CO.

On Wednesday afternoon, 

two people came to tour the 
museum. They had visited first 
with Rick and Bonnie Green-
wald and arranged for me to 
meet them at the museum. 
They were Irvia Davilova form 
Brooklyn, New York and Kiram 
Levy, from New Hope, PA. They 
enjoyed it. Iriva is Ukrainian. 
They were stopping at various 
small towns and were headed 
north to the Canadian border, 
after that, unsure where they 
would go.

The weather has been very 
nice, at times rather windy.

A reminder that it is Senior 
Day at the Oklee Fair on Fri-
day, June 24th. Booths open at 
10:00 a.m.. It is at the Oklee 
Hall at 1 p.m. "The Memories" 
perform for seniors and bingo 
will follow. It's a fun afternoon.

Mike and Sandy Greenwald 
celebrated their 50th last 
weekend in the Cities. Their 
anniversary is this fall. Their 

daughter Cheryl and Jeremy 
Schiele of Jamestown, kids 
Hannah, Rachel and Caleb 
and Jack (Hannah's boyfriend), 
Patti & Dave Glennon, Lau-
ren, Claire and Jack form 
Casselton, ND and Sheena 
and Adam Buckhouse from 
Aberdeen, SD, daughters Halle 
and Elinor and Joseph. They 
had a photo shoot in the eve-
ning at a restaurant called 
Dave and Buster's. Next they 
had pool time. They rented a 
suite and went golfing. They 
went to Mass. They went to a 
baseball game. The Twins lost 
6-0. They all had a wonderful 
time together.

On Thursday, Anne Trax-
ler, Jeanine Pahlen, Anna 
DeHate, and Alice Jobe went 
to Moran's for the lunch salad 
bar and choice of sandwich. It 
was delicious. They saw a lot 
of swans on the way.

Have a good week!

We got the note from Mother 
Nature that summer has ar-
rived a few days early. Over 
this past weekend we experi-
enced storms, high winds, and 
hot temperatures. The wind 
dried out any potted plants 
hanging in anyone’s yard, but 
they came back if watered 
when the wind went down. The 
problem was that the wind blew 
constantly all night long. The 
wind has been an enemy to the 
farmers with the young plants 
coming up and the wind cutting 
them off and drying them up 
so quickly. We have to take 
Mother Nature as she comes 
but I wonder if she could let 
up with her wrath on us for a 
longer time than one day. Then 
there is the rain. We won’t get 
into that right now but suffice 
it to say there has been some 
downpours in the area and 
lots of farmers north east of 
our county, that have not even 
gotten into their fields yet and 
pools of water still are gracing 
their fields.  

On Friday, Becky Novak 
of Mankato, came to visit 
her parents Jerome and Barb 
Novak to help Barb celebrate 
her birthday and to help her 
Dad celebrate Father’s Day. On 
Sunday, she and her parents 

Jerome and Barb Novak went 
to Warroad to visit Nancy and 
Matt Ellenson and to help Matt 
celebrate Father’s Day too. 
Matt made the best Bratwurst 
grillers along with salad and 
goodies. Nancy had a beauti-
ful carrot cake for Barb too. 
They took a drive to Warroad 
and saw the flooding at Lake 
of the Woods. So much water.  
Some of the camper grounds 
are still flooded others are on 
the edge of the flooding.  Roads 
are blocked so people don’t 
drive into poor infrastructure 
or through the water.  

The Honor Flight people 
sent the acknowledgement to 
Jerome Novak and he will be 
going on the Honor Flight this 
Fall. Rebecca, his daughter will 
accompany him. It is exciting 
to know that he will be able 
to see the monuments to the 
fallen heroes. I am anxious to 
hear of their travels. Thank 
the veterans for their service.  
This is a way to thank them.  

The Air conditioners are 
running full speed in the past 
few days. Ours was off, and 
when we returned from War-
road the house was not cool, so 
it was turned on for the night.  
It did not work. The fuse was 
turned off until this morning. 
Then it was remembered that it 
had been turned off last Fall. So 
everything is working and the 
house is now cooling. Yippee 

Clarence and Dianne Gag-
ner hosted Barb and Vern 
Lacoursiere while they visited 

in the area last week. They 
visited their relatives in War-
ren, Oklee and the Brooks area 
while making the Gagner’s 
their place to stay.  On Tuesday 
they left to return to Tucson, 
Arizona. 

On Wednesday, Dianne 
and Clarence Gagner went 
to Duluth to the Minnesota 
Postmaster’s Convention. On 
Friday they drove to Rosemont 
to attend the graduation party 
of their grand-daughter Ashtyn 
Gagner. The party was held 
at her other grandparents 
home, Steve and Tammy Filipi, 
of Rosemont. Also attending 
the party were Stephanie 
Koralewski, of Maple Plain, 
and Tim and Brenda of Ver-
gas.  On Sunday, Clarence and 
Dianne went to visit Angela 
Stone, of Champlin Minnesota.  
Angela is Clarence’s sister.  
After their visit with Angela 
they returned to Brooks.  

The wind has been kick-
ing up much dust these days 
and anyone with breathing 
problems are suffering with 
the dust that has coated the 
area. It is a struggle to get a 
decent breath of air when the 
air is filled with dirt. So plant 
a tree.  As they did back in the 
forties, the air was dust filled 
then too and trees tamed the 
soil from blowing Looks like 
we are going to have to get 
the old conservation methods 
back into production.   

Have a great week and keep 
positive.  


