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For the first time in many, 
many years rain forced the 
Plummer Memorial Day pro-
gram indoors. With sprinkles 
coming down on and off all 
morning, the Plummer Ameri-
can Legion moved the program 
indoors to American Legion 
Post 623.

The crowd filled the tables 
pushed to the sides to create a 
center aisle for the color guard 
to advance. Vice-commander 
Jeff Aakhus welcomed every-
one and asked for the colors to 
advance while the rifle squad 
filed to a row of chairs by the 
outside door. Chuck Simpson 
was in charge of the color 
guard. Following an invocation 
by post chaplain Les Hofstad, 
Alice Jobe of the Plummer 
Legion Auxiliary and Clarence 
Gagner of the Legion, laid the 
memorial wreaths, which was 
followed by the playing of the 
National Anthem.  

Master Sergeant Reyes Keynote Speaker 
at Plummer Memorial Day Program

support the military.  Second, 
were people who had some sort 
of association with someone in 
the military: friends, aunts, un-
cles, brothers, family.  Family 
members of military members 
never stop worrying about 
them. The third group was the 
service members themselves.  
Military is a unique thing. You 
can’t understand if you haven’t 
experienced it. It’s more than 
a job; it’s a lifestyle. People 
without a connection may not 
understand it’s more than an 
9-5 job.

Master Sergeant Reyes 
from the Grand Forks Air-
base was the Memorial Day 
speaker in Plummer.

Plummer Legion Post 
623 Vice-commander Jeff 
Aakhus led the Memorial 
Day program at the Plum-
mer Legion Club.

friend took his life. So, for Reyes 
Memorial Day has a personal 
meaning, losing a friend, and 
also a service meaning, since 
his friend had been a member 
of the military. He had another 
experience of losing a man who 
was in his flight unit who took 
his own life.  Reyes was part of 
a support group, and it was his 
duty to speak to the mother.  It 
was one of the hardest things 
he had to do in his 16 years of 
military service. He concluded 
by say he was so glad we have 
Memorial Day to remember 
those people who served and 
thanked everyone for being here 
and for caring.

Following Sergeant Reyes, 
Clarence Gagner and Alice Jobe 
read the names of the deceased 
Legion and Auxiliary members. 
Following the benediction by 
Chaplain Hofstad, the rifle 
squad fired the salute just out-
side the doors of the Legion. As 
the gunshots faded away, the 
sound of taps floated into the 
Post.  The colors were retired, 
Lee Greenwood’s song God 
Bless the USA was played, and 
everyone was dismissed.  With 
the rainy weather there was 
no salute at the river bridge.  
Everyone who stayed enjoyed 
a lunch of barbecues, macaroni 
salad, chips, and brownies.

Alice Jobe of the American Legion Auxiliary and Clar-
ence Gagner of the Legion lay the memorial wreaths at 
the Plummer Memorial Day program.

Attendees of the Memorial Day program at the Plummer Legion applaud the Master 
Sergeant Reyes as he concludes his talk. For the first time in years, the program was 
moved indoors because of the rain.

Color guard members stand at attention as the rifle salute is fired outside the Legion 
doors. 

Aakhus introduced the 
speaker for the day, Master 
Sergeant Rayes from the Grand 
Forks Airbase.

 Sergeant Rayes began by 
offering three groups with 
different perspectives about 
Memorial Day.  First were ci-
vilians without a connection to 
the miliary who may or may not 

Sergeant Reyes spoke of his 
personal experience of a losing 
a best friend to PTSD. The 

2022 Election Filings
Candidates for offices elected 

at the November 8, 2022 State 
General Eletion can be found 
using the candidate finder on 
the Minnesota State Secretary  
website: https://candidates.sos.
state.mn.us/. Once at that site 
you can do searches for any 
offices or positions filed for.

In Red Lake County persons 
filing for a county seat were:

Commissioner District 1: 
Anthony "Chuck" Flage.
Commissioner District 3:
George Burthwick
Delane John Dudycha
Commissioner District 4: 
Allen Remick
County Treasurer:
Nick Knott

County Sheriff:
Mitch Bernstein
County Attorney:
No candidate filed.
Soil & Water Supervisor 

District 1:
Kevin W. Reich
Soil & Water Supervisor 

Distict 2:
David Miller
Soil & Water Supervisor 

Distict 5:
No Candidate filed.
In Polk County persons filing 

for a county seat were:
Commissioner District 2: 
Curtis Knutson
Warren Strandell
Commissioner District 4: 
Dennis R. Boucher

Joan K. Lee
Commissioner District 5: 
Mark Holy
County Sheriff:
Jim Tadman
County Attorney:
Gregory Widseth
Soil & Water Supervisor 

District 1 (East):
Kenneth Pederson
Soil & Water Supervisor 

Distict 2 (East):
David Kiecker
Special Soil & Water Su-

pervisor Distict 3 (East):
Kory Sonstelie
Soil & Water Supervisor 

District 1 (West):
Eric McWalter
Soil & Water Supervisor 

Distict 3 (West):
Johnathan Sorenson

On Memorial Day a crowd 
gathered at the Oklee High 
School in remembrance of our 
country’s veterans who are 
no longer with us. The pro-
gram began at 10AM with the 
presentation of the colors by 
American Legion Post #159, 
which was followed by a prayer 
from Chaplain Don Stenberg. 

American Legion Command-
er Rick Dulka gave a welcome 
address and introduced the 
guest speaker, Airman First 
Class Dione Dennard, of the 
Grand Forks Airbase. 

Airman First Class Dennard 
has an inspiring story about 
pursuing her dreams, perse-
vering through setbacks and 
after five years and a previously 
unsuccessful attempt at joining 
the US Military, she is finally 
making her dream come true.

Just days after her 30th 
birthday A1C Dennard walked 

Memorial Day 
Program held in Oklee

The Color Guard presented the Colors to begin the 
program on Memorial Day in Oklee.

out of basic training, left home 
for the first time and embarked 
on a journey filled with excite-
ment and unknowns. Although 
joining the Air Force was the 
best and easiest decision she 
feels she’s made so far, it didn’t 
come without challenges and 

sacrifice. Having to be separat-
ed from her eight-year-old son 
Corey Jr. was difficult but A1C 
Dennard knew it was all part of 
her mission. She is proud and 
honored to serve her country 
while changing the trajectory 
of her and her son’s future, by 
securing a more adventurous 
and beautiful life for them. 
A1C Dennard wants everyone 
to know that it’s never too late 
to make your dreams come true.

During her speech, A1C 
Dione Dennard spoke on the 
history of Memorial Day and 
how it has evolved over time. 
Originally called Decoration 
Day, from the early tradition of 
decorating graves with flowers, 
wreaths and flags, Memorial 
Day is a day for remembrance 
of those who have died in 
service of our country. It was 
first widely observed on May 
30, 1868 to commemorate the 
sacrifices of Civil War soldiers. 
After World War I, it became an 
occasion for honoring those who 
died in all of America’s wars 
and was then more widely es-
tablished as a National holiday 
throughout the United States. 
In 1971, Congress passed the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act 
and established that Memorial 
Day was to be commemorated 
on the last Monday of May.

Following the guest speaker, 
Don Brown was presented with 
an honor quilt for his service to 
our country. He was surprised 
by his nomination and selection 
and was very moved by the 
presentation. His wife stated it 
was difficult keeping it a secret 
from him for weeks.

An honorary roll call of area 
soldiers was also read to the 
audience. It was very humbling 
to hear the names of all those 
who have served from our area, 
and eventually passed on. It 
is a good reminder of the true 
meaning of Memorial Day.

Throughout the program 
there was wonderful music 
provided by the family of Cliff 
and Barb Melby. Piano was 
played by Erin and Simone 
Crawford and vocals were sung 
by Clif Crawford and Sydney 
Melby. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony there were bars and 
coffee provided by the American 
Legion Auxiliary.

Airman First Class Dione 
Dennard.

Members of the Oklee American Legion Post #159 standing with the speaker for 
the program, A1C Dione Dennard. Legion members (l to r): Don Brown, Don Stenberg, 
John Lessard, Jan Dulka, John Lerohl, Commander Rick Dulka, Larry Skallet, Brian 
Bjerklie, and Vincent Dessellier. 

Don Brown was surprised with an "Honor Quilt" made by the Red, White and Blue" 
quilting group at the Memorial Day Program. It was presented by Shirley Dessellier.
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Corner 2nd Ave. & Main 

218-796-5181
ESTABLISHED IN 1914

Published by Richards 
Publishing Co.
Bonny Cote,

Editor & Office Manager
okleeherald@gmail.com

$30 subscription in 
Local Trade Area
$40 subscription 

Out of Trade Area
$25 Online Subscriptions

MEMBER MNA & NNA
PUBLICATION NUMBER 407240

**Winner of National Editorial Ass’n. 
first prize for Best News Story, 1959.

**Winner of Honorable Mention for 
General Excellence, Minnesota 
Newspaper Ass’n., 1962.

**Winner 1st place Typography 
Excellence, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1971.

**Winner 1st place Best Feature 
Story, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1981.

**Winner 1st place Best Single 
News or Feature Story, Minnesota 
Medical Association, 1992.

“The Oklee Herald” is published 
weekly by Richards Publishing 
Co., Inc., Box 159, Gonvick, MN 
56644-0159.
Periodical postage paid at Oklee, 

MN 56742-0009.
POSTMASTER: Send address 

changes to: Oklee Herald, PO 
Box 9, Oklee, MN 56742-0009.

PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR 
ERROR: The Publisher shall not 
be liable for slight changes or typo-
graphical errors that do not lessen 
the value of an advertisement. The 
Publisher’s liability for other errors 
or omissions in connection with an 
advertisement is strictly limited to 
publication of the advertisement in 
any subsequent issue or the refund 
of any monies 
paid for the ad-
vertisement.

(U.S.P.S. 407-240)

Oklee Senior  
Site Dining

Deadline: 
Friday's at 

noon!

Oklee Centennial Cookbook
Recipe Corner - Page 187

Oklee Herald 
subscribers: 
P lease  check  t he 

address label  in  the 
upper right corner of the 
front page. Be sure all the 
information is correct. If 
not, call the Oklee Herald 
office at 218-796-5181 
or email: okleeherald@
gmail.com as soon as 
possible. You need to 
contact us with a change 
of address or corrections. 
Just giving the Post Office 
a change of address, 
DOES NOT change your 
paper address.  

Thank You.

Please check 
your address 

label!

Inter-County Nursing Service 
Visit us on Facebook

Please take precautions whether you are vaccinated or not. Wear 
a mask in indoor public spaces, social distance, stay away from 
crowds, stay home if you are sick, wash you hands frequently 
and get vaccinated. 			 
				    Pennington	 Red Lake
• New confirmed cases since last report	 10	 1
• Total # of confirmed cases	 3751	 958
• # of Active Cases in Isolation	 15	 1
• Total # of Hospitalizations	 162	 39
• # Currently in Hospital	 0	 0
• Deaths	 41	 13

Weekly COVID-19 Case Update for May 27th - June 2nd:
Pennington County case ages: 20's, 40's, 50's, 60's, 

& 90's. Red Lake County case ages: 20's.
*This case data does not reflect positive results from 

non-laboratory tests (example: antigen rapid home tests).

O16-15C

Sudoku Solution

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

O46TFC

Parenting Tips
Now that the weather is 

starting to get beautiful and 
the days are getting longer, we 
as parents should get outside 
along with our kids and make 
some memories. 

Camping in your yard, roast-
ing marshmallows. Hey why 
not a good old game of hide 
and seek. Think about all the 
activities you did as a child 
and do those with yours. You 
can lay on your back and look 
up at the stars. 

You don’t need to spend any 
money; you just need to spend 
your time. You can and will 
make memories that will last 
a lifetime. And don’t forget one 
of the best games of all. Tag 
you’re it.

Parenting it is sponsored by 
Inter-County Nursing.

Tri-Valley Public 
Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available, allowing those with 
special needs more comfort-
able, safe and convenient 
method of transportation. All 
of our buses are handicapped 
accessible and lift-equipped. 
All of our drivers are trained 
and certified.

To reserve a seat, please 
call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater County stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednes-
day – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

Plummer Legion members of the Rifle squad sat as a group near the front door of the 
Legion Post.  Plummer Memorial Day Program was moved indoors because of the rain.

 Zion Lutheran Church
Oklee MN

Egg Bake Brunch
Sunday, June 12th
Starting at 11 a.m.

Everyone is Welcome!

Joint Service
 

starts a
t 

10 a.m. at Zion

O12C

Calendar of Events
Wed, June 8: 
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, June 9:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Fri, June 10:
-Noon deadline for Ok-

lee Herald news
Sat, June 11:
-Support your local busi-

ness – Shop Locally!
Sun, June 12:
-Worship at the church 

– check inside for church 
times and places.

Mon, June 13:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Tue, June 14:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Wed, June 15:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Linda Molitor
Sun, June 12: 10:00 a.m. 

Joint Service at Zion, followed 
by a Egg Bake.

Tue, June 14: 7:00 p.m. 
Salem Council meeting.

Wed, June 15: 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday night Service at 
Parsonage Lawn.

Sermons are on GVTEL 
Channel 35 (10 am Sunday & 2 
pm Tuesday), also on Facebook 
or YouTube.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. St. Fran-
cis – Oklee. 11:45 a.m. – Grygla. 
10:00 a.m. – Goodridge.

Go to: http://www.oggcatho-
lic.org/ for service times.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Brooks – Red Lake Falls
Catholic Parish

Fr. Bob Schreiner
Saturday: St. Joseph RLF 

5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Brooks Sunday 

8:00 a.m. St. Joseph 10:00 a.m. 

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Sun, June 12: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Ebenezer. 10:30 
a.m. Worship at Immanuel.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

Bethany–Ekelund–Faith
Pastor Kristen Ostercamp

Sun, June 12: 8 a.m. Faith 
Worship.  9:30 a.m. Bethany 
Worship. 11:00 a.m. Ekelund 
Worship.

Mon, June 13: 7:00 p.m. 
Parish Council meeting at 
Faith.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Sat, June 11: Mt Olive: 
9:00 a.m.

Sun, June 12: St. Petri: 
8:00 a.m. Nazareth: 9:45 a.m. 
Oak Park: 11:00 a.m. 

Find services and past ser-
mons at www.facebook.com/
clearwaterlutheranparish

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LeBon, Pastor

Tyler Stynsberg, 
Assoc. Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Wed, June 8: 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group.
Sun, June 12: 9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School. 10:00 a.m. 
Worship.

Tue, June 14: 9:30 a.m. 
Ladies Devotions. 

Wed, June 15: 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Sun, June 12: 9:00 a.m. 
Lund. 10:30 a.m. Bethany.

Wed, June 15: 2:00 p.m. 
Sand Valley Ladies Aid. 8:00 
p.m. Sand Valley Parish Board 
meeting. 

CDC safety guidelines for 
COVID-19 will be followed.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Head Pastor

Sundays: 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
School. 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Service.

Wednesday Evening: 6:30 
p.m. Kids, High School & Adult 
programs.

Services will continue to 
be live-streamed on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
bethelfosston) as an alternative 
to attending in person.

June 13 - 17
No congregate meals served.
If you are over the age of 

60 and you want a meal de-
livered to your home, call the 
Oklee Cafe 796-5666. Please 
call by  Friday to order your 
meals from the menu below. 
If the cafe runs short, it will 
be Cook’s Choice. A $5.00 per 
meal donation is suggested.

Mon: Chicken vegetable 
soup, ham sandwich, milk, 
and dessert.

Tue: Turkey dinner, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, vegetable, 
bread, milk, and dessert.

Wed: Cook’s Choice, bread, 
milk, and dessert.

Thu: Hamburger gravy, 
mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
bread, milk, and dessert.

Fri: Pork dinner, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, bread, milk, 
and dessert.

D o n  B r o w n s  w i f e 
LaVonne, stated it was very 
hard to keep this a secret. 

D o n  B r o w n  w a s 
presented with an Honor 
Quilt by Shirley Dessellier 
with Commander Rick 
Dulka helping.

O12C

We’re a strong, healthy, locally-owned 
Independent Bank. Our roots are in Agriculture. 
You can count on our expertise in Agricultural 
Banking to help you make the most of your 
operation.

We want to help you meet your goals and 
achieve your dreams. Come see us when 
you need financing for operating expenses, 
equipment, real estate and livestock.

Baja Lasagna 
Anita Bachand                                                          
 
flour tortillas
1/2 tsp salt and pepper to taste
1 Tbsp vegetable oil
1 cup cottage cheese
1 clove garlic, minced
4 oz cream cheese
1 lb boneless, skinless 
  chicken breasts
1/2 cup sour cream
8 oz can tomato sauce
1-2 Tbsp dried onion flakes
12 oz salsa
1/2 cup grated cheese (Monterey
   jack, cheddar, or combination)
 
Grease 9 x 13 pan.  Brown minced garlic in vegetable 
oil for about a minute over medium-high heat.  Slice 
chicken breasts into 2” slices and add to the oil and 
garlic; brown for 5-7 minutes.  Add the tomato sauce, 
salsa, salt and pepper and simmer for about 30 min.
In separate bowl, combine cottage cheese, cream 
cheese, sour cream, parsley, and dried onions.  Mix until 
smooth and creamy.  
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  In baking dish, place a 
layer of tortillas, one half of the chicken sauce, all of the 
cheese mixture, another layer of tortillas, and top with 
remaining chicken sauce.  Sprinkle with grated cheese.  
Cover with foil, tucking around the edges.  Bake for 25 
min.  Remove foil and bake uncovered for an additional 
25 min.  Let stand for 10-15 minutes before serving.

*****
"A good question is never 

answered. It is not a bolt to 
be tightened into place but a 
seed to be planted and to bear 
more seed toward the hope of 
greening the landscape of idea."
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RLCC Elementary News

Mustang
stampede

RLCC Sr. & Jr. High School
Students of the Month

The April Junior High Stu-
dent of the Month is Leif Hof-
stad, son of Jared and Jessica 
Hofstad. Leif is in the 8th grade 
and was nominated for Student 
of the Month because of his 
strong work ethic, positive atti-
tude, consideration, and being 
so polite in the classroom. Leif 
has an older brother Orin, who 
is a junior at RLCCHS, and a 
younger sister, Lena, who is 
in the 6th grade. Leif is an 
active member of Channel 35 
Multi-Media Club at school. At 
home, his hobbies include being 
outside, driving 4-wheeler, and 
hanging out with friends and 
family. Leif’s favorite school 
lunches are pizza, hotdishes, 
or cheesy bread. Leif’s favorite 
classes are English, History, 
Shop, and Science. His favorite 
teachers are Mrs. Aakhus, Mr. 
A. Nelson, Mr. P. Nelson, Mr. 
Moll, Ms. Hamrum, Mrs. Moll, 
Mrs. Lee, and Mr. Baril 

Steven Sogla is the Senior 

High Student of the Month 
for April. Steven is a senior 
at RLCCHS and is the son 
of  Keith and Kelly and his 
younger brother Dylan. Steven 
was nominated for student of 
the month because he has a 
strong work ethic in and out 
of class. Teachers have always 
been able to ask Steven for 
help with their computers, 
and he’s always willing to help 
find solutions to any technical 
issues. At RLCCHS, Steven has 
been active in Robotics and 
Channel 35 Multi-Media Club 
at school. Steven’s favorite 
teachers are Mr. Strutz and 
Mrs. Aakhus. Steven plans on 
attending Northland and work-
ing at Digikey Corporation. 
Mr. Strutz commented, “I don’t 
know how we can replace Ste-
ven and his helpful attitude.” 
Many teachers, including Mrs. 
Musker, agreed, “Whenever I 
need help, I can always count 
on Steven.”

The May Junior High Stu-
dent of the Month is Kendra 
Christianson. Kendra is a 
ninth-grader at RLCCHS and 
is the daughter of Paula and 
Keith Christianson. She has a 
younger brother, Brennan who 
is in the 5th Grade.  

Kendra is active with the 
RLCC Mustang Volleyball 
Team and the Lady Rebels Vol-
leyball Team outside of school. 
Kendra is an active member 
of RiverWatch and Student 
Senate and in her youth group 
at Salem Lutheran Church and 
plans to go to Minneapolis-St. 
Paul this summer with the 
group. Her favorite teacher 
is Mr. Strutz, and she loves 
Chemistry. 

Kenda was nominated for 
student of the month because 
of her mature mindset in class. 
She works hard to make sure 
every assignment she turns in 
is done well and meticulously. 
Kendra is enthusiastic about 
all of her activities and helps 
out where she is needed. “Ken-
dra is a dedicated student.” Mr. 
Paul Nelson observed. “I know 
she will succeed in everything 
she sets her mind to.”

Tyler Eskeli is the May 
Senior High Student of the 

April Students of the Month:  Leif Hofstad (Jr. High) 
and Steven Sogla (Sr. High). 

May Students of the Month: Kendra Christianson (Jr. 
High) and Tyler Eskeli (Sr. High).

Month. Tyler’s parents are 
Becky Eskeli and Steve and 
Andrea Eskeli. Tyler has four 
siblings, Matthew, Kaylee, 
Calyssa, and Olin. 

Tyler is a senior and will be 
attending North Dakota School 
of Science in Wahpeton, ND in 
the fall. Tyler has been active in 
Rebel Football and Basketball 
since he was in seventh grade. 
Tyler also became active in 
Channel 35’s Multi-Media club 
as a talented Sports Caster. Ty-
ler’s favorite coach and teacher 
is Mrs. Aakhus. 

Tyler was nominated for 
student of the month because 
he always finds the positive 
aspects in any situation and 
always gives positive feedback 
to everyone he comes in con-
tact with. “Tyler always sees 
the good in everyone.” Mr. 
Pederson explained when he 
announced Tyler to the stu-
dent body. Later Mrs. Aakhus 
added, “Tyler has been such a 
joy to have in class whether in 
my seventh and eighth grade 
English classes or Newspaper 
class his senior year. He will 
leave big shoes to fill as a 
sportscaster, we will miss him 
at school.” 

Congratulations to Kendra 
and Tyler 

Brett Anderson, Payton Rystad, Paige Olson, Clowie Magnell, and Evelynn Klamm delight in their new friends.

On Wednesday, May 18th, 
Gunnar Sandeen, a junior at 
RLCC High School brought his 
reptilian pets to school with 
him to visit Mr. Paul Nelson’s 
early morning science classes. 

His mom, Mandy Roisland, 
and their cousin, Becky Glasser 
from Thief River Falls also 
brought in a few of their fa-
vorite reptilian pets as well. 
Gunnar and his mom had 
visited Mr. Nelson earlier in 
the school year and came up 
with a plan to surprise students 
with their visitors before school 
was let out. 

Perfect Attendance for the 2021/2022 School Year
(L-R) Isabella Brekke, Marvin Stauffacher & Lyla 

Dodson

Not only did Mr. Nelson’s 
7th and 8th graders enjoy the 
visiting guests, but many of the 
older students stopped by to 
give a warm welcome as well. 

For his 14th birthday, Gun-
nar asked for a snake, now he 
has 19 snakes. The mother and 
son pair also own 4 leopard 
Geckos, 1 Euromastiyx, and 1 
bearded dragon. Each reptile 
has its own enclosure except 
for the garter snakes. 

They order frozen rats and 
mice and they thaw them as 
you need them. 

Ms. Glasser joined in the 
fun with her 6 six snakes. 
Later in the afternoon, the 
women brought their pets to 
the elementary school. 

Mandy Roisland, Becky Glasser, and Gunnar Sundeen

Lucas Olson and Hannah Bassage enjoy visiting with 
the end of year visitors. 

Reptiles delight 
science students at Red 

Lake County Central
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Senior Site News & Other Things
By Volunteers Jo Lambert & Bonny Cote 

Site number: 218-796-5149

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe      
218-465-4402

Oklee Herald Early Files

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Senior Meals:
If you want to order a Se-

nior Meal call the Oklee Cafe 
at 796-5666.

*****
Congregate Meals: If you 

want to eat in (congregate 
meal), please call the Cafe 
and arrange for your meal to 
be served in the cafe. We still 
do not have enough volunteers 
for dining in our site. 

If you are interested in 
volunteering at the Senior 
Site, please stop in and visit 
with one of the volunteers for 
more details.

*****
Activity Dates 
To Remember
Wednesday: Cards at 1:30 

p.m.
Thursday: Bingo at 2 p.m. 

Will call regular players if it 
get canceled.

**Remember if you don't feel 
good, stay home.

*****

Craft Shop Now
Open 3 days a week!
The Senior Site Craft Shop 

is now open four days a week 
from 10 am. to 1 p.m. on Mon-
day - Wednesday - Friday. If 
those time don't work, call and 
make arrangements for visit. 

We have lots of great 
hand-crafted items. Things 
for pets, children and adults. 
Mittens, decorative floral ar-
rangements, doilies, embroi-
dered towels, wooden shelves, 
quilts, and much, much more.

*****
On June 10th at 1:00 p.m. 

Sue Beaudoin is coming in to 
teach anyone that wants to 
learn how to make beautiful 
cards. This is open to any per-
son interested. However, only 
8 persons can sign up. Call the 
Senior Site at 218-796-5149 to 
register. If you are a senior the 
craft is paid for, if your not, 
you are responsible for the cost 
of supplies. 

Mail us a check to:
OKLEE HERALD

PO Box 9
Oklee, MN 56742 

or call: 218-796-5181

to the

www.TriCoCanary.com

Oklee 
Herald

Don’t Miss Out 
On the Latest 

Information of Your 
Kids in Their School 

Activities

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

 YES, I would like to order a subscription.

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ________________________State:______Zip: ___________

Phone:  _______________________________________________

Please check appropriate box:
 1 yr. in-county      1 yr. out-of-county

 6 mo. in-county    6 mo. out-of-county

 I would also like the online subscription for free with my 
     purchase of the Oklee Herald.
 Email address: ________________________________________

$30 (yr.) in trade 
area - Red Lake, 

East Polk & 
Pennington Counties

$40 (yr.) out of 
trade area

$20(6 months) in 
trade area

$24 (6 months) out 
of trade area
$35 (yr.) for 

snowbirds - chg. of 
address Note: If you just want an online 

subscription you can register and 
pay online or call 218-487-5225. 

Cost for online is ONLY $25!



START DATE
____________

O
43

tfc

*****
Also, there has been some 

interest in starting the Senior 
Potluck Wednesday that we 
used to have once a month. 
The first one will be on June 
15th at 5:00 p.m. at the Oklee 
Cafe. It's a great time to visit 
and enjoy a delicious shared 
meal. So mark your calendars, 
bring a dish to share, and we'll 
see you there.

*****
Not much to report - the sun 

is shining this Monday morn-
ing, but the temperatures are 
cool, not cold, but cool. 

The farmers are getting 
back into their fields as things 
are drying out finally.

The sound of lawnmowers is 
heard around town and in the 
country. Everyone it getting 
their places fixed up now that 
the rain is leaving us alone 
for a while.

Enjoy the weather and have 
a good week.

Who’s Dat?

Who’s Dat?
This week's photo is of two 

fellows from Oklee that ac-
complished something big for 
Oklee. Who are they and what 
did they accomplish?

Last photo in was of Faith 
(Burman) Lambkin White. 
This is one of the many photos 
shared with the Oklee Herald 
from Marie (Burman) Weaver, 
who recently passed away.

Everyone has a photo or 
two that would be great for 
this column. Please share them 
with our readers as it is one 
of most popular columns of the 
Oklee Herald. 

I am always in need of more 
photos - School days, church 
events, sports, etc. If you email 
a photo, please scan at 300 
dpi (high quality) if you can. 
You can email to okleeherald@

gmail.com. 
If you mail a photo to the 

Oklee Herald office, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped 
envelope so the photos can be 
returned. Mail  them to: Oklee 
Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee MN 
56742  Or stop by the office 
and I will scan your photo 
while you wait.

Eighty Years Ago
June 11, 1942
Roy Depta and Emma Berni-

er were married at St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church in 
Oklee.

Marjorie Piquette and Mal-
colm Lynch were also married 
at St. Francis Xavier in Oklee.

Satesdalslag was held in 
Oklee June 12-14th. 

Miss Ruth Falardeau left for 
the summer session at Bemidji 
State Teachers college.

There was a dance held at 
the Lakeview Pavilion at Maple 
Lake. The cost for men was 
$.65 and the cost for women 
was $.45. Music was provided 
by Lloyd Hunter.

Weekly News Analysis: Ter-
rific Air Offensive Against Na-
zis Is Opened With Epic Raid 
on Cologne; Violent Fighting 
in Battle of Kharkov Drains 
German Reserves in Ukraine.

Newly Inducted Soldiers 
Find Army is Efficient: Busi-
nesslike Military Routine 
Gives Boost to Morale.

Home Front Strengthened 
by Army of Rural Women: 
Wives and Daughters Help 
Keep Nations Larder Full.

Seventy Years Ago
June 5, 1952
REA Show due here June 

11th – plans were rounded out 
this week for the appearance 
of the all-new Rural Electric 
Summer Show. The attraction 
will be a main street affair in 
the cities it visits. One of the 
big features of the entire show 
will be the grand prize, which 
will be awarded to one luck 
person at the end of the tour, 
worth $2,500, a all-electric 
farm workshop.

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Reindal 
motored to Bemidji to attend 
the graduation of their son Har-
old from  the State Teachers 
College there.

At the Oak Theatre this 
week were on Fri-Sat: Drums 
in the Dee South, Sun-Mon: 
Comin’ Round The Moun-
tain with Bud Abbot and Lou 
Costello, and Wednesday (REA 
Day) Cross Winds with Rhonda 
Fleming and Forrest Tucker.

Mr. and Mrs. Andy Nistler 
drove to Federal Dam, MN on 
Friday and spent the weekend 
visiting and fixing on their 
farm.

Sixty Years Ago
May 31, 1962
Mrs. Ruth Lindquist, daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Falardeau of Oklee, will receive 
her bachelor of science degree 
from Bemidji State College. 
She majored in mathematics.

Leroy J. Sabourin, yeoman 
third class, USN, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James S. Sabourin of 
Brooks, is serving on the staff 
o Commander Carrier Division 

16, a unit which participated  
in the recovery operations of 
the “Project Mercury” orbital 
space flight May 24.

Nineteen students at the 
Plummer school have perfect 
attendance. Judy Pederson, 
Karen Eskeli, Joanne Fallon, 
Jolayne Greenwald, Rita Par-
adis, Donald Roese, Jerome 
Berberich, Dick Mandt, Faith 
Clasen, Faith Paradis, Lin-
da Pederson, Cheryl Heupel, 
Elaine Linder, Carol Sorenson, 
Betty Roese, Cherie Ydstie, 
Rodney Eskeli, Donald Fox and 
Ruth Howard.

Mrs. Erick Johnson of Grand 
Marais, MN, who is secretary of 
the association, has announced 
that the Setesdalslaget pro-
gram will include prominent 
speakers, outstanding musi-
cians, singing and dancing and 
Norwegian costumes.

Baptized on Sunday at St. 
Francis was Sandra, infant 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
Brant of Minneapolis. Sponsors 
were Judy and Bill Brandt.

Fifty Years Ago
1972
There are no loose copies 

or bound books for this year. 
If you have saved 1972 papers 
and are looking for a new home 
for them, bring them in to the 
Oklee Herald office. Thanks

Forty Years Ago
June 10, 1962
Art Wichterman and family 

members gathered at his home 
Sunday, May 30th for a noon 
birthday potluck luncheon to 
celebrate his 90th birthday.

Jon Lindquist, son of Dr. 
and Mrs. H.T. Lindquist at-
tended the North Dakota State 
University basketball camp 
and received a trophy for the 
most valuable player of the 
camp. There were 190 players 
attending the camp.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Novak 
were Memorial weekend guests 
with Mr. and Mrs. Jerome 
Novak and family of Bemidji.

Margaret and Shauna Knut-
son spent several days at the 
Marvin Bronken home this 
past week.

The 73rd Setesdalslaget of 
American will be held in Oklee 
on June 25th and 26th. It was 
organized in 1909.

Matthew Dulka and Jeff 
Johnson are recent graduates 
from area colleges and were 
from the Oklee High School 
class of 1978.

Rick and Linda Bergeson of 
Trail are proud to announce the 
arrival of a son, “Skip” born on 
May 18th. 

Thirty Years Ago
June 3, 1992
Head custodian, Wallace 

Nelson is retiring after 35 years 
with the school. 

William Slater, Moorhead 

was sentenced on May 27th for 
2nd degree arson in connection 
with the fire at the Marlene 
Violette home in Oklee.

Bonnie Borene, president of 
the AAL Branch 7452, present-
ed a check to Jason Aakhus 
with a $500 scholarship. Jason 
is an 1992 Oklee High School 
graduate and will be attending 
Northland Community College 
in Thief River Falls.

Cheryl Greenwald, daugh-
ter of Michael and Sandra Gre-
enwald of Plummer has been 
admitted to Jamestown College 
and will begin in the fall.

Oklee Lumber Yard has 
a new look. The first major 
remdeling done to the business 
since the ownership of Tom 
Melby in 1946.

Twenty Years Ago
June 6, 2002
Oklee Postmaster Phyllis 

Melby was been nominated 
as a candidate for the 2002 
Benjamin Franklin Award of 
Excellence.

Kelsey Rewertz and Kyle 
Walters,  Girls and Boys 
Staters, presented readings as 
part of the Plummer Memorial 
Day program.

Plummer Legion Command-
er, Les Hofstad presided over 
the Memorial Day program 
and introduced the keynote 
speaker, Commander Merle 
Metcalf, retired Navy.

A few months back, Derek 
and Jacqueline Cross pur-
chased the old run down hotel 
in Oklee better known as An-
dy's Hotel. They also bought 
what remains of The Farmer's 
Club Cafe. The two building 
were in sad repair. Under the 
siding on the Hotel, the old 
painted sign of the past Andy's 
Hotel was found. And an old 
Coya Knutson campaign sign 
was found in a back room of 
Andy's hotel and was being 
used as a shelf. 

A patriotic sing-a-long was 
lead by Father Kleinwachter, 
Bonnie Jensen and Elmer 
Hanson at Oklee's Memorial 
Day Services held at the Oklee 
School gym.

Ten Years Ago
June 6, 2012
The 14th annual Red Lake 

County Relay For Life con-
tinued a successful run with 
a fantastic fundraising total! 
The current amount raised by 
this year's teams is $65,515.70.

A piece of Oklee's early 
history was scheduled to be 
burned on June 9th as a Fire-
men's Training exercise. 

The American Legion in 
Oklee held their Memorial Day 
program High School, with 
Father Dave Super, who had 
ties to Oklee as the speaker. 
Before the program, the Post 
members gathered at the Area 
Veteran's Park to raise a new 
flag that had been flown over 
the Capitol Building in Wash-
ington D.C.

Plummer's American Le-
gion also held their annual 
Memorial Day program at 
the Veteran's Memorial Park. 
Kurt Ellefson was the speaker, 
the Red Lake County Veteran 
Service Officer.

On Thursday, May 24th, 
sixth grader, Sydney Melby 
took first place by playing the 
piano, in RLCC's Got Talent 
contest at the Elementary 
School, 2nd grader, Adriel 
Bakken's talent was singing 
and she took 2nd place, with 
Calyssa Eskeli, a fourth grader, 
dancing her way to a third p 
lace win.

On Saturday, the 28th, Wil-
ma Arlt celebrated her 96th 
birthday. Lowell and Cindy 
Arlt, Wilma and Cindy and 
Gary Arlt went to Erskine for 
dinner.

Also, over the weekend 
Wilma and Cindy Arlt were 
coffee guests at Sandy and 
Mike Greenwald’s. Bonnie 
Greenwald also came.

Stella and Dwight Howard 
of Inver Grove Heights, and 
Randy and Dawn Stenvik of 
White Water, Montana, Declan 
George and Nevaeh George 
of Thief River Falls came for 
the Memorial Day program 
and enjoyed the lunch at the 
Legion afterwards. Then they 
toured the museum. Dawn and 
Randy said that where they 
live it was very dry. They had 
a wonderful time.

On Sunday Lowell and 
Cindy Arlt, Ross, Ava and 
Mya Arlt, Amy and Addison 
Erickson attended Blake Arlt’s 
graduation reception.

On Memorial Day Anne 
Traxler’s sister, Gloria and 
husband Bill Niswonger of 
Walker came and had lunch at 
the Legion and visited Anne’s 
afterwards.

On Sunday, there was a 
graduation party for Paul De-
Hate. Anna and Diane DeHate 
attended as well as other fam-
ily. Paul is the son of Bernie 
and Jill DeHate.

Alice Jobe attended the 
graduation party for Jed Duden 
out at the farm, Friday night. 
There were lots of people and 
the food was awesome. It was 
such a beautiful evening. Jed 
will be going to school for diesel 
mechanics.

The work is progressing up 
town on Main Street. They were 
on the west end this past week, 
with huge gravel piles.

Some seeding was done over 
the weekend, but many areas 
still have very wet fields. It’s 
sad to see.

The lilacs have been bloom-
ing as well as the flowering 
crab.

This week a hummingbird 
flew up to my living room win-
dow. The lilacs are close by. It 
was fun to watch him.

Also, this week, I saw a 
rose breasted grosbeak on the 
ground below the feeder. They 
are pretty to see.

The Memorial Day program 
was held at 10:30 a.m. at 
the Legion. Vice Commander 
Aakhus opened the program. 
Les Hofstad led the prayer. 
The “Star Spangled Banner” 
was played. Master Sargent 
Reyes of Grand Forks Air Force 
Base gave the Memorial mes-
sage. The fallen comrades list 
read by Clarence Ganger and 
Auxiliary members deceased 
read by Alice Jobe. Rifle volley 
followed than taps. Colors were 
retired. Following afterwards 
was the lunch prepared by Dee 
Ann Eskeli. It was very nice.

The weekend turned out to 
be fairly nice for a change.  No 
rain.  It wasn’t hot enough to 
go swimming, but it was nice to 
sit outdoors and visit which was 
done by many people I’m sure.  
The sun was bright and there 
were not cloudy skies. With 
a few more heating days the 
crops that are planted should 
grow nicely.  

My garden is still a mud hole 
so I am not looking to harvest 
anything this year. It is too 
bad that the water had to come 
just when it was time to plant.  
There is no hope for gardening 
in my garden this year.  

Over the weekend, we were 
celebrating birthdays, both 
Becky’s and Linda’s birthday.  
Nancy and Matt Ellenson, of 
Warroad, brought Margaret 
and Ian, their children, along 
to help make the festivities 
a bit more grand. We also 
called Linda on her birthday 
Sunday, and found out that 
she has COVID and has had 
it for two weeks and she is 

really still very rocky from it 
with dizziness and nausea. She 
has lung compromises with 
asthma and so she is being 
careful that she is hydrated 
well, and keeping her oxygen 
levels up. A few prayers would 
be a big help. Needless to say, 
Happy Birthday to both Linda 
and Becky.

Speaking of Warroad, they 
are swimming in water up 
there. The lake is really high,  
it was reported on TV that it 
was five feet over flood stage.  
Many resorts are closed down 
because they are unable to 
dock boats with their piers 
gone or flooded. Rainy River is 
also very high and Baudette is 
water logged too.

Highway 92 is now open 
after the big washout that 
closed it over a month ago.  
The detour was a good one, but 
it took longer for us to get to 
town. Now we have a straight 
shot into Red Lake Falls, and 
it is pleasant. Thanks to MN 
DOT, who made this a short 
detour time. Good job guys.  

Happy Birthday to Perry 
Morinville who had a birthday 
on Sunday the 5th. He should 
have come to share cake that 
was served on Sunday, but 
I believe he was farming. So 

Happy Birthday from one of 
your fans. Hope we get to share 
cake some other year.  

That is what I gleaned for 
this week. Watch TV this week 
to see what they were able to 
find in the January 6th com-
mission hearings. It should be 
interesting. We can make up 
our minds of what happened if 
we hear it all. Nobody has to 
tell us to say what happened, 
we can make up our own minds.  

Another anniversary, the 
70th of Queen Elizabeth’s reign 
happened over the weekend.  
I remember when she was 
crowned and she had a 25 
pound crown placed on her 
head in Westminster Abbey 
all those years ago. I watched 
it on our neighbor’s television.  
I was so pumped to see that.  
It was one of those things you 
never forget. It happened to be 
broadcast in the middle of the 
night in our country. She was 
so beautiful and still is. She is 
a woman anyone can admire.  
I hope you were able  to take 
in some of the festivities this 
weekend. Queen Elizabeth II is 
the longest reigning monarch 
England ever had. 

Have a good week and enjoy 
the sunshine and no rain so the 
farmers can get their crops in. 


