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case for Red Lake County, 1 child 
under 10 & 60's. I additional COVID 
related death has been reported, the 
individual was in their 70's.

Please take precautions whether you are vaccinated or not. Wear a mask 
in indoor public spaces, social distance, stay away from crowds, stay 
home if you are sick, wash you hands frequently and get vaccinated. 		 	
				    Pennington	 Red Lake
  • Total # of confirmed cases	 2606	 722
  • Total # of Hospitalizations	 127	 37
  • # Currently in Hospital	 5	 3
  • # of Active Cases in Isolation	 69	 5
  • Deaths	 30	 12

December 10th: There are 9 
new reported cases for Pennington 
County, 1 infant, 30's - 50's and 
70's.  

There are no new reported 
case for Red Lake County.

December 9th: There are 6 
new reported cases for Pennington 
County, 1 teen, 20's, 40's and 
50's.  2 additional cases have 
been hospitalized, they are both 
in their 60's.

There is 1 new reported case 
for Red Lake County, in their 60's.

December 8th: There are 8 
new reported cases for Pennington 
County, 1 child under 10, 20's, 
50's and 60's.

There are no new reported 
case for Red Lake County.

December 7th: There are 10 
new reported cases for Pennington 
County, 1 child under 2, 1 teen, 
20's, 40's, 50's. 

There are no new reported 
case for Red Lake County.

December 4th - 6th: There 
are 12 new reported cases for 
Pennington County, 1 child under 
5 & 20's-50's. 

There are 2 new reported 

Color for this issue 
is sponsored by 

North Star Credit Union

Santa Day In Brooks
On Sunday, December 12th, 

the weather was fine and warm 
for December. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus were expected at the 
Brooks Community Hall at 6 
p.m. 

Many people came out for 
the evenings event starting 
with a supper at 5:00 p.m. that 
included homemade cookies and 
treats, hotdogs with fixings 
(sauer kraut, cheese or relish) 
baked beans, chips and bever-
ages included coffee, lemonade 
or water.

Drawings for prizes (ev-
eryone gets one) started at 
5:30 . When you come in you 
are asked to put your name 
in and Santa's helpers make 
sure everyone registers. Name 

of children are called out first 
one at a time and they take 
their turn picking out a gift 
from under the tree. Then the 
adult names are called and the 
same thing happens, one at a 
time as your name is called, you 
pick out a gift.  When that is 
finished, Santa comes in with 
Mrs. Claus and the children 
are so excited. 

They all line up for their 
chance to tell Santa and Mrs. 
Claus what is on their Christ-
mas lists. 

It is also a chance for friends 
and neighbors to visit and catch 
up with each other. 

It is a fun evening for every-
one and can't complain about 
the weather.

30 ways to celebrate a merry month
The holiday season begins 

in late November and runs 
through New Year's Day. 

It is marked by various 
gatherings of friends and fam-
ily, decadent foods, cocktails, 
traveling, and gift exchanges. 
The National Retail Federation 
says consumers will spend an 
average of $967 during the 
holiday season. 

However, the joy of the 
holidays also is about all of 
the memorable experiences 
that tend to make the season 
so beloved.

With that in mind, here are 
30 ways to make the holiday 
season that much more merry.

1.Visit with an elderly 
or housebound neighbor and 
share conversation.

2. Donate gently used toys 
to a children's hospital.

3. Research the history of 
the holiday and share it with 
people you care about.

4. Make handmade Christ-
mas tree ornaments.

5. Donate money to a char-
ity or other good cause.

6. Encourage "pay it for-
ward" movements in your 
community. Start by doing 
something simple like buying a 
coffee for a complete stranger.

7. Feed birds facing the cold, 
winter weather.

8. Take a ride or walk 
around the neighborhood to 
look at decorated houses.

9. Make a fire in a fire pit 
in the yard and toast marsh-
mallows while sipping hot 
chocolate.

10. Binge watch holiday 
movies.

11. Attend the concert of a 

children's choir.
12. Help a friend decorate 

his or her home.
13. Host a tree-trimming 

party.
14. Schedule a day for 

baking cookies.
15. Sing Christmas carols 

at a nursing home.
16. Put together care pack-

ages of items and send them to 
troops overseas.

17. Share the holidays with 
a military family whose spouse 
is in service and can't make 
it home.

18. Offer to shop for some-
one who is homebound due to 
age, a chronic illness or injury.

19. Visit a large city to look 
at Christmas window displays.

20. Buy and hang real mis-
tletoe . and use it.

21. Make a new friend and 
invite him or her to a holiday 
party for the first time.

22. Babysit a newborn so his 
or her parents can get errands 
done or just catch up on rest.

23. Volunteer at a soup 

kitchen.
24. Share the religious 

traditions of your holiday with 
someone of a different faith.

25. If weather permits, go 
sledding, build a snowman or 
have a snowball fight.

26. Share favorite memories 
at family holiday dinners.

27. Remember a deceased 
loved one with a special tribute.

28. Construct a ginger-
bread house.

29. Teach someone how to 
make a cherished family recipe.

30. Surprise a distant rel-
ative with an impromptu visit.

Calendar of Events
Wed, Dec. 15 
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-

mer Legion.
Thu, Dec. 16:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Fri, Dec. 17:
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news
Sat, Dec. 18:
-Support your local busi-

ness – Shop Locally!
Sun, Dec. 19:
-Worship at the church – 

check inside for church times 
and places.

Mon, Dec. 20:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Tue, Dec. 21:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
Wed, Dec. 22:
-11:30 a.m. Senior Meals 

delivered – Call to order.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-

mer Legion.

Nancy has worked for Red Lake County Cooperative 
for 27 years. Her retirement party was held on December 
3rd at the Oklee Cenex where she has been the manager 
for most of those years. The new manager at the Oklee 
Cenex C-Store is Alisa Sandoval.

Congratulations to Nancy 
Magnell on her retirement 

Not sure if this is Harper or Brooklyn Morinville, but the 
twins were dressed in these really cute reindeer dresses. 
Mrs. Claus was listening closely at what the young lady 
was telling Santa.

Little Miss Hamrum with her father, Tyrell, wasn't 
too sure about Santa and wasn't going to get any closer. 

Left:
Ezra Fore had a few 

suggestions for Santa on 
the gifts he wanted. One 
was a dog, a German Shep-
herd. Santa told him that 
dogs need a lot of care so 
he would have to be very 
responsible.

Above: 
Jaylee and Jaden Parsley 

had a nice visit with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus on Sunday 
night. Jaden did most of the 
talking.

Clayton Larson formally from Plummer recently cele-
brated his 100th birthday. He comes several times a week 
to have coffee & shake dice with the “Coffee Crew” at 
Red River Ag in Plummer. 

Plummer Centenarian

Vaccines are thoroughly tested 
for safety before they’re made 
available to the public

Vaccines go through extensive 
trials before they can be introduced 
in a country. Expert doctors and 
scientists follow strict international 
standards while deciding to make a 
vaccine available 
to the public. Like 
al l  medicines, 
vaccines may 
c a u s e  s i d e 
effects that are 
usual ly  minor 

and temporary. More serious side 
effects are extremely rare. A person 
is far more likely to be seriously 
harmed by a disease than by its 
vaccine.

S o u r c e :  W o r l d  H e a l t h 
Organization 

These are stressful times, 
if you or someone you know is 
dealing with a mental health crisis, 
there is help. The Crisis Text Line 
is a free mental health text-based 
service available to all Minnesota 
residents 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. People who text 
“MN” to 741741 are connected to a 
trained counselor/volunteer who will 
help defuse the crisis and connect 
the texter to local resources.
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E x c e l l e n c e ,  M i n n e s o t a 
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**Winner 1st place Best Feature 
Story, Minnesota Newspaper 
Association, 1981.

**Winner 1st place Best Single 
News or Feature Story, Minnesota 
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“The Oklee Herald” is published weekly 
by Richards Publishing Co., Inc., Box 
159, Gonvick, MN 56644-0159.
Periodical postage paid at Oklee, MN 

56742-0009.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to: Oklee Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee, 
MN 56742-0009.

PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR 
ERROR: The Publisher shall not 
be liable for slight changes or typo-
graphical errors that do not lessen 
the value of an advertisement. The 
Publisher’s liability for other errors 
or omissions in connection with an 
advertisement is strictly limited to 
publication of the advertisement in 
any subsequent issue or the refund 
of any monies 
paid for the ad-
vertisement.

(U.S.P.S. 407-240)

Oklee Senior  
Site Dining

Legal Notices

Deadline: 
Friday's at 

noon!

Stay Warm!!

Oklee Herald papers 
available at many 
locations and online

Oklee: D & R Grocery, Cenex 
C-Store, Oklee Herald office.

Brooks: Brooks Travel Cen-
ter.

Plummer: Red River Ag - 
Convenience Store. 

Red Lake Falls: Eagle 
Square.

Gully: Gully Gas Station
And Online! Go to www.

TriCoCanary.com. 
If you already have a sub-

scription to the Oklee Herald, 
you can access the online ver-
sion free!. Just call Richards 
at 218-487-5225 to get your 
Oklee Herald  online.

Sudoku Solution

O16-15C

Oklee Centennial Cookbook
Recipe Corner - From page 21

Red Lake Falls  Library

Tri-Valley Public 
Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available, allowing those with 
special needs more comfort-
able, safe and convenient 
method of transportation. All 
of our buses are handicapped 
accessible and lift-equipped. 
All of our drivers are trained 
and certified.

To reserve a seat, please 
call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater county stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednes-
day – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

NOTICE OF FILING 
FOR GARNES 

TOWNSHIP 
ELECTION

Notice is hereby given to 
qualified voters of Garnes 
Township, Red Lake County, 
State of Minnesota, that filing 
for town office will be held for 
a two week period beginning 
December 28, 2021.

Affidavits of Candidacy 
shall be filed with the Town 
Clerk at Clerk’s home at any 
reasonable hour from De-
cember 28, 2021, to January 
11, 2022.

Filing will close on January 
11, 2022, at 5:00p.m.  The 
office will be open that day 
from 1PM-5PM.

Filing fee-$2.00
Offices to be filled at the 

March Annual Election are:
1- Supervisor for a Three 

Year term
1- Clerk for a Two Year 

Term                                               
Diane Kolstoe
Clerk, Town of Garnes O
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OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Linda Molitor
Wed, Dec. 15: 7:00 p.m. 

Confirmation.
Sun, Dec. 19: 10:30  a.m. 

Zion Sunday School Program. 
Potluck to follow. 4:00 p.m. 
Salem Sunday School Program. 
Potluck to follow.

Tue, Dec. 21: 7:00 p.m. Blue 
Christmas Service at Zion

Wed, Dec. 22: No Confir-
mation.

Sermons are on GVTEL 
Channel 35 (10 am Sunday & 2 
pm Tuesday), also on Facebook 
or YouTube.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. St. Fran-
cis – Oklee. 10:15 a.m. – Grygla. 
12:00 p.m. – Goodridge.

Go to: http://www.oggcatho-
lic.org/ for service times.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Brooks – Red Lake Falls
Catholic Parish

Fr. Bob Schreiner
Saturday: St. Joseph RLF 

5:30 p.m. 
Sunday: Brooks Sunday 

8:00 a.m. St. Joseph 10:00 a.m. 

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Wed, Dec. 15: 6:30 p.m. 
Confirmation at Immanuel.

Sun, Dec. 19: 9:00 a.m.  
Worship at Immanuel.  Iman-
nual WELCA Christmas. 7:00 
p.m. Worship at Ebenezer. 

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

Bethany–Ekelund–Faith
Pastor Kristen Ostercamp

Wed, Dec. 15: 7:00 p.m. 
Advent Service at Faith.

Sun, Dec. 19: 8:00 a.m. 
Ekelund – No SS, 9:30 a.m. 
Faith & SS program. 11 a.m. 
Bethany – SS.

Wed, Dec. 22: 7:00 p.m. 
Blue Christmas Service at 
Faith.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Wed, Dec. 15: 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday School 7:00 pm. 
Ladies Aid.

Sat, Dec. 18: Mt. Olive: 
9:00 a.m. 

Sun, Dec. 19: St. Petri: 8:00 
a.m. Nazareth: 9:45 a.m. Oak 
Park: 11:00 a.m. 

Find services and past ser-
mons at www.facebook.com/
clearwaterlutheranparish

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LeBon, Pastor

Tyler Stynsberg, 
Assoc. Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Wed, Dec. 15: 6:25 p.m. 

AWANA. 6:30 p.m. Youth 
Group.

Sun, Dec. 19: 9 a.m. Sun-
day School 10 a.m. Worship. 

Tue, Dec. 21: 9:30 a.m. 
Ladies Devotions. 

Wed, Dec. 22: 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Wed, Dec. 15: 2:00 p.m. 
Sand Valley Ladies Aid. 7:00 
p.m. Advent Service at Sand 
Valley.

Sat. Dec. 18: 9 a.m. Sand 
Valley Bake Sale.

Sun, Dec. 19: 9 a.m. Lund. 
10:30 a.m. Sand Valley. Con-
firmation Angle Tree Shopping 
at Lund, 12 p.m.

CDC safety guidelines for 
COVID-19 will be followed.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Interim Pastor

Sundays: 10:00 a.m. 
Services will continue to 

be live-streamed on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
bethelfosston) as an alterna-
tive to attending in person.

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

O46TFC

Holiday movie DVDs avail-
able through NWRL include 
timeless classics such as The 
Bishop's Wife, Christmas in 
Connecticut, Holiday Inn 
and White Christmas; 
and classic literature 
set to film such as A 
Christmas Carol in 
many different variations; 
"new classics" like The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever, A 
Christmas Story, Christmas 
Vacation, and The Home-
coming; and contemporary 
seasonal titles such as Christ-
mas By Starlight, The Christ-
mas Choir, Christmas Do-
Over, Christmas in Conway, 

Christmas Jars, Christmas 
She Wrote, The Christmas 
Shoes, On the Twelfth Date of 

Christmas and many others.  
C h r i s t m a s - t h e m e d 

adult fiction also 
abounds; new adult 
fiction titles include 
"Blame it on the 

Mistletoe" by Beth Garrod, 
"A Christmas in the Alps" by 
Melody 

Carlson, "The Christmas 
Promise" by Richard Paul Ev-
ans, "Dear Santa" by Debbie 
Macomber, "Once in a Life-
time" by Mary Monroe, and 
"A Virgin River Christmas" by 
Robyn Carr.

CALL FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received by 

Robert Schmitz, Red Lake County 
Auditor, 124 Langevin Ave., P.O. Box 
367, Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, on 
behalf of the Red Lake County Board 
of Commissioners, with bids to be 
received until 10:00 a.m. on January 
4, 2022 for the following publication:

PUBLICATION OF THE COUN-
TY BOARD PROCEEDINGS PUR-
SUANT TO MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES 375.12, AND THE PUBLICA-
TION OF ALL LEGAL NOTICES 
OF THE COUNTY, INCLUDING BID 
NOTICES, SAMPLE BALLOTS, 
AND ALL OTHER PUBLISHING 
REQUESTS OR NEEDS OR RE-
QUIREMENTS OF THE COUNTY, 
KNOWN OR UNKNOWN, DURING 
2022.

The bidders must comply with 
the legal requirements of Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 331A, and the 
legal requirements for publication of 
this material, and the bidders should 
make themselves familiar with these 
requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the 
form provided by the County Audi-
tor’s Office, and all bids must comply 
with the additional specifications on 
the bid form.

The words “Bid for Publishing” 
must be written on the outside of the 
bid envelope.

The Red Lake County Board re-
serves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any irregularities 
in the bidding process.

Dated at Red Lake Falls, Minne-
sota, this 8th day of December 2021.

_____________________
Robert Schmitz
Red Lake County Auditor

CALL FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received by 

Robert Schmitz, Red Lake County 
Auditor, 124 Langevin Ave., P.O. Box 
367, Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, on 
behalf of the Red Lake County Board 
of Commissioners, with bids to be 
received until 10:00 a.m. on January 
4, 2022 for the following publication:

FIRST PUBLICATION OF THE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT PURSU-
ANT TO MINNESOTA STATUTES 
375.17 IN 2022.

The bidders must comply with 
the legal requirements of Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 331A, and the 
legal requirements for publication of 
this material, and the bidders should 
make themselves familiar with these 
requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the 
form provided by the County Audi-
tor’s Office, and all bids must comply 
with the additional specifications on 
the bid form.

The words “Bid for Publishing” 
must be written on the outside of the 
bid envelope.

The Red Lake County Board re-
serves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any irregularities 
in the bidding process.

Dated at Red Lake Falls, Min-
nesota, this 8th day of December, 
2021.

_____________________
Robert Schmitz
Red Lake County Auditor

CALL FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received by 

Robert Schmitz, Red Lake County 
Auditor, 124 Langevin Ave., P.O. Box 
367, Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, on 
behalf of the Red Lake County Board 
of Commissioners, with bids to be 
received until 10:00 a.m. on January 
4, 2022 for the following publication:

SECOND PUBLICATION OF 
THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA 
STATUTES 375.17 IN 2022.

The bidders must comply with 
the legal requirements of Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 331A, and the 
legal requirements for publication of 
this material, and the bidders should 
make themselves familiar with these 
requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the 
form provided by the County Audi-
tor’s Office, and all bids must comply 
with the additional specifications on 
the bid form.

The words “Bid for Publishing” 
must be written on the outside of the 
bid envelope.

The Red Lake County Board re-
serves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any irregularities 
in the bidding process.

Dated at Red Lake Falls, Minne-
sota, this 8th day of December, 2021.

_____________________
Robert Schmitz
Red Lake County Auditor

CALL FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received by 

Robert Schmitz, Red Lake County 
Auditor, 124 Langevin Ave., P.O. Box 
367, Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, on 
behalf of the Red Lake County Board 
of Commissioners, with bids to be 
received until 10:00 a.m. on January 
4, 2022 for the following publication:

TWO PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
LIST OF DELINQUENT TAXES 
PURSUANT TO MINNESOTA 
STATUTES 279.05, 279.06, 279.07, 
279.08 AND 279.09 in 2022.

The bidders must comply with 
the legal requirements of Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 331A, and the 
legal requirements for publication of 
this material, and the bidders should 
make themselves familiar with these 
requirements.

Bids must be submitted on the 
form provided by the County Audi-
tor’s Office, and all bids must comply 
with the additional specifications on 
the bid form.

The words “Bid for Publishing” 
must be written on the outside of the 
bid envelope.

The Red Lake County Board re-
serves the right to reject any and all 
bids and to waive any irregularities 
in the bidding process.

Dated at Red Lake Falls, Minne-
sota, this 8th day of December 2021.

_____________________
Robert Schmitz
Red Lake County Auditor
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December 20 - 24
No congregate meals served.
If you are over the age of 

60 and you want a meal de-
livered to your home, call the 
Oklee Cafe 796-5666. Please 
call by  Friday to order your 
meals from the menu below. 
If the cafe runs short, it will 
be Cook’s Choice. A $5.00 per 
meal donation is suggested.

Mon: Cook’s Choice, milk, 
and dessert.

Tue: Turkey, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, vegetable, stuffing, 
milk, and dessert.

Wed: Cold pork & Swiss 
sandwich, broccoli cheese soup, 
milk, and dessert.

Thu: Biscuit & sausage 
gravy, hash browns, milk, and 
dessert.

Fri: No Senior Meal on 
Christmas Eve.

Water Chestnuts & Bacon
Donna Fossum

2 cans whole water chestnuts
1 lb medium to thick sliced bacon – 
   cutting in half right from the package 
(the 2 lb box if good bacon)
Wrap 1/2 bacon strip around the water 
chestnut.  Use a round toothpick to hold it 
together. Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees.  
Then drain off grease or put in a clean 
casserole or pan. 
Heat in a saucepan the following:
1/3 cup white sugar
1/3 cup brown sugar
3/4 cup catsup
2 Tbsp vinegar

When hot pour over bacon and bake for 30 minutes 
more and serve.  You can use little Smokies with bacon 
and do the same process.

Santa and Mrs. Claus even had a furry fellow stop 
by for his Christmas list. Foxy was very happy to sit on 
Santa's lap.

O39C

Remember to
stop by this

week for
coffee, cookies

and your 
Christmas

Gift.
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Mustang
stampede

RLCC Sports 
Schedules

Schedules subject to 
changes - please check 
the school web site at 
https://www.rlcc2906.
org/

RLC Rebel Boys
Basketball

Thu, Dec. 16:
JH 4:30PM Clear-

brook-Gonvick Bears 
@ Clearbrook-Gonvick 
High School. 

Fri, Dec. 17: 
JH 4:30PM  
JV 6:00PM 	
Varsity 7:30PM 	

RLC Basketball vs. Ste-
phen-Argyle Central @ 
Oklee.

Tue, Dec. 21: 
JH 4:30PM @ Bagley 

Elementary School
C Game  5:00PM 
JV Game 6:00PM 
Varsity 7:30PM 	

Cass Lake-Bena @ Ok-
lee.

Tue, Jan 4: 
Boys C 5:00PM 
Boys JV 6:00PM 
Varsity 7:30PM RLC 

Basketball vs. Crook-
ston @ Crookston High 
School.

RLCC Girls
Basketball 

Thu, Dec. 16: 
JV 6:00PM
Varsity 7:15PM 
EGF Green Wave @	

EGF Senior High School
Mon, Dec. 20: 
JV 6:00PM 	
Varsity 7:15PM    
Foss ton  @  High 

School.
Tue, Dec. 21:
JH 4:30PM 
Mahnomen/Waubun 	

Mahnomen High School
Tue, Jan 4: 
Girls JH 4:30PM 	

Red Lake Falls @ Plum-
mer.

RLCC 
Menus

NOTICE: Food shortages 
are nationwide, and our school 
district is also experiencing un-
available items or last-minute 
food replacements from our food 
distributors. Menus are subject 
to change, but we will do our best 
to notify you via social media/
bulletin if/when there are menu 
changes. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding! We 
look forward to serving all of our 
students nutritious meals. 

RLCC School District.

December 20 - 24
Oklee

Monday: Breakfast: Bagel 
w/cream cheese, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Pizza, 
lettuce salad, fresh vegetables, 
fruit, and milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast: Bis-
cuit with gravy, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Chick-
en legs, baked potatoes, vegeta-
bles, dinner roll, fruit, and milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast: 
Donut, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Hot dog or pol-
ish w/bun, baked beans, chips, 
fruit, and milk.

Thursday: No School. 
Winter Break.

Friday: No School. Winter 
Break.
Plummer

Monday: Breakfast: Egg 
& sausage biscuit, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Chick-
en wild rice or chicken noodle 
soup, PB&J Uncrustables, 
mixed vegetables, fruit, and 
milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast: Long 
John, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: Ham patty w/
bun, cheese, chips, baked 
beans, fruit, and milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast: 
Breakfast pizza, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Chick-
en variety (nuggets, strips or 
popcorn), au gratin potatoes, 
corn, fruit, and milk.

Thursday: No School. 
Winter Break.

Friday: No School. Winter 
Break.

Cari Bachand throws one in while Paige Olson, Maddy Inda Valdez, and Carlie Vet-
tleson go for the rebound.

By Kya Morinville
On Friday December 12th, 

2021 the Varsity girls basket-
ball team of Red Lake County 
Central lost to Clearbrook/Con-
vick in Oklee, 45-72. Some girls 
that had a great game were Cari 

Bachand with 24 points and 8 
rebounds, Carlee Whalen with 
7 points and 7 rebounds, and 
Marissa Thomas with 7 points 
and 8 rebounds.

On Monday the girls varsity 
basketball team played again 

against Bagley in Bagley and 
won, 62-41. Some girls that 
had a great game that day 
were Cari Bachand 34 points 
and 8 rebounds, and Maddie 
Inda-Valdez with 8 points and 
9 rebounds.

The Red Lake County Reb-
els hosted the Grygla/Go-
odridge Chargers on Monday, 
December 6th at the Red Lake 
County Central High School 
Gym. The Rebels led the Char-
gers the first half with a score 
of 34 to their 24 and finished 
the game with a final score of 
73 to 44. Leading the Rebels 
with points for the evening 
was Connor Duden with 20 
points which included five 
three-pointers. Next,  Chase 
Nelson had 15 points for the 
evening. Gerald Melin scored 

Right: Owen 
Chervestad, 11, 
makes a break 
for an offensive 
play as Gerald 
Melin 23, Chase 
Nelson, 41, Con-
nor Duden 23, 
and Tyler Eske-
li 23 set up the 
next play.

Mustangs 
vs. Northern 
Freeze 

Unfortunate Loss again at 
December 9th game. Lost 37-40

Unfortunate loss again!!!
Stats
Cari Bachand: 15pts,10 

Rebounds,3 assts,2 steals
Shawna Majeres:  9pts, 2 

RBs, 1 asst, 3 steals
Carlee Whalen:  7pts, 12 

Rebounds, 1asst, 2 steals
Paige Olson: 4 pts, 3 RBs, 

1 asst
Jamie Flatgaard: 1 pt
Quinn Graves:  1 pt

RLCC Girls Varsity lose to Clearbrook/Gonvick

Mustangs vs. 
Clearbrook-
Gonvick 
Lost 45-72

Here are the stats for the 
Fri Dec. 3rd game.  Unfortu-
nate loss!!!!

Stats
Cari Bachand: 24pts,6 Re-

bounds,1 asst,1 steal
Carlee Whalen:  7pts, 4 

Rebounds, 2 assts, 1 steal
Marissa Thomas: 7 pts, 6 

rebounds,1 asst, 1 steal
Maddie Inda~Valdes:  4 pts
Shawna Majeres:  2 pts, 
Carly Vettleson:  1 pts

Carlee Whalen shot 50% at the free throw line!!

Shawna Majers 2pts with a lay up.

unmatched oppor-
tunity to gain skills 
that translate di-
rectly to real-world 
applications,” shares 
Principal Randy Ped-
erson.  “This is the 
only videoboard cur-
riculum of its kind in 
the country. RLCC 
students will learn 
the basics content 
creation for video 
boards and also will 
learn the administra-
tion of doing live in-
game production for 
events. In addition, 
as time goes on, stu-
dents can learn about 
live video production 
and the incorpora-
tion of live video into 
game production, in-
corporating real time 
data into productions 
and the learning of 
advanced graphic de-
sign skills.”

Principal  Ped-
erson is also men-
tioned that the vid-
eo board ultimately 
will be used for stu-
dent events, such as 
Homecoming Coro-
nation, Minnesota 
Honor Society In-
duction Ceremony, 
Academic Banquet 
and Graduation and 
many others.  

Local and regional 
sponsors were quick 
to come on board 
with the project. An-
chor sponsors that 
provided the highest 
level of funding were 
Oklee Lumber, Secu-
rity State Bank Ok-
lee, Unity Bank Red 
Lake Falls and West 
Central Ag. The next 
tier of sponsors that 
pledged significant 
funding were Red 
Lake County Coop, 
Oklee Quilting, Eske-
li Electric, Northern 
Motors TRF, CHS Ag 
Services, and Pro-Ag. 
“We are so grateful 
to our sponsors for 
investing in our stu-
dents and for provid-
ing for these boards 
and the curriculum 
that goes with it,” 
states Principal Ped-
erson.  

New Scoreboard and 
Videoboard Installed 
at RLCC High Gym

The gym at the high school in Oklee 
received a partial facelift during the 
week of November 15 with the installa-
tion of state-of-the-art scoreboards and 
a videoboard. The units were purchased 
from Daktronics, the world-leader in 
scoreboards and videoboard. 

“This is an exciting venture that in-
cludes Daktronics and our local sponsors” 
states Kate Moll, A.D. “Conversations 
began in the fall of 2020 between JJ 
Johnson and school administration. And 
here we are a year later. We can’t say 
thank you enough to JJ for his securing 
all of the funding from our local sponsors.  
The 5-year commitments from our awe-
some sponsors have this project paid for.”

The new scoreboard includes side 
“stat panels” which can record points 
and fouls for the players in the game at 
any given time. The videoboard will be 
able to produce in-game graphics, sponsor 
advertisements and a whole litany of 
other in-game experiences.

“At this point we know how to operate 
the scoreboards, states Mrs. Moll. All 
we need is a few games to gain some 
experience and the scoreboards will be 
fully functional. The videoboard on the 
other hand won’t be fully functional until 
next school year. Certain staff need to 
be trained. And then school year 2022-
23 we will have a dedicated class that 
I will teach that ultimately will train 
students to be able to administrate in-
game programming.”

“The Daktronics video display cur-
riculum that will be implemented here 
at RLCC HS provides our students an 

Red Lake County Rebels Outplay the Chargers

Tyler Eskeli at the basket while Owen Chervestad, 11,Gerald Melin, 23, and Connor 
Duden, 24 are ready to switch to defense.

14 points as well. When asked 
about the exciting evening, 
Tyler Eskeli, Senior Rebel ex-
claimed, “Everyone hustled and 
there was great communication 
on the floor.”

Leading the Chargers in 
points in the evening was Lewis 
Johnson with 15 points, Blake 
Rychlock with 11 points, and 
Jordan Coan had 10 points for 
the evening. The Grygla/Go-
odridge Chargers are coached 
by Head Coach Andrew Sund-
berg and assisted by Brady 
Olson. The Rebels are coached 

by Head Coach Steve Phillion 
and assisted by Randy Huie.
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Ice spearing for northern pike

Griffin Roragen, from Fin's Spins and Fin's Lures, was 
one of the many vendors during the Spears, Beers and De-
coys show recently held at the Lean To Tavern in Bejou.

Spearing is a fascinating 
way to harvest one of Min-
nesota's largest fish. Looking 
down from above, you seek  – 
and see – the fish in its world 
rather than blindly pulling the 
fish in on a line strung with 
enticements and attractions 
from your world.

Found in in nearly every 
Minnesota lake and river, the 
northern pike is a voracious 
predator. That instinct draws 
it to the decoy dangling in 
the portal from which you'll 
be peeking into the northern's 
world.

Though somewhat challeng-
ing to fillet, the northern pike 
is excellent table fare.

Generally, spearing is lim-
ited to rough fish such as 
sucker. But spearing on the 
ice for northern pike is allowed 
from mid-November to the last 
Sunday in February.

Minnesota has three north-
ern pike zones and regulations 
vary depending on where you're 
spearing. Northern pike in win-
ter in many of the same places 
you find them in autumn, 
points, narrows, vegetation 
lines and other vegetation 
places where this top preda-
tor can hide while waiting to 
ambush prey.

Typically, northern pike 
spearing occurs in relatively 
shallow water, commonly in the 
six-to 10-foot range. Spearing 
works best if your dark house 
is over a sandy or light-colored 
bottom rather than a dark 
muddy bottom. That’s because 
northern pike show up better 
when suspended over a light 
background.

Spearing is a fascinating 
way to harvest a northern 
pike but it requires equip-
ment different from standard 
ice fishing. So, if you want to 
try spearing you will need to 
borrow or buy a few specialty 
items, including a spear, dark 
house or roomy portable shel-
ter, fish decoys, ice chisel, ice 
saw, auger and maybe even 
ice tongs.

Given the items you need, a 
good way to get into spearing 
is to try it first with someone 
who knows how to do it.

The best part of darkhouse 
spearing is the viewing hole. 
Typically, viewing holes are 
about three feet long and two 

feet wide. 
To make a viewing hole drill 

four holes where you want your 
four corners. Next, use an ice 
saw or chisel to connect the 
four holes, thereby creating a 
rectangular slab of floating ice. 
When the ice is relatively thin 
you can push the slab under the 
ice and away from the hole with 
your chisel. Later in the year, 
when slabs are thick and their 
buoyance makes them difficult 
to push down, it is best to pry 
them out of the water with your 
chisel. If you do this always 
return the slab to the water 
when you are done spearing. 

You don’t want to leave large 
chunks of ice on the lake as 
they become safety hazards for 
snowmobilers and other motor 
vehicles. Also, when finished 
spearing mark your spear hole 
with a tree branch or brush. 
This is a traditional signal 
to others not to drive or walk 
over this spot as the ice may 
not be safe.

Fish decoys attract northern 
pike to your viewing hole. Arti-
ficial decoys come in a variety 
of shapes, lengths and colors. 
It’s smart to buy decoys that 
mimic common prey in the lake 
you fish. A live decoy – typically 
a large sucker minnow trussed 
in a harness – is another 
option. Decoys are typically 
tied to a short rod and reel, 
and jigged fairly frequently 
to attract curious and hungry 
fish. Larger jigging motions are 
best for attracting distant fish. 
More subtle motions are best 

for keeping the fish’s interest 
when it is in or near the hole. 
The decoy’s purpose is to lure 
the fish into the center of the 
hole and relatively close to the 
surface so spearing success is 
higher.

Since you never know when 
a fish is going to swim into the 
hole it is best to keep the spear 
tip in the water. This way you 
won’t splash the water with 
your spear and scare the pike 
away when it arrives. When 
throwing a spear be sure to 
keep it perpendicular to the 
water. You want the fish to 
be directly beneath the spear. 
Don’t throw a spear at an angle 
because this most often results 
in a miss due to the light-bend-
ing properties of refraction. 

Though anglers talk about 
“throwing” the spear in reality 
many spearers more or less 
drop the spear with a two-fin-
gered motion akin to tossing 
a paper airplane. This type 
of release is effective because 
spears are heavy, sharp and 
gravity works. Finally, when 
possible it is best to drop the 
spear when the fish is facing 
away from you. Aim for the 
back of the head. Make sure 
your spear is tethered to the 
wall of your dark house or 
some other fixed object. If you 
have speared a large pike keep 
pressure on the fish until it 
stops moving by keeping the 
spear perpendicular, thereby 
essentially pinning it to the 
bottom. If you let the spear fall 

Tidemann started his journalism career at the Bismarck Tribune in 1978 and began college 
teaching career as a graduate teaching assistant at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion in 
1977. He has worked at newspapers in Iowa and the Dakotas and his work has appeared in Over-
drive, Writer’s Journal, the San Diego Union-Tribune and Snowmobile. (Michael Tidemann writes 
from Estherville, Iowa. His author page is amazon.com/author/michaeltidemann.)

Writers & Writing
 by Michael Tidemann

 The numbers speak for 
themselves. 

Sweeper: A Sports Romance 
Novel by Amy (Danielson) Daws 
is ranked number one in Kindle 
sports fiction, number one in 
Amazon sports romance books 
and number one in Kindle 
sports romance. It’s also ranked 
number 32 out of all Kindle 
books. 

Daws, originally from Es-
therville, Iowa, now lives in 
Sioux Falls, S.D., where she’s 
a full-time writer, specializing 
in romance and, more recently, 
sports romance. 

So what could possibly be 
the reason for Daws’ meteoric 
rise in the publishing charts? 

A big part of that answer 
likely lies in the depth of her 
characters and how their in-
terior struggles impact their 
relationships. 

Daws begins Sweeper from 
the perspective of Zander Wil-
liams, an American soccer play-
er who finds a place on a team 
in Great Britain, the heart of the 
soccer, or more appropriately, 
football world. Zander is strug-
gling with the recent loss of his 
father, but perhaps equally, the 
possibility that his real father 
may be Vaugn Harris, coach of 
his soccer team. 

Sport romance has well-rounded characters
needing to know who his real 
father is, a need that leads him 
to desperate measures when he 
unknowingly uses Daphney. 
For Daphney, it’s learning to 
trust Zander – something that’s 
nearly impossible given her 
previous relationship. 

Daws’ use of dialogue is, as 
the British would say, spot on. 
She takes us into the world of 
elite football where we can smell 
the locker room. 

Beyond that, though, Daws 
makes Zander’s and Daphney’s 
inner conflicts real and convinc-
ing. We feel what they feel, and 
we’re there with them every 
step of the way. By alternating 
points of view between Zander 
and Daphney, Daws draws out 
her story tension to the break-
ing point where we feel like their 
coach as well, not in football but 
in their relationship. 

If you like romance, if you 
like sports or if you like a good 
read with real characters in 
real situations, this is a book 
for you. Daws has transcended 
the romance genre to give us a 
true picture of real people as 
they struggle to live real lives. 

(Michael Tidemann writes 
from Estherville, Iowa. His 
author page is amazon.com/
author/michaeltidemann.) 

Yet another challenge for 
Williams is Daphney, a beau-
tiful yet broken young woman 
whose struggle to find intimacy 
is overshadowed by a past re-
lationship. 

Zander and Daphney have a 
lot of problems to work through 
before they can have a meaning-
ful relationship. For Zander, it’s 

Sweeper: A Sports Ro-
mance Novel 

Amy Daws, LLC 
$14.99 paperback 
ISBN 978-1944565404 
$4.99 Kindle 

December 2021 
Health Points

National Influenza 
Vaccination Week 
December 5-11

National Influenza Vacci-
nation Week is here! If you 
haven’t received a flu shot yet, 
there’s still time. People with 
certain chronic conditions are 
more likely to develop serious 
flu complications. Together, 
we can all #FightFlu. Protect 
yourself and your loved ones 
by getting a flu shot. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/re-
source-center/nivw/index.htm 

What is World 
AIDS Day?

World AIDS Day takes 
place on December 1 each 
year. It’s an opportunity for 
people worldwide to unite in 
the fight against HIV, to show 
support for people living with 
HIV, and to commemorate 
those who have died from an 
AIDS-related illness. Founded 
in 1988, World AIDS Day was 
the first ever global health day. 

HIV stands for human im-
munodeficiency virus. The 
virus can lead to acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome, 
or AIDS, if not treated. Unlike 
some other viruses, the human 
body can’t get rid of HIV com-
pletely, even after treatment.

Right now, there is no cure 
for HIV. But with proper medi-
cal care, HIV can be effectively 
controlled. 

Treatment for HIV is 
called  antiretroviral therapy 
or ART. If taken as prescribed, 
ART can dramatically 

prolong the lives of many 
people who have HIV and keep 
them healthy. Also, people with 
HIV who take HIV medicine 
as prescribed and keep an 
undetectable viral load have 
effectively no risk of transmit-
ting HIV through sex. Before 
the introduction of ART in the 
mid-1990s, people with HIV 
could progress to AIDS (the 
last stage of HIV infection) in 
a few years. Today, someone 
who gets an HIV diagnosis and 
starts treatment in the early 
stages of the disease can live 
nearly as long as someone who 
does not have HIV.

The only way to know for 
sure whether you have HIV is 
to get tested.

https://hivrisk.cdc.gov/ 
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/li-

brary/awareness/wad.html 

What Are Ultra-
Processed Foods and 
Are They Bad for Me?

Food processing is an im-
portant part of making foods 
edible and safe. However, diets 
high in ultra-processed foods 
have been linked to different 
health conditions, like obesity, 
heart disease, and diabetes. 

Ultra-processed foods
These are made from sub-

stances extracted from food 
or food particles or made in 
the lab. Some ingredients are 
made by dividing whole foods 
into parts — like sugars, fats, 
protein, and fiber. They can 
then be processed several times 
with industrial procedures 
like  hydrogenation  and  ex-
trusion. And additives — like 
colors and emulsifiers — are 
often added to increase the 
flavor of the food. 

Examples include:
Soda and energy drinks
Packaged snacks, sweets, 

and breads
Candy and ice-cream
Ready to heat (pre-pre-

pared) food like pizza
Fruit yogurt and sugary 

breakfast cereals
Energy bars and meal re-

placement shakes
Chicken and fish nuggets 

and sticks, sausages, and hot 
dogs

How do ultra-processed 
foods affect your health?

Ultra-processed foods are 
all around us. In the U.S., 
ultra-processed foods now 
make up almost  60% of our 
diet. These foods contribute 
nearly 90% of the added sugars 
we eat. More and more  re-
search  shows that diets high 
in ultra-processed foods are 
associated with a variety of 
health problems.

Effects on your physical 
health

Ultra-processed foods are 
high in calories, sugar, salt, 
and unhealthy fats, so it’s not 
a surprise that too much of 
them can be bad for our health. 

But the problem with ul-
tra-processed foods may be 
more than just high calories 
and low nutrition. 

There are other potential 
issues with ultra-processed 
foods, like how they may 
change your gut  microbi-
ome  (the trillions of bacteria 
living in our intestines) and 
contribute to inflammation. 

For example, some emulsi-
fiers, which are added to help 
stabilize foods, “can affect the 
gut microbiome very negatively 
and lead to leaky gut.” Leaky 
gut happens when your gut lin-
ing is disrupted, and different 
toxins and bacteria can get in. 
Leaky gut is still being studied 
but has been linked to a higher 
risk of developing autoimmune 
disease.

Effects on eating behaviors
Ultra-processed foods can 

also change our behaviors 
around eating.

Different characteristics of 
ultra-processed foods can cause 
us to overeat them. They have 
high amounts of sugar, salt, 
and fat and different textures, 
which can trigger the reward 
system in our brain, causing 
us to eat more. So it’s not 
a surprise that they have 

been linked to  food addic-
tion and addictive-like eating. 

Another factor is the consis-
tency of ultra-processed foods. 
Many of them are soft and easy 
to chew, so we tend to eat them 
quickly, causing us to eat more 
calories. Eating quickly has 
been  linked  to an increased 
risk of having overweight or 
obesity.

Effects on your mental 
health

There isn’t a lot of data on 
ultra-processed foods and men-
tal health, but some studies 
show that eating a lot of these 
types of foods can be linked to 
an  increased risk of depres-
sion  — up to  20% higher  in 
some cases.

One reason may be a diet 
high in ultra-processed foods 
may be missing the nutrients 
that promote mental well-be-
ing. 

Are ultra-processed foods 
always bad for you? More 
studies are needed, but so far, 
it seems like

the more of these foods you 
eat, the higher your risk of 
developing health problems. 

If ultra-processed foods 
are a large part of your diet, 
cutting back on them even a 
little may improve your health 
and well-being. It’s a good idea 
to focus your diet on whole or 
minimally processed foods as 
much as possible. 

https://www.goodrx.com/
well-being/diet-nutrit ion/
what-are-ultra-processed-
foods

Parenting Tips
Holiday Decorating

Be careful with holiday dec-
orations. Choose decorations 
that are flame resistant or 
flame retardant.

Keep lit candles away from 
decorations and other things 
that can burn.

Some lights are only for 
indoor or outdoor use, but not 
both.

Replace any string of lights 
with worn or broken cords or 
loose bulb connections. Read 
manufacturer’s instructions 
for number of light strands to 
connect.

Use clips, not nails, to hang 
lights so the cords to not get 
damaged.

Keep decorations away from 
windows and doors.

From the SafeKids Grand 
Forks winter newsletter

 

1x3
Sounds like 

multiplication?

Guess again.
It’s newspaper talk for a

one-column by 3-inch ad.
Too small to be effective?

You’re reading 
this one!

Richards 
Publishing Co., Inc.

Gonvick • 487-5225

Owen 
Chervestad 
ties record

Congratulations goes out 
to Red Lake County Boys' 
Basketball player, Freshman  
Owen Chervestad for tying a 
state record.  

Owen had a quadruple 
double in the game against Cli-
max-Fisher on December 9th.  
He had 16 points, 12 assists, 
10 rebounds, and 10 steals in 
the game which has only been 
accomplished 10 other times in 
Minnesota basketball history. 

Owen's name is now in the 
Minnesota State Boys' Basket-
ball record book.

Thanks to Owen's team-
mates for making the shots 
when he assisted them, and 
for pressure defense which 
allowed Owen to get the 10 
steals.  Great job Rebels!

flat on the bottom there is a 
chance the fish will wiggle off, 
swim away and die elsewhere.

An internet search of "how 
to spear northern pike" will 
yield various articles and 
videos that further expand on 
how to spear northern pike.
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Who’s Dat?

Who’s Dat?
This week's photo is of part 

of a cast of a play at school. I 
don't know who they are so if 
you know, let me know. 

Last weeks picture a gath-
ering of Woodmen of the World 
Women. Looking for names. I 
had them once upon a time, 
and now can't find them.

Everyone has a photo or 
two that would be great for 
this column. Please share them 
with our readers as it is one 
of most popular columns of the 
Oklee Herald. 

I am always in need of more 

photos - please send or bring 
some more of your great old 
photos. School days, church 
events, sports, etc.  If you email 
a photo, please scan at 300 
dpi (high quality) if you can. 
You can email to okleeherald@
gmail.com. 

If you mail a photo to the 
Oklee Herald office, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped 
envelope so the photos can be 
returned. Mail  them to: Oklee 
Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee MN 
56742  Or stop by the office 
and I will scan your photo 
while you wait.

Senior Site News & Other Things
By Volunteers Jo Lambert & Bonny Cote

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe      
218-465-4402

Oklee Herald Early Files

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

The Oklee Senior Site does 
have some interesting gifts 
of homemade items. If you 
are looking for table runners, 
quilts, mittens, hats, casse-
role carriers, jewelery, floral 
arrangements, etc. The shops 
regular hours at this time are: 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Monday 
and Friday. Other dates are 
by appointment.

Give us a call at 218-796-
5149 or call Jo Lambert at 
218-796-4527. We also have 
some new items for Dog lovers. 
Just brought last week.

*****
There will be no Senior 

Site meeting this month. We 
will have our next meeting in 
January on the 20th. More on 
that later in the month.

*****
Activities: The regular 

activities have started up this 
week. Most of the seniors in our 
area have been vaccinated and 
feel they want to come back 
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to the site for activities. Just 
remember, if you don't feel good 
to stay home. 

 Tuesdays: Rummikub will 
be held at 2 p.m. Fun tile game. 
Need 2 to four players.

Wednesdays: 1:30 p.m. the 
Card Players will be back and 
any card game is welcome. 

Thursdays: Bingo at 2:00 
p.m. Come play, visit and win 
some prizes.

*****
Senior Meals: 
There will be no Senior Meal 

on Christmas Eve day or New 
Year's Eve day. 

If you want to order a Senior 
Meal for the rest of the days, 
call the Oklee Cafe at 796-5666. 
Teresa is asking that Seniors 
call in their order for the week 
as soon as possible so she can 
order appropriately. So call 
in by Friday for the menu in 
this weeks paper, you will get 
a Cook's Choice meal instead. 

*****

Congregate Meals: If you 
want to eat in (congregate 
meal), please call the Cafe 
and arrange for your meal to 
be served in the cafe. We still 
do not have enough volunteers 
for dining in our site.

*****
Fun Facts
Fire usually moves faster 

uphill than downhill.
Australia is the only conti-

nent without an active volcano.
90% of all volcanic activity 

occurs in the ocean.
A rainbow can only be 

seen in the morning or late 
afternoon.

Gold never erodes.
Dirty snow melts quicker 

than clean snow.
Every living thing on the 

Earth contains carbon.
*****

Christmas is just around 
the corner, hope everyone has 
a good Christmas. One week 
to go.

Eighty Years Ago
December 18, 1941
Selmer Christopherson, 22 

former local boy, fell 55 feet 
from a Puget Sound Navy yard 
building on Dec. 2nd, landing 
on his head and shoulders and 
lived to tell about it. No bones 
were broken and he returned 
to work the next day.

After January 1, 1942, li-
censes for the sale of cigarettes 
are to be obtained in the city 
of village where the dealer 
conducts his business.

The Oklee High School bas-
ketball team lost their opening 
game to Plummer at the local 
auditorium last Friday evening 
by the score of 39-8.

Weekly News Analysis: 
When the Japanese started 
their attack on U.S. outposts, 
President Roosevelt faced the 
biggest of the many tough jobs 
he has had since he began his 
tenure in the White house. 
Shortly before news of the sur-
prise attack by the Japanese 
was made the President had 
addressed Emperor Hirohito of 
Japan with a moving appeal for 
peace. But when bombs blasted 
loose over Pearl Harbor his job 
became not one of peace but of 
leading a nation at war.

Albert Boucher left here 
Monday for Grand Forks where 
he is spending the week at a 
John Deere tractor school.

Seventy Years Ago
December 13, 1951
Last Friday night, Dec. 7, 

Oklee swamped the Gonvick 
cagers on the opposing team’s 
floor to make it their third 
straight victory with no losses.

Frank Linder and Oscar 
Lovass were re-elected to the 
Oklee Creamery Association.

John Tweeton of Trail re-
turned last week from Green-
land where he has been 
employed since June as a 
supervisor in a government 
construction project.

The lower grades of the Ok-
lee Public schools will present 
“The Message of the Angels” on 
Dec. 20th. Cast is Ronald B., 
John W., Margaret G, Judy B, 
Janice J, Kenneth P, Clyde M, 
Clayton M, Stella A, Susan M, 
Howard K, Virginia and Sharon 
S, Therese A, Lora Jean W, 
Kenneth A, Erma Lou H, Joyce 
A, Robert L, Roger B, Gene H, 
Donald M, Raymond H, Mi-
chael W, Robert P, Sharon M, 
Ruby G, Deloris K, Frances A, 
Ida Mae C, Barbara B, Sharon 
W, Henry L, Darlene B, Bette 
L, Shirley W, and Joanne B.

Pvt. Arlo Rolandson of Oklee 
is stationed at Orleans, France, 
an ordnance division. And 
Howard Bergeron, member of 
the U.S. Merchant Marines, 
has been spending a leave at 
the home of his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Al Bergeron.

Sixty Years Ago
December 21, 1961
The Oklee Bobcats ran into 

trouble in trying to stop 6ft 5 
in. Dave Odegaard of Gonvick. 
The Bulldog’s center scored 22 
points to keep Gonvick alive in 
a game played in Oklee. The  
score was 56-44, Bobcats lost.

The Brooks Farmers Union 
Oil Company held an open 
house at their new location. 
Prizes were won by Leon 
Mercil – a coffee maker, Louis 
Mercil – electric drill and Ernie 
Cardinal won $5.

Ronald Juneau left Wednes-
day for Fort Leonard Wood, 
MO where he is stationed 
after spending two weeks at 

the home of his parents. He 
will now take a course in en-
gineering there.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Sten-
berg are the parents of a baby 
girl born December 13th. They 
named here Donna Carol.

Arlene Lundeen was a Sun-
day overnight guest of Crystal 
Lundeen.

Price of Lutefisk per  pound 
in 1951 from the Super Hartz 
Market was .23 cents a pound.

Fifty Years Ago
December 16, 1971
Lakehead and Interprovin-

cial Provincial Pipeline Compa-
ny pays a substantial part of 
the tax load in the tri-county 
area served by this newspaper. 

Many youngsters gathered 
in all the local towns to meet 
Santa Claus on Saturday, He 
is a very busy man, indeed!

Mrs. Bonnie Roisland of 
Oklee and Ernest Roisland of 
Grand Forks, announce the 
engagement of their daughter 
Vickie to Loren Vettleson, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Vet-
tleson of rural Oklee.

The Oklee High School 
Wrestling Squad won it’s third 
straight match last Thursday 
with a 31-15 win over Waubun.

Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Du-
Champ of Plummer announced 
the engagement of their daugh-
ter, Charlene to Rodney Myhre, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Sidney 
Myhre of Brooks.

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Huotari 
and Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
Peterson visited Sunday at the 
Russell Huotari home where 
they helped celebrate the third 
birthday of their son Neil.

Forty Years Ago
December 17, 1981
Larry Skallet, Oklee Com-

munity Club president and 
Bennet Larson, Grocery Give-
away Chairman presented 
Sue Heden the $250 Grocery 
prize she won at the Oklee 
Santa Day. 

A baby daughter, Sarah 
Lynn, was born on December 
12th to Mr. and Mrs. Larry Dake 
of Morris. Grand parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Swenson 
and Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Dake.

The infant son of Mr. and 
Mrs. David Brinkman, Kory 
Lee, was baptized Sunday at 
St. Francis Xavier Church in 
Oklee Sponsors were Shirley 
Dessellier and Orville Brink-
man.

Benjamin Capp, infant son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Capp, 
was baptized during mass on 
December 13th. Sponsors were 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Berberich 
of Oklee.

Many friends and family 
came to help Michelle 10th 
birthday at the Larry Waldahl 
home on Friday night and 
Saturday.

On December 10th, the Girl 
Bobcats played Fosston. They 
were defeated by a score of 
23-44.

Thirty Years Ago
December 11, 1991
Jerry Schue and his family 

were the feature story on the 
front page about the battle of 
testicular cancer and the jour-
ney that started in May. Jerry’s 
cancer was cured and was back 
to work by August 1981.

Saturday, December 7, a 
young Mustang Wrestling 
team placed 5th at the Bagley 
Invitational. It was a promising 
start for the 1991-92 season.

The Oklee Moonlighters 
Snowmobile Club held their 
25th anniversary Reunion on 

November 23rd. 
Betty Melby returned home 

about a week ago from a trip 
to Israel and Turkey. 

Tim Lundeen celebrated his 
birthday on Sunday with many 
family and friends helping him 
celebrate.

Mrs. Dorothy Myhre hosted 
a Sunday birthday dinner party 
with Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Lar-
son of Plummer and Mr. and 
Mrs. Wesley Myhre as gusts 
to help the Larson’s celebrate 
their birthday.

Twenty Years Ago
December 13, 2001
The crisp morning rang 

softly with the merry chime 
of bells as the twin horse 
drawn sleigh slipped along the 
streets of Oklee. The team of 
horses and sleigh belonged to 
Tilford Crane of Gonvick and 
he had brought them over to 
kick off the annual Santa Day 
Festivities.

The doors are locked, and 
the lights are out at “Carolyn’s 
Clipper.” On November 30, Ok-
lee only barber shop officially 
went out of business.

On November 1, Pastor 
Frank Ehling became the 
new Pastor of Ebenezer and 
Immanuel Lutheran Churches 
and was officially installed on 
December 9th.

Featured in the Meet the 
Kindergarten were Samantha 
Walton and Cheyenne Gun-
derson.

Sue Lee and Anita Bachand 
offered a musical treat for all 
ages at the Santa Day gala in 
Oklee on December 8th.

December 9th, Ebenezer 
held their annual Christmas 
program in the evening with 
a supper following.

Ten Years Ago
December 14, 2011
Marie Sorenson started 

on the SCSEP employment 
program in October 2008. She 
has worked in several worksite 
in the program including a 
latchkey center, two preschool 
classrooms, a local non-profit 
office assistant and at the high 
school in various positions, 
was named 2011 Outstanding 
Older Worker.

Student of the Month at 
RLCC were Taylor Bushelle, 
Michelle Olson and Madison 
Berns.

RLCC Wrestlers who placed 
in Junior Varsity tournament 
in Fosston were Dylan Gus-
tafson, Austin Burman and 
Tristan Larason.

The weather is still warm 
– in the 30’s and is almost un-
heard of. So enjoy the weather 
and lack of snow. 

The Annual  Plummer 
Creamery Christmas party 
was held at the Legion last 
Friday night and a roast beef 
dinner was served.

The past Sunday, because 
of the stormy weather, mass 
was canceled at St. Joseph's 
Church at Brooks, and Im-
manuel Church in Plummer.

Tri River Pioneers met 
Monday night at Tri River 
Museum. They discussed next 
years plan for seeding west of 

town. They may put in oats 
instead of wheat or beans. Also 
discussed plans for TRF kids 
touring the next week.

Ethan and Owen Gallant of 
Grand Forks, and Sheyanne 
visited Roger and Lynn Gallant 
over the weekend.

Anna DeHate visited Faith 
Guillemette and Wayne Sat-
urday afternoon and also has 
supper with them.

Roger Gallant celebrated 
his 68th birthday on Tuesday, 
the 7th.

At Red River Ag C-Store, 
there was a gathering for 
Clayton Larson's 100th birth-
day. Gina had treated with 
doughnuts for everyone. This 
was on Wednesday.

Clayton Larson's sister, 
Ardelle Daly of Bloomfield, 
NJ came for his birthday and 
a few days visit. Also his cous-
in Garen Gallager of Grand 
Forks came. Clayton came to 
the C-Store on Thursday for a 
gathering with the buys.

Brodie and Brielle visited 
their dad, Bob over the week-
end.

December 7th, marked 80 
years since Japan bombed 

Pearl Harbor.
On Wednesday I went 

cross-country skiing for the 
first time this winter. It was 
18° and a chilly wind, so I 
wasn't out very long.

We were lucky here we 
didn't get much snow over the 
weekend. There's another sys-
tem coming from South Dakota 
and will hit southern Minneso-
ta. We may get several inches 
of snow this winter than last, 
which is okay, moisture wise.

I miss the excitement and 
anticipation of the Holiday 
Train. Hopefully next year, 
it'll come.

Have any of you done Christ-
mas shopping? There is defi-
nitely a supply issue in the 
stores. It's quite a mess.

How so you like using the 
self checkout at Walmart? It's 
not a good thing for the elderly. 
Get your shopping done early, 
if possible.

I'm sure plenty of you make 
Christmas cookies. I liked the 
gingerbread boys. Fosted suar 
cookies are good too. I don't 
bake anymore.

Stay warm and safe. Be good 
to others.

The weather is changeable 
to say the least. Last week 
we reported a snowstorm hit 
the area, this week we had 
melting temperatures. Next 
week we will have very cold 
temperatures with a snow 
event in between. Sheesh.  
What is next?  

The tornado reported in the 
news that traveled 200 miles 
on the ground in several states 
hitting Kentucky the hardest, 
has devastated the town of 
Mayfield where there wasn’t 
much left of the town at all.   
So many people, about 10,000 
people displaced from their 
homes, will have a thankful 
Christmas celebrating their 
lives not lost, but are still in 
hardship without a place to 
call home. Does anyone wonder 
why the lumber prices are so 
high these days? Say some 
prayers for the people who are 
there picking up the pieces.  

Dianne Gagner went to 
Maple Plain to visit with 
her daughter and to do some 
Christmas shopping this past 
weekend. Our sympathy goes 

out to the Gagner family in 
the loss of Dianne’s sister 
Arlene Berry. May she rest 
in peace. While in the cities, 
Dianne encountered a huge 
snowstorm and some places 
got up to 16 inches of snow.  
It will be interesting to hear 
how much shopping she and 
Stephanie Koralewski got to 
do while the storm was raging.  
My daughter Rebecca Novak 
lives in Mankato and she said 
it took about an hour to shovel 
out her car so she could move 
it for the lot to get plowed.  

On Sunday there was a 
celebration of Santa and Mrs. 
Claus at the Brooks Communi-
ty Center.  So many friends and 
family came to see the big guy 
and the lunch that was served 
was very tasty. It was so nice 
to see the Santa elves do such 
a good job in putting everything 
at our fingertips. There were 
so many  cute kids there just 
scrambling to see Santa. A 
little red- haired fella was full 
of pep and he was anxious to 
see Santa. It was nice to see 

some of the people who were 
former neighbors and friends at 
the event. Everyone was given 
a present and so many bags of 
candy were handed out I bet 
Santa was a busy guy before 
the event stuffing those bags. 
By the way we need to say 
“Thank You” to all of Santa’s 
elves for helping put this event 
on this year. “Thank You again”  

Our sympathy goes out to 
the Petit family in the passing 
of Cecelia Petit. It was sad to 
hear that she passed. She was 
a volunteer for the senior citi-
zens shop that sold handiwork 
like crocheting and home-made 
pot holders and other fancy 
work and towels. All kinds of 
knick- knacks that are time 
consumers for the winter that 
were for sale. She was a real 
lady, and did so much for the 
shop. We will miss her and 
pray for her.  

That is it for this week, so I 
hope you all have a great week.  
We are so blessed, so we need  
to pick up our sack of troubles 
and run with it.    
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Deck the halls with DIY decor
Decorating is one of 

the joys of the holiday 
season. Families often 
decorate together, and 
such traditions may 
include dressing the 
Christmas tree and 
hanging holiday lights 
around the house.

A day spent making 
homemade ornaments 
is another great way 
to decorate and spend 
quality time together 
as a family during the 
holiday season. Though 
families can let their 
imaginations run wild 
when making ornaments at 
home, the following are some 
great starting points that can 
serve as springboards for hol-
iday crafting sessions.

· Snowmen: The holiday 
season simply wouldn't be the 
same without snowmen. Home-
made snowmen can be made 
out of ping pong balls, which 
are the ideal size when making 
ornaments for the Christmas 
tree. Those who want to go 
a little bigger can glue wiffle 
balls or large polystyrene balls 
together or create their own 
papier mâché snowmen to dis-
play on mantles or on console 
tables in a foyer or hallway.

· Santa Claus: Another 
staple of holiday decor, Santa 
Claus has inspired many a 
DIY holiday ornament over 
the years. A paper plate Santa 
Claus with a cotton ball beard 
glued on can make for a fun 
Christmas craft, especially for 
young children who can't wait 
for the big guy to appear on 
Christmas Eve.

· Penguins: Though they 
might not have a direct link 
to the holiday season, penguins 
evoke feelings of cold weather, 
making them an ideal addition 
to holiday decor schemes. Make 

your own penguin family us-
ing polystyrene craft balls in 
assorted sizes and then hang 
them on the tree or place them 
around the house.

· Reindeer: Santa would 
not be able to get the job done 
each Christmas Eve without 
his trustworthy team of rein-
deer. Popsicle stick reindeer 
projects can be fun for kids 
of all ages and a great way 
for youngsters to recognize 

the efforts of Dasher, 
Dancer, Comet, Cupid, 
and, of course, Rudolph, 
among others.

· Cookie cutters: 
Family baking sessions 
are a holiday tradition 
for millions of people. 
Though that often leads 
to batches upon batch-
es of tasty cookies, it 
also means families 
tend to have a surplus 
of holiday cookie cut-
ters around the house. 
Surplus cookie cutters 
tend to be discarded or 
relegated to the miscel-

laneous items drawer in kitch-
ens, but a more awe-inspiring 
fate can await them. A coat 
of paint, some glitter and a 
little bit of string or twine is 
all families need to transform 
their extra cookie cutters into 
colorful tree ornaments.

Holiday decorating sessions 
can be made even more fun 
when families take time to 
craft some DIY decorations 
together.

Looking for 
a unique 
Christmas 

gift?

On Sale at Oklee Senior Craft Shop or the Oklee Herald 
office. Stop in or call: Shop - 796-5149 or Herald-796-5181

Oklee Centennial Memorabilia

EraseDebt
7.90% APR* Term up

to 60
months*
Debt

Consolidation
Loan

*Restrictions Apply. Federally insured by NCUA

Contact Joyce:
698-4220

Santa and Mrs. Claus visited Brooks


