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$1.00
Oklee Precipitation
By Einar Kvasager

		  Rain	 Snow
April 13		  1.00	
April 14		  Trace
April 15		  Trace
Total in.	 0.00	 1.00

Updated Area Covid Info...
Red Lake County has their 

first positive case of Covid-19 
as of Easter Sunday. 

Please continue to do the 
social distancing and when 
out in public, mask up. 

Local Business
Changes
If you would like to be added 

to this list, call the Oklee Her-
ald office or email okleeherald@
gmail.com to be added.

Cenex - All Stores
Oklee/McIntosh: 7 a.m. 

to 8 p.m.
Brooks: 6 a.m. to 9 pm.
Red Lake Falls: 6 a.m. to 

8 p.m.
Cenex: Grab-N-Go Food 

Hours
Oklee/McIntosh: 7 a.m. 

to 7 p.m.
Brooks/Red Lake Falls: 6 

a.m. to 7 p.m.
Memories Cafe Take Out: 

7 am. to 2 p.m.
Oklee Lumber is open 8 

a.m. to 12 noon & 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday-Friday. Closed 
Saturday & Sunday

TJ's Tavern in Oklee has 
closed their food services until 
futher notice. They are still 
open for off-sale from 5 p.m. to 
8p.m. Wednesday to Saturday.

Oklee Cafe: Starting April 
20th, Oklee Cafe is open from 
Monday to Friday from 11 a.m. 
till 6:30 p.m. Senior Meals also 
available.

Oklee Quilting has closed 
their doors to the public, but 
you can order online, or call 
in your order. 

Security State Bank and 
Agency closed their door to the 
public starting this past Mon-
day, but the Drive-Up window 
is open regular hours. Please 
call for any questions.

Red Lake County Update
While the offices will be 

closed to the public, normal 
county services and operations 
will continue to be provided to 
the community on the same 
schedule. Any and all county 
business that can be handled 
by phone, email/mail or online 

should be conducted that way. 
Polk County Office 
Closure Update

Effective at 8:00 a.m. Mon-
day, March 30 in compliance 
with Governor Walz “stay at 
home” executive order, all 
Polk County employees have 
been instructed to work from 
home. Employees that remain 
required to report to their work 
site will be doing so. Polk Coun-
ty residents may notice delays 
in response as Administration 
works to forward phones and 
adjust to work at home condi-
tions. To be sure, Polk County 
remains open for County busi-
ness, meaning the following: 

County buildings remain 
closed to public access until 
further notice.

County phone lines and 
email access remain available 
to the public for conducting 
County business.

All county administrative 
and field personnel are to be 
working from home, respon-
sive to phone and email, with 
only minimal access to County 
buildings.

All are advised to visit www.
co.polk.mn.us for phone and 
email contacts for your County 
business needs.

Apri l  15 ,  2020,  Land 
O’Lakes, Inc. donated nearly 
40,000 pounds of LAND O 
LAKES® Macaroni & Cheese 
to North Country Food Bank 
through the Land O’Lakes First 
Run Program.

The First Run Program has 
donated more than 5 million 
pounds of product since it was 
established in 2010. The pro-
gram is committed to donating 
truckloads of fresh product 
year-round, made specifically 
for food banks to help allevi-
ate hunger across the United 
States.  

“As a national, farmer-owned 
cooperative, Land O’Lakes 
is committed to helping the 
growing number of people who 
struggle to put food on their 
table, especially during this 
unpredictable and uncertain 
time,” said Sheilah Stewart, 
SVP & General Counsel, Land 
O’Lakes, Inc. “The First Run 
program provides a unique 
opportunity for Land O’Lakes 
to offer nutritious products to 
families in need.”

“We are very grateful for 
Land O’Lakes’ support in the 
fight against hunger,” said 
Susie Novak Boelter, executive 
director of North Country Food 
Bank. “This donation of maca-
roni and cheese is especially 
valuable to people in need at 
this time - when people need 

Land O’Lakes Donates 40,000 
Pounds of Macaroni & Cheese to 
North Country Food Bank

help more than ever.”  For 
more information on how to get 
involved in the fight against 
hunger, please visit www.
northcountryfoodbank.org

For more information on 
Land O’Lakes’ commitment to 
the community, visit at www.
landolakesinc.com/responsi-
bility.

About Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
Land O’Lakes, Inc., one of 

America’s premier agribusi-
ness and food companies, is 
a member-owned cooperative 
with industry-leading opera-
tions that span the spectrum 
from agricultural production 
to consumer foods. With 2019 
annual sales of $14 billion, 
Land O’Lakes is one of the 
nation’s largest cooperatives, 
ranking 216 on the Fortune 
500. Building on a legacy of 
more than 97 years of operation, 
Land O’Lakes today operates 
some of the most respected 
brands in agribusiness and food 
production including LAND O 

LAKES® Dairy Foods, Purina 
Animal Nutrition, WinField 
United and Truterra, LLC. The 
company does business in all 
50 states and more than 60 
countries. Land O’Lakes, Inc. 
corporate headquarters are 
located in Arden Hills, Minn.

About North Country 
Food Bank
One of five food banks in 

Minnesota, North Country 
Food Bank is the sole distribu-
tor of surplus quality food and 
non-food products in northwest 
and west central Minnesota. 
It serves a 21-county area 
including Becker, Beltrami, 
Clearwater, Douglas, Grant, 
Hubbard, Kittson, Lake of the 
Woods, Mahnomen, Marshall, 
Otter Tail, Norman, Penning-
ton, Polk, Pope, Red Lake, 
Roseau, Stevens, Traverse, 
Wadena, and Wilkin counties, 
and Grand Forks, ND.  In addi-
tion, North Country serves the 
Anishinaabe reservations that 
occupy some of the same geog-
raphy as these counties. These 
reservations include White 
Earth, Red Lake, and Leech 
Lake. Throughout its service 
area, North Country provides 
food and non-food products to 
its 220 partner agencies (food 
shelves and other non-profit 
organizations that address food 
insecurity) as well as directly 
to people in need. 

Each year, thousands of 
volunteers in Minnesota do-
nate their time and energy 
to make their communities 
a better place to live. These 
volunteers will be among the 
millions across the country 
who will be spotlighted during 
National Volunteer Week, April 
19-25, 2020.

One group that relies heavily 
on volunteers is the University 
of Minnesota Extension’s 4-H 
Youth Development Program. 
Minnesota 4-H supports nearly 
11,000 youth and adults who 
volunteer their time to engage 
young people in a variety of 

Red Lake County 4-H Salutes Volunteers 
during National Volunteer Week

hands-on learning experiences. 
Volunteers are critical to 

the success of 4-H programs 
and making a dif-
ference in the lives 
of youth. In volun-
teers, both youth 
and adult, serve as 
club leaders, project 
leaders, committee 
members, and in 
advisory capacities 
for the 4-H Youth 
Development Program. 

Volunteers spend numerous 
hours working on tasks, such as 
mentoring a child with a 4-H 
project, leading a project with 

youth to serve the community, 
or helping organize an event at 
the county fair.

The work of 4-H 
volunteers is contin-
uous. Every day vol-
unteers lend a helping 
hand to make 4-H 
programs more bene-
ficial to the residents 
of Red Lake County. 
Those interested in 
joining the team of 

4-H Volunteers are invited 
to contact the University of 
Minnesota Extension – Red 
Lake County at 218-253-2897 
or e-mail weiss041@umn.edu.

Inter-County Nursing Ser-
vice has received notification 
from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health last week of a 
confirmed COVID-19 case of an 
individual from Red Lake Coun-
ty, but is not currently residing 
in the county. The case was 
exposed outside of the county 
and at this time there is no 
known exposures to Red Lake 
County residents. The case 
continues to be investigated 
by the Minnesota Department 
of Health. 

Inter-County Nursing Ser-

RL County Covid-19 count now at 2
vice has been notified on April 
19th of a second laboratory 
confirmed COVID-19 case in 
a Red Lake County resident. 
The individual is in their 80's 
and the exposure is likely from 
the community, the person is 
not currently hospitalized. We 
wish the individual a quick and 
full recovery. 

The Minnesota Department 
of Health is conducting contact 
investigations on laboratory 
confirmed cases. Identified 
positive cases are isolated 
to prevent further spread of 

disease in the community and 
close contacts identified during 
the contact investigation are 
quarantined for 14 days at home 
and monitored by MOH. 

It is important to continue 
to follow the recommendations 
to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, practice social dis-
tancing, frequently wash hands, 
cover coughs and sneezes and 
stay home when sick. 

MOH has set up a public 
hotline that is open 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. The hotline number 
is: 651-201-3920.

McCloskey's were having a large tree removed on Friday from their front yard. That 
is a big job and it takes professionals to handle a tree of that size.

Red Lake County Board Meeting
On April 14, 2020 the Red 

Lake County Board was called 
to order by Chairman Al Remick 
via Tele-Conference. All board 
members (Chuck Simpson, 
Ron Weiss, John Dudycha and 
Anthony Flage) were present 
as well as RLCC HR Angie 
Lundeen, County Engineer Eric 
Hove, County Environmental 
Kurt Casavan,  RLC SWCD 
Tanya Hanson, Kayla Jore from 
Inter-County Nursing, County 
Attorney Michael LaCoursiere, 
and Sheriff Mitch Bernstein.

Eric Hove was first on the 
agenda with Bid Openings of 
the Machine Rental bids. There 
were 10 bids sent in, some of-
fering multiple machines and 
their hourly rates. Submitting 
bids were Novak Trucking (St. 
Hilaire), Anderson Services 
(Newfolden), Andrew Ander-
son (Thief River Falls), Ryan 
Sherman (McIntosh), K&K 
Trucking (Viking), Brault Con-
struction (Crookston), Triple 
D Construciton (Plummer), 
Wright Construction (Thief 
River Falls), Weleski Exca-
vating (Newfolden), and Ol-
son Construction (Thief River 
Falls). 

All companies and there 
rates will be accepted and they 
will be used based on availabil-
ity and of what is needed. 

A motion to accept all bids 
for potential jobs was made by 
Dudycha, seconded by Weiss, 
with roll call vote, all in favor, 
Carried.

Hove then updated the board 
on the things the Highway 
Department are doing for the 
Covid-19. Anyone that can work 
from home has been and any-
one working with equipment 
(drivers and operators) are go-
ing directly to their machines. 
Randy has been checking road 
conditions and calling in people 
in needed. Will soon have all 
the employees working and 
everyone has been instructed to 
follow all Covid-19 guidelines. 
The last snowfall, the Highway 
Dept. did remove snow from 
highways but didn't do the 
gravel roads because there were 
soft unless they ahd to move 
banks of snow. 

Dudycha asked about Coun-
ty Road 26. Corn harvest this 
spring caused some damage 
to be done to the road. How 
does the county assess damage 
and who is responsible for the 
damage was the basic question. 
Hove said there were policies 
in place and they will go look 
at the road and make a deter-
mination.

Hove also told the Board that 
the Bids for the Gravel CSAH 
14 with stabilization bids were 
awarded. Two companies sent 
in bids: RJ Zaveral and David-
son Construction. The low bid 
was RJ Zaveral at $635.530.00, 
and was awarded the contract. 
Contracts will be signed after 
the meeting.

Tanya Hanson from RLC 
SWCD came before the board 
for a Shoreland Permit for the 
Red Lake Falls Hybred Project. 
It had been approved in 2017 
but since then has changed 
hands. It is now a ConEdison 
project. Needs approval to 
continue with the wind power 
and solar panels. This has 
no cost tot he county. Weiss 
made a motion to approve the 
Shoreland Permit, Dudycha 
seconded, all in favor, Carried.

Hanson also talked to the 
board about the Clearwater One 
Watershed One Plan (1W1P)
memorandum that needs to 
be approved. Red Lake County 
has their 1W1P completed and 
Clearwater County would like 
to get theirs completed with 
some help from the RLC SWCD. 
This memorandum would allow 
RLC SWCD to work with them 
and the other entities working 
on this. No cost at this time as 
this is to offer help with their 
planning stage. It was clarified 
that there are two watersheds 
in Red Lake County, the Red 
Lake County Watershed and 
the Clearwater  Watershed. 
Flage made the motion to 
approve the memorandum, 
Dudycha seconded, all in favor, 
motion carried.

There will also be a need to 
have a board member on this 
Watershed Board and Weiss 
said he would do it, and the 
alternate will be Dudycha. All 

board members agreed.
Kurt Cassavan gave an 

Covid-19 update for the Envi-
ronmental Services. He would 
like to open with one guy  in 
Red Lake Falls  to start on 
Monday with no one allowed 
in the building. He has thought 
about how to handle the mon-
ey collection, PPE and and is 
looking for direction from the 
board.  The board has approved 
the opening of the Red Lake 
County Landfill in RLF as long 
as Covid-19 recommendations 
are in place.

Kayla Jore from Inter-Coun-
ty Nursing reported that the 
Covid-19 report of 1 case in Red 
Lake County is an individual 
that has a RLC address but is 
not in the county and has not 
returned to the county since 
they were tested positive. The 
person is receiving treatment 
outside the county and it was 
not community spread.

Jore also reported that Day-
care providers are required to 
wear masks, but not the chil-
dren. All nursing care personnel 
is wearing masked. Homemade 
masks are welcome and rec-
ommends that citizens should 
wear then also when out in the 
community. There is more infor-
mation on their Facebook page.

Jore also stated that are 
area is doing well with social 
distancing but worried about 
mental health.

Jore was asked about mail 
handling and said that mail 
carriers are being careful but 
there have been no cases of 
transmittal of Covid-19 from 
mail that she has heard of. Met-
al and steel it can be hazardous 
for up to 24 hours, but paper 
and cardboard doesn't last as 
long and she will check into it.

Bob Schmitz added that the 
Court house has added extra 
cleaning products for employees 
to use at work.

Minutes were looked at and 
approved for 2 meetings by a 
motion by Dudycha and sec-
onded by Flage. All in favor, 

Commissioners...
Continued to page 2.
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Oklee Senior  
Site Dining

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Linda Molitor
No Church services until 

further notice. Sermons are on 
Facebook or YouTube.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Adam Hamness

All public celebrations of 
the Holy Mass are canceled 
(with the exception for funerals 
and weddings - less than 10 
people attending). All Masses 
offered by priests are to be 
private, according to the Li-
turgical Norms and not open 
to the public.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

-All public celebrations of 
the Holy Mass are canceled 
(with the exception for funerals 
and weddings - less than 10 
people attending). All Masses 
offered by priests are to be 
private, according to the Li-
turgical Norms and not open 
to the public.

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

No Church services until 
further notice.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

Bethany–Ekelund–Faith
Pastor Kristen Ostercamp

No services until further 
notice - Please check out 

their Facebook page.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

No Services until further 
notice. Services and past ser-
mons can be found at https://
www.facebook.com/clearwater-
lutheranparish/.  

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Josiah Hoagland, Pastor

Tyler Stynberg, 
Youth Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Please join us at https://

newjourneyfosstonblog.blog-
spot.com/ for sermons, prayer 
requests, and announcements.  
We will also be having a video 
chat with the Sunday School 
class on Sunday at 11:00am 
to discuss the sermon.

We will be doing church 
remotely for the foreseeable 
future. Sermons via YouTube, 
along with prayer requests, 
announcements, articles, etc. 

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

No Services of Confirmation 
classes until further notice.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Interim Pastor

We are moving online!
Sunday  morn ing  and 

Wednesday evening services 
will be available via live video 
on Facebook only, until further 
notice. We will also have a 
radio program at 8:00am each 
Sunday morning on 96.7 FM. 

Red Lake County Environmental Services cur-
rently has grant money available for failing septic 
systems.  This money is for residential/family homes, 
not businesses.

In the past, it was just available for strictly low 
income households.  In Red Lake County we have 
a sliding scale system in use.   For example:  If you 
show earnings of $10,000 on your 2019 taxes you 
would qualify for 90% of your septic system to be 
paid.  Earnings of $50,000 would qualify for 50% to 
be paid on the system.  Earnings of $90,000 would 
qualify for approximately 10% of the septic system 
to be paid.  These are all examples to give you an 
idea of what you might expect to receive based on 
your income.

Examples of failing septic systems would be:  Sep-
tic tank is not water tight such as cracked, block tank 
etc., dumping into a ditch, creek, river or any surface 
outlet not below ground, also signs of septage (liquid) 
coming to the ground surface.

Please call for more information. You are not 
required to give your name if you just want to call 
and ask questions.  We currently have a large pot 

of money available.  We require a copy of your 
most recent taxes, for most that would be 2019, to 

determine which bracket you fall into.  
We encourage you to call us and use this grant 

money.  Call Kurt @ (o) 253-4121 or 
(c) 218-791-5776.

Grant (Free)Grant (Free)
Money is available  forMoney is available  for
replacing Failing Septic replacing Failing Septic 

SystemsSystems
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April 22 - April 29
No congregate meals served.
If you are over the age of 60 

and you want a meal delivered 
to you home, call Jo Lambert 
at 796-4527 or Oklee Cafe 796-
5666 to order a meal. A $5.00 
per meal donation is suggested.

Wednesday: Grill Chicken 
salad, cheese, tomato, onion, 
dressing, toast, and dessert.

Thursday: Country fried 
steak, mashed potatoes, cream 
gravy, candy corn, and dessert.

Friday: 6 pc. shrimp, hash 
browns, peas, roll, and dessert.

Monday: Cheeseburger, 
creamy potato soup, and des-
sert.

Tuesday: 1/2 hot pork, 
mashed potatoes, corn,

Wednesday: Fried Bread 
taco with all the fixings.

Sudoku Solution

Coronavirus 
Information
Links

CDC - Center for 
Diesease Control 

Website: https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/
index.html

World Heath 
Organization (WHO)

Website: https://www.
w h o . i n t / e m e r g e n c i e s /
d i s e a s e s / n o v e l -
coronavirus-2019

Minnesota 
Dept. of Health - 
Coronavirus Info

Website: https://www.
health.state.mn.us/diseases/
coronavirus/index.html

Mayo Clinic Link
https://www.mayoclinic.

org/diseases-conditions/coro-
navirus/symptoms-causes/
syc-20479963

United States 
Coronavirus 
information

Website:https://www.usa.
gov/coronavirus

Essentia Health 
encourages patients 
to wear masks

Beginning Monday, April 
13, patients and visitors at all 
Essentia Health facilities will 
be encouraged to bring and 
wear their own cloth masks — 
if they have them — to help 
limit the spread of COVID-19. 
This follows recent guidance 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention that 
encourages all people to wear 
face coverings in places like 
clinics and hospitals, where 
it’s not always practical to 
maintain six feet of separation 
between individuals.

For patients and visitors 
who do not have their own 
homemade masks, Essentia 
will supply one.

Essentia Health hospital 
staff and some clinic staff 
involved in direct patient 
care have been practicing 
continuous wearing of a Level 
1 procedure mask. Beginning 
Monday, the rest of our staff 
will be wearing masks, as well.

It’s well documented that 
many people infected with 
the novel coronavirus are as-
ymptomatic and that they still 
can transmit this highly con-
tagious virus to others. Thus, 
it’s crucial to keep mouths and 
noses covered.

By asking patients and 
visitors to bring their own 
homemade masks, it will allow 
us to preserve our supply of 
Level 1 procedure masks and 
homemade masks for staff, as 
well as patients and visitors 
who do not have their own.

For people interested in 
making their own masks, 
this video at https://www.
essentiahealth.org/covid-19/
ways-to-get-involved/how-to-
create-a-face-mask/  and offers 
a step-by-step process.

Protecting our patients, 
staff and communities is our 
highest priority, and this is 
another way we can all work 
together to contain this virus.

carried.
Committee Reports were 

next on the agenda. 
Simpson had none. 
Flage attended the In-

ter-County Nursing meeting 
which Jore has reported on. 
Flage also attended a RTC 
meeting where they discussed 
operational plans, volunteer 
drivers are hard to find, and 
there is low ridership at this 
time.

Dudycha had none to report.
Wiess had attended the Tri 

County Corrections meeting. 
There is not Sentence to Serve 
at this time due to Covid-19 
precautions. Securus is sup-
plying tablets to inmates for 
$5 a month, only approved 
programming allowed on the 
tablet - no internet access. MN 
Dept of Corrections fee raised 
to $60 per day per diem. 

Weiss also attended a NW 
Regional Development meeting 
where it was reported that 32 
out of 35 are working from 
home. 

He also attended an Area 
On Aging meeting - no congre-
gate meals are being serviced, 
curbside delivery of meals. 
There are RN checks on Covid 
patients not on ventilators 
and in-home visits by doing 
facetime, and getting groceries 
delivered, and calls on Covid 
from people. Quin meeting will 
done with Zoom.

Remick reported on NW 
Mental Health - office was 
closed in Grand Forks tempo-
rarily due to flooding. 

Remick had attended the 
RLC SWCD meeting which 
Hanson has reported on.

Remick said that a Thank 
you should be sent to Nancy 
Amberson for her 40 years of 
service.

Expenditures were looked 
at. Kelsey Stephens had re-
worked the old logo for the 
County and the payment will 
come out of the Park Funding.  
Expenditures were approved by 
a motion by Flage, seconded by 
Dudycha, roll call vote, all in 
favor, carried. Social Services  
bills were also paid with a 
motion by Dudycha, seconded 
by Weiss, roll call vote, all in 
favor, carried.

Angie Lundeen from HR had 
a step increase that is in the 
budget that needed approval, 
Motion made by Simpson, sec-
onded by Flage, roll call, all in 
favor, carried.

Lundeen talked about the 
FFCRA federal guideline for 
Covid-19 for workers, and 
board members said to go with 
the guidelines. Make effective 
as of April 20th with motion 
by Simpson, seconded by Flage, 
carried.

LaCoursiere asked Lundeen 
if documentation is needed to 
qualify for Covid guideline 
changes? Yes.

Sheriff Mitch Bernstein said 
that there has been very little 
flooding and probably won't 
meet damage requirements 
for Emergency Declaration. 
But with Federal & State 
Declarations of Emergency it 
might not be necessary due to 

it possibly being covered by 
those declarations. Bernstein 
said that Covid case in Red 
Lake County wasn't handled 
properly and also said that the 
person with the positive Covid 
test is not in the County and 
only has a permanent address 
in Red Lake County. There is 
some cabin fever issues, but not 
much to report. Commented 
that there is some meth issues 
in the Oklee area and that 
users don't always abide by 
Covid recommendations.

Question about 2 farmers 
and tile pump issues, who is 
responsible to talk to the one 
that is running his pump and 
flooding out the other, the 
answer was if after trying to 
talk to the neighbor the Sher-
iff should be the one to then 
take the next step. Snow was 
removed from ditch to help the 
situation.

Michelle Nelson from the 
Assessors office was brought 
into the Tele-Conference and 
asked if the Tele-Conference 
for the Tax Assessment meet-
ing in Oklee went ok, She said 
it went well and there will be 
a few more Tele-Conferences 
scheduled yet. 

Schmitz was asked about 
the Audits status, and reported 
that everything was moving 
along and there were no issues 
to report.

The next meeting will be 
April 28 at 10 a.m. and will 
be a Tele-Conference again and 
he will send out information.

Meeting was adjourned at 
11:41 a.m.

Commissioners...
Continued from page 1.

Oklee Herald papers 
available at many 
locations and online

Oklee: D & R Grocery, Cen-
ex C-Store, Oklee Herald office.

Brooks: Brooks Travel 
Center.

Plummer: Red River Ag - 
Convenience Store. 

Red Lake Falls: Eagle 
Square.

Gully: Gully Tri-Coop.
And Online! Go to www.

TriCoCanary.com. 
If you already have a sub-

scription to the Oklee Herald, 
you can access the online ver-
sion free!. Just call Richards 
at 218-487-5225 to get your 
Oklee Herald  online.

Deadline: 
Friday’s at noon!

LR, mac, oklee, grygla ......          page 5

City of  
Oklee
Notice

City of Oklee 
will be flushing 
the hydrants on 
May 14th or 15th.

O5-6C

Was sent over earlier - just replace 
with new ad

Otfc

O5C
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Mobile Banking Is A 
Game Changer

    ur Mobile Banking program allows
you to conduct much of your banking
from your smart phone, tablet or other
mobile devices.

Check account balances, transfer funds
between accounts, monitor transactions,
pay bills and more.  To sign up for
Mobile Banking, contact us today.
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Official City of Oklee 
Clean-up Order

A l l  y a r d s  a n d 
outbuildings should be 
thoroughly cleaned and all 
trash removed. Owners of 

vacant lots in the City are responsible for the appearance of 
their lots. Vacant lots that are not maintained will be mowed 
by the City and a fee will be charged to the lot owner.

The City of Oklee also prohibits the use of lots for storing 
and keeping of junked vehicles within the city limits as a public 
nuisance (junked vehicles are those that are unlicensed and/
or missing component parts).

It takes the cooperation of all residents, businesses and 
lot owners to improve the appearance of our City and to aid 
in beautifying Oklee.

Red Lake County has a landfill site just north of Oklee. It 
will open on May1st and is open on the 2nd & 4th Saturday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings. This is where you bring 
items not picked up by regular garbage services. 
For more information on the Red Lake County 
Landfills, go to: http://www.co.red-lake.
mn.us/, click on the Services Tab, then 
Public Health & Services; and finally on 
Environmental Services.

If you need extra garbage bags for 
garbage pickup, you can purchase them 
at Cenex in Oklee or D & R Grocery for 
normal garbage pickups.

The City of Oklee will pick up bagged grass clippings & 
leaves and branches (6 foot length or less).

If you have any questions, you may call the City Clerk’s 
office at 796-5183.

It’s Our Community!
Let’s Make Everyone Proud Of It! O5-7C

Put a little  Spring in your yard!

NOTICE
Large Item Pick-up in Oklee

May 4th, 2020 ... starting at 8:00 a.m.

This is not for garbage. Only metal items will be picked up: 
white goods (water heaters, stoves, refrigerators, dryers, etc.)

No MICROWAVES, TV’S OR COMPUTER MONITORS.

Monitors, TV’s or Microwaves may be picked up for a 
nominal fee. Fees for monitors, TV’s and Microwaves are 
$5.00 each. Must be paid for before the pick up. Pay at the 
City Clerk’s office. Please call the Oklee City Clerk’s office 
the week before the clean-up if you have one of those items 
to be picked up. Tires will also be picked up for a fee: 17” 
and up $3.00; 16” and down $2.00. Also needs to be paid 
for before City will take.

This year the large items will be picked up at your home. 
Please have them out by 8:00 a.m. in the morning and place 
items on the boulevard. This is a one-day-only pick-up. If 
you have any questions, call the Oklee City Clerk’s office 
at 796-5183.                       O5-7C

City of Oklee
Street  

Cleaning 
6 am start time 

April 30th 2020
- Please remove vehicles 

from Streets - 
O5-6C

Due to Covid -19 items must be put on curb.
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Mustang
stampede

Red Lake Falls Library News
One Book | One Minnesota 

is a new statewide book club 
that will invite Minnesotans 
of all ages to read and come 
together  virtually to enjoy, 
reflect, and discuss. The 
inaugural title for 
the program is Be-
cause of Winn-Dixie 
by Minnesota author Kate 
DiCamillo. The book will be 
available to all Minnesotans 
on Ebooks Minnesota for the 
next eight weeks.

“Libraries are essential 
for connection, and through 
One Book | One Minnesota, 

libraries across the state – in 
partnership with local schools – 
will connect their communities 

through stories,” says Jen 
Nelson, Director of State 

Library  Serv ices . 
“Our goal is to bring 
Minnesotans clos-
er together during 

t h i s time of distance and 
adversity.”

During the months of April 
and May, through their local 
libraries, Minnesotans will be 
invited to read the featured 
book selection and will have 
access to author videos, reading 

Meet the Class of 2020

Name: Matthew Bergerson
Family Members:  Kent & 

Patti, brother Bryce
Favorite Movie: Days of 

Thunder
Favorite Song: Back in 

Black
Favorite Class: Shop
Favorite RLCC Sport/Ac-

tivity: None
Favorite Teacher/Coach: 

Mrs. Tvedt
Most important person in 

your life: My dad
Best memory from school: 

Upcoming graduation
Your plans for the Future: 

Work at the elevator

guides, and virtual book club 
discussions. All Minnesotans 
will be invited to participate in 
a statewide virtual discussion 
with the author in May. 

The first One Book choice, 
Because of Winn-Dixie, is 
currently celebrating its 20th 
anniversary of publication. 
Program coordinators selected  
the book for its broad appeal. 
It is geared for youth and is 
commonly part of fourth grade 
curriculum in schools around 
the state, but it’s accessible 
across age groups. 

When is Earth Day 2020?
Earth Day is April 22 of 

every year. April 22, 2020 will 
mark 50 years of Earth Day. It 
was started in 1970 and was set 
up during Spring Break times.

What is the theme for 
Earth Day 2020?

The theme for this year's  
Earth Day 2020 is climate 
action. It is an enormous chal-
lenge, but there are vast oppor-
tunities of action to be taken 
on for the 50th anniversary.

Climate change represents 
the biggest challenge to the 
future of humanity and the 
life-support systems that make 
our world habitable.

What is the history of 
Earth Day?

Earth Day was a unified 
response to an environment in 
crisis that included oil spills, 
smog, rivers so polluted they 
literally caught fire. Much has 
improved over time, but there 
is still much to do.

On April 22, 1970, 20 million 
Americans took to the streets, 
college campuses and hundreds 
of cities to protest environmen-
tal ignorance and demand new 
ways forward for our planet.

The first Earth Day is cred-
ited with launching the modern 
environmental movement with 
about 10% of the population 
celebrating the first Earth Day 
and it is now recognized as the 
planet’s largest civic event.

What was the result of 

Learn about Earth Day 2020 and
Celebrate their 50th Anniversary!

the first Earth Day?
The first Earth Day in 

1970 launched a wave of ac-
tion, including the passage 
of landmark environmental 
laws in the United States. 
The Clean Air, Clean Water 
and Endangered Species Acts 
were created in response to 
the first Earth Day in 1970, as 
well as the creation of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Many countries soon 
adopted similar laws.

In 2016, the United Na-
tions chose Earth Day as the 
day when the historic Paris 
Agreement on climate change 
was signed into force.

What can I do for Earth 
Day 2020? 

There are many activities 
for celebrating Earth Day 
2020. Go to earthday.org/
earth-day-2020/ and there is 
many digital events you can 
participate in. Below find the 
details for an easy one that 
is based out of Detroit Lakes, 
MN.

Radio Earth Hour
Category: Other Online 

Event
Starts: 4/22/2020 at 8:30 

a.m.
http:/ /player.listenlive.

co/64111 or https://www.face-
book.com/kdlm1340/

Public - This event is orga-
nized by a conservation group

Length: 1 hour 

About: Earth Hour - De-
troit Lakes, MN Tune in To 
Earth Hour 2020, a special 
Earth Day 50th Anniversary 
edition of Hodge Podge on 
KDLM radio (93.1 FM/1340 
AM) Wednesday, April 22, 8:30 
to 9:30 a.m. The theme this 
year is Climate Action and our 
show will broadcast live from 
the KDLM studio in Detroit 
Lakes with special guests and 
information about recycling, 
electric vehicles, the impact of 
climate change on local birds, 
and more! Plus! There will be 
special Hodge Podge episodes 
each morning that week from 
9-9:15 a.m. highlighting topics 
we’ll talk about on Earth Day. 
Listen live on the Web! Go to 
http://kdlmradio.com/ and click 
on the Listen Live! button in 
the top right corner or tune 
in via radio 1340 AM. Wait, 
there’s more! This year we are 
also going to broadcast live on 
Facebook (just go to FB and 
search “KDLM) so you can see 
as well as hear our guests. It’s 
going to be a lot of fun. Don’t 
miss it!

RSVP link: https://www.
facebook.com/kdlm1340/

There’s so much you can do 
to help protect and restore our 
planet, from joining a cleanup 
or climate strike, to taking part 
in the world’s largest citizen 
science initiative, to hosting an 
event in your own community!

Exactly What Every Plastic Recycling Symbol Means
It seems like everything in 

America is made of plastic. 
The versatile material is in our 
cars, toys, packaging, clothing, 
home goods, food utensils, and 
so much more. According to one 
study from 2016, it found that 
32 percent of plastic ends up 
in our oceans every year. It's 
also littering our streets

Many plastics can be recy-
cled. According to the National 
Geographic, 91% of plastic has 
never even been recycled. 

Just because a product has 
the chasing arrows symbol, 
doesn't mean it's recyclable. 
That symbol just indicates 
what type of plastic it is.

So the next questions is: 
How to know what plastics can 
be recycled?

Every town and city has 
different recycling programs, 
so you'll have to check your 
town or county for their rules 
to find out exactly what you 

can recycle. 
PET or PETE (polyethylene 

terephthalate) is the 
most common plastic 
for single-use bottled 
beverages, because 
it's inexpensive, light-

weight, and easy to recycle. 
It poses low risk of leaching 
breakdown products. Its recy-
cling rates remain relatively 
low (around 20%), even though 
the material is in high demand 
by manufacturers.

Found in: Soft drinks, wa-
ter, ketchup, and beer bottles; 
mouthwash bottles; peanut 
butter containers; salad dress-
ing and vegetable oil containers

HDPE (high density poly-
ethylene) is a versa-
tile plastic with many 
uses, especially when 
it comes to packaging. 
It carries low risk of 

leaching and is readily recycla-
ble into many types of goods.

Found in: Milk jugs; juice 
bottles; bleach, detergent, and 
other household cleaner bot-
tles; and shampoo bottles.

PVC (polyvinyl chloride) and 
V (vinyl) is tough and weathers 

well, so it's commonly 
used for things like 
piping and siding. PVC 
is also cheap, so it's 
found in plenty of prod-

ucts and packaging. Because 
chlorine is part of PVC, it can 
result in the release of high-
ly dangerous dioxins during 
manufacturing. Remember to 
never burn PVC, because it 
releases toxins.

PVC and V can rarely be 
recycled, but it's accepted by 
some plastic lumber makers. 
If you need to dispose of either 
material, ask your local waste 
management.

Symbols 4 - 7 will be in next 
weeks paper.

1

PET
(POLYETHYLENE
TEREPHTHALATE)

2

HDPE
(HIGH DENSITY
POLYETHYLENE)

3

PVC
(POLYVINYL CHLORIDE)

Name: Madison Carlson
Family Members: Roger 

(dad) & Wendy Carlson, Con-
nie Carlson (mom), Alyssa 
Carlson, Bethany Le Dune, 
Stefanie Kongslie

Favorite Movie: The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show

Favorite Song/Band: Mo-
tionless in White – “Another 
Life”

Favorite Class: Yearbook
Favorite RLCC Sport/Activ-

ity: Yearbook
Favorite Teacher/Coach: 

Miss Eskeli
Most important person in 

your life: My sisters and my 
cat Midnight

Best memory from school: 
When our whole senior class 
wore the same red Hawaiian 
shirt on picture day.

Your plans for the Future: 
I plan on going to MSUM and 
getting my Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in Photography

Name: Brandie DeHate
Family Members: Parents: 

Jill & Bernie. Brothers: Blake 
& Paul. Sister: Katheryne.

Favorite Movie: Romeo & 
Juliet

Favorite Bands: Shinedown 
& MGK 

Favorite Class: Gym
Favorite RLCC Sport/Activ-

ity: Basketball
Favorite Teacher/Coach: 

Mr. Illies and Coach Bagaason.
Most important person in 

your life: My grandma Anna
Best memory from school: 

In elementary when we played 
tackle 500.

Your plans for the Future: 
Finish my military training 
and going to college in Alex-
andria for law enforcement.

RLCC School 
Legal

ISD 2906 RED LAKE 
COUNTY CENTRAL

Minutes - March 2020
 The ISD 2906 Board of Ed-

ucation held a regular board 
meeting on Wednesday, March 
11th, 2020 at Brooks Community 
Hall, in Brooks.

Duden, Kolstoe, Majeres, 
Paradis, Vettleson were present 
Hamrum absent.

Motions were carried to ap-
prove February minutes, finan-
cials, Membership to the Red 
Lake County Collaborative for 
2020, resignations of Jeri Mc-
Donald, and Britta Proulx.  

(Complete minutes may be 
seen in the district office at 201 
Governor Street, Plummer, MN 
or on our school website at www.
rlcc2906.org.)

Jody Duden
ISD 2906 School Board Clerk
O5C
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Senior Site News & Other Things
By Volunteer Iona Berry

Oklee Herald Early Files

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe       218-465-4402

Bonny’s Bits... 
okleeherald@gmail.com

Eighty Years Ago
April 18, 1940
On April 1, twin mules were 

born to a mare on the Joe 
Bruggeman farm west of town 
and last Saturday morning a 
cow gave birth to twin calves.

Larry O’Neill’s pet cat, Tab-
by, was a flood refugee over 
the weekend. Larry’s home is 
near the river east of town. On 
Sunday, after Tabby had been 
missing for two days, Larry 
went walking by the river and 
heard a cat crying. To his sur-
prise he saw the cat up a tree, 
surrounded by water. He ran 
for his dad and together they 
made a raft. Tabby was glad to 
come down and ride to shore.

Baseball: During the last 
meeting it was decided to put 
on a dance to raise funds for 
the next year. Tickets will be 
put on sale next week. Practice 
will begin as soon as the field 
had dried.

Seventy Years Ago
April 20, 1950
Red Lake County will re-

ceive a total of $90,520 in 
regular state allotments (and 
$6,500 in a special allotment). 
These consist of $12,070 for 
State Aid roads and $78,450 
for County Aid roads.

A former Oklee boy is gain-
ing stature as an actor out in 
Van Nuys, California. He is 
Skippy Torgerson, 12, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Torgerson, 
who lived in Oklee until about 
eight years ago. Skippy is cur-
rently playing a leading part in 
a comedy called “Those Boys” at 
the Key Theatre in Van Nuys.

Wayne G. Stamm, airman, 
USN, of Oklee, was recently 
graduated from the Aviation 
Electronics Technician School 
at the Naval Air Technical 
Training Center, Memphis, 
Tenn.

A son was born April 10 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Paquin of 
Oklee in a Crookston hospital.

It Says Here…by O.M.S. – 
When it’s winter when it ought 
to be spring, some folks com-
plain while others get whimsi-
cal. Consider the character over 
at Fosston who coined the word 
‘sprinter’ to fit the confusion of 
the season.

One is liable to be mired on 
the highway any old place these 
days. It is happening every day. 
Even as that we are glad to see 
the snow replaced by water and 
mud, which we hope will soon 
disappear completely.

Sixty Years Ago
April 21, 1960
U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers said that the Red 
Lake and Clearwater flood 
control project has prevented 
$1,237,500 in flood damages 
since it was put into operation 
in 1953.

George Spong was recently 
given the Ten Year Award of 
the Minnesota Soil Conserva-
tion annual convention held 
in Minneapolis. A costume 
ball with a 1910 theme will be 
held in the school auditorium 
on Thursday, the second in 
a series of community social 
events leading up to the July 
2-3-4 Golden Jubilee.

The Plummer Community 
Easter Egg Hunt sponsored 
by the Modern Woodman of 
America, the Plummer Com-
mercial Club and the Legion 
Auxiliary was held on Saturday 
afternoon, April 16. Over 90 
children and a few mothers 
attended.

Gerald B. Stone, 28, of 
Oklee was awarded a diploma 
upon completion of a 36 week 
residential training program in 
Controls for Automation from 
DeVRY Technical Institute, 
Chicago.

Pvt. Donald Pederson of Fort 
Ord, California is spending 
his convalescent leave at the 
home of his parents, the Henry 
Pedersons.

Coffee guests at the Inga 
Homme home Thursday af-
ternoon were Mrs. Norman 
Strand, Tomine Moen, Mrs. 
Dale Carlson, and Mrs. Albert 
Aaknes.

Denise Annette, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Halverson 
was baptized at Sand Valley 
Church with Rev. Chelsen 
officiating.

Fifty Years Ago
April 23, 1970
A late season storm over 

the weekend dumped nearly 
13 inches of heavy, moisture 
laden snow here and over a 
wide area. Traffic was nearly 
at a standstill Sunday morning 
causing many cancelations of 
church and other activities.

The Third Base restaurant 
and lounge at Brooks has been 
sold effective May 1 to Milo 
Larson and Lyle Mandy of 
Oklee. The firm was opened as 
a liquor store seven years ago 
by the late Rolland Toupin and 
about two years ago an addition 
was completed housing a large 
restaurant.

Mr. and Mrs. Art Hanson 
and Clarence Hanson recently 
purchased the Andrew Boutain 
Café and it will now be known 
as Hanson’s Bar and Café in 

Plummer.
Mr. and Mrs. Bud Vande-

venter were Wednesday after-
noon visitor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Art Hagge.

Debra Lambert celebrated 
her 3rd birthday on Sunday at 
the home of her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Lambert.

A baby boy was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Merald Halvorson on 
Thursday morning. 

Forty Years Ago
April 24, 1980
There has been much con-

cern expressed over the bridge 
that is being replaced north of 
Oklee. The project started last 
summer and the bridge should 
be finished and open for travel 
sometime in May. Many farm-
ers in the area of the bridge 
have complained that the work 
is not progressing as it should. 
Area residents are assured that 
everything possible is being 
done to get the bridge open.

Many came to the Clara 
Bjerklie home on Sunday to help 
Janell celebrate her birthday. 

Since the beginning of 1980 
the Oklee Fire Department 
have responded to 13 fire calls. 
Ten of these have been since 
the 13 of April.

Charlie James Johnson, son 
of Charlie & Lora Johnson 
was baptized on April 20th at 
St. Francis Xavier Church by 
Father Keough Patnode.

“The Truth About Cinderel-
la” is the Oklee School Musical 
to be presented on May 2 & 3. 
The play is under the direction 
of Mr. Lee Warne.

The Plummer School is pre-
senting “Get Smart” on April 
25th. Maxwell Smart is trapped 
by the head of KAOS and now 
has to get himself free and stop 
KAOS’s diabolical plan.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Qualley, 
Brooks, announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Debra 
to Barry Rewertz, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Rewertz of 
Plummer. A May 10 wedding 
is planned.

Thirty Years Ago
April 25, 1990
Winning first place and a 

trip to the Minnesota State 
Fair was the Huot Hustlers 4-H 
Club. Their first place act was 
performed during the Red Lake 
County 4-H Share the Fun event 
held in Plummer on April 22nd.

Mr. and Mrs. Goodwin 
Kvasager hosted Easter dinner 
for Janet and Katie Herbert, 
and Bernice Larson and the 
Terry Kvasager family.

Otelia Mandt of Marshall, 
WI came up to spend several 
weeks visiting with relatives 
and friends. Sunday dinner 
guests at Lyle Mandt home were 
Mildred Howard and mother 
Otelia Mandt.

Twenty Years Ago
April 20, 2000
Sylvia Hilgeman of Oklee, 

the daughter of Greg and Gayle 
Hilgeman, has been awarded a 
four-year, $20,000 Presidential 
Scholarship from the James-
town College in North Dakota.

The 14th annual Arizona Red 
Lake County Day was held on 
Presidents Day with a record 
attendance of 198 persons. 36 
of those attending still have 
a permanent address in Red 
Lake County.

Al and Vi Radniecki of Oklee 
announce the engagement of 
their son, Matthew Maximillian 
to Julie Jo Buerkle, daughter 
of Ed and Pat Buerkle of New 
York Mills. A May wedding is 
planned.

Harold and Shirley Cyr of 
Oklee would like to announce 
the engagement of their daugh-
ter Mary to David Alton, of 
Reading, England. A September 
meeting is being planned in 
Minneapolis.

Becky Perreault and Paul 
Peterson announce their en-
gagement and upcoming wed-
ding. Becky is the daughter of 
Ralph and Deb Perreault, of 
rural Red Lake Falls and Paul 
is the son of Andy and Karen 
Peterson of rural Trail.

Amanda Spong, a senior at 
Oklee High School, has signed a 
letter of intent to play volleyball 
for Northland Community and 
Technical College in the fall.

Ten Years Ago
April 21, 2010
Tim Swenson was the speak-

er for the RLCC Academic 
Banquet that was held on April 
12th. Tim is a 1968 graduate of 
Oklee High School and owner of 
Action Sports and has designed 
a Action Track Chair, a motor-
ized off-road wheelchair.

Centennial events are being 
planned and the Beard Officer 
is on the loose. If you don’t 
want to grow a beard, you must 
purchase a Shaving Permit or 
you may be fined.

Winners of the Senior Ac-
ademic Awards were: Brett 
Gerardy for Social Studies; 
Ashley Schmitz for English; 
Dustin Peterson for Math; Tom 
Morinville for Science; Hannah 
Vettelson for Technology.

Tanya Melby graduated from 
Minnesota State University 
Moorhead with a degree for 
K-12 Special Education.

Many children attended the 
Annual Easter Egg Hunt in 
Oklee on April 3rd. 

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128 

Oklee • 218-796-5177  

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Johnson Funeral 
Service, Inc.

This Easter will be one most 
people won't forget as most fam-
ilies around did not get together 
for a special dinner. Also most 
weren't able to attend a Easter 
Church service. However, with 
the today's technology, many 
were able to get it on their TV's 
or computers screens.

I had a good Easter weekend 
as my brother Jack and his wife 
Sherrie drove from Badger to 
deliver a Easter dinner. It was 
enough for three meals. It has 
ham, scalloped potatoes, corn, 
buns and a very yummy kind 
of bar, which I cut into three 
pieces for 3 separate times. I 
also talked to my other family 
members by phone Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The weather was very cool 
but the warm weather is on 
its way.

April 11, Saturday I called 
Loretta Hesse. She told me that 

Neil and Dale Mattison were 
celebrating their 60th birthday. 
Neil is married to her daughter 
Linda. They live in Thief River 
Falls also. Neil and Dale are 
twins. Dale lives in Colorado. 
They lived, one block east of 
me in the 70's. There are six 
Mattison brothers.

Mike Fossum returned re-
cently from Alabama. He had 
attended the funeral of his 
brother Jim, who died from 
cancer. He was 62.

Southwest Minnesota had 
gas for $.79¢. It hasn't been 
that price in 40 years. This 
was on Good Friday. On the 
radio, they said gas will be 
soon $1.00 a gallon.

Also, I heard pork prices 
were the lowest in 17 years. 
The large meat packing opera-
tion in South Dakota had shut 
down because a few hundred 
employees got the coronavirus. 

They were offered $500 bonus 
to stay on.

The, of course, you know 
about the toilet paper shortage. 
The last one was in 1973. It 
showed on TV when on the 
Johnny Carson show, he said, 
"Can you believe there is a 
shortage of toilet paper?" The 
average shopper lately was 
buying 100 rolls.

There is yard work to do. It's 
full of leaves and branches. In 
a few days temps will be nice. 
I'm looking forward to that. Get 
fresh air and exercise.

I miss socializing. It's funny, 
but the weeks go by so fast.

Wednesday, I started a 500 
piece puzzle that I did in 2018 
of Venice Italy. It's going fast-
er than the first time. Pretty 
picture!

We should be thankful we 
don't have flooding here. Have 
a good week!

It was sixty years ago when 
Jerome Novak came back from 
service in March. His mother 
delivered his little sister in 
April. It is odd to think back to 
those days and how it was back 
then and what we are doing 
now. There is a big difference 
in what we are used to and 
what we now are having to get 
used to in this quarantine. I 
have gotten quite used to being 
home anyway but on Saturday 
I went for a few groceries and 
found almost nobody in town.  
The streets were vacant, and 
there was nobody in the store.  
It was really eerie. I guess 
someone got the memo. This is 
a serious threat to our health.  

So stay safe and be healthy.  
Yes I would like a break in 
the boredom too but not at the 
expense of my health. I guess 
I am selfish that way.  

The birds did come back but 
not a lot of them. I have robins 
and other birds but not in the 
numbers we used to have. My 
tulips are up about 4 inches 
but they are kind of standing 
still. The ground is still too wet 
to pick up leaves, so that will 
have to wait.  At least I can get 
to the bird feeders to fill them 
again and again. They empty 
out everyday since the birds 
made their entrance.  

There are some buds on the 
poplar trees and cottonwood 

trees. They are tight yet wait-
ing for the warmer weather.  I 
have a couple of snow banks 
yet  that refuse to melt.  

The rabbits are doing their 
searching for food. They are 
cute as long as they don’t do 
damage on the trees.

The temperature is good 
lately. It is cool but we will 
take anything that isn’t below 
zero.  I’m sure the rabbits don’t 
care either way because their 
fur coats will accommodate 
any weather.  

We hope you have a great 
week, and that you stay safe 
and happy. It is raining right 
now. I wonder

How much we will get.  

This Sunday was a quiet 
day. Almost all my snow has 
disappeared. It is time to do 
some raking.

I have been waiting for more 
birds to come. I have seen 
robins, but haven't seen ducks 
and geese. The town does seem 
quiet with no restaurant open 
and cars parked on the street.

*****
Dates to Remember
April 22: Earth Day!
May 1: May Day! 

*****
Words of Wisdom
When you received excellent 

service, compliment the server 

and mention it to the manager.
*****

Regardless of what business 
you're in, respect the customer.

*****
Joke Time
John whispers, "Selma, how 

vould you like to eat dinner vid 
me tonight?" 

"Oh you, ay would love to."
"Ok, Selma, tell your mother 

ay will be there at six. So long 
Selma, ay will be vill see you 
then. Tanks."

*****
Two Norwegians came to 

America. One of them settled 
in Kentucky and the other 

one in Minnesota. After a few 
years they met, and each one 
bragged about his home state.

The first one said, "Ya 
know, in Kentucky we got 
dese caves vid stalactities and 
stalagmites. And if you go in 
vun and shout 'Peterson', in a 
few seconds later it come back 
again, 'Peterson.'"

The other Norwegian was 
not to be outdone; so he said, 
"Vell in Minnesota ve gott de 
ten towsen lakes. And if ya go 
out in a boat on a lake and yell 
'Peterson'!, after a vile you'll 
hear, 'Vich Peterson?!'"

Well, here we are almost to 
the end of April and we just 
were notified of a second case 
of Covid-19 from Red Lake 
County. The first one last week 
is from Red Lake County but 
is not here and hasn't been 
from what I understand. But 
not this second one is living 
in Red Lake County. They are 
home and hopefully recovering. 
It ws designated as a commu-
nity spread. 

Up until now, most people 
have been very careful, but I 
haven't seen too many people 
wearing masks which the CDC 
recommends. Maybe this is now 
the time to get really serious 
and we all should start wearing 
our masks. 

And don't forget to wash 
your hands with soap and 
water often and if you can't 
carry some hand sanitizer in 
your pocket or purse. 

And wash all surfaces that 
you use with soap and water. 
The virus can still be viable 
for a couple of days on hard 
surfaces. Softer surfaces such 
as cardboard and paper, it 
doesn't stay as long. And there 
have been no cases caused my 
mail so far.

Make sure you stay 6 feet 
away from everyone as that 
seems to be the magic num-
ber for social distancing and 
keeping the nasty virus away. 

Even though someone 
doesn't appear sick, they could 
be carrying the virus and be 
spreading it. That is what is so 
nasty about this coronavirus.  
Hence the Stay At Home orders 
by the Governor as Minnesota 
and many other states are 
trying to stop the virus from 

spreading.
Anyone with underlying 

conditions are at a high risk 
too!. Some of the risk factors 
are age, diabetes, heart die-
sease, kidney function, lung 
conditions (COPD, Emphyse-
ma), etc. 

That includes a lot of peo-
ple in our area so it is very 
important to make sure we 
are all practicing safe social 
distancing, wearing masks 
when in public, and washing 
our hands!

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY

Something fun from my 
emails:

Cat Trivia
On average, cats spend 2/3 

of every day sleeping. That 
means a nine-year-old cat has 
been awake for only three years 
of its life.

When a cat chases its prey, 
it keeps its head level. Dogs 
and humans bob their heads 
up and down. 

The technical term for a 
cat’s hairball is a “bezoar.” 
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Official City of Oklee 
Clean-up Order

A l l  y a r d s  a n d 
outbuildings should be 
thoroughly cleaned and all 
trash removed. Owners of 

vacant lots in the City are responsible for the appearance of 
their lots. Vacant lots that are not maintained will be mowed 
by the City and a fee will be charged to the lot owner.

The City of Oklee also prohibits the use of lots for storing 
and keeping of junked vehicles within the city limits as a public 
nuisance (junked vehicles are those that are unlicensed and/
or missing component parts).

It takes the cooperation of all residents, businesses and 
lot owners to improve the appearance of our City and to aid 
in beautifying Oklee.

Red Lake County has a landfill site just north of Oklee. It 
will open on May1st and is open on the 2nd & 4th Saturday 
mornings and Wednesday evenings. This is where you bring 
items not picked up by regular garbage services. 
For more information on the Red Lake County 
Landfills, go to: http://www.co.red-lake.
mn.us/, click on the Services Tab, then 
Public Health & Services; and finally on 
Environmental Services.

If you need extra garbage bags for 
garbage pickup, you can purchase them 
at Cenex in Oklee or D & R Grocery for 
normal garbage pickups.

The City of Oklee will pick up bagged grass clippings & 
leaves and branches (6 foot length or less).

If you have any questions, you may call the City Clerk’s 
office at 796-5183.

It’s Our Community!
Let’s Make Everyone Proud Of It! O5-7C

Put a little  Spring in your yard!

NOTICE
Large Item Pick-up in Oklee

May 4th, 2020 ... starting at 8:00 a.m.

This is not for garbage. Only metal items will be picked up: 
white goods (water heaters, stoves, refrigerators, dryers, etc.)

No MICROWAVES, TV’S OR COMPUTER MONITORS.

Monitors, TV’s or Microwaves may be picked up for a 
nominal fee. Fees for monitors, TV’s and Microwaves are 
$5.00 each. Must be paid for before the pick up. Pay at the 
City Clerk’s office. Please call the Oklee City Clerk’s office 
the week before the clean-up if you have one of those items 
to be picked up. Tires will also be picked up for a fee: 17” 
and up $3.00; 16” and down $2.00. Also needs to be paid 
for before City will take.

This year the large items will be picked up at your home. 
Please have them out by 8:00 a.m. in the morning and place 
items on the boulevard. This is a one-day-only pick-up. If 
you have any questions, call the Oklee City Clerk’s office 
at 796-5183.                       O5-7C

City of Oklee
Street  

Cleaning 
6 am start time 

April 30th 2020
- Please remove vehicles 

from Streets - 
O5-6C

Due to Covid -19 items must be put on curb.
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