U.S.P.S. 407-240)

Oklee Precipitation
By Einar Kvasager

Rain Snow
Dec. 22 1.00
Dec. 23 1.00
Dec. 24 0.25
Dec. 25 Trace
Dec. 27 4.00
Dec. 28 2.00
Total in. 0.00 8.25
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County Commissioners Lerohl Sorensen retlred and levy approved

On December 24th, the Red Lake County Commissioners
met at 10:00 a.m. for the final meeting of the year.

The meeting was called to order by Dave Sorensen and there
were no additions or changes to the agenda.

Treasurer Nick Knott was the first one on the agenda to dis-
cuss the Mutual Fund that the County purchased 22 years ago.
Laws have changed over the years and the statues now state that
government entities should not have funds in mutual funds. This
has been mentioned in a number of audits to get this changed.
It was decided to get into compliance on this issue A motion
was made to sell off 1/2 of the mutual fund this year and the
other half next year, to reinvest and it should be all done in a
couple of weeks. The motion was made by Commissioner Chuck
Simpson and seconded by Commissioner Ron Weiss, carried.

The minutes were read and approved with no changes by a
motion by Commissioner John Lerohl, seconded by Weiss, carried.

The County Attorney, Mike Lacoursiere came before the
board with a request to add additional funds to his budget due
to the shaken baby case coming before the courts soon. Funds
will be need to cover the costs of hotel stays, mileage and expert
testimony specials for this case. The money may or may not be
depending if it goes to trial or if a plea agreement is reached. If
the money is not needed it will be put back in the general fund.
The commissioners agreed to add $15,000 to the Attorney’s budget
if needed due to the case with a motion by Lerohol, seconded
by Simpson, carried.

Before LaCoursiere left the table, Weiss had a question for him
about how to change the amount of people on a board (going from
a 7 to 5 member board), and how to legally change the number.
LaCoursiere’s opinion was that a motion should be made and
after it is approved, a quorum could be 3 to conduct business.

Angie Lundeen, the Human Resources person, had a couple of
questions for the Commissioners on the advertising for the County
Engineer’s position. Ads have been placed in the local papers and
there hasn’t been any response. This position’s requirements are
quite specific and needs a larger area for potential candidates.

Lundeen had researched a number of different ways to get the
job posting to a wider audience. She has searched out a number
of no cost sites, such as JobsHQ and state job services offices.
INDEED was also one of the free listings and they had called
to see if the county was interested in using their headhunter
services. The offer was that if their headhunter found a person
and that person was hired, the fee would be 10% of the new
hire’s salary. The Commissioners said to keep doing the free
listings and INDEED offer with a motion by Commissioner Al
Remick with the second by Weiss, carried.

Judy Schmitz from Social Services was recognized for her
45th years of service. (see picture).

The bills were looked at and approved by a motion from Weiss,
seconded by Simpson, carried.

Nursing Service appointments were approved with a motion
by Lerohl, seconded by Remick, carried.

Committee reports were given by Weiss who had attended a

Calendar of Events
Wed, Jan. 2:

Red Lake County employee, Judy Schmitz - Social
Services, was recognized at the December 24th board
meeting, for her 45 years of service award and received
this beautiful clock.

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
1:30 p.m. — Bridge.

-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-
mer Legion.

Thu, Jan. 3:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
12:30 p.m. — Bingo.

Fri, Jan. 4:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Noon deadline for Oklee
Herald news.

Sat, Jan. 5:

-Support your local busi-
ness — Shop Locally!

Sun, Jan. 6:

-Worship at the church
of your choice.

Mon, Jan. 7:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

Tue, Jan. 8:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
1:30 p.m. — Cards

-Senior Potluck at Café
— 5:00 p.m.

Wed, Jan. 9:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
1:30 p.m. — Bridge.

-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-

public hearing on the Black River impoundment.

Simpson and Remick had no meetings to report on.

Lerohl had attended a NW Regional Development meeting
where they talked about the many revolving loans they had out
and only one had failed, siting the labor costs were too high and
the company couldn’t make it.

Lerohl also mentioned that Gayle Flateland at Inter-County
Community Council will be retiring in two weeks.

Auditor Bob Schmitz had a number of items to bring before
the Commissioners. First was the annual bill for the Park Board
which they receive yearly. A motion was made to pay with a
motion by Weiss and seconded by Siimpson, carried.

A release of mortgage due to satisfaction of a loan needs to be
addressed with a motion by Lerohl, seconded by Weiss, carried.

The Year end Budget adjustments from the Attorney’s request
(funds will come out of the reserve) was looked over. Motion was
made to set salary grades by Lerohl, seconded by Simpson, carried.

Also the salaries of elected officials with a motion by Lerohl,
seconded by Weiss, carried.

Motions were made for the following:

Approve the following county levies be adopted and ordered
certified to the County Audtor for collection in 2019 as follows:

Revenues $2,383,344.00
Road and Bridge 625,000.00
Welfare 412,030.00
Total 3,420,364.00
Less State Tax Aids: 419,698.00

Net Certified Levy $3,000,666.00
Motion made by Lerohl, seconded by Simpson, carried.
Approve the 2019 county budget as follows:
Revenue $3,523,384.00
Road and Bridge 3,730,350.00
Social Services 1.638,107.00
Total $8,891,841.00
Motion made by Lerohl, seconded by Weiss, carried.
Approve the designated cash flow for 2019 in the fol-
lowing amounts:
Revenue

$1,409,354.00

Road and Bridge 1,492,140.00
Social Services 655,242.00

Total $3,556,736.00

Motion made by Remick, seconded by Simpson, carried.

Next meeting will be scheduled for January 8, 2019 at 10:00
a.m. at the County Courthouse Commissioner’s room.

Schmitz mentioned that the system is not fair and it has
caused his wages to not increase as it should and he would like
the commissioners to look at this issue. He stated some com-
parisons and wanted it on record. The commissioners and HR
said that maybe the Compensation Study will made a difference.

Schmitz also personally thanked John Lerohl and Dave So-
rensen for their years of service. There has been some tough
decisions to be made. Lerohl and Sorenesn both said that the
12 years have gone by very fast.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Plummer Lions give candy bags to RLCC Elementary students

mer Legion.

Thu, Jan. 10:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
12:30 p.m. — Bingo.

Fri, Jan. 11:

-LSS Sr. Meals 11:30
a.m.

-Noon deadline for Oklee
Herald news.

Sat, Jan. 12:

-Support your local busi-
ness — Shop Locally!

Sun, Jan. 13:

-Worship at the church
of your choice.

Mon, Jan. 14:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

Tue, Jan. 15:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
1:30 p.m. — Cards.

Wed, Jan. 16:

-LLSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
1:30 p.m. — Bridge.

-7:00 p.m. Bingo at Plum-
mer Legion.

Thu, Jan. 17:

-LL.SS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.

-Senior Site Activity:
12:30 p.m. — Bingo.

Fri, Jan. 18:

On January 19, 2019, the
Oklee Moonhghters Snowmo
bile Club will be hosting their
52nd annual Safari Ride and
Family Day.

-LSS Sr. Meals 11:30 This is an annual event that
a.m. ) promises to be lots of fun for
-Noon deadline for Oklee snowmobile enthusiasts and a

Herald news.

Sat, Jan. 19:

-Support your local busi-
ness — Shop Locally!

Sun, Jan. 20:

-Worship at the church
of your choice.

great way to spend time with
your family and friends.

The fun starts at noon when
all interested riders gather at
TJ’s Tavern in Oklee. The ride
starts at 1:00 p.m. and has
plans for a family fun ride with
Hot Dogs & S’mores at their

On Thursday, December 20, the Plummer Lions Club delivered candy bags to the children at Red Lake County Elementary School. Plummer
Lions Too member Debbie DuChamp also helped out with the candy bags. The Lions gave out 270 bags of candy. The children were pretty excited

to get the candy bags. Pictured below right is (1 to r) Mike Greenwald, Wade Westlake, Steve Rosten, Don Fox and Jim DuChamp.

Oklee Moonllghters 52nd Annual Safari Rlde/Famlly Day

Warming Shed west of Oklee.

Later after the ride, the
snowmobilers will return to
Oklee and once again gather
at Td’s Tavern in Oklee about
6:00 p.m.

There will be door prizes and
music to follow the day’s ride.

This is a fun day for all
and many things have been
planned.

Photo right: Getting
ready to hit the trails at
last years 51st Annual Sno
Safari.




(Church news

OKLEE LUTHERAN
PARISH
Zion and Salem

Pastor Linda Molitor

Wed, Jan. 2: 7:00 p.m.
Confirmation.

Sun, Jan. 6: 9:00 a.m. Zion.
9:00 a.m. Salem SS. 10:15 a.m.
Zion SS. 10:30 a.m. Salem.

Tue, Jan. 8: 9:00 a.m.
Quilting at Zion. 7:00 p.m.
Parish Board meeting.

Wed, Jan. 9: No Confir-
mation.

CATHOLIC PARISHES
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA &
GOODRIDGE
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sun, Jan. 6: 7:30 a.m.
Confessions 8:00 a.m. Mass
at St. Francis Xavier, Oklee;
10:15 a.m. St. Clement Parish,
Grygla; 12:00 p.m. St. Ann
Parish, Goodridge.

BROOKS - RED LAKE
FALLS
CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Sat, Jan. 5: 5:30 p.m. RLF
Sun, Jan. 6: 8:00 a.m.
Brooks. 10:00 a.m. RLF.

IMMANUEL-EBENEZER
LUTHERAN PARISH
ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson

Sun, Jan. 6: 9:00 a.m. Wor-
ship at Immanuel. 10:15 a.m.
SS at Immanuel. 10:30 a.m.
Worship at Ebenezer.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH
ELCA
Bethany-Ekelund-Faith
Pastor Kristen Ostercamp

Sun, Jan. 6: 8:30 a.m.
Ekelund. 9:30 a.m. SS; 9:45
a.m. Faith, 11:00a.m. SS; 11:00
a.m. Bethany, 9:45 a.m. SS.

Mon, Jan. 7: 9:00 a.m.
Faith Quilting. 9:30 a.m. Ra-
chel Circle.

Tue, Jan. 8: 6:00 p.m.
Shalom Circle.

Wed, Jan. 9: Wednesday
School at 12:30 p.m. 6:00 p.m.
Faith WELCA.

Oklee Senior
Site Dining

January 7-11

Call 796-5666 to order
a meal.

If you are over the age of
60 and would like to eat with
other seniors at the Senior Site,
please call the Café at 796-5666
to reserve your meal. A $4.00
per meal donation is suggested.

Monday: % cold meatloaf
sandwich, hash browns, corn,
and dessert.

Tuesday: Hamburger pat-
ty, stuffed baked potato (broc-
coli & cheese), toast, and
dessert.

Wednesday: Beef roast,
mashed potatoes, gravy, veg-
etable, and dessert.

Thursday: Ham & Swiss
melt on bun, potato soup, and
dessert.

Friday: 6 pc. Shrimp, hash
browns, peas, and dessert.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive — Nazareth
Oak Park - St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Sat, Jan. 5: 9:00 a.m. Mt.

Olive.

Sun, Jan. 6: 8:00 a.m. St.
Petri, 9:15 a.m. SS; 8:30 a.m.
SS Oak Park, 9:45 a.m. Oak
Park. 10:00 a.m. SS at Naza-
reth, 11:00 a.m. Nazareth.

Wed, Jan. 9: 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday School. 7:00 p.m.
LYS.

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Josiah Hoagland, Pastor
Tyler Stynberg,
Youth Pastor
www.newjourneyfosston.com

Wed, Jan. 2: 3:30 p.m.
Youth Group leaving for Soup
Kitchen in Bemidji.

Fri,Jan. 4: 8:30 a.m. Friday
School.

Sun, Jan. 6: 9:30 a.m. Wor-
ship. 10:45 a.m. Sunday School.

Tue, Jan. 8: 9:30 a.m.
Ladies Devotion. 10:00 a.m.
Quilting. 6:30 Bible Study.

Wed, Jan. 9: 6:30 p.m.
AWANA. 6:30 p.m. Youth
Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund
Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson,

Lay Minister

Sun, Jsn. 6: 9:00 a.m.
Worship at Lund. 10:30 a.m.
Worship at Sand Valley.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston
Seth Johnson,
Interim Pastor
Sun, Jan. 6: 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day School. 10:30 a.m. Worship.

Oklee Historical
Society needs your

pop cans!

The Oklee Historical Society
is raising funds by collecting
aluminum cans. Please bring
them to the recycling bin set
up near the ice skating rink
and fair buildings in Oklee.
The money raised will be
used for supplies needed to
build displays not only on the
main floor of City Hall, but to
expand the museum area to
the upstairs so that full room
displays can be set up.

Carpeting is now needed to
finish the transformation of
a museum area upstairs. All
the laminate flooring has been
installed and it is beautiful.
Thank you to all who donate
their pop cans.

10 percent off all money
raised by the Historical Society
is being set aside in the hopes
of raising enough funds for an
elevator to be installed so that
everyone will have access to
the museum.

Your continued support
in the aluminum can drive
is greatly appreciated by the
Oklee Historical Society.

ATTENTION

RED LAKE COUNTY SMALL BUSINESS AND
POTENTIAL STARTUP ENTERPRISES
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Read all about it
with your
Yearly Subscription

Rate increases effective Jan. 1t 2019

Local $30 / 0.57¢ (Red Lake Co.)
Non-Local $40 / 0.76¢

- rSnowbirds $35

- ‘V\l_ebgite Only $25 / 0.48¢
lliNewstands still $1.00

Red Lake Falls Library News

The library is open on Tues-
day from Noon until 7:00 pm,
Wednesday from Noon until
7:00 pm, Thursday from Noon
to 5:00 p.m.; Friday from Noon
until 5:00 pm, and Saturdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. On-
line patrons are reminded that
they can visit www.nwrlib.org/
rlf. htm at any time, where they
can create their own patron
accounts to browse, request
and renew materials all from
their home computers.

New Year, new books. Come
into the Red Lake Falls Public
Library to check out books of
varying genres to inspire you
this new year.

“Joyful” by Ingrid Fetell Lee
explores the idea of drawing
joy from our surroundings.
Increasingly, experts urge us
to find balance and calm by
looking inward - through mind-
fulness or meditation - and
muting the outside world. But
what if the natural vibrancy of
our surroundings is actually

Sudoku Solution

Oklee, 218-796-5656.

The Red Lake County Economic Development Corpo-
ration can help you start your own business or expand
an existing one. We are here to assist with a five (5) year
loan for an amount up to $20,000 at 2% APR. The business
must be located in Red Lake County.

For more information, contact the Red Lake County
Economic Development home office at 1-218-253-2897.

Or call David Ste. Marie, Red Lake Falls, 218-698-4279;
Mike Spurgin, Red Lake Falls, 218-465-4648 or Leo Olson,

043-43C (2x/mo.)
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s your local independent bank, we believe it's important to reinvest our customers’ deposits locally.

When you save and invest with us, we put your money back to work in our area. We make
auto loans, personal loans, home loans, business loans and agricultural loans, to name just a few.
We know that when our community grows and prospers, everyone benefits.

Phone 218-796-5157

PO Box 69

STATE
BANK

Oklee, MN 56742
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our most renewable and easily
accessible source of joy?

In “The Book of Beautiful
Questions,” Warren Berger
shares illuminating stories
and compelling research on the
power of inquiry. He presents
the essential questions readers
need to make the best choices
when it truly counts, with a
particular focus in four key
areas: decision-making, cre-
ativity, leadership, and rela-
tionships.

Jason Fried and David
Heinemeier Hansson, authors
of New York Times bestseller
“Rework”, broadly reject the
prevailing notion that long
hours, aggressive hustle, and
“whatever it takes” are re-
quired to run a successful
business today. In their new
book “It Doesn’t Have to be
Crazy at Work” they give you
the low-down on how to run
a successful company without
packed schedules, overflowing
inboxes and endless meetings.

Tri-Valley Public

Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for
anyone. There are no age or
income guidelines. However,
children under the age of four
must be accompanied by an
adult and children under the
age of one must be secured in
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is
available, allowing those with
special needs with more conve-
nient method of transportation.
All buses are handicapped
accessible and lift-equipped
and drivers certified.

To reserve a seat, please
call one business day prior
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432.

The new schedule started
December 2016.

For Polk, Red Lake and
Clearwater county stops:

Every Monday — Grand
Forks.

Every
Mahnomen.

Every 4% Tuesday — Thief
River Falls

Every 1%, 3", & 5" Wednes-
day — Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2 & 4% Friday —
Bemidji.

274 Tuesday -

Elmer Hanson
drove bus for Ok-
lee Public School
from 1954 to 1976.
During these 22
years, each student
on his bus felt extra
special when they
received the gift of
a Hershey’s Candy
Bar at Christmas
time. These bars of
chocolate were not
the regular sized
bar, they were the
HUGE Hershey’s
Chocolate Candy
Bar!

This Christmas
season, Elmer re-
ceived a package
from a former pas-
senter who now re-
sides in Ariazona.
In the package, was
a giant Hershey’s, | s
desquised as a =22
snowman.

Louise, an Alum-
nifrom OHS, want-
ed Elmer to know
that even after 40
plus years, she still
had fond memo-
ries of the chocolate
candy bar.

When Elmer
was giving you the
candy bars all of
those years, he nev-
er imagined that

y Bar

this small gift given during the holiday season, would become

a fond childhood memory.

1-1/2 cups flour

1/2 cup sugar

1 tsp baking powder

1/2 tsp baking soda

1/2 tsp salt

1 egg

1/2 cup butter, melted
1-1/2 cups ripe bananas,

for 18 — 22 minutes or until

rack.

Oklee Centennial Cookbook
Recipe Corner - From page 512

Peanut Banana Muffins
Deb (Champagne) Olson

~
‘.
¥ i‘:“p)

)

g

mashed (about 3 medium)
3/4 cup peanut butter chips

In a bowl combine the flour, sugar, baking powder,
baking soda and salt. In another bowl, combine the
egg, butter and bananas. Stir into dry ingredients just
until moistened. Fold in chips. Fill greased or paper
lined muffin cups about 3/4 full. Bake at 375 degrees

a toothpick comes out clean.

Cool for 5 minutes before removing from pan to a wire

This weeks hours:

Wed, Jan. 2
Thu, Jan. 3
Fri, Jan. 4

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
In Gonvick all day.
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Oklee Herald Office Hours

Or by email at either:

Oklee Office Phone: 796-5181
Gonvick Office Phone: 218-487-5225

okleeherald@gmail.com * richards@gvtel.com

K DEADLINE for news & ads:
Noon on Friday

Deadline:;

Friday’s q¢ noon!

Open Gym, Saturdays

in Oklee

By: Phillip Sorenson

The Red Lake County Cen-
tral High School will open
up the gym in Oklee starting
December 22nd 2018. The gym
will be open on Saturdays
between 1-3 pm. It’s open to
seventh grade—adults. Sixth
grade and below must have an
adult or guardian with them.
Any questions call Kurt Hal-
vorson (612-247-0812).

JohnsoN Funeral
Service, Inc.

Thief River Falls * 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls  218-253-2128
Oklee * 218-796-5177

e i, A A
Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

KURTIS ELLEFSON
REDM-AKEICOUNTY
VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER

218-689-8587
1-888-LINKVET

Email: kellefsoncvso@hotmail.com

020-14C

(U.S.PS. 407-240)

Oklee Herald

Corner 2nd Ave. & Main
218-796-5181
ESTABLISHED IN 1914

Published by Richards
Publishing Co.
Bonny Cote,
Editor & Office Manager
okleeherald@gmail.com

$30 subscription in
Local Trade Area
$40 subscription
Out of Trade Area
$25 Online Subscriptions

MEMBER MNA & NNA
PUBLICATION NUMBER 407240

**Winner of National Editorial
Ass'n. first prize for Best News
Story, 1959.

**Winner of Honorable Mention for
General Excellence, Minnesota
Newspaper Ass’n., 1962.

**Winner 1st place Typography
Excellence, Minnesota
Newspaper Association, 1971.

**Winner 1st place Best Feature
Story, Minnesota Newspaper
Association, 1981.

**Winner 1st place Best Single
News or Feature Story, Minnesota
Medical Association, 1992.

“The Oklee Herald” is published weekly

by Richards Publishing Co., Inc., Box

159, Gonvick, MN 56644-0159.

Periodical postage paid at Oklee, MN
56742-0009.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to: Oklee Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee,
MN 56742-0009.

PUBLISHER'’S LIABILITY FOR ER-
ROR: The Publisher shall not be liable
for slight changes or typographical
errors that do not lessen the value
of an advertisement. The Publisher’s
liability for other errors or omissions
in connection with an advertisement
is strictly limited to publication of the
advertisementin any subsequentissue
or the refund of
any monies paid

PRINTED WITH
for the advertise- SOY INK

ment.
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January 7 - 11

Oklee

Monday: Breakfast: Bis-
cuit & gravy, cereal, fruit, and
milk. Lunch: Chili w/ corn
muffins, corn chips, fresh vege-
tables, cracker, fruit, and milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast:
Muffins, cereal, fruit, and
milk. Lunch: Salisbury steak,
mashed potatoes, gravy, vege-
tables, dinner roll, fruit, and
milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast:
Omelet, toast, cereal, fruit, and
milk. Lunch: Chicken nuggets,
fried rice, vegetables, dipping
sauce, fruit, and milk.

Thursday: Breakfast:
French toast, cereal, fruit,
and milk. Lunch: Corn dog,
macaroni & cheese, vegetables,
fruit, and milk.

Friday: Breakfast: Cin-
namon roll, cereal, fruit, and
milk. Lunch: Soup, meat
sandwiches, fresh vegetables,
fruit, and milk.

Plummer

Monday: Breakfast: Pan-
cakes, cereal, fruit, juice, and
milk. Lunch: Cheeseburger
hotdish, salad w/croutons,
Go-Gurt, buttered bread, fruit,
and milk.

Tuesday: Breakfast: Ap-
ple turnover, cereal, fruit, juice,
and milk. Lunch: Hot dogs,
baked beans, Sun Chips, fruit,
and milk.

Wednesday: Breakfast:
Breakfast pizza, cereal, fruit,
juice and milk. Lunch: Pork
fritter, mashed potatoes, gra-
vy, broccoli, dinner roll, fruit,
and milk.

Thursday: Breakfast:
Scrambled eggs, cereal or hot
oatmeal, fruit, juice, and milk.
Lunch: Shredded pork w/bun,
hash browns, peas & carrots,
fruit, and milk.

Friday: Breakfast: Cinna-
mon roll, cereal, fruit, juice,
and milk. Lunch: Taco bar
(lettuce, cheese, tomato, olives,
taco sauce, sour cream), refried
beans, veggies, baked potatoes,
fruit, and milk.

Fr = = =
Mustang
ISports l
ISchedule

Girls Basketball

Varsity — Jr Varsity

Sat, Jan. 5: Ste-
phen-Argyle at Plummer
1:00PM

Tue, Jan. 8: Red Lake
Falls at Plummer 6:00PM

Thu, Jan. 10: Warren/
Alvarado/Oslo at Oklee
6:00PM

Girls Junior

High Basketball

Fri, Jan. 4: Badger/
Greenbush/Middle River
at Plummer 4:30PM

Tue, Jan. 8: Red Lake
Falls at Plummer 3:45PM

Thu, Jan. 10: Fosston
Magelssen Elementary in
Fosston 4:30PM

Mustang

|
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
I Wrestling I
Thu, Jan. 3: Meet —
I Fertile-Beltrami at Oklee I
7.32‘r1;.,mjan. 4: Tourna-
I ment — Mahnomen 4:00 I
p.n['ll.‘ue, Jan. 8: Match—at
I Walker-Hackensack-Ake- I
ley 6:00 p.m.
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
|

Rebel
Sports
Schedule

Boys Varsity — JV

Basketball

Thu, Jan. 3: Go-
odridge/Grygla-Gatzke at
Goodridge 6:00PM

Mon, Jan. 7: Sacred
Heart High School at
Sacred Heart High School
6:00PM

Tue, Jan. 8: Win-E-
Mac at Oklee 6:00PM

Basketball Boys
Junior High

Tue, Jan. 3: Fosston at
Magelssen Elementary in
Fosston 4:30PM

Mon, Jan.7: Sacred
Heart at Red Lake Falls

I Community Hall 5:00PM

Tue, Jan. 8: 8: Win-E-

Mac at Plummer 4:30PM
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By Madison Carlson

take the class.

Youth Snowmobile Training on Jan. 12t

Youth Snowmobile Training will be Saturday, January
12t at 1:00 p.m. in the library in the Oklee High School.
Registration and completing the online class must be done
by January 12%. Children 11 years and older are able to

Visit snowmobilecourse.com to complete the online course
($24.95). Bring your certificate of completion of the course
along when class starts. Registration can be done at the
RLCC school office or contact Shelly Flatgard at 218-686-8627.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus visited Oklee on December 1st
with about 50 kids lining up to tell him what was on

their lists.

The Patrick & Jenny O’Neill boys filled Santa’s lap

A k

and his ears with everything they wanted for Christmas.

If you see your child’s photo in this weeks
paper or in the past two papers and would
like a full color print made, contact the Oklee
Herald office at 218-796-5181 or
okleeherald@gmail.com.

4 x 6 prints cost $1.00 each.
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On Decembr 11, 2018 Retiring Sheriff Barb Erdman received a service award from the
Minnesota Sheriff’s Association for her 31 years of service to Polk County. Barb’s last
day with the Polk County Sheriff's Office will be January 2, 2019.

Celebration for Sheriff Erdman
as she retires from dept. on January 2nd

Polk County Sheriff Barb
Erdman will retire from the
helm of the Sheriff's Depart-
ment after serving the resi-
dents of Polk County for 31
years.

There will be a celebration
of Barb’s retirement held on
Friday, January 4th from
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm at the
Polk County Sheriff’s Office
Community Room, 400 Bruce
Street in Crookston.

Everyone is welcome to
join the celebration and wish
Barb well.

B )

them about their lists.
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Mrs. Claus was just as interested and

The new Sheriff of Polk
County i1s Jim Tadman, and
he will assume his duties as
Sheriff following the retire-
ment of Erdman.

In Winger, the mayor seat
will remain with Darrel Olson
and the Council seats will re-
main the same, as Dan Kindal
and Deb Matson were re-elect-
ed to their positions.

MecIntosh will also keep
Mayor Toby Strom who will
continue to serve the City for
the next two years.

Bernie Marshall was
re-elected to his City Council
position that he was appointed
to a year ago to fill a vacancy
left when Steve Urness moved
from town.

The open seat on the Coun-
cil will be filled by Jordan
Gunafson who was a write in
candidate winner.

The first Council meeting in
McIntosh for the 2019 year will
be held on Thursday, January
10, 2019 at 5:30 pm at the
McIntosh Community Center.

This little gal in Brooks was a bravely
Santa in what the children were telling sitting in Santa’s lap. She wasn’t too sure of

this fellow dressed in read.

Who'’s Dat?
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Who’s Dat
This weeks photo is of a
large group of ladies.
Last week’s photo is
a fellow graduate, Steve
Paquin, who is deceased.
He was part of the wrestling
team in 1967.
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Everyone has a photo or
two that would be great for
this column. Please share
them with our readers as it
is one of most popular col-
umns of the Oklee Herald.

If you email a photo,
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please scan at 300 dpi (high
quality) if you can. You
can email to okleeherald@
gmail.com.

If you mail a photo to the
Oklee Herald office, please
enclose a self-addressed

stamped envelope so the
photos can be returned.
Mail them to: Oklee Herald,
PO Box 9, Oklee MN 56742

Or stop by the office and I
will scan your photo while
you wait.
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Stories of Oklee's Past

Cliff Melby submitted this
story to ‘A Living History
of Northwestern Minnesota
School Days and Farm Chores’.
He granted permission to print
in the Oklee Herald.

A Lesson

Learned by Heart

By Clifton Melby

My story takes place in a
nice little town of Oklee. Oklee
is located up in Northwestern
Minnesota. Founded in 1910,
a relatively young town, it
was named for Mr. O. K. Lee.
This is where I spent my early
years growing up and is still
my home.

After World War IT and my
father’s discharge from the
navy, my parents moved back
to Oklee to start their lives
together. After some difficulty,
they were finally able to buy
the then closed lumberyard.
They named their new busi-
ness Oklee Lumber. That was
in 1946 and it is still going at
the time of this writing.

As it was with most small
businesses at the time, the
whole family worked at the
lumberyard. Family recruit-
ment was a common practice.
My older brother was born in
1947 and myself in 1949. By
thelate 1950s, we were actually
able to be of some help. We
started earlier, but I know that
we were often just in the way. I
canremember how much I liked
the smell of wood. When I was
much younger, I would wait
for my dad to come home for
dinner and upon seeing him, I
would run to him and bury my
face in his striped bib overalls.
They always smelled like fresh
pine. I still liked the wood and
its smell when I was loading it
years later. I also look back at
how nice it was to come home
good hungry, good dirty, and
good tired. The late 1950s is
the time setting for my story.
Not every day was one of the
good old days.

All of the lumber was
brought to the yard from the
railroad cars by the dray line.
Tom Toulouse was the owner
and operator of the Oklee
Dray-line service. He was born
at the turn of the century. By
the time I was old enough to
be of help, he had been at it for
many years. He was a critical
part of Oklee, a burgeoning
town of over 500 people. He
graded the alleys and many
of the streets. He hauled away
the garbage. He graveled the
streets. During the shearing
season, he hauled all the wool
to the tracks to be shipped
east. He dug the basements
for the new houses coming up
on Oklee. I do not know what
else he did, but what I do
know is that he was the one
and only Steve-a-dor for Oklee
Lumber. His two big Belgian
mares would pull the loaded
drays over to the lumberyard
and haul the empty ones back.
Many of the kids in town would
run alongside and sometimes
catch a free ride.

I became a very close friend
to these big horses. While I
was about 12 years old, they
were in their early twenties.
They had been diligent work-
ers longer than I had been
alive — big, strong, powerful,
honest, and noble animals. I
liked everything about them
including their smell. Kit and
Nel were some no-nonsense
horses that took their work
very seriously, a curiosity for
a 12-year-old boy.

As I remember it, Kit was
on the left and Nel was on the
right. Nel was the slightly older
and bigger of the two. Still, I
remember that they were close
in both age and size. All of
Oklee Lumber’s bulk trade arti-
cles had to be delivered by the
dray-line. Local cattle trucking
companies were starting to

pick up backhaul items after
unloading at the Fargo and
St. Paul stockyards, but the
great bulk of our needs were
supplied by rail — all of our
lumber, all of our cement, and
all of our sheetrock. Redi-mix
cement was not around at the
time, so we got many carloads
of Portland cement. I was a
skinny 12 year old and barely
outweighed the 94-pound bags.

Needless to say, I spent a lot
of time with Kit and Nel. I liked
them very much. They would
not respond to commands from
my youthful voice, but were
always nice to me. I used to
rub their muzzles and tell
them little stories. I remember
that sometimes they would
suddenly jerk their heads up
and look at me. I couldn’t even
get away with a fib to them.
Even though they were serious
about their work, one of them
would sometimes give me a
good push with their massive
head. I would go flying away
and come back to the guilty
party. I'd get this look from her
big eyes as if she was saying,
“Sorry, didn’t see you there.
You know, blinders and all.” I
remember thinking I could see
a small telltale smirk along her
muzzle. They weighed around
2,200 pounds each. Somehow,
I understood this to be equal
of two horsepower. Nonsense.
We all know these two gals
could drag a 300 horsepower
car backwards while it was
spinning. I still do not under-
stand this.

Then the day arrived when I
had to grow up way too much,
way too fast. It was a hot day
in July. Tom reined Kit and
Nel up into the inlet of the
driveway with a big load of
Portland cement. Something he
had done and I had witnessed
many times, but when they
were just past my dad’s office
window, my eyes froze on Nel.
What my brain registered I
did not know. Something on a
primal level told me that Nel
was having trouble. Instinc-
tively, I looked at her intently.
Her hide began to ripple all
the way down both her flanks
as though she was covered in
flies, but she wasn’t. Though I
was concerned, there still was
very little that seemed obvi-
ously wrong with her. Then it
started. She raised up slightly
as all four of her legs came up
towards her belly. Her front
legs were so tightly bent at
the knees that they were into
her stomach. Her teeth stuck
out well past her lips. She
dropped to the earth on her
side and started convulsing. I
was thinking, “Oh God, please
make this stop.” God stopped
it. Her legs became still and
slowly relaxed their way back
to their full length. Now I
prayed, “Please God make it
start up again.”

But it didn’t. Maybe she will
just shake that big head and
stand up? I knew better. This
was bad. I looked up to Tom
sitting on the trailer. He would
know what was going on. Tom
stepped down to the wagon pole
and walked around the side of
Nel. He knelt down beside her.
He patted her shoulder and
rubbed her cheek. He lifted
his head looking away and I
could see tears on his cheek.
“She’s gone.”

I replied, “What? No way.
What is going on?” Tom un-
hooked her harness. He then
unhooked Kit from the eveners
and walked her up in front of
her old friend, then backed
her up, hooked her up to Nel,
and Kit then pulled Nel off her
harness. Just like that, she
was without her work clothes.
I was still working on what in
the world was going on.

The next thing I know, sheis
being hoisted up on the back of

a wrecker truck. She was drug
across the street and with the
winch and hauled up off the
ground by the first crossbar of
the water tower. That’s right,
she was butchered and washed
up right on top of the city’s
water supply. I think this was
years before global warming.

I was to become one of the
butchers. Easy with the hide;
it could bring as much as four
or five dollars. As they cut the
red meat away from this noble
beast, I was given a knife and
told to begin cleaning all the
tripe. Tripe is very high in
protein. I sliced open foot after
foot of intestine and washed
it up. Meanwhile, many tubs
were being filled with dark red
meat. This is wonderful mink
food. It will serve to put a shine
on their fur so that the high
society ladies will pay a little
extra for such a glistening fur
coat. I'm sure they would rath-
er not know where the shine
actually come from.

So that’s it. I was standing
among many tubs of meat and
tripe, a good-sized pile of the
folded hide, and just behind me
the heavy skeletal framework
already being eyed by many
of Oklee’s dogs. I like dogs,
too, but this is not the time.
It is all over in less than two
hours. There was no text to go
with the lesson. Maybe that’s
why I was having such a hard
time comprehending it. Tom
looked at us and said, “That’s
all we can do. I'll take what’s
left of her on my next trip to
the dump.” I just couldn’t get
this worked out. I was raised
to believe that when we die
our spirit or soul is released
and rises to heaven. Well,
Nel most definitely had lots of
spirit and a giant soul, but it
seemed to me at the time that
this all happened so fast that
they might have both landed
in the tubs with the meat. 1
guess | was supposed to save
my grieving for when there was
enough time.

Tom kept the dray-line
going. He had to use his old
pickup for a while and this
really proved to show me the
true value of horses. In the
heat, Tom would have to open
the door, slide behind the
wheel, turn the key, depress
the starter button, step on the
clutch, put the transmission in
gear, release the clutch, and
press on the gas pedal to just
move the pickup a few feet.
Then the process was repeated
in reverse. All this to move
the loaded dray a few feet so
it wouldn’t be such hard work
to unload it. With Kit and Nel
in the harness, the same task
was accomplished by walking
up to the dray, grabbing the
reins, saying, “Kit, Nel, gid-
dup a little bit,” followed by,
“Whoa.” In not too long, Tom
found a replacement to work
beside Kit. They seemed to get
along just fine. The dray-line
stayed in business until 1971
or '72. It was not until 1974
that Oklee Lumber got its first
forklift. That will always be the
most dramatic change to ever
happen for me at Oklee Lum-
ber. No, not the computer, just
plain old simple hydraulics.

Thisis one of my mem-
ories that is truly indelible. It
is etched in my brain and will
be with me as long as I live.
Where exactly do these old film
reels go after you die, I do not
know. I still don’t even get the
two horsepower thing! What I
do know is that I had to grow
up a lot that day.

As for Oklee Lumber, it is
still going. After my mother and
father ran it, I took over. My
two boys both worked there as
soon as they were old enough.
Now since 2004, my son runs
it. And guess what? His oldest
daughter is working there, too.

Senior Site News & Other Things

By Volunteer Iona Berry

This Monday morning I am
typing into a new year. The
years seem to rush by. When
I was still in school, I couldn’t
wait to be in the next grade in
school. It is a trait of everyone
to look forward to the future
and all it does is the same
thing again and again. The
future will always be there.
Life is too short to worry about
something that may not be any
better than what you already
have. Live today and enjoy it.

This morning I had a thin
blanket of snow to greet me.
It is windy too, maybe it will
all blow away. It is winter
and we can expect to see lots
more Snow.

Christmas has come and

gone. I hope everyone received
what you had hoped for. To-
morrow is New Year’s Day.
I like to see the new year
arrive. I know winter will be
soon showing signs of spring.
At least it won’t be the short
days as they have already had
a few days of longer evenings.
Here is my question for you.
The answer will be at the end
of my column. How many inch-
es of snow do the Twin Cities
average annually?
Sedededese
Dates to Remember
January 17: Site Council
meeting at 10 a.m.

January 18: Birthday meal.
Kkefekd

Words of Wisdom

Be proud of your scars, for
they give testimony to battles
faced, fought and won.

Sedededed

When engaged in a conver-
sation and unsure of how to
respond, ask a question.

ek

Joke Time

It was the first day of gar-
dening activities. As ususal
mother took a shovel and gave
her little boy a toy shovel. They
had been digging for quite
some time when little Johnny
looked up to his mother and
said, “Mama, what are we
looking for?”

Quiz answer: Forty-two.

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak 218-698-4296 novakbl@gvtel.com

It has gotten cold and the
predictions are for 25 below for
tonight. Winter storm warn-
ings are out for tonight. Ugh.

The Christmas season
brought many guests for the
Christmas holidays. At Clar-
ence and Dianne Gagners home
over Christmas, Tim and Bren-
da Gagner split their time at
Clarence and Diane’s home and
Leroy and Joyce Christensons
home in Red Lake Falls. They
arrived from Fergus Falls on
the 23rd and left on Christmas
evening.

Stephanie Koralewski of
Maple Plain came to the Gag-
ners on December 23rd and she
left the day after Christmas.

Brittney and Mitch Grunig
of Fargo came on December
24th to visit Clarence and
Dianne Gagner’s and left the
day after Christmas.

Tyler and Lynn Gagner
came to visit with their two
children Kaylen and Nolan,
of Battle Lake, visited with
Clarence and Dianne Gagner
on Christmas day and left on
the 26th

Saturday evening Clarence
and Dianne went to visit with
Karen and Dick Delage of
Brooks. Dick is recuperating
from knee surgery and is
homebound for a short while.

Cindy and Del Determan
went to Slayton to spend
Christmas with her father Paul
Beech. Mike and Cathy DeMars
of thief River Falls also went
to visit Paul Beech.

Brad and Macie Determan
went to visit Paul Beech at
Slayton, Minnesota.

Mark and Nancy Beech
were visited by Cindy and Del
Determan in Slayton during
the Christmas holiday as well.

Pam Paradis hosted her
children and grandchildren for
Christmas Eve at her home.
Those attending were Ryan and
Kelsey Paradis their children
Isabelle, Kingston, and Titan
Paradis. Dane and Chelsey
Kjono and their children Car-
ter and Annika Kjono. Ethan
and Kalie Paradis, Joyce Rock,
Val Walker, Gloria Parenteau,
Lonnie and Kenya Paradis and
children Spencer, Olivia, and

Charlie Paradis. The kids had
fun taking turns to blow out
the candles on Jesus’ birthday
cake after they sang Happy
Birthday to Jesus.

Guests at the Jerome Novak
home on Christmas were Nancy
and Matt Ellenson, their chil-
dren Ian, Phillip, Daphne and
Margaret Ellenson of Warroad,
Minnesota, and Rebecca Novak
of Mankato, Minnesota. They
came on December 21st and the
Ellensons left on the evening
of the 23rd. Rebecca came on
December 21st and left on
December 30.

We hope you New Year will
be full of blessings and good
fortune. Be safe, and with the
weather that is predicted for
tonight I hope you are aware
of being safe in the cold. It
sounds like it will once again
be warm this coming weekend.
But those sundogs in the sky
belie that prediction. Usually
we have two weeks of really
cold weather after such bright
sundogs show up. We will see
if the old wives tale is true.

Plummer News
By Alice Jobe 218-465-4402

Happy New Year to ev-
eryone!

Anne Traxler drove to the
Cities on December 10th, spent
two nights at her brother Har-
old Skreland’s. Then flew to
Savannah, Georgia and went to
Parris Island, South Carolina
to attend a Depot Sergeant
Major Relief and Appointment
ceremony for her son-in-law
William Carter, on the 24th.
William’s mother, Fanny Car-
ter came from Kentucky. His
wife Karen and Son, Xander
came from Virginia. So many of
his friends came from all over
for his promotion. Ann got to
attend a recruit graduation,
which was so emotional watch-
ing all these young people unit-
ing with their families after
“boot camp.” Anne went home
with Karen the 16th and spent
three days in Fredricksburg.
There was so many awesome
sights. She flew out of D.C.
the 19th and spent the night
at her brother’s home again.
And it happened to be his 76th
birthday. So it was special. She
returned on the 20th.

Dianne and Chuck
Cholander, of Coon Rapids,
came Friday night to Anna
DeHates for Christmas. They
went back home Christmas
morning. Bernie DeHate’s,
Steve & Marlene Haugen, and
the grandkid families gathered
at Linda and Marty Hogenson’s
Christmas eve. Anna, Diane
and Chuck also were there.

Becky and Dave Opatz
and son of Kinsey, Montana

This picture has been in the paper many times before. The story above may or may not be about one of these

beautiful horses, but shows Tom Toulouse’s Dray Service with the Oklee Lumber crew.
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came Friday evening to Kar-
en Tvedt’s and gathered with
other family while here. They
left Christmas Day.

Logan and Jenny Wallace
and family of Killdeer, ND
came for Christmas to Roger
and Lynn Gallant’s. Also,
Adam Gallant and boys of
Grand Forks.

Bunny, Jim and Debbie
DuChamp went to Chris and
Bobbie DuChamp’s at Er-
skine on Saturday for an early
Christmas gathering. Bobbie,
Chris and family left later for
Florida where Bobbie’s parents
spend the winter.

Steve and Marcie Kloety and
Bunny were Christmas guests
of Jim and Debbie DuChamp’s.

Alice Jobe went to her broth-
er Jack’s mother-in-law’s home
by Wannaska for Christmas
Day dinner. Marion Moe has a
lovely log home in the woods,
with many rooms and beau-
tifully decorated. There were
about fifteen in all. With lots
of delicious food and Christmas
goodies to eat. They played the
white elephant gift exchange
which was fun and a first

for us. Returning home Alice
stopped at Oakland Park to
bring greetings to Fern Eske-
li, Stoney Skjerven and Irene
Roisland. They were all well.
It was a quick visit as it was
supper time.

Itis the 90 year anniversary
of Richard Byrd’s expedition to
Antarctica. He was a pilot and
went five times to Antarctica.
His dog’s name was “Igloo.” He
was very determined man and
accomplished much.

Wednesday night we got five
inches of fluffy snow and more
is coming. Wind is going to
pick up to about 25 miles per
hour. It doesn’t sound good.
I'm glad I got a warm home
and plenty to eat. Maybe 3-5
inches more of snow.

At the home I was at for
Christmas, before we ate, a
partridge hit the kitchen win-
dow and died from a broken
neck. It was a loud boom. They
thought the meat could be
eaten. Freaky thing to happen.

Stay warm, safe and have a
blessed and happy New Year
in 2019!

SUDOKU

There’s no cost to you!

CALL (855) 439-6734

! We're paid by our partner communities

1 he support you need to find quality
SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

aPlaceforMom.
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.
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