
Vol. 106, Number 47		                                                      www.TriCoCanary.com                                                        Wednesday, July 11, 2018

$1.00
Oklee Precipitation
By Einar Kvasager

		  Rain	 Snow
June 30	 0.01
July 2	 0.13
July 4	 0.86
Total in.	 1.00	 0.00

Calendar of Events
Wed, July 11: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

1:30 p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, July 12:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, July 13:
-LSS Sr. Meals 11:30 

a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, July 14:
-Support your local busi-

ness – Shop Locally!
Sun, July 15:
-Worship at the church 

of your choice. 
Mon, July 16:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
Tue, July 17:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

1:30 p.m. – Cards.
Wed, July 18: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

1:30 p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, July 19: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, July 20:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, July 21:
-Support your local busi-

ness – Shop Locally!
Sun, July 22:
-Worship at the church 

of your choice. 
Mon, July 23:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m. 
Tue, July 24:  
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

1:30 p.m. – Cards
Wed, July 25: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

1:30 p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.

Grace and Brynley Kvasager were entries in 
the Plummer Kiddie Parade.

Tucker Kruchowski is driving his New Holland tractor and 
Logan Kruchowski is driving his John Deere Tractor pulling a 
wagon in the Plummer Kiddie Parade.

Brynlie & Sutton Boespflug participated 
at the Fourth of July Plummer Kiddie 
Parade.

Carter Morales was driving his 
4-wheeler in the Kiddie Parade. Not 
sure who the bike rider is.

Wyatt and Willow Wheat had their 
power wheels all decked out for the 
parade in Plummer.

Fourth of July 
Kiddie Parade

Inga Linder was the Grand Marshall for the Plummer Fourth of July Parade. She 
is 102 years old.

Jerry Skjerven driving one of many unique cars in the Plummer Parade on the 4th 
of July.

Deb Kiel was busy working the crowd across the street 
as her car was driven in the parade at Plummer on the 
4th. She is  visiting with two of the parade watchers. She 
is up for election this fall.

Brent Lindstrom was also busy working the crowd 
as he is running against Deb Kiel this fall. Brent’s wife 
Constance Lindstrom was driving the pickup in the parade.

Lief Hofstad was driving a John Deere Model “110” built 
in 1965. It is a 7 hp tractor with a variable speed drive 
for high speed mowing and low end tilling. It is owned 
by Glenn Hofstad.

Dale Kolseth was driving this 1951 Oliver which is 
diesel powered in the Fourth of July Parade in Plummer.

Bob Shafer is driving a Co-op No. 3 tractor in the 
Plummer Fourth of July Parade. 

Fourth of July 
Plummer Parade

The Plummer Parade on the Fourth of July Look for more pictures in 
the Canary Section.

The American Legion Post #623 from Thief River Falls this year presented the Colors at the opening of the Plummer 4th of July Parade.
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Story to 
Share!

If you have a story or  
photos you want to share, 

please send to: 
okleeherald@gmail.com

Sudoku Solution

info@ktdryersandbins.com
West Fargo: 701.281.9418
Carrington: 701.652.1163

PREMIUM GRAIN
 HANDLING SOLUTIONS

- Commercial Bins - 
- Sweeps -

- Conveyors
- Mixed Flow Dryers -
- Bucket Elevators -
- Steel Buildings -

ATTENTION
RED LAKE COUNTY SMALL BUSINESS AND

POTENTIAL STARTUP ENTERPRISES

The Red Lake County Economic Development Corpo-
ration can help you start your own business or expand 
an existing one. We are here to assist with a five (5) year 
loan for an amount up to $20,000 at 2% APR. The business 
must be located in Red Lake County.

For more information, contact the Red Lake County 
Economic Development home office at 1-218-253-2897.

Or call David Ste. Marie, Red Lake Falls, 218-698-4279; 
Mike Spurgin, Red Lake Falls, 218-465-4648 or Leo Olson, 
Oklee, 218-796-5656.                             O43-43C (2x/mo.)

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat. 

T.H.E. Bus is offering rides 
to the Polk or Clearwater 
County Fairs. On Friday, July 
13th to Fertile 9 to 1 and 
Friday, August 3rd to Bagley 
11 to 3. Pickups in Polk and 
Clearwater Counties. Cost is 
only $10 round trip. You can 
call 1-800-201-3432 for more 
information.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available, allowing those with 
special needs more comfortable, 
safe and convenient method of 
transportation. All of our buses 
are handicapped accessible and 
lift-equipped. All of our drivers 
are trained and certified.

To reserve a seat, please 
call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

The new schedule started 
December 2016. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater county stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every 1st, 3rd, & 5th Wednes-
day – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

Tri-Valley Public  
Transportation 
to the Local Fairs

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128 

Oklee • 218-796-5177  

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Johnson Funeral 
Service, Inc.

Centennial Recipe Corner

WIC SCHEDULE
The Women, Infants and 

Children’s Supplemental Nu-
trition Education Program 
(WIC) is being held the month 
of July 2018.

Infants, children up to the 
age of 5, and women who are 
pregnant or breastfeeding may 
be eligible for the program.  
We are very interested in 
enrolling pregnant women in 
the program.  We feel that the 
prenatal nutrition is a vital 
part of producing a healthy 
baby.  Therefore, it is important 
to apply for WIC early in your 
pregnancy.  We need no proof 
of pregnancy.

All potential clients must 
contact the WIC Program to 
schedule an appointment.

The following is the sched-
ule of WIC Clinics for the 
month of July. July 11, 12 and 
13 at the Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, July 24 at Inter-Coun-
ty Community Council Bldg. 
and there will be no Red Lake 
Falls Clinic.

For further information 
concerning the WIC program, 
call or write WIC Quin, PO Box 
248, Newfolden, MN 56738, 
phone 874-7845 (Newfolden, 
Viking, Middle River, Holt or 
Thief River Falls residents) or 
1-800-223-1591, or e-mail at 
quinchs@wiktel.com. 

North Valley Home Health 
will offer immunizations, den-
tal varnishing & blood lead 
testing at the Newfolden and 
Warren clinics from 9 to 11 
am.   Arrangements should 
be made prior to clinics by 
contacting North Valley Public 
Health.  For more information 
contact North Valley Public 
Health at 218-745-5154 or 
1-800-950-6986.

Red Lake Falls Library News

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Interim SAM Christy 

Klemz 
Sun, July 15: 9:00 Joint 

Service at Zion. Coffee Fellow-
ship to follow.

CATHOLIC PARISHES 
OF OKLEE, GRYGLA & 

GOODRIDGE
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sun, July 15: 7:30 a.m. 
Confessions 8:00 a.m. Mass at 
St. Francis Xavier, Oklee; 10:00 
a.m. St. Ann Parish, Goodridge; 
11:45 a.m. St. Clement Parish, 
Grygla.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Sat, July 14: 5:30 p.m. RLF
Sun, July 15: 8:00 a.m. 

Brooks. 10:00 a.m. RLF.	

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Sun, July 15: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Immanuel. 10:30 
a.m. Worship at Ebenezer.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Bethany–Ekelund–Faith

Pastor Kristen Ostercamp
Sun, July 15:.8:30 a.m. 

Bethany, 9:45 a.m. Ekelund, 
11:00 a.m. Faith

Four Hour Buns
In memory of Beth Skallet

4 cups scalded milk, cooled to 
lukewarm
2 cakes compressed yeast, 
dissolved in a little warm water
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup shortening
2 eggs
1-1/2 tsp salt

Cream sugar and shortening.  Add 
eggs and beat.  Add milk and yeast.  
Add salt and flour.  Do not make 
dough too stiff.  Set in warm place to 
raise for 2 hours.  Bake in moderate 
oven, 15 – 20 minutes.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Sat, July 14: 9:00 a.m. Mt. 
Olive. 

Sun, July 15: 8:00 a.m. St. 
Petri, Oak Park 9:45 a.m., 11:00 
a.m. Nazareth

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Josiah Hoagland, Pastor

Tyler Stynberg, 
Youth Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.
com

Sun, July 15: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship 

Tue, July 17: 9:30 a.m. 
Ladies Bible Study. 10:00 a.m. 
Quilting. 6:30 p.m. Bible Study.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Sun, July 15: 9:00 a.m. 
Lund. 10:30 a.m. Bethany.

Wed, July 18: 2:00 p.m. 
Sand Valley WELCA. 

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Interim Pastor

Sun, July 15: 10:00 a.m. 
Worship

Quin County 
Board Meeting

The Quin County Board 
and Advisory Committee will 
meet on Monday, July 16, 2018 
at 1:00 p.m. at the LifeCare 
Greenbush Manor in Green-
bush. 

The library is open on Tues-
day from Noon until 7:00 pm, 
Wednesday from Noon until 
7:00 pm, Thursday from Noon 
to 5:00 p.m.; Friday from Noon 
until 5:00 pm, and Saturdays 
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. . 
On-line patrons are reminded 
that they can visit www.nwrlib.
org/rlf.htm at any time, where 
they can create their own 
patron accounts to browse, 
request and renew materials 
all from their home computers.

Last week's Summer Read-
ing Program prize winners 
were Elijah Jahn and Conner 
Nelson.

Before you take off for your 
Minnesota outdoor adventures 
this summer, check out a few 
of the guidebooks on the shelf 
at the library, for example: 
"The Best of Itasca: a Guide 
to Minnesota's

July 16-20
Call 796-5666 to order a 
meal.

If you are over the age of 
60 and would like to eat with 
other seniors at the Senior Site, 
please call the Café at 796-5666 
to reserve your meal. A $4.00 
per meal donation is suggested.

Monday: Grilled ham and 
cheese, chili and dessert.

Tuesday:  Pork roast , 
mashed potatoes, gravy, car-
rots and dessert.

Wednesday: Taco on fried 
bread, all the trimmings, salsa, 
sour cream and dessert.

Thursday: 6 Piece shrimp, 
hash browns, mixed vegetables 
and dessert.

Friday: Birthday Meal - 
Chicken fettuccine, coleslaw, 
bread and birthday cake des-
sert.

CITY OF PLUMMER, 
MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF CANDI-
DATE FILLING DATES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the period for filing affidavits 
of candidacy for the office of Mayor 
and City Council shall begin on 
Tuesday, July 31, 2018 and shall 
close at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, August 
14, 2018.

OFFICE TO BE FILLED: One 
(1) Mayoral position which serves a 
two-year term and two (2) Council 
member positions, both of which 
serve a four year term.  All terms 
begin January 1, 2019.

The City of Plummer Offices will 
be voted for at the state general 
election to be held Tuesday, Novem-
ber 06, 2018.

Candidates must file at the office 
of the Plummer City Clerk, 170 Cen-
tral Ave E, Plummer during regular 
business hours: Monday – Thursday 
from 8:00 am – noon. Candidates 
must complete an affidavit of can-
didacy and pay the $2.00 filing fee 
at the time of filing.

Margaret Peterson
Plummer City Clerk/Treasurer
O16-17C

Oldest State Park" by Deane 
Johnson, "50 Circuit Hikes: 
a Stride-by-Stride Guide to 
Northeastern Minnesota" by 
Howard Fenton, "Guide to 
Minnesota Outdoors" by Jim 
Umhoefer, "Hiking Minnesota 
II" by Mary Jo Mosher and 
Kristine Mosher, "Let's Go 
Fishing: Fish Tales from the 
North Woods" by Eric Dregni, 
"Waterfalls of Minnesota's 
North Shore: A Guide for 
Sightseers, Hikers and Roman-
tics" by Eve & Gary Wallinga, 
and "Wild Shore: Exploring 
Lake Superior by Kayak" by 
Greg Breining. Beyond state 
borders, Camping America's 
Guide to "Free and Low-Cost 
Campgrounds" can provide 
information on campgrounds 
$12 and under throughout the 
United States.

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742

Phone

218-796-5157

STATE 
BANK
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PO Box 69     Oklee, MN 56742
Phone 218-796-5157

STATE
BANK

O
16

C

O   nline Banking 

allows you to 

bank with us day or 

night from anywhere 

in the world. You 

can also pay your 

bills online.

Our Online Bill Pay 

is safe, convenient 

and easy-to-use. 

There are no checks 

to write and you 

save time and 

stamps.

For more information about 

the benefits of Online 

Banking or Bill Pay, stop in 

or give us a call.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF 
TOWNSHIPS HAVING NOVEMBER 

ELECTIONS

The dates of filing Affidavits of Candidacy for township offices 
are  Tuesday, July 31, 2018 through Tuesday, August 14, 2018. 
Offices open are Supervisor and Treasurer or Clerk.

Filings may be done at the Clerk’s office at any reasonable 
time. 

Filings close at 5:00 PM on August 14, 2018. Filing fee is 
$2.00.

Red Lake County Township Officers Assn.
Marie Chaput, Secretary     O16-17C

NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR 
ELECTION TO THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF OKLEE
RED LAKE COUNTY 

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for filing affidavits 

of candidacy for the office of Mayor and City Council shall begin 
on Tuesday, July 31, 2018, and shall close at 5:00 o’clock p.m. 
on Tuesday, August 14, 2018.

The general election shall be held on Tuesday, November 6, 
2018. At that election, two (2) members will be elected to the 
Council for terms of four (4) years each, and one (1) member 
will be elected as Mayor for a term of two (2) years.

Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the Clerk’s Office 
301 Main St, Oklee, MN.  The filing fee for this office is $2. A 
candidate for this office must be an eligible voter, must be 21 
years of age or more on assuming office, must be a resident of 
the City of Oklee which the candidate seeks election for thirty 
(30) days before the general election, and must have no other 
affidavit on file for any other office at the same primary or next 
ensuing general election.

The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in the office of the 
City Clerk and the filing fee paid prior to 5:00 o’clock p.m. on 
August 14, 2018.

BY ORDER OF THE CITY OF OKLEE.
CITY CLERK     Derek Cross                     R16C

PULLED PORK ON A BUN
CHIPS .... SODA .... 
WATER .... COFFEE

ICE CREAM AND 
HOMEMADE TREATS.

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 

56742

STATE 
BANK

Phone

218-796-5157

PICNIC

PLEASE JOIN 

SECURITY STATE BANK 
FOR OUR

We Appreciate You!!

THURSDAY, JULY 12TH, 2018
4:00 - 6:00

O
14

-1
6C

O15-16C

Red Lake County 
Free Car/Pickup Tire Recycling 

Saturday, July 14, 2018
Red Lake County Environmental Services 

will be accepting car and pickup tires on Sat-
urday July 14, 2018 from 8am-Noon.  The tires 
are not being accepted if still attached to the 
rims.  We are not accepting implement, semi/tractor, or tractor 
tires.  This is just for car and pickup tires.

Each household is allowed to dispose of, free of charge, 
20 car and or pickup tires.  This is for Red Lake County Resi-
dents only.  The tires will be collected at a temporary one time 
collection site.  The site is located three miles north of Brooks, 
MN on the East side of State Highway 59, on property near the 
cell phone tower.  For more information you can call Kurt at the 
Environmental Office: 218-253-4121 or by Cell: 218-791-5776. 

Kerr hired as
Bagley principal

The Bagley School district 
has a new principal. Anthony 
Kerr has been a principal at St. 
Mary’s Mission School in Red 
Lake and at Northome High 
School. He is a graduate of 
Bemidji State University and 
Concordia University in St. 
Paul. He lives with his wife and 
two children in Bemidji.

Confused Brothers
Band to perform

Confused Brothers Band to 
perform Legend on Lomond 
Concert Series at Farm By The 
Lake on July 15  4:00 pm. It 
will be held rain or shine. Free 
and Open to the Public

The group started with the 
brothers Chad and Luke Ho-
fland, writing songs and playing 
in different groups that eventu-
ally led to the current lineup.

So feel free to bring your own 
lawn chairs, some folders pro-
vided, and enjoy the outdoors 
with the Confused Brothers 
funky new sound.

Music Jamboree 
 A Music Jamboree of Coun-

try & Country-Gospel Music 
will be held at Cornerstone Res-
idence, 30 Sunset Ave. NwW. 
in Bagley. on Sunday,July 15th 
from 1:00-4:30. 

Everyone is welcome!
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The RLCC Summer Recreation cadets won their first game of the year against Fertile while playing at the Fosston Softball Complex.

RLCC School 
Legal

NOTICE OF FILING 
DATES FOR 

ELECTION TO THE 
SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 2906

RED LAKE COUNTY 
CENTRAL SCHOOLS

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the period for filing affidavits of can-
didacy for the office of school board 
member of Independent School 
District No. 2906 shall begin on 
Tuesday, July 31, 2018, and shall 
close at 5:00 o’clock p.m. on Tues-
day, August 14, 2018.

The general election shall be held 
on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. At 
that election, three (3) members will 
be elected to the School Board for 
terms of four (4) years each, and 
one (1) member will be elected to 
the School Board for a term of two 
(2) years.

Affidavits of Candidacy are avail-
able from the school district clerk at 
201 Governor St, Oklee, MN and at 
260 Minnesota Street, Plummer, MN. 
The filing fee for this office is $2. A 
candidate for this office must be an 
eligible voter, must be 21 years of 
age or more on assuming office, 
must have been a resident of the 
school district from which the can-
didate seeks election for thirty (30) 
days before the general election, 
and must have no other affidavit on 
file for any other office at the same 
primary or next ensuing general 
election.

The affidavits of candidacy must 
be filed in the office of the school 
district clerk and the filing fee paid 
prior to 5:00 o’clock p.m. on August 
14, 2018.

BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL 
BOARD

School District Clerk
O16-17C

Junior Golf 
Tournament

There will be a Junior 
Golf Tournament held at Oak 
Knolls Golf Course in Red Lake 
Falls on Monday, July 23rd. 

Tee off time is at 9:00 
a.m. with a Shotgun Start. 
Hundreds of dollars in prizes 
have been donated by area 
businesses. 

Entry fee is based on num-
ber of holes:

Boys: (4 age groups)
15-17 18 holes
13-14 18 holes
11-12 18 holes
10 and under 9 holes.
Girls: (number of entries 

will determine age brackets.
Medal Play in all age groups. 

Prizes and trophies awarded. 
Registration preferred by 

noon on Sunday, July 22 but 
may still register the morning 
of the 23rd before 8:45 a.m.

For more information or to  
register, contact Steve Phil-
ion at 218-253-2499 or email: 
sphilion@rlfedu.org.

This event is co-sponsored 
by the Holy Family Knights 
of Columbus Chapter of Red 
Lake Falls for the benefit of 
the youth of the area.

More Plummer 4th of July Photos

The American Legion of Thief River Falls joined in on the parade fun in Plummer.

Plummer’s Fire and Rescue attended the parade on the Fourth of July, they are always a hit with the kids when they honk their horns and 
let off their sirens.

Back L-R:  Rodger Quist, James Lillo, Charles Seeger, Leslie Hofstad, David Melby, Kenneth Tvedt, Martin Johnson, and Donald Berg. Row three 
L-R:  James Asselin, Alyce Turgeon, Verona (Nelson) Gardiner, Marie (Hince) Bohlke, Sharon (Tasa) Johnson, Charles Davis, JoAnn (Boucher) 
Benson, and Bonnie (Radniecki) Berg. Row two L-R:  Barbara (LaJambe) Knutson, Marie (Bourque) VanVooren, Judy (Asselin) Aaknes, Barbara 
(Christoferson) Knutson, Loretta (Lundeen) Syrtveit, Beverly (Moen) Bakken, Barbara (Fore) Swenson, Elizabeth (Bachand) Rolfson, and Marcella 
(Christianson) Offerdahl. Front floor L-R:  Loren Mathson, Vincent Dessellier, and Engval “Bud” Christoferson.

Twenty eight members from 
the original 44 members (11 are 
deceased) of the Oklee High 
School class of 1958 gathered 
on June 30 at the Oklee Cafe 
for their 60th reunion.  

An evening of catching up, 
sharing a meal at the Oklee 
Cafe, and lots of storytelling 
brought many smiles to those 
attending.  On Sunday mem-
bers gathered again, visiting 
the Tri-Rivers Museum in 
Plummer and  Oklee Quilting.  
Classmate Loretta Syrtveit 
was a former owner of Oklee 
Quilting.  Tri Rivers Museum 
brought back many memories 
of growing up,  from the wood 
kitchen range, to the Plummer 
gas station and all the things 
one could buy at a hardware 
store.  

With many classmates stay-
ing at the Oklee Inn, a picnic 
lunch was catered there.  On 
Monday those still in town 
gathered for breakfast at the 
Oklee Cafe before heading 
home.  Everyone had such a 
good time they decided to have 
another reunion in 5 years.

Class of 1958 Holds 60th Reunion

Summer Rec. Youth Baseball
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Oklee Herald Early Files Senior Site News & Other Things
By Volunteer Iona Berry

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe      
218-465-4402

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Who’s Dat?
family.

Last weeks photo was 
of Harold Cyr standing on 
the streets of Oklee before 
they had been tarred. You 
can see the muddy roads 
behind him.

Everyone has a photo or 
two that would be great for 
this column. Please share 
them with our readers as it 
is one of most popular col-
umns of the Oklee Herald. 

If you email a photo, 
please scan at 300 dpi (high 
quality) if you can. You 
can email to okleeherald@
gmail.com. 

If you mail a photo to 
the Oklee Herald office, 
please enclose a self address 
stamped envelope so the 
photos can be returned. 
Mail  them to: Oklee Herald, 

PO Box 9, Oklee MN 56742 
Or stop by the office and I  
will scan your photo while 
you wait.

Who’s Dat
This weeks photo is of 

a  couple that lived in the 
Oklee area and had a large 

Seventy Years Ago
July 8, 1948
Miss Virginia Parsley be-

came the bride of James Oman 
at a single ring ceremony in 
Trinity Church.

The barn on the Chris 
Brown farm two miles south 
of Brooks was destroyed by a 
fire after being hit by lightning. 
The fire spread to a granary 
which was also destroyed. 
Five young calves perished in 
the barn.

Kenneth Haugen, 11, died 
of accidental strangulation 
while playing in a granary at 
the farm home of his mother 
and foster father, Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Yergens. The boy 
and his brother had rigged a 
playhouse on the rafters of a 
granary where they lounged, 
reading magazines and play-
ing. They had an old bed spring 
on the rafters and apparently 
the boy fell through the spring, 
becoming entangled with a 
rope which caused his death.

A daughter was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Selmer Christianson 
of Oklee.

The East Polk County Fair 
in Fosston opened up for the 
weekend with 11 rides, 8 shows 
and about 40 stands.

Sixty Years Ago
July 10, 1958
Roger E. Piehl, superinten-

dent of schools at Plummer, 
resigned to take a similar po-
sition in Karlstad, Minnesota.

The Laniel Store in Brooks 
was sold to Ronald Paradis 
who owned and operated a 
grocery store in that village. 
Ralph Laniel, who had owned 
and operated the Laniel Store 
and Brooks post office, was 
to build a new post office in 
conformance with government 
specifications on the lot to the 
south of the Paradis building.

Larry and Rodney Myhre, 
Dicky and David Mandt, 
Danny Bruggeman and Mike 
Gagner helped Dennis Hyde 
celebrate his 12th birthday.

A surprise party honoring 
Mr. and Mrs. Ole Gunderson on 
their 25th wedding anniversary 
was held at their home north 
of Oklee.

Pvt. Julian Gunderson of 
this community, arrived in 
Alaska where he was sta-
tioned with the 23rd Infantry.                                                                                                                                        
   Fifty Years Ago

July 11 1968
The graduating class of 1948 

of Oklee High School held its 
20 year reunion at Toupin’s 
in Brooks with a social hour 
from 6 to 7 and a dinner at 7.

M i n n e s o t a  r e c e i v e d 
$696,199 in federal aid funds 
for fish and wildlife projects. 
The funds came from federal 
excise taxes collected from 
manufacturers, importers and 
producers of certain types of 
hunting and fishing equip-
ment. A total of $22,100,000 
was being distributed to the 
50 states.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Dufault 
of Oklee were honored on the 
occasion of their 40th wedding 
anniversary at a gathering in 
Minneapolis.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Thibert, 
Brooks, announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, 
Bonaventure Immaculotta to 
Gary Abbott, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Monroe Abbott, 
Kimball, Minnesota.

There was a huge crowd 
at the 4th of July festivities 
in Plummer. A special parade 
feature was the appearance 
of the Winnipeg Bagpipers. 
There was also a horse show, 
fireworks, a dance, and Miss 
Dianne Keefe was crowned 

“Miss Plummer”.
The action officers of the Ok-

lee Farmers Union Local met 
to discuss gun control laws. A 
legislation was discussed and 
completed, a letter was sent 
to Rep. Odin Langen from the 
action group to ask his support 
to extend the 1965 Agricultural 
Act for four more years.

Forty Years Ago
July 6, 1978
 Dr. Ahmad Nakib began 

practice in the Red Lake Falls 
Clinic. He had taken courses 
at the University of Minneso-
ta and the Mayo Clinic. He 
was board certified in general 
surgery and had a Ph. D. in 
surgery from the University of 
Minnesota and the Mayo Clin-
ic, he also did family practice.

Darrin Tougas made his 
coach, Charlie Bishop, and 
teammates very proud as he 
took first place in the National 
AAU Wrestling completion in 
Norman, Oklahoma.

Arnstein’s Orchestra from 
Norway played to a large 
enthusiastic crowd in Oklee. 
Everyone enjoyed listening 
and dancing to the Scandina-
vian Old Time and American 
Country Western.

Dave Sheats became the 
new manager of “Melby’s Store” 
in downtown Oklee. He was a 
native of Lock Haven, Penn-
sylvania and had resided in 
Phoenix, Arizona.

Marine Private First Class 
James W. Lundy, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James W. Lundy Sr. 
of Plummer, reported for duty 
with the Third Marine Division 
on Okinawa.

Sergeant Charles T. Stroup 
assumed recruiting duty for 
this area following the depar-
ture of Sergeant First Class 
Dave Joppru.

Birthday greetings were 
brought to Marie Hofstad. A 
potluck dinner was served 
and many lovely useful gifts 
were given.

Thirty Years Ago
July 6, 1988
Steven Haugen became the 

Red Lake County Sheriff’s De-
partment Deputy. He lived in 
and graduated from Plummer 
in 1978. He then attended 
Northland Community College 
in Thief River Falls, and spe-
cialized in Law Enforcement.

Jim and Kathy Dulka an-
nounced their engagement of 
their daughter, Jeanne, to Jon 
S. Lindquist. He was the son of 
Doc and Joan Lindquist.

The Annual Community 
Club picnic was held at the 
John and Lori Melby home. 
Potluck with mean, buns, and 
refreshments were provided by 
the Community Club.

A birthday party was held 
at St. Joseph’s Church honor-
ing Louise Mercil on her 85th 
birthday. The basement was 
decorated with white balloons 
and crepe paper and Happy 
Birthday posters made by Mary 
Jane Paradis.

Ruth Olson was happy to 
announce the birth of her 12th 
great grandchild, a little girl 
named “Hollyann Lorraine”, 
born at the hospital in Grand 
Rapids.

Twenty Years Ago
July 8, 1998
The Garnes Township held 

its 100th birthday celebration 
at the Don and Alma Stenberg 
farm. A short program was 
presented with a pork roast 
that followed.

After six months, owners of 
the Oklee Café, MaryLou and 
Steve Schmidt, decided they 
would no longer have the café 
in Oklee. Eileen Olson’s son 

Steven, decided it would be a 
perfect time to return to his 
hometown of Oklee and do 
what he had always wanted 
to do – be in the restaurant 
business. They applied for the 
business and were accepted by 
the City of Oklee.

Marcella Melby of Oklee, re-
ceived a departmental achieve-
ment award from Bemidji State 
University. Melby, a senior 
math major, received an award 
as the Outstanding Mathemat-
ics Education Student.

Jim Reinbold of rural Oklee 
aced a hole #1 at the Pine Crest 
Golf Course in Vancouver, WA. 
It was 70 yards and Teinbold 
used a pitching wedge. Wit-
nesses were Dave Olson, West 
Fargo; Brian Lundeen, Moor-
head; Craig Johnson and David 
Hewitt both of Vancouver, WA.

A total of 64 people volun-
teered to donate blood, and 57 
were able to give during Oklee’s 
blood drive. Nancy Magnell and 
Toni Knutson cocoordinated 
the drive, and the Oklee Fire 
Wives sponsored and assisted 
with recruiting donors, pub-
licity, and registering donors.

Ten Years Ago
July 2, 2008
Father Antony Fernando 

had been reassigned in the 
diocese and left the parishes 
of Red Lake Falls and Brooks. 
He moved onto St. Phillip’s 
in Bemidji. He was given a 
farewell from the parish of 
St. Joseph’s I Brooks and was 
given a cash donation for his 
trip which he was to take to 
India to visit his family.

Over 500 people attended 
the 2008 Breakfast on the 
Farm. The annual event was 
held at the Bennett Osmonson 
and Brian Olson Farm North-
east of Fosston.

The monthly Country Music 
Jam Session was to be held 
at the Embassy Community 
Center in Fosston. All country 
musicians were welcome to 
attend and present a sampling 
of their music. There was no 
charge of music and all who 
enjoyed a variety of country 
music were welcome to attend.

Army Specialist Ryan Soto, 
who had been stationed in 
Afghanistan was wounded 
in an attack on a military 
convoy by Taliban militants. 
Soto was driving the army’s 
latest armored vehicle called 
an MRAP (or Mine Resistant 
Ambush Protected) when the 
convoy he was traveling with 
was attacked.

An expansion project on the 
Tri River Pioneer Museum had 
been worked on for the past two 
weeks and was to be ready for 
covering the crowd on the 4th 
of July for their meal.

Bonny’s Bits... 
okleeherald@gmail.com

Summer is here and ev-
eryone should be enjoying the 
nice temperatures while we 
have them. Soon we will be 
all complaining about the cold. 
Seems that is our nature. 

It has been a busy time in 
Oklee with a couple of Class 
Reunions happening lately. 
During the Red Lake County 
Fair, the Class of 1962 held 
their 56th class reunion. And 
the following week the Class 
of 58 held their reunion with a 
good turnout of fellow students. 
They were busy visiting for 
many days across the hallway 
from my office for their official 
dinner and then for a number 
of breakfasts. 

It is hateful when the Fourth 
of July is on a Wednesday, but 
we all seem to make it work. 
Just have to stick closer to 
home and enjoy the day to 
celebrate America’s birthday. 
Many go to the lakes, many go 
to local celebrations and some 
just stay home and relax.  

Here is something from my 
email. Enjoy!

Actual sentences found 
in patients hospital charts. 
There are priceless.

The patient has been de-
pressed since she began seeing 
me in 1993.

Healthy appearing decrepit 
69 year-old male, mentally 
alert but forgetful.

The patient refused au-
topsy.

The patient has no previous 
history of suicides.

Patient has left white blood 
cells at another hospital.

Between you and me, we 
ought to be able to get this 
lady pregnant

On the second day the knee 
was better, and on the third it 
disappeared.

She is numb from her toes 
down.

She stated that she had been 
constipated for most of her life, 
until she got a divorce.

Patient has chest pain if 
she lies on her left side for 
over a year.

Patient has two teenage 
children, but no other abnor-
malities.

A birthday party for Jean 
Carpenter was held at the 
Plummer Hall on Saturday, 
June 30th. Jean was 94 on 
Friday, the 29th. Some of 
those that came were Merle 
and Don Gagner of Maple Bay, 
Lyle Carpenter of Bagley, Gary 
and Joan Carpenter of Lake 
George, Cindy Thomas of Man-
hattan, KS, Nancy Peterson 
of Thief River Falls, Kim and 
Minette Carpenter of Hawley, 
Russ Carpenter, Judy Kelley 
and many friends, also Jean’s 
grandkids and great grandkids. 
Lunch was served. BBQ’s, hot 
soup, salads, coffee and choice 
of cake or cupcakes. It was a 
very nice celebration.

Ken and Marilyn Tvedt of 
Renshalle, MN, were guest of 
Karen Tvedt from Thursday 
‘til Tuesday.

Les Hoystad’s class reunion 
was the 30th of June. They were 
Oklee graduates and toured 
the museum here and really 

enjoyed it.
Rich and Bonnie Greenwald 

came Monday before the 4th. 
Their daughter, Nora Ben-
shoof, also of White Bear Lake, 
came later.

Roger Skjerven went to 
Park River, North Dakota for 
the 4th. His family lived there 
when he was growing up. 

Plummer had a wonderful 
4th celebration. There was a 
5K walk or run at 8 a.m. The 
parade was at 11 a.m. One of 
the highlights was the 1922 re-
stored fire truck. It was driven 
by Ray Vigstol. Plummer had 
a large crowd. There was also 
a car show on Main Street, 
flea market in the park and 
several vendors for food. At 
2 p.m. the Legion had a huge 
crowd to play bingo. It was a 
warm day, but it could have 
been much hotter. We were 
very lucky.

Alice Jobe went to Green-
bush and watched the parade 

with her brother, Gerald Ku-
kowski and wife Lorraine, Max, 
Ashley, Leo, and Jen Duray of 
Greenbush. The parade was 
good and quite long. It started 
at 10 a.m. afterwards at the 
hall, there was a lunch of hot 
dogs, BBQ’s, chips, cookie and 
coffee. She also visited with 
Loren and Mike Kukowski of 
Badger.

There were a fair amount 
of firework before and on the 
4th here in Plummer.

This 4th was the 242nd 
birthday of America.

In a Houston hospital about 
a week ago there were 48 ba-
bies born within 2 days! Some 
of the in the nursery had the 
blue or red neck scarves on 
(cowboy-like). It was so cute.

We got enough rain for a 
while. It was an inch and seven 
tenths in two days. Some towns 
got very heavy rain fall. Have 
a good week.

The 4th of July has come 
and gone. It was quiet in Oklee, 
but I did see fireworks from my 
window. Trail had a beautiful 
array of colors. Thanks for 
sharing them with everyone.

This week I was busy with 
my Class Reunion at Fosston. 
It was fun to see a few of my 
classmates who live at or near 
Fosston. We took part in the 
parade. We didn’t have a float 
but we did have two cars with 
lots of decoration and our 
class of ’44 on both of them. 
There were seven of us in the 
parade. The parade was led 
by a car of a 103 year former 
student at Fosston. Our class 
was the next oldest class who 
took part in the parade. One 
of our classmates came from 
Washington State to take part 
in the parade. There were 56 

in our class, but many were 
unable to attend the reunion. 
Oklee class of 78 had a reunion 
this weekend also. Don is a 
member of that class. I hav-
en’t heard much about it as I 
haven’t talked to any of them.

It was a very quick shower 
we had this morning. My gauge 
showed one half inch came 
down in a short time plus it 
has been showery all day. The 
humidity is very high with 
these little showers.

*****
Dates To Remember
July 19 – Site Council Meets 

10 a.m.
July 20 – Birthday Meal

*****
Words of Wisdom
When you’re in the presence 

of greatness, shut up and listen.

Laugh more, frown less.
*****

Joke Time
During cross-examination, 

a slightly unsure witness to a 
car crash kept saying things 
like “I think the light was 
yellow” or “I think it was still 
raining.” The cross-examining 
lawyer interrupted, saying de-
risively, “We don’t care what 
you think. What do you know?” 
The harried witness paused for 
a moment and then replied, 
“Then I may as well leave the 
witness stand. Since I’m not 
a lawyer, I can’t talk without 
thinking.”

Lawyer: Do you wish to chal-
lenge any of the jury members?

Defendant: Well, I think I 
could lick that little guy on 
the end!

Thank you to all who make 
our holidays so much fun. 
Those who head up committees 
for the 4th of July festivities 
are all working people who 
take the extra time to make 
our experience pleasant and 
enjoyable. The parade in Plum-
mer was really a good one this 
year, and it was very diverse. 
We liked seeing the different 
entries in the parade, and no-
ticed that the civic pride was 
evident again this year. It was 
also noticeable in the Warroad 
Parade, because we saw that 
one too on the 4th. It seems 
these people put their very best 
foot forward no matter where 
you go, and it shows. Thank 
all of you again for your extra 
efforts.  

Red White and blue stars 
and stripes decorated the 
tables and plates at Clarence 

Gagner’s surprise birthday 
party on Saturday. Clare’s sis-
ter, Mary Lou Cyr of Grafton, 
North Dakota, Helen Cyr and 
Danny LaHaise also of Grafton 
came to help him celebrate 
and Clare’s grand-daughter-
in-law, Allyson of Chandler 
Arizona also attended the 
party. Clare’s brother Poncho 
and Char Gagner came to cele-
brate even though he was busy 
this past weekend with his 50 
class reunion. Dianne’s sister 
Arlene Berry of East Grand 
Forks, Stephanie Koralewski of 
Maple Plain, Clare’s daughter 
attended as well as son Tim and 
Brenda Gagner of Fergus Falls, 
and Clare’s grandson Tyler and 
Lynn of Battle Lake, Brittney 
and Mitch of West Fargo also 
came to help him celebrate. 
Leroy and Joyce Christianson 

of Red Lake Falls, and many 
other family and friends were 
there to ring in a 75th year 
for Clarence. Happy Birthday 
to you Clare, may you have 
many more.  

Mary Schindler is finally 
home from surgery and rehab. 
She is glad to be able to get 
fresh air and walk around a 
bit. Hope your recovery will 
be quick.  

Jerome and Barb Novak 
attended the parade at Plum-
mer on the 4th of July, and 
then went to visit with Nancy 
and Matt Ellenson at Warroad 
where they took in the parade 
there as well. All in all it was 
a great day for traveling to and 
from Warroad.  

Enjoy your week. It will be 
hot but not as many showers 
is the forecast. We will see.

Curtis and Paul Qualley were part of the parade in Plummer on the 4th, with their 
identical cars.


