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City of Oklee met on June 12, 
2017 at 6:00 p.m. in the Oklee 
Café. All council members were 
present: George Burthwick, 
Matthew Genova, Paul Cyr, 
Kaye Munt and Lori Melby. 
And Derek Cross (City Clerk).

V i s i t o r s  w e r e :  T o n i 
Burthwick, JoAnn Hamm, 
Jackie Cross and her daughter, 

Gale Schmitz (accountant), 
Brady Grove, Sheriff Mitch 
Bernstein, Deputy Casey 
Roisland, and Darrell Tougas 
(Maintenance).

Right before the meeting 
Genova handed out copies of the 
Incident report he filed with the 
Sheriff’s Department in regard 
to being called nasty names by 
the City Clerk Derek Cross.

At 6:02 p.m. Mayor George 
Burthwick called the meeting 
to order. 

Minutes were presented for 
approval. Genova brought to 
attention the last paragraph 
where Cross called Genova an 
“idiot” and that Cross called 
him a nasty word in the City 
Clerk’s office, which brought 
about the complaint being filed. 
Genova left the office, and came 
back with Burthwich, and Cross 
continued to called him a nasty 
word. Genova said Cross has to 
follow the rules – code of ethics. 

Cyr said this should not be 
part of the minutes, Melby said 
we need to approve the minutes. 
Melby made a motion to accept 
the minutes with no changes, 
Cyr seconded. Carried.

Financial report was given 
by Gale Schmitz, from Gale 
Schmitz, LTD. First Schmtz 
went through April’s report as 
it wasn’t available last month. 
Genova had a question about 
the water bills. There is a 
cumulation of past due bills 
totaling approx. $10,000. The 
City does turn them over to 
Delinquent Taxes but that 
takes many years before it 
comes back to the city, we 
need to find a better solution. 
Genova went on to say, the City 
must get after people for past 
due bills. Burthwick said the 
City follows the rules. Genova 
pointed out that the City does 
have ordinances – shutting off 
water, charging for mowing 
lawns, the City needs to address 
this. Burthwick said the City is 
getting better. Cyr suggested 
going line by line at another 
meeting. The April Financials 
were approved with a motion 
and carried.

The May Financials were 
next and Cyr had a question 
for Schmitz on Account for 
Doubtful, if that is what Genova 
is talking about, past due 
accounts, and Schmitz said 
the auditors use that for such 
accounts and it given as a 
adjustment. Genova asked if 
we had extra funds, can we use 
it to pay off other debts, and 
Schmitz said the City can, but 
it can cause restrictions in the 
future. It is good to have some 
extra funds. Schmitz said the 
City of Oklee is in good financial 
shape. A motion to accept the 
May Financials was made and 
approved.

Sheriff Mitch Bernstein 
reported that the nuisance 
property has been taken care 
of and the case has been 
dismissed. There has been 
some dog drama on Bourden 
Street. Five meth arrests 

has been made in Red Lake 
County, but none in of them 
were in Oklee. The Sheriff’s 
Department has created a 
Facebook page since it worked 
so well catching the burglars 
from the Plummer Legion 
burglary. Genova asked if a 
Neighborhood Watch program 
was in Red Lake County and 
Bernstein said no, and in small 
towns, most neighbors watch 
neighbors already. 

Bernstein also said Genova 
had called the sheriff’s office 
and paper work was filed, it 
is closed. It is up to the City 
what is wants to do with it. 
Internal needs to be done in 
the City would be an option. 
Cross said he wanted his side 
also reported to Bernstein. 

Burthwick mentioned that 
he had checked out back alleys 
and has a list of properties that 
need to be fixed up. Letters will 
be sent out.

S c h o o l  P a r k i n g  w a s 
discussed next. The School 
is requesting permission to 
remove the sidewalk on the 
east side of the school to be 
replaced with more roadway/
parking. The City is concerned 
about the curb and gutter not 
being included in the quote 
and it needs to address curbs 
and gutters for drainage. The 
council didn’t think the school 
would gain any space for 
parking and the road would 
still be narrow. Trucks are 
not supposed to park on that 
street and it is posted. The City 
Council said the will approve 
the schools plan only if it 
addresses curbs and gutters. 
Cyr, Burthwick will to go the 
School and discuss this with 
Superintendent. Genova made 
a motion, Munt seconded to 
approve changes with curb and 
gutter added. Carried.

City Maintenance person, 
Darrel Tougas reported to the 
Council that the pumps had 
been serviced, ponds have been 
drained and may need to drain 
once more to get to the sludge 
issue, so it can be removed. 
Tougas has been busy spraying 
weeds around the town. Melby 
mentioned the Tennis Court 
need to either be fixed or 
removed, in her opinion. It is 
used for basketball by locals.

Other items mentioned to 
Tougas were if the Truck has 
been sold on bids (no), the new 
mower (is it here, no), swing 
set put up in new location (get 
help, it has taken too long). 
Also, discussion on the street 
in front of the Baker property, 
needs to be fixed. Requested bid 
be gotten when the school does 
their street work. Also, the fire 
hydrant by the fertilizer plant 
needs to be fixed. If help is 
needed, contact a person on the 
list. Added to the discussion was 
that someone is interested in 
the old sweeper. Did the City 
want to sell it? Yes.

Building Permits and the 
pricing was brought up and 
the way it is currently set up 
was not understood by the 
Council, so it will be discussed 
at the next meeting with the 
numbers. If free lots were 
given, should there be a flat 
rate for a building permit was 
the original question.

The Park Project through the 
EcoFootprint grant was next 
with bids for a picnic shelter. 
The bids for the physical 
building were from Scitus and 
Vettleson. The bids were for 
$9,100 and $9,400 respectively. 

Genova asked if the bidders 
should have the license # 
attached and they should be 
stamped. Especially since the 
Scitus bidder is Cross’s son-in-
law. There could be a conflict 
of interest without safe guards. 
The Council said they will be 
stamped in the future to insure 
there is no conflict. The bid was 
accepted by the low bid and 
Scitus was awarded the bid 
with a motion by Cyr, seconded 
by Melby, carried.

Jacke Cross was asked to 
leave at this point for calling 
Genova names by Council 
person Cyr.

The bids for electrical was 
from E & E Electric. The bid 
was accepted by the council.

The Sundrud Sign is in, 
waiting for Gopher to mark the 
area, then it will be installed. 
Other subjects mentioned was a 
possible dump tank for campers 
at the park, how much camper 
rent, and hookups. If the dock 
has been ordered.

The meeting was adjourned 
with a motion by Melby, 
seconded by Munt.

During Market Day last year Scott Sundrud and Jack 
Sundrud were presented with the honor of naming the 
Oklee North Park, the "Omar Sundrud Memorial Park". 
This is the new sign that is now in the park. 

Marie started her internship 
with the Oklee Herald on 
Tuesday, June 6th, and will 
be on the job until mid-August. 
She will be a part of the 2017 
Pohlad Internship Program. 
This year marks the 13th year 
the Pohlad Family Foundation 
has generously funded summer 
internships for high school-
aged students as part of its 
Summer Youth Employment 
Program. 

As the Herald intern, Marie 
will be working part-time 
at 20 hours a week for 10 
consecutive weeks. Her duties 
will include office hours and 
attending/covering community 
happenings to include in each 
weekly paper. Marie already 
has experience writing stories 
and taking photos, so she was 
a perfect fit for the summer 
intern position.

Marie will be a junior at 
Red Lake County Central 
High School in Oklee. Marie is 
involved in basketball, she is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society. She is taking online 
college classes during the school 
year in addition to her regular 
school work. Her future plans 
are to go to college to become 
a teacher. 

She loves to go camping 
and fishing with her family. 
She enjoyed taking pictures, 
especially outdoor photography.

Marie is the daughter of 
Jeff and Pam Johnson. Her 
grandparents are George 
Johnson and John and Jane 
Klasen. 

You will soon see her out and 
about around town representing 
the newspaper. Make sure you 
stop and say hello. 

Meet the new Oklee Herald 
intern, Marie Johnson

Oklee Precipitation
By Einar Kvasager
		  Rain	 Snow
June 17	 0.09
June 18	 Trace
June 20	 0.01
June 21	 Trace
June 22	 Trace
Total in.	 0.10	 0.00

Don Stenberg, member 
of the American Legion, 
raising the flag at the 
opening ceremony of the 
Red Lake County Fair.  

(Left): Sydney Melby sang 
the National Anthem at the 
Opening Ceremony of the 
Fair. 

(Down to left): American 
Legion members saluting 
after the flag had been risen 
and while Melby sang the 
National Anthem. 

The American Legion presented the Colors at the opening ceremony. (L to R) Front: 
Einar Kvasager, Ganger, Hofstad, and Don Stenberg. Back: Commander Rick Dulka, 
John Lerhol, and Don Brown. 

Red Lake County Fair Opens 115th Year

Sundrud Park Upgrades Discussed

Calendar of Events 
Wed, June 28: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, June 29: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, June 30:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, July 1:
-Support  your local 

business – Shop Locally!
Sun, July 2:
-Worship at the church 

of your choice. 
Mon, July 3:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m. 
Tue, July 4: 
Happy Fourth of July
Wed, July 5: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, July 6: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, July 7:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, July 8:
-Support  your local 

business – Shop Locally!
Sun, July 9:
-Worship at the church 

of your choice. 
Mon, July 10:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m. 
Tue, July 11:
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Cards
-LSS Sr. Evening Meal 

5:00 p.m.
Wed, July 12: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Bridge.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, July 13:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
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Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
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Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Johnson Funeral 
Service, Inc.

Story to 
Share!

If you have a story or 
photos you want to 

share, 
please send to: 

okleeherald@gmail.com

ATTENTION
RED LAKE COUNTY SMALL BUSINESS AND

POTENTIAL STARTUP ENTERPRISES

The Red Lake County Economic Development Corpo-
ration can help you start your own business or expand 
an existing one. We are here to assist with a five (5) year 
loan for an amount up to $20,000 at 2% APR. The business 
must be located in Red Lake County.

For more information, contact the Red Lake County 
Economic Development home office at 1-218-253-2897.

Or call David Ste. Marie, Red Lake Falls, 218-698-4279; 
Mike Spurgin, Red Lake Falls, 218-465-4648 or Leo Olson, 
Oklee, 218-796-5656.                             O43-43C (2x/mo.)

Red Lake Falls Library News

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available, allowing those 
with special needs a safe and 
convenient transportation. All 
of our buses are handicapped 
accessible and lift-equipped. 
All of our drivers are trained 
and certified.

Tri-Valley Public Transportation
To reserve a seat, please 

call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater county stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every  1 st,  3 rd,  &  5 th 
Wednesday – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

Sudoku Solution

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 

56742

STATE 
BANK

Phone

218-796-5157

TACOS IN A BAG .... 
SODA ...

COFFEE ... 
WATER ...

ICE CREAM ...
& 

HOMEMADE GOODIES

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR...

PICNIC
THURSDAY, JUNE 29TH

4:00 -6:00 PM
O13C

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Margaret 

Jacobus 
Sun, July 2: 9:00 a.m. Zion. 

10:30 a.m. Salem. 
Wed, July 5: 7:00 p.m. 

Salem WELCA

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
PARISH

OKLEE 
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sun, July 2: 7:30 a.m. 
Confessions 8:00 a.m. Mass.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Sat, July 1: 5:30 p.m. RLF
Sun, July 2: 8:00 a.m. 

Brooks. 10:00 a.m. RLF.	

IMMANUEL–
EBENEZER 

LUTHERAN PARISH
ELCA

Pastor Jonathan 
Dodson 

Sun, July 2: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Immanuel. 10:30 
a.m. Worship at Ebenezer. 

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Bethany–Ekelund–Faith

Pastor Kristen 
Ostercamp

Sun, July 2: 8:30 a.m. 
Faith. 9:45 a.m. Bethany. 11:00 
a.m. Ekelund. 

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Sat, July 1: 9:00 a.m. Mt. 
Olive. 

Sun, July 2: 8:00 a.m. St. 
Petri. 9:45 a.m. Oak Park. 
11:00 a.m. Nazareth.

NEW JOURNEY 
CHURCH

Josiah Hoagland, 
Pastor

Tyler Stynberg, 
Youth Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Thu, June 29:  Josiah at 

Bethel Seminary Intensives. 
12:00 p.m. Rotary.

Fri, June 30: Josiah at 
Bethel Seminary Intensives. 
6:00 p.m. Holy Yoga. 

Sun, July 2: 9:30 a.m. 
Worship. 

Tue, July 4: 6:30 p.m. Bible 
Study.

Wed, July 5: 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group.

  
GULLY-TRAIL PARISH

Bethany * Lund 
Sand Valley

Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Sun, July 2: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Lund. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship at Bethany.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Interim Pastor

Sun, July 2: 10:30 a.m. 
Worship.

The library is open on 
Tuesday from Noon until 7:00 
pm, Wednesday from Noon 
until 7:00 pm, Thursday from 
Noon to 5:00 p.m.; Friday 
from Noon until 5:00 pm, and 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. On-line patrons 
are reminded that they can 
visit www.nwrlib.org/rlf.htm at 
anytime, where they can create 
their own patron accounts to 
browse, request and renew 
materials all from their home 
computers.

About 65 kids & others 
enjoyed the Wild Things Zoo 
Attractions program as part of 
the Summer Reading Program.  
Several of the unusual animals 
included “Bingo” the dingo - a 
New Guinea Singing Dog, a 
giant tortoise, a parrot, a red 

baby fox with a completely 
white coat, and two baby 
alligators.  Thank you to all 
who came.

Winners of the first two 
weekly prizes of the Summer 
Reading Program, Amazon 
g i f t  cards ,  are  Wil l iam 
Tydlacka and Jackson Hoefer.  
Congratulations to them!

“New” adult nonfiction in 
the rotating collection includes 
“Zero Six Bravo: the Explosive 
True Story of How 60 Special 
Forces Survived Against an 
Iraqi Army of 100,000” by 
Damien Lewis, an account 
of “Operation No Return” in 
March 2003 when the elite 
British and Allied forces of 
M Squadron were sent 600 
miles behind enemy lines 
to take the surrender of the 
Iraqi Army 5th Corps; and 
“Speeches That Changed the 
World,” containing over 50 
momentous speeches from a 
wide range of historical eras 
and nations, each accompanied 
by an introduction explaining 
its historical background, its 
significance and what happened 
as a result.

County Fair 
time in area

It’s county fair time! Ride 
the Bus to where you need to 
get to for $4.00 for a round 
trip. Tri-Valley Opportunity 
Council, Inc. Transportation 
Programs is offering bus rides 
to the county fairs.  The dates 
for the buses are Oklee/Red 
Lake June 23, Fertile/Polk July 
7, Hallock/Kittson July 7, TRF/ 
Pennington July 14, Warren/
Marshall July 21, and Bagley/
Clearwater August 4.  Call to 
reserve your ride at 218-281-
0700 or 1-800-201-3432.

July 3-7
Call 796-5666 to order a 

meal.
If you are over the age of 

60 and would like to eat with 
other seniors at the Senior Site, 
please call the Café at 796-5666 
to reserve your meal. A $4.00 
per meal donation is suggested.

Monday: Grilled ham and 
cheese sandwich, wild rice 
soup, and dessert.

Tuesday: Closed
W e d n e s d a y :  G r i l l e d 

chicken breast, hash browns, 
vegetables and dessert.

Thursday: BBQ on bun, 
mac salad, vegetables and 
dessert.

Friday: Country fried 
steak, mashed potatoes, cream 
gravy, vegetables and dessert.

Your child will have fun 
and get prizes while learning 
healthy behaviors

Inter -County  Nurs ing 
Service is sponsoring a summer 
fun project to promote healthy 
eating and physical activity for 
kids age 3 to 12 years. 

The activity takes from June 
5- August 7th.  Find the score 
card your child received while 
in school or pick up a card from 
Inter-County Nursing Service 
in either Pennington or Red 

Feeling Fit And Fine
Lake Counties.  Once their 
scorecard is full, just bring it 
in to choose a prize from the 
treasure chest!  

The scorecard will  be 
entered into a weekly drawing 
for a larger prize and a grand 
prize drawing will also be 
held in each of the counties 
at the end.  

We thank UCare and Red 
Lake Electric Trust for their 
generous support to make this 
project possible. 

Week #1 Winner for Pennington County is: (Left) Tete 
Grahn, 6-12 year age group. (Right) Asa Englund, 3-5 
year age group.

 Week #1 Winner for Red Lake County is: (Left) Quinnlyn 
Kenfield, 6-12 year age group. (Right) Alice Warne, 3-5 
year age group.

Inter-County Nursing Service 
Feeling Fit and Fine Healthy Behaviors

Arik & Andrew Johnson, twin sons of Jeff & Kathy 
Johnson, recently graduated from Simley High School in 
Inver Grove Heights, MN.  Proud grandparents are Jr. & 
Beverley Johnson of Brooks, MN.  Arik and Andrew both 
plan to attend Concordia University in St Paul this fall.

The Office of the Registrar 
at the University of Minnesota 
Crookston recently announced 
its list of spring semester 2017 
graduates. Students completed 
their degree requirements 
during spring semester 2017.

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Minnesota Crookston enrolls 
approximately 1,800 full-time 
students and is accredited by 
the North Central Association 
of Colleges and Schools. The 
U of M Crookston is a four-
year baccalaureate degree 
granting institution, dedicated 
to learning, discovery and 
engagement in northwest 

Minnesota.
Graduates in the Class of 

2017 included:
Nicole Dudycha, of Oklee, 

MN (56742) earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Natural Resources

The University of Minnesota 
Crookston now delivers 34 
bachelor’s degree programs, 
22 minors, and 39 areas 
of emphasis on campus as 
well as 14 degree programs 
entirely online. These degrees 
are offered in the areas of 
agriculture and natural 
resources; business; liberal 
arts and education; and 
math, science and technology. 

With an enrollment of 1,800 
undergraduates from more 
than 20 countries and 40 
states, the Crookston campus 
offers a supportive, close-
knit atmosphere that leads 
to a prestigious University 
of Minnesota degree. “Small 
Campus. Big Degree.” To learn 
more, visit www.umcrookston.
edu.

 

Nicole Dudycha, Spring 2017 
Graduate of the U of M Crookston

Oklee Herald subscribers: Please check the address 
label in the upper right corner of the front page. Be sure 
all the information is correct. If not, call the Oklee Herald 
office at 218-796-5181 or email: okleeherald@gmail.
com as soon as possible. You need to contact us with 
a change of address or corrections. Just giving the Post 
Office a change of address, DOES NOT change your 
paper address.  Thank You.

Please check your 
address label!

LR, mac, oklee, grygla ......          page 9

STATE
BANK

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742

Phone

218-796-5157 O
14C

O      n July 4, 1776, 
the Continental 

Congress adopted 
the Declaration Of 
Independence. The 
founders of our new 
nation considered 
Independence 
Day an important 
occasion for 
rejoicing.

In a letter to his 
wife, Abigail, 
John Adams, one 
of the signers of 
the Declaration, 

wrote: “It ought to be 
solemnized with Pomp 
and Parade, with Shows, 
Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, 
Bonfires, and Illuminations 
from one End of this 
Continent to the other 
from this Time forward 
forever more.”

The Security State Bank will be 
CLOSED on Tuesday, July 4 for 

Independence Day.
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Centennial Recipe CornerSummer Rec

Schedule for July 3 - 6

M o n d a y  J u l y  3  - 
Wednesday July 5

No activities due to the 4th. 

Thursday July 6 
10:00 - Cadets at Bagley. 

Bus leaves Plummer at 8:15, 
Brooks at 8:30, Oklee at 8:45.

10:00 -  Girls  softbal l 
tournament at RLF. Bus leaves 
Oklee at 8:45, Brooks at 9:00, 
Plummer at 9:15.

Grandma’s Scalloped Potatoes
Eileen Erlandson

2 Tbsp butter
2 Tbsp flour
2 cup cold milk divided
4 cup sliced potatoes
1 tsp salt
pepper to taste

Melt butter and flour in large saucepan. Add 1 cup of the milk and 
cook thick. Add the second cup of milk and the potatoes and bring to 
a boil. Remove from heat and add salt and pepper. (Don’t add salt 
before cooking or you will have curdled scalloped potatoes)  Pour into buttered casserole, 
dot top with butter and bake about 1 hour at 350 degrees until potatoes are tender.

The Annual Red Lake 
County 4-H Share the Fun 
performance were held on 
Friday, June 9, 2017 at the 
Lafayette High School Robert 
Matzke Gymnasium.  The 4-H 
Clubs performing a skit were: 
The Huot Hustlers 4-H Club 
(4-H Leader, Pam Columbus) 
with their skit called, “Hey, 
Hey we’re the 4-Her’s,” and the 
Garnes Go Getters 4-H Club     
(4-H Leader, Kim Olson and 
Jen Srnsky) with their skit 
“4-H Is On Your Side.”

4-H Share the Fun Performance

2017 4-H STF Performance (Garnes Go Getters 4-H Club): (Left to Right): Sidney 
Olson, Shelby Gunderson, Tanisha Srnsky, Hailey Hanson, McKenzie Ham, Kathryn 
Srnsky, and Ray Srnsky.

2017 4-H STF Performance (Huot Hustlers 4-H Club Skit): (Left to Right): Jacob 
Solie, Justin Solie, Grace Smith, Hayden Shulstad, Coby Knott, Emma Knott, and 
Kendra Rondorf.

2017 4-H STF Performing Arts 
Participant – Grace Smith, performing 
arts participant played the violin at the 
4-H Share the Fun Performance.

The Red Lake County 
4-H Ambassadors (Kaydon 
Kenfield, Emma Knott, Kendra 
Rondorf, Nick Solie, Justin 
Solie, Sidney Olson, Paige Olson 
and Tanisha Srnsky) were the 
emcees for the evening.  They 
led the audience in games and 
prizes throughout the evening.  
In between the skits we also 
had the 4-H Performing Art 
Participants.  They included: 
Emma Knott (piano); Jacob 
Solie (violin), Grace Smith 

(violin).  They will each receive 
$15 from the Red Lake County 
4-H Leader’s Council.

Both skits/acts are not 
eligible to go down to the 
Minnesota State Fair and 
perform on Monday, August 
28, 2017.

All of the 4-H members who 
participate in their club skit 
receive ribbons.  Great job to 
all the 4-H Members!  After 
the performances, everyone 
enjoyed bars, juice and coffee.

2017 4-H STF Performing 
Arts Participant – Emma 
Knott, performing arts 
participant played the 
piano at the 4-H Share the 
Fun Performance.

2017 4-H STF Performing Arts Participant 
– Jacob Solie, performing arts participant, 
playing the violin at 4-H Share the Fun.

RLC Fair 2017 4-H Photos

The 4-H room was filled with items created by the Red Lake County 4-H'ers from 
around the County. 
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Be Aware of Potential 
Carryover Concerns 
when Using Ditch Hay

The harvesting of ditch hay 
(grass and legumes growing 
along roadsides) has provided 
livestock owners with a source 
of forage for years.  Tight forage 
supplies, however, have led 
to a greater demand for ditch 
hay than usual this year.  If 
you feed or sell ditch hay, be 
sure you know what, if any, 
herbicides were applied to the 
ditch hay to avoid potential 
herbicide carryover issues in 
manure from animals fed the 
ditch hay.

Products that contain the 
active ingredients picloram (i.e. 
Tordon®, Grazon®, and Path-
way®), clopyralid (i.e. Stinger, 
Curtail®, and Transline®), or 
aminopyralid (i.e. Milestone® 
and ForeFront®HL) are used 
to control unwanted broadleaf 
weeds in cropland, rangeland, 
pastures, and along roadways.  
When animals are fed ditch 
hay that has been treated with 
these products, these chemi-
cals pass quickly through the 
animal without significant deg-
radation.  Manure and urine 
from animals that consume 
grass or hay treated with these 
products may contain enough 
herbicide active ingredient to 
cause injury or death of sen-
sitive broadleaf plants.

Soybean injury from appli-
cation of aminopyralid-contam-
inated manure made prior to 
soybean planting.  Photo by 
Liz Stahl

Be sure to check with the 
hay supplier or with the lo-
cal, county, or state agency 
involved to see if ditches har-
vested for hay were treated 
with a herbicide with potential 
to carryover in livestock ma-
nure.  A bioassay is recom-
mended or required before a 
sensitive broadleaf crop (i.e. 
soybean, lentils, peas, legumes, 
potatoes, tomatoes or peppers) 
can be safely planted following 
application of manure from ani-
mals fed ditch hay treated with 
picloram, clopyralid, or amino-
pyralid.  Refer to the pesticide 

label for specific restrictions 
and recommendations.

The article, "Harvesting 
Ditch Hay", discusses this issue 
in greater depth.  Although 
the article focuses on picloram 
and clopyralid, aminopyralid 
(released after the publica-
tion was created) has similar 
potential to cause injury to 
sensitive broadleaf crops from 
contaminated manure. 

Awareness and communi-
cation can go a long ways in 
helping prevent manure from 
becoming contaminated in the 
first place, as well as help 
prevent contaminated manure 
from causing problems in the 
future.  

 Source: By Lizabeth Stahl, 
Extension Educator – Crops

You Can Take the 
Birch out of the 
Forest But… 

Birch trees are found in cool 
northern forests where the soil 
is slightly acidic. We find paper 
birches naturally in the Turtle 
Mountains and the Pembina 
Gorge, for example. In the 
forest, a layer of leaf litter 
protects birch roots from grass 
competition and keeps the soil 
cool and moist. A birch in the 
city, however, may live under 
much different conditions. 
Beautifully landscaped yards 
with well-manicured lawns 
are a harsh climate for a 
birch tree. When stressed by 
these conditions, birches will 
be attractive to the bronze 
birch borer, birch leafminer, 
a yellowing called chlorosis 
due to basic (high pH) soils, 
and to dying back because of 
moisture stress. Such stressed 
birch trees often die from the 
top down, leaving a homeowner 
wondering whether to prune or 
remove the tree.

Although many birch trees 
succumb to bronze birch borer 
every year, even more are 
reported with moisture stress. 
If a birch tree still has more 
than half of its leaves, you can 
improve its growing conditions 

by providing a more forest-like 
environment for its roots. If 
you are planting a new birch 
tree or even replacing an old 
one with another birch tree, 
follow these recommendations.

Deaden the sod in a wide 
circle around the tree and 
replace it with 3-4” of organic 
mulch (wood chips). The 
mulch will decay and return 
organic material to the soil, 
and will need to be refreshed 
periodically. To deal with 
weeds and grass that will 
become established in the 
mulch, spray the weeds with 
glyphosate. Mulch will cool the 
soil and help keep moisture in 
the rooting zone. It will also 
reduce heat build-up. After 
applying the wood chip mulch, 
pull it back from the trunk a 
few inches to keep voles away 
from the trunk.

Avoid using weed and feed 
type fertilizers within about 
25 feet or so of the tree. These 
contain broadleaf herbicides 
that trees can take up through 
their roots, causing additional 
stress.

During dry periods in the 
summer, water deeply. This is 
best done with a lawn sprinkler 
since tree roots will extend out 
farther than you think. There 
is a concentration of feeder 
roots at the tree’s drip line, 
but roots will extend at least 
as far as the tree is tall, and 
usually farther. You will not 
only be adding moisture, you 
will be cooling the root zone.

Bronze birch borers leave 
little D-shaped holes. Inspect 
the main trunk and larger 
branches for these indicators 
of bronze birch borer. If a 
birch still has more than half 
of its foliage, both systemic and 
spray treatment options are 
available. Treatments are only 
effective when the tree is in 
the early stages of infestation.

Birches with yellow leaves 
are usually suffering from a 
lack of iron or manganese or 
both. These elements are not 
in short supply in the soil, 
but are simply not available 
to the tree when the soil is 
very basic. Replace these trees 
with non-birch and non-maple 
species that can tolerate more 
basic soils.

Source: Lezlee Johnson 
North Dakota Forest Service, 
Forest Health Manager

Western duo a trail of adventure

Tidemann started his journalism career at the Bismarck Tribune in 1978 and began college 
teaching career as a graduate teaching assistant at the University of South Dakota in Vermillion 
in 1977. He has worked at newspapers in Iowa and the Dakotas and his work has appeared in 
Overdrive, Writer’s Journal, the San Diego Union-Tribune and Snowmobile.

Michael Tidemann 
Book Review

The classic western seems 
alive and well, thanks to 
writers like Peter Brandvold, 
author of To hell on a fast 
horse: a western duo.

 A North Dakota native now 
living in western Minnesota, 
Brandvold has actually penned 
two novels: The Devil’s ambush 
and Bring me the head of 
Chaz Savidge, both featuring 
legendary bounty hunters 
Lou Prophet and Louisa 
Bonaventure.

 The first novel, The Devil’s 
ambush, draws intermittent 
t r a i l  p a r t n e r s  “ a n d 
sometimes lovers” Prophet 
and Bonaventure together 
through anonymous letters 
both received, causing them 
concern for each other. When 
they walk into an ambush at 
an abandoned cavalry outpost 
in eastern Colorado Territory, 
Bonaventure is nearly killed, 
sending Prophet into a frantic 
mission to save her life and 
seek revenge, turning a small 
town of on its head.

 In the second novel, Bring 
me the head of Chaz Savidge, 
Prophet and Bonaventure hunt 
down and capture the outlaw 
Chaz Savidge. That isn’t the 
end of the trail for the two 
bounty hunters who encounter 
bounty jumpers along the way 

 To Hell on a Fast Horse: 
a western duo

By Peter Brandvold
Five Star Publishing
ISBN 978-1432833015 

Hardcover
978-1410488084 Paperback
Also available on Kindle

as Lou and Louisa try to right 
the wrongs done to the outlaw’s 
innocent victims.

 Since he’s originally from 
North Dakota, one is tempted 
to draw similarities between 
Brandvold, who also writes 
under the penname Frank 
Leslie, and Louis L’Amour, one 
of the greatest western writers 
of the twentieth century, 

originally from Jamestown, 
North Dakota.

 There are some significant 
differences between the two 
writers, though. If you were 
compare the heat level of the 
romantic scenes, L’Amour 
would be a banana pepper 
while Brandvold would be 
closer to a Scotch bonnet. And, 
while L’Amour’s descriptions 
are well-drawn, Brandvold’s 
settings are nothing short of 
poetic:

 “He glanced over his right 
shoulder and saw the Front 
Range of the Rocky Mountains 
jutting against the horizon like 
a badly uneven saw blade, a 
couple of the longest teeth 
touched with wax.”

 It’s probably no coincidence 
that Brandvold has given his 
two main characters such 
similar names – Lou and 
Louisa. As Prophet tells Doc 
Whitfield who’s caring for 
Louisa, “I reckon we’re cut too 
much alike to not get along like 
gators of the same swamp.”

 If you’re a western genre 
fan and love lots of action with 
accurate historic detail, this 
book’s for you.

 Michael Tidemann writes 
from Estherville, Iowa. His 
author page is amazon.com/
author/michaeltidemann   

June 2017
Health Points

4-H Members from Red Lake 
County attend the Sand Hill 
Lake 4-H Camp near Fosston, 
MN. 0n June 11-12, 2017.  This 
camp is for all youth completing 
grades 3-6.

At Sandhill  Lake 4-H 
Camp, youth from multiple 
counties spent time together 
participating in many hands-on 

4-H Members Participate at Sand Hill Lake 4-H Camp

4-H Participants from Red Lake County that attended 4-H Camp are: (left to right) 
Harmonee Buckholtz, Emma Knott, Quinnlyn Kenfield, Kaydon Kenfield (4-H Camp 
Counselor), Jacob Harmoning, Coby Knott, and Sharon Weiss (4-H Program Coordinator).

activities.  Trained youth and 
adult leaders lead campers in 
a variety of learning activities 
and fun events.

Kaydon Kenfield from Red 
Lake County was one of the 
4-H Camp Counselor’s that 
helped with the planning and 
leadership roles. 

National Healthy 
Homes Month 
promotes:
The 8 Principles of a 
Healthy Home

1. Keep your home Dry 
Mold and moisture increase 

allergens and asthma triggers, 
and can cause deterioration of 
your home. 

2. Keep your home Clean 
Clean homes help reduce 

pest infestations, dust, and 
exposure to contaminants. 

3. Keep your home Pest-
Free 

Many pest treatments 
pose risks for families with 
health problems or expose 
young children and pets 
to poisonous residue. Non-
pesticide treatments are best 
for a first line of defense. 

4. Keep your home Safe 
A majority of injuries among 

children occur in the home. 
Falls are the most frequent 
cause of residential injuries to 
children, followed by injuries 
from objects in the home, 
burns, and poisonings. 

5.  Keep your home 
Contaminant-Free 

Chemical exposures include 
lead, radon, pesticides, and 

environmental tobacco smoke. 
Exposures to radon gas, carbon 
monoxide, and second-hand 
tobacco smoke are far higher 
indoors than outside. 6. Keep 
your home Ventilated 

Studies show that increasing 
the fresh air supply in a home 
improves respiratory health. 
Air filters in HVAC units collect 
and protect families from many 
particulates found in the air. 

7.  Keep your home 
Maintained 

P o o r l y - m a i n t a i n e d 
homes increase the risk for 
deteriorated lead-based paint 
in older housing which is the 
primary cause of lead poisoning 
in children less than 6 years 
of age. 

8.  Keep your home 
Temperature Controlled 

Houses that do not maintain 
adequate temperatures may 
place the safety of residents at 
increased risk from exposure to 
extreme cold or heat.

www.hud.gov/healthyhomes  

Parenting Tips
Watch for Ticks
 If you find a tick attached 

to your skin, there's no need to 
panic. There are several tick 

removal devices on the market, 
but a plain set of fine-tipped 
tweezers will remove a tick 
quite effectively.

How to remove a tick
1. Use fine-tipped tweezers 

to grasp the tick as close to 
the skin's surface as possible.

2. Pull upward with steady, 
even pressure. Don't twist or 
jerk the tick; this can cause 
the mouth-parts to break off 
and remain in the skin. If this 
happens, remove the mouth-
parts with tweezers. If you are 
unable to remove the mouth 
easily with clean tweezers, 
leave it alone and let the skin 
heal.

3. After removing the tick, 
thoroughly clean the bite area 
and your hands with rubbing 
alcohol, an iodine scrub, or soap 
and water.

4. Dispose of a live tick 
by submersing it in alcohol, 
placing it in a sealed bag/
container, wrapping it tightly 
in tape, or flushing it down the 
toilet. Never crush a tick with 
your fingers.

 Follow-up
If you develop a rash or 

fever within several weeks 
of removing a tick, see your 
doctor. Be sure to tell the 
doctor about your recent tick 
bite, when the bite occurred, 
and where you most likely 
acquired the tick.

w w w . c d c . g o v / t i c k s /
removing_a_tick.html

Spaces 
Available!

WEBSITE ADVERTI$ING
Promote Your  
  Business!
Call Today! 218-487-5225

Red Lake County Fair 
Animals on Display



Wednesday, June 28, 2017 THE OKLEE HERALD 5

muscles, abnormal heart 
rhythms and higher blood 
pressure. Too much potassium, 
or hyperkalemia, may cause 
dangerous heart rhythms and 
needs to be addressed by 
your health care provider. It’s 
important to know that you 
can be deficient in potassium 
even if the level is normal in 
your blood. That’s because we 
need potassium throughout 
our body, not just in our blood.

Fortunately, potassium is 
found in a wide range of foods. 
Here are some good sources:

·  Vegetables: broccoli, peas, 
dried beans, tomatoes, potatoes 
(especially their skins), sweet 
potatoes and winter squash

· Fruits: citrus fruits, can-
taloupe, bananas, kiwi, prunes 
and dried fruits.

· Milk, and yogurt
· Nuts
·  Meats: Red meats, chicken
·  Fish: salmon, cod, flounder 

and sardines
· Soy products, including 

veggie burgers
 If your potassium level is 

too high in your blood, choose 
lower potassium foods. It is im-
possible to eat a potassium-free 
diet. Just eliminating a few of 
the higher potassium foods will 
usually help.

Potassium supplements are 
not recommended, unless pre-
scribed by your health care 
provider. A supplement could 
affect your heart rhythm. Get-
ting more potassium from food 
is the better option, unless you 

are on a medication that war-
rants a potassium supplement.

It is hard to accurately es-
timate our potassium intake 
since nutrition labels on foods 

Pump up your potassium

Who’s Dat?
Who’s Dat

This week's photo is 
four friends from High 
School. Looks like they are 
comtiplating a game of table 
tennis.

Last Who's Dat photo 
was of Wallace & Doris 
Nelson with four of their 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  B r i a n 
Lundeen, Adam Lundeen, 
Alison Bernier, and Nate 
Lundeen.

Photos needed:  Everyone 
has a great photo of a 
familiar face from the 
Oklee, Brooks, Gully, Trail 
or Plummer areas. 

If you email a photo, 
please scan at 300 dpi (high 
quality) if you can. You can email to okleeherald@

gmail.com. 
If you mail a photo to the 

Oklee Herald office, please 
enclose a self address 
stamped envelope so the 
photos can be returned. 
Mail  them to: 

Oklee Herald, PO Box 9, 
Oklee MN 56742Here are some high potassium foods with an estimate 

of the amount of the mineral found in each:
 
Vegetables
Broccoli, cooked	 1 cup	 460 milligrams
Brussel sprouts, cooked	 1 cup	 500 milligrams
Mushrooms, cooked	 ½ cup	 280 milligrams
Potato, baked with skin	 1 medium	 925 milligrams
Rutabaga, parsnips	 1 cup	 560 milligrams
Spinach, cooked	 ½ cup	 420 milligrams
Sweet potato, baked	 1 medium	 450 milligrams
Tomato, raw	 1 medium	 290 milligrams
Tomato sauce or puree	 ½ cup	 400-550 milligrams
Winter squash	 1 cup	 500 milligrams
 
Fruits
Avocado	 ¼ cups	 245 milligrams
Banana	 1 medium	 425 milligrams
Cantaloupe	 1 cup	 430 milligrams
Kiwi	 1 medium	 240 milligrams
Orange	 1 medium	 240 milligrams
Prune juice	 ½ cup	 370 milligrams
Raisins	 ¼ cup	 270 milligrams
Strawberries, raw	 1 cup	 250 milligrams
 
Meats and fish
Beef, cooked	 3 ounces	 270 milligrams
Chicken, cooked	 3 ounces	 220 milligrams
Fish: cod, salmon, perch	 3 ounces	 300-480 milligrams
Pork, cooked	 3 ounces	 350 milligrams
 
Other foods
Lentils, cooked	 ½ cup	 365 milligrams
Beans and peas, cooked	 ½ cup	 300-595 milligrams
Nuts, seeds	 1 ounce	 200-300 milligrams
Milk	 1 cup	 350-380 milligrams
Soy milk	 1 cup	 300 milligrams
Yogurt, plain or fruited	 6 ounces	 260-435 milligrams
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July WIC 
Schedule

The Women, Infants and 
Children’s  Supplemental 
Nutrition Education Program 
(WIC) is being held the month 
of July 2017.

Infants, children up to the 
age of 5, and women who are 
pregnant or breastfeeding may 
be eligible for the program.  
We are very interested in 
enrolling pregnant women in 
the program.  We feel that the 
prenatal nutrition is a vital 
part of producing a healthy 
baby.  Therefore, it is important 
to apply for WIC early in your 
pregnancy.  We need no proof 
of pregnancy.

All potential clients must 
contact the WIC Program to 

schedule an appointment.
The following is the schedule 

of WIC Clinics for the month 
of July.

Thu, July 6:	R e d  L a k e 
Falls	 Community Center

Mon, July 10: Thief River 
Falls	 Redeemer Lutheran 
Church

Tue, July 11: Thief River 
Falls	 Redeemer Lutheran 
Church

Wed, July 12: Thief River 
Falls	 Redeemer Lutheran 
Church

Thu, July 13: Thief River 
Falls	 Redeemer Lutheran 
Church

Fri, July 14: Thief River 
Falls	 Redeemer Lutheran 
Church

Tue, July 25: Oklee Inter-
County Community Council 

Building
For further information 

concerning the WIC program, 
call or write WIC Quin, PO Box 
248, Newfolden, MN 56738, 
phone 874-7845 (Newfolden, 
Viking, Middle River, Holt or 
Thief River Falls residents) or 
1-800-223-1591, or e-mail at 
quinchs@wiktel.com. 

North Valley Home Health 
will offer immunizations, 
dental varnishing & blood 
lead testing at the Newfolden 
and Warren clinics from 9 to 
11 am.   Arrangements should 
be made prior to clinics by 
contacting North Valley Public 
Health.  For more information 
contact North Valley Public 
Health at 218-745-5154 or 
1-800-950-6986.

By Bonnie Brost, licensed 
and registered dietitian at 
Essentia Health.

Potassium is an essential 
mineral for our bodies, but 
many of us are not getting 
enough in the foods we eat.

Potassium is important for 
our bodies to digest food effi-
ciently and help avoid constipa-
tion. It helps build strong mus-
cles and makes them properly 
relax and contract. Potassium 
keeps our hearts beating cor-
rectly and our blood pressure 
in a good range. It also helps 
lower our risk for kidney stones 
and bone loss. 

The Institute of Medicine 
at the National Academies of 
Science recommends adults 
get at least 4,700 milligrams 
of potassium each day. We 
should consume two to three 
times more potassium than 
sodium for our bodies to func-
tion well. But many of us have 
this ratio upside down. The 
average American gets only 
2,500 milligrams of potassium 
daily while consuming 3,450 
milligrams or more of sodium.  

If we are healthy, it is al-
most impossible to consume 
too much potassium because 
our kidneys control how the 
mineral is eliminated. If we 
eat a lot of potassium, more 
is eliminated. When kidneys 
are damaged, or when certain 
medications are taken, potas-
sium balance can be affected.

Too little potassium, or 
hypokalemia, can cause weak 

don’t include the mineral. A 
good resource is the USDA food 
database, which you can find 
on the internet.

Red Lake County Fair Open Class Exhibits on Display
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Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Oklee Herald Early Files
Seventy Years Ago
June 19, 1947
Alice Melby, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Ole Melby of 
Oklee, was married Saturday, 
May 31 at Baltimore, Md., to 
Milton C. Boyd. 

A son was born Monday 
June 9 to Mr. and Mrs. Grundy 
Austad. 

A birthday party in the form 
of a picnic dinner was given in 
honor of Donna Mae Rahier on 
her 16th birthday anniversary 
at her home. 

Sixty Years Ago
June 20, 1957
Xavier Robidoux of Brooks 

claimed 10 ‘Oklee Bucks’ in a 
Saturday night drawing. 

A. W. Nyguist was reelect-
ed president of the Red Lake 
County Agricultural Society 
and Fair Board. 

Mrs. Marie Singer of Thief 
River Falls visited Saturday at 
the Elmer Hince home. 

Fifty Years Ago
June 15, 1967
Peggy Person, daughter of 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Person of 

Oklee was one young lady who 
represented Red Lake county 
at Northwest Dairy Day. 

Clifford E. Olson, with the 
Marine Corps at Camp Pendle-
ton, California was promoted to 
the rank of Private First Class. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. S. Gun-
derson of Oklee announce the 
marriage of their son Sgt. 
Sherman Gunderson to Pilar 
Morales. 

Forty Years Ago
June 16, 1977
Oklee-Plummer Girls re-

turn from Girls State. 
Outstanding Vocational 

students were named by the 
East Polk-Red Lake County Co-
operative Center for the School 
year 1976-77, Nancy Chaput 
was selected from Oklee. 

The family of Ole and Ethel 
Rouland honor their parents 
on their Golden Wedding An-
niversary. 

Thirty Years Ago
June 17, 1987
Six students from grades 9 

and 10 of Oklee School partic-
ipated in the UMC basketball 
camp at Crookston. 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
planned for Eugene and Eva 
Asselin at St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Church at Oklee. 

City purchases water soften-
er for Municipal Liquor Store. 

Twenty Years Ago
June 18, 1997
Erika Vettleson and Jenny 

Brekkestran presented Coach 
Lawrence Vettleson with a 
plaque for his coaching and 
support. 

Gladys and Lloyd Schieicher 
provided the musical enter-
tainment on the keyboard and 
mandolin for the Oklee Senior 
Meal Site. 

2 ½ year old Zach Grove is 
pleased to announce the birth of 
his little brother Brady James. 

Ten Years Ago
June 21, 2007
Don Brown retires as rural 

route carrier. 
Oklee Community Chil-

dren’s Theater to present Jack 
and the Magic Beans. 

Courtney Halvorson and 
Faith Kruchowski competed 
at the State Track and Field 
meet in St. Paul. 

From last week...

This group of sharp shooters went to Alexandria for the trap shooting championship 
in Alexandria on Monday, June 12. The team members who attended are back row, left 
to right, Seth Paradis, Tyler Hanson, Coach Mike Illies, Jed Duden, Tristen Fergeson, 
Chase Whalen, Gunner Thompson, Adam Cater, Ethan Vettleson.  Front :  Noah Hanson, 
Gunner Sandeen

Over 240 Athletes And Teams Bring Home Awards At 
2017 Minnesota State High School Clay Target League 
Trap Shooting Championship June 12th-22nd

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe      218-465-4402

around us or is east or west, but 
storms seem rather frequent 
this year. It’s good to listen to 
the weather and be aware of it. 

On Sunday, my family go 
together at brother Gerald’s 
by Badger for a dinner and 
special visit from my distant 
cousin Stan Rolinek and wife 
Radka of the Czech Republic. 
We had a very nice dinner and 
then enjoyed visiting, some 
outside as well as indoors. 
Stan had something special he 
wanted to do: that was start a 
fire with two sticks. One was 
notched, anyway it took 3 tries. 
It would smoke but not get a 
flame. He finally succeeded, and 
put the fire in a pit. His wife 
had even helped for a while. 

It was fun. He dressed with 
an Indian headband on. Also, 
we took turns using a crossbow 
at a target. It was my brother 
Allan’s. He also brought a pistol 
with that a couple of the guys 
used. I used the cross bow, 
my first time, and got a bull’s 
eye-at about evenly beet. Stan 
and Radka were in the US a 
month-about 2 weeks up north. 
They flew out of Winnipeg on 
Wednesday. It was so exciting 
to see them again. Radka, his 
wife, had a great time. It was 
her first trip. Like a second 
honeymoon!

Hope you had a good week 
at Oklee fair on the 23rd! Hope 
you took it in!

Marlene Mossestad of 
Riverside, California was a 
guest of Vernon and Carole 
Konicksons for a few days. She 
is Carole’s cousin. While here, 
on Friday afternoon they toured 
the museum. Then, Saturday 
attended the 100th birthday of 
Edna Mossestad in Thief River. 
Edna is Carole’s step mother. 

On Saturday, June 17th, 
many from Plummer, Brooks, 
Oklee and Red Lake Falls 
attended the ordination of 
Father Matt Schmitz in 
Crookston, at the Cathedral 
at 10:00 a.m. The mass was 
very special, with wonderful 
music, many prayers, blessings, 
etc. His classmates, deacons, 
those who will become deacons, 
as well as many priests of the 
diocese attended. Following 
mass a reception dinner was 
given. It was chicken breasts, 
seasoned rice, vegetables, 
salad, and cake for desert. 

Then, on Sunday, Father 
Matt said his first mass in 
Brooks. They had the Red 
Lake Falls choir come and 
Sherry Knott played. It was 
wonderful and the church was 
full. A wonderful brunch of 
egg bakes, fruit, and cupcakes 
were served. 

Sean and Amanda Roff and 
children of Deland, MN visited 
Bard and Annie Schmitz and 
came for the ordination of 
Father Matt. He is Amanda’s 
father. 

Carol Hovet of Wautoma, 
Wiscons in  v i s i t ed  Jean 
Carpenter. She also had her 
son Daryl and grand kids with. 
They were here from Thursday 
through Tuesday. Daryl and 
Haley toured the museum 
one day. 

C i n d y  T h o m a s ,  o f 
Manhattan, KS, came Tuesday 
to Jean Carpenter’s. 

Enbridge had a meeting 
Wednesday evening at the City 
Hall. It was a public meeting. 

Marilyn and Kenny Tvedt of 
Renshall, MN, came Thursday 
to visit Karen Tvedt for a 
couple days. 

Kat DeHate, of Devils Lake, 
ND, visited Anna DeHate and 
stayed overnight on Tuesday. 
She is a granddaughter. 

Seems like there is going to 
be a lot of nasty weather this 
summer. A lot of it has gone 

Minneapolis, MN – For nine 
days, nearly 7,500 student 
athletes representing 343 
Minnesota high school teams 
competed for individual and 
team achievements in Novice, 
Junior Varsity and Varsity 
classifications.

Each Class - from 1A to 9A 
- competed on an individual 
day at the Alexandria Shooting 
Park in Alexandria, MN. Along 
with individual competitions, 
the top three Novice, Junior 
Varsity, and Varsity teams 
each day also took home 
awards.

Addit ional ly ,  over  50 
exhibitors were in attendance 
offering a wide variety of 
products and services.

“Only 6 years ago it took 
one day for just 200 athletes 
to compete,” said Jim Sable, 
Executive Director of the 
MNSHSCTL. “This year took 
place over nine days and drew 
more than 25,000 spectators. 
The Minnesota High School 
Clay Target League Trap 
Shooting Championship is by 
far the largest shooting event 
in the world.”

The 2017 Trap Shooting 
Championship was also the 
team-qualifying event for 
the 2017 State Clay Target 
Tournament presented by 
the Minnesota State High 
School League. In addition to 

101 individuals who qualified 
based on their performance 
throughout the season, 40 
teams qualified at the Trap 
Shooting Championship to 
compete for the ultimate 
recognition as MSHSL State 
Champions on June 24, 2017 
at the Minneapolis Gun Club 
in Prior Lake, Minnesota. 
The Minnesota State High 
School League was the first 
and is the only state high 
school interscholastic athletic 
association in America to 
provide support and recognition 
for trap shooting as a high 
school sport.

Generous supporters for the 
Trap Shooting Championship 
include: Alexandria Industries, 
Alexandria  Technical  & 
Community College, Army, 
Cabela ’s  Outdoor  Fund, 
Ted  & Angie  Er ickson , 
HybridLight, Joe’s Sporting 
Goods ,  Minnesota  Deer 
Hunters Association, Mark 
Zauhar, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, Outdoor News, 
Pihl -Neiderman Family , 
R u n n i n g s ,  S p o r t s m a n ’ s 
Guide, and Walker’s. Over 60 
exhibitors will be in attendance 
offering many outdoor products 
and services.

This year more than 11,000 
student athletes representing 
nearly 350 high school teams 
participated in the 2017 spring 

season. They were coached 
and supported by over 3,000 
volunteers. Overall, 20,000 
student athletes participated 
in 15 state high school clay 
target leagues in the United 
States during the 2016-17 
school year..

The Minnesota State High 
School Clay Target League is an 
affiliate of the USA High School 
Clay Target League, a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization. 
The League is an independent 
provider of shooting sports 
as an extracurricular co-ed 
and adaptive activity for high 
schools and students in grades 6 
through 12. The organization’s 
priorities are safety, fun, and 
marksmanship – in that order.
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- Text messages to boost a 
child’s learning & encourage 
parent engagement-

Parents of young children 
in Minnesota are invited 
to sign-up for Think Small 
ParentPowered Texts.

T h i s  F R E E  p r o g r a m 
provides families with fun facts 
and easy tips to help build a 
child’s school readiness skills. 
Parents who participate will 
receive text messages developed 
by educational researchers 
offering suggestions on ways 
to promote their child’s social-
emotional learning, increase 
motor and language skills, 
and improve overall health 
development to help get them 
ready for kindergarten.

Parent engagement is key 
in early childhood.  Think 
Small ParentPowered Texts 
aim to keep families connected 
by providing ideas that are 
easy to achieve.  Parents who 
sign up will receive three text 

Early Learning Texting Program for Minnesota 
Parents Helps Get Children Ready for School

messages each week covering 
different areas of a child’s 
development.  These Fact, Tip 
and Growth text messages will 
build on activities that families 
are already doing, like getting 
ready for school, eating meals, 
or going to the store.

Research shows that when 
parents use this program, their 
children are more prepared 
for kindergarten.  Built 
on studies out of Stanford 
University, researchers found 
the ParentPowered text 
approach increased family 
involvement at home and 
school, ultimately leading to 
child learning gains (York & 
Loeb, 2014). And because 90% 
of brain development occurs in 
those crucial first five years, it’s 
never too early to start! The 
text messages are designed for 
parents of newborns through 
age 5 and are based on a 
child’s birthdate, ensuring all 
messages are developmentally 

appropriate.
Text messages are currently 

available in English and 
Spanish. Sign up by texting TS 
to 70138 (English) or TS ESP 
to 70138 (Spanish). To sign up 
online, get more information, or 
read the terms and conditions, 
visit ThinkSmall.org/texts. 
Again, it’s free to sign up and 
there are no ads connected with 
the program.

Think Small ParentPowered 
Texts is a partnership of Think 
Small, a nonprofit that works 
to advance the quality care and 
education of children in their 
early years; Generation Next, 
a coalition of civic, business 
and education leaders from 
across Minneapolis and Saint 
Paul dedicated to closing 
achievement and opportunity 
gaps; and ParentPowered, 
a public benefit corporation 
dedicated to creating simple 
tools for great parenting.

Wow we had a cold weekend 
.  Any place that had air 
conditioning kept it going I 
assume because if you went into 
a building, you rushed outside 
to get warm.  Sweatshirts 
and jackets were the norm for 
almost everyone.  We attended 
an appreciation picnic on 
Saturday and with the cold 
north wind blowing our plates 
away and the cold weather, 
it was no fun to sit  and visit 
with Pat and Gene Proulx, who 
we ate with. Pat commented 
that she was going to go home 
and snuggle in a blanket and 
watch television all afternoon.  
We shivered,  the pop we were 
given for beverage wasn’t even 
fun to drink it was too cold.  

Diane and Clarence Gagner 
hosted the weekend for their 
daughter Stephanie Koralewski 
of Maple Plain.  Stephanie came 
to visit her folks and to attend 
her 30th class reunion at the 
home of Kelly (Jesme) Thygeson 
who hosted the gathering . They 
spent Saturday afternoon and  
evening for supper, and Sunday 
brunch.  

Stephanie and Clare and 
Diane went to visit with Poncho 
and Char Gagner  on Sunday 
afternoon.  

Heidi and Jess Determan 
went on a get away trip over 
the weekend.  They farmed 
the kids out to Brad who took 
wonderful care of them.  He had 
them dressed so nice for church 
and of course Cindy helped to 

do finishing touches.  they were 
so well behaved  in church  and 
Grandma Cindy was so proud 
of them.  Heidi and Jess went 
to Rainy River, they rented a 
houseboat and had a guide to 
fish in the Canadian waters.  
What fun for them.  

Joan Stadstadt of  Madison 
Wisconsin  her son Micheal, her 
brother and sister in law  Doug 
Dupont  and  Pat,  Joshua and 
Ike. came to visit with Barb 
and Jerome Novak and had 
lunch with them.  they were 
on their annual pilgrimage to 
visit the homeplace which is 
the Novak home.  The barn is 
the focal point to the trip.  they 
walk the grounds and see the 
changes but the barn seems to 
hold the greatest memories of 
their past.  Joan was a little girl 
when she moved here with her 
parents.  the house was only a 
quarter of what it is now, and 
they talk about the stove and 
the rooms upstairs that they 
slept in.  They also talk of the 
death of their father who was 
out doing something on the 
fields and didn’t show up for 
supper.  Mike was sent out to 
find out what was wrong and 
found his father on the tractor 
who had had a heart attack and 
was slumped over the steering 
wheel of the tractor.   It is 
interesting to hear of the past 
of the place you live in , and 
the trauma and good times of 
the past.  Joan keeps in touch 
with us one way or another.   

The original Family name was 
Dupont.  This home was newly 
built by the government to 
settle this area.  they moved 
here in the 1940’s.  

On Friday afternoon Irene  
Paradis stopped in to say hello .  

On Saturday Jerome Novak 
and Barb went to the sixtieth 
class reunion of the AC at 
the University of Minnesota  
Crookston.  Jerome spent all 
four years of High School at 
the AC.  Many of his classmates 
were there, and a great time 
was had catching up with 
old classmates and getting 
reacquainted with those who 
were not recognized.   There 
was good  food and  great 
conversations.  It is always good 
to look back to get a greater 
perspective of your life now.  
We all seem to count our lives 
as a blessing the older  we get.   

The mystery couple was 
out and about this weekend 
too they were at the class 
reunion too.  They were a 
part of the planning and were 
having a great time visiting 
and laughing as everyone was 
.   Good to see you  two again.   

As cold as it was over the 
weekend, most people really 
had a time trying to keep warm.  
Summer is here but not this 
far north I guess.  I hope we 
get some nicer weather for July 
4th which comes up this week 
end  Enjoy family and fun , 
and stay safe. 

Sunday proved  to  be 
a beautiful morning with 
bright sunlight. However, 
temperatures were much too 
low for my liking. I don’t think 
it ever reached 60 degrees. 
To make worse, it decided 
to sprinkle every few hours; 
hopefully, the temperatures 
will be warmer next week. 

Donald and Suellen along 
with grandchildren and others 
did a bang-up job planning 
my 90th birthday party. It 
began last night with going 
to Donald’s honey house and 
having snacks. The children 
had lots of fun running back 
into the rooms and outside. 
However, it was quite cold 
there before we had a heater 
brought in. it lasted until it 
was quite dark, with rain off 
and on. The grand ending was 
Don shot off lots of beautiful 
fireworks. However, the wind 
made it difficult to light up. 

Today was fantastic with 
crowd at the community hall. 
Suellen had planned most 
everything and DeAnne Eskeli 
had done much of the food and 

Senior Site News & Other Things
By Volunteer Iona Berry

did a marvelous job of serving. 
My hat is off to everyone who 
had planned everything to go 
so smoothly. 

It was not only my birthday, 
but it was joined in with a Berg 
semi-annual reunion. 

Among the guests were 
relatives from California, 
friends from nearby towns 
including Hallock, Clearbrook, 
Gully, Fosston and McIntosh. 
Bemidji also had guests come. 
A big thank-you to guests and 
workers. 

July is soon upon us. It is 
hard to believe it is that time 
since the weather has been 
so cold. 

The Fair went over big. 
There were many people who 
took in the Rodeo. Everyone 
said it was great although they 
found the weather a little cold 
for sitting around. 

Dates to Remember 
July 4 – Independence Day. 

(No evening meal, will let you 
know when I hear)

July 20 – Site Council Meets 
July 21 – Birthday Meal
Words of Wisdom

Plan for victory but expect 
trouble. A returned smile can 
change everything. 

Joke Time
A Norwegian on his first 

plane ride. The pilot announced 
one engine had quit and the 
flight would be delayed a half 
hour. Later another engine 
went dead, the pilot announced 
a 90 minute delay. When 
a third engine went dead, 
the pilot announced a 90 
minute delay. “My goodness” 
exclaimed the Norwegian, “If 
that last engine quits, we’ll be 
up here all night!”

The Oklee Herald
will be CLOSED

on

TUESDAY,

in observance of 
Independence Day.


