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Oklee Precipitation
By Einar Kvasager

		  Rain	 Snow
May 9	 0.13		
Total in.	 0.13	 0.00

RLCC Prom 2017

RLCC seniors who attended Prom included: (back) Megan Berberich, Dylan Gustafson, Kyle Gagner, Taylor Bushelle, Talon Porter, Nick Plante, Shelby Gunderson, Brandon 
Lee, Tara Qualley, and Makay Berns. (Front) Kelsie Sirjord, Ashely Longtin, Nikki Schmitz, Lynsey Morris, Natalie Aakhus, Dede Walton, Angel Auman, and Carolyn Kehn. 
Not pictured: Alec Castaneda and Austin Erlandson. (Photo courtesy of Thoele Photography)

RLCC juniors at Prom 2017: (Back) Tyler Jensen, Gunner Anderson, Jade Person, Nick 
Pahlen, Seth Paradis, Sydney Melby, Chase Whalen, Josh Kelly, (Middle) David Clifton, 
Erin Jones, Megan Smith, Sara Simon, Kara Longtin, Jayden Fore, Matt Vettleson, 
(Front) Katie Olson, Hannah Kolstoe, Holly Johnsrud, and Billie Gryskiewicz. (Photo 
courtesy of Thoele Photography)

Calendar of Events 
Wed, May 17: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Bridge.
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, May 18:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, May 19:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, May 20:
-Support  your local 

business – Shop Locally!
Sun, May 21:
-Worship at the church 

of your choice. 
Mon, May 22:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
Tue, May 23:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Cards
Wed, May 24: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, May 25:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, May 26:
-LSS Sr. Meals 11:30 a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, May 27:
-Support  your local 

business – Shop Locally!
Sun, May 28:
-Worship at the church 

of your choice. 
Mon, May 29:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
Tue, May 30:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m. 
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Cards.
Wed, May 31: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 1:30 

p.m. – Bridge. 
-7:00 p.m. Bingo at 

Plummer Legion.
Thu, June 1: 
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Senior Site Activity: 

12:30 p.m. – Bingo.
Fri, June 2:
-LSS Sr. Meal 11:30 a.m.
-Noon deadline for Oklee 

Herald news. 
Sat, June 3:
-Support  your local 

business – Shop Locally!

On April 26, 2017, the 
Minnesota Board of Water 
and Soil Resources (BWSR) 
approved the Red Lake River 
Comprehensive Watershed 
Management Plan. The plan 
was completed through the 
BWSR’s One Watershed, 
One Plan Pilot program. The 
initiative brought together a 
partnership of the Counties 
of Polk, Pennington, and Red 
Lake; the West Polk, Red 
Lake County, and Pennington 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts; and the Red Lake 
River Watershed District to 
create a shared action plan 
for water management. The 

BWSR approves Red Lake 
River Comprehensive 
Watershed Management Plan

roots of the program were 
conceived by a consortium of 
local governments seeking to 
streamline water planning 
requirements in Minnesota. 

T h e  R e d  L a k e  R i v e r 
Comprehensive Watershed 
Management Plan addresses 
surface water quality and flood 
damage reduction, as well as 
drinking water, groundwater, 
and habitat issues. The plan 
builds on existing efforts, 
current local water plans, local 
knowledge, and best available 
science. The planning advisory 
committee involved staff from 
partner local governments, 
state agencies, and citizens. 

C o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d 
cooperation between the 
loca l  government  units , 
the community, and other 
stakeholders has accelerated 
from this effort.  The plan 
identifies areas where the local 
government units can increase 
efficiency and effectiveness by 
sharing resources and working 
together to implement water 
management activities. The 
Red Lake River Comprehensive 
Watershed Management Plan 
is a unique, locally driven plan 
that will be the “One Plan” to 
guide water management in the 
Red Lake River Watershed for 
the next 10 years.

Garden Valley Board President Jerry Freitag presents 
a certificate representing the Minnesota Telecom Alliance 
Foundation award to Taylor Bushelle. See article on page 2.



THE OKLEE HERALD Wednesday, May 17, 20172

Church news

Oklee Senior  
Site Dining

Oklee Herald  
Corner 2nd Ave. & Main 

218-796-5181
ESTABLISHED IN 1914

Published by Richards 
Publishing Co.
Bonny Cote,

Editor & Office Manager
okleeherald@gmail.com

$25 subscription in 
Local Trade Area
$30 subscription 

Out of Trade Area
$25 Online Subscriptions

MEMBER MNA & NNA
PUBLICATION NUMBER 407240

**Winner of National Editorial 
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Newspaper Ass’n., 1962.

**Winner 1st place Typography 
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“The Oklee Herald” is published weekly 
by Richards Publishing Co., Inc., Box 
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Periodical postage paid at Oklee, MN 

56742-0009.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to: Oklee Herald, PO Box 9, Oklee, 
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Hours for 
Red Lake County Landfills

218-253-2951 - RLF Landfill
218-253-4121 - RLC Environmental office O7-8C

Oklee
Landfill Site 

Wednesdays:
 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 pm.

Saturdays: 
2nd & 4th of the month
8:00 a.m. to 12 noon

Red Lake Falls
Landfill Site

Monday to Thursday:
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Friday: 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon.
Saturdays: 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Red Lake County  
Commissioners  Minutes

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128 

Oklee • 218-796-5177  

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Johnson Funeral 
Service, Inc.

Story to 
Share!

If you have a story or 
photos you want to 

share, 
please send to: 

okleeherald@gmail.com

Sudoku Solution

We have doubled our size and now 
offer Potting Soil, Seed Potatoes, 

Complete Line of Annuals,
Vegetable Plants, Hanging 

Baskets and Perennials!

NOW OPEN
Every Day 

10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

30822 240th St. SE
2 3/4miles SE of Oklee

218-464-7769

Nerissa’s Greenhouse

Nerissa
LaCoursiere
Owner

O6-10C

Red Lake Falls 
Library News

Tri-Valley Public 
Transportation

T.H.E. Bus is available for 
anyone. There are no age or 
income guidelines. However, 
children under the age of four 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and children under the 
age of one must be secured in 
an infant seat.

Curb-to-curb services is 
available, allowing those with 
special needs more comfortable, 
safe and convenient method of 
transportation. All of our buses 
are handicapped accessible and 
lift-equipped. All of our drivers 
are trained and certified.

To reserve a seat, please 
call one business day prior 
to the scheduled trip - 1-800-
201-3432. 

The schedule is different 
starting December 2016. 

For Polk, Red Lake and 
Clearwater county stops:

Every Monday – Grand 
Forks.

Every  2 nd Tuesday  – 
Mahnomen.

Every 4th Tuesday – Thief 
River Falls

Every  1 st,  3 rd,  &  5 th 
Wednesday – Fargo/Moorhead.

Every 2nd & 4th Friday – 
Bemidji.

OKLEE LUTHERAN 
PARISH

Zion and Salem
Pastor Margaret Jacobus 

Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. 
Zion. 10:30 a.m. Salem. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
PARISH
OKLEE 

Fr. Adam Hamness
Sun, May 21: 7:30 a.m. 

Confessions 8:00 a.m. Mass.

BROOKS – RED LAKE 
FALLS

CATHOLIC PARISH
Fr. Bob Schreiner

Sat, May 20: 5:30 p.m. RLF
Sun, May 21: 8:00 a.m. 

Brooks. 10:00 a.m. RLF.	

 GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Wed, May 17: 2:00 p.m. 
Sand Valley WELCA.

Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. 
Worship at Lund. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Bethany.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Bethany–Ekelund–Faith

Pastor Kristen Ostercamp
Sun, May 21: 8:30 a.m. 

Eklund, 9:45 a.m. Faith. 10:30 
a.m. Bethany Council meeting. 
11:00 a.m. Bethany.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Seth Johnson, 
Interim Pastor

Sun, May 21: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship.

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Wed, May 17: 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday School Picnic. 7:30 
p.m. Oak Park Ladies Aid.

Sat, May 20: 9:00 a.m. Mt. 
Olive. 

Sun, May 21: 8:00 a.m. 
St. Petri. 9:45 a.m. Oak Park. 
11:00 a.m. Nazareth.

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Josiah Hoagland, Pastor

Tyler Stynberg, 
Youth Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Wed, May 17: 6:30 p.m. 

Youth Group. 
Thu, May 18: 12:00 p.m. 

Rotary.
Sun, May 21: 9:30 a.m. 

Worship. 10:50 a.m. Sunday 
School.

Tue, May 23: 9:30 a.m. 
Ladies Bible Study. 6:30 p.m. 
Church Bible Study.

Wed, May 24: 6:30 p.m. 
Youth Group.

IMMANUEL–EBENEZER 
LUTHERAN PARISH

ELCA
Pastor Jonathan Dodson 

Sun, May 21: 9:00 a.m. 
W o r s h i p  a t  I m m a n u e l . 
Immanuel WELCA serving 
cake and ice cream in honor 
of Graduates after worship.

Mon, May 22: 9:00 a.m. 
Quilting at Immanuel.

Wed, May 24: 7:00 p.m. 
Worship at Ebenezer.

May 22 - 26
Call 796-5666 to order 

a meal.
If you are over the age of 

60 and would like to eat with 
other seniors at the Senior Site, 
please call the Café at 796-5666 
to reserve your meal. A $4.00 
per meal donation is suggested.

Monday: Grilled chicken 
breast, hash browns, vegetable, 
and dessert.

Tuesday: Pork loin, parsley 
buttered potatoes, vegetable, 
and dessert.

Wednesday: Hamburger 
p a t t y ,  A m e r i c a n  f r i e s , 
vegetable, and dessert.

Thursday: BBQ Chicken, 
hash browns, vegetable, and 
dessert.

Friday: Grilled ham & 
cheese sandwich, cream medley 
soup, and dessert.

Oklee Area Veterans’ 
Memorial Update

The Oklee Area Veterans’ 
Memorial received  donations 
recently in memory of Alex 
Dessellier.  Mr. Dessellier was 
born and raised in Oklee to 
the age of 15 at which time he 
moved to Fargo.   He enlisted 
in the Army and served the 
United States in that branch 
of the military.  Contributions 
in Alex’s memory were given 
by Carol Bachand, Brooks, 
Vincent and Shirley Dessellier, 
Oklee, and Louis Dessellier 
Coon Rapids, MN.

Donations to the Veterans’ 
Memorial are used for perpetual 
care, flowers and maintenance. 
Those  wishing to contribute 
to the Oklee  Area Veterans’ 
Memorial may do so by sending 
their donation to Security State 
Bank, Box 69, Oklee, MN, 
Attn:  Lori Melby.  Questions 
should be sent to Mary Lynn 
Bachand,  marylbachand@
gmail.com.

McKaelyn Renae Frizzle and Father Bob Schreiner at 
First Communion Sunday in St. Joseph’s Church in Brooks.  

RED LAKE COUNTY
Regular Meeting Held 

March 28, 2017
Pursuant to adjournment of its 

regular meeting the Red Lake Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners duly met 
in regular session at the courthouse 
in Red Lake Falls, MN on March 
28, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.  Chair Flage 
called the meeting to order.  All 
members were present.  The Pledge 
of Allegiance was recited.

County Assessor Amberson pre-
sented a tax abatement request for a 
property located in the City of Oklee.  
Amberson informed that at the time 
the property was assessed there 
was a house located on the property.  
The taxpayer is requesting abate-
ment of second half tax, including 
late charges, for payable 2016 due 
to the fact that the house structure 
was destroyed by fire in August 
2015 resulting in a lower property 
value.  Amberson recommends the 
abatement.  Commissioner Lerohl 
moved, seconded by Sorensen and 
carried unanimously to abate the 
second half tax, penalty and interest 
for Matthew Genova in amount of 
$396.80 on Parcel No. 15-2439-010, 
described as Lots 5 & 6, Block 16, 
City of Oklee.

Commissioner Sorensen moved, 
seconded by Weiss and unanimous-
ly carried to approve the expendi-
tures for the period as follows:

Vendor Name    Amount
Houston Engineering, Inc.	
	 $ 2,863.50
Midstates Equipment & Supply
	  21,235.20
19 Payments less than $2,000	

	  4,845.56
Final Total	 $28,944.26
The motion includes the fol-

lowing added bills:  $3,550.00 to 
Compliance Safety; $2,952.00 to 
Insight Technology, and $280.00 
per diem and $344.54 expenses to 
John Lerohl.

Commissioner Sorensen moved, 
seconded by Weiss and carried by 
unanimous vote to appoint Kelsey 
Gervais as District 4 representative 
to the County Economic Devel-
opment Board to replace Shirley 
Hanson.  The term is retroactive to 
January 1, 2017.

Commissioner Lerohl moved, 
seconded by Sorensen and unani-
mously carried to approve the min-
utes from the regular board meeting 
held March 14, 2017.

The following Commissioner/
Committee reports were shared:

Commissioner	 Meeting/Report
Simpson	 C o u n t y  F a i r 

Board:  discussed land rental for 
rodeo event and reviewed schedule 
of events for the June County Fair.

Weiss	 Township Offi-
cers meeting in Plummer.

Sorensen	 I n t e r  C o u n t y 
Nursing Service: reviewed budget 
and programs.  NW Mental Health 
Center:  the financial report is show-
ing improvement.  Township Officers 

meeting in Plummer.
Lerohl:	 C o u n t y  F a i r 

Board.  Township Officers meeting.  
ICCC meeting in Oklee:  reported 
that approximately 1 million paid out 
to area vendors through the Energy 
Assistance Program.

Flage:	 None.
Chairman Flage read a letter 

form the Minnesota Department 
of Human Services commending 
County Social Service staff in meet-
ing DHS Human Service financial 
reporting requirements for calendar 
year 2016.

Commissioner Sorensen moved, 
seconded by Simpson and carried 
by unanimous vote to approve the 
following resolution of the Red Lake 
County Board of Commissioners, 
Resolution No. 03-03-17 “Buffer 
Law” as follows:  

WHEREAS, Minnesota Legisla-
ture has passed MN Statute 103F.48 
to develop a statewide program to 
provide riparian protection through 
the use of vegetative buffer strips, 
stating that landowners owning 
property adjacent to a water body 
identified and mapped on a buffer 
protection map must maintain a buf-
fer to protect water resources, and

WHEREAS, this has caused a 
large number of Red Lake County 
landowners to voice their concerns 
with this legislation to their local 
County Commissioners, such as;

Restricting use of land by land-
owners.

Placing unfunded costs to meet 
these requirements on landowners 
and in most cases lessening in the 
value of a landowner’s property.

That there is no substantive proof 
that by implementing this buffer sys-
tem that it will improve water quality 
as is intended.

That many landowners would 
accept common sense legislation as 
to alternative practices for buffer on 
ditch inlet areas versus an arbitrary 
buffer long an entire ditch system 
where water from that area next to 
the ditch does not drain directly into 
the ditch system.

That the cost to implement this 
legislation is solely and unfairly 
placed on the landowners to im-
plement and will cause a financial 
burden to implement and maintain 
with future losses from in abilities 
to plant desired crops for profit on 
these acres.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  
that the Red Lake County Board of 
Commissioners hereby strongly 
oppose the current legislation as is 
stated under MN Statute 103F.48 
and request that the Minnesota 
Legislature, along with Governor 
Dayton’s support, overturn this leg-
islation or at minimum to modify the 
current legislation to pay for all costs, 
present and future, to landowners to 
provide buffers on ditch inlets versus 
an entire system where it can be 
shown that the water from those 
adjacent areas do not drain directly 
into a ditch system.

The board requested that a copy 
of the resolution be sent to area 
legislators.  A complete document is 
on file at the County Auditor’s office.

There being no further business 
the meeting was adjourned until April 
11, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.

Attest: ____________________
Robert Schmitz, County Auditor
_________________________
Chuck Flage, Chair, 
Board of Commissioners
O8C

The library is open on 
Tuesday from Noon until 7:00 
pm, Wednesday from Noon 
until 7:00 pm, Thursday from 
Noon to 5:00 p.m.; Friday 
from Noon until 5:00 pm, and 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. On-line patrons are 
reminded that they can visit 
www.nwrlib.org/rlf.htm at 
anytime, where they can create 
their own patron accounts to 
browse, request and renew 
materials all from their home 
computers.

Thank you to all those who 
attended last week’s special 
music concert by Terry Der-
osier.

Next week on Tuesday, May 
23 at 2:00 pm, singer-storytell-
er Bill Jamerson will be here 
to entertain with a program on 
the Civil Conservation Corps.  
This is a return visit to Red 
Lake Falls by Mr. Jamerson.

On the new shelf, light & en-
tertaining reads in paperback 
form in romance and Christian 
fiction genres: “Happy is the 
Bride,” novellas by Lori Wilde 
and Janet Dailey, et. al.; “Any 
Time, Any Place” by Jennifer 
Probst; “Along Came Trouble” 
by Sherryl Woods; and “Annie’s 
Recipe” by Lisa Jones Baker.

Right around the corner is 
the Summer Reading Program 
for young readers up through 
age 17, to include activities 
and prizes to appeal to both 
kids & teens.  Watch for flyers 
to come out to  school students 
and check website calendar for 
weekly activities.  Details are 
available at the library.

Taylor Bushelle of Plummer 
has been selected to receive 
a $2,000.00 scholarship for 
the 2017-2018 academic year 
from the Minnesota Telecom 
Alliance Foundation, according 
to Tim Brinkman, CEO/Gen-
eral Manager, Garden Valley 
Telephone Company. Taylor 
will be graduating from Red 
Lake County Central High 
School and plans to attend the 
University of Minnesota. She is 
the daughter of Jesse Bushelle. 

 “I come from a small ru-
ral community where every-
one knows everyone. This 
past summer I was fortunate 
enough to attend 2016 ALA 
Minnesota Girls State. While 
attending, I had the privilege 
of meeting the Minnesota 
Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Lori Skjerven Gildea. The 
Honorable Gildea is from my 
hometown of Plummer.  This 
moment was probably the most 
memorable moment of my life 
and never have I been so proud 
to come from my little town. For 
the last three years my goal 
has been to become a lawyer 
and eventually go onto work 
in government.” said Taylor 
in her scholarship application.   

In awarding the scholarship 

to Taylor, Tim Brinkman said, 
“We’re happy to have this 
chance to make an investment 
in Taylor’s college education.  
Rural communities need edu-
cated and talented young peo-
ple like Taylor to be our leaders 
of the future. It makes us all 
proud at Garden Valley when 
one of the statewide winners is 
selected from our area.” 

The Foundation is part of 
the Minnesota Telecom Al-
liance, a trade organization 
based in St. Paul representing 
over 44 telephone companies 
and cooperatives in the state.   

Taylor Bushelle to Receive Minnesota 
Telecom Alliance Foundation Scholarship

Bridal
Shower

honoring

Bekki Paquin
will be held on

Sat., May 20
at 1:30 pm ... at the

Oklee Senior Site
She is registered at Target.

All friends & family 
invited. O8C

LR, mac, oklee, grygla ......          page 9

STATE
BANK

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742

Phone

218-796-5157 O
8C

Are You A
   Student?

Stop in and inquire about the 
features of our 

STUDENT CHECKING 
ACCOUNT.

COME IN AND 
TALK WITH 

DONNA, MANDY 
OR JANELL.

DONNA MANDY JANELL
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Mustang
stampede

RLCC Menus

Meet the RLCC Seniors

Name: Deidra Walton
Family members: Joe 

& Krista Walton (parents), 
Sammy, Kjersten, Abby Walton 
(siblings).

Favorite movie:  Any 
X-Men movie.

Favorite  song/band: 
Mumford & Sons.

Favorite class: Robotics.
Favorite RLCC Sport/

Activity: 3 Act Play.
Favorite teacher/coach: 

Mr. Illies.
Most important people 

in your life: My squad: Ana, 
Angel, Lynsey, Tera.

Life has rules. What is 
your personal rule you plan 
on following in your life: If 
you’re unsure of something, 
don’t think, just do it.

Best memory from school: 
MN State Robotics competition.

Your plans for the Future: 
Work at Digi-Key, later join the 
Air Force.

Name: Nicholas Steven 
Plante

Family members: Danny 
Plante, Renee Plante, Jacob, 
Jordon,  Tyler ,  Branden, 
Allison, Morgan and Issabel

Favorite movie: Toy Story 
or Goosebumps movie

Favorite song/band: Boys 
of Fall

Favorite class: Welding.
Favorite RLCC Sport/

Activity: Track, Football, 
Basketball

Favorite teacher/coach: 
Bob Bernier, Mr. Larson.

Most important person in 
your life: My parents – show 
me the world of life and always 
believe and push me to know 
what I can do.

Life has rules. What is 
your personal rule you plan 
on following in your life: 
Always give 100 percent no 
matter what comes in your way.

Best memory from school: 
Welding a trailer with 7th hour 
classmates, learning how to 
weld under the trailer while 
getting burnt.

Your plans for the Future: 
I plan to join the work force 
and hopefully get all my goals 
completed and get new goals 
and live life as it comes to me.

Name: Kelsie Sirjord
Family members: Kyle, 

Jesica,  Hunter,  Hannah 
Dudycha and Eric, Karianne, 
Aiden & Jace Sirjord.

Favorite movie:  The 
Sandlot.

Favorite song/band: Dixie 
Chicks.

Favorite class: PreCalc 
(not) 

Favorite RLCC Sport/
Activity: Volleyball.

Favorite teacher/coach: 
Strutz and Nance

Most important person 
in your life: My mom.

Life has rules. What is 
your personal rule you plan 
on following in your life: 
If you don’t mind, it doesn’t 
matter.

Best memory from school: 
Playing pranks on Strutz with 
Nikki.

Your plans for the Future: 
Attend UND for Elementary 
Education.

Name: Talon Porter
Family members: Krist 

Nelson, Kaleb Rousse, Charlie 
Nelson, Lexi Gwynn.

Favorite movie:  God 
Father

Favorite song/band: Red 
Hot Chili Peppers

Favorite class: Library/
Online

Favorite RLCC Sport/
Activity: Basketball

Favorite teacher/coach: 
Chris Nelson, Gary Casavan

Most important person 
in your life: Mom

Life has rules. What is 
your personal rule you plan 
on following in your life: 
Treat others how they treat 
you and be passionate about 
everything you do.

B e s t  m e m o r y  f r o m 
school: The three point contest 
between Wyatt and Jake. When 
Austin had to wear a dress.

Your plans for the Future: 
I want to attend law school and 
become a lawyer.

Prom servers from the sophomore class: Sydnie Gunderson, Justin Nemec, Marie 
Johnson, Isaac Eskeli, and Zoe Russillo. (Photo courtesy of Thoele Photography)

May 22 - 26
Oklee

Mon: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice and milk. Lunch: 
Cook’s Choice and milk. 

Tue: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice and milk. Lunch: 
Cook’s Choice and milk. 

Wed: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice and milk. Lunch: 
Cook’s Choice and milk. 

Thu: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice and milk. Lunch: 
Cook’s Choice and milk. 

Fri: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice and milk. Lunch: 
Cook’s Choice and milk. 
Plummer

Mon: Breakfast: Bacon 
scrambled pizza, cereal, fruit, 
juice, and milk. Lunch: Hot 
dog w/bun, baked beans, chips, 
sherbet, fruit, and milk. 

Tue: Breakfast: Coffee 
cake, cereal, fruit, juice, and 
milk. Lunch: All lunches to 
go – WaterPark meet dietary 
food guidelines – no lunches 
served in school.

Wed: Breakfast: Waffles, 
cereal, fruit, juice, and milk. 
Lunch:  Chicken fa j i tas 
(lettuce, cheese, tomatoes, sour 
cream, salsa), hash browns, 
carrot dippers, fruit, and milk.

Thu: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice – variety of cereal, 
fruit, juice and milk. Lunch: 
Hamburger w/bun (pickles, 
cheese), potato wedges, veggies, 
fruit, and milk.

Fri: Breakfast: Cook’s 
Choice – variety of cereal, fruit, 
juice and milk. Lunch: Pizza 
Hot Pockets, salad, Dixie Cup, 
fruit, and milk.

By: Marie Johnson and 
Sarah Christensen

Red Lake County Central 
Elementary teachers recently 
selected Mrs. Mary Fore as the 
2016-2017 RLCC Elementary 
Educator of the Year. Mr. 
Steven R. Strutz was chosen 
by fellow teachers at the high 
school as 2016-2017 Educator 
of the Year for the RLCC High 
School. 

 Mary Fore has been teaching 
for 34 years and is currently 
teaching First Grade. When 
asked what influenced her to 
become an educator Fore said, 
“I have always loved people, 
both young and old!” When 
she was in high school she 
worked at a nursing home and 
had thought about going into 
nursing but decided to change 
course and go into education. 
She found that she had made 
the right decision. Fore has 
loved working with elementary 
age students. 

Ways she helps and engages 
her students is by working 
closely with all in her class. 
She gets to know each student’s 
strengths and learning style 
which greatly improves their 
chance of success. Fore feels 
very fortunate to have been 
able to work in a smaller school 
and being able to get to know 
each of her students well. 

Getting to know so many 
students and seeing them 
grow and make progress in 
school has been such a reward 
for Fore. She said, “Nothing 

RLCC Educators of the Year

Mary Fore, RLCC Elementary School 
Educator of the Year

RLCC High School Educator of the Year, 
Steven Strutz

can compare to seeing a child 
become a reader and love 
books!” The challenges of 
education have grown over 
her career. Teachers have to 
wear many hats today to best 
help their students succeed. 
Some of the challenges of 
teaching Fore said were the 
state standard tests and the 
rigorous curriculum. 

When asked how your 
students inspire you, Fore 
responded with “My students 
inspire me every day through 
their willingness to work at 
whatever task I ask of them!” 
The students come to school 
with a smile and are always 
eager to see what each day will 
bring. “The simple joy of coming 
to see friends and be together 
in our classroom learning 
community is priceless.” 

Fore also commented, “I feel 
so blessed to have been able 
to spend my entire teaching 
career within our RLCC school 
system. I have worked with so 
many great students and staff 
over the years.” Fore said, “We 
truly have one of the ‘Best’ 
little schools in northwestern 
Minnesota!” 

Steven Strutz has been 
teaching for 22 years as a 
science teacher. One thing 
that influenced him to become 
an educator was tutoring 
nursing students in college. He 
commented, “The best feeling 
in the world is when a student 
gets a concept.” He also enjoys 
the smile a student gets when 

they understand something. He 
is inspired when students come 
ready to learn and are eager for 
something new and exciting. 

Ways he helps students 
succeed include finding ways 
to speak to students at their 
level and making the course 
demanding enough so they 
feel that they are “learning 
something.” He tries to help 
students discover how they 
learn best which can help them 
when they study. He also likes 
to use rewards when students 
do their best.

One reward of teaching he 
said is simply seeing students 
succeed. The challenges are 
more and more every day 
especially the paperwork that 
is involved. Time to accomplish 
the paperwork is another 
challenge.

Strutz added, “I thank 
my peers for recognizing me, 
and it’s a great honor to be 
chosen with so many deserving 
candidates. There are many 
other teachers that go above 
and beyond for the students 
of RLCC.” He commented that 
“It’s not the salary that we 
draw from this school district 
that keeps me coming back 
here. It is the great students 
and faculty that has been 
assembled by the school board 
and Mr. Guetter, Mr. Pederson, 
and Mr. Fougner.” He added, 
“Thank you everybody for this 
exceptional work environment 
and a wonderful 20 plus years 
here.”

Mustangs lose 
to the Rams

By: Sarah Christensen 
The Red Lake County 

Central Mustang girls’ softball 
played in Roseau on Friday, 
May 5. The Mustangs lost to the 
Rams 0-19. The Rams scored 
one run in the first inning, 
four runs in the second inning, 
and fourteen runs in the third 
inning. The game ended after 
the third inning. 

For the Rams, Jennica 
Johnson was two for two hitting 
a triple and four RBIs. Hannah 
Nelson had three RBIs, Kate 
Wensleff, Abby Huss, Hallie 
Sorenson, and Lyria Moser 
had two RBIs. Jenna Byfuglien 
had two stolen bases along 
with Huss, Nelson, Sorenson, 
Johnson, and Moser having one 
stolen base. 

For the Mustangs Calyssa 
Eskeli pitched all three innings 
and had one strike out. Pitcher 
for the Rams was Madi Lee 
pitching all four innings with 
two strike outs. 

Rebels sink 
the Pirates 

By: Sarah Christensen
The Red Lake County 

Rebels boys’ baseball defeated 
the Crookston Pirates 13-0 
on April, Friday 5th at 6:00 
PM. Rebel pitcher Brandon 
Klipping won over the Pirates 
pitcher Leyton Salentine. The 
Rebels scored 11 runs in the 
first inning and two runs in 
the third inning. 

For the Rebels, Mason 
Hanson was two for three 
at bat and Chase Schmitz 
was two for three at bat and 
had four RBIs. Rebel Josh 
Casavan pitched one inning 
and Klipping finished the last 
four innings with four strike 
outs. 

Red Lake County 
Baseball win at WEM

By: Hannah Riendeau 
Red Lake County baseball 

went to Erskine Monday, May 
5. Red Lake County won 19-5 
over the Win-E-Mac Patriots. 

Rebels  started strong 
scoring 12 runs in the first 
inning and scoring seven in 
the second inning. WEM scored 
three runs in the third inning 
and one run in both the fourth 
and fifth innings. 

Highlights from the Rebels 
were Brandon Klipping was two 

for two at bat, Josh Casavan 
hit two for two, Chase Schmitz 
was two for three at bat, and 
Derek Peterson was two for 
two. Casavan had three RBIs, 
Schmitz three, and Peterson 
two. For WEM, Gavin Walker 
was two for three at bat, had 
a double and one RBI. 

F o r  p i t c h i n g ,  E t h a n 
Vettleson pitched four innings, 
giving up four runs, and 
striking out seven batters. Ben 
Cardinal pitched one inning, 
gave up one run and struck 
out two players.

RLCC loses to 
East Polk 

By Marie Johnson 
Red Lake County Central 

Mustangs softball lost to East 
Polk County on Tuesday, May 
5th. In the first inning the 
Mustangs scored one run and 
East Polk scored eleven runs. 
RLCC scored one more run in 
the second and East Polk scored 
eight runs. In the third inning 
both teams were scoreless 
and in the fourth inning the 
Mustangs didn’t score. The 
Mustangs lost 2-19. 

For the Mustangs Megan 
Berberich hit one for one with 
one RBI, and Calyssa Eskeli 
hit one for two with one RBI. 
Berberich had one stolen base. 

Tanya Bring hit three for 
four with four RBIs for East 
Polk County. Jaclyn Hubbard 
had two RBIs and Kayla Juve 
had three. Rebecca Olson hit 
three for three. Hitting doubles 
were Tanya Bring and Kayla 
Juve. Bring, Faith Balstad, 
and Kora Norland each had 
two stolen bases. 

Calyssa Eskeli pitched the 
whole game for the Mustangs 
with three strike outs. Carlie 
Sander pitched for East Polk 
and had four strike outs. 

Russillo named Girls 
Running Events MVP 
at Conference Meet

Sophomore Zoe Russillo was 
awarded the Most Valuable 
Player for Girls Running 
Events at the Pine-to-Prairie 
Conference Meet. The meet was 
held Thursday, May 11 at Ada. 

Russillo not only was named 
MVP but also broke a team 
record for the Red Lake County 
Rebels Track and Field Team. 
She ran the 200 Meter in 26.63 
seconds breaking the previous 
RLC record of 27 seconds set 
by Michelle Halvorson in 2002.

Overall the Girls’ Team 
finished in fourth place.

100 Hurdles- 2nd place: 
MaKenzie Williams 16.89, 4th 
place: Ashley Longtin 17.28, 
and 5th place: Megan LaCrosse 
17.82

100 Meter- 1st place: Zoe 
Russillo 12.71, and 6th place: 
AJ Jones 13.67

4x200 Meter Relay- 4th 
place: Clara Girdler, Julia 
Bernstein, Kjerstin Nelson, 
and Hollie Knott 2:01.32

4x100 Meter Relay- 1st place: 
AJ Jones, Julia Bernstein., 
MaKenzie Williams, and Zoe 
Russillo 52.81 

800 Meter- 6th place: 
Kjerstin Nelson 2:48.34

300 Hurdles- 4th place: 
Megan LaCrosse 53.00, and 6th 
place: Madison Derosier 55.34

200 Meter- 1st place: Zoe 
Russillo 26.63 **This is a new 
Team Record**, and 6th place: 
AJ Jones 28.63	  

High Jump- 1st place: 
Ashley Longtin 5’0”, and 4th 
place: MaKenzie Williams 4’8”

Long Jump- 3rd place: 
Megan LaCrosse 14’4 ¼” 

Triple Jump- 3rd place: 
Megan LaCrosse 30’10 ½”, and 
5th place: MaKenzie Williams 
30’ ¾” 

Discus- 5th place: Hollie 
Knott 74’0”

The Boys’ Team finished in 
seventh place.

1600 Meter- 4th place: Chris 
Longtin 5:08.89.

Zoe  Russ i l lo ,  Gir l s 
Running Events MVP at the 
Pine-to-Prairie Conference 
Meet
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By: Hannah Riendeau 
During Red Lake County 

Central High School Awards 
Day on Wednesday, May 11th, 
seniors were recognized along 
with their future plans. Local 
scholarships were also given 
out totaling $24,650. The 
following scholarships were 
made possible by the generosity 
of many local organizations, 
businesses, and individuals.

Five- $300 Red Lake County 
Central Community Service 
Scholarships were given to 
Kelsie Sirjord, Ashley Longtin, 
Shelby Gunderson, Taylor 
Bushelle, and Angel Auman. 
These scholarships were 
funded through donations 
from Northwest Grain, Oklee 
Quilting, Red Lake County Co-
op, Plummer Co-op Creamery, 
Oklee Lumber, D&R Grocery, 
and ISD #2906. Principal 
Randy Pederson presented 
these scholarships. 

Plummer Senior Citizen 
$200 Scholarship was given to 
Ashley Longtin. 

Two- $1000 Tim and Donna 
Swenson Scholarships were 
presented to Angel Auman and 
Kyle Gagner.

Seven Orlo and Millie 
Melby Scholarships of $1000 
were presented to five seniors 
and two alumni. Seniors 
included Natalie Aakhus, 
Megan Berberich, and Taylor 
Bushelle, Ashley Longtin, and 
Nikki Schmitz; and alumni 
were Kayla Olson and Holly 
Vettleson.

Plummer Snowmobile Club 
Scholarship of $250 was given 
to Nikki Schmitz. 

O k l e e  M o o n l i g h t e r 
S n o w m o b i l e  C l u b  $ 2 5 0 
Scholarship was given to 
Nikki Schmitz by Mrs. Anita 

“WE ARE”– We are Kindness…We are Love…We are Peace…We Are Hope was the 
theme of RLCC Elementary 4th, 5th, and 6th grade concert.

RLCC 4th, 5th, and 6th grade choirs at their Spring Concert.

Pictured at the “WE ARE” Spring Concert were Lily Hager, Kya Morinville, Ella 
Moen, and Molly Smith. 

Red Lake County Central seniors 
awarded scholarships at Awards Day

Vettleson. 
Megan Berberich, Lynsey 

Morris, Brandon Lee, Taylor 
Bushelle,  Kelsie Sirjord, 
and Ashley Longtin were 
presented the 2-$400 and 
4-$300 Vincent and Shirley 
Dessellier Scholarship by the 
Desselliers.

M r s .  D a n i  P a r a d i s 
presented the $500 Lorna 
Wicks Scholarship to Nikki 
Schmitz. 

The $1500 Essential Health 
Scholarship was presented by 
Mrs. Dani Paradis to Megan 
Berberich. 

Natalie Aakhus and Nikki 
Schmitz were given the 
two $500 Red Lake Electric 
Cooperative Scholarship by Mr. 
Randy Versdahl. 

Ms. Shelley Steva presented 
two $500 scholarships from 
RLCC Education Association 
to Kelsie Sirjord and Angel 
Auman. 

Mrs. Michele Longtin of the 
Plummer Lions Too presented 
two $100 scholarships to Taylor 
Bushelle and Ashley Longtin.

Mr. Derek Gagner handed 
eight scholarships of $250 
each from the Plummer Lions 
to Natalie Aakhus, Angel 
Auman, Megan Berberich, 
Taylor Bushelle, Kyle Gagner, 
and Ashley Longtin, Nikki 
Schmitz, and Kelsie Sirjord. 

Two  Grace  McManus 
Scholarships of $500 were 
presented by Mrs. Nancy 
G u n d e r s o n  t o  S h e l b y 
Gunderson and Kelsie Sirjord. 

Mr. Les Hofstad presented 
the $200 Plummer American 
Legion Post #623 Scholarship 
and Citizenship Award to Kyle 
Gagner.

Mr .  Mi t ch  Berns te in 
p r e s e n t e d  t h r e e  $ 5 0 0 

scholarships from the Oklee 
Ambulance to Natalie Aakhus, 
Makay Berns, and Megan 
Berberich.

The Plummer American 
Legion Auxiliary gave out a 
$200 scholarship to Taylor 
Bushelle. It was presented by 
Mrs. DeeAnn Eskeli. 

 Mr. Jerry Freitag presented 
a $2000 scholarship to Taylor 
Bushelle from the Minnesota 
Telcom Alliance Scholarship. 

(L to R) RLCC Education Association VP Andrea Eskeli honored Alice Jobe with the Elementary Friends of 
Education award. RLCC EA President Shelly Steva presented Suzie Gunderson with the High School Friends of 
Education award.  Jobe was selected for talking to the students about the American flag.  Gunderson was chosen for 
her leadership in RLCC Post Prom. The awards were presented May 3 at the Kramer Brown Recognition Banquet.

ATTENTION
RED LAKE COUNTY SMALL BUSINESS AND

POTENTIAL STARTUP ENTERPRISES

The Red Lake County Economic Development Corpo-
ration can help you start your own business or expand 
an existing one. We are here to assist with a five (5) year 
loan for an amount up to $20,000 at 2% APR. The business 
must be located in Red Lake County.

For more information, contact the Red Lake County 
Economic Development home office at 1-218-253-2897.

Or call David Ste. Marie, Red Lake Falls, 218-698-4279; 
Mike Spurgin, Red Lake Falls, 218-465-4648 or Leo Olson, 
Oklee, 218-796-5656.                             O43-43C (2x/mo.)

We Print 
Everything 
But Money!

Gonvick 487 5225
Grygla 294-6220 

McIntosh 563-3585
Oklee 796-5181

Complete 
Printing Services

(Top to bottom) Carson Lambert, Gerald 
Melin, Paige Olson, Guy Bergerson, Hayz 
Hanson, and Kehan Nelson at the RLCC 4-6th 
grade concert.

RLCC Elementary Spring Concert
 “WE ARE” – We are Kindness…We are Love…

We are Peace…We Are Hope 

The 5th and 6th grade band playing together at RLCC Elementary Spring Concert.



Wednesday, May 17, 2017 THE OKLEE HERALD 5

By Sarah Christensen
The annual Awards Day was 

held at 1:00 pm at the Red Lake 
County Central High School. 
Students were recognized and 
presented certificates and 
awards.

Mr. Randall Pederson, 
principal at RLCC, presented 
Perfect Attendance Award to 
Andrew Fish. Jillian Booth, 
Peyton Fish, Lilly Hanson, 
Tom Nelson, Katelyn Suchy, 
Lacey Pendelton, and Ethan 
Vettleson each received a 
certificate being absent one 
day or less. 

Outstanding Senior Awards 
were presented in the four core 
classes. Angel Auman received 
the Outstanding All-Around 
Senior Award from Principal 
Pederson. Outstanding Senior 
Social Studies Award was 
presented to Taylor Bushelle 
from Mr. Randy Huie. Mr. 
Bryan Paskvan presented 
the Outstanding Senior Math 
Award to Natalie Aakhus. The 
Outstanding Senior English 
Award was given to Kelsie 
Sirjord by Mr. Mike Swenson. 
Mr. Steven Strutz presented 
the Outstanding Senior Science 
Award to Ashley Longtin. 
The Outstanding Technology 
Award went to Kyle Gagner 
by Mr. Michael Illies.

Ms. Shelley Steva presented 
the Riverwatch Awards to Nick 
Lill, Austin Jensen, Christian 
Baker, Erin Jones, Marcus 
Styles, Nick Plante, and Adrien 
Verbout. 

Mr. Aaron Nelson presented 
Senior Tri-Athlete Award to 
Ashely Longtin. 

Student Senate Awards 
were presented by their advisor 
Mr. Randy Huie. Officer 
awards went to President 
Taylor Bushelle, Vice President 
Angel Auman, Secretary Ashley 
Longtin, and Treasurer Lynsey 
Morris. Class senators were 
recognized. Seniors: Natalie 
Aakhus, Megan Berberich, 
and Tera Qualley. Juniors: 
Sydney Melby and Jade Person. 
Sophomores: Julia Bernstein 

By Marie Johnson 
 Red Lake County Central 

recognized the April Students 
of the Month. Senior High 
Student of the Month was 
awarded to Hannah Kolstoe 
and Junior High Student of 
the Month was awarded to 
Eric Gieseke. 

Hannah Kolstoe is  in 
eleventh grade and is 17 years 
old. Kolstoe is the daughter 
of Matt and Lisa Kolstoe and 
has one sibling, Emily Kolstoe. 
She is involved in basketball, 
volleyball, Knowledge Bowl, 
Envirothon, and three-act 

April RLCC Students of the Month
Mr. Kory Baril presented the Junior High Student of the Month to Eric Gieseke. Mr. 

Mike Swenson gave the High School Student of the Month award to Hannah Kolstoe. 

play. In Kolstoe's free time, 
she takes naps and does her 
homework. Mr. Mike Swenson 
nominated Kolstoe for this 
award. Swenson said that she 
had “proven herself as a leader 
in her class.” She has excelled 
in her classes and in sports. 
Swenson noted that “Hannah 
has been in theater for years 
and has become an excellent 
actress able to take any role I 
have given her.” 

Eric Gieseke is the son 
of Pam and Randy Gieseke. 
He is in eighth grade and 

is 14 years old. Gieseke has 
two siblings, Grace and Will. 
Gieseke is involved in baseball 
and basketball. In his free 
time he enjoys playing video 
games. Gieseke was nominated 
by Mr. Kory Baril. Baril said 
he nominated Gieseke “for 
his growth as a leader.” Mr. 
Baril also noted that “Eric is 
beginning to understand what 
it means to be a good leader: 
that it’s not all about himself 
becoming better, but rather 
making others around him 
better.” 

Red Lake County 
Track and Field

By: Hannah Riendeau 
Red Lake County Track 

and Field went to Mahnomen 
on Friday, May 4. It was the 
Mahnomen/Waubun Invite 
Meet. 

RLC girls finished in fourth 
place. Their results follow. 

100 Hurdles- 1st place: 
Makenzie Williams 17.10, and 
4th place: Ashley Longtin 17.73

100 Meter- 1st place: Zoe 
Russillo 12.97, and 7th place: 
AJ Jones 13.77

4x200 Meter Relay- 5th 
place: Clara Girdler, Julia 
Bernstein, Kjerstin Nelson, 
and Hollie Knott 2:03.8

4x100 Meter Relay- 1st place: 
AJ Jones, Julia Bernstein, 
Makenzie Williams, and Zoe 
Russillo 52.58 ** This is a new 
Team Record **

400 Meter- 7th place: Clara 
Girdler 1:08.57, and 8th place: 
Kjerstin Nelson 1:09.27

300 Hurdles- 5th place: 
Megan LaCrosse 52.41

200 Meter- 1st place: Zoe 
Russillo 27.13, and 7th place: 
AJ Jones 28.82	  

High Jump- 1st place: 
Ashley Longtin 4’10”, and 
2nd place: Makenzie Williams 
4’8 ¼”

Long Jump- 3rd place: 
Megan LaCrosse 14’7” 

Overall the boys finished in 
11th place.

1600 Meter- 5th place: Chris 
Longtin 5:09.45

 
RLC Jr Hi track 
competes at Ada-
Borup

Red Lake County Rebels 
Junior High Track and Field 
team traveled to the Ada-Borup 
Junior High Meet. The meet 

was held Monday, May 8.
Girls “A” Division came in 

second place overall. Placing 
were the following:

100 Meter- 4th place: AJ 
Jones 14.47

200 Meter- 2nd place: Hollie 
Knott 30.05, and 5th place: AJ 
Jones 31.07

400 Meter- 1st place: Clara 
Girdler 1:08.18, and 2nd place: 
Kjerstin Nelson 1:09.66

800 Meter- 2nd place: Clara 
Girdler 2:49.95, and 3rd place: 
Kjerstin Nelson 2:50.89

4x200 Meter Relay- 1st 
place: Clara Girdler, Kjerstin 
Nelson, Hollie Knott, and AJ 
Jones 2:00.23

Long Jump- 1st place: Clara 
Girdler 13’2”, and 3rd place: 
AJ Jones 12’9 ½” 

Placing sixth overall was 
the Girls “B” Division. Their 
results follow.

100 Meter-  1st place: 
Shawna Majeres 14.12

4x100 Meter Relay- 5th 
place: Paige Olson, Aurimy 
Olson, Arielle Rude, and 
Shawna Majeres 1:04.42

4x200 Meter Relay- 4th 
place: Marissa Thomas, Paige 
Olson, Molly Smith, and Carlee 
Whalen 2:36.58

Shot Put- 3rd place: Marissa 
Thomas 20’7 ½”and 4th place: 
Carlee Whalen 20’5”	  

Long Jump- 3rd place: Clara 
Girdler 12’2”

Overal l  the Boys “A” 
Division finished in ninth place. 
Individual results include:

200 Meter- 5th place: Britain 
Arlt 31.27, and 6th place: Lane 
Renner 33.95

400 Meter- 5th place: Britain 
Arlt 1:13.54

Boys “B” Division team 
finished in seventh place.

400 Meter- 5th place:: Brody 
Moen 1:20.28

4x200 Meter Relay- 2nd 

place: Steven Sogla, Oscar 
Duden, Gunnar Sandeen, and 
Brody Moen 2:20.43

Shot Put- 5th place: Andrew 
Gryskiewicz 23’3”

RLC baseball 
falls to Barnesville

By: Sarah Christensen
The Red Lake County 

Rebel boys’ baseball played 
in Crookston against the 
Barnesv i l l e  Tro jans  on 
Saturday, May 6th losing 2-3. 
The Rebels scored two in the 
sixth inning and the Trojans 
scored one run in the fourth 
inning, one run in the fifth 
inning, and one run in the 
sixth inning. 

Josh Casavan pitcher from 
the Rebels lost to pitcher from 
the Trojans, Brady Tweeton. 
Casavan pitched all six innings 
striking out thirteen Trojans. 
For the Rebels Derek Peterson 
batted two for two at bat. For 
the Trojans Chase Benner 
batted two for three at bat.

Red Lake County Central High 
School holds its Awards Day

and Dawson Rystad. Freshmen: 
Calyssa Eskeli and Karena 
Melby. Eighth graders: Kia 
Bachand and Karena Melby. 
Seventh graders: Tyler Eskeli 
and Taya Morinville.

S p e e c h  A w a r d s  w e r e 
presented by Ms. Jessie 
Hamrum. They were given to 
Lilly Hanson, Halie Thompson, 
Jayden Fore, David Clifton, 
Shelby Gunderson,  Jade 
Person,  Remi Rathsack, 
J a y d e n  I v e r s o n ,  L i l y 
Guillemette, Phillip Sorenson, 
Sydney Melby, Dede Walton, 
Natalie Aakhus, and Danny 
Guillemette (from RLF). The 
State Speech participant was 
Lily Guillemette.

Dedication of the 2017 
Yearbook was given by seniors 
Dede Walton and Lynsey 
Morris to Mr. Michael Illies.

The  Knowledge  Bowl 
Awards were given by Mr. 
Bryan Paskvan to seniors: 
Megan Berberich, Ashely 
Longtin,  Kels ie  Sir jord, 
Nikki Schmitz, Kyle Gagner, 
Shelby Gunderson, Angel 
Auman, Taylor Bushelle, Tera 
Qualley, Dede Walton, and 
Makay Berns. Juniors: Seth 
Paradis, Jade Person, Sydney 
Melby, Katie Olson, Hannah 
Kolstoe, Nick Pahlen, and 
Jayden Fore. Sophomores: 
Sydnie Gunderson and Phillip 
Sorenson. 

Mr. Swenson presented the 
Drama Senior Awards to Tera 
Qualley, Natalie Aakhus, and 
Dede Walton. One-act play 
awards went to Remi Rathsack, 
Jayden Fore, Sydney Melby, 
Tom Nelson, Jade Person, 
Tera Qualley, Kara Longtin, 
Heather Longtin, Dede Walton, 
Britain Arlt, Natalie Aakhus, 
and David Clifton. Three-act 
play awards were presented to 
Nick Pahlen, Hannah Kolstoe, 
Dede Walton, Natalie Aakhus, 
Tera Qualley, Jade Person, 
Abby Walton, Kara Longtin, 
Sydnie Melby, Tom Nelson, 
Jayden Iverson, Britain Arlt, 
Heather Longtin, and Remi 
Rathsack. 

 The Six Year Math and 
Science Awards were given 
to Ashely Longtin, Kelsie 
Sirjord, Angel Auman, Megan 
Berberich, Taylor Bushelle, 
and Tera Qualley by math 
teachers Mrs. Sue Lee and Mr. 
Bryan Paskvan, and science 
teachers Ms. Shelley Steva, 
Mr. Mike Illies, and Mr. Steve 
Strutz.

The Senior Countdown 
Award was a tie. It was 
presented by Mr. Steve Strutz 
to Natalie Aakhus and Dede 
Walton. 

Mr. Strutz presented the 
Envirothon Awards to the 
highest oral presentation: 
A n g e l  A u m a n ,  M e g a n 
Berberich, Nikki Schmitz, 
Ashley Longtin, and Kelsie 
Sirjord and the third place 
regional team: Jayden Fore, 
Sydney  Melby ,  Hannah 
Kolstoe, Nick Pahlen, and 
Taylor Bushelle. 

A variety of music awards 
were presented by Mrs. Patty 
Michelson. Lettering in choir 
was Phillip Sorenson and for 
band was Lacey Pendelton. 
Chosen MVP by the junior 
high choir was Brody Moen 
and for junior high band was 
Adriel Bakken. Selected MVP 
for senior high choir was Lily 
Guillemette and for senior high 
band was Sydney Melby. The 
Senior Awards were presented 
to Dede Walton and Natalie 
Aakhus. The Director’s Award 
was given to Tom Nelson.

Minnesota Honor Society 
members were also listed 
in the program including 
seniors: Natalie Aakhus, Angel 
Auman, Megan Berberich, 
Taylor  Bushelle ,  Shelby 
Gunderson, Ashley Longtin, 
Tera Qualley, Nicole Schmitz, 
Kelsie Sirjord; juniors: Jayden 
Fore, Hannah Kolstoe, Erin 
Jones, Kara Longtin, Sydney 
Melby, Katie Olson, Matthew 
Vettleson; and sophomores: 
Jarisa Bailey, Julia Bernstein, 
Sydnie Gunderson, and Marie 
Johnson. 

 

Oklee Herald papers 
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Oklee: D & R Grocery, 
Cenex C-Store, Oklee Herald 
office.

Brooks: Brooks Travel 
Center.

Plummer: Plummer Coop 
Creamery.

Red Lake Falls: Eagle 
Square.

Gully: Gully Tri-Coop.
And Online! Go to www.

TriCoCanary.com. 
If you already have a 

subscription to the Oklee 
Herald, you can access the 
online version free!. Just call 
Richards at 218-487-5225 to 
get your Oklee Herald  online.

2017 RLC Youth FAS was held from 9am to 3pm at the Plummer range, 26 
students were certified after taking on-line class and completing a field day. 
Instructors from Plummer and RLF’s put on the course sponsored by Plummer 
area sportsman and RLF’s Sportsman clubs. Great day and great weather! 
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S o u n d s  l i k e 
multiplication?

Guess again. It’s newspaper 
talk for a one column by 2 inch 
ad. Too small to be effective? 
You’re reading this one!!!

Oklee Herald
• 796-5181 •

okleeherald@gmail.com

Who’s Dat?

Who’s Dat
This week's photo is of four young people who grew 

up in the area.
Last week's photo was of Norman Nelson. He was 

growing his beard out for Oklee's 75th Anniversary held 
in 1985.

Photos needed:  Everyone has a great photo of a familiar 
face from the Oklee, Brooks, Gully, Trail or Plummer areas. 

If you email a photo, 
please scan at 300 dpi (high 
quality) if you can. You can 
email to okleeherald@gmail.
com. 

If you mail a photo to 
the Oklee Herald office, 
please enclose a self address 
stamped envelope so the 
photos can be returned. Mail  
them to: 

Oklee Herald
PO Box 9
Oklee MN 56742

Brooks - Terrebonne News
By Barb Novak   218-698-4296   novakbl@gvtel.com

Plummer News 
By Alice Jobe  218-465-4402

Senior Site News and Other Things
By Volunteer Iona Berry

Red Lake County Extension Educator
Curtis W. Nyegaard - 218-253-2895 

Oklee Herald Early Files
Seventy Years Ago
May 15, 1947
Mr. and Mrs. Harley Parsley 

are the proud parents of a 
daughter born May 7th and 
have named her Betty Jean.

Mr. and Mrs. D.J. Bergeron 
and family have moved into 
town from the farm in Lambert 
Township, which they recently 
sold to Mr. and Mrs. Vern 
Belland.

A large group of friends 
gathered at the Thomas 
Houtari home to honor Mr. 
and Mrs. Andy Houtari on their 
golden anniversary.

Sixty Years Ago
May 16, 1957
E d  B e r n i e r ,  O k l e e 

Constable, last week presented 
his resignation before the 
regulation meeting of the 
village council.

A brand new little baby girl 
has come to make her home 
with Mr. and Mrs. Dona Rock. 
This little girl arrived May and 
has been named Peggy Jo.

Mark Larson celebrated his 
fourth birthday with many 
guests.

Fifty Years Ago
May 11, 1967
Cold, wet weather continues 

to retard field work and spring 
planting operations in the area. 
To date, little or no seeding 
has been done in the Red River 
Valley and elsewhere.

Mr. and Mrs. Russel Fore, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Fore 
and family attended the 

confirmation of Brian Peterson 
at Thief River Falls on Sunday.

Ervin Weberg is a patient at 
the Veterans Hospital at Fargo. 
He received third degree burns 
after his coveralls ignited on 
fire on Friday morning. He will 
have to stay in the hospital for 
a few months.

Forty Years Ago
May 19, 1977
There were at least two 

reports of severe wind damage 
in the Oklee area from winds 
that struck the area last 
Sunday.

Winners of the School Board 
race were Don Stenberg and 
Lloyd Mercil. The winners were 
elected to three year terms.

The Setesdals Laget og 
America, will hold the annual 
convention in Oklee on June 
17 & 18th.

115 persons attended 
the f irst drug workshop 
at Zion Lutheran Church 
entitled “What is Chemical 
Dependency” and watched a 
movie called, “Conspiracy of 
Silence.”

Thirty Years Ago
May 20, 1987
Thirteen Oklee Seniors 

will be graduating as honor 
students out of 32 students.

A baby shower was held for 
John Sorenson, son of Karl and 
Rita Sorenson at the home of 
Corlan Magnell last Saturday.

Angela Taylor and Randy 
Bergeron together with their 
parents, Soctt and Pat Taylor of 

Fertile and Willard and Donna 
Bergeron of Oklee announce 
the engagement and upcoming 
marriage.

May 21, 1997
Ten years ago, the City of 

Oklee had a question to answer 
about whether to have a logo 
painted on the water tower. 
The citizens were asked to 
help decide.

Linda Homme, Mishawn 
Shaske and Nicholas took their 
grandma Ida out for supper on 
Wednesday.

Sheila, Malory, Brett and 
Abigail Gerardy, Tricia Willett 
and Russell Sorenson were 
Saturday breakfast guests of 
Wavell and Lloyd Sorenson, 
observing Mother’s Day. 

Ten Years Ago
May 17, 2007
The Red Lake County 

Commissioners approved the 
purchase of a boat for use in 
water rescues for the Sheriff’s 
Department.

Kermit Knutson,  past 
Sheriff of Red Lake County 
from 1971 to 1987.

Carole Konickson received 
a plaque for her years of 
service and great expressions of 
appreciation from Mr. Guetter 
and other staff at the Plummer 
School on Wednesday.

Naomi Schulstad and 
Michael Hanson announce 
their engagement. Parents 
are Barb & Charles Schulstad 
of Erskine and Wanda & Lee 
Hanson of Plummer.

Many farmers are wondering 
the same thing this time of the 
year. HOW MUCH OF MY 
FALL APPLIED NITROGEN 
IS STILL AVAILABLE IN 
THE SOIL BECAUSE OF 
IT BEING WET IN 2016.
To answer that question, a 
person needs to consider the 
nitrogen cycle. There   are 
three dominant forms of 
nitrogen in the soil; ammonium 
(NH4+), nitrate(NO3-), and 
nitrogen(N). Plants mostly 
take up ammonium and nitrate 
nitrogen for their growth, while 
nitrogen contained within soil 
organic matter is a slow release 
source of ammonium in the soil.

Anyone who has had a 
soil test done is familiar 
with  CEC  (cation exchange 
capac i ty )  o f  the i r  so i l . 
The  CEC  measures how well 
the soil can hold positively 
charged nutrients, which is 
important to know because 
soil particles-sands, silts, and 
especially clays-have many 
negative charges on their 
surfaces, and very few positive 
charges.

Think of the soil  and 
different forms of nitrogen 
as the charged ends of a 
magnet.  The ammonium 
form of nitrogen is positively 
charged so the negatively 
charged particles will attract 
ammonium and easily retain 
it in the soil. The nitrate 
form of nitrogen is negatively 
charged, so it is not attracted 
to the negatively charged 
soil particles. Because nitrate 
also dissolves easily in water, 
it tends to move wherever 
water moves in the soil. This 
is great for a crop that is 
actively pulling a lot of water 
out of the soil, but also means 
that nitrate can easily be 
lost if water in the soil is 

Nitrogen Availability From Fall Application
moving down to a tile drain 
or groundwater.

Nitrogen in the soil tends 
to change forms in fairly 
predictable ways. The nitrogen 
forms compounds that are 
in  commerical  fertilizers, like 
anhydrous ammonia and urea, 
which convert to ammonium 
in soils within a few days of 
application. In the process of 
nitrification, microorganisms 
in the soil will then convert 
ammonium to nitrate over 
time. These microorganisms 
are most active in moist, warm 
soils. Under those conditions, 
most fertilizer nitrogen usually 
converts to nitrogen within 
a few weeks. In cases of 
flooded soils without oxygen 
(like wetlands) or frozen 
soils, fertilizer nitrogen will 
not convert to nitrate. Since 
Minnesota’s agricultural soils 
only rarely become depleted 
of oxygen, the net result of 
nitrification is an accumulation 
of nitrate in our soils during 
the growing season. 

T h e  n i t r a t e  t h a t 
accumulates in agricultural 
soils has a seasonal pattern to it. 
Research plots have shown that, 
where nitrogen rates have been 
optimized for corn production, 
nitrate accumulates in the 
soi l  in the spring after 
fertil izer application, as 
soi l  temperatures warm 
u p .  T y p i c a l l y ,  w h e r e 
nitrogen fertilizer has been 
applied preplant, nitrate levels 
spike between corn emergence 
and the V6 growth stage, and 
then decline steadily until the 
crop has matured. The soil is 
still producing lots of nitrate 
from organic matter later in 
the growing season, but by the 
V8 growth stage, corn is rapidly 
removing nitrate from the soil. 
In optimally fertilized corn, it 

is not unusual or alarming for 
a soil that had above 25 ppm 
nitrate at V6 to have less than 
5ppm by R1. 

The key to knowing the loss 
potential lies in understanding 
how and when other forms 
of nitrogen will convert to 
nitrate. Just as critical is 
the timing of rainfall events 
across the growing season. 
For  the  latest  nutr ient 
management information; go 
the U M Extension web site 
at U M Extension.com and do 
a search for nitrogen and/or 
nutrient management updates 
or to have a specific question 
answered, you can contact 
Greg Klinger, U M Extension 
Ag Educator for Water Quality 
Management at  gklinger@
umn.edu. 

Source: Greg  Klinger  and 
Anne Struffert, U M Extension 
Educators for Ag Water Quality 
Protection.

On Sunday May 7th at 1:00 
p.m. Immanuel Church had 
a Mother-Daughter tea but 
first Rick and Arlene Froiland 
showed pictures of their trip 
to Israel, they had taken in 
February. They had seen an-
cient tombs, the Sea of Gali-
lee, where Jesus was born, the 
camels with the nomads, flocks 
of sheep. The Jews in their 
dress and Arabs, temples, bath 
house and many other points of 
interest. They saw Bethlehem, 
the former wailing wall, also.

After the slides, we were 
treated to Mediterranean food. 
We had Falafel balls (vegan) 
gyros, Israeli salad, olives, 
Hummus, Pita bread and deli-
cious Baklava.

There were about 30 la-
dies, some kids too. Bunny 
DuChamp asked me to be her 
guest. They also had some 
souvenirs from Israel: wooden 
camel, a small nativity set and 
water from the Sea of Galilee. 
It sure was an enjoyable after-

noon.
Tuesday, May 9 was Nation-

al Bike to School Day. Encour-
aging kids to get more exercise.

On Wednesday 10 ladies 
went to the Cozy for Red hats. 
Mary Shindler won the quarter 
pot. Their special was chicken 
Kiev, spaghetti, garlic bread, 
frosted brownie for dessert. We 
also had tossed salads.

Bunny DuChamp had com-
pany from Rainier, Washing-
ton. It was her nephew Ron 
Nesland and wife Cathy, who 
came Wednesday. They also 
went to eat at the Cozy in 
Brooks and Jim DuChamp 
came also.

Later in the afternoon Cathy 
and Ron N. toured the muse-
um. Then in the evening en-
joyed playing Bingo at the Le-
gion.

The guys seeded the land 
west of town rented by Tri Riv-
er. They put in wheat and soy 
beans.

I cut grass last weekend, 
first time and the dandelions 
are bad as well as “Creeping 
Charlie.”

I’d like to apologize for omit-
ting a name from last weeks 
news. Suzie Gunderson of Trail 
also received a Volunteer “Ap-
ple” award for being a RLCC 
volunteers.

Pastor Jonathan’s mom Lau-
ra Dodson attended the Moth-
er’s Day Team Sunday as well 
as Kelly’s mom. Good to see 
both ladies.

Wonderful weather hap-
pened this past weekend.  
Mother’s Day was warm and 
really good cookout weather.  
We had a cookout one of the 
first of many I hope. Fishing 
opener was as usual met with 
men who really wanted their 
first walleye of the season.  

Wow, so many things to 
do. There was an auction sale 
in Plummer and many people 
showed up for a chance at 
something of their dreams 
too. A great weekend with no 
chance for being bored.

Red Hats met on last 
Wednesday for their monthly 
eat and gab session. It was 
fun because so many were able 
to come. Karen Tvedt, Mary 
Schindler, Emelie Skjerven, 
Anne Traxler, Alice Jobe, Mick-
ey Duden, Elinor Olson, Barb 
Novak, Anna DeHate, Wilma 
Arlt all joined in the meal.  
Next month we are planning 
to go to Lakeview in Mentor on 
June 16, so plan ahead.  

Bunny Duchamp usually 
comes to Red Hats but she was 
fortunate enough to be invited 
to dinner that day with her son 
Duke and another couple. We 
did see her and greet her on 
our way out of the restaurant.  

Nancy and Matt Ellenson 
of Warroad and their children 
Ian, Phillip, Margaret, and 
Daphne arrived at the Jerome 
Novak home on Friday evening, 
and Rebecca Novak of Mankato 
arrived Friday evening as well. 
Matt and Nancy  Ellenson went 
on Saturday to the gradua-
tion at UND of his niece who 
graduated in Nursing. Ian 
and Jerome Novak and Matt 
Ellenson went to the auction 
in Plummer for the morning.  

Phillip, Daphne, and Margaret  
helped their Aunt Becky do 
some chores for their Grandma 
while the parents were gone. 
On Sunday  they had a BBQ 
cookout of chicken and pork 
chops. Mother’s Day was well 
celebrated with that cookout. 
What a great family Barb No-
vak has. Thank you for all the 
help and good cards I received 
as well as the great food.  

Joyce Morinville celebrated 
Mother’s Day with her family 
too. On Saturday she spent all 
day watching her grandkids 

perform in various sports.  She 
had wonderful photos of them 
on Facebook as well. Grand-
kids are sure a big joy for us 
older folks.  

We hope you had a great 
weekend and that your week 
ahead is wonderful. It sounds 
like we will get some rain this 
week. That would not be a bad 
thing in moderation. It will 
make the grass grow though 
so we may be busy mowing by 
the weekend. Enjoy  everything 
you encounter this week.

Mother’s Day has passed. I 
hope everyone had a good day.

Don took me out for dinner, 
which is always fun and after-
wards we looked at flowers to 
purchase. I really don’t have a 
green thumb, but I always try 
to plant a few.

Last week Ione Nelson and 
myself visited Alice Bluem-
ke who is recovering from a 
stroke. She is at the nursing 
home connected to the Fosston 
hospital. 

Dorothy Lee is now at the 
Care Center in Thief River 
Falls. I visited with her last 
week. She was happy to see 
me and welcomes visitors. It 
is a very nice place to see and 

her room was very nice.
*****

Dates to Remember
May 18: Site Council meet-

ing at 10:00 a.m.
May 19: Birthday meal - call 

and sign up.
*****

Words of Wisdom
A job well done is a job 

finished.
Open your arms to change, 

but don’t let go of your values. 
Remember that silence is 

sometimes the best answer. 
*****

Joke Time
While my friend Emily was 

visiting her mother, they went 

for a walk and bumped into 
an old family acquaintance. 
“Is this your daughter?” the 
woman asked. “Oh, I remember 
her when she was this high. 
How old is she now?”

Without pausing, Emily’s 
mother said, “Twenty-four.” 
Emily, 35, nearly fainted on 
the spot.

After everyone had said 
their good-byes, Emily asked 
her mother why she’d told such 
a whopper.

“Well,” she replied, “I’ve 
been lying about my age for 
so long, it suddenly dawned on 
me that I’d have to start lying 
about yours too.”

Students from RLCC practicing their Oral Presentation skit for the State Envirothon 
competition: Sydney Melby, Nick Pahlen, Jayden Fore, Hannah Kolstoe, and Taylor 
Bushelle.

Hash Brown-Sour Cream Casserole
Phyllis Rystad 

2 lb bag hash browns (shredded)
1/2 cup margarine or butter
1 medium onion
1 tsp salt
1/4 tsp pepper
2 cans cream soup (celery, 
   mushroom, chicken, or potato)
1 (8 oz) carton sour cream
1/2 lb cheddar cheese, grated 
   (can also use Velveeta, cut-up)
 
Melt margarine in small pan and cook diced onion for 
10 minutes or so. In large bowl, mix soup, cheese, sour 
cream, salt and pepper. Add margarine with onions and 
hash browns and mix completely. Put in greased 9 x 
13 metal cake pan. Melt another 1/2 cup margarine; 
crush to measure 2 cups of corn flakes and add to 
melted margarine. Stir well; sprinkle over top. Cover 
pan completely and bake at 425 degrees for one hour. 
Remove cover and bake an additional 15 minutes to get 
a golden brown.
Optional: Cubes of ham may be added if desired.

Centennial Recipe Corner

Deadline 
for news and ads is Fridays at 12:00 noon. 
Contact the Oklee Herald at 218-796-5181


