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New hunting opportunities on Rydell 
National Wildlife Refuge for 2020 seasons

Beginning this September, 
Rydell National Wildlife Ref-
uge, near Erskine, MN will be 
open to archery deer hunting 
on nearly 1,400 acres. 

This same acreage will also 
be open to numerous upland 
game species, including ruffed 
grouse, ring-necked pheasant, 
gray partridge, sharp-tailed 
grouse and prairie chicken (by 
special State permit only), wild 
turkey, rabbits and squirrels. 
Season dates and bag limits 
will follow those of the State 
for archery deer and upland 
game hunting. 

Additionally, this portion 
of the Refuge will be open to 
mourning doves and woodcock, 
following the State seasons 
and bag limits. 

Hunting for ducks, geese, 
and coots will be allowed on 
this part of the Refuge for 
youth only, during the two-day 
Minnesota Youth Waterfowl 
Season, on September 12th 
and 13th. 

In addition to these new 

opportunities, the refuge will 
continue to host a special two-
day mentored youth deer hunt 
in late October, and a special 
three-day accessible deer hunt 
for people with disabilities dur-
ing mid-October. 

For more information on 
new or existing hunting oppor-
tunities on the Refuge, contact 
Gregg Knutsen, Refuge Man-

ager, at 218-686-4329, or visit 
the Refuge website at https://
www.fws.gov/refuge/rydell/.

The mission of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service is working 
with others to conserve, pro-
tect, and enhance fish, wildlife, 
plants, and their habitats for 
the continuing benefit of the 
American people. 

We are both a leader and 
trusted partner in fish and 
wildlife conservation, known 
for our scientific excellence, 
stewardship of lands and natu-
ral resources, dedicated pro-
fessionals, and commitment to 
public service.

For more information on 
our work and the people who 
make it happen, visit www.fws.
gov. Connect with our Face-
book page at www.facebook.
com/usfws, follow our tweets 
at www.twitter.com/usfwshq, 
watch our YouTube Channel 
at http://www.youtube.com/us-
fws and download photos from 
our Flickr page at http://www.
flickr.com/photos/usfwshq

 

By Randy Bruer
Some of our community 

members have expressed con-
cern about opening school for 
the 2020-2021 school year.  
People are concerned that 
holding face-to-face in-person 
instruction will needlessly ex-
pose our students and teachers 
to COVID-19.  They have seen 
media reports of other states’ 
attempts to return to school, in 
some cases resulting in higher 
rates of infection and some 
teachers resigning rather than 
chance exposure.

At this time, until we have 
a safe and effective vaccine, 
we don’t know what the rate 
of infection will be in our com-
munities.  But we can affect 
that rate by practicing proven 
prevention such as mask-wear-
ing, hand washing, and social 
distancing.  We want parents 
to begin practicing prevention 
with their children before they 
get to school. The Win-E-Mac 
school will follow the Gover-
nor’s order with options avail-
able. Masking is working as we 
learn of reports by our County 
Health Dept. We watch the 
rates of infection of our local 

communities through the State 
and County Public Health De-
partments, and those rates tell 
us how to deliver instruction 
while keeping our students 
and staff safe. In this challeng-
ing time, schools are facing 
many challenges with services 
and employee shortages so de-
cisions made will not benefit 
each family the same so we ask 
your help with our school ser-
vices.

In Minnesota, the decisions 
are based on science. The guid-
ance is based on the appropri-
ate response to the incidence of 
the virus in a community, and 
proper safety equipment and 
behavior are key. 

This is not about politics 
any more than wearing your 
seatbelt, not smoking, or not 
taking a stroll in a lightning 
storm is about politics.  We are 
about the safety of our students 
and staff, and we will provide 
guidance to ensure that safety 
based on our very best scien-
tific evidence.

Our teachers, bus drivers, 
Paras, Cooks, and Custodians 
are our front line workers. 
Through their professional 

WEM Superintendent Bruer 
addresses school opening concerns

practice, they are the most 
impactful resource leading to 
student success. We use our 
Survey Data not to overwhelm 
parents and patrons but to 
structure how we can safely 
instruct and move students to 
school. Science will drive the 
extent to which our teachers 
can safely teach face-to-face, or 
we must practice via distance 
learning. 

We pledge to you that a safe 
environment is of paramount 
importance; we will accept 
nothing less for our students 
and staff, and we respectfully 
ask for the help of our staff and 
the wider community in realiz-
ing this critical mission. Please 
see our plans as they are up-
dated and posted when avail-
able on www.wemschools.org.

If you have a four-year de-
gree in any occupation and 
would like to assist as a sub-
stitute teacher, we can help 
you apply for that license. We 
need sub teachers, and we 
need a full-time bus driver. If 
you would like to sub as a cook, 
custodian, or paraprofessional, 
please call or email the District 
Office.

Storms quickly ripped through the area on Thursday, September 3rd creating a lot of 
damage in Hill River Township north of McIntosh. In Asphault Cemetery the high winds 
knocked down several trees damaging headstones and creating a mess. 

Mark & Danette Strom of Hill River Township had a lot of damage at their farm with 
trees snapped off their trunks landing on fence lines, machinery and buildings when a 
severe storm with damaging winds ripped through the area on Thursday September 3rd.

Ben Ramse on Saturday, August 29th during the Tractor Day Antique Tractor Parade 
in downtown McIntosh.

The Bartz Family has many tractors that they drive through the parade route of the 
Tractor Day Antique Tractor Parade each year. Here, Curt Bartz drives the parade route.

The residents of McIntosh Senior Living were outdoors to enjoy the Antique tractors 
as they made their way by in the Tractor Day parade on August 29th.

Poplar Meadows Senior Living in McIntosh was the first "stop" for the Tractor Day 
Parade on Saturday, August 29th.

Rosie Subbert was one of the kids with a full-pull during the Kiddie Pedal Pull, sponsored 
by the Polar Beach Snowmobile Club as part of the McIntosh Tractor Day festivities on 
Saturday, August 29th. There were many spectators out for the parade, kiddie pull and 
tractor pull who enjoyed the day.
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Is There A
Wedding In 

Your Future?
We have the latest de-

signs for wedding accessories - or, 
if you choose, we can assist with a 
design of your own.

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY 
MEMORABLE.

487-5225   Gonvick, MN

Richards Publishing Co.

 719 N. Main 644 Main St.
 Mahnomen, MN Winger, MN

*Paige Ennen *Kelly Woltjer
*Tim & Denise Anderson
*Licensed Funeral Director

218-935-9000
Toll free: 866-935-9009

This space
for rent at

$127.40 for
6 months. 

CALL 

218-563-3585
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Fosston

Fr. John  Suvakeen, 
Pastor 

Sun. Sept. 13: 8:30 a.m. 
Mass at St. Mary’s, Fosston; 
10:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Jo-
seph’s, Bagley

Sun. September 20: 8:30 
a.m. Mass at St. Mary’s, Foss-
ton; 10:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Jo-
seph’s, Bagley

GOSEN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Independent 
Gary Johnson, Pastor

www.gosen-church.com
Face Book: Gosen Church

Sun., Sept. 13: 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday School and Adult 
Bible Study; 11:00 a.m.  Wor-
ship Service (also on Facebook: 
gosenchurch and gosenchurch.
com)

Tues, Sept. 15: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday worship service tele-
cast on  GVTV--30  

Wed, Sept. 16: 6:30 p.m. Bi-
ble Study at Sharon Ramberg's 
home.

MCINTOSH AFLC
McIntosh Trinity / Mount 

Carmel:
Pastor Karl Anderson
Mt Carmel and Trinity Free 

Lutheran Churches in McIn-
tosh have resumed holding 
Sunday Services.

9:30 Trinity
11:00 Mt Carmel
Social distancing practices 

will be encouraged.
Video Services will continue 

on GVTV Channel 30 at 10am 
Sunday, 7pm Sunday and 6pm 
Wednesday.

They will also be posted on 
the McIntosh AFLC Parish 
YouTube channel

LSS 
Meals Menu

687-2262

Tues, Sept. 15th - Pork 
Loin - Mashed Potatoes/Gravy 
- Peas - Tropical Fruit - Wheat 
Bread - Carrot Bars - Milk

Wed, Sept. 16th - Tomato 
Soup/Crackers - Egg Salad on a 
Bun - Fruited Coleslaw - Cher-
ry Pear Crisp - Milk

**LSS Meals is looking for a 
volunteer(s) to deliver meals to 
the community of McIntosh 2 
days a week. For more informa-
tion, please call 218-687-2262 
and speak to Laura or Kira**

Wed. Septem-
ber 9: Alexys Per-
reault, Kendyl John-
son, Chris (Boucher) 
Springer, *Coby & 
Gayle Burslie

Thurs. Septem-
ber 10: Chad Eke-
berg, Ashley Schow, 
Leah Smeby, *Kevin 
& Anna Mandt

Fri. September 
11: Wendel Webster, 
Chrissy Roue

Sat. September 
12: Karen Plante, 
Shania Christianson, 
Zach Grove, Jarrett 
Haas

Sun. September 
13:Lowell Ostenson

Mon. September 
14: Mary Pulford, 
Amy Bartz, *Tom & 
Heather Hegre

Tues. Septem-
ber 15:  Josh Vettle-
son, Elaine Burslie, 
Dan Jore, Michael 
Gensburger, *Mat-
thew & Rachell Fins-
eth

Polk County 
Public Health

Polk County Public Health 
has resumed Foot Care Clinics 
in all locations including Mc-
Intosh. The days at the Bjella 
Building location are 1st and 
3rd Thursday of each month.

Please call 218.563.2010 to 
schedule an appointment.

CALVARY-IMMANUEL LU-
THERAN PARISH

Winger/Bejou
Supply Pastor

Gordon Syverson
Calvary Lutheran Church, 

Winger, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church , Bejou, and Our Sav-
iors Lutheran Church, McIn-
tosh  will run church services 
on Channel 30 on Garden Val-
ley Channel 30. They will also 
be available on YouTube on 
channel One in Spirit Calva-
ry. Our Saviors service will be 
available by 8:30 am each Sun-
day until further notice.

 

By Deputy Commissioner 
Hamse Warfa

There are many entry-level 
jobs in demand now that put 
Minnesotans on a career path 
to family-sustaining employ-
ment.

This week in our Jobs in De-
mand series, the Department 
of Employment and Economic 
Development (DEED) is focus-
ing on entry-level health care 
and social assistance jobs that, 
with additional training and 
certification, can help people 
move down a career path to-
ward greater responsibilities 
with higher wages. 

In many cases, employ-
ers provide or pay for training 
leading to career advancement 
for dedicated employees.

Getting an in-demand job 
and growing in that career may 
require training to develop new 
skills before you land the job. 

There are opportunities for 
training for in-demand jobs 
through DEED and its part-
ners, including through Dislo-
cated Worker services, Path-
ways to Prosperity and other 
training grant programs. If you 
need help preparing to get an 
in-demand job, contact a Ca-
reerForce location near you 
today.

CareerForceMN.com lists 
thousands of open health care 
positions – and many of them, 
including Personal Care Aides, 
Nursing Assistants and Regis-
tered Nurses, are in the top 30 
most posted, high-demand jobs 
in Minnesota right now. 

Many open positions are en-
try level, requiring only a high 
school education or equivalent, 
a background check and on-
the-job training to start.

CareerForceMN.com lists 
wage ranges for jobs in de-
mand. While wages vary by 
location and employer, Per-

Rep. Deb Kiel, R-Crookston, 
and more than 50 other Re-
publican lawmakers sent a 
letter to Gov. Tim Walz Mon-
day in response to a letter sent 
last week by the Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) 
and Department of Labor and 
Industry (DLI) informing hos-
pitality industry leaders of 
stepped-up compliance checks 
that could result in fines, 
forced closure loss of liquor 
license, workplace investiga-
tions, and more. 

Previously Gov. Walz has 
stated that enforcement of 
state mandates and regula-
tions were to be "educational" 
in nature rather than punitive.

“Our local restaurants have 
been working incredibly hard 
to respond to the current pub-
lic health and economic condi-
tions,” said Kiel. “That work 
should be celebrated, not pun-
ished. 

"These harsh penalties do 
not match the low number of 
cases that have been traced 
back to restaurants, and are 
out of step with the aims that 

the Governor stated as the 
reason for these regulations. 
In this challenging time, state 
agencies should be helping our 
local businesses operate more 
safely instead of making it 
more difficult to keep a busi-
ness afloat.”

According to estimates from 
Hospitality Minnesota, just 
2.3% of total state cases have 
been traced back to restau-
rants and bars, and there have 
been just over two dozen res-
taurants specifically identified 
as sources of outbreaks.

The letter urges Gov. Walz 
to "reassess the tone and ap-
proach your agencies are tak-
ing" with restaurants and 
bars, and urges state agencies 
to be partners rather than ad-
versaries in efforts to combat 
COVID-19.

Serving those in need for September
For September, the Grace 

Community Food Shelf will be 
open on Thursday, September 
10th and Thursday, Septem-
ber 17th from 10:00 AM to 2:00 
PM. In addition to Food Shelf 
Shopping we will also be dis-
tributing NAPS (Nutrition As-
sistance Program for Seniors) 
food boxes on both the 10th 
and the 17th for those Seniors 
that are registered in the pro-
gram.

We continue to operate un-
der our Covid-19 plan so for 
people visiting the Food Shelf 
(322 Vance Ave. in Erskine – 
in the back of Grace Lutheran 
Church) we ask that you stay 
in your car when you arrive. 
One of our volunteers will 
bring you a shopping list from 
which to make your choices of 
food from. Once completed we 
will use your list to pick your 
order and then deliver it out to 
your car. We are still operating 
under the WEEKLY income 
guidelines so please don’t hesi-
tate to come and visit us if you 
are facing any type of nutrition 
shortage issues. Your friends 
and neighbors are here to help! 
If you would like a copy of the 
shopping list sent to you in ad-
vance please send an e-mail 
to foodshelf@gracechurchers-

kine.org and ask for one. You 
can also get information on 
Facebook at Grace Community 
Food Shelf.

The Food Shelf has been 
extremely lucky to qualify for 
two food assistance grants 
since the Covid-19 started in 
March. We have been operat-
ing on a grant from the Feed-
ing America organization and 
one from the State of Minne-
sota Covid Food Assistance. 
These grants have carried the 
burden of our increased food 
response to those impacted by 
Covid. But in September both 
of these grants will have been 
used up and we will once again 
be on our own for local funding. 

If you have donated to the Food 
Shelf before please consider do-
ing so again. 

If you have never contrib-
uted now may be a real good 
time to help!  Donations can be 
sent to Grace Community Food 
Shelf, PO Box 204, Erskine, 
MN, 56535.

Looking for an entry-level 
position that can turn into a 
rewarding and family-sustaining career?

sonal Care Aides in Minnesota 
tend to earn between $25,500 
and $31,600 a year, Nursing 
Assistants between $31,000 
and $40,100, and Registered 
Nurses between $68,000 and 
$94,900 a year. So you can see 
how advancing in the health 
care field can pay off finan-
cially.

Another way to find open 
positions in senior care is on 
caringcareersstarthere.com. 
Visitors to that site will also 
see additional resources for ca-
reer seekers, as well as infor-
mation for students and educa-
tors.

Starting a new career in 
health care and social assis-
tance offers workers an oppor-
tunity to make a real differ-
ence in the lives of some of the 
most vulnerable Minnesotans 
during this time of pandemic 
– while beginning down a path 
to a family-sustaining career.

Kiel urges Walz admin to 
stop harassing local businesses

Outdoor concert with Mike Rendahl on Sept. 18th
Singer and songwriter Mike 

Rendahl, a Fosston native, will 
perform an outdoor concert 
on Friday, September 18th at 
the East Polk Heritage Center 
grounds in Fosston.  The con-
cert will begin at 6:30 PM.

Rendahl grew up in Fosston, 
where his passion for music 
began in the fields and forests 
that surrounded his northern 
Minnesota home. Rendahl stat-
ed, “When I sing and play, I feel 

like I go to a completely differ-
ent place.  Nothing in my life 
has felt more honest and true".  

Music is an amazing way 
to unite people under the com-
monality of living this life.” 
Rendahl’s premier album 
“About Time” was released in 
January 2020 on all streaming 
services. 

The concert will follow CO-
VID-19 pandemic guidelines.  
Limited seating will be avail-

able and spaces for chairs will 
be marked.  We ask that folks 
bring lawn chairs or blankets – 
family members can be seated 
together.  

We encourage the wearing of 
masks as you enter the seating 
area.  

We are in the process of se-
curing a food truck that would 
be set up prior to the concert 
with picnic tables provided to 
accommodate diners.  Watch 
for more information!

Tickets for the concert are 
$10 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents.  Children 5 and under 
are free.  We do need tickets 
purchased ahead of time to plan 
for our seating arrangements.  
They can be purchased at www.
fclaa.org. 

Crushed headstones under fallen tress at Asphault Cemetery after a severe storm with 
high winds quickly rolled through the area last Thursday evening.

Asphault Cemetery in Hill River Township sustained damage during a recent storm 
with trees snapped off their trunks that buried headstones on the west side of the 
Cemetery.

N O T I C E
Notice is hereby given that a hearing has been set for Sep-

tember 25, 2020 at 9:25 a.m. in the meeting room at Polk County 
Environmental Services, 320 Ingersoll Ave, Crookston, Minne-
sota or should you wish to join us remotely, a WEBEX meeting is 
available upon request, to consider the application of Neal Kauff-
man Jr., 12219 450th St SE, Fertile, MN 56540 for a Conditional 
Use Permit for the operation of a Sawmill business within the 
Agricultural District, this project is a Commercial/Ag Use of lo-
cally sourced wood to produce lumber located on a parcel of land 
described as:  The Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW¼NW¼), Section 36, Township 147 North of Range 44 West 
of the Fifth Principal Meridian in Polk County,  Minnesota, parcel 
#28.00297.00.  All property owners within ¼ mile of the proposed 
Conditional Use Permit are invited to appear at said hearing. If 
attending via WEBEX, you must contact our office 3 days prior to 
the public hearing at 218-281-6445.

Dated: September 3, 2020
Jacob J. Snyder
Planning & Zoning Administrator                                             M25-26C

N O T I C E
Notice is hereby given that a hearing has been set for Septem-

ber 25, 2020 at 9:03 a.m. in the meeting room at Polk County En-
vironmental Services, 320 Ingersoll Ave, Crookston, Minnesota or 
should you wish to join us remotely, a WEBEX meeting is available 
upon request, to consider the application of Steve & Tammy Lar-
son, 14143 Maple Inn Rd SE, Mentor, MN 56736 for a Conditional 
Use Permit to hook a septic system up to a new accessory structure 
on a parcel of land described as:  Lot Three (3), Second Bliven Sub-
division, according to the official plat thereof on file and of record 
in the Office of the County Recorder in and for the County of Polk 
and State of Minnesota, parcel #74.00796.00.  All property owners 
within ¼ mile of the proposed Conditional Use Permit are invited to 
appear at said hearing.    If attending via WEBEX, you must contact 
our office 3 days prior to the public hearing at 218-281-6445.

Dated: September 3, 2020
Jacob J. Snyder
Planning & Zoning Administrator                                             M25-26C

LR/eagle/Herald/Times
2

NOTICE OF MINNIE TOWNSHIP 
BOARD MEETING

Minnie Township Board will 
meet at the Minnie Town Hall 
65964 Fourtown Road NW on 

September 15th, 2020. Meeting 
will start at 2:00 PM. 
MINNIE TOWNSHIP 

RAY HENDRICKSON, CLERK   G25C  

Thank You
Thank you to the  

McIntosh First Responders  
for their quick response  

to my call. 
Special Thank you  
to Dave Erickson.
You are all great

Bob LeeM25P

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com
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EncourageYour 
Children To Save

    s parents we always want the best
for our children.  It's never too early
to start teaching children good
savings habits.

One of the best ways is to help your
child open a savings account.  Teach
your children how to save money when
they are young and they will thank you
when they get older.

A

On a F�st Name Basis
BANKING
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LITTLE BOBBY’SLITTLE BOBBY’S

BAR     GRILLBAR     GRILL
295 Cleveland Ave, McIntosh, MN • 218-563-3008

ANDAND

Wine tasting every Saturday from 2-5 
Little Bobby & the Funk will be playing Fri. & Sat. evening, Sept 11 & 12. 

NEW!! Breakfast will be served on Saturday mornings. 
Pancakes, sausage and an oatmeal bowl.

$1.00 dogs during Monday Night Football.
** Please be safe and remember to practice social distancing.
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they are young and they will thank you
when they get older.

A

On a F�st Name Basis
BANKING

Encourage 
Your Children 

To Save
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LITTLE BOBBY’SLITTLE BOBBY’S

BAR     GRILLBAR     GRILL
295 Cleveland Ave, McIntosh, MN • 218-563-3008

ANDAND

Wine tasting every Saturday from 2-5 
Little Bobby & the Funk will be playing Fri. & Sat. evening, Sept 11 & 12. 

NEW!! Breakfast will be served on Saturday mornings. 
Pancakes, sausage and an oatmeal bowl.

$1.00 dogs during Monday Night Football.
** Please be safe and remember to practice social distancing.

Mac to Flush 
Waterlines
The City of McIntosh will 

be flushing water-
lines and hydrants 
each Thursday 
throughout the 
summer. Resi-
dents are encour-
aged to watch for 
rusty or dirty water 
on these days. Fill washing 
machines to check water 
before adding clothes. M9-28C

Paid Volunteer Opportunities
• Become a respite volunteer

• Visit older adults a few  
hours a week

• Earn a monthly 
living  

allowance
To learn more contact  
Julie Praska-Moser 
218.686.6228 OR

Julie.Praska-Moser@lssmn.org 

M
18-32C
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JULY 28, 2020
BOARD MINUTES

P u r s u a n t  t o  m o t i o n  o f 
adjournment, the Polk County Board 
of Commissioners met in regular 
session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., July 28, 
2020 at Environmental Services, 320 
Ingersoll Avenue, Crookston, MN. 
Members present:   Commissioner 
Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 
Warren Strandell, Commissioner 
Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan 
Lee and Commissioner Don Diedrich 
and Charles S. Whiting, County 
Administrator, Clerk of the Board. 
Other present: Michelle Cote, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board.

REVISED AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commiss ioner  Lee seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the July 28, 2020 
revised agenda adding Mark Holy.

CONSENT AGENDA 
No Consent Agenda Items.
COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS 

ISSUE FORUM
1. Commissioner Jacobson 

brought forth discussion regarding a 
new plat for residential development 
in the City of Fertile where property 
lines of an adjacent plat are under 
scrutiny.  In addition, he participated 
in a Northwestern Mental Health 
Center meeting where the focus was 
potential layoffs.  

2.  Commissioner Strandel l 
brought forth that he attended no 
meetings since the prior Board 
meeting.   

3. Commissioner Willhite brought 
forth that he participated in the 
Polk County Planning Commission 
meeting.  

4. Commissioner Lee brought 
forth that she participated in a 21st 
Century Public Health meeting where 
the focus was the direction of Public 
Health and the impact of COVID-19.  
She also participated in a Polk County 
Personnel Committee meeting where 
a union mediation was held.  She 
also participated in two Inter County 
Community Council meetings.  The 
first focused on finance and auditing 
where RFPs were reviewed for 
auditing services.  The second was 
the regularly scheduled meeting 
where CARES funding was the 
focus.  Discussion was brought forth 
regarding businesses reaching out 
regarding the COVID-19 impact.  

5 .  Commiss ioner  D iedr ich 
brought forth that he participated in 
a Northwestern Mental Health Center 
meeting.  Discussion was brought 
forth regarding a call of concern from 
Mark Holy in reference to County 
Ditch No. 39.  

SHERIFF
Jim Tadman, Polk County Sheriff, 

Sergeant Brian Lundeen and Chief 
Deputy Mike Norland came before 
the Board with matters pertaining to 
the Sheriff’s Office:

1.  Polk  County  Sher i f f ’s 
Vehicles Order

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve going forward and ordering 
eight new patrol vehicles from 
Enterprise for the 2021 budget.

2 .  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 6 4 ) 
Accepting Financial Donations 
On Behalf Of Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office From American Crystal 
Sugar Company
Resolution Accepting Financial 

Donations On Behalf Of Polk
County Sheriff’s Office 

From American Crystal Sugar 
Company

RESOLUTION (2020-64)
The following resolution (2020-

64) was offered by Commissioner 
Diedrich:

WHEREAS, American Crystal 
Sugar Company awarded a $5,000.00 
Community Grant to support the 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office in Polk 
County; and

WHEREAS, Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office, wishes to have the County 
Board formally accept this financial 
grant on behalf of Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office and be used for Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office K9 Program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, By the County Board 
of Polk County, Minnesota as follows:

1. The grant from American Crystal 
Sugar Company, which is listed 
above, is hereby accepted by the 
Polk County Board of Commissioners 
on behalf of the Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  J a c o b s o n 
seconded the foregoing resolution 
and it was declared adopted upon the 
following vote.  YEAS:  Lee, Diedrich, 
Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson.  
NAYS: one.  

3. Monthly Sheriff Reports
The June Monthly Sheriff Reports 

were discussed and presented to the 
Board.  (Monthly reports on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Jon Steiner, Environmental 

Services Director came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. Resolution (2020-65) Solid 
Waste – Pandemic Relief
Solid Waste Fee – Pandemic Relief

RESOLUTION (2020-65)
The following resolution (2020-

65) was offered by Commissioner 
Diedrich:

WHEREAS, A global pandemic 
occurred in CY2020 which triggered 
Federal and State actions which 
prescribed various measures to be 
taken to protect public health, welfare 
and safety; and

WHEREAS, On March 13, 2020 
the Governor of the State of Minnesota 
declared a Peacetime Emergency in 
order to activate various emergency 
protocols to address the Pandemic.  
Multiple extensions to that declaration 
have since been issued; and

WHEREAS,  On March  16 , 
2020 the Governor of the State of 
Minnesota issued Executive Order 
#20-04 to order the closure of ‘places 
of accommodation’ which included, 
but not limited to, the following: 
restaurants, food courts, cafes, 
coffeehouses, bars, taverns, clubs, 

lounges, theaters, other indoor/
outdoor entertainment venues, gyms, 
fitness centers, and other facilities 
for sports, athletics, activities or 
recreation.  Multiple new Orders, 
as well as modification, extension, 
expansion or contraction of the scope 
existing Orders have since been 
issued; and

WHEREAS,  The impact  o f 
Executive Order #20-04 and all 
subsequent Executive Orders had a 
profound negative impact on ‘places 
of accommodation’ within Polk 
County which resulted in the loss of 
revenue and drop in waste generation 
from these entities; and 

WHEREAS, Polk County Board 
of Commissioners desires to provide 
financial relief from the Pandemic 
and the associated governmental 
responses to it; and

WHEREAS, Polk County Solid 
Waste Ordinance Section 5.2000 
titled ‘Service Charges’ allows for 
a Solid Waste Assessment which 
appear on the Polk County property 
tax statements each year as an special 
assessment.  Said Assessment 
is used by Polk County to fund 
solid waste programs and expenses 
necessary to protect the public 
health, safety and environment; and

WHEREAS, Polk County Solid 
Waste Ordinance Section 5.2600 
titled ‘Appeals from Assessment’ 
allows for the owner of real property 
or business to file for an appeal of 
their Assessment on a form provided 
by the Department if the Assessment 
is not equitable.  Said appeals shall 
be made prior to the July 1st deadline; 
and

WHEREAS, The Polk County 
Board of Commissioners desires to 
provide the option for immediate relief 
from the impact of the Pandemic 
and the associated government 
responses to it, including the option 
for said ‘places of accommodation’ to 
appeal their Assessment.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
T h e  P o l k  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Commissioners finds the Pandemic, 
and the associated governmental 
r esponses  t o  i t ,  p resen t s  a 
unique circumstance for which to 
justify modification to the appeal 
process as prescribed by the Solid 
Waste Ordinance for the CY2020 
Assessment; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
T h e  P o l k  C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Commissioners hereby extends the 
deadline to file and appeal of the 
CY2020 Assessment until October 
1, 2020; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
Said relief measures shall apply to 
those ‘places of accommodation’ 
which are located in Polk County 
Solid Waste District #2, excluding 
the incorporated legal boundaries of 
any unit of government which was a 
recipient of dispersed CARES Funding 
directly from the Federal Government 
or the State of Minnesota. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
The Board directs the Environmental 
Service Department to review each 
application for abatement to avoid 
duplication of services which may 
be encountered if participation in 
other CARES Act Funding or similar 
programs has already provided relief 
that could be used for payment of the 
CY 2020 Assessment.

Commissioner Willhite seconded 
the foregoing resolution and it was 
declared adopted upon the following 
vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 
Strandell and Jacobson.  NAYS: 
None.

2. CY2021 Waste & Special 
Material Fee Schedules

The CY2021 Waste & Special 
M a t e r i a l  F e e  S c h e d u l e  w a s 
presented and discussed with the 
Board.  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the CY2021 Waste & Special 
Materials Fee Schedule as presented 
effective beginning January 1, 2021 
unless later modified. (CY2021 Waste 
& Special Material Fee Schedule on 
file in the Administrator’s Office)

3. Solid Waste Program Updates
General updates on projects 

and permits for the Transfer Station, 
Landfill and Resource Recovery 
Facility were discussed with the 
Board.

PLANNING AND ZONING
Jacob Snyder, Environmental 

Specialist/Planning and Zoning 
Administrator came before the Board 
with matters pertaining to Planning 
and Zoning:

1 . R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 6 6 ) 
Condit ional  Use Permit  For 
Minnkota Power Cooperative Inc. 
For Reconstruction, Maintenance 
& Operation Of An Electrical 
Substation

Resolution (2020-66) was offered 
by Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted upon the following vote:  
YEAS:  Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 
Strandell and Jacobson. NAYS: 
None.  (See Resolution (2020-66) 
on file in the Administrator’s Office.)

2 .  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 6 7 ) 
Condit ional  Use Permit  For 
Jonathan Olson For Hooking A 
Septic System To An Accessory 
Structure

Resolution (2020-67) was offered 
by Commissioner Diedrich seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
upon the following vote:  YEAS: 
Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, Strandell 
and Jacobson. NAYS:  None. (See 
Resolution (2020-67) on file in the 
Administrator’s Office.)

3 .  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 6 8 ) 
Conditional Use Permit For Jay 
Holm An Accessory Structure That 
Bring The Total Square Footage 
Over 2500 Sq. Ft. On A Parcel Less 
Than 5 Acres In Size, But Greater 
Than 2

Resolution (2020-68) was offered 
by Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted upon the following vote:  
YEAS:  Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 
Strandell and Jacobson.  NAYS: 
None. (See Resolution (2020-68) on 
file in the Administrator’s Office.)

HIGHWAY

Richard Sanders, Polk County 
Highway Engineer came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. Certificate of Performance/
Final Acceptance SP 060-090-003 
Fosston Bike Trail

Gordon Construction, Mahnomen, 
MN has completed the work on 
the Fosston Bike Trail project.  A 
motion was made by Commissioner 
Lee seconded by Commissioner 
Jacobson and adopted by unanimous 
vote of the Board to approve the 
Certificate of Performance/Certificate 
of Final Acceptance for SP 060-090-
003 in the amount of $213,068.13 
and allow the County Engineer to 
sign the Certificate of Performances 
and the County Engineer and County 
Administrator to sign the Final 
Voucher.

2. Mower Tractor Purchase
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 
Commissioner Willhite and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve purchasing one mower from 
Valley Plains Implement, Crookston, 
MN in the amount of $147,000.00.

3. Approve MNDOT Agreement 
1044384

MNDOT is doing work along TH 
2 near Mentor, MN. As part of the 
project they will need to remove and 
replace the intersection light at the 
corner of TH 2 and CSAH 10.  A 
motion was made by Commissioner 
Lee seconded by Commissioner 
Jacobson to approve MNDOT 
Cooperative Construction Agreement 
1044384 in the amount of $11,943.18 
and have the County Administrator 
and County Board Chair sign the 
Agreement as presented to the 
Board.  (Agreement on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

a. Approve Resolution (2020-63) 
MnDOT Agreement No. 1044384 
With The State Of Minnesota - 
Department Of Transportation

RESOLUTION (2020-63)
MnDOT Agreement No. 1044384 

With The State Of Minnesota - 
Department Of Transportation
The following resolution (2020-

63) was offered by Commissioner 
Lee:

I T  I S  R E S O LV E D ,  T h a t 
Polk County enter into MnDOT 
Agreement No. 1044384 with the 
State of Minnesota, Department 
of Transportation for the following 
purposes: 

To provide for payment by the 
County to the State of the County's 
share of the costs of the lighting 
replacement construct ion and 
other associated construction to be 
performed upon, along, and adjacent 
to Trunk Highway No. 2 (E.B.L.) from 
0.84 miles west of Trunk Highway 
No. 32 to 0.39 miles west of County 
State Aid Highway No. 34 and on 
Trunk Highway No. 2 (E.B.L.) from 
0.49 miles east of Trunk Highway 
No. 59 to 1.04 miles east of Trunk 
Highway No. 59 under State Project 
No. 6004-26 (T.H. 2=008). 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That Gary Willhite, Chair of the 
Polk County Board and Charles S. 
Whiting, Polk County Administrator 
are authorized to execute the 
Agreement and any amendments to 
the Agreement. 

C o m m i s s i o n e r  J a c o b s o n 
seconded the foregoing resolution 
and it was declared adopted upon the 
following vote.  YEAS:  Lee, Diedrich, 
Willhite, Strandell, Jacobson NAYS: 
None. 

4. NG 911 Data Cleanup and 
Readiness

Discussion and handouts (work 
plan) pertaining to the NG 911 Data 
Cleanup & Readiness was presented 
to the Board.  To comply with NG 
911 (next generation), the County 
needs to ensure its GIS data (road 
centerlines, address points, and ESN 
zones) and legacy 911 databases 
(MSAG and ALI) all represent the 
same information.  A motion was 
made by Commissioner Strandell 
seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 
and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to approve contracting 
with ProWest and Associates in the 
amount of $40,000.00 to complete 
the work listed in the work plan as 
presented. (Handouts on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

5. Polk County Park – Maple 
Lake Vendor Fee’s

Discussion was held with the 
Board regarding Polk County Park 
– Maple Lake Vendor Fee’s.  Polk 
County has been requested to allow 
vendors to sell goods at East Shore 
and Polk County Campground and 
the necessary Conditional Use 
Permit.   

SOCIAL SERVICES
Karen Warmack, Social Services 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1.  Fami ly  Based Serv ice 
Provider Replacement Request

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted by 
unanimous vote of the Board to refill 
the Family Based Service Provider 
position, and any internal subsequent 
position vacancies occurring because 
of this action.

PUBLIC HEALTH
Sarah Reese, Public Health 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1. COVID Update
An update was given to the 

Board regarding CDC changes and 
Governor Walz’s signed Executive 
Order 20-18.

2. Tobacco 21
Discussion was held with the 

Board regarding Minnesota, starting 
August 1, 2020 the minimum Legal 
Sales Age increases from 18 to 21 
for all commercial tobacco products 
including tobacco-related devices, 
electronic delivery devices (natural 
or synthetic nicotine and non-nicotine 
substances) and nicotine delivery 
products. The statewide Tobacco 
21 Law is the latest step in the 
movement to reduce youth access to 
addictive tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes.

FINANCE
Ron Denison, Finance Director 

came before the Board with matters 
pertaining to his department:

1. 2020 Budget Information
Discussion along with handouts 

pertaining to Polk County Budget to 
Actual Comparison as of June 30, 
2020 Report and the Second Quarter 
Comparisons 2016-2017-2018-

The McIntosh Times Wednesday, September 9, 20203
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2019-2020 Report was presented 
to the Board.  (Reports on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

PROPERTY RECORDS
Michelle Cote, Property Records 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1 . E x t e n s i o n  C o m m i t t e e 
Appointee

Due to Scott Balstad, Extension 
Committee Member/Commissioner 
District V resigning from his Extension 
Committee appointment.  A motion 
was made by Commissioner Lee 
seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 
and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to appoint Marlys Balstad 
to fill Scott Balstad’s unexpired term.  
This term will end on December 31, 
2020.

2. Deputy Registrar – License 
Center

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Diedrich and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the Commissioner 
of Public Safety appointment of 
Michelle M. Cote as Deputy Registrar 
#008.

3.  Elect ion CARES Grant 
Application

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Diedrich seconded 
by Commissioner Lee to authorize 
applying for the 2020 Election 
CARES Grant.  (This is a collaborative 
grant that requires agreements with 
townships and cities maintaining a 
polling place for the 2020 election 
cycle).

a. Resolution (2020-69) Election 
CARES Act Grant

RESOLUTION (2020-69)
Election CARES Act Grant

The following resolution (2020-
69) was offered by Commissioner 
Diedrich:

WHEREAS, The COVID-19 
Pandemic requires additional efforts 
to make the election process safe, 
sanitary and effective; and 

WHEREAS, The Office of the 
Minnesota Secretary of State is 
currently soliciting grant applications 
from counties for grants pursuant to 
Laws 2020, Chapter 77, section 4 and 
the federal CARES Act; and

WHEREAS, Grants  wi l l  be 
provided to each county pursuant to 
a formula set forth in Section H of 
the grant application provided by the 
Office of the Secretary of State; and 

WHEREAS, The funds provided 
by the Office of the Secretary of 
State are provided for the purpose 
of the uses set forth in the federal 
CARES Act and as further restricted 
by Laws 2020, chapter 77, section 4, 
subdivision 4; and

WHEREAS, Those purposes are 
primarily for the protection of persons 
involved with the election process 
including voters, as well as certain 
other purchases set forth in law; and 

WHEREAS, The county will work 
with the municipalities within the 
county to determine a fair, equitable, 
and mutually agreeable allocation 
of the funds within the County and 
between municipalities, and if an 
agreement cannot be reached, the 
funds will be distributed pursuant to 
the OSS identified default allocation 
as determined by the Secretary and 
provided in Section G of the grant 
application; and

WHEREAS, The grant application 
is to be completed by the staff of the 
auditor and other staff responsible for 
the administration of elections in this 
county; and 

WHEREAS, The grant application 
must be completed, certified by a 
county official, typically the chief 
county election official, returned to 
the Office of the Secretary of State 
and a grant agreement executed prior 
to the receipt of the funds to which the 
county is entitled pursuant to Section 
H of the grant application; and 

WHERES, Laws 2020, Chapter 
77, Section 4 requires a 20% match 
for the grant, with a 25% match for 
electronic roster purchases; and

WHEREAS, The grant agreement 
will reflect the grant application for 
each county; and

WHEREAS, Additional assistance 
may be forthcoming later in this 
election cycle from state and federal 
funds, particularly those funds 
appropriated or these purposes by 
the Legislature; and

WHEREAS, There are continuing 
needs throughout the election cycle 
for both COVID-19 and election 
security efforts and concomitant 
costs; and 

WHEREAS, Time is  of  the 
essence; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
That the grant application in the 
form presented to this board and 
to be submitted to the Office of 
the Secretary of State is hereby 
approved; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That the Board hereby appropriates 
the required match amount as indicted 
in the application for the purposes set 
forth in the grant application.

[ALTERNATIVE: BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED, That the Board directs 
the spending of existing county 
funds in an amount equivalent to 
the required match indicated in the 
application on the purposes for which 
the grant is received] 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That the chief elections officer of 
the County and staff are directed to 
submit this approved grant application 
at the earliest opportunity; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That when the grant agreement 
is provided to the chief elections 
officer of the county, that person is 
delegated the authority to execute 
that agreement and return it to the 
Office of the Secretary of State 
without further approval by this 
Board; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, 
That the chief elections officer of 
the county is hereby authorized 
to apply for any additional funds 
made available by the state for the 
defrayment of costs of efforts to 
combat COVID-19 in the election 
process and for the enhancement of 
election security, and to execute any 
grant agreements required to access 
those funds from this date until the 
general election on November 3, 
2020.

Commissioner Lee seconded 
the foregoing resolution and it was 
declared adopted upon the following 
vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 

Strandell and Jacobson.  NAYS:  
None.  

*POLK COUNTY RESIDENT
Mark Holy, Polk County Resident 

and others (Dan Driscoll, Keystone 
Township and Charlie Hotvedt, 
Sullivan Township) came before 
the Board with matters pertaining to 
the Red Lake Watershed Ditch 39 
Process:

1. Red Lake Watershed District 
- County Ditch 39 Improvement 
Process

Discussion was held with the Board 
regarding the Red Lake Watershed 
District proposed improvement of 
County Ditch 39 process regarding a 
petition process for improvement for 
County Ditch 39.  The final hearing 
was held on July 23, 2020.  The 30 
day appeal process is in effect.  It 
is Mr. Holy’s opinion that drainage 
statute in the proposed improvement 
of County Ditch 39 process were not 
upheld.  It would be his request to 
set up a meeting with the County 
Attorney regarding this during the 
appeal process.  

ADMINISTRATION
Chuck Whiting, Polk County 

Administrator came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. CARES Funds and Options
Discussion along with handouts 

per ta in ing to  the CARES Act 
Funding Guide for Counties and the 
CARES Act Support Document and 
Commonly Asked Questions was 
presented to the Board.  (Handouts 
on file in the Administrator’s Office)

2. 2021 Budget Status
The 2021 budget was discussed 

with the Board.
With no further business the 

Board adjourned to reconvene at 8:00 
a.m., August 4, 2020.

__________________________
Gary Willhite, Chair
__________________________
Charles S. Whiting, 
Polk County Administrator
Clerk of the Board

AUGUST 4, 2020
BOARD MINUTES

P u r s u a n t  t o  m o t i o n  o f 
adjournment, the Polk County Board 
of Commissioners met in regular 
session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., August 
4, 2020 at Environmental Services, 
320 Ingersoll Avenue, Crookston, MN. 
Members present:   Commissioner 
Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 
Warren Strandell, Commissioner 
Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan 
Lee and Commissioner Don Diedrich 
and Charles S. Whiting, County 
Administrator, Clerk of the Board. 
Other present: Michelle Cote, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board.

AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Diedrich and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the August 4, 2020 agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Diedrich and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the August 4, 2020 
consent agenda:

1. Approve Auditor Warrants.
COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS 

ISSUE FORUM
1. Commissioner Jacobson 

brought forth that he met with Myron 
Jesme, Administrator of the Red 
Lake Watershed District regarding a 
water/drainage issue in his District.  
In addition, he watched the video of 
the final hearing of County Ditch 39 
Potential Improvement.  

2 .  Commissioner Strandel l 
brought forth that he received a 
phone call from John Reitmeier 
regarding an upcoming business 
venture.  He brought forth discussion 
regarding the Northwest Arts Council 
confirming the departure from the 
Northwest Regional Development 
Commission.  

3. Commissioner Willhite brought 
forth that he participated in a Building 
Committee meeting where the East 
Grand Forks Human Service Center 
Building project was the topic of 
discussion.  

4. Commissioner Lee brought 
forth that she attended no meetings 
since the prior Board meeting. 

5. Commissioner Diedrich brought 
forth that he received calls from Mark 
Holy regarding his concerns with 
County Ditch 39.  

REVISED AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the revised August 4, 2020 
agenda adding No. 5 under Highway. 

HIGHWAY
Richard Sanders, Polk County 

Highway Engineer came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. 2021 Motor Grader Purchase 
(2)

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve purchasing (1) 
2020 Cat 160AWD Motor Grader 
from Ziegler, Crookston, MN in the 
amount of $253,250.00.

A  m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Willhite and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve purchasing (1) 2020 John 
Deere 872GP Motor Grader from 
RDO, Grand Forks, ND in the amount 
of $265,019.00.

2. County Ditch 111 – Minor 
Alteration to CD 111

MNDOT is doing a construction 
project on TH 2 between Mentor 
and TH 32.  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
set the hearing date for August 25, 
2020 at 10:00am  to review work as 
proposed by MNDOT.

3. JD 60 Lateral 4 Maintenance 
Request

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Willhite seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the work in JD 60 
Lateral 4 in Section 13 of Crookston 
Township and name Richard Sanders 
as Engineer over the project.

4 .  Po lk  County  H ighway 
Funding Options

Discussion was held with the 
Board regarding the lack of driving/
purchasing new vehicles; Polk 
County Highway is estimated to 
take a 1.4 million dollar decrease in 
2021 CSAH Funds due to COVID-19.  
The impact of enacting a $20.00 
Wheelage Tax for transportation 
purposes and a .50% sales tax were 
discussed.  A handout was also 
presented to the Board regarding 
Polk County Highway Local Option 
Sales Tax/Wheelage Tax Discussion.  
(Handout on file in the Administrator’s 
Office) No action taken. 

5. *County Road 20 Culvert 
Failure.

 A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Diedrich seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the purchase of 
a replacement concrete 84” culvert 
from Forterra, Hawley, MN to repair 
a culvert failure on County Road 20 
in the amount of $47,851.00. 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L 
RESOURCES

Mark Dietz, Facilities Management 
Director along with Scott Sosalla, 
Architectural Resources came before 
the Board with matters pertaining to 
the Human Service Center (EGF):

1. Human Service Center (EGF) 
Project Change Orders

Discuss i on  and  handou t s 
pertaining to change orders and 
a change order log regarding the 
Human Service Center in East 
Grand Forks, MN remodel was 
presented to the Board.  A motion was 
made by Commissioner Strandell 
seconded by Commissioner Willhite 
and adopted by unanimous vote 
of the Board to accept the change 
orders PR001 through PR014 as 
presented with a net change amount 
of $66,324.00 as presented.  (Change 
Order information/log on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

ADMINISTRATION
Chuck Whiting, Polk County 

Administrator came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. 2021 Budget
Discussion was held with the 

Board regarding the 2021 Budget.
2. CARES Funding Status
Discussion along with a handout 

pertaining to MN Management & 
Budget/COVID-19 Funding was 
presented to the Board.  (Handout 
on file in the Administrator’s Office)

3. County Attorney Ditch #39 
Follow-Up 

Discuss ion  and  ques t ions 
from residents regarding the Red 
Lake Watershed District proposed 
improvement of County Ditch 39 
process regarding a petition process 
for improvement for County Ditch 39 
were brought to the Board at the July 
28, 2020 Board meeting.  This project 
led to Attorney Widseth’s review. 
County Attorney Widseth’s review of 
the County’s role and responsibilities 
in the Red Lake Watershed’s Ditch 
#39 project was presented to the 
Board.    His conclusion is the project 
and petition process is not within the 
jurisdiction of the Polk County Board 
of Commissioners.  (County Attorney 
Widseth’s full review is on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

AUDITOR WARRANTS
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Diedrich and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the following 
Auditor Warrants for payment:

AUDITOR WARRANTS 07/07/2020

AUDITOR WARRANTS 07/14/2020

Polk County Commissioners continued on page 4
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AUDITOR WARRANTS 07/28/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/06/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/10/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/13/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/20/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/20/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/20/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/20/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/24/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/24/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/24/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/24/2020

MANUAL  WARRANTS 07/28/2020

With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., 
August 18, 2020.

________________________________
Gary Willhite, Chair
__________________________________
Charles S. Whiting, Polk County Administrator
Clerk of the Board

AUDITOR WARRANTS 07/21/2020

Superindents Notes
By Randy Bruer

Now more than ever, North Country Food Bank needs support 
from northwest & west central MN in the fight against hunger

Feeding America Network 
Food Banks across the Country 
Unite for Hunger Action Month 
Amid COVID-19 Pandemic

Hunger impacts people in 
every corner of the country, 
including more than 40,000 of 
our neighbors in northwest and 
west central Minnesota. And 
given the impact of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, that number 
may increase this year. 

That’s why North Country 
Food Bank joins Feeding Amer-
ica® food banks nationwide 

this September to take part in 
Hunger Action Month and in-
spire people to take action and 
bring attention to the reality 
of food insecurity in America. 
This year’s campaign comes at 
a critical time when the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has hurt mil-
lions of people living paycheck 
to paycheck. Due to staggering 
unemployment rates, 

Feeding America estimates 
an additional 17 million people 
could be food insecure in 2020 
as a result of this crisis, bring-

ing the total up to 54 million 
people.

“North Country needs sup-
port from the community now 
more than ever to help neigh-
bors in need.  Hunger existed 
in our community long before 
the pandemic. And, now, more 
of our neighbors – kids in our 
children’s classes, families just 
trying to get by, and seniors on 
fixed incomes - could be strug-
gling to put food on the table 
today. 

"In the fight against hunger 

EVERY ACTION COUNTS. 
You can make a real difference 
by volunteering, by donating, 
and by being an advocate for 
hunger issues. Instead of just 
being concerned about hunger, 
I urge everyone to please get in-
volved and discover how simple 
it is to make a real difference. 

"Every dollar counts. Every 
person who helps makes a dif-
ference. And, every person we 
help matters.” 

“We need your help now 
more than ever,” said Claire 

Babineaux-Fontenot, CEO of 
Feeding America. “Hunger in 
this country existed long be-
fore COVID-19, but the pan-
demic has thrust more and 
more of our neighbors into food 
insecurity, and food banks are 
responding to a sustained, in-
creased demand. With support 
of the community, together we 
can end hunger one helping at 
a time.” 

September marks the thir-
teenth year the Feeding Amer-
ica network has organized this 

annual call to action. 
To learn more about North 

Country Food Bank and other 
ways you can get involved for 
Hunger Action Month in your 
area, please visit NorthCoun-
tryFoodBank.org or HungerAc-
tionMonth.org.  

You can also join the conver-
sation by posting photos or sto-
ries to social media with #Hun-
gerActionMonth, @NCFB_INC 
and @FeedingAmerica. 

Social Media 
and home internet
Social Media is a huge prob-

lem among young people today 
using cell phones. We know 
that students send some ille-
gal texts, and pictures among 
themselves and this can be 
considered a crime. We have 
seen the news media asking 
PARENTS to speak with your 
children about the use of their 
cell phone in and out of school, 
along with apps to view and 
stay away from, and how the 
phone should be used. Please 
take the time to speak with 
your child because we know 
this is happening among our 
student population. It can also 
be considered a form of bully-
ing which is a common and 
potentially damaging form of 
violence among students. 

Another potential scam will 
take shape as student spend 
more time on-line at home. 
They could be talked into a 
money scam using their tech-
nology equipment at home. 
Please watch and speak to 
your children about this issue.

Review these questions 
each time you send your 
child to school.

Does your child have one 
or more of these symptoms? 
- Fever greater than or equal 
to 100.0 degrees F, difficulty 
breathing, new onset and/or 

worsening cough or new loss of 
taste or smell.

Does your child have at 
least two or more of these 
symptoms? - Sore throat, nau-
sea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, 
muscle pain, excessive fatigue, 
new onset of severe headache, 
new onset of nasal congestion 
or runny nose. If you see any of 
these symptoms call the school 
and keep your child home. It 
is not worth risking a virus in 
school as we will be forced to 
shut down.

We will be taking temp 
checks before entering the bus 
and also entering the school. 

Important Notice; Free & 
Reduced application forms

I know you read and hear 
this announcement time and 
time again but I cannot stress 

enough how important these 
forms are to the school dis-
trict to access funding for our 
school. Our school loses money 
in compensatory funding and 
will lose this year again be-
cause our eligibility percent 
has dropped. 

If you are the parent of 
a child and know you may 
meet the eligibility require-
ments of the program, please 
fill them out and return them 
to the school or see the Super-
intendent even if you are not 
attending school in person 
for are home schooling. The 
forms are confidential and 
it does not mean you need to 
take advantage of what the 
form has to offer, but we still 
ask you to fill it out. It does af-
fect our compensatory funding 
for our school, free or reduced 
meal money for kids, 0% inter-
est on QZAB loans, reduced 
phone and internet bills for 
our school, Title 1 funding, 
Federal funding, computer, 
technology and equipment 
grants, and learning materi-
als. At the beginning of the 
year or anytime during this 
year, we ask parents or custo-
dial parents to fill out the free 
and reduced request forms. If 
you do not have internet for 
children, please call us as we 
have a special pricing program 
available through Garden Val-

ley Telephone. 
Century 21 
After-School Program
Win-E-Mac has been 

awarded another year of grant 
dollars for an after school pro-
gram. Our school along with 3 
other districts will be funded 
for a program of 5 days a week 
plus summer, for kids attend-
ing our school district. If your 
child would like to be in an 
extended program after school 
until 5:15, call the school @ 
218-563-2900 for more details. 
We will also offer an early 
morning drop-off if needed for 
parents beginning at 7:30 am.

Patriot Pride Boosters
This group of parents and 

community members want to 
help with all aspects of the 
school and is open to anyone 
who is willing to help achieve 
this goal.  There is no fee to 
join and for more information 
contact patriotpridebooster@
gmail.com. 

Extra 
Curricular Activities
The district will not have 

extra-curricular activities 
and sports taking place after 
school this fall as they have 
been postponed to Spring. We 
are working to see how we 
can introduce the Junior High 
Athletics this fall if things can 
be aligned.  Catch the Patriot 
Spirit and keep us in mind.

Gavin Strom during the Kiddie Pedal Pull at McIntosh 
Tractor Day.

Pulling in the Allis division of the Kiddie Pull during 
Tractor Day was Amelia Herberg.

The Kiddie Pull, sponsored by the Polar Beach 
Snowmobile Club had many pullers including Payton 
Roed.

Fuller Moran pulling in the Ford Division during the 
Polar Beach Kiddie Pedal Pull at Tractor Day in McIntosh.

Pulling during the Kiddie Pull on Tractor Day in 
McIntosh was Iris Howard.Carter Bartz was one of the many kids who participated 

in the Kiddie Pedal Pull sponsored by the Polar Beach 
Snowmobile Club during Tractor Day in McIntosh.
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