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With the start of the 2020 
- 2021 school year beginning 
on Tuesday, September 8th, 
the Win-E-Mac School will 
have a Back to School Night 
on Wednesday, September 2nd 
from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.

It is requested that one par-
ent or guardian per family at-
tends. 

The Pre-K and elementary 
students will be able to visit 
their classrooms and meet 
their teachers. They will learn 
the new procedure for entering 
the school building and Polk 
County Public Health will be 
on site for any questions that 
parents or students may have. 

Elementary students are 
asked to NOT bring school 
supplies at this time. Century 
21 sign up information will be 
made available.

There will be a 7th grade 
orientation at 6:00 pm and let-
ter are being sent to the par-
ents of the 7th grade students. 
The class will be divided into 
four groups. Chromebook dis-
tribution and class schedules 
will be handed out at the ori-
entation.

All other high school stu-
dents from grades 8 through 12 
will have to pick up Chrome-
books and class schedules in 
the bus garage. Each grade will 
have a designated bus stall to 
be at.

There will be information 
about riding the bus and enter-
ing the school available.

If you need to make sched-
ule changes or have any ques-
tions about the Back to School 
night, please contact the school 
office or Mr. McKeever.

Back to School night 
at WEM on Sept. 2nd

Help Kids Succeed
Neil's Quality Meats & More 

will be accepting donations of 
school supplies to benefit our  
local Head Start program from 
Tuesday, August 25th to Sat-
urday, September 5th.

Requested items are back-
packs, glue sticks, markers 
and scissors. All donations are 
welcome.

As a Thank You from Neil's 
Meats, anyone who donates 
to this good cause will receive 
15% off of one item of your 
choice during the donation pe-
riod.

Neil's Quality Meats and 
More is open Tuesday through 
Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
and Saturday from 9:00 am to 
Noon.

Climax, McIntosh Public 
Libraries to Resume Regular 
Hours Sept. 8

The Climax and McIntosh 
Public Libraries will resume 
their regular hours after oper-
ating with limited hours due 
to the coronavirus pandemic 
on September 8. The libraries 
will be offering Express Service 
(maintaining social distance, 
sanitation procedures and 
more) based on the following 
schedules:

Climax:
Monday: 4-8 p.m.
Tuesday: 1-6 p.m.
Thursday: 1-8 p.m.
Friday:10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
McIntosh:
Monday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Tuesday: 4-7 p.m.
Wednesday: 12-5 p.m.
Thursday: 4-7 p.m.
Friday: 12-5 p.m.
While the buildings were 

closed to the public a number 
of new services were intro-
duced, including adding Wire-
less Hotspots to its collection. 

Wireless Hotspots are por-
table internet access devices 
that allow you to connect to a 
WiFi network using your com-
puter, smartphone or another 
device at home or while on-the-
go. Customers can check out 

McIntosh Library to resume 
regular hours starting Sept. 8th

Wireless Hotspots the same 
way they would check out a 
book or DVD, with a 14 day 
loan period and two possible 
auto-renewals if no one else 
has requested it. To request a 
device, place a hold on a wire-
less hotspot in the library’s 
catalog, or call the library for 
assistance.

Another addition to the li-
brary's services is access to 
hoopla, allowing cardholders to 
stream popular movies and TV 
shows and download eBooks 
and eAudiobooks. Get started 
at larl.org/ebooks.

About Lake Agassiz Re-
gional Library

Lake Agassiz Regional Li-
brary is a consolidated public 
library system comprised of 13 
branch libraries and nine LINK 
Sites serving the residents of 
seven counties in northwest 
Minnesota. For more informa-
tion on this and other LARL 

events and services, contact 
the Lake Agassiz Regional Li-
brary office at 833-522-5275 or 
online at www.larl.org.

Fun in McIntosh during Tractor Day held last Saturday

Roy Ostenaa always starts off Tractor Day in McIntosh leading the parade. This year he brought the kids, parents and staff of The Clubhouse Childcare Center along with him. In 
Patriotic fashion the parade began the day with a Tractor Pull on the old football field in the afternoon.

Gene and Mavis Haugom from McIntosh enjoy a 
beautiful Saturday with the Tractor Day Antique Tractor 
parade in McIntosh. The Annual day brings lots of people 
to McIntosh each year to enjoy the fun and visit with 
friends and neighbors.

Autumn Plante is with her grandparents Heather 
and Tom Hegre at Tractor Day last Saturday waiting to 
enjoy the parade of antique tractors that make their way 
through the streets each year.

Each year Dean Strom gets his antique tractor running and makes his way to McIntosh 
for the annual Tractor Day parade.

The Oliver division of the Polar Beach Snowmobile Club 
Kiddie Pedal Pull winners were (l-r) Brynlee Bedard in 
2nd place and Emmet Rock in 1st Place. Not pictured is 
3rd place winner Payton Roed.

Each year the Polar Beach Snowmobile Club hosts a Kiddie Pedal Pull in front of 
the Fire Hall for the kids at the McIntosh Tractor Day. After the parade kids gather to 
see who can make the longest pull with special pedal tractors and a sled with weights 
designed by members of the club. Pictured here are the winners of the youngest group, 
the  Allis Division (l-r) 3rd place was Kora Kringlen, Leo Yaggie was in 1st place and 2nd 
place belonged to Macey Lee.
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Is There A
Wedding In 

Your Future?
We have the latest de-

signs for wedding accessories - or, 
if you choose, we can assist with a 
design of your own.

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY 
MEMORABLE.

487-5225   Gonvick, MN

Richards Publishing Co.

 719 N. Main 644 Main St.
 Mahnomen, MN Winger, MN

*Paige Ennen *Kelly Woltjer
*Tim & Denise Anderson
*Licensed Funeral Director

218-935-9000
Toll free: 866-935-9009

This space
for rent at

$127.40 for
6 months. 

CALL 

218-563-3585
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Fosston

Fr. John  Suvakeen, 
Pastor 

Sun. Sept. 6: 8:30 a.m. Mass 
at St. Mary’s, Fosston; 10:30 
a.m.  Mass at St. Joseph’s, 
Bagley

Sun. Sept. 13: 8:30 a.m. 
Mass at St. Mary’s, Fosston; 
10:30 a.m.  Mass at St. Jo-
seph’s, Bagley

GOSEN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Independent 
Gary Johnson, Pastor

www.gosen-church.com
Face Book: Gosen Church

 Sun., Sept. 6: 9:30 a.m.  
Sunday School and Adult 
Bible Study; 11:00 a.m.  Wor-
ship Service (also on Facebook: 
gosenchurch and gosenchurch.
com)

Tues, Sept. 8: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday worship service tele-
cast on  GVTV--30  

Wed, Sept. 9: 6:30 p.m. Bi-
ble Study at Sharon Ramberg's 
home
CALVARY-IMMANUEL LU-

THERAN PARISH
Winger/Bejou
Supply Pastor

Gordon Syverson
Calvary Lutheran Church, 

Winger, Immanuel Lutheran 
Church , Bejou, and Our Sav-
iors Lutheran Church, McIn-
tosh  will run church services 
on Channel 30 on Garden Val-
ley Channel 30. They will also 
be available on YouTube on 
channel One in Spirit Calva-
ry. Our Saviors service will be 
available by 8:30 am each Sun-
day until further notice.

 

MCINTOSH AFLC
McIntosh Trinity / Mount 

Carmel:
Pastor Karl Anderson
Mt Carmel and Trinity Free 

Lutheran Churches in McIn-
tosh have resumed holding 
Sunday Services.

9:30 Trinity
11:00 Mt Carmel
Social distancing practices 

will be encouraged.
Video Services will continue 

on GVTV Channel 30 at 10am 
Sunday, 7pm Sunday and 6pm 
Wednesday.

They will also be posted on 
the McIntosh AFLC Parish 
YouTube channel

LSS 
Meals Menu

687-2262

Tues, Sept. 8th - Porcupine 
Meatballs - Augratin Potatoes 
- Mixed Vegs - Wheat Rolls - 
Strawberry Cake - Milk

Wed, Sept. 9th - ****CALL 
WITH CHOICE****  218-
687-2262 Liver & Onions OR 
Chicken Fried Beef Steak - 
Boiled Potatoes/Gravy - Car-
rots - Wheat Bread - Jello Cake 
- Milk

Wed. Sept. 2: 
Malachi Burthwick

Thurs. Sept. 3: 
Joel Strom, Hannah 
Sylstad, Kayla Krin-
glen

Fri. Sept. 4: Jane 
Olson, *Mark & Kar-
en Krossen

Sat. Sept. 5: 
Christy Burslie, Ben 
Tofstad, Hunter 
Schow, *Dan & Dar-
lene Dierkes

Sun. Sept. 6: Bob 
Theis, Leo Herem, 
*Mike & Sheree 
Breckel

Mon. Sept. 7: 
Emily Ferden, Wen-
dy Reitmeier, Kier-
sten Anderson

Tues. Sept. 8: 
*Todd & Jessica 
Goodwin

Everyone 
Come & Proclaim

The Lord's Festival of 
Trumpets.

Where: the Winger Commu-
nity Center, Winger, MN.

When: September 19, 2020.
Time:  2 P.M.
The LORD has instructed 

us to gather at their appointed 
times each year for all His ap-
pointed Festivals. Leviticus 
chapter 23.

The Festival of Trumpets in 
Hebrew is Yom Teruah; Mean-
ing: Day of Blowing.

Any questions: call Debbie 
Gunderson Home: 218-945-
6288  Cell: 218-289-0535.

Ultraviolet light is all 
around us. UV light is a type 
of electromagnetic radiation 
that does anything from caus-
ing sunburns to making black-
light posters glow. The sun is 
a notable source of ultraviolet 
radiation, but lamps and some 
items like arc welding torches 
also can transmit it.

UV rays fall in the middle of 
other types of radiation, rang-
ing from very high-energy like 
X-rays and gamma rays to low-
energy radiation, such as radio 
waves. UV rays are divided 
into three main groups: UVA 
rays, UVB rays and UVC rays, 
advises the American Cancer 
Society. Even though UV rays 
are so common, many people 
remain unaware of the dangers 
associated with UV exposure.

True or False: Age makes 
people more vulnerable to UV 
exposure and damage to the 
eyes and skin.

True. The Canadian As-
sociation of Optometrists says 
an estimated 50 percent of life-
time exposure to UV rays oc-
curs before age 18. This is be-
cause youngsters tend to spend 
more time outdoors, have larg-
er pupils, have clearer lenses, 
and are less likely to wear sun-
glasses or hats.

True or False: All UV rays 
are equally damaging.

False: UVA rays are the 
least powerful, but have the 
potential to cause premature 
skin damage and increase the 
risk of certain eye conditions. 
UVB rays are more damag-
ing because they give off more 
energy and are responsible for 
most skin cancers. UVC rays 
do not penetrate the atmo-

Exposing myths 
about ultraviolet light

sphere, so they are not often 
linked to eye damage, wrinkles 
or skin cancer.

True or False: A base tan 
is healthy.

False: No tan is healthy 
or safe, advises Hackensack 
Meridian Health system. A 
sunburn and a suntan are the 
body's response to cellular 
DNA damage from UV radia-
tion. A base tan cannot prevent 
sunburn.

True or False: Tanning 
from the sun and tanning beds 
are equally damaging.

True. There is no such 
thing as safe tanning, whether 
from a tanning bed, a sun lamp 
or the sun itself. The American 
Academy of Dermatology says 
just one indoor tanning session 
can increase one's risk of devel-
oping skin cancer.

True or False: The eyes 
are most exposed to UV radia-
tion in early morning and late 
afternoon.

True. Unlike the skin, 
which is most susceptible to 
UV rays between 10 a.m. and 
4 p.m., for the eyes the damage 

occurs early or late in the day.
Get the facts about UV ex-

posure to stay safe all year 
long. 

The Polar Beach Snowmobile Club Kiddie Tractor Pull is one of the highlights of 
Tractor Day in McIntosh held last Saturday. The winners of the Class New Holland were 
(l-r) Kaylynn Waldbogel with 1st place, Tayton Nyland in 2nd place and Emmet Oseau 
came in 3rd place.

The 6th class in the Polar Beach Snowmobile Club's Kiddie Pedal Pull, at  the Tractor 
Day event, is the John Deere class. The event took place last Saturday in McIntosh and 
the winners were (l-r) Kallie Roy in 2nd place, William Howard took 1st place and Tucker 
Nyland was in 3rd place. The three kids competed 3 times with 2 rounds of full pulls 
resulting in a 3rd round which determined the winners.

LR/eagle/Herald/Times
5

A huge “Thank You” to everyone who came to our 
McIntosh Tractor Day Activities.

To all the parade drivers (were told 94 
tractors), to all who participated in the 
tractor pulls, to the 4 different food ven-
dors who had all different food available 
(and we were told they all sold out!) To all 
the helpers who worked so hard to keep 
everything moving smoothly in both the 
parade and pull, and to our fabulous announcer, Carey Burslie 
who always does  an amazing job. 
Thank you to the children from “The Clubhouse Daycare” for 

leading the parade. To the Polar Bear Snowmobile Club for hav-
ing the “Kiddy Pull” and to the hundreds who came to watch 
and cheer for the drivers! But most of all to the 94+ drivers who 
brought their beauties to show them off and for all of us to enjoy!
Thank you also to the McIntosh Firemen for their helping with 

so many things and to Curtis Bartz with spending your whole day 
working at the Tractor Pull.

To Everyone Thank You!” 
We are already looking to  
& working on year #14.

Roy Ostenaa, Mary Pulford 
 & Steve Urness

M24C

Mac to Flush 
Waterlines
The City of McIntosh will 

be flushing water-
lines and hydrants 
each Thursday 
throughout the 
summer. Resi-
dents are encour-
aged to watch for 
rusty or dirty water 
on these days. Fill washing 
machines to check water 
before adding clothes. M9-28C

Paid Volunteer Opportunities
• Become a respite volunteer

• Visit older adults a few  
hours a week

• Earn a monthly 
living  

allowance
To learn more contact  
Julie Praska-Moser 
218.686.6228 OR

Julie.Praska-Moser@lssmn.org 

M
18-32C

M24C

A Tribute To

America’s Workers

BANK NAME

n 1894, the first Monday in September

was designated as Labor Day, a national

holiday honoring all workers in our

country.

No matter where you work or what you

do for a living, the job you do is a

valuable contribution to the American

economy.
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First National Bank 
will be closed Monday, September 7th 

in observance of Labor Day.



1 adsssssss 01Mac Legals

JULY 7, 2020
BOARD MINUTES

P u r s u a n t  t o  m o t i o n  o f 
adjournment the Polk County Board 
of Commissioners met in regular 
session at 8:00 o’clock a.m., July 7, 
2020 at Environmental Services, 320 
Ingersoll Avenue, Crookston, MN. 
Members present:   Commissioner 
Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 
Warren Strandell, Commissioner 
Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan 
Lee and Commissioner Don Diedrich 
and Charles S. Whiting, County 
Administrator, Clerk of the Board. 
Other present: Michelle Cote, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board.

REVISED AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the July 7, 2020 
agenda adding Bob Kovar with 
County Road 62 concerns.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the July 7, 2020 
consent agenda:

1. Approve Auditor Warrants.
Commission Lee joined the 

meeting at 8:14 a.m. 
COUNTY BOARD MEMBERS 

ISSUE FORUM
1. Commissioner Jacobson 

brought forth that he received calls 
of concern regarding Maple Lake 
Park East Shore new parking.   

2 .  Commissioner Strandel l 
brought forth discussion regarding 
the death of Joe Bouvette, Kittson 
County Commissioner. Mr. Bouvette 
was the Chair of the Northwest 
Regional Development Commission.  
Discussion was brought for th 
regarding Tri-County Community 
Corrections and an inmate testing 
positive for COVID-19.  

3. Commissioner Willhite brought 
forth that he participated at Valley Talk 
at KROX Radio. He also participated in 
a Polk County Planning Commission 
meeting.   

4. Commissioner Lee brought forth 
that she participated in a Red Lake 
Corridor meeting where grants were 
the focus.  She also participated in 
a Polk County Personnel Committee 
meeting. Discussion was brought 
forth regarding calls of concerns of 
an area near Cross Lake where a 
beaver dam was removed.  

5. Commissioner Diedrich brought 
forth that he attended no meetings 
since the prior Board meeting.  

PLANNING AND ZONING
Jacob Snyder, Environmental 

Specialist/Planning and Zoning 
Administrator came before the Board 
with matters pertaining to Planning 
and Zoning:

1 .  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 5 9 ) 
Conditional Use Permit For Curtis 
Block For A Self-Storage Unit 
Building

Reso lu t ion  (2020-59)  was 
offered by Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded by Commissioner Lee 
and adopted upon the following 
vote:  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 
Strandell and Jacobson. NAYS: 
None. (See Resolution (2020-59) on 
file in the Administrator’s Office.)

2 .  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 6 0 ) 
Conditional Use Permit For Brian 
LaPlante “Back When Foods, Inc.” 
For Operation Of A Commercial 
Bakery

Reso lu t ion  (2020-60)  was 
offered by Commissioner Strandell 
seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 
and adopted upon the following 
vote:  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 
Strandell and Jacobson. NAYS: 
None.  (See Resolution (2020-60) 
on file in the Administrator’s Office.)

PUBLIC HEALTH
Sarah Reese, Public Health 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1. School Health Services 
Agreements – Fisher, Climax-
Shelly and Win-E-Mac

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the School Health Services 
Agreements with Fisher, Climax-
Shelly and Win-E-Mac to provide a 
licensed school nurse as presented 
to the Board.  (Agreements on file in 
the Administrator’s Office)

2. School Health Services 
Agreement Cathedral and Our 
Savior ’s – Crookston Public 
Schools

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to approve the School 
Health Services Agreement with 
Crookston Public Schools to provide 
a licensed school nurse for the 
parochial schools of Cathedral and 
Our Savior’s – Crookston Public 
Schools.  (Agreement on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

REVISED AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Diedrich and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to revise the July 7, 2020 
agenda by adding No. 6 under 
Highway regarding a reimbursement 
to the Maple Lake Campground host 
Roxanne Bechhold.

HIGHWAY
Richard Sanders, Polk County 

Highway Engineer came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. SP 060-596-003 CR 210 From 
CSAH 37 To TH 2

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
award SP 060-596-003 to Asphalt, 
LLC, Newfolden, MN in the amount 
of $1,445,891.00 and have the Chair 
and Administrator sign the contracts. 

2. Survey Equipment Upgrade
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell  and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to purchase upgraded survey 

equipment for the Polk County 
Highway Department from Frontier 
Precision, Inc., Waite Park, MN in the 
amount of $7,839.20.

3. Replace Maintenance Man 
II Position

Due to a resignation a motion 
was made by Commissioner Diedrich 
seconded by Commissioner Willhite 
and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to allow the Polk County 
Highway Department to fi l l the 
Maintenance Man II position and 
authorize Human Resources to 
advertise for this position.

4 .  R e s o l u t i o n  ( 2 0 2 0 - 6 1 ) 
Retirement Of William Pahlen – 
Highway Department

Retirement Of William Pahlen – 
Highway Department

RESOLUTION (2020-61)
The following resolution (2020-

61) was offered by Commissioner 
Diedrich:

WHEREAS, Wil l iam Pahlen 
will officially retire as Maintenance 
Man of the Polk County Highway 
Department, effective August 3rd, 
2020, and

WHEREAS, William has faithfully 
and diligently served the residents of 
Polk County for the past 13 years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
RESOLVED, That the Polk County 
Board of Commissioners does 
hereby accept the retirement of 
William Pahlen from the Polk County 
Highway Department with regret, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners wishes to extend 
a hearty thank you for a job well 
done, and

BE FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners want to extend to 
you best wishes for a long, active 
and enjoyable retirement.

C o m m i s s i o n e r  S t r a n d e l l 
seconded the foregoing resolution 
and it was declared adopted upon the 
following vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, 
Willhite, Strandell and Jacobson. 
NAYS: None.  

5. 2021 Budget – Wheelage and 
Local Option Sales Tax

Discussion was held with the 
Board regarding the 2021 Budget - 
Wheelage and Local Option Sales 
Tax. The Local Option Transportation 
Funding in Minnesota handout was 
also presented and discussed with 
the Board.  (Handout on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

6 .  * C a m p g r o u n d  H o s t 
Reimbursement

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the payment to Roxanne 
Bechhold for campsite reimbursement 
in the amount of $1,928.25.     

CITIZEN CONCERNS
Bob Kovar, East Grand Forks, 

MN appeared before the Board with 
concerns regarding County Road 62.  
His concerns were focused on the 
condition of the road and the safety 
of people traveling it after every rain.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Jon Steiner, Environmental 

Services Director came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. CY 2020 Hauler License
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Strandell seconded by 
Commissioner Willhite and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board 
to approve the 2020 Polk County 
Haulers License application for R J 
Zavoral & Sons, East Grand Forks, 
MN.

1. CY 2021 Solid Waste Fee 
Assessment Schedule

Continuation of discussion from 
the June 16 and June 23, 2020 
Board meetings regarding the 
Assessment Schedule was held 
with the Board. The CY 2021 Solid 
Waste Fee Assessment Schedule 
and the Proposed CY 2021 Solid 
Waste  Assessment  Schedu le 
were presented to the Board.  A 
motion was made by Commissioner 
Willhite seconded by Commissioner 
Jacobson and adopted by unanimous 
vote of the Board to approve the CY 
2021 Solid Waste Fee Assessment 
Schedule as presented, with the 
exception of using the $140.00 
household rate in lieu of the $150.00 
household rate shown.  (Handouts 
on file in the Administrator’s Office)

SOCIAL SERVICES
Karen Warmack, Social Services 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1. Contract With Department 
Of Employment And Economic 
Development

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Lee seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the language changes in 
the contract with the Department 
of Employment and Economic 
Development in the amount not to 
exceed $679,633.00 for the MFIP/
DWP Program as presented to 
the Board. The contract period is 
effective through December 31, 2020.  
(Contract on file in the Administrator’s 
Office)

PROPERTY RECORDS
Michelle Cote, Property Records 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1. Abatement Request(s)
Discussion was held with the 

Board regarding application for 
abatement of property tax that has 
been received from the following:

WOK Inc., dba Happy Joes Pizza 
and Ice Cream Parlor requesting 
a non-specific reduction of taxes 
on Parcel No. 82.00140.00 and 
Miller Partnership/IC Muggs Owner 
requesting a reduction of 25% of 
the 2020 taxes, 25% of the tax and 
the solid waste fee is $2,224.00.  
Parcel No. 82.02685.00 (This parcel 
also includes the Best Buy Liquor 
Off-Sale).  A motion was made by 
Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
deny the afore mentioned application 
of abatement of property taxes.

2. 2020 Primary And General 
Election Canvassing Dates

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Diedrich seconded 
by Commissioner Lee and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
move the date of the 2020 Primary 
Election to Friday August 14, 2020 
at 1:00 p.m.

3. Workstation Expenditure 
Request

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the quote from 
Innovative, Bemidji, MN in the amount 
of $9,253.17 for three workstations in 
the Tax Payer Service Center to be 
paid from the Recorder’s Compliance 
Fund.

ADMINISTRATION
Chuck Whiting, Polk County 

Administrator came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1 .  N A C o  2 0 2 0  V o t i n g 
Credentials/Delegate

A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 
Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 
Commissioner Willhite  and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
assign Richard Sanders, Polk County 
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Highway Engineer as Polk County’s 
designated delegate for the NACo 
2020 Voting Credentials.  

2. Review Of CARES Act – 
Coronavirus Relief Fund

The CARES Act – Coronavirus 
Relief Fund was discussed with the 
Board.

3. Tentative Agreement With 
AFSCME Social Workers Unit

The tentative agreement with 
AFSCME Social  Workers Unit 
was discussed with the Board.  A 
motion was made by Commissioner 
Lee seconded by Commissioner 
Jacobson and adopted by unanimous 
vote of the Board to approve the 
tentative agreement with AFSCME 
Social Workers Unit as presented.  

4. 2021 Budget Status
a. Preliminary Board Budget
The preliminary Board budget 

was discussed with the Board.
AUDITOR WARRANTS
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded 
by Commissioner Strandell and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the following 
Auditor Warrants for payment:

AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/09/2020

AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/16/2020

AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/22/2020

AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/23/2020

AUDITOR WARRANTS 06/30/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 05/29/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/01/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/08/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/12/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/12/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/15/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/17/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/22/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/26/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/26/2020

MANUAL WARRANTS 06/26/2020

With no further business, the Board adjourned to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., 
July 21, 2020.

Gary Willhite, Chair 
Charles S. Whiting,  Polk County Administrator, Clerk of the Board  M24C
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When it comes to accidents 
behind the wheel, people may 
be quick to blame inebriat-
ed drivers. Although drunk, 
drugged and distracted driving 
is an epidemic, there is another 
concern on the nation's road-
ways - drowsy driving.

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
estimates that drowsy driving 
is responsible for tens of thou-
sands of injuries and hundreds 
of deaths every year. These 
numbers continue to grow and 
may not even be accurate. The 
National Institute of Medicine 
believes a more accurate as-
sessment of annual drowsy 
driving-related fatalities is 
closer to 6,000 per year. The 
Canadian Automobile Asso-
ciation says 20 percent of acci-
dents in Canada are attributed 
to drowsy driving.

The National Sleep Founda-
tion says roughly half of adult 

drivers in the United States 
admit to consistently getting 
behind the wheel while feeling 
drowsy, and about 20 percent 
admit to falling asleep behind 
the wheel at some point over 
the last year.

Just like drugs and alcohol 
or distractions like eating or 
texting while driving, drowsy 
driving impairs reaction time 
behind the wheel. 

Drivers' ability to recognize 
hazards, avoid such hazards 
and sustain their attention is 
adversely affected the more 
tired they are. In fact, the Na-
tional Safety Council says driv-
ing after going more than 20 
hours without sleep is equiva-
lent to driving with a blood-
alcohol concentration of 0.08 
percent.

According to a study by the 
AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety, the risk of crash de-
pends on the amount of hours 

of sleep. Whereas getting six 
to seven hours of sleep equates 
to 1.3 times the crash risk, 
getting less than four hours 
of sleep increases that risk to 
11.5 times. Officers with the 
New Brunswick Royal Canadi-
an Mounted Police say drowsy 
driving can be just as deadly as 
driving impaired.

In addition to getting more 
rest, experts advise reading 
medication labels to determine 
if side effects include drowsi-
ness. 

People who are often tired 
or are having sleeping difficul-
ties also should schedule ap-
pointments with their doctors 
to address this issue. 

Anyone who feels tired be-
hind the wheel, has drifted 
out of his lane, missed road 
signs or turns, or has difficulty 
maintaining speed should pull 
over where it is safe and take 
a break.

The danger of drowsy driving

The Farmall division winners of the Kiddie Pedal Pull during Tractor Day in McIntosh 
were (l-r) Hudson "DH" Hovy with 2nd place, Hawkins Hovy with first place and Easton 
Peterson with 3rd place. All three boys had a full pull in the first round and competed 
with each other and 2 others to place.

The Ford Division winners of the Kiddie Pedal Pull, sponsored by the Polar Beach 
Snowmobile Club, last Saturday afternoon in McIntosh were (l-r) Iris Howard with 2nd 
place, Emma Howard with 1st place and McKenna Peterson with 3rd place. Sisters, Emma 
and Iris each had a full pull in the first round and challenged each other for first place in 
the second round of division pulling.

M22,24,26,28MNA
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JULY 21, 2020
BOARD MINUTES

P u r s u a n t  t o  m o t i o n  o f 
adjournment the Polk County Board 
of Commissioners met in regular 
session at 9:30 o’clock a.m., July 21, 
2020 at Environmental Services, 320 
Ingersoll Avenue, Crookston, MN.  
Members present:   Commissioner 
Gerald Jacobson, Commissioner 
Warren Strandell, Commissioner 
Gary Willhite, Commissioner Joan 
Lee and Commissioner Don Diedrich 
and Charles S. Whiting, County 
Administrator, Clerk of the Board. 
Other present: Michelle Cote, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board.

AGENDA
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commiss ioner  Lee seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the July 21, 2020 
agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA 
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board to 
approve the consent agenda for July 
21, 2020:

1 .  Approve  Commiss ioner 
Warrants:  General Revenue Fund, 
$95,501.19; Public Works Fund, 
$152,761.44; Public Safety Fund, 
$61,964.25; Public Health Fund, 
$12,069.11;   Forfeited Tax Sale 
Fund, $446.13; CAP Grant Project, 
$1,305.80;Speical Assessments 
( D i t c h )  F u n d ,  $ 11 , 8 0 1 . 5 5 ; 
Environmental Services Fund, 
$8,759.40; Resource Recovery 
Fund, $111,092.23; Landfill Fund, 
$30,195.78; Agency Fund, $3,033.80, 
Per  D iems,  $2 ,250 .00 ;  Mea l 
Reimbursement (without overnight 
lodging), $179.99and Sign Audit List. 

2. Approve the June 23, 2020 and 
the July 7, 2020 Board minutes.

3. Approve payment to US Bank, 
St. Louis, MO in the amount of 
$52,597.96 for procurement card 
purchases.

4. Approve payment to Card 
Member Services, St. Louis, MO in 
the amount of $829.56 for credit card 
purchases.

5. Approve for payment Lost 
Warrant No. 46702 dated January 
24, 2020 issued Ross Olsen in the 
amount of $25.00.

COUNTY BOARD MEMBER 
ISSUE FORUM

1. Commissioner Jacobson 
brought forth discussion about calls 
received regarding road concerns 
and damage that occurred because 
of grading.  Another call was received 
with concern regarding gravel pits and 
ground water affecting an adjacent 
property.  He also received another 
call regarding potential wheelage 
tax.  Discussion was brought forth 
regarding a Maple Lake concerned 
resident Fern Letnes.  He attended 
no meetings since the prior Board 
meeting.  

2.  Commissioner Strandel l 
brought that he attended an MPO 
meeting.  As a follow-up to the 
meeting, the location of the MPO 
office was reviewed.  Discussion was 
brought forth regarding Northwest 
Regional Development Commission 
and the separation of the Northwest 
Arts from the Commission.  

3. Commissioner Willhite brought 
forth that he attended the Polk County 
Building Committee meeting where 
the focus was the East Grand Forks 
Human Service Center Building.  
He also attended the Polk Norman 
Mahnomen Public Health meeting.

4. Commissioner Lee brought 
forth that she participated in a Polk 
County and City of Fosston Law 
Enforcement meeting. The City of 
Fosston indicated they have been 
happy with the agreement and the 
deputies assigned to the area.   She 
also did her monthly radio “Food 
For Thought” programming at the 
Fosston Radio station. She spent 
time visiting with business owners 
regarding how they have been 
impacted by COVID-19.  In addition, 
she participated in an EPA Small 
Committee Advisory Board meeting.  
She also participated in an East 
Polk Soil and Water Conservation 
meeting where finances were the 
focus in addition to State resolutions, 
as well as the sloughing on Cameron 
Lake impacting two homes.  She 
also had a DAC meeting where 
finances were the focus in addition 
to COVID-19 funding.  In addition, 
she also attended the Polk Norman 
Mahnomen Public Health meeting 
where COVID-19 was the focus.  
Discussion was brought for th 
regarding a call she received from 
Representative Kiel focused on DAC 
funding.  She also participated in 
Farm Bureau interviews of incumbent 
of Representative Kiel and Cynthia 
Ansbacher her challenger.  

5 .  Commiss ioner  D iedr ich 
brought forth discussion about 
shared Highway Engineer Services 
between Kit tson and Marshal l 
County.  Discussion was brought 
forth regarding a call received from 
Denis Schulz, Supervisor for Euclid 
Township with County Road 19 
concerns. He attended no meetings 
since the prior Board meeting.  

FACILITIES
Mark Dietz, Facilities Management 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to his department:

1. Fill Open Maintenance I 
Position - FTE

Due to a resignation a motion was 
made by Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded by Commissioner Strandell 
and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to approve filling the open 
Maintenance I position – FTE in the 
Facilities Department.

VETERANS SERVICE
Kurtis Ellefson, Veterans Services 

Officer came before the Board with 

matters pertaining to his department:
1. Resolution (2020-62) Veterans 

Serv ice  Of f ice  Opera t iona l 
Enhancement Grant Program 2021 
CVSO Grant

RESOLUTION (2020-62)
Veterans Service Office 

Operational Enhancement Grant 
Program

The following resolution (2020-
62) was offered by Commissioner 
Strandell:

BE IT RESOLVED, By Polk 
County that the County enter into 
the attached Grant Agreement 
with the Minnesota Department of 
Veterans Affairs (MDVA) to conduct 
the following Program: County 
Veterans Service Office Operational 
Enhancement Grant Program.  The 
grant must be used to provide 
outreach to the county's Veterans; 
to assist in the reintegration of combat 
Veterans into society; to collaborate 
with other social service agencies, 
educational institutions, and other 
community organizations for the 
purposes of enhancing services 
offered to veterans; to reduce 
homelessness among veterans; and 
to enhance the operations of the 
county Veterans service office, as 
specified in Minnesota Laws 2019, 
Chapter 10, Article 1, Section 37, 
Subdivision 2.  This Grant should 
not be used to supplant or replace 
other funding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
By the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners that Kurtis Ellefson, 
the County  Veterans Serv ice 
Officer, be authorized to execute 
the attached Grant Contract for the 
above-mentioned Program on behalf 
of the County.  

WHEREUPON,  The  above 
resolution was adopted at a monthly 
meeting of the County Board of 
Commissioners this 21st day of July 
2020. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Authorized Signature and Title 
_______________________ 

Date
Commissioner Diedrich seconded 

the foregoing resolution and it was 
declared adopted upon the following 
vote.  YEAS: Lee, Diedrich, Willhite, 
Strandell and Jacobson.  NAYS:  
None. 

SOCIAL SERVICES
Karen Warmack, Social Services 

Director came before the Board with 
matters pertaining to her department:

1. Office Support Specialist 
Replacement Request

Due to a resignation a motion 
was made by Commissioner Lee 
seconded by Commissioner Diedrich 
and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to refill an Office Support 
Specialist position and any internal 
subsequent position vacancies 
occurring because of this action.

2.  Social  Worker – Chi ld 
Protect ion Special ist  (CPS) 
Replacement Request

Due to a resignation a motion was 
made by Commissioner Jacobson 
seconded by Commissioner Willhite 

and adopted by unanimous vote of 
the Board to refill the Social Worker 
– Child Protection Specialist position 
and any internal subsequent position 
vacancies occurring because of this 
action.

HIGHWAY
Richard Sanders, Polk County 

Highway Department came before 
the Board with matters pertaining to 
his department:

1. County Ditch 19 Maintenance 
Request

Ditch Maintenance request has 
come in for County Ditch 19, Sections 
4,5,8,9 of Vineland Township. A 
motion was made by Commissioner 
Strandell seconded by Commissioner 
Diedrich and adopted by unanimous 
vote of the Board to approve the work 
in CD 19 and name Richard Sanders 
as Engineer over the project.

2. 2021 Equipment Replacement
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Strandell seconded 
by Commissioner Jacobson and 
adopted by unanimous vote of the 
Board to approve the start of the 2021 
lease process ordering (7) pickups 
from Enterprise and getting quotes for 
motor graders and tandem trucks for 
the Highway Department.

WEST POLK SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Nicole Bernd, West Polk Soil & 
Water Conservation District Manager 
came before the Board with matters 
pertaining to WPSWCD:

1.  WPSWCD 2021 Budget 
Proposal 

The West Polk Soil & Water 
Conservation District Budget Proposal 
was presented and discussed with 
the Board. (Budget Proposal on file 
in the Administrator’s Office)

2. Wild Rice-Marsh 1 W1P 
Summary

The Wild Rice-Marsh 1 WIP 
Summary was presented and 
discussed with the Board.  (Summary 
on file in the Administrator’s Office)

ADMINISTRATION
Chuck Whiting, Polk County 

Administrator came before the 
Board with matters pertaining to his 
department:

1. CARES Funds and Options
CARES options and preference 

for use of these funds were discussed 
with the Board. A handout was also 
presented to the Board regarding the 
Coronavirus Relief Fund Frequently 
Asked Questions Updated As Of 
July 8, 2020.  (Handout on file in the 
Administrator’s Office)

2. County Administrator Review 
Process

The Board conducts an annual 
performance evaluation of the Polk 
County Administrator.  The process 
and selection of a meeting date for 
the actual evaluation meeting date 
was discussed with the Board.  

3. 2021 Budget Status
Discussion was held with the 

Board regarding the 2021 budget 
status.

COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
A m o t i o n  w a s  m a d e  b y 

Commissioner Diedrich seconded by 
Commissioner Strandell and adopted 
by unanimous vote of the Board that 
the following Commissioner Warrants 
were approved:

_______________________________
Gary Willhite, Chair
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Charles S. Whiting, County Administrator
Clerk of the Board
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COMMISSIONER WARRANTS
DATED 07/22/2020
APPROVED 07/21/2020

Spaces 
Available!

WEBSITE ADVERTI$ING
Promote Your  
  Business!
Call Today! 218-487-5225


