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Community 
Calendar
Wed. Sept. 5: Mc-

Intosh Library 12pm to 
5pm; Children’s Story 
Time at McIntosh Li-
brary 3:30pm; McIntosh 
Heritage & Arts Cen-
ter 10am to 2pm; Com-
puter Class at McIntosh 
Library 1pm to 2pm; 
Winger Senior Meals 
@ Moran’s 11:30am to 
1:30pm 

Thurs. Sept. 6: Mc-
Intosh Library 4pm to 
7pm; McIntosh Heri-
tage & Arts Center 
10am to 2pm; Winger 
Senior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm;

Fri. Sept. 7: Mc-
Intosh Library 12pm 
to 5pm; Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm

Mon. Sept. 10: Mc-
Intosh Library 10am 
to 3pm; Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am     to 1:30pm;

Tues. Sept. 11: Mc-
Intosh Library 4pm to 
7pm; McIntosh Heri-
tage & Arts Center 
10am to 2pm; Winger 
Senior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am     to 1:30pm; 
McIntosh City  Council 
Meeting @ Community 
Center 5:30pm

Wed. Sept. 12: Mc-
Intosh Library 12pm to 
5pm; Children’s Story 
Time at McIntosh Li-
brary 3:30pm; McIntosh 
Heritage & Arts Cen-
ter 10am to 2pm; Com-
puter Class at McIntosh 
Library 1pm to 2pm; 
Winger Senior Meals 
@ Moran’s 11:30am to 
1:30pm

Thurs. Sept. 13:  
McIntosh Library 4pm 
to 7pm; McIntosh Heri-
tage & Arts Center 
10am to 2pm; Winger 
Senior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm 

Fri. Sept. 14: Mc-
Intosh Library 12pm 
to 5pm; Winger Se-
nior Meals @ Moran’s 
11:30am to 1:30pm

Sat. Sept. 15: McIn-
tosh Harvest Festival

Mon. Sept. 17: La-
bor Day

Tues. Sept. 18: 
School starts at Win-E-
Mac; McIntosh Library 
4pm to 7pm; McIntosh 
Heritage & Arts Center 
10am to 2pm

Harvest Festival 
Sept. 15th in Mac

Roy Ostenaa led the Antique Tractor Parade on Saturday, August 25th in McIntosh. 
Here he stops to pause for the National Anthem.

Gene and Mavis Haugom brought their two seater tractor for the Antique Tractor 
Parade on Saturday, August 25th in McIntosh. The couple had traveled over 150 miles 
together on the tractor.

The oldest driver in the 2018 McIntosh Antique Tractor Parade was Clifford Bartz.

Mike Schultz was one of a few locals who participated in the Tractor Pull during Tractor Day. Others included: Roy 
Ostenaa, Steve Faldet, Dean Strom, Steve Urness,  and Jim Nichols. There was a great turnout of pullers and spectators 
to make the day enjoyable.

Ashton Anderson was one of many kids who had fun 
competing in the kiddie pull during Tractor Day in 
McIntosh on Saturday, August 25th.

The McIntosh Community 
Club will host a Harvest Fes-
tival on Saturday, September 
15th.

Back and better than ever, 
the 2018 McIntosh Harvest 
Festival (formerly McIntosh 
Market Days) is only a few 
weeks away. 

Plan now for all the new, 
great events that will be found 
at the Harvest Festival in Mc-
Intosh on Saturday, Septem-
ber 15th.

The fun starts the night be-
fore, with Friday Night Movie 
in the Park. The movie is fam-
ily friendly and starts around 
7:30 pm in Erickson Park. 
Bring your blankets and chairs 
and enjoy a movie with family 
and friends.

Start out the day with the 
McIntosh Senior Living 5K. 
Registration starts at 8:30 am 
and the run/walk will begin at 
9:00 am in the McIntosh Senior 
Living parking lot.

There will be a craft show in 
the Fire Hall starting at 9:00 
am and ending at 3:00 pm. 
Browse through and then stop 
for Pie and Coffee in the Fire 
Hall meeting room. Pie and 
coffee will also be available 
from 9:00 am until 3:00 pm.

Speaking of pies, there wll 
be an apple pie bake-off that 
will take place at the Commu-
nity Center. Your homemade 
apple pies can be dropped off 
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm with 
the judging taking place at 
1:00 pm.

It doesn't stop there, there 
will be a Pie Eating Contest 
for both adults and kids. The 
adult Pie Eating contest will 
take place at 1:00 pm on Main 
Street, with the Kids Pie Eat-
ing Contest starting at 1:30 
pm. Both contests are limited 
to the first 20 people to sign up, 
so get there early!

Kids games and face paint-
ing by the Win-E-Mac Cheer-
leaders will be from 10:00 am 
to Noon on the old football 
field. There will be a paper 
plate plane drop at 12:15 pm 
too.

Stop by the Wertish Park-
ing lot for some McIntosh Se-
nior Living Cow Pie Bingo. 
Games will take place at 10:00 
am, Noon, and 2:00 pm, be sure 
to buy your spots early. 

A Scavenger Hunt will take 
place throughout the Festival 
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, pick-
up sheets at Minnesota Rust. 
While you are close, there will 
be a selfie station in the yard at 
the Stordahl Tax Building.

Hay rides will be from 11:00 
am to 2:00 pm and pick up and 
drop off will be at the football 
field.

The McIntosh Library will 
host a book sale in the Com-
munity Center from 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm. 

There will be food from Oof-
da Tacos, Neil's Quality Meats 
and More, 3 C's Concessions, 
and The Coop Bar & Grill.

Come early and stay all 
day to celebrate Fall with your 
family and friends while tak-
ing part in many of the new 
activities. Get the latest de-
tails by following the McIntosh 
Community Club on Facebook.

First Place Trophy Winner, McKenna Peterson.
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Letter to the Editor

M3-28C

Is There A
Wedding In 

Your Future?
We have the latest de-

signs for wedding accessories - or, 
if you choose, we can assist with a 
design of your own.

LET US HELP MAKE YOUR WEDDING DAY 
MEMORABLE.

487-5225   Gonvick, MN

Richards Publishing Co.

 719 N. Main 644 Main St.
 Mahnomen, MN Winger, MN

*Paige Ennen *Kelly Woltjer
*Tim & Denise Anderson
*Licensed Funeral Director

218-935-9000
Toll free: 866-935-9009

This space
for rent at

$127.40 for
6 months. 

CALL 

218-563-3585
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Pestle & Vessel
by Alison Opdahl

Community 
Birthday 

and 
Anniversary 

Calendar

The King
is coming

 Everyone is invited to: The 
LORD'S Appointed Feast of 
Trumpets (In Hebrew, Yom 
Teruah) (Leviticus 23:23-25).

COME & WORSHIP
WHERE: Dovre Free Lu-

theran Church, Winger, MN
WHEN: Sunday, September 

9, 2018 (on the Hebrew calen-
dar, Tishrei 1)

TIME: 7 P.M.
Any Questions, call Debbie 

Gunderson, 218-945-6288

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
Fosston

Fr. John  Suvakeen, Pastor 
Sun. Sept. 9: 8:00am Con-

fession; 8:30am Mass at St. 
Mary's, Fosston; 10:30am Mass 
at St. Joseph's, Bagley

Sun. Sept. 16: 8:00am Con-
fession; 8:30am Mass at St. 
Mary's, Fosston; 10:30am Mass 
at St. Joseph's, Bagley

If you have any questions 
please call 435-6484.

CALVARY-IMMANUEL 
LUTHERAN PARISH

Winger/Bejou
Supply Pastor

Gordon Syverson
Sun. Sept. 9: 8:30am Wor-

ship at Immanuel; 9:45am 
Worship at Calvary

Sun. Sept. 16: 8:30am Wor-
ship at Immanuel; 9:45am 
Worship at Calvary

OURS SAVIOR’S 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(ELCA)
McIntosh

Supply Pastor
Gordon Syverson

Sun. Sept. 9: 11:15am Wor-
ship Service.

Sun. Sept 16: 11:15am Wor-
ship Service.

GOSEN LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Independent 
Gary Johnson, Pastor

www.gosen-church.com
Face Book: Gosen Church

Wed. Sept. 5: 7:00pm Bible 
Study at Don and Sharon Ram-
berg's

Sun. Sept. 9: 9:30 a.m.  Sun-
day School and Adult Bible 
Study; 11:00 a.m. Worship Ser-
vice

Tues. Sept. 11: 10:00am 
Sunday worship service tele-
cast on Garden Valley Cable 
TV--Channel 2; 1:30pm  Bible 
Study at The Country Place

Wed. Sept. 12: 7:00pm Bible 
Study at Don and Sharon Ram-
berg's

For information on free 
rides to any of the above ac-
tivities call 218-268-4242 or 
218-687-3461 Gosen Church 
is located 4 miles south of the 
junctions of Hwy. 2 & 59 or 4 
miles north of Winger; then ½ 
mile east on County Road 206.

MCINTOSH AFLC
McIntosh Trinity / Mount 

Carmel:
Pastor Karl Anderson
Wed. Sept. 5: 7:30pm Bible 

Study at Mt. Carmel
Thurs. Sept. 6: 7:00am 

Men's Breakfast at Mt. Carmel
Sun. Sept. 9 9:30am Wor-

ship at Trinity; 9:45am Sunday 
School for all ages at Mt. Car-
mel; 10:45am Sunday School 
for all ages at Trinity; 11:00am 
Worship at Mt. Carmel

Wed. Sept. 12: 7:30pm Bible 
Study at Mt. Carmel

Thurs. Sept. 13: 7:00am 
Men's Breakfast at Mt. Carmel

Sun. Sept. 16:  9:30am Wor-
ship at Trinity; 9:45am Sunday 
School for all ages at Mt. Car-
mel; 10:45am Sunday School 
for all ages at Trinity; 11:00am 
Worship at Mt. Carmel

VERNES LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMC)

McIntosh
Pastor Jill Torgerson

Sun. Sept. 9: 9am Worship
Sun. Sept. 16: 9am Worship

DOVRE
FREE LUTHERAN

Pastor Don Edlunds
Wed. Sept. 5:  7:00pm Bible 

Study
Sun. Sept. 9: 10:00am Wor-

ship Service
Wed. Sept. 12:  7:00pm Bi-

ble Study
Sun. Sept. 16: 10:00am Wor-

ship Service

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH
McIntosh

Rev. Bruce Blocker,
 Pastor

Sun. Sept. 9: 9:00am Divine 
Worship Service; 10:00 Fellow-
ship Hour

Sun. Sept. 16: 9:00am Di-
vine Worship Service; 10:00 
Fellowship Hour

Holy Communion 1st Sun-
day of the Month

Wed. Sept. 5: Chris-
ty Burslie, Ben Tofstad, 
Hunter Schow, *Dan & 
Darlene Dierkes

Thurs. Sept. 6: 
Bob Theis, Leo Herem, 
*Mike & Sheree Breckel

Fri. Sept. 7: Emily 
Ferden, Wendy Reitmei-
er, Kiersten Anderson, 
*Jerry & Robin Shimpa

Sat. Sept. 8: *Todd 
& jessica Goodwin

Sun. Sept. 9: Alexys 
Perrault, Kendyl John-
son, Chris (Boucher) 
Springer, Ryan Linden, 
*Coby & Gayle Burslie

Mon. Sept. 10: Chad 
Ekeberg, Ashley Schow, 
Leah Smeby, *Kevin & 
Anna Mandt

Tues. Sept. 11: 
Wendel Webster, Chris-
sy Roue

Minnesotans can always 
hope that cold weather is still 
months away. But if you de-
pend on propane or heating 
oil to keep your home warm, 
now is the time to plan ahead 
for the fall and winter heating 
season.

Propane, heating oil and 
diesel fuel are all potentially 
susceptible to shortages or 
price hikes because of high de-
mand during the fall harvest 
and throughout the winter.

For Minnesotans who rely 
on propane or heating oil, the 
Minnesota Commerce Depart-
ment has these tips:

•Buy early. Fill up your 
fuel tanks to minimize the 
high-demand prices before the 
fall and winter months. It is 
usually best to buy during the 
summer and early fall when 
there is less demand and prices 
are generally lower. 

•Consider a budget plan 
to spread out the payments. 
A law signed by Gov. Mark 
Dayton after a shortage in 
2014 requires most propane 
distributors to offer customers 
a budget payment plan. Dis-
tributors must notify budget-
plan customers of price or fee 
changes that may affect their 
monthly payment amount by 
more than 20 percent.

•Know your rights. The 
2014 law also established con-
sumer protections, including 
transparent pricing. Distribu-
tors are required to inform 
customers of the current per-
gallon price and additional 
charges, fees and discounts. 
There is also a prohibition on 
extra fees, such as adding any 
service, distribution, transpor-
tation or other fees to the bills 
of customers who enter into a 
contract with the distributor. 

•Explore energy efficien-
cy options. Programmable 
thermostats, insulation, high-
efficiency appliances and other 
energy-saving measures help 
reduce energy use and save 
money. See the Commerce 
Department’s Home Energy 
Guide(.pdf) for ways to make 
your home more energy effi-
cient.

•Apply for energy as-
sistance. The state’s Energy 
Assistance Program is avail-
able to help eligible low-income 

Recently there have been 
questions and misinformation 
regarding the Polk County 
Sales Tax that was implement-
ed on January 1, 2018.  I would 
like to clarify some of the infor-
mation regarding this.

The sales tax can only be 
used for road projects and has 
very specific guidelines on how 
and what it can be used on.  
Projects that qualify for this 
money need to be included on 
the county’s Five Year High-
way Construction Plan.  This 
plan can be changed as projects 
change.

The money that is collected 
by this tax can NOT be used to 
decrease the general levy.  It 
can NOT be used to fund other 
departments in the county – 
only road projects.

When this item came up for 
discussion, I received many 
phone calls and emails regard-
ing the proposed tax.  Ninety 
percent of the people I talked 
to throughout our district, and 
across the county, were not in 
favor of the tax.  After listen-
ing to everyone, I decided to 
vote against this tax because 
I was elected to represent the 

Perfect
I’ve been wondering why we 

even have the word “perfect” in 
our vocabulary. Is there any in-
stance when it can actually be 
applied correctly? Oh, it’s ut-
tered sarcastically or as praise. 
But in both cases it’s not ac-
curately represented. The defi-
nitions of “perfect” as a verb 
and noun are very telling of 
the human condition. Accord-
ing to the online dictionary: 
make (something) completely 
free from faults or defects, or 
as close to such a condition as 
possible. Let’s look at the noun: 
having all the required or de-
sirable elements, qualities, or 
characteristics; as good as it is 
possible to be. The immutable 
fact is no human is perfect.

We only have to look at 
our closest relationships with 
other people to spot who isn’t 
perfect, whose behavior isn’t 
perfect. And while we’re at it, 
let’s not forget to hold the mir-
ror up to ourselves. How in-
credible that even the diction-
ary—compiled by man—agrees 
with the scripture’s statement: 
“All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” Romans 
3:23 NASB

We are inherently sinful. 
The dictionary’s definition ac-
knowledges the imperfection of 
Man. And if this were the only 
source for defining perfection 
we would have no hope. But we 
have access to this perfection: 
“The Rock! His work is perfect, 
For His ways are just; A God of 
faithfulness and without injus-
tice, Righteous and upright is 
He.” Deut. 32:4 NASB

One of the phrases I have 
found myself using lately is: 
Adonai did not die on the cross 
to make us perfect—He died 

David & Judy Hagen, Patti Benson, Teresa Gelineau, Beth Hagen and Avery Ness 
watched the tractor parade together.

because He was perfect. His 
death was not about man’s per-
fection on this earth. But His 
sacrifice means we can be holy 
in the eyes of El-Roi (the God 
Who sees us). You see, it is not 
being sinless that will save us 
from condemnation when our 
judgement comes. It is the Son 
of God and His righteousness 
that stands in our stead that 
will allow us to be accepted 
as perfect. “And having been 
made perfect, He became to all 
those who obey Him the source 
of eternal salvation.” Heb. 5:9 
NASB

There’s a little gem of a 
word hiding out in this last 
verse; one that has been a hot 
topic of conversation at our 
house lately. Can you guess 
what it is? Mm-hmm, OBEY. 
It’s not possible to strive for 
“as good as it is possible to 
be” unless obedience is in the 
equation. As you can imagine, 
I’ve only had to have this con-
versation about obeying a few 
times—in the morning, in the 
afternoon and at night—every 
day for the past month! I’ve 
had to learn to communicate to 
Dinah the difference between 
expecting perfection and ex-
pecting repentance. The Ruach 
Ha-Kodesh has challenged me 
to correctly view what “perfect” 
means. And that means teach-
ing my daughter with grace 
and a whole lot of patience. All 
of which come to me naturally. 
And that is a perfect example 
of sarcasm. Sigh. 

I’ve been working on letting 
her know that when I become 
upset with her behavior it’s not 
because it wasn’t perfect, it’s 
because she does not choose to 
regulate her responses and/or 
repent. I don’t want a perfect 

child. I want a character-filled 
child. I want her to understand 
PERFECT is not about an un-
realistic expectation (which 
will only build shame and 
blame in her life) but it is about 
realizing striving for PER-
FECT is an attitude that builds 
relationship with our Elohim. 
That is what our existence is 
all about. Whether or not we 
acknowledge YHWH does not 
change the irrefutable fact that 
either we seek His agenda or 
we don’t. Cooperation and re-
sistance are both behaviors of 
relationship. Hmm… and that 
just opened up a whole new as-
pect to explore. Next time!

 -a.m.opdahl

people in my district.  I also 
had my own questions and con-
cerns on how the money from 
this tax would be used and how 
it would affect our local busi-
nesses. Many people had also 
contacted me regarding the 
Wheelage Tax that had been 
in place.  It was a tax that was 
putting a hardship on people in 
our area.  When the vote came 
to eliminate this tax, I listened 
to the people who had talked to 
me and voted to eliminate the 
tax.  

At a recent commissioner 
meeting we reviewed the cur-
rent Five Year Construction 
Plan and decided to have a 
public hearing in the next few 
weeks to give the residents of 
our county the opportunity to 
hear about the proposed road 
projects and provide input and 
ask questions.

If anyone has any questions, 
comments, or concerns, feel 
free to contact me.

Joan K. Lee
Polk County Commissioner
District 4
218-563-2762
joan.lee@co.polk.mn.us

Minnesotans pay their energy 
bills. Applications will be ac-
cepted beginning October 1. 
Information about the Energy 
Assistance Program is avail-
able on the Commerce Depart-
ment website or by calling 
1-800-657-3710. 

Now is time to prep 
for the heating season

Legal Notice______
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 103D.911, notice is hereby 
given that the Board of Managers of 
the Red Lake Watershed District will 
hold a public hearing on the proposed 
2019 General Fund Budget at 9:30 
a.m., September 13, 2018, at the Red 
Lake Watershed District Office, 1000 
Pennington Avenue South, Thief 
River Falls, MN 56701.  The following 
is the 2019 proposed budget:

PROPOSED i
2019 BUDGET

Manager’s fees & salaries...........	 $20,000.00 
Board of managers’ expense......	 22,000.00 
Staff salaries................................	 472,500.00 
Payroll taxes................................	 36,146.00 
Employee benefits.......................	 73,492.00 
Travel and meetings....................	 5,000.00 
Audit.............................................	 9,000.00 
Legal.............................................	 16,000.00 
Office supplies.............................	 15,000.00 
Office equipment..........................	 18,000.00 
Appraisers and Viewers..............	 2,000.00 
Professional services...................	 20,000.00 
Dues and subscriptions...............	 10,000.00 
Insurance and bonds...................	 25,000.00 
Repairs and maintenance-
  building.......................................	 10,000.00 
Utilities..........................................	 10,000.00 
Advertising & publications...........	  4,000.00 
Telephone.....................................	 11,000.00 
Vehicle expense & maintenance.	 14,000.00 
Engineering supplies...................	 3,000.00 
Engineering equipment................	   40,000.00 
TOTAL..........................................	$836,138.00 
LESS: ESTIMATED 
  OVERHEAD...............................	(708,750.00)
LESS: MISCELLANEOUS
  REVENUE..................................	    (7,000.00) 
PROPOSED 2019 GENERAL
FUND BUDGET AND LEVY.......	$120,388.00

CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND
An ad valorem tax of .0004836 

times the taxable market value for 
2018, collectible for 2019, will be 
levied on all taxable property within 
the Red Lake Watershed District.  
One-half of the levy will remain in 
the District for projects listed below; 
the other one-half of the levy will be 
sent to the Red River Watershed 
Management Board for projects 
within the Red River Basin.
Permitting system	 Benchmarks
Flood Control studies/projects	
	 Stream gauging
Water quality studies/projects	 Rivers
Watershed hydrologic analysis	 Lakes
Bank stabilization                    R22-23C   M22-23C

O22-23C  G22-23C

East Polk County Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting

The East Polk County Farm Bureau will hold it’s Annual 
Meeting on Monday, September 17, 2018, at the McIntosh 
Community Center with a meal starting at 6:30 pm.   The 
Business meeting will follow which will include leadership 
reports, election of officers and directors, discussion of is-
sues, and adoption of county resolutions.

There will also be an Open House at the Farm Bureau 
office in McIntosh before the meeting from 5:30-6:30.  This 
will be an opportunity to meet the new Farm Bureau agents 
serving our area.                        M24-25C

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
TRACTOR DAY AND TRACTOR PULL!!!

We want to THANK everyone who participated, 
those who volunteered to help, those who so gener-
ously gave with donations, and to all of you who 
came to watch and cheer your drivers as they either 
paraded or pulled!

Your help is very much appreciated! 
We couldn’t do it without you!
A very special thank you to all the 

drivers who brought their antique 
tractors from near and far. There were 71 antique 
tractors who participated. 
Because of you ... we continue to grow in numbers!!!

There would be no parade or 
pull without you all!

M
24C

Volunteers: Kay Roth, Dianne Grundyson, Steve Carlson, 
Russ Horacek, Ed & Sherry Meredith-(friends from Oregon),

Cary & Elaine Burslie, Jason Svalen & his children, 
Curtis Bartz, Gordy Ostenaa, Tom Vesledahl

Organizers: Roy Ostenaa, Steve Urness, Mary Pulford

2018

McINTOSH TRACTOR DAY

Thank You

MAC TO FLUSH 
WATERLINES
The City of McIntosh will 

be flushing waterlines and 
hydrants each Thursday 
throughout the summer.

Residents are encouraged 
to watch for rusty or dirty water 
on these days. Fill washing 
machines to check water 
before adding clothes.  M14-27C
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Winger News
by Linda Pulskamp

3

The Sand Hill River Wa-
tershed District board of 
Managers, at their March 23, 
2018 special meeting, voted to 
withdraw from the Joint Pow-
ers Agreement.  As a result, 
taxes for property owners in 
the Sand Hill River Watershed 
District will decrease and the 
levy for the Red River Water-
shed Management Board will 
not be invoked.  

The minutes from the board 
meeting highlighting their 
decision can be found at our 
web-site at  www.sandhillwa-
tershed.org.

As a member of the Red 
River Watershed Manage-
ment Board, an ad valorem 
tax of .04836 percent of tax-
able market value was levied 
on all taxable property within 
the Sand Hill River Water-
shed District. One-half of this 
levy was credited to the dis-
trict’s construction fund and 
was used for local efforts such 
as the development, construc-
tion, and maintenance of proj-
ects and programs of benefit 
to the district to include, but 
was not limited to, a permit-
ting system, flood control stud-

Hello again from Winger 
and the Union Lake areas! 

Once again Winger took the 
brunt of a storm that moved 
through the area close to mid-
night on Sunday night, and 
it has been officially declared 
that it was a tornado that went 
through, leaving much damage 
and destruction as it passed 
through. There was extensive 
damage to homes, vehicles, 
Calvary Church, the elevator 
along with Lucken's Salvage 
yard. Many many trees were 
destroyed also. Once again no 
one was hurt for which we are 
all thankful. 

Our community again 
pulled together to help one an-
other clean up, many thanks 
go to all the volunteers that 
moved through town helping 
one another, for those who 
provided food to the workers, 
it was much appreciated. Al-
though it will take a long time 
to clean up all the debris and 
restore and rebuild buildings 
damaged or destroyed we are 
thankful for no injuries.

By this time next week we 
will be into the month of Sep-
tember and all the area schools 
will be back in session. Please, 
when you see a school bus with 
lights flashing as they pick up 
and let children off, obey the 
traffic rules.

Sympathy to the families of 
Beatrice Balstad who recently 
passed away, her funeral was 
held in Winger on Wednesday 
the 29th.

HAPPY 97TH BIRTHDAY 
to Milton Carlson, Milton turns 
97 years young on Thursday 
the 30th.

Wednesday the 22nd Judy 
Gieseke was a visitor and cof-
fee guest with Milton Carlson 
at Milton's home.

Last Friday Mark and Phyl-
lis Chambers of Lake City vis-
ited with Helmer and Verlys 
Homme at the Pioneer Home 
at Erskine. Mark is Helmer's 
nephew.

Lucy Brtek was among 
about 140 people that gath-
ered in Lengby last Saturday 
to help Darlene Sollie observe 
her 80th birthday. Was a fun 
afternoon of visiting and remi-
niscing.

Monday the 27th Paul Carl-
son stopped in at the Milton 
Carlson home for a brief visit 
and a cup of coffee for the road 
as he made his way to work. 
Later that morning Lonnie 
Gieseke stopped in for a visit 
bringing with him his chain 
saw to help Milton with the 
clean up of branches and to 
cut damaged trees down. That 
afternoon Sheila, Jade and 
Carson Benesh stopped in at 
Milton's for a visit and Carson 
got in on the clean up. Later 
on Paul Carlson stopped in 
with his tractor and loader and 
hauled trees and debris away.

Last Sunday Butch and 
Linda Pulskamp visited Tru-
man and Darlene Johnson  at 
the Sanford Rehab Hospital 
in Fargo. Truman is a patient 
in the hospital after being ac-
cidently electrocuted in mid 
August.

Last Friday at Senior Meals 
at Moran's a group of ladies 
helped Betty Myhrum observe 
her birthday, they decorated 
with balloons and birthday 
cake was served in Betty's 
honor.

Tuesday the 28th  Milton 
Carlson went into Erskine to 
Senior Meals where he helped 
his cousin Vivian Hanson ob-
serve her 97th birthday. Their 
cousin LaVerne Benson was 
also there to help observe Viv-
ian's birthday.

Betty Myhrum met Kjerstie 
and Dakota Poissant of New 
Folden last Sunday at the Er-
ickson Smokehouse in Fertile 
for dinner. Also joining them 
were Dakota's sister Faith 
Poissant of Fertile and his 
Grandparents Bob and Bonnie 
Poissant of South Carolina.

Dick and Wanda Donovan of 
St. Francis arrived at the Mil-
ton Carlson home on Tuesday 
the 28th to spend a few days 
visiting with Milton and other 
family and friends.

Mark and Betty Syverson 
visited with Helmer and Verlys 
Homme at the Pioneer home at 
Erskine last Sunday.

Lonnie and Judy Gieseke 
were the hosts of a birthday 
supper on Monday evening a 
their home in honor of Milton 
Carlson's birthday, guests in-
cluded Milton's brother Mervin 
and his wife Marilyn of New 
Ulm, Dick and Wanda Dono-

WEM School 
Announcements

Win-E-Mac 
Junior High Football
Schedule subject to change: 
 First week of school:
 > September 3 no practice 
 > September 4 game away 

4:30 PM
 > September 5 practice 

3:30pm to 5 PM
 > September 6 game away 

4:30 PM
 > September 7 no practice
 I will have a printout of the 

Practice/game schedule avail-
able on August 20.

van of St. Francis and Paul and 
Donna Carlson.

Judy Gieseke and Donna 
Carlson were visitors and cof-
fee guests with Milton Carlson 
and Dick and Wanda Donovan 
at Milton's home.

Last Friday evening Lucy 
Brtek took in the football game 
in Bagley to watch her Grand-
son Justis play. Also attending 
were Danny and Angie Brtek 
and family.

Until next week and in 
closing,kindness is free sprin-
kle the stuff everywhere!

From Bun Manor: 
Bun is back!
Congratulations to Trisha 

Balstad on her recent mar-
riage to Gabriel Eronmosele. 
They were married August 
4th. Proud parents of the bride 
are Tennis and Lori Balstad of 
Winger.

Condolences go out to the 
Tennis Balstad family and his 
sister Bonnie and her family 
on the loss of their mother Bea-
trice. Beatrice was 95 years old 
and her funeral was at Dovre 
on Aug. 29th. God bless her 
family and her memory. Bun 
went to Dovre for the funeral 
but he couldn’t get into the 
sanctuary because his wheel-
chair was too big for the lift.

Bun’s niece Megan and her 
two year old son Mason Timo-
thy were recent visitors at the 
Bun Manor.

Congratulations go out to 
Kristen and Kory Sonstelie on 
their birth of their daughter 
Briar Josie Ann born on Aug. 
16th.

They were on their way to 
Fargo from Winger when Kris-
ten went into labor and Briar 
couldn’t wait till they got to the 
hospital so Kory and Kristin 
had her in the car somewhere 
near Ada. Everything turned 
out okay and Briar is doing 
just fine. What an experience 
for the two of them!

Winger was hit by a tor-
nado on Sunday evening Aug. 
26th. Damage to Dean John-
son’s place, The Sid Anderson 
baseball field, Calvary Church, 
the elevator, Lucken’s trucks, 
other dwellings and lots of 
trees. Thank heavens nobody 
was hurt. The community got 
together again and did some 
cleaning up but there is still 
a lot of work that needs to be 
done to damaged buildings,

Greg Anderson was up for a 
few days last week to help his 
brother Bun out while Scrappy 
was out on a bike trip to Den-
ver.

Last Sunday Ole went to 
his sister Julie and her hus-
band Paul Schow’s place south 
of McIntosh to attend a go-
ing away party for his niece 
Kassie. Her brother Kain and 
his wife Hunter were also there 
to wish her well. She is leaving 
for Kentucky to find another 
chapter to her life.

This last weekend Dale dog 
sitted for Halley and Matthew 
while they handled some busi-
ness. Clyde (the dog) is very 
big, likes to slobber and doesn’t 
sit still. Well it just so happens 
that Dale was sitting in his 
easy chair with a cup of cof-
fee when Clyde came over and 
shook his head sending slobber 
into Dale’s cup of coffee. Need-
less to say Dale didn’t drink the 
rest of his coffee. Now that’s an 
Uff Da!

Bun went to Erskine the 
other day to have lunch with 
Bruce, when he noticed that 
there was a funeral at Grace 
church. He told Bruce that 
next time there is a morning 
funeral to let him know so they 
can go over there and have free 
lunch instead of paying at the 
café.

Sand Hill Watershed 
District property tax decrease

ies, water quality studies, flood 
control projects, bank stabili-
zation, beaver damage control, 
benchmarks, stream gaging, 
watershed hydrologic analy-
sis, rivers, and lakes; the other 
one-half was forwarded to the 
Red River Watershed Manage-
ment Board for funding the de-
velopment, construction, and 
maintenance of projects and 
programs of benefit to the Red 
River Basin.

In lieu of the Red River Wa-
tershed Management Board 
levy, the Sand Hill River Wa-
tershed District board of man-
agers will implement M.S.A. 
103D.905, Subd. 3, petitioned 
by the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners.  As a result, 
local water management ef-
forts remain the same, while 
significantly decreasing the 
watershed tax for 2019.  

The Sand Hill River Wa-
tershed District will continue 
communications with the Red 
River Watershed Management 
Board.  The Sand Hill River 
Watershed District Board of 
managers remains devoted to 
making the best decisions for 
tax-payer dollars.  

Minnesota Department of 
Health and employers partner 
to increase price transparency

As part of an ongoing effort 
to bring greater transparency 
to the hidden world of health 
care costs, a new Minnesota 
Department of Health (MDH) 
report finds large swings in 
prices between hospitals, and 
also large price differences 
within a single hospital.

A patient undergoing one of 
four hospital procedures may 
pay between two to nearly sev-
en times as much as another 
patient at the same hospital, 
according to the MDH report. 
As shown, this can mean a 
price difference from about 
$7,000 to nearly $70,000.

This report, the second in a 
series, analyzes the prices paid 
from July 2014 to June 2015 
for a set of four common proce-
dures at Minnesota hospitals: 
spinal fusion surgery, major 
bowel surgery, appendectomy 
and removal of uterine fibroids. 
To make direct comparisons 
meaningful the analysis looks 
only at commercially insured 
patients with minor or moder-
ate clinical complexity.

Prices for the most expen-
sive procedures (spinal fusion 
surgery and major bowel sur-
gery) varied by three-fold or 
more within hospitals. For ex-
ample, prices for a bowel pro-
cedure at the most expensive 
hospital ranged from about 
$14,500 to $68,800 (a 4.7-fold 
difference), and prices at the 
most expensive hospital for spi-
nal fusion ranged from about 
$27,600 to $80,800 (a 2.9-fold 
difference). Even the hospitals 
with the lowest average price 
exhibited sizable variations in 
prices.

“This degree of variation 
shows that the health care 
market lacks meaningful 
transparency and a consistent 
link between cost and prices,” 
said Health Commissioner Jan 
Malcolm. “This undermines 
effective competition and ra-
tional pricing of health care 
services, and contributes to 
the cost pressure that families 
and businesses are experienc-
ing. Shedding light on prices 
is a step in the right direction 
toward a better functioning 
market where individuals and 
employers can play a stronger 
role as informed consumers.”

This round of research aims 
to describe different aspects of 
hospital price variation in Min-
nesota. The research was not 
designed to show what is caus-
ing the differences within and 
between hospitals. However, 
national studies provide some 
sense of what may be driving 
price differences. Likely fac-
tors include differences in la-
bor markets, operating costs, 
hospital and patient character-
istics, and practice styles.

Preliminary results from 
the MDH study showed that 
a substantial amount of the 
statewide variation in prices 
– about 36 percent– was re-
lated to differences within 
individual hospitals and was 
not explained by factors such 
as severity of illness, length of 
stay, patients’ age, and certain 
health benefit characteristics. 
National researchers suggest 
that this type of unexplained 
variation is likely driven by 

Research finds: same 
Minnesota hospital, same 
surgery, big price differences

how much market or pricing 
power health insurers and hos-
pitals have.

“Employers and their em-
ployees have the potential to 
help drive health care system 
transformation,” said Carolyn 
Pare, president and CEO of 
the Minnesota Health Action 
Group, a coalition of public and 
private purchasers dedicated 
to improving health care out-
comes and the overall value of 
health care services. “To suc-
cessfully fill that role, we need 
transparency in health care 
quality and prices. This se-
ries of work, which employers 
helped initiate, is a strong step 
forward. Ultimately, though, 
effective transparency has to 
identify providers.”

The new report, based on 
commercial payer data only, is 
the result of employers team-
ing up with the Minnesota De-
partment of Health to identify 
new ways to use Minnesota’s 
All Payer Claims Database 
(MN APCD) to better under-
stand health care trends across 
the state.

Pricing data are reported 
to the MN APCD, which con-
sists of data stripped of pri-
vate, personal identifiers, from 
more than 1.1 billion health 
care transactions coming from 
private and public payers cov-
ering more than 4.3 million 
people in Minnesota.

The prices in the new report 
reflect the fees paid to hospi-
tals for the inpatient treat-
ment as well as the profes-
sional fees (physician services) 
received for delivering care. 
The first report in this series, 
from January 2018, analyzed 
a different set of four inpatient 
procedures and focused just on 
hospital fees. Neither report 
lists the names of specific hos-
pitals, as Minnesota law pre-
vents the use of the MN APCD 
to identify individual hospitals 
or providers.

“By bringing new evidence 
to the fore, the data and the 
analysis help shape our un-
derstanding of the health care 
market in a really critical 
area,” said Stefan Gildemeis-
ter, state health economist and 
a co-principal investigator of 
the study. “MN APCD is such 
an important tool because it 
fills knowledge gaps critical 
for policy-making. To date, 
data analyses have delivered 
critical insights in chronic dis-
ease prevalence and spending, 
pharmaceutical trends, health 
system efficiency, opioid pre-
scribing patterns and more.”

40 years ago...1978: Sue Erdman is up to bat at the 
Wertish Wonder Women's challenging softball game with 
their husbands and men friends. Ouch! She hit a fly, and 
reached first base! Catcher is Kevin Haugen and Umpire 
is Ray Vaa.

30 years ago...1988: 1988 Patriot football cheerleaders 
are: Top (L-R) LeAnn Tofstad, Audrey Lucken; Second row: 
Sonja Borud, Amber Mashburn; Bottom row: Jill Brevik, 
and Christy Evenson.

Pictured Below: 20 years ago...1998: The McIntosh 
Womans Action Club (WACS) was a first-year participant in 
the Relay for Life fund raiser to benefit the cancer society. 
The local service group was one of 22 teams walking for 
donations for cancer research. (Back L-R) Leann Nichols, 
Karen Thompson, Kim Bjerke, Lynette Ross, Melissa 
Kuznia, Lynette Plante and Karen Plante; (Front L-R) 
Teresa Syverson, Becky Christianson and Amy Boehrnsen.

Article from The McIntosh 
Times; February 13, 1936.

Dr. Vig now using new 
pain preventing fluid   

  New Discovery to Elimi-
nate Pain in Dental Work 
Given to World by Columbia 
Doctor.  

Dr. Vig, local dentist, is 
now using the recently dis-
covered desensitizing fluid in 
preventing pain to patients 
when drilling excavations 
for filling in teeth. The new 
discovery is a boon to people 
who find that cavities have 
started in their teeth and 
dread the painful sensation 
caused by necessary drilling 
to prepare the tooth for fill-
ing.

Dr. Hartman, the dis-
coverer of the new fluid, is 
a professor of dentistry at 
Columbia University. He 
has worked for twenty years 
on this pain killer. When it 
was perfected, he could have 
made a fortune by commer-

cializing it, but chose in-
stead to give it to the world 
in order that all people may 
benefit by it. Thanks to Dr. 
Hartman, dental patients 
will find that dental work 
will not cost any more than 
it did before. 

A big advantage of the 
discovery is that by its use, 
teeth in which cavities have 
been permitted to develop 
too far can be drilled and 
prepared so fillings can be 
made. Previously, many 
teeth had to be pulled be-
cause the pain of drilling 
sufficiently to warrant a 
good job was more than 
many patients could stand. 
The new fluid does not harm 
the teeth, according to Dr. 
Vig. It is applied to the in-
terior of the cavity by the 
use of a small piece of cot-
ton. The dentine is quickly 
deadened, but it does not af-
fect the gums nor leave any 
ill effects.

The new discovery has 
been enthusiastically hailed 
by many as a great advance-
ment in dentistry. 

Source: The McIntosh 
Times; February 13, 1936
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Breelyn Hegre makes a great attempt during the kiddie 
pull at Tractor Day in McIntosh on August 25th.

Kids were sorted by class during the kiddie pull at 
Tractor Day. Here in the older kids class is Cora Earls.

Dinah Opdahl gives it her all during Tractor Day Kiddie 
Pull in McIntosh on Saturday, August 25th.

Pulling during the kiddie pull, that was sponsored 
by the Polar Beach Snowmobile Club at Tractor Day in 
McIntosh, is Jens Stordahl.

Kalli Roy had fun trying to beat the others in her class 
during the kiddie pull on August 25th for Tractor Day in 
McIntosh.

Giving it her all was Kaylen Bedard during the kiddie 
pull at Tractor Day in McIntosh.

Ella Subbert was another great puller during the kiddie 
pull at Tractor Day on Saturday, August 25th.MaKenna Peterson was a winner in her class during the 

kiddie pull on Saturday, August 25th in McIntosh.
Tractor Day had a kiddie pull in front of the fire hall on 

Saturday, August 25th. Here, Liveah Kiecker pulls.

The weighted pull used by the pullers in the kiddie parade was made by Polar Beach 
Snowmobile Club members, as they sponsor the fun event. Here, Rose Subbert gives her 
best to see how far she can go.

Brynlee Bedard was a 
winner during the kiddie 
pull at Tractor Day in 
McIntosh on Saturday, 
August 25th.

Giving it her best, with a smile on her face was Elsi 
Kiecker during the kiddie pull at Tractor Day in McIntosh.

The Winners during the kiddie pull at Tractor Day on Saturday, August 25th in McIntosh. The pull took place in front of the Fire Hall, and there were many kids who participated. 
The event was sponsored by the Polar Beach Snowmobile Club, who also spent time creating the pull and tractors that were used.
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During the Antique Tractor Parade in McIntosh on Saturday, August 25th, Buddy Kiecker drives by as his grandkids 
wave.

George Steinbrenner in the Antique Tractor Parade in 
McIntosh.

Gordy Ostenaa during the Parade in McIntosh for 
Tractor Day.

Joey Svalen parades through McIntosh during the 
Antique Tractor Parade.

Matt Schow with his son, Liam, during the Antique 
Tractor Parade held in McIntosh on Saturday, August 
25th.

Driving his Father-in-law's John Deere is Joe Shimpa.

Part of the parade this year was RaeAnn Svalen.

Nick Ostenaa was a driver of one of the many antique 
tractors that were part of the parade Saturday, August 
25th, during Tractor Day in McIntosh.

Sydney, Savahanna, and Cameron Svalen kept the 
parade crowd entertained with music before the Antique 
Tractor Parade held in McIntosh as part of Tractor Day on 
Saturday, August 25th.

Granddaughter, Cora Earls with Grandpa Steve Faldet.
One of the many who spend many hours making sure 

Tractor Day in McIntosh is a hit, Steve Urness.

Pulling a trailer with the kiddie pull tractors during Tractor Day in McIntosh is Josh Bartz.

Bruce Gunderson brings his grandson along for the ride 
during the Antique Tractor Parade on Saturday, August 
25th.

Enjoying the day on Saturday, August 25th was Beverly 
Anderson during the Antique Tractor Parade.

Robert Hegland came to town with his International 
Harvester for the Antique Tractor Parade.
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Luke Thom was on hand for the Antique Tractor Parade 
in McIntosh on Saturday, August 25th.

Jens Stordahl and his dad, Bryce, brought one of 
Grandpa Jim's tractors into town for the Tractor Parade.

Enjoying the parade and all the fun during Tractor Day 
in McIntosh was Ella Strom and Kianna Tadman.

Keeping cool in the shade was Bobby Bursheim.

All the way from Gully, Pete Anderson came to town 
to drive a tractor during the Antique Tractor Parade in 
McIntosh.

Steve Carlson along with his grandson were a part of 
the Antique Tractor Parade in McIntosh.

Taking to the street during the Antique Tractor Parade 
on August 25th was Dennis Boucher and his granddaughter.

Don Ostenson took part in the parade during Tractor Day in McIntosh pulling his antique shell fuel wagon.

In part, sponsoring the day was Evergreen Equipment 
with Jordon Gunafson at the helm.

Earl Roed had plenty of candy for the kids who watched 
the Antique Tractor Parade on Saturday, August 25th in 
McIntosh.

Kolton Schow caught a ride with Joel Strom during the 
Tractor Parade in McIntosh on August 25th.

Clayton Bartz was part of the Antique Tractor Parade 
held in McIntosh during Tractor Day.

In memory of her Grandpa, Alan Hedlund, Kelsey 
Hedlund drove his Cockshutt for the Antique Tractor 
Parade, held on his birthday, August 25th.

Chris Bartz had the help of son Carter to throw candy 
during the parade in McIntosh.

Danny Svalen was one of the many drivers of Antique 
Tractors on August 25th.

Along for the ride, Chris Smeby takes part in the parade 
along with Hudson Smeby and Fuller.

Keeping cool and out of the sun was Dean Strom during 
the Antique Tractor Parade in McIntosh.

Curt Bartz drove his tractor during the parade in 
McIntosh for Tractor Day on August 25th.


