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Axe Throwing 
Competition

The sport of axe throwing is 
gaining in popularity across the 
country. It involves throwing an 
axe at a target and attempting 
to hit the bulls eye.

US Axe of Alexandria, MN, 
will bring a trailer to Gully with 
two lanes for throwing. They 
practice safety.

Come give it a try from 2-10 
pm Saturday, June 18th during 
Gully Days Skol! You may find 
a new sport to enjoy compet-
ing in! Tickets are $5.00 for 5 
throws. Cash prizes and medals 
given. (Legend has it this fits in 
with our Scandinavian theme 
celebration.)

By Darin Steindl
The Clearwater County 

Board of Commissioners held 
a regular meeting on May 10, 
with all commissioners present.

Motions were made to ap-
prove the agenda and minutes 
from the last meeting. 

Veterans Service Officer, Lo-
gan LeClair presented a policy 
and user understanding for the 
Medical Opinions for Veterans 
Program. A motion was passed 
to accept the document as pre-
sented with the changes made 
upon the request of the County 
Board.

County Engineer Dan Sauvé 
presented bills from the County 
Highway Department totaling 
$46,638.20, which were ap-
proved. Other motions were 
made and passed for a MNDOT 
Master Partnership Contract, a 
MNDOT detour agreement and 
increasing the culvert purchase 
amount for flooding purposes. 

Commissioner Mark Larson 
asked Sauvé about the recent 
flooding in Clearbrook and 
whether an additional culvert 
under CR 5 should be consid-
ered. Sauvé  responded that 
an engineering study had been 
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Clearbrook-Gonvick gradua-
tion for the class of 2022 is set 
for Saturday, May 28 at 2:00 pm 
in the school gymnasium. Three 
students have been selected as 
class Co-Valedictorian with a 
grade point average of 4.00. The 
three are Jayden Bergerson, 
John DeVries and Ella Engen. 
Kaylee Westrum was named the 
Salutatorian.

Besides the Valedictorians 
and the  Salutatorian there 
were four that received highest 
honors. They included Jayna 
Tronnes, McKenzie Weems, 
Dana Melby and Chantelle 
Kusick. 

Earning high honors were 
four students, Aiden Chur-
ness,  Danielle Faldet, Malaina 
Hartwig and Jensen Engberg.

Eight students earned hon-
ors and they included, Emma 
Rude, Sam Wishard, Lane 
Cadreau, Thomas Straabe, 
Shayla Baker, Kelsey Johnson, 
Gryphon Riley and Annabell 
Phillips.

Two board members Vern 
Wittenberg and Jamie Wishard 
will be presenting the diplomas.

The class Motto was, "I have 
no idea what I'm doing, but I 
know I'm doing it well." Chris 
Pratt. The class flower was a 
peony and the class colors were 
white and lavender. The class 
song was "Shake it Off"  by 
Taylor Swift. 

Class offices were Ella En-
gen, President; Dana Melby, 

Vice President; McKenzie 
Weems, Secretary; and Malaina 
Hartwig, Treasurer.

Student Council members 
were Dana Melby, President; 
Kaylee Westrum, Vice Presi-
dent; and Kelsey Johnson, Sec-
retary. There were six members 
at large and they were: Ella 
Engen, Emma Rude, Danielle 

Faldet, John DeVries, Annabell 
Philips and McKenzie Weems.

Board of Education included 
Vanessa Gustafson, Corey Pet-
terson, Vern Wittenberg, Ran-
dall Bodensteiner, Jill Nelson, 
Scott Abel and Jamie Wishard 
with Ryan Grow, Superinten-
dent and Josh Tharaldson, 
Principal.

done about 20 years ago and 
found that adding another cul-
vert under CR 5 wouldn’t help 
due to the abandoned railroad 
grade culvert that needs to be 
larger. Larson then stated that 
there were four pumps moving 
water across the road, in ad-
dition to flowing through the 
culvert under CR 5 - and culvert 
at the railroad grade never got 
backed up. Sauvé replied that 
he was “open to look at it again” 
and thought that maybe the 
railroad grade could be taken 
down. He also mentioned that 
flowage easements would be 
needed for the Enbridge prop-
erty and Anderson property 
downstream, and that Hwy 92 
might not be able to handle ad-
ditional flow and the state may 
need to get involved.

Dan Hecht presented a “Res-
olution Supporting Contracting 
for Solid Waste Hauling and 
Canister Site Servicing by Di-
rect Negotiation and Without 
Advertising for Competitive 
Bids”, in accordance with MN 
Statutes, Chapter 400.04. A mo-
tion was made and passed with 
Commissioner Illies abstaining.

Lori Buell and Brelle Pro-

kash from the Soil and Water 
Conservation District discussed 
the boat washing station for 
Clearwater Lake. For several 
reasons, it was decided to wait 
until next year to install the 
station. 

The board authorized the 
Auditor to pay submitted in-
voices of $132,106.07 from the 
County Revenue Fund and 
$34,258.60 from the Nursing 
Fund. 

Contracts with the Inter-
national Union of Operating 
Engineers Local No. 49, Social 
Workers Local #922 and Minne-
sota Nurses Association Union 
were approved.

Traveling Vietnam Wall 
coming to Gonvick in July

The time is coming near that we here in Clearwater 
County will be hosting the traveling Vietnam Veterans Wall 
in Gonvick.  This will be quite an honor, especially for little ole 
Gonvick MN!  The wall will be up and running from July 7th 
through July 10th.  The wall is going to be placed in a park 
along the Lost River in Gonvick, near the Fire Hall.  

The Fire Department has allowed us to use their facility 
to host events, vendors and provide shelter in the event of 
poor weather. 

Mr. Bettin gave the Spotlight 
on Education at the last board 
meeting of the school year on 
Monday, May 16. A video pre-
sentation was ready with many 
pictures. There were many 
things that the students were 
able to get in this month. The 
4th grade hatched 17 chickens. 
The second grade had bike 
safety. The 5th grade had a 
field trip to Summer Hills Park. 
April River Watch was mostly 
watching. 18 students went to 
White Earth Job and Career 
Day in Mahnomen. The Seniors 
had a class trip to Duluth.

Principals report
The summer school pro-

graming for the month of June 
was being finalized. Principal 
Josh Tharaldson and Coun-
selor Schafer were  getting high 
school students signed up for 
summer school credit recovery 
classes and parents of elemen-
tary students were referred to 
the program for summer enrich-
ment programs. Classes would 
be the month of June Monday  
through Thursday. No school on 
Friday but two field trips were 
to be held for two of the weeks.

The 2022-2023 High school 
class schedule was presented to 
the board. Students have been 
registering for their classes and 
new students will have an op-
portunity to register in the fall.

They have received numer-
ous requests from families to 
attend school next year. They 
have been sending out enroll-
ment packets.

The new high school student 
handbook will be approved at 
the summer board meeting.

Last day of school will be 
Friday, May 27 with a 1/2 day 
with senior doing graduation 
practice. Saturday is gradation  
at 2:00 pm in the big gym.

Extended School Year with 
Emily Zitzow, the CDC special 
education teacher will be work-
ing with 5 students for one week 
in June, July, and August for 3 
days each week. This is not the 
same as summer school.

With the addition of Melissa 
Larson to the elementary spe-
cial education teaching staff 
they have determined case loads 
for each of the special ed teach-
ers for next year.

Kindergarten Graduation is 
set for May 26 at 1:30 p.m.

Superintendent Report
Superintendent  Ryan Grow 

invited board members to the 
staff picnic that was to be held.

Tiffanay Kroulik is getting 
summer recreation programs 
started.

Board members were re-
minded of school board orienta-
tion events. They were set for 
June 10, July 13 and July 27 for 
the different phases to be taken.

The board received a break-
down for using Teachers on 
Call. There were two long term 
subs that were needed and the 
total cost was $67,769. Long 
term subs need a degree to be 
able to teach in that subject.

Virgil Tronnes and Grow 
went over the grounds and 
building needs. There is some 
concrete and sidewalks that 
needs replacing. There was 
money left over from the con-
struction fund on the east ad-
dition that can be used to take 

Gonvick Memorial Day Services
The Gonvick American Legion Post #304 Memo-

rial Day service will be held on Monday, May 30th at 
10:00 am. Guest speaker will be Lindsey Samson. 
Coffee and donuts will be served by the Auxiliary 
following the service.

Everyone is Welcome.

Gully Memorial Day Services 
The Gully American Legion Post #603 will hold 

their Memorial Day service on Monday May 30th at 
10:30 am at the Gully Community Hall. 

Everyone Welcome.

Clearbrool Memorial Day Services
The Clearbrook American Legion and Auxiliary 

would like to invite everyone to attend Memorial Day 
Services, May 30th at the Clearbrook Community 
Gym. The program will began at 10:00 a.m.  

Please join us for coffee and donuts following the 
service.  

care of those needs. There was 
$69,001.61 left in the construc-
tion fund.

Cost for replacing 400 chairs 
and 200 desktops will be ap-
proximately $53,000 and that 
has been budgeted with ESSER 
funds. Virgil is also looking at 
Rural CEP for summer jobs to 
held at the school. They can 
start right away.

The Food Service equipment 
was replaced and sealed bids 
will be put out on what could be 
sold. They will also add class-
room furniture to that as well.

Enrollment report was at 
497. Ryan stated that was a big 
tool for budget as state aid is 
based on pupils in the district.

Consent Calendar
The bills, electronic transfers 

and treasurers report were all 
approved. Total cash and invest-
ments totaled $3,686,791.20.

Bills were approved with 
$337,247.06 for non-payroll, 
$198,321.07 for payroll and a 
total of $535,568.13. 

Old Business
Community comments were 

discussed. It would be too long 
to wait until the next board 
meeting for discussion. District 
patrons could contact the super-
intendent or board chairman 
to be put on the next meeting.  
They were going to reach out to 
other districts to see what they 
do and also what the MSBA 
recommendations were.

Board members thought that 
when bidding is put out for the 
district that the bid should be 
more specific. So that each bid-
ders bid would be more competi-
tive. and complete

New business
The board accepted the res-

ignation of Robert Westrum 

as girls Assistant Basketball 
Coach. He has paid a vital roll 
in his 44 years of helping.

The board approved the 
contract for Riley Huppert as 
Band/Music Teacher for the 
2022-2023 school year at Step 
1 for $42,466 as he is  first year 
teacher. With his other duties 
will be $46,066.

The board  ratified the school 
calendar for 2022-2023.

The board adopted the 
MSBA Model policy with the 
form updates.

The board approved a four 
year extended leave of absence 
for Ross Faldet . This has been 
done in the past. He would up-
date the board every February 
if he wishes to do another year 
or come back. This will not be 
an easy position to fill. He has 
had 19 years of coaching as well 
and with his years of experience 
the work he has done to make 
the students and  athletes bet-
ter people.

 

Commissioners discuss flooding in Clearbrook

School board holds last 
meeting of the school year

Abigail Engen performed as Princess Anna the Queen 
and a Servant with Bemidji Community Theatre’s Youth 
Production of Disney FROZEN JR. See story on Page 5.

Jandi Braaten of Bagley graduates with honors from 
UND. She is shown with her sister and mother Jodi Bjerke 
and Roberta Braaten. See story on page 4
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  Community 
Calendar

SAMHOLD LUTHERAN 
CHURCH - NALC Gonvick  
Samhold Lutheran Church is 

having services every Sunday at 
10:30am. Also, Sunday School every 
Sunday at 9:30am.

ELIM LUTHERAN 
BRETHREN CHURCH

Clearbrook
Pastor Adam Krog

Wed.  - 6:00 p.m. confirmation; 
7:30 p.m. Prayer Time.

Sun.  - 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 
10:30 am Worship Service.

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

CLEARBROOK &
OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH LEONARD
Good Shepherd

Sun., May 29 - 9:00am Se-
nior Sunday! Worship & Commu-
nion with Pastor Ernest Simmons; 
10:00am Coffee Hour 

Good Shepherd Office Hours; Tues. to 
Fri. 8:30 am to 1:30 am.

Our Savior’s
Sun., May 29 -  10:00am Cof-

fee Hour with a cake to honor our 
graduate; 11:00am Worship & 
Communion with Pastor Ernest 
Simmons.

COUNTRY FAITH CHURCH
1 mile south of Clearbrook, 2 

miles west on Cty. Rd. 6
Senior Pastor Larry 

Dorman
Associate Pastor Nathan 

Nordlund
Youth Pastor Brad Binder

www.countryfaith.org
218-776-3367

office@countryfaith.org
Sunday Worship  -  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School (Sept - May) 10:00 
a.m.Worship Service (Jr Church 
during Sermon time) 7:00 p.m. El-
evate Youth for all 7th-12th Graders 
(Most Sundays)

Every Tuesday at 6:30 a.m.                 
Men’s Prayer

Check the website for up to 
date information.  Sermons are 
streamed via Facebook & Youtube 
weekly.

This
ad is
sponsored
by:

Clear Waters
Life Center

Happenings...

The Leader Record
Published by Richards Publishing Co. Sub-
scription rates $30.00 per year in Clearwater 
County and East Polk County cities of Fosston, 
Gully and Trail and $40.00 per year outside the 
county. Continuing by consolidation the Olberg 
Journal, established in 1901, The Clearbrook 
Leader, and the Gonvick Record.
PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR ERROR: The Pub-

lisher shall not be liable for slight 
changes or typographical errors 
that do not lessen the value 
of an advertisement. The 
Publisher’s liability for other 
errors or omissions in con-

nection with an advertisement 
is strictly limited to publication 

of the advertisement in any sub-
sequent issue or the refund of any monies paid 
for the advertisement.
(USPS 307 630) POSTMASTER: Please send ad-
dress changes, Form 3579, to The Leader-Record, 
PO Box 159, Gonvick, MN 56644.

(218) 487-5225
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Richard Richards, Publisher
Editorial office Gonvick, MN  56644
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MEMBER MNA AND NNA

Periodical Postage
Paid in

Gonvick, MN 56644

For more information on programs 
& services, visit our webpages: 
www.clearwaterslife.org and www.
mustardseedhomes.org, like our 
Facebook pages, fol low us on 
Instagram.

Closed - Monday, May 30
Tues. May 31 - Chicken 

Fajita, Rice, Fruit and Dessert
Wed. June 1 - BBQ Pork, 

Cucumber Salad, Dessert
Thurs. June 2 -  Turkey 

Dinner, Dessert
Fri. June 3 - Spaghetti, 

Salad, Fruit, Dessert.

Clearbrook-
Leonard 

Senior Meals

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Clearbrook

Pastor Randy Reimer
Every Wednesday,  10 a.m. – 2 

p.m. Quilting. AWANA meets on 
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8 
pm weekly. Call for information. 
218-776-3252

Every Thursday - 7:00 p.m. 
Bible Study & Prayer

Every Saturday - 7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Fellowship

Sunday Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School, 10:45 a.m. Morning 
Worship Service 

REWARD
For information 

leading to a
conviction for 

the improper use 
of the County’s 

solid waste-
canister sites

Up to $100
Being offered by

Clearwater 
County 

Environmental 
Services

(218) 694-6183
R32C(1/mo) (41)

UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Pastor Kris Snyder
8 miles North of Gonvick 

on County Rd 7
Sunday Church Services 

9:00am 

SERVANTS OF YAHUAH
The most High Eloheem and 

'only' savior (Isaiah 43:11) are 
meeting on Yahuah's sacred Sab-
baths. Call (218) 766-8176 for 
information. 

-Emergency food shelf
-Homeless shelter

Ad deadline: Noon FridayNoon Friday

R7TFC

Garbage Contracting
A Special Meeting of the 

Gonvick City Council was held 
at 5 pm on Thursday, May 
19, 2022 at the Gonvick Com-
munity Center. The purpose of 
the meeting was to discuss city 
Garbage Contracting.

As of May 1st, 2022, An-
derson Disposal has sold the 
garbage business to Listrom 
Disposal, Gerald Illies, PO Box 
266, Bagley, MN 56621. (218) 
280-1168.

The last  day of garbage 
pickup by Listrom Disposal will 
be Tuesday, June 14.

Consensus of the residents 
at the meeting was to haul their 
own garbage, the same as being 
done in Clearbrook. That would 
reduce the amount that they 
would pay on their water, sewer 
and garbage bill each month to 
the city.

Memorial Day Sale at Grow 
It! Greenhouse and Garden 
Center. 25% off all planters. 
Sale runs 5/27, 5/28, and 5/30. 
We've got all you need to keep 
your garden blooming! Located 
at Clear Waters Life Center in 
Gonvick. www.clearwaterslife.
org/grow-it

Shop at the Top SALE Call-
ing all ladies, moms and daugh-
ters... Come on over to SATT 
5/23-5/28 and save on all wom-
en's and juniors tops. At just $1, 
you can refresh your wardrobe 
for less.

Clear Waters Life Center is 
a great place to rent for your 
graduation party, family re-
union or special event! We've 
got spaces for small, medium 
and large groups. You can also 
rent our commercial kitchen. 
Go to www.clearwaterslife.org/
space-rentals  for more details!

Friday, June 3rd is Friday 
Night Out: Build-your-own-
burger. Hosted by Clear Waters 
Life Center in Gonvick. Starts 
at 5pm, we recommend $15 
per person donation. Family 
Friendly! RSVP Online at www.
clearwaterslife.org 

We need rhubarb! Our Rhu-
barb slushies are a staple at the 
County Fair and we are looking 
for donations to meet the de-
mand. Please drop off whole or 
frozen rhubarb in gallon Ziploc 
bags with 8 cups in a bag. 

Shop at the Top is looking for 
volunteers! If you are interested 
in helping, please call 218-776-
2789. 

Create It! Sessions Once a 
month, learn something new! 
Beginner, intermediate, and 
advanced skills of all ages are 
welcome. Second Monday of the 
month from 12:30-3:00pm. $5 
per person. June 13th we’ll be 
creating Garden Art. Hosted by 
the Community Art Studios at 
Clear Waters Life Center. More 
information at www.clearwater-
slife.org/art-experiences 

CWLC Clearbrook: 256 2nd 
Ave SW 

CWLC Gonvick: 226 Elm St.
Phone: 218-776-2789
Email: office@clearwater-

slife.org 

Did you know we have gym 
memberships? Clear Waters 
Life Center’s Weight room has 
weights, exercise bike, and 
more. Plus you get access to the 
gym with Pickleball equipment. 
Prices can’t be beat at $30.00/ 
month, $10.00/week, or $5.00/ 
day. www.clearwaterslife.org/
fitness1.html

Grief Share Support Group 
This group is for those going 
through the grieving process 
due to the death of a loved one. 
Join us for one week or ongo-
ing as we travel this journey 
together. Available with regis-
tration at CWLC Clearbrook. 
Register by calling our office: 
218-776-2789.

Kick-off June, 
Right!

There is always a lot of activ-
ity at Clear Waters Life Center 
(CWLC) in Gonvick during 
greenhouse season.  What bet-
ter way than to plan your trip 
to Gonvick, so you can pick up 
our healthy, happy vegetable 
plants, annuals or perennials 
AND have a “home-cooked” din-
ner in our dining rooms.  Our 
June 3 Friday Night Out will 
feature tasty one-third pound 
burgers; you can choose plain, 
cheeseburger, or bacon-cheese-
burger and add toppings of 
your choice; fruit kabobs, potato 
salad, baked beans, strawberry 
shortcake with real whipped 
cream, and lemonade, coffee, 
or tea fill out our indoor picnic!  
Proceeds from our Friday Night 
Out dinners and greenhouse 
sales help finance the many 
programs that CWLC provides 
for our communities.  If you 
aren’t familiar with all that we 
have to offer, take a virtual tour 
via our website, www.clearwa-
terslife.org. 

These days, everyone is look-
ing for ways to save money and 
eat well.  There is no better way 
than growing your own.  Wheth-
er you only have room for a patio 
tomato, one raised bed, or a half 
acre, you can begin. Grow It! 
Greenhouse & Garden Center 
carries plants that thrive in 
our northern Minnesota climate 
and the knowledgeable staff will 
help you with your decisions

Grow It! has everything from 
herbs to edible Nasturtium, 
winter squash to tomatoes, and 
seed potatoes to strawberry 
plants. Visit our YouTube chan-
nel, just search Clear Waters 
Life Center, and be able to 
watch and listen to one or all 
of our videos featuring grow-
ing instructions on a variety 
of plants. Plus, here it comes, 
there is a 25% off Planter Sale 
for Memorial Day weekend, 
May 27th, 28th and 30th with 
special hours, 9:00 AM to 2:00 
PM, on the 30th! To keep up-
to-date, like us on Facebook 
and visit our website, www.
clearwaterslife.org, regularly.

These are some of the past Gonvick Fire Department men who will be honored on the 
100th anniversary of the department. The plans are for June 18 starting at 3:00 pm Firemen 
looking at their newest purchase were Bruce Byers, Dennis Bergerson, Vernon Hamnes 
and Norman Rude.

Ruby’s Pantry – Clearbrook 
location will be held at Country 
Faith Church, 46125 149th 
Ave, Clearbrook on Wednesday, 
June 1st, from 5-6:00pm (or 
until items are sold out).

This distribution will be out-
side again with the drive thru 
format. For the safety of our 
guests and volunteers please 
read this in its entirety.

• Distribution will start by 
5:00pm (could be a tad earlier 
if ready).

- Distribution will be held 
outside in our parking lot with 
a drive thru system.

• Limit of 2 bundles per 
vehicle.

• BATHROOM – There is 
a porta potty available to give 
guests an option to use a rest-
room while in line.

• There is no registration 
necessary for this month’s dis-
tribution.

Republican Party 
The Republican Party of 

Clearwater County invites you 
to Fireside Grill on Thursday, 
May 26th to a Pizza Buffet Meet 
and Greet with our endorsed 
local Republican Candidates. 
Steve Green is endorsed for the 
MN Senate District 2 seat which 
encompasses all of Clearwater 
County. Rep. Matt Grossell is 
endorsed for the MN House 
District 2a seat which is now lo-
cated to the North of County Rd 
3 (1 mile South of Clearbrook).  
New in our county is Rep. Matt 
Bliss who is endorsed for the 
MN House District 2b seat 
which is now South of County 
Rd 3. Our endorsed candidates 
will speak briefly and then 
they will be available to have 
one on one discussions. Other 
non-endorsed candidates for 
county and school board offices 
will have a chance to address 
the group as well. A pizza buffet 
will be served from 6-7 pm. All 
are welcome to attend.

LR/eagle/Herald/Times 2

 “Pat, it has been 2 ½ years 
since you picked up your 
eternal lamp and began your 
journey to your heavenly 
home.
 We, your family, wish you 
a heavenly 84th birthday 
(January 28) as we love you 
and miss you.
 We know you’re happy as 
you reunite with your dad 
who was killed in WWII, your 
mom who died from cancer, 
your husband Stanley and 
your grandsons. On this your 
birthday, we believe that you 
no longer have to cook for 
everyone (such as peeling po-
tatoes, frying hamburgers, or 
making banana cream pie) as 
you did for nearly 60 years!
 We hope they have a bowl-
ing alley there in heaven so 
you can show them how to 
throw a strike.
 Your 5 children and 7 
grandchildren all benefited 
from your generosity, your 
gentle touch, your smile and 
your sense of humor.
 But, most of all, we miss 
you so much, and love you 
dearly.”

Love, 
Your family and friends. R

47
C

In Memoriam 
Inga Othelia 

Johnson
June 22, 1913

January 13, 1998

"Forever in our Hearts"

Floyd Elmer 
Johnson
July 7, 1918

February 10, 1981
Love, Cecilia, Merlin, 
Marlene & families.

R
47C

FAMILY, FUN, FOOD AND PRIZES!!!

BENEFIT FOR
MIKE ENGLUND

Meatball bowl $10
Meat raffle, 50/50
and raffle prizes

FEBRUARY 13TH @ 11 AM
WARROAD EAGLES

Mike was diagnosed with stage 
4 cancer, it is in his bones now. 
Funds will go to help he and 
his wife with living and travel 
expenses.

G47C

Samhold Women NALC/LCMC 
will meet on 

Thursday, February 17, 2022 
in the church basement. 

Program begins at 2:30 pm with guest 
speaker, Nathan Engebretson. 

Coffee and dessert will be served 
at 4:00 with free will offering.

Please bring a homemade Valentine to exchange. 

R
47C

Platbooks 
now Available 

at
Richards 

Publishing
239 2nd Ave. 

Gonvick

$30.00
Office hours: 

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

R
47nc-tfc

CLEARWATER 
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive – Nazareth 
Oak Park – St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Sat, May 28: Mt Olive: 9:00 a.m.
Sun, May 29: St. Petri: 8:00 

a.m. Nazareth: 9:45 a.m. Oak Park: 
11:00 a.m. 

Find services and past sermons 
at www.facebook.com/clearwaterlu-
theranparish

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Jarred LeBon, Pastor

Tyler Stynsberg, 
Assoc. Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com
Wed, May 25: 6:30 p.m. Youth 

Group.
Sun, May 29: 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

School. 10:00 a.m. Worship.
Tue, May 31: 9:30 a.m. Ladies 

Devotions. 
Wed, June 1: 6:30 p.m. Youth 

Group.

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund 

Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson, 
Lay Minister

Wed, May 25: Bethany Cemetery 
Clean-Up 6:30 p.m.

Sun, May 29: 9:00 a.m. Lund. 
10:30 a.m. Bethany. No Confirma-
tion.

Wed, June 1: 7:00 p.m. Confir-
mation Photos - meet at Lund.

CDC safety guidelines for CO-
VID-19 will be followed.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston

Pastor Seth Johnson 
Sundays: 9:00 a.m. Sunday 

School. 10:00 a.m. Worship Service.
Wednesday Evening: 6:30 p.m. 

Kids, High School & Adult pro-
grams.

Services continue to be live-
streamed on Facebook (https://www.
facebook.com/bethelfosston) as an 
alternative.

A special 
thank you 
to all the 
workers 

who turned out for 
the cleanup at the 
Sinclair Cemetery. 

It looks great!

R
10P

Gonvick Fire 
Department

Dinner with 
Roasted Pig 

Starts at 
6:00 p.m.

Band Under the 
Tent at the Trap 

Starts at 
9:00 p.m.

Kids Games & 
Washer Tournament 

Starts at 
3:00 p.m.

Join us at the Fire Hall in Gonvick
Saturday, June 18th, 2022!

R
10-11C

I would like to 
thank everyone 

who came out 
to celebrate my 
b i r thday .  I 'm 

blessed to live in such a 
wonderful community.

Shirley AakreR10C
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NOTICE 
TOWNSHIP OF CLOVER

PRECINCT NUMBER 0020
MAIL BALLOT ELECTION

August 9, 2022 Primary Election

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will conduct the August 
9, 2022 Primary Election for the 
Township of Clover, precinct number 
0020 by mail ballot.

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will mail ballots to all 
registered voters in this Township 
between 14 and 46 days before the 
Election.  Each voter registered by 
the 21st day before the Election will 
be mailed a ballot.  All ballots must 
be returned to the County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office, either by mail, in 
person or by designated agent, no 
later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Each eligible voter who is NOT 
registered may apply for a ballot 
from the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.  Any voter who will be absent 
from the precinct may apply to receive 
the Absentee Ballot at a temporary 
address.  Applications are available 
in the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.

Ballots will be counted at the 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Inquiries about Mail Elections 
should be directed to the office of the 
Clearwater County Auditor-Treasurer.  
Regular office hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
phone 694-6520 or write:

Clearwater County 
Auditor-Treasurer
213 Main Ave N Dept 202
Bagley, MN 56621-8304

Allen L. Paulson
Clearwater County 

Auditor-Treasurer
R10C

Please join us as we celebrate the marriage of Steve and Bobbie 
Ruckreigle on June 4th, 2022 at the The Trap in Gonvick. Reception 
at 6:00 p.m. with dance to follow. R10P

Moving Sale & 
Multi Family

Sat. May 28 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sun., May 29 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
47843 East Pine Lake Rd.
'96-17' Starcraft Boat, 120 

Force/Merc outboard motor 
and trailer. Tools, oak enter-
tainment center, Christmas 
items, Misc.

Call 487-6175 for pre-sale 
inquiry. R10P

Ruby's Pantry
Wednesday, June 1
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Clearbrook-
Gonvick School Menu

We print 
everything

 but money!

Richards 
Publishing Co.

— 218-487-5225 —

North Country 
Overhead Door
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

*Sales  *Installation  *Service
*Loading Dock Equipment  

*All Major Door Brands
OPERATORS • REMODELING • REPAIR

218-556-2213 or 888-393-9070

AUTHORIZED DEALER

~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

(218) 791-9605
jeck@century21dickinson.com

Joy Eck 
“Your Realtor”
Here to Serve You!

Eck-cellent Service! 

www.century21dickinson.com

Eck-spect 
More! 

R5C (6 mo.)

Large or small we print it all!
Use your design or let one of 

our graphic designers 
set it up! 

Raffle Tickets • Posters 
Newsletters • Invitations  
Envelopes •  Calendars 

Forms & more...

Phone 694-6600
For Three Generations
of professional service

CEASE
FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

Six Month Running Ad
here!

For The Low Price 
of only $122.85!
1 column x 1.5 inches

Place your

Business & Professional Guide
Bagley

R29-2C

218-487-5225

DID YOU KNOW?

www.TriCoCanary.com

If you have a subscription 
you can view online for 
free. If you just want to 

view ONLINE it is only $25, 
no matter where you live! 

Give us a call!

CONTINUING THE GONVICK RECORD
AND CLEARBROOK LEADER

Wed. May 25: Cook's choice. 
Snack - Assorted Choices

Thurs. May 26: Kindergar-
ten Graduation. Cook's choice. 
Snack - Assorted Choices

Fri. May 27: Last Day of 
School. Early Release, Bag 
Lunch Day. No Snack Today.

Please  note -  th is  may 
change!!!  

Some food items that we 
normally purchase are not avail-
able!  

Graduation  for Clearbrook-
Gonvick students will be held on 
Saturday, May 28 at 2:00 pm in 
the school gym. Congratulations 
to all the seniors who will be 
receiving their diplomas.

Memorial Day Services will 
be held in Gully, Gonvick and 
Clearbrook on Monday, May 30. 
All times are at 10:00 am.

The Leader-Record will 
be one day late next week due 
to the Memorial Day holiday on 
Monday, May 30th, 2022.

“A day to remember and 
honor all the brave heroes who 
served to hold our flag high.

There was snow in Leon-
ard and many people were out 
mowing their lawns. They did 
have winter jackets and hats on 
when I saw them. I think it will 
be June 1 next week. What are 
these snow birds thinking when 
they come home from Arizona 
and Texas. I hope they have 
warm jackets.

The time is coming near 
that we here in Clearwater 
County will be hosting the trav-
eling Vietnam Veterans Wall in 
Gonvick.  This will be quite an 
honor, especially for little ole 
Gonvick MN!  The wall will be 
up and running from July 7th 
through July 10th.  The wall 
is going to be placed in a park 
along the Lost River in Gonvick, 
near the Fire Hall. This will also 
be during the Gonvick Rodeo 
weekend. 

June 4th there will be a 
wedding reception for Bobbie 
and Steve Ruckreigle at The 
Trap in Gonvick. Get your danc-
ing shoes ready for the dance 
that will follow the 6:00 pm 
reception.

Joke Time ...
No meat on Friday
When Ole quit farming, he 

discovered that he was the 
only Lutheran in his new little 
town of Catholics. That was 
okay, but the neighbors had a 
problem with his barbequing 
beef every Friday. Since they 
couldn't eat meat on Friday, 
the tempting aroma was get-
ting the best of them. Hoping 
they could do something to stop 
this, the neighbors got together 
and went over to talk to Ole. 
"Ole," they said, "since you are 
the only Lutheran in this whole 
town and there's not a Lutheran 
church for many miles, we think 
you should join our church and 
become a Catholic." Ole thought 
about it for a minute and de-
cided they were probably right. 
Ole talked to the priest, and 
they arranged it.

The big day came and the 
priest had Ole kneel. He put 
his hand on Ole's head and said, 
"Ole, you were born a Lutheran, 
you were raised a Lutheran, and 
now," he said as he sprinkled 
some incense over Ole's head, 
"now you are a Catholic!"

Ole was happy and the 
neighbors were happy. But the 
following Friday evening at 
suppertime, there was again 
the aroma of grilled beef coming 
from Ole's yard. The neighbors 
went to talk to him about this 
and as they approached the 

fence, they heard Ole saying to 
the steak: "You were born a beef, 
you were raised a beef", and as 
he sprinkled salt over the meat 
he said, "and NOW you are a 
FISH!"

How grandchildren per-
ceive their grandparents

 A second grader came home 
from school and said to her 
grandmother, "Grandma, guess 
what? We learned how to make 
babies today." The grandmoth-
er, more than a little surprised, 
tried to keep her cool. "That's in-
teresting." she said. "How do you 
make babies?" "It's simple," re-
plied the girl. "You just change 
'y' to 'i' and add 'es'."

Gonvick Fire Department 
on June 18 are making plans for 
the 100 anniversary of the fire 
department. They are planning 
a hog roast with an open house 
at the fire hall. They want to 
honor  the past firemen. Save 
the date.

The Library Link in Gon-
vick is open three days a week. 
Check out various items or order 
what they don't have in stock for 
you. Or call 487-6220 to request 
something to be ordered for 
you. Hours are Monday 9 to 11 
am, Wednesday 3 to 5 pm and 
Thursday 4 to 7 pm.

Faire Art Festival will be 
held in Bagley on July 9 and 10. 
Apply by April 1 to baacjess@
gmail.com or 218-368-7524. The 
festival is hosted by the Bagley 
Area Arts Collarboartive. There 
will be 50 plus artist booths 
available.

Be ready for Leonard Hard 
Times Bash this year. It will be 
held Saturday. August 27. That 
will be along with the 100th an-
niversary. They usually have a 
parade so you can get your unit 
ready for the fun in Leonard.

Clearwater County Ser-
vice on T.H.E. Bus. Rider alert; 
County wide; 7:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Monday through Friday. Bagley: 
10 am - 4:30 pm 1st, 3rd Satur-
day. Bemidji: 2nd, 4th Friday. 
Ride reservations to Bemidji 
must be scheduled by 3 pm the 
day prior to the trip. CAll 800-
201-3432.

 Clearwater County Vet-
erans Service Office Logan 
LeClair is meetings with Vet-
erans one on one at a place 
closer to home. He has set up 
The Gonvick Council room for 
Thursdays 1 -3 pm, Tuesdays 
at the Clearbrook City Hall 
Legion room from 1-3, Leonard 
on Thursday from 10-12 at the 
Clearwater County Trailblaz-
ers Club house and Shevlin on 
Tuesdays from 10 to noon at the 
City Hall/Fire Hall. 

Obituaries in the Canary 
are also put on our website for 
you to see. Go online at  trico-
canary.com. They are free and 
updated as they come into our 
office. 

We collect used eye glasses 
in the Leader-Record office in 
Gonvick and at the Clearbrook-
Leonard Senior Center. We 
do this for the Gonvick Lions 
Club and they are put to very 
good use. 

 Aiden Churness will be 
graduating on May 28th at 
Clearbrook-Gonvick High 
School. Open house to follow 
the ceremony at his home 50568 
189th Ave Clearbrook at 4pm. 
All are welcome! R10C

Please join us to celebrate 
Kyle Gerlof’s graduation from 
Clearbrook-Gonvick High 
School, May 28th from 4pm-
8pm at our home 13656 440th 
Street, Clearbrook.  Everyone 
welcome to join! R10C

Open House invitation 
for Danielle Faldet on May 
28,2022. Celebration to follow at 
her home after the Clearbrook- 
Gonvick Graduation Ceremony.  
51717 189th Ave, Clearbrook, 
MN 56634. R10C

Graduation Open House 
in honor of Jensen Jon Eng-
berg. All family, friends and 
neighbors are invited to cel-
ebrate Jensen's High School 
graduation on May 28th at his 
home,343 Alice St. Gonvick be-
ginning at 4:00 PM. R10P

Open House invitation for 
Jack McQuown. We invite you 
to join us as we celebrate Jack's 
high school graduation, Sunday, 
May 29th from 4 pm to 8 pm at 
his home located at 18816 510th 
Street, Clearbrook. R10P

Please join us to celebrate 
Maci Wagner's graduation 
from Clearbrook-Gonvick High 
School, on Saturday, May 28th 
from 4 pm-7 pm at her home 
21987 400th Ave SE, Gully, MN.  
Everyone welcome. R10P

Ella Engen will be graduat-
ing from Clearbrook-Gonvick 
High School on May 28. A 
graduation party will be held 
for Ella following the program 
from 4-8 p.m. at 45391 State 92, 
Clearbrook. All welcome. R9-10C

Please join us to celebrate 
Tyler Erickson's graduation 
from CGHS! Saturday, May 
28th following the graduation 
ceremony at Jerry & Cindy 
Ericksons (13657 Stony Lake 
Drive, Gonvick). Everyone wel-
come!  R9-10C

Carlie Coulter, will be grad-
uating from Clearbrook-Gon-
vick High School on May 28. 
A reception will be held at the 
Gonvick Community Center 
on May 28th from 4pm-7pm. 
Everyone is welcome! R9-10C

This picture was taken at the Gonvick Memorial Day 
services in 1946. All four had returned safely from World 
War II and they are pictured from left to right Lester Eck, 
Russell T. Eck, Everett Eck and Roger Eck.

Graduation Open House in 
honor of Thomas David Straabe. 
Please join us in the celebration 
of Tommy's graduation at his 
home after the ceremony at 515 
2nd Ave, Gonvick. R10P

 Last Friday May 20th, Denis 
McDonough the US. Secretary 
of Veteran Affairs visited Bemi-
dji for various reasons. First, 
he met with the local Bemidji 
VA clinic and then met with a 
Bagley/Bemidji Veterans group 
in regards to their PTSD group. 
The Secretary than went to 
BSU to meet with students and 
perspective students.  Our local 
Veterans that were in atten-
dance for the PTSD group cross 
talk with the Secretary were 
members of the local Veteran 
motor cycle group (In country 
Vietnam Motor Cycle Club).  
This group has done very well 
by other Veterans and so much 
so the VA wants to emulate it.  I 
think they should be recognized 
for the good work they have 
done along with the progress 
they continue to make.  I sadly 
do not have any pictures from 
there event. 

I did not get to attend their 
meeting with the Secretary, as 
I was preparing for my own at 
BSU.  I did get to have a candid 
discussion with the Secretary 
about education benefits and 
claims appeals.  I truly believe 

some good came out of it.  It 
was also very refreshing that 
he wasn’t a politician.  He was 
humble and if he didn’t know 
he told you that he didn’t know.  
The picture I attached is from 
my meeting with him.  

I do believe between the mo-
torcycle club and myself some 
good work was done.  I don’t say 
that to brag but I am certainly 
proud of what we have done.  
Also between the motorcycle 
club and my office I think the 
community needs to see that 
there are local Veteran advo-
cates that care and want to help. 

- Submitted by Logan LeClair  
Clearwter County Veterans Ser-
vice Officer

REWARD
For information 

leading to a
conviction for 

the improper use 
of the County’s 

solid waste-
canister sites

Up to $100
Being offered by

Clearwater 
County 

Environmental 
Services

(218) 694-6183
R32C(1/mo) (41)

Secretary of Veteran 
Affairs  visits the area

Logan LeClair Clearwater County Veterans Service Of-
ficer and Denis McDonough the US. Secretary of Veteran 
Affairs.

Local Veteran motorcycle group (In county Vietnam Motorcycle Club) shown with Denis McDonough, the US. Secre-
tary of Veteran Affairs.
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Home Country By Slim Randles

R10MNA

 Tamara Edevold is the executive director of the Clearwater County Historical Society 
located in Shevlin. Since 2006, with Edevold's leadership, the Historical Society took over 
the First Lady event. The event is very dear to Edevold's heart as her mother Ruth Col-
ligan Anderson was a First Lady in 1994. This year the event was held May 7, with Jan 
Feil being selected as the Clearwater County First Lady for 2022.  

When the world is hot and 
my skin is fried, scratching from 
the constant dry, let the clouds 
boil up, boil up high. And then 
shade the earth with the dark-
ening sky and bring the secrets 
and the smell of rain. The cool-
ness and the blessed rain, again.

Our land is brown but 
blessed, stressed in the heat, 
the shiny heat of day. The slen-
der green of rivers slide along, 
striving to continue, to feed its 
own along the banks, the banks 
where the dust rises. Rises, 
powdery clomp by clomp as we 
walk, walk the shady way.

And though the heat, the 
dryness of heat, pushes down 
our weary feet, we plod along. 
Ours is the blessing of chal-
lenge, to live, to thrive in the 
heat. To toil and sweat, to make 
the cold drink at day’s end that 
much sweeter. Sweeter as it 
goes down, cooler as it falls, 
dropping the coolness inside us 
and forcing us to smile. That 
summer smile.

When the heat falls hard, 
on many days, unquenched by 
the dark of night, we ask, in 
quiet times, we ask. Bring us 
the clouds, the black-bellied 
clouds, the clouds that softly 
hold the heads of gods in their 
moistening grasp. The clouds, 
those big-bellied busters that 
hold the violence, the wind, the 
flashes, the noise. The clouds 
we wait for and pray for and 

look for on the western ridge. 
Let them come, with their silver 
tops and their bellies black as 
night and cool as forgiveness. 
The summer clouds, the clouds 
that define our culture, our art, 
our summer, our hot, heavy 
summer.

A rain, a storm, a sudden-
ness of life and blast and sweet 
charity designed to keep us liv-
ing here, here in the rain, here 
in the sun, and keep us praying, 
here in the rain, and looking to-
ward the west for more, always 
to the west, always looking for 
more.

--------
Brought to you by the na-

tional humor podcast Home 
Country with Slim Randles. 
Now on 40 classic country sta-
tions and threatening to swal-
low the world.

By Darlene Sawyer
Jandi Olson Braaten of 

Bagley graduated with honors 
from UND in Grand Forks, ND 
on Saturday, May 14.  2022. 
She was awarded a Master 
of Nursing degree as a Nurse 
Practitioner…a goal she has 
been working toward for the 
past 12 years!

Jandi is the daughter of 
Speedy and Roberta Braaten of 
Clearbrook. Her father Rodney 
Olson of Bagley is deceased. She 

Bear Creek - Total 2
05/16/22 18:33:20 Traffic Stop
05/18/22 18:33:25 Traffic Stop
City of Bagley - Total 26
05/15/22 04:23:39 Medical
05/15/22 07:10:48 Animal Related 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/15/22 19:16:16 Traffic Stop
05/15/22 20:47:00 Medical 
05/16/22 06:15:42 Assault 
05/16/22 09:10:46 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/16/22 12:00:23 Medica
05/16/22 14:57:52 Information
05/17/22 10:17:48 Court Order 

Violation - Handled By Officer
05/17/22 13:28:07 ASSIST
05/17/22 16:20:53 Welfare Check 
05/18/22 08:38:17 Motor Vehicle 

Theft - Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/18/22 09:06:57 Drug Related
05/18/22 11:22:05 Medical
05/19/22 07:00:48 - Handled By 

Officer / Deputy
05/19/22 13:31:17 Medical - Patient 

Evaluated, 
05/19/22 16:06:43 Juvenile Misc
05/19/22 19:01:52 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Released 
05/20/22 09:25:33 Transport 
05/20/22 09:28:06 Transport 
05/20/22 10:15:11 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/20/22 11:58:31 Transport 
05/20/22 14:39:10 Threats 
05/20/22 20:31:39 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/21/22 15:37:33 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/21/22 18:16:40 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
City of Clearbrook - Total 6
05/15/22 17:19:59 Traffic Stop
05/18/22 12:51:27 Missing/Lost 

Person - Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/18/22 16:09:51 Assist Other 

Agency - Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/20/22 12:19:08 Sexual Conduct 

- Citation Issued
05/20/22 15:40:47 Traffic Complaint 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/21/22 11:14:13 Missing/Lost 

Person - Handled By Officer / Deputy
City of Gonvick - Total 1
05/19/22 15:03:42 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
City of Leonard - Total 1
05/17/22 17:18:28 Animal Related 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
City of Shevlin - Total 1
05/17/22 22:22:43 Information
Clover - Total 2
05/16/22 10:06:14 Lost/Found 

Property - Handled By Officer
05/20/22 16:21:29 Welfare Check
Copley - Total 3
05/16/22 10:19:37 Traffic Stop
05/18/22 00:20:50 911 Hang Up
05/19/22 14:45:47 Traffic Complaint 

- Information
Dudley - Total 3
05/18/22 12:31:27 Vehicle Lock Out 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/18/22 13:26:28 Traffic Complaint 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/21/22 14:17:51 Trespass - Han-

dled By Officer / Deputy
Eddy - Total 1
05/18/22 01:16:13 911 Hang Up 
Falk - Total 2
05/17/22 14:27:17 Animal Related 

- Assignment Completed
05/20/22 12:27:45 Welfare Check
Greenwood - Total 1
05/18/22 13:56:27 Fire 
Hangaard - Total 1
05/15/22 23:06:13 Alarm - Gone On 

Arrival (GOA)/Unable to Locate
Itasca - Total 3
05/18/22 22:42:25 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/19/22 12:31:33 Trespass - Can-

celled (Prior to Arrival at Scene)
05/20/22 21:47:14 Traffic Stop - Ci-

tation Issued (Verbal Or Written)
Itasca State Park - Total 1
05/21/22 12:29:13 Extra Patrol - 

Handled By Officer / Deputy

LaPraire - Total 2
05/17/22 10:44:32 Trespass
05/21/22 06:45:28 Welfare Check
LaPraire N - Total 4
05/15/22 10:10:07 Noise Complaint 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/15/22 14:50:36 Traffic Stop
05/16/22 14:35:10 Transport 
05/17/22 21:37:27 Information
LaPraire S - Total 1
05/15/22 17:54:20 911 Hang Up
Leon - Total 4
05/16/22 23:48:26 Information
05/17/22 21:01:58 Boat and Water 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
05/21/22 17:27:36 Information
05/21/22 18:43:23 Traffic Stop
Long Lost Lake - Total 1
05/16/22 10:50:26 THEFT 
Moose Creek - Total 3
05/16/22 18:46:36 Traffic Stop
05/17/22 07:52:30 Court Order 

Violation - Handled By Officer
05/20/22 22:12:55 Traffic Stop
Pine Lake - Total 2
05/15/22 13:27:09 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/16/22 21:00:39 Assist Other 

Agency - Handled By Officer / Deputy
Popple - Total 2
05/16/22 17:23:22 Information
05/16/22 19:18:02 Juvenile Misc 
Rice - Total 2
05/17/22 09:17:16 Court Order 

Violation - Handled By Officer
05/21/22 15:29:27 Extra Patrol 
Shevlin - Total 6
05/15/22 22:53:00 Traffic Stop
05/19/22 07:14:09 Disturbance
05/19/22 07:56:32 Information
05/19/22 16:19:38 Fire - False 

Alarm
05/19/22 19:16:32 Medical - Patient 

Treated, Transported by EMS
05/21/22 12:54:28 ASSIST 
Sinclair - Total 1
05/16/22 16:50:36 Vehicle Lock Out 

- Handled By Officer / Deputy
Total Records: 82

Clearwater 
County Sheriff

Darin Halverson
Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office Weekly Activity 

Mille Lacs Lake anglers can 
keep one walleye from 21-23 
inches, or one over 28 inches, 
through Tuesday, May 31. Wall-
eye fishing will be catch-and-
release from Wednesday, June 
1, through Thursday, June 30.

A two-week closure — imple-
mented to reduce hooking mor-
tality — will be in place from 
Friday, July 1, through Friday, 
July 15. During the walleye 
closure, angling is allowed for 
all other species; however, live, 

Jandi Braaten of Bagley 
graduates with honors from UND

Jandi with her four children (l to r): Jaiden, Kiana, Ariah, and Brytin.

was a 1999 honor graduate of 
Bagley High School and went 
on to earn a Graphic Arts degree 
from the Alexandria Technical 
College in 2001.

She married and had four 
children. She and her husband 
purchased her grandmother Pat 
Graftaas’ “Pat’s Cafe” in Clear-
brook, which they renamed 
“Gramma Pat’s”, in 2004. It 
was here where she home-
schooled her four children while 
operating the café.  Because of 

circumstances beyond 
her control, she became 
a single mom in 2010. 
She faced a dilemma as 
to how to support her 
children.

While operating the 
café, she began taking 
on-line classes from 
Northland Technical 
School in Grand Forks 
to earn a degree as an 
LPN (licensed practi-
cal nurse). After earn-
ing that degree, she be-
gan on-line classes to 
earn her RN (registered 
nurse) degree. In 2011, 
she sold the café, en-
rolled her children in 
the Bagley Public School, 
and worked fulltime af-
ter 2011 to support her 
children.  She changed 
her last name to Braaten 
(her mother’s married 
name).

In 2013, after earn-
ing her LPN degree. She 

began working full-time at the 
Essentia Health Living Center 
in Fosston. During this time, 
she earned most of her RN 
credits on-line, but she had 
to attend some live classes 
at BSU. In 2015, she earned 
her RN degree and continued 
with taking nursing classes to 
earn her Bachelor of Nursing 
degree in 2017 from BSU. She 
continued working at Essentia 
all during this time. Earning 
her master’s degree in nursing 
from U.N.D. was more com-
plicated as she had to attend 
several classes there at UND.  
She finished her classwork and 
was awarded a master’s degree 
with honors last Saturday!

She smiled as she answered, 
“My favorite classes were when 
I had to apply my training 
and nursing skills for my pa-
tients at Essentia to earn 600 
clinical hours. I like serving 
people and the community. A 
cherished memory that I have 
is being able to take care of my 
Grandma Pat at the Fosston 
Essentia Nursing Home for a 
year before she passed away in 
August of 2019.”

She added, “I’m proud of my 
kids and my family for all their 
support along this journey. I 
want to say a big “Thank You” 
to everyone who kept encourag-
ing me and helping me along 
the way.

Her advice to others: “If you 
have a dream, go after it.”

Family and friends who came to help Jandi celebrate.

The Clearwater County 
Sheriff’s Office will host two MN 
DNR ATV Safety Field Days for 
youth on Monday, June 6th and 
Tuesday, June 7th, 2022.  Stu-
dents only need to attend one 
of the following classes.  Both 
of the classes will start at 6 PM.

Monday, June 6th class:  
Clearbrook-Gonvick School 
(16770 Clearwater Lake Road, 
Clearbrook, MN 56634) 

Tuesday, June 7th Class:  
Bagley High School (1130 Main 
Ave N, Bagley, MN 56621)  

This class is for interested 
youth ages 10 and up.  If you 
were born after July 1st, 1987, 
you need an ATV Safety Certifi-
cate in order to operate an ATV 
legally in MN.

There are 2 parts to the class:
Part 1:  Go to www.dnr.state.

mn.us and click on “Education 
Safety”, “Recreational Vehicle 
Safety”, then “ATV Safety” and 
follow the link to complete the 
online ATV Safety Course (Cost 
is $24.95, paid online).  Once 
complete, purchase and print 
the “voucher”.

Part 2:  BRING VOUCHER 
to one of the field days above.  
There will be classroom review 
and a written test followed 
by an operation portion of the 
class.

Class will be approximately 
1.5 - 2 hours and will be mostly 
outside.  Students should dress 
for the weather and have a 
minimum of a helmet, eye pro-
tection, long pants, long sleeve 
shirt, shoes or boots (no open 
toed shoes).  ATVs are provided.  
A parent/guardian needs to at-
tend the first part of the field 
day to fill out registration pa-
perwork.

Pre-Register by contacting 
Andy Anderson at 218-776-3112 
#104 OR email at andyander-
son@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.
mn.us 

ATV Safety Class

Minnesota DNR reminds Mille Lacs anglers of June 
dead, preserved or parts of min-
nows, night crawlers, worms, 
leeches or crayfish may not be 
used while fishing during this 
period. Anglers targeting north-
ern pike and muskellunge are 
allowed to use sucker minnows 
greater than 8 inches in length. 
All other anglers must use ar-
tificial lures. Catch-and-release 
walleye fishing will resume on 
Saturday, July 16, and continue 
through Wednesday, Aug. 31. 
The one-fish walleye limit is 

scheduled to resume Thursday, 
Sept. 1, through Wednesday, 
Nov. 30.

Fishing hours on Mille Lacs 
Lake are 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. for 
all species. 
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218-487-5225 • Gonvick, MN
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Sanford Health Bagley 
10 Year Celebration

Ten years ago, something extraordinary happened when 
Clearwater Health Services partnered with Sanford Health. 
Since then, we’ve invested in the community, expanded 
our services and opened a new clinic to meet the needs 
of the region. 

This year marks the 10 anniversary of Sanford Health in the 
Bagley community, and we want to celebrate with you!

Join us for a picnic meal, inflatables, tours and more. 

Tuesday, June 7 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Sanford Bagley Medical Center 
203 4th St. NW, Bagley, MN 

This event is free and open to the public. 
To learn more, call (218) 694-6501.
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On April 1st the people 
of our communities began a 
special journey with Bemidji 
Community Theatre’s Youth 
Production of Disney FROZEN 
JR with a cast composed en-
tirely of young people under the 
age of 18.  In the words of the 
Director, Mary Knox-Johnson 
the young cast “presented quite 
a challenge since many of them 
are newcomers to the stage; 
however, during the first few 
rehearsals, their enthusiasm 
propelled them and when we let 
the entire cast sing the familiar 
Let It Go, I knew these young 
people were up to the task.  It 
reminded me that we must 
always listen to the dreams, 
hopes, and ambitions of the 
young since with them lies 
the future.”   One of our own, 
Abigail Engen, performed as 
Princess Anna the Queen and a 
Servant.  Abby is a sophomore 
at Clearbrook-Gonvick High 
School, the daughter of BJ 
and Linda Engen, and grand-
daughter of Merry Strenge 
and Bonnie Engen.  This was 
her first musical with BCT and 
she stated “I chose to audition 
because I love musicals and 
wanted to be in one for a long 
time.”  The production ran from 
April 1st thru April 10th.  

All who were able to attend 
praised the production and 
performances of the entire 
cast.  And Abby’s family was 
especially proud of her.  

Abby with cast members and her grandmothers Bonnie Engen and Merry Strenge .

Abby with cast members and some of her Clearbrook-Gonvick School friends. Abby Engen 
in production 
of Frozen

Legal Notice

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF DUDLEY

PRECINCT NUMBER 0030
MAIL BALLOT ELECTION

August 9, 2022 Primary Election
The Clearwater County Auditor-

Treasurer will conduct the August 
9, 2022 Primary Election for the 
Township of Dudley, precinct number 
0030 by mail ballot.

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will mail ballots to all 
registered voters in this Township 
between 14 and 46 days before the 
Election.  Each voter registered by 
the 21st day before the Election will 
be mailed a ballot.  All ballots must 
be returned to the County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office, either by mail, in 
person or by designated agent, no 
later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Each eligible voter who is NOT 
registered may apply for a ballot 
from the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.  Any voter who will be absent 
from the precinct may apply to receive 
the Absentee Ballot at a temporary 
address.  Applications are available 
in the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.

Ballots will be counted at the 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Inquiries about Mail Elections 
should be directed to the office of the 
Clearwater County Auditor-Treasurer.  
Regular office hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
phone 694-6520 or write:

Clearwater County 
Auditor-Treasurer
213 Main Ave N Dept 202
Bagley, MN 56621-8304

Allen L. Paulson
Clearwater County 

Auditor-Treasurer
R10C

LEGAL NOTICE
RED LAKE RESERVATION
PRECINCT NUMBER 0056
MAIL BALLOT ELECTION

August 9, 2022 Primary Election
The Clearwater County Auditor-

Treasurer will conduct the August 9, 
2022 Primary Election for the Red 
Lake Reservation, precinct number 
0056 by mail ballot.

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will mail ballots to all 
registered voters in this Township 
between 14 and 46 days before the 
Election.  Each voter registered by 
the 21st day before the Election will 
be mailed a ballot.  All ballots must 
be returned to the County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office, either by mail, in 
person or by designated agent, no 
later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Each eligible voter who is NOT 
registered may apply for a ballot 
from the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.  Any voter who will be absent 
from the precinct may apply to receive 
the Absentee Ballot at a temporary 
address.  Applications are available 
in the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.

Ballots will be counted at the 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Inquiries about Mail Elections 
should be directed to the office of the 
Clearwater County Auditor-Treasurer.  
Regular office hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
phone 694-6520 or write:

Clearwater County 
Auditor-Treasurer
213 Main Ave N Dept 202
Bagley, MN 56621-8304

Allen L. Paulson
Clearwater County 

Auditor-Treasurer
R10C

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF LEONARD

PRECINCT NUMBER 0080
MAIL BALLOT ELECTION

August 9, 2022 Primary Election
The Clearwater County Auditor-

Treasurer will conduct the August 9, 
2022 Primary Election for the City of 
Leonard, precinct number 0080 by 
mail ballot.

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will mail ballots to all 
registered voters in this City between 
14 and 46 days before the Election.  
Each voter registered by the 21st day 
before the Election will be mailed a 
ballot.  All ballots must be returned 
to the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office, either by mail, in person or by 
designated agent, no later than 8:00 
p.m. on Election Day.

Each eligible voter who is NOT 
registered may apply for a ballot 
from the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.  Any voter who will be absent 
from the precinct may apply to receive 
the Absentee Ballot at a temporary 
address.  Applications are available 
in the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.

Ballots will be counted at the 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Inquiries about Mail Elections 
should be directed to the office of the 
Clearwater County Auditor-Treasurer.  
Regular office hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
phone 694-6520 or write:

Clearwater County 
Auditor-Treasurer
213 Main Ave N Dept 202
Bagley, MN 56621-8304

Allen L. Paulson
Clearwater County 

Auditor-Treasurer
R10C

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF HANGAARD
PRECINCT NUMBER 0055
MAIL BALLOT ELECTION

August 9, 2022 Primary Election
The Clearwater County Auditor-

Treasurer will conduct the August 
9, 2022 Primary Election for the 
Township of Hangaard, precinct 
number 0055 by mail ballot.

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will mail ballots to all 
registered voters in this Township 
between 14 and 46 days before the 
Election.  Each voter registered by 
the 21st day before the Election will 
be mailed a ballot.  All ballots must 
be returned to the County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office, either by mail, in 
person or by designated agent, no 
later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Each eligible voter who is NOT 
registered may apply for a ballot 
from the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.  Any voter who will be absent 
from the precinct may apply to receive 
the Absentee Ballot at a temporary 
address.  Applications are available 
in the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.

Ballots will be counted at the 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Inquiries about Mail Elections 
should be directed to the office of the 
Clearwater County Auditor-Treasurer.  
Regular office hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
phone 694-6520 or write:

Clearwater County 
Auditor-Treasurer
213 Main Ave N Dept 202
Bagley, MN 56621-8304

Allen L. Paulson
Clearwater County 

Auditor-Treasurer
R10C

LEGAL NOTICE
Office of the Minnesota

Secretary of State
Certificate of Assumed Name
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 333
The filing of an assumed name 

does not provide a user with exclusive 
rights to that name. The filing is 
required for consumer protection 
in order to enable customers to be 
able to identify the true owner of a 
business.

ASSUMED NAME: The Drive In
P R I N C I P A L  P L A C E  O F 

BUSINESS: 225 State Hwy 92 SW, 
Clearbrook, MN 56634 USA

NAMEHOLDER(S):
Name: The Drive In of Clearbrook, 

Inc.
Address: 19378 Leonard Rd PO 

Box 25, Clearbrook, MN 56634 USA
If you submit an attachment, it will 

be incorporated into this document. 
If the attachment conflicts with the 
information specifically set forth 
in this document, this document 
supersedes the data referenced in 
the attachment.

By typing my name, I ,  the  
undersigned, certify that I am signing 
this document as the person whose 
signature is required, or as agent of 
the person(s) whose signature would 
be required who has authorized 
me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. I 
further certify that I have completed 
all required fields, and that the 
information in this document is true 
and correct and in compliance with 
the applicable chapter of Minnesota 
Statutes. I understand that by signing 
this document I am subject to the 
penalties of perjury as set forth in 
Section 609.48 as if I had signed this 
document under oath.

SIGNED BY: Matthew Anderson
MAILING ADDRESS: None 

Provided
EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: 

mncharliebrown@hotmail.com 
Work Item 1314141800021
Original File Number  
1314141800021
STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

OF STATE FILED
05/17/2022 11:59 PM
Steve Simon
Secretary of State R10-11C

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CLOVER

PRECINCT NUMBER 0020
MAIL BALLOT ELECTION

August 9, 2022 Primary Election
The Clearwater County Auditor-

Treasurer will conduct the August 
9, 2022 Primary Election for the 
Township of Clover, precinct number 
0020 by mail ballot.

The Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer will mail ballots to all 
registered voters in this Township 
between 14 and 46 days before the 
Election.  Each voter registered by 
the 21st day before the Election will 
be mailed a ballot.  All ballots must 
be returned to the County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office, either by mail, in 
person or by designated agent, no 
later than 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Each eligible voter who is NOT 
registered may apply for a ballot 
from the County Auditor-Treasurer’s 
Office.  Any voter who will be absent 

from the precinct may apply to 
receive the Absentee Ballot at a 
temporary address.  Applications 
are available in the County Auditor-
Treasurer’s Office.

Ballots will be counted at the 
County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day.

Inquiries about Mail Elections 
should be directed to the office of the 
Clearwater County Auditor-Treasurer.  
Regular office hours are 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, 
phone 694-6520 or write:

Clearwater County 
Auditor-Treasurer
213 Main Ave N Dept 202
Bagley, MN 56621-8304

Allen L. Paulson
Clearwater County 

Auditor-Treasurer
R10C
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Leader-Record papers 
available at many loca-
tions including online

Clearbrook: Y92 Con-
venience Store, Bakkens 
Market, Thrifty White 
Drug

Gully: Gully Cafe
Leonard: Strands Gro-

cery Store
Bagley: Ortons, Ku-

biak's, Galen's, Bagley 
Co-op, 

Red Lake: Red Lake 
Foods

Gonvick: Northern 
Bait and Convenience, 
Leader-Record office 
Richards Publishing

And Online! Go to 
www.TriCoCanary.
com

From Lynn Handy Turenne
When I’m ironing, baking 

or working in my yard I often 
daydream about my wonderful 
childhood and the relatives, 
friends and neighbors who 
live in my memories. Most ev-
eryone who lived in or around 
Trail shared similar lives. We 
survived without telephones, 
electricity, running water, bath-
rooms and the use of cars in 
winter. It was a difficult life 
for adults but for a child it was 
magical. There was only one day 
I did not like-Butchering day 
and the rendering of lard.  The 
best loved days were “thresh-
ing” day and the Fosston fair.  I 
can only remember one time of 
“true envy” and that was when 
Paul Grover had bubble lights 
on his Christmas tree.

In the fall, cellars were 
crammed with canned fruits, 
pickles, vegetables, potatoes, 
carrots and squash. Until the 
locker plant was built our meat 
was kept frozen in crocks on our 
porch. In summer, our hams 
and bacon were wrapped in 
cheesecloth and buried in the 
oats. (Why?) Our cream was 
kept cool in a pail dropped into 
the pit of the well.  We got a gas 
Servel refrigerator when I was 
about 10 but the REA didn’t 
run power lines for electricity 
until around 1947 or 1948.  We 
had 2 lamps.  One, and Aladdin 
lamp had a filament wick.  If it 
started to turn black we sprin-
kled salt down the chimney.  
The other was a plain kerosene 
lamp with a regular wick. We 
all loved to read and play games 
but we evidently went to bed 
pretty early.

Robert and I were respon-
sible for filling the wood box 
from our HUGE woodpile. Sel-
vin Christopherson brought his 
rig in the fall to saw the wood.  
We were pretty young when we 
were allowed to split the wood 
to size.

There were few nights in 
winter that Robert and I didn’t 
go sled riding. We’d stay out 
until our fingers and toes were 
nearly frozen.  We’d munch on 
popcorn (which we grew) or 
hazel nuts (that we picked), 
crackers and sardines or dad 
would have some cheese “gunna 
lost” that the rest of us hated.  
We had a woodstove in the 
kitchen that had a water res-
ervoir and a woodstove in the 
small living room. There was 
no heat upstairs except what 
came through the register.  
Mom wrapped sad irons for our 
feet and in the mornings we’d 
run downstairs to dress by the 
oven door.  

In the fall after harvest, we 
looked forward to our box from 
Montgomery Ward or Sears.  
Our snowsuits, overshoes, long 
underwear (ugh) long stock-
ings and miscellaneous school 
clothes were enclosed. During 
the war I remember the garter 
belt for the hateful long stock-
ings had NO elastic.  I especially 
hated the long underwear be-
cause Sophie Rolf did not have 
to wear them but Grandma 
Handy assured me of lifelong 
rheumatism if I didn’t.

One of our favorite chores 
was taking lunch to Daddy. No 
matter what it was we loved 
it. He was always willing to 
share and nothing was better 
than sipping coffee off the lid of 
the lunch pail. A close second 
was running barefoot on the 
black dirt of the plow furrows 
or riding in his lap once around 
the field.

Many summer days were 
filled with beneficial activity.  
We helped haul rocks on the 
“stone boat” picked mustard at 
1 cent each, picked pin cherries, 
chokecherries and hazel nuts.  
We trapped pocket gophers at 
25 cents each. One time we 
brought the same gopher 3 
days in a row.  We’d go after the 
cows, wash eggs and “cock” the 
hay. Neither Robert or I ever 
learned to Shock bundles that 
would stand up.

I remember helping get the 
brooder house ready for the 
baby chicks that came in a big 
box to the post office.  We loved 
the fall evening when we’d catch 
the hens and run them to the 
freshly whitewashed chicken 
coop.  Lynda’s first attempt to 
help went awry when she put 
the chicken down on the ground 
to open the door.  

I recall our excitement when 
cherries and watermelon came 
on sale at the store in sum-
mer.  It seems winter was more 
severe when I was a child and 
not long after the first snow 
our car was put away until the 
frost went out in the spring. Our 
horses, Dan and Dolly and later 
May and June pulled our sleigh 
and Trail was our ultimate des-
tination. We would beg Daddy 
to braid their tails and put bells 
on their harness. Cream days 
were Tuesdays and Thursdays 
in the winter so we had a ride 
to school.  We’d ride the runner 
and the deep snow would swipe 
our feet off and we’d be dragged 
on our stomachs until our arms 
couldn’t hold us anymore. The 

horses were so hyped Daddy 
had a hard time stopping them 
as we ran to catch up.  When 
we turned the corner at Henry 
Lunds, the horses knew they 
were close to a rest and re-
ally turned it on. We came into 
school rosy cheeked and covered 
in snow.  The teacher said  “ I 
hope you never forget this won-
derful memory!” and I haven’t.

On the days we walked we 
would go straight to Grandma’s 
and she would help unwrap us 
and warm our feet in the oven.  
If a blizzard came up we knew 
we were to stay at her house.  
She was not a bundle of laughs 
but she always made us feel 
welcome. I am so sorry I never 
questioned her about her early 
years. She was a very strong, 
remarkable lady.   

After supper, Robert and I 
immediately ran over to the 
Grovers to play with Paul, just 
one house away.  I would sit 
in agony, listening to the clock 
tick, watching Grandma read 
her Bible by a 60 watt bulb, 
trying to muster the courage 
to say I was going to Pauls too.  
When I finally got the nerve, I’d 
run to Aunt Lizzies who always 
welcomed me with a hug and 
a smile. Her house smelled of 
wonderful baked bread and 
cookies.

Overnights at Grandma’s are 
filled with memories of Phyllis 
Mohn, Paul, Elaine and Donnie 
Nordlund and Robert. We would 
slide down the creamery hill for 
hours. It seemed so steep and 
now it looks so gentle.  The night 
I spent with Phyllis she jumped 
in her father’s lap and begged 
him to light the fireplace, the 
first I’d seen!  He did, but forgot 
to open the damper and filled 
the house with smoke.  

Phyllis had 2 older sisters 
and a brother, Newton. She 
took me “Trick or Treating” one 
Halloween. Her family owned 
the Hardware Store. If I remem-
ber right he had a glass sided 
hearse that some boys dragged 
up by the church on Halloween 
night.  Their store sadly burned 
down.

I was born on March 10, 
1935 during a blizzard. My 
uncle Ken went after the mid 
wife, Mrs. Len Olson, with the 
horses and sleigh.  I joined my 
parents and 2 year old brother 
Robert. My sister Lynda, is 8 
and a half years younger than 
me and mom said when she told 
us about the new baby Robert 
danced around and said it was 
his happiest day.  Our farm was 
1 ½ miles south of Trail, had a 
distinctive round barn and the 
best sledding hills in the area.

Robert started school the 
fall of 1939 and I remember be-
ing bereft and missing my only 
playmate.  This is my very first 
memory.  The school had yearly 
declamation contests. Robert 
was in 2nd grade so I must have 
been five.  I don’t know how 
the entrants were chosen but I 
think it was one child from each 
class. Paul Grover, who recited 
“My Pal Joey” was chosen from 
2nd grade. Therefore, Robert 
was eliminated.  It was very 
sad. Then, either Joyce Melbo 
became ill or didn’t want to com-
pete and they allowed Robert to 
take her place. I can remember 
it so vividly.  He wore a little 
tweed suit and he kept his hand 
in his pocket holding a rabbits 
foot. His declam was humorous 
“Ma, Baby Brother is on the 
Roof.”  He won first!!

I began school the fall of 
1941. My first grade teacher 
was Miss Behnke.  There were 
4 grades on the left hand side 
of the school and 4 grades of   
“big kids” on the right. In be-
tween was an office and library 
equipped with a mimeograph 
machine that ran off copies of 
our tests.

During school carnivals, 
Christmas programs, school re-
citals etc a sliding door between 
the rooms could be opened to 
make one large room.

Miss Rosalind Sederberg 
was my 2ndgrade teacher.  She 
was a friend of my moms from 
Lengby so I anticipated pref-
erential treatment. I remem-
ber complaining that Howard 
Flateland had taken my swing 
and she told me to stop being a 
tattle tale. 

 I had absolutely no musical 
talent but I was unaware of 
that. The school had a rhythm 
band and I so badly wanted to 
play the sticks or the triangle.  
Instead I was forced to play 
the clogs or bells. In this one 
wonderful program that had an 
Irish dance (that I thought I was 
perfect at) the lead was given 
to Sophie Rolf. Fortunately, I 
could talk and generally got 
pretty good speaking parts. My 
brother, Robert, played a little 
red, white and blue bugle with a 
group.  Mom used it to call us for 
supper when we were rambling 
the farm.

During recess, in the win-
ter, we’d bundle up and spend 
the hour sliding down the hill 
behind the school.  All after-
noon we’d smell the wet mit-
tens drying on the radiators.  

There was a building behind 
the school where they stored 
the covers for the bus sleds. In 
the spring, there was hopscotch, 
jump rope, marbles and softball.  
The playground had swings and 
a “giant slide.” I’ve never seen 
another one but it was great 
fun. I remember Sanford An-
derson broke his collar bone on 
the slide. Since the school had 
no phone and his parents prob-
ably didn’t either, the teacher 
sent him home, walking! Can 
you imagine the lawsuit today?

It was always a thrill when 
a new kid would start school.  
When the ranch west of Trail 
was formed we had a family 
named Habedank move in. The 
families of Voltz, Loiland, Peter-
son, Lies and Richard Breving 
all came during my elementary 
days in Trail. One boy named 
George Johnston was said to 
ride his pony to the bus stop.  
During a vicious blizzard he 
spent 2 days with the Grovers.  
I’m sure his mother worried 
about his safety. She brought 
Aunt Lizzy mutton in apprecia-
tion for keeping him.

Our lives revolved around 
the church and school. Ladies 
Aid day and the great lunches, 
Luther League and the wonder-
ful Christmas programs. We all 
received a bag of candy and pea-
nuts. We’d also “draw” names 
and exchange inexpensive gifts 
with the other children. My Dad 
told us a poignant story several 
years before he died.  He went to 
Eden school and some parents 
would bring a small gift for 
their children to open after their 
name was called. He bought a 
comb for 5 cents and wrapped 
it with his own name on it.  The 
biggest church event was the 
fall dinner and bazaar,  It was a 
big money maker for the church 
and the dinner was wonderful.  
One sad event occurred when I 
was very young.  Melvin Dahl, 
who owned the local grocery 
store and my uncle Duffie Dahl 
had wonderful voices and we 
loved to hear them sing.  Melvin 
was the bazaar auctioneer and 
he suffered a heart attack and 
died that evening. His funeral 
was huge as he was much loved.

We were even excused from 
school for an hour every week 
for bible study. One Halloween 
Elaine Nordlund came to bible 
study with polish on her nails.  
Rev. Arneson took a pocket 
knife to scrape it off and cut 
through her nail!! Of course, 
she ran home and Mr. Nord-
lund came storming over to the 
church. Rev. Arneson was not 
above parking his car in Trail 
on Saturday nights to see if any 
of his confirmants dared show 
their faces at the dance hall 
and then mention it in church 
the next day. I remember he got 
married while he was our minis-
ter and I think had a little boy.

Trail was a busy little town, 
especially on Saturday nights 
when the farmers came to 
“trade”. Most wives had eggs 
they sold in exchange for grocer-
ies.  It was a big thrill for us kids 
if we ever got “bought” bread 
or cookies. While our parents 
visited, us kids would run wild 
with the town kids. I seem to 
remember an ice house near 
where the restaurant is now.  Is 
that possible?  I remember bank 
day at the post office and the ho-
tel that Aunt Minnie and Uncle 
Duffie ran when I was very 
young. It seemed so big at the 
time.  Everyone ate at the same 
large table. The school teachers, 
the section crew and the local 
business people kept it busy. I 
remember Johnnie Moy’s sta-
tion across from the hall, Juel 
Lambert’s tavern, the creamery 
and Newton’s blacksmith shop.  
The farmers kept him busy with  
“emergency” repairs.  If we were 
in town during the day we’d run 
to the depot to wave at the train 
crew when they passed through 
at 4 o’clock.

The town families I remem-
ber either had children in school 
or went to our church. I remem-
ber a boy named Marvin Nelson 
who lived above Mohn’s store. 
He nearly drowned at our farm 
when he fell through the ice.  
Gust Wibergs children were 
older. Their son Lyman had a 
beautiful voice and often sang 
solos at church. There was a 
Bergh family with 2 pretty 
girls. One was named Gayle.  
The Caswell family included 
Shirley, Richard, Frederick and 
Seldon.  Seldon was Roberts 
age and he and Paul Grover 
were frequently at our place. 
Roaming the farm, they hap-
pened upon the bones of a dead 
horse that they assumed were 
dinosaur bones. Dad pretty 
much agreed with them and 
found a box so they could carry 
then back to Trail to instant 
fame and glory. Needless to 
say my Aunt Lizzie wasn’t too 
happy with my Dad. I remember 
the Gilbert Nelson family, he 
had a brother named Oliver.  
Lloyd and Jeannette Erickson 
and their 2 boys.  The Reit-
ers, Ed Nepper, Ted Hamrey, 
the Wisharts and the Grovers, 
Lorraine, Elaine, Donna and 

Paul. Grandma Handy sold 
her farm to my uncle Art and 
moved to Trail and lived on 
the closest lot to the school and 
the church.  I’ve heard it was a 
Sears Roebuck house and cost 
$500 to build. There were the 
Moy kids and the Nordlunds, 
Elaine, Donnie and a little girl, 
Gloria, born the same year as 
Lynda.  The Art Wiberg family, 
whose son Carl was in Robert’ 
s grade. The Halvorson family 
lived close enough to town to 
qualify as “town kids”. There 
was Raymond, Almor and I 
think Dennis.  The Lia Braatens 
also lived close to town and they 
were talented and mechanically 
inclined. There was Glen, who 
married Phyllis Christopher-
son, Dennis who drove the 
school bus to Gonvick, Milo and 
my classmate Jerry. There was 
a Simonis family and when I 
was older Grandma Sampson 
built a small house near the 
creamery. She was a darling 
sweet religious lady who loved 
to sing Swedish songs in church.  
Once her children convinced 
her to spend a winter out west 
with them. They, like all our 
children, tried to overhaul her 
appearance. She would come to 
visit Grandma who naturally 
had to comment on her tiny bit 
of rouge. She also had earrings 
that she put on backwards.  
She told me she came to visit 
Grandma because “Mrs. Handy 
is so old, you know.” I think they 
were very close in age.  Every-
one loved her.

Then, there were the Chris-
tophersons. Helmer was our 
mailman. He got the very first 
new car after the war. A blue 
Ford, I think. They were my 
parents best friends and we 
were often together on week-
ends. They would play whist 
while Robert, Darrel, Eva Lee 
and I ran wild and tried to 
think of reasons why we had to 
stay overnight with each other.  
On one occasion Darrel and I 
both got sick in school during 
a mumps epidemic. Mavis said 
she may as well take me along 
as I’d probably get the mumps 
also.  I did-20 years later!  I also 
remember, for some reason, 
that Helmer and Ed Nepper 
took me to Fosston to have a 
tooth pulled.  I assume we were 
snowed in but I don’t know how 
they got the word or where I 
got the courage to go alone to 
the dentist. All the way home, 
I struggled with a mouthful of 
blood unable or too shy to say 
anything. They were so busy 
talking they didn’t notice my 
discomfort.

World War II began the 
December I was in first grade 
so I have very vivid memories.  
The church had a board with all 
the local boys names on it and 
most windows had the flag with 
stars.  I remember rationing, V 
mails, paper drives, scrap metal 
drives, saving lard and tin foil.  
Little boys very often wore mili-
tary type clothes.

Both Mom and Mavis had 7 
brothers and one sister. Mom 
had 4 brothers in service and I 
think Mavis had 5. Tragically, 
one of Mavis’ brothers, who was 
a pilot, was killed and another 
wounded. Ruby Sampson’s 
brother was lost on the Bataan 
death march. I remember every-
one’s joy when the war ended.

After the war, Arne Berg 
built his store. He loved to fish 
and raised beautiful Labrador 
dogs. He hired me to work the 
summer I was 12 for $12/week.  
When he’d go to the restaurant 
for lunch I’d literally cram my-
self with junk-ice cream bars, 
pop and candy of all kinds. I’m 
sure his profits took a dive when 
I worked there. He tried to teach 
me to “Candle” eggs but I never 
learned.

We had wonderful neighbors 
but ironically 4 of them were 
bachelors so we had few country 
playmates. There was Aanon 
Qualley who sold his farm to 
Norris and Leona Brekke.  Nor-
ris owned the threshing rig that 
harvested our crops.

Sam Quarness was a dear 
gentle man who always had a 
supply of pink peppermints.  
He, along with Fred Sampson, 
often played whist with mom 
and dad during the long winter 
evenings. He sold his farm to 
the Reverend Lies and built a 
small house next to Sand Val-
ley Church. The Lies had a big 
family with Harold, 3 beautiful 
girls-Lydia, Thora and Rachel, 
and Paul, who was my age, still 
at home.  Paul had a pony, Judy, 
that he shared with us.

Fred Sampson lived across 
the hills from us and he was 
our friend and helper all the 
days of my memory. He could 
fix most anything, helped with 
butchering, castrating the pigs 
and drove a small green coupe 
with a rumble seat.  We loved 
it when he offered us a ride and 
would patiently get out to open 
it for us.

Gunder Moy was Roberts 
special friend. He fixed clocks 
and bought muskrat, mink and 
weasel pelts. One winter my 
dad caught 100 muskrat and in 
the evening he would skin and 
stretch them on little boards.  I 
think he got $1 a pelt.

We had the Mike Agnes fam-
ily, my uncle Art Handy and 

Sigurd and Ella Melbo, another 
aunt and uncle.  Emma Nyland 
eventually bought her parents 
farm. My beloved uncle Larry 
Emerson lived with the Melbo’s 
and I still remember the joy 
of him coming to visit every 
Sunday.

There was the Olson’s who 
had a son Jimmy and a girl 
Bettie. They moved out west 
when I was small. I think Mrs. 
Olson was a Sampson. The 
Marvin Tennesends moved to 
that place. The Sam Sampson’s 
had 2 boys Rodney and Richard.  
They moved to Fargo and John-
nie Flateland bought their farm.  
Their children were Marvin, 
Jonie and Adeline. There was 
the Enoch Sampson family and 
Ruby and Herb Sampson who 
had a pretty farm on Breeze 
Lake. Her niece Anna Marie 
came to stay in the summers.

The Orvold’s owned the farm 
that Thor and Ann Lund bought 
and Lyle now owns. The Or-
vold’s had a girl named Rose-
mary and we walked home from 
school together. It happened 
they had a new road graded into 
their farm that Rosemary was 
very proud of.  I was determined 
not to mention it. Anyway the 
Rolf’s home had burned the 
previous day and I said it was 
so sad. Rosemary replied that 
it sure would be terrible if their 
road caught on fire! Henry 
and Myrtle Lund lived on the 
next farm and Weber’s lived 
where Anthony and Virginia 
live today.

There was Alvin and Kath-
ryn Paulson, the Monty’s and 
Clarence Huff, who tragically 
hung himself. I remember old 
Grandma Lund and old Mr. 
and Mrs. Paulson. I remember 
Schmunks.  I think they had one 
boy who married and moved to 
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California. His family was on 
the Groucho Marks TV show 
because they had 2 sets of twins 
and a set of triplets.

Beverly Stenvold was in 
Roberts class and I spent sev-
eral overnights at her house.  
Their house had electricity and 
bathroom. Mrs. Stenvold was a 
dear lady and they had a beau-
tiful farm home. Beverly had 2 
older brothers, Talmadge and 
Richard.  Mrs. Stenvold’s sister 
Hulda also lived with them.

I remember when Vernon 
Hovelsrud came home with his 
pretty wife, Lorena, and her 
daughter Arvilla. For the first 
time, Eva Lee Christopherson 
had a classmate.

I remember Knute and Etta 
Flateland and their boys How-
ard and Ordean and Lynda’s 
classmate, Kathleen. I remem-
ber Clarence, Charles, Ber-
nice and Marcella Agnes and 
Deloris and Lucille Homme. 
I think there were a couple 
younger Agnes boys-one named 
Ernest.  I was especially close 
to Patsy Lund and remember 
she always had beautiful curls.

I remember the printed flour 
sacks that were washed and 
saved to make pajamas, table 
clothes and aprons.  I remem-
ber the “good” year when we 
got our 1948 blue Plymouth. 
I remember going to see the 
movie “Gone with the Wind” 
in Oklee. We loved the movie 
but Aunt Lizzie felt they did 
not need to use bad language. 
“Frankly my dear, I don’t give 
a damn.” Tickets for children 
cost 11 cents.

But mostly I remember 
wonderful, hard working people 
who loved their neighbors and 
children and gave us a child-
hood of unsurpassed joy.

Happy Birthday 
Holst Township
Holst was originally orga-

nized on April 18, 1899 as Silver 
Creek township. However since 
another town in Minnesota al-
ready existed with that name, 
a new name had to be selected. 
The township board sent in 
three names: Bexell, Silverton 
and Aneby. The county commis-
sioners were to select a name 
from those three. Nearly a year 
later a letter was received from 
the Beltrami county auditor 
(remember Clearwater county 
didn’t exist yet) stating that 
the town should be called Holst. 
There is some speculation that 
the letter that contained the 
names selected by the township 
was probably lost so the auditor 
just picked a name at random. 
H.J. Holst was the township 
clerk, so the name was one the 
auditor was familiar with. 

There was a Holst Post of-
fice for just a couple of years, 
between 1903 and 1905. It was 
discontinued and the mail was 
then delivered from Bagley. 

Photo is H.J. Holst.
H.J. Holst
Hans J. Holst was one of 

Clearwater’s earliest settlers. 
He died in 1933, at the young 
age of 64. His obituary paints 
a glowing picture of a man who 
had no enemies, worked hard, 
and was honest and a friend to 
all. H.J. was a resident of Holst 
Township since 1898, was the 
secretary of Farmers Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company for 
29 years. He was the second 
sheriff of Clearwater, being 
appointed after the first sheriff 
Swan Torkelson was removed 
from office. H.J. was elected 
to a second term. It was noted 

Clearwater County
Historical Society

that he “conducted the office in 
a very efficient manner for the 
remainder of the first term and 
was elected to a second term.”
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Surviving Mex 1 - Part 2 
This article is written from 

two perspectives – a first timer 
(Consuela) and a veteran of 
multiple trips (Poncho).

From Gully, MN by Dolly 
Lindstrom

Loretto is the oldest city in 
the Baja established in 1698 
by the Jesuits.  This is where 
I had my first fish taco at El 
Rey Tacos.  It was delicious.  
This restaurant is considered 
to be the best for fish tacos in 
the Baja.  The El Rey has an 
interesting way of doing busi-
ness.  They have no established 
days or hours but as soon as 
they open up, the restaurant is 
full.  They sometimes go days 
without opening.  When they do 
open, they stay open until they 
run out of fish.

Our last stop was Puerto 
Escondido considered the best 
port on the Sea of Cortez.  To 
get there, you drive one mile off 
Mex 1 towards the Sea of Cor-
tez.  There are wild burros won-
dering across the road.  There 
is a sign posted that says “The 
Jackass Bites”….and  they do.

Puerto Escondido is a mod-
ern marina with many yachts 
and sailboats.  To the west, 

you see the Sierra Gigalates 
Mountains.  If you look up, you 
see three rock formations that 
look like gorilla heads.  The 
locals say these gorillas guard 
the harbor. 

John Steinbeck stayed here 
for a while when he wrote the 
Log of the Sea of Cortez.  The 
book is incredibly boring but 
there is a canyon here called 
Steinbeck canyon.  This canyon 
provides a great hike and if you 
are lucky, you might see desert 
sheep.

Poncho – Puerto Escondido 
has an interesting history.  It 
hosts a large salt water harbor 
that also has a good source of 
fresh water coming out of the 
mountains.  Even though the 
harbor is large, there is a very 
narrow, shallow entrance.  Any 
large boats can only enter at 
extreme high tide and even 
then, it can be dangerous.  De-
velopment in this area started 
in 1980.  

In the 1970’s, recreational 
sail boating changed.  What was 
once a rich man’s sport, became 
available to a lot of people.  New, 
inexpensive methods were used 
to build boats out of fiberglass, 
wood and even cement.  A new 
group of sailors were created 
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by Hospice of the Red 
River Valley

Music is a big part of Gene 
Okerlund’s life. He performed 
at his alma mater Concordia 
College, spent most of his ca-
reer teaching music and in arts 
administration, and performs 
in big bands, master chorale, 
church choir, brass quintet 
and others.

But some of his most impact-
ful experiences with music are 
through one-on-one visits with 
hospice patients as a volunteer 
with Hospice of the Red River 
Valley. “Music is one of the last 
things that leaves our soul,” 
Gene said.

Gene noticed the impact of 
music on his first visit as a hos-
pice volunteer. He was paired 
with a patient in a facility who 
was prone to outbursts. Gene 
pulled up a chair and started 
playing music.

“She calmed right down,” 
Gene said. “I visited her for 
seven or eight months. She 
never spoke a word, but she 
would reach out and squeeze my 
arm. Every time I left, I would 
think ‘as a hospice volunteer 
you really receive a whole lot 
more than you give.’”

Gene has been volunteering 
with Hospice for more than 
eight years. He admits being 
nervous at first meeting people 
who are nearing the end of life. 
The worries quickly faded.

“There’s always a little bit of 
apprehension because you don’t 
know how they are going to 
respond,” Gene said. “But after 
my first experience, I realized 
there was nothing to fear.”

Gene has many examples 
where someone reacted to his 
music:

The 90-year-old military 
veteran at a skilled nursing 
facility who, after a series of 
patriotic songs, told Gene how 
he survived the sinking of the 
USS Arizona in Pearl Harbor.

The patient who had diffi-
culty communicating but kept 
gesturing to Gene as he set up 
and played a few songs before 
a nurse entered the room with 
the patient’s hearing aids.

A 107-year-old who lived 
on a farm with her 86-year-
old daughter and would end 
each song with an enthusiastic 
“Amen.”

Gene’s own brother-in-law 
who was otherwise unrespon-
sive the day he died, but smiled 
when Gene asked, “Should I put 
my guitar away?”—the final 
punchline to an ongoing joke 
between the two.

Another memorable moment 
was singing “Amazing Grace” 
at a memory care facility. Two 
young women came up to Gene 

Hospice Volunteer Makes 
Impact Through Song

with fresh tears on their faces 
following his set. They worked 
at the facility. The resident who 
sat between them had been 
nonverbal for three months 
as they cared for her physical 
needs. The resident had started 
singing along with Gene during 
that performance.

Gene plays many instru-
ments, but his typical visit 
begins by taking out his guitar. 
Sometimes he’ll chat with the 
patient about the song and its 
meaning. “Every song has a 
story to it,” Gene explained.

His favorite song is “What 
a Wonderful World” by Louis 
Armstrong. He loves perform-
ing it, and he even has Arm-
strong’s signature vocal style 
down pat.

“The lyrics talk about so 
much of what we need in this 
world,” he said.

Gene tailors his music to 
each patient’s preferences. 
Some like church hymns. Oth-
ers like Broadway musicals. 
Often, it’s songs they recalled 
from their childhood.

His repertoire thankfully 
included three Hank Williams 
songs for a patient who was 
a fan.

“She simply smiled when I 
was singing his tunes,” Gene 
shared.

Gene was a part of Hospice 
of the Red River Valley’s first 
We Honor Veterans recogni-
tion ceremony, where a patient 
who is a veteran is recognized 
for their military service and 
sacrifices. He led an audience 
of family and friends in singing 
“Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 
The hospice patient was a vet-
eran of World War II.

“Here’s a fellow who spent an 
important part of his life serv-
ing us,” Gene said. “I loved that 
his family was there to support 
the occasion. I don’t think we 
can say ‘thank you’ enough.”

Gene is a four-time cancer 
survivor. He’s learned many 

life lessons from spending time 
with those nearing end-of-life. 
One of the most significant is 
the ability to let go.

“One of the greatest revela-
tions is when I’m sitting with 
someone at the end of their life, 
they have been able to release 
themselves of all the material 
stuff they have been wading 
through all of their lives and are 
focusing on that one thing, and 
that is their transition, some-
times with fear and trepidation, 
and sometimes with peace. But 
they have been able to let go, 
and it’s too bad we have to wait 
until that moment. It’s a blessed 
reminder of where I need to be 
in life,” Gene explained.

Gene has advice for anyone 
who is apprehensive about 
playing music for a hospice 
patient: If music is something 
you love to do, then you have 
a gift to share.

“I don’t think hospice pa-
tients are concerned whether 
you have a great musical voice 
or that you miss a chord,” he 
said. “They just appreciate 
you being there. You make 
a new friend, and the more 
you are with people in these 
circumstances, you learn to 
understand the ‘signals’ and 
how much they are responding 
to the music.”

Gene continues volunteer-
ing, leaving each visit knowing 
it was a valuable moment for 
both. He said that even if a pa-
tient isn’t able to communicate, 
he knows from experience they 
are absorbing the music.

“I think of my parents and 
their message to us that as you 
get older and you have time to 
serve, you serve,” Gene said. 
“I’m fortunate to have music 
to use as a tool. That’s how I 
tell and share my story.”

Whatever your skills and 
interests, there’s a volunteer 
role of you at Hospice of the 
Red River Valley. Visit hrrv.
org to learn more and apply.

and started to come to Puerto 
Escondido.  Most of these people 
had lived through the 60’s, were 
post Vietnam, and some just 
wanted a different way of life.  
Some were looking for adven-
ture, just dropped out or run-
ning away from something.  The 
new, smaller boats could make 
it into the harbor and a sailing 
community was established.

In the mid 1970’s, the Mexi-
can tourist board selected five 
areas for development – Puerto 
Vallarta, Cancun, Cabo San 
Lucas, Ixtapa and Puerto Es-
condido.   In 1980, a French 
company was awarded a 20-
year contract to develop Puerto 
Escondido.  The plan started 
out with a grand design.  They 
started out building a hotel, fuel 
station, a sea wall and other fa-
cilities made of concrete.  Unfor-
tunately, they used salt water 
to mix cement with rebar.  In a 
short time, everything started 
to fall apart.  Salt destroyed the 
rebar.   To make matters worse, 
the left-over money was stolen.  

By 1990, the project was 
nick named the modern day 
ruins.   The French were able 
to keep the contract as long 
as there was an improvement 
made every year.  Every year, 
the French made sure one light 
pole was painted to meet the 

terms of the contract.  
In 2000, the French tried 

to extend the contract and it 
ended up in Mexican court.  The 
French lost.  A newly created 
government agency called Sin-
glar now took over the project.  
The initial project was called 
the nautical stairway.  A metal 
framed building was erected 
and that is all they completed.  
This new project obviously 
ended in failure. 

The Mexican government 
tourist division called Fonatour 
took over the project.  They 
started out by putting one mile 
of light poles from the marina 
all the way to Mex 1.  I under-
stand you could see these bright 
lights from outer space.  They 
didn’t last long as someone 
stole all the wiring.  What also 
made things complicated was 
that the harbor was controlled 
by three different government 
agencies and they couldn’t agree 
on anything.

A private company bought 
the marina in 2015 and made a 
commitment for change.  They 
dredged out the narrow passage 
way to allow for large vessels 
to enter the harbor.  Unfortu-
nately, which was once a port 
for everyone quickly became a 
place for the rich.  Carlos Slim, 
the richest man in Mexico, has 
visited here several times with 
his yacht.  Recently Steven 
Spielberg 285-foot yacht vis-
ited here with the Obamas on 
board.  If you are interested, you 
can rent Spielberg’s yacht for 
$400,000 per week.  I don’t know 
if this includes fuel.  Sadly, the 
days of low budget cruising 
is coming to an end in Puerto 
Escondido.

Consuela – After staying in a 
nice Tripui Hotel near the jack-
ass sign, we were back on Mex 
1.  We were going up a steep 
switched back grade called the 
lugui grade.  We were again 
high up above the Sea of Cortez.  
We drove west for one hour 
and took a side road off Mex 1 
for 20 miles.  We were now in 
the Village of LaPez Mateo on 
the Pacific Ocean.  In this bay, 
every year the California grey 
whales swim here from the 
Arctic Ocean in Alaska to have 
their baby calves. They arrive 
in January and stay until mid-
March.  In the narrow bay, the 
cows and calves become very 
friendly.  You can hire a ponga 
boat (Mexican fishing boat) to go 
out and see the whales.  There 
is no harassing the whales al-
lowed.  Sometimes the friendly 
whales come right up to the 
boat and you can touch them. I 
touched one!  On another boat, 
I saw a biology teacher kiss a 
whale.

By mid-March, the calves 
have become strong and fast 
enough and are ready for the 
trip back to the Artic.  They 
must be strong and fast because 
killer whales (Orcas) are await-
ing outside the sandbar in the 
bay.  They could eat a weak calf.

After that experience, we 
were back on Mex 1 heading for 
La Paz.  La Paz has possibly the 
best Malacan in all of Mexico.  
The Malacan is a combination 
of beach, sidewalk, road and 
store fronts that surround the 
bay. The town has a history of 
pirates and was once known for 
its abundance if black pearls.

There are five marinas in La 
Paz along with many sailboats 
anchored.  There are many 
amazing restaurants on the 
Malacan.  We had a huge sea-
food combination dinner that 

could have fed four.  During 
the meal, we were serenaded 
by a four-piece mariachi band.  
We finished the night sipping 
margaritas and watching the 
sunset over the bay.  Couldn’t 
be more perfect.

The next day we were back 
on Mex 1.  We were back in the 
mountains and drove through 
the old mining town 
of El Truffo.  The 
Walmart family is 
currently restoring 
this area.

From El Truffo, 
we drove east to 
Cabo Pulmo.  This 
is a Mexican Na-
tional Park that 
has the only liv-
ing reef  on the 
west coast north 
of South America.  
We wanted to go 
snorkeling but the 
wind was howling.  
It was unsafe to go 
in the water.  I have 
been told that Jesse 
Ventura and his 
wife live here.

At the south end 
of Mex 1, we ar-

rived at Cabo San Lucas.  This is 
a metropolis with expensive ho-
tels, restaurants, bars, beaches 
and a lot of people. Our Mex 1 
adventure was over.

Driving the entire length of 
Mex 1 was outstanding…. beau-
tiful, sometimes terrifying but 
certainly worth the drive and 
experience.  
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Congratulations and Best of Luck From...

CommenCement

Co-Valedictorian 
Salutatorian 

Highest Honors 
High Honors 

Honors 

Anderson Disposal, Clearbrook
B & M Supply, Clearbrook

Bakken’s Market, Clearbrook
Border Bank, Clearbrook

Choice Therapy, Gonvick & Bagley
City of Clearbrook

City of Gonvick
Clearbrook Electric

Clearbrook Elevator Association
Clearwater Plumbing & Heating, Gonvick
Clearwater-Polk Electric Co-op, Bagley

Community Oil Inc., Clearbrook
DaRoo’s Pizza, Clearbrook

Dyrdahl Construction, Leonard & Bagley
Garden Valley Technologies, Erskine
Gustafson & Goudge, Clearbrook

Headwaters Mutual Insurance Co., Bemidji
Home at Heart Care, Clearbrook

Invest Forward, Bagley
Main Street Service, Gonvick

North Central Feed Products, Gonvick & Brooks
North Country Hardware, Clearbrook

North Star Pest Control, Leonard
Northdale Oil Company, Gonvick

Northern Bait & Convenience, Gonvick
Northern State Bank, Gonvick

Piper’s Inn, Clearbrook
Reichert Saddlery & Farm Supply, Leonard
Riviana Foods, Clearbrook • 218-776-3118

Strand Store, Leonard
The Leader-Record, Gonvick

Town & Country Car Wash, Clearbrook
Winsor Products, Gonvick

Jayden Bergerson 

 Annabell Phillips 

 Laytn Maruska

 Carlie Coulter Jesse Bjerke

 Maci Wagner  Brian Walser Jr

 Callie Sumner

 Shayla Baker 

 Jordan Colsen

 Gryphon Riley 

 Brett Vettleson

 Thomas Straabe 

 Sam Wishard 

Kelsey Johnson   Keenan Jones

 Justyce Auginash

 John DeVries   Ella Engen 

 Aiden Churness 

 Emma Rude 

 Alissa Thomas

 Lane Cadreau 

 Kyle Gerlofs

Kaylee Westrum 

Chantelle Kusick 

 Isaiah Risland

 Theodore Tollefson

 Alise Sargent

 Jayna Tronnes 

McKenzie Weems 

 Malaina Hartwig   Dana Melby 

 Jensen Engberg   Danielle Faldet 

 Evan Peldo

 Tyler Erickson

Bianca Sather

Clearbrook-Gonvick
2022 2022 GRADUATESGRADUATES

Saturday, May 28
2:00 PM

Clearbrook Gonvick School


