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David and Sandy Knutson named
Red River Valley Outstanding Leaders

By Darlene Sawyer

Farmers Independent

David and Sandy Knutson
of rural Clearbrook have been
named Clearwater County’s Red
River Valley Outstanding Lead-
ers (formerly Valley Farmer and
Homemaker) for 2020, according
to Al Paulson of the Clearwater
County Fair Board. The award
is from the Red River Valley
Development Association, of
which Clearwater County is
a member. The award will be
presented to the Knutsons on
March 28 at the University of
Minnesota-Crookston.

David Knutson, 73, is a life-
long farmer from Leon Township
near Clearbrook. He was the son
of Carl and Mabel Knutson and
has one sister, Karen Cook, in
Waverly, Minn. David is a 1965
graduate of Clearbrook High
School. He noted, “I did not par-
ticipate in any extra-curricular
activities in high school because
I was needed to help with chores
at home.” However, by the age
of 20, he did own a small herd of
beef cattle which he had helped
raise.He attended the Wahpeton
School of Science where he stud-
ied plumbing, and then worked
for six years for Northern Pipe-
line, followed by carpenter work
around Clearbrook.

In 1980, David went to North
Dakota where he bought a
Simmental bull and to Canada
where he bought a purebred
heifer. His herd eventually
“calved out” to over 100 cows.
During this time, David started
buying more pasture and hay
land. He also constructed some
cattle sheds and began cross-
breeding Simmental cattle with
Red Angus so he had a good Red
Angus commercial herd. Then
he met Sandy Larson....a friend-
ly, pretty widowed neighbor.

After a brief courtship, Da-
vid and Sandy were married in
1981. They built a new home
on David’s farm. The newlywed
couple also shared fun in riding
a Polaris snowmobile during
the winter. During the summer
they rode their Harley-Davidson
motorcycle to the Black Hills
in South Dakota and took sev-
eral trips to various Wisconsin
sites. Their farm grew to 500
acres on which they raised hay.
Eventually, they retired in 2019
by selling over 60 cows to two
grandsons, and their acres of
land were sold to one neighbor
and three grandsons. Both nod-
ded their heads and smiled,
“That was the best thing.”

According to David, “The
biggest changes in my farm-
ing career have been in animal
genetics and the computerized
farming equipment. As far as
wild animal problems in Leon,
they were non-existent.”

The Knutsons are long-time
members of Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Clearbrook.

David added, “I'm not a mem-
ber of any boards. I've tried to
avoid that! In retirement, I enjoy
watching TV and visiting with
our grandkids. I also enjoy the
cattle shows at the Clearwater
County Fair.”

Sandra (“Sandy”) Knutson
was daughter of Harlan and
Inga Nelson who farmed in
Greenwood Township. Her one
brother is deceased. She gradu-
ated in 1959 from Clearbrook
High School and married Ray
Larson in 1959. They had three
children: John, Kim and Kay.
Sandy and Ray raised both
cattle and grain on a farm in
Leon Township.

Ray passed away unexpect-
edly from a heart attack in 1978.
Sandy and her son John farmed

together until 1981 when she
married David Knutson. She
sold the Larson farm to her son
John and moved to the Knutson
farm. At this time, she began
a 15-year career at the Good
Samaritan Home in Clearbrook
as a general caregiver and as an
assistant in rehabilitation.

She is also known for her
great cooking. She said, “My
favorite thing to cook and to eat
is roast beef with the gravy and
mashed potatoes. It is David’s
favorite meal, too, as well as our
grandkids’. T also like to read a
lot. I love detective stories. The
only technology we have now
is an I-Pad. We check it every
day and keep track of our 12
grandkids and 10 great-grand-
kids. Our great-granddaughter
McKenzie plays basketball and
volleyball for the Clearbrook-
Gonvick Bears.”

The Knutsons don’t travel
much now; however, Sandy’s
favorite tourist place was Wash-
ington, D.C. “I loved the cherry
blossoms and their odor as they
were blooming....We saw all the
statues and memorials, includ-
ing President Kennedy’s grave
at Arlington and the changing
of the guard at Arlington. Both
David and I like old-time coun-
try music.”

Sandy was treasurer for
Leon Township for 34 years
and retired last year. She was a
member of the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church’s WELCA,
and an active parent in 4-H with
the Leon Ramblers 4-H Club
when her children were young.
Her children liked to show
cattle. She still enjoys seeing the
4-H exhibits.

They appreciate the recogni-
tion and thank the people who
nominated them.

Otter Tail Power Company begins switch to energy-
efficient LED street and area lights

Otter Tail Power Company is
upgrading all company-owned
street and area light fixtures in
the community of Gonvick, Min-
nesota, to light-emitting diode
(LED) technology. The company’s
LED tariff and replacement plan,
which the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission approved on
November 30, 2017, closed out all
tariffs for high pressure sodium,
metal halide, and mercury vapor
lighting effective March 1, 2018,
and likely will reduce customer
costs.

Gonvick is one of several cities
in Minnesota planned for a 2020

conversion. “We’re converting
our outdoor lighting systems to
LED technology to enhance the
quality of outdoor lighting service
we provide in the communities
we serve,” said Otter Tail Power
Company Market Planning Man-
ager Jason Grenier. “LEDs are
more energy-efficient, require less
maintenance, and improve light
quality and safety.”

Benefits of upgrading street
and area lighting are numerous

“Otter Tail Power Company
carefully researched and evalu-
ated the feasibility of adopting
LED lighting systems and the
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benefits are numerous,” said
Otter Tail Power Company Se-
nior Commercial and Industrial
Representative Roger Garton.
“By converting to LEDs, the city
of Gonvick will save on average
approximately 40,000 kilowatt
hours per year—the equiva-
lent use of approximately three
homes—and reduce CO2 emis-
sions by nearly 35 tons.”

* Compared to other available
lighting sources, LEDs are more
energy-efficient using about 70

OtterTail

Continued on page 2
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Kitchen at
Clearbrook-

Gonvick

Schools is
Still Open

The coronavirus pandemic
has caused schools to be closed
across the state of Minnesota.
But school kitchens are still
open, providing meals to stu-
dents who are staying home to
learn. Just like students are
learning in different ways from
usual, their school meals are
coming to them in a different
way.

Robin Proffit and her food
service staff at Clearbrook-Gon-
vick Schools are working hard to
provide breakfast and lunches
for their students. They know
many of these children rely on
school meals, not just to keep
them focused for a regular school
day, but also to stay strong and
healthy.

Robin and her staff are
providing free breakfast and
lunches to students ages 0 to 18
in our district who are in need.
Since the kids can’t come to
school, the meals are brought
to the kids. Meals are delivered
twice a week, on Mondays and
Thursdays. Five buses from
Stein’s Bus Service are being
used to transport the food to the
students between the hours of
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

Besides her regular staff,
Robin has some reinforcements-

Danielle Derby and Robin Proffit doing the work at the
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Clearbrook-Gonvick school getting meals ready for delivery.

Photo by School staff folks.

paraprofessionals whose students are now required to stay home.
Together, the Clearbrook-Gonvick food service is preparing 300

meals for each distribution day.

If families have students who need to be signed up to receive
meals, they should contact Robin Proffit. She can be reached at
218-776-3112 ext. 320 or by email at robinp@clearbrook-Gonvick.

k12.mn.us.

Commissioners meet via teleconference
to approve Covid-19 Emergency
Executive Committee recommendations

By Karen Edelbach

When the Clearwater Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners met
on March 31st, it was with sig-
nificant differences from previ-
ous meetings due to the Corona
Virus concerns in the County.
Board Chairman Neal Illies
and Commissioner Mark Titera
were present in the Board room,
along with County Auditor-
Treasurer Allen Paulson. The
remaining three commissioners,
John Nelson, Dean Newland
and Mark Larson were present
using a conference call system,
each announcing their name
and presence at the meeting.

Covid-19 updates dated
March 23, 25, and 26, 2020
from the Emergency Executive
Committee were distributed
showing motions passed by the
committee.

The Committee recom-
mended adding Sheriff Darin
Halverson as a voting member
of the committee, to which all
Commissioners were in favor. A
motion was made and approved
to do so.

Summary of the Updates:

Incident Command: The
Sheriff is the commander and
public information officer. Sher-
iff Darin Halverson has a radio
spot scheduled. Nursing Direc-
tor Marissa Hetlund has a chart
of a plan for a pandemic.

The Sheriff's Office and other
law enforcement offices are ask-
ing the Governor to give a 48-72
hour notice if he orders Shelter
in Place in Minnesota.

Screening and Quarantine
Procedures: If anyone is sick,
they should stay home until
fever free for 24 hours. At this
time, the period for which em-
ployees must quarantine if they
have been in an area that is
infected is 14 days, which may
change.

Staff and anyone who needs
to enter the county buildings
are required to fill out and sign a
screening questionnaire before
entering. This form is on the
intranet site. Employees may
use sick leave if required to
quarantine. Maintenance will
do regular disinfecting in the
entrance area of the courthouse.

Positive Test Steps: Ma-

rissa has a list of steps that
would need to be taken if some-
one tests positive in Clearwater
County. These steps would in-
clude reporting to Department
of Health and tracing where
and whom the person has been
around.

Supplies: Nursing Services
purchased 60 masks from Com-
munity Oil. Digikey is shipping
medical supplies and putting
other business on hold. Re-
quests are being made to B &
M and Team Industries for any
extra masks since they are both
closed now.

Marissa said that people may
be using masks unnecessar-
ily and would like to see them
saved for Hospital staff and
people who need to enter into
people's homes. Hand sanitiz-
ers, gowns, alcohol wipes and
probes for thermometers are on
order, but it is not known how
long it will take to get them.

Marissa is planning to apply
for a grant for health agencies
to help with these costs.

Essential Employees: Al
Paulson said all County employ-
ees are considered essential. A
motion was made and passed
stating that all County employ-
ees are considered essential.

Department Heads have the
authority to temporarily adjust
their staff levels to ensure con-
tinuity of operations.

VPN Access/Working Re-
motely: Virtual Private Net-
work (VPN) access and working
remotely was discussed with IT
Director Stuart Lien. Nine extra
laptops are updated and ready
to use. Department Heads will
decide who can work from home
and give clear direction how to
go about this. His department
will make sure everything is
secure with accessing the net-
work remotely. Normal work-
ing hours will be available to
help people who are working
remotely.

Policy Manual: A policy
manual to address Covid-19
issues and post them on the
intranet site. At the beginning
of the policy it states, "This is
a fluid situation and subject to
change."

Family First Response

Act: Al Paulson informed the
Committee that effective April
2, 2020, the Federal Govern-
ment passed that employees
taking time off for Covid-19 will
get 80 hours of sick leave given
to them for this purpose. Private
businesses will be reimbursed,
the Counties will not.

He stated that employees will
have to use their own sick leave
or vacation for this order. The
80 hours under the Family First
Response Act is only for employ-
ees required to quarantine.

Probation Procedures:
Sara Ubel discussed these.
Enhanced probationers will be
permitted to see their proba-
tion agent at this time, and will
go through a screening process
before meeting with their agent.

Court Procedures: Vern
Wittenburg, Al Rogalla and
Candace Coulter discussed court
procedures. They will be similar
to probation procedures includ-
ing screening at the door and
escorting up to the courtroom.

Union Negotiations for
March 27 were cancelled.

Board Chair called for a mo-
tion to accept the committee
minutes and all motions the
committee had made as if the
Board had made them. A mo-
tion was made by Commissioner
Mark Titera and seconded by
Commissioner Dean Newland
to that effect, and was passed
unanimously by the commis-
sioners.

Highway Department:
Dan Sauvé said his department
is between seasons right now.
There is work to do but wants
to keep all of the operators from
being at work at the same time.
It was suggested that half of the
workers take a week off, then
the other half take the next
week off so they will not all be
at work at the same time.

Assessor Jamie Freeman
said boards are coming up and
that most counties are setting
up virtual boards. IT Depart-
ment will use conference calling
for it.

In the future, County Board
meetings may be done with all
present via the conference call
system, and having a roll call
at the beginning.

Attention Clearwater County Veterans:

Lindsey Lamwers

Clearwater County

Veteran Service Officer

Phone: 218-694-6618

E-mail: lindsey.lamwers@
co.clearwater.mn.us

Governor Walz signed Ex-
ecutive Order 20-01: Declaring
a Peacetime Emergency and
Coordinating Minnesota’s Strat-
egy to Protect Minnesotans from
COVID-19. Within this bill 6.2
million dollars were allocated to
provide assistance to Veterans
and their families that are ad-
versely affected by the closures.

Applicants for funds must ap-
ply and show a financial loss on or
after March 13, 2020 due to the

closures. There are two different
grants to consider:

1)$1,000 Disaster Relief Grant

2)$3,000 COVID-19 Special
Needs Grant

Eligibility:

1)A Veteran as defined by MN
Statute 197.447, or the surviving
spouse (who has not remarried)
of a deceased veteran and

2)A Minnesota Resident, and

3)Have been negatively finan-
cially impacted by COVID-19

Applications will be accepted
starting 04/06/2020

How to Apply:

$1,000 Disaster Relief Grant:

1)Download the application
via MDVA’s website at https://

MinnesotaVeteran.org/CovidRe-
lief

2)Self-Submit to the MN
GI Bill portal via https://gibill.
mn.gov

3)You may also apply by con-
tacting your CVSO- contact infor-
mation for Minnesota is: https://
www.macvso.org/find-a-cvso.html

$3,000 COVID-19 Special
Needs Grant:

Assistance Can Be Requested
For: Rent/Mortgage/Contract for
Deed, Security Deposits, Property
Taxes, Home Repairs (related to
habitability), Utility Bills, Medi-

Veterans..
Continued on page 2



Community
Calendar
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Elim Mission

Friends Meeting

The Elim Mission Friends
meeting for Thursday, April 9th
is CANCELLED.

The Clearwater
Trails Snowmobile

Club will not meet!

The Clearwater Trail Blaz-
ers Snowmobile Club will not
be meeting due to all the things
going on right now, we will
meet on May 12th at 7:30pm at
the clubhouse in Leonard. The
trails are closed as of April 1st,
2020. We have postponed our
Landowners Dinner that we
had setup at the last meeting.
No newsletter will be going out
in April, one will be sent before
the May meeting, if anyone
has anything that they would
like in the newsletter please
let the secretary know by May
1st, 2020.

Northern State

Bank lobby closed

The Northern State Bank
lobby will be closed starting on
Monday, March 30. They will
have the drive thru only from
8:30 am to 4:00 p.m.

Northern Bait

Northern Bait & Conve-
nience in Gonvick will be closing
Friday and Saturday evenings
at 8 pm. Starting March 27%.
Have been until 10 pm.

Gully Cafe

The Gully Cafe is closed as
of Friday, March 27 and will be
closed until they will be able to
open again following the coro-
navirus situation.

Serving our full grill menu
with new hours.

1-9 Monday-Saturday
12-6 on Sunday. I

Take out only
Off Sale liquor and Take I
Out Menu available.
Downtown Gonvick

218-481-5224
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Clearbrook-
Leonard
Senior Meals

Wed., April 8 - Birthday
Meal Pub Fish, Potato, Green
Beans, Corn Muffin, Dessert
and Milk.

Thurs.,
Ham Dinner.

Fri.,, April 10 - Biscuits &
Gravy, Peas & Pearl Onions,
Apple Sauce and Milk.

Mon. April 13- Tatertot
Casserole, Green Beans, peach
Halves, Bread and Milk.

Tues., April 14 - Chicken,
Brown Rice, Oriental Veg., Pear
Halves, Bread and Milk.

Wed., April 15 - Roast Tur-
key, Gravy, Mashed Potatoes,
Broccoli Florets, Cookie, Bread
and Milk.

April 9- Easter

BAPPS

Happy 18th Birthday

Savanna

EEKEDQM From all your family. rsc

NOTICE

Clearwater County
Demolition Landfill

The Landfill will remain closed in accor-
dance with Emergency Executive Order

20-20 (Stay at Home) to reduce person-

to-person contact to

slow the spread of

COVID-19 infection in our residents and

County employees.

Please respect this

emergency action and hold your items for
disposal at home until we can re-open.
We apologize for the inconvenience this

will cause. e

OtterTail... Continued from front page

percent less energy than high-in-
tensity discharge (HID) lighting.

*LEDs have a longer life—
lasting four to five times longer
than HIDs—resulting in in-
creased reliability and reduced
maintenance costs.

*Today’s LEDs operate at a
much higher color rendering in-
dex than HIDs, enabling drivers
and pedestrians to observe night-
time conditions more safely due to
improved light quality.

* LEDs provide increased illu-
mination, more uniform and even
lighting distribution on road-
ways and surfaces, meet most
municipal Dark Sky regulations,
and send much less light pollution
spilling into the night sky.

LED streetlights impact both
business and residential areas.

Otter Tail Power Company
has allocated approximately
$30,450 for this capital project
and will upgrade approximately
65 streetlights serving the city
of Gonvick and 20 area lights
illuminating privately owned
properties. LED street lighting

Red Lake Reservation restricts access

Due to the ongoing preventa-
tive planning measures regard-
ing COVID-19, Medical Martial
Law went into effect last Friday,
April 3rd, at 5pm on the Red

Veterans..
Continued from Page 1

cal Bills, Furnace/AC Unit, Auto
Repairs, Auto Insurance, Auto
Loan Payments, Major Appli-
ances

Note that this is different
from the normal State Soldier As-
sistance Program Special Needs
Grant which is still available for
those that do not meet the quali-
fications for needs based after
March 13, 2020.

For this grant you MUST con-
tact your local CVSO to submit
the application.

First Call

April is National Alcohol
Awareness Month. Are you deal-
ing with Drug/Alcohol Issues?
Are you or someone you know
looking for or AA support groups/
meeting? Are you needing to talk
to a sponsor for AA? First Call for
Help 211 has resources available
to help find answers to these
questions and many more! Call
us at (218) 326-8565 or in Clear-
water County dial (800) 442-8565
or 2-1-1.

technology has a more efficient
lighting pattern that reduces
glare and focuses the light di-
rectly downward on the area to
be lit. “Because LEDs produce
higher quality illumination, ob-
jects appear more visible to the
human eye,” said Garton. “LEDs
aren’t necessarily brighter, but
their color rendition is greater.
The color rendition of LEDs is
closer to that of natural daylight,
making you see better in night-
time conditions.”

New LEDs could

lead to customer savings

In most cases, Otter Tail
Power Company anticipates
customers with street or area
lighting accounts will see a slight
decrease in costs. Depending on
the type of fixture used for light-
ing service, customers may see
a change in their monthly bills.
The company’s most common-
ly used fixture—the 100-watt
high-pressure sodium fixture, or
HPS9—will see no price change.
Overall, Otter Tail Power Com-
pany expects no net change in

revenue collected from street and
area lighting customers.

“We're excited to partner with
Otter Tail Power Company on
this lighting upgrade,” said Gon-
vick City Clerk Stacy Halvorson.
“LED streetlights will help con-
trol costs and increase energy
savings, improve safety and reli-
ability, and enhance aesthetics
and environmental performance
for our community.”

“The installation of LED
streetlights in Gonvick is another
way Otter Tail Power Company
is investing in technology that
improves customer service and
our environmental performance,”
said Grenier. “This new technol-
ogy is a proven long-lasting and
energy-efficient lighting solution
and it’s the right time for our com-
pany to implement this change in
partnership with the community
of Gonvick.”

For more information visit
otpco.com/LEDStreetLighting,
contact your local city adminis-
tration, or contact the Otter Tail
Power Company Idea Center at
800-493-3299.

Minnesota weather awareness week

April 13 — 17, 2020

The week of April 13-17, 2020
is designated Minnesota Severe
Weather Awareness Week. Se-
vere Weather Awareness Week is
a public education campaign pro-
moted by the National Weather
Service, Minnesota Department
of Public Safety and local Emer-
gency Management Agencies.
Each day of the week features
a different weather hazard, and
two statewide tornado drills will
be conducted on Thursday, April
16th.

Weather Alerts and Warnings
are Monday’s topic. Several dif-
ferent types of watches and warn-
ings may be issued for an area.
Remember that watches mean
that conditions are favorable

for the development of severe
weather or tornadoes, and warn-
ings mean that severe weather or
tornadoes are occurring, likely
to occur, or are imminent. Ad-
visories and special weather
statements may come from the
National Weather Service for
storms that will impact an area
but don’t quite meet warning
criteria. Thunderstorms are con-
sidered severe when they have
one-inch hail or winds higher
than 58mph.

Severe weather, including
hail and lightning are covered on
Tuesday. Hail develops during
thunderstorms when a strong
updraft is featured, especially in
super cell thunderstorms. Hail
causes nearly a billion dollars in

Today In Banking

Some “Straight Talk” On Banking Today ... That Can Make Banking Better For You...

%

Easter: A Celebration
Of The Risen Christ

ut the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He
is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay.”
~ Matthew 28:5-6

At Easter, we remember Christ’s death on the cross at Calvary and
celebrate his miraculous resurrection and victory over death.
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The Norihon State Bank
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www.nsbgonvick.com

MEMBER FDIC

PHONE 218-487-5244

damage annually and can range
from pea size to over the size of
softballs. Lightning kills around
100 people each year, more than
tornadoes. If you are outdoors and
encounter lightning, remember
the saying, “When thunder roars,
go indoors.” Lightning can strike
ten miles from a storm and can
strike even when it isn’t raining.

Wednesday’s topic is flooding.
Flooding kills approximately
200 people, and in Minnesota
floods kill more people than other
weather events. Flooding deaths
occur at night 75% of the time,
and of those deaths half died in
vehicles. As little as six inches of
rapidly flowing water can knock
you off your feet. Never drive
through flooded roadways, a foot
of water will float most vehicles.
Turn around, don’t drown!

Minnesota’s state-wide torna-
do drill will take place on Thurs-
day. Outdoor warning sirens and
NOAA Weather Radios across the
state will be sounded at 1:45PM
and 6:45PM. The two drills are
intended to allow workplaces and
schools an opportunity to test
their severe weather plans. The
second drill is to allow second shift
workers and families at home an
opportunity to test their plans. In
accordance with the Association of
Minnesota Emergency Manager’s
best practice guidelines, outdoor
warning sirens in Polk County
are used for tornadoes and intense
thunderstorms with expected
winds in excess of 70mph. There
is never an “all clear” activa-
tion for sirens. According to the
National Weather Service, Min-
nesota experiences an average of
40 tornadoes per year. In 2012,
37 twisters touched down. A
record was set in 2010 with 104
tornadoes across the state. Un-
derstanding this threat and know-
ing what to do when a tornado is
approaching can save lives.

So don't forget! The statewide
tornado drills are Thursday, April
16, 2020 at 1:45 P.M. and 6:45
P.M. Please take this opportunity
to review emergency plans and
procedures, and conduct emer-
gency drills at work and at home.

Friday is dedicated to heat
related emergencies. During the
summer months, even here in
Minnesota, temperatures can soar
to near or over 100 degrees. Com-
bined with high humidity, these
temperatures can create danger-
ous conditions. To avoid heat
related ailments, drink plenty of
non-alcoholic fluids, avoid strenu-
ous activity during the hottest
time of day, check on the elderly,
wear light weight loose clothing,
and never leave children or pets
in vehicles. Even on warm days,
vehicles act like a greenhouse and
temperatures can rise to lethal
levels in minutes.

Lake Reservation. This law re-
stricts access to the Reservation.

Red Lake Nation Tribal mem-
bers, community members and
other individuals may enter the
Red Lake Indian Reservation
for the following circumstances:

To shop for necessities during
the hours of non-curfew, care for
elders and vulnerable persons or
others requiring assistance, at-
tend medical appointments and
go to and from employment, only
if determined to be an essential
employee.

Semi-trucks will be allowed
to deliver food to grocery stores
on the Red Lake Nation or pass-
ing through to deliver food to
another destination.

Other Law Enforcement
agency vehicles passing through
to get to another jurisdiction of
the Red Lake Indian Reserva-

Building is Closed

Please DO NOT go into
the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Clearbrook. In an
effort to prevent the spread of
the Covid19 virus, we need to
limit the people entering the
church building to Pastor Bob
and Trudi only. We know this
is a tough time, but need to
ask that everyone refrain from
entering.

tion.

Funerals and wakes.

Going home, taking Red
Lake members or community
members home.

Semi-trucks can pass
through, unscheduled stops
can lead to penalties.

Individuals may NOT enter
the Red Lake Reservation to
visit or pass through.

The Leader- Record
and Richards

Publishing

The Leader- Record and Rich-
ards Publishing in Gonvick will
be shortening their hours during
this coronavirus situation.

We ask that if at all possible
send us what you need in the
newspapers and for printing
for your business by email or
by telephone. We would much
appreciate that.

There will be a rack outside
of the office in Gonvick for you to
pick up a newspaper after they
are printed each week. There is
also a red box for one to put in
notices that you need to go in the
paper as well.

Our email address is

richards@gvtel.com and

to call us at 218-487-5225.

Church

News
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH GOOD SHEPHERD
Clearbrook LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Verlyn Strenge CLEARBROOK &
Due to the concern over CO- OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN

VID-19, all church services and
events have been canceled until
further notice. A new Facebook page
“First Baptist Church of Clearbrook”
has been set up. Information will be
posted and Pastor will live stream
messages.

SAMHOLD LUTHERAN
CHURCH - NALC
Church Service will not be held
in the church.
Schedule is subject to change as
new information is released about
the coronavirus.

UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Pastor Kris Snyder
8 miles North of Gonvick
on County Rd 7
Lenten & church services
canceled until further notice.

Clear Waters
Life Center
Happenings...

We exist to offer hope to fam-
ilies and individuals. Our Face-
book posts offer encouragement
and greenhouse updates. Our
website:www.clearwaterslife.
org will allow you to explore
ALL of CWLC.

We are able to continue to
offer the following services to
our communities:

Transportation Service for
Clearwater County residents,
60 & over, who do NOT have
MA: Call Karen 24 hours in
advance at 218-776-2223 or 218-
637-0509 to schedule your ride.

Delivery: If you need some-
one to pick up and deliver your
groceries, we would love to serve
you. Call the CWLC Clearbrook
office at 776-2789 and leave a
message with your name and
call back number. We are avail-
able weekdays.

Mental Health Counseling
services are still available on
Thursdays. Call 218-776-2789
to schedule an appointment.

Adult Education is being
offered virtually, and there is
no better time to get started
on your GED than when you
are stuck at home. If you need
help with your kids’ school, I can
offer you a refresher. E-mail
Sherry at shjelle@nwservice.org

Grow It! Greenhouse &
Garden Center: The plants are
happy and growing. The virus
isn’t affecting them! They will
be ready to go home with you
as soon as the weather is warm
enough, and we can open our
doors.

Celebrate Recovery Sup-
port Group: If you need to talk
to someone, please call 218-776-
2789. Leave a message, and
someone will call you back.

www.clearwaterslife.org,
www.adultdayservicesgonvick.
org, or www.mustardseed-
homes.org and “like” us on
Facebook pages.

Office Hours: Clearbrook,
256 2nd Ave., SW., office hours:
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM, Tues.-
Thurs.

www.clearwaterslife.org, www.
adultdayservicesgonvick.org, or www.
mustardseedhomes.org and “like” us
on Facebook pages.

As a nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)3
organization, CWLC is able to provide
a variety of free or low cost services to
our area thanks to generous financial
donors just like you. Be a part of
making a difference, join our team. All
donations to CWLC re tax-deductible.

This

ad is
sponsored
by:

CHURCH LEONARD
Pastor Robert Kirchman
Good Shepherd

Our Savior’s

Church Service will not be held
in the church, but will be avail-
able on line on Facebook - Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church ELCA
Clearbrook, MN and on Online
service Log into GsLcClearbrook.
com. And go to the blog - you can
join the email list to get updates on
everything.

ELIM LUTHERAN
BRETHREN CHURCH
Clearbrook
Pastor Adam Krog

All Public worship services at
Elim Lutheran Brethren Church
will be cancelled until further
notice.

Pastor Adam Krog will continue
to prepare and preach the Word
during this season. It will be avail-
able on the internet at Soundcloud.
com and search Adam Krog. Also
you can listen on our weekly radio
broadcast at 8:30am on Sunday
mornings on 96.7FM.

If you have any questions or
concerns please feel free to contact
Pastor Adam at 218-776-3750 or
218-556-5760.

Let us all join together in pray
for each other and for our nation.
May the God of all grace and peace
be with you all.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH
Mt. Olive - Nazareth
Oak Park - St. Petri
Pastor Jeff Merseth
All churches in the Clearwater
Parish ( Mt. Olive, Nazareth, St.
Petri and Oak Park) are closed the
rest of March.

NEW JOURNEY CHURCH
Josiah Hoagland, Pastor
Tyler Stynberg,
Youth Pastor

www.newjourneyfosston.com

A lot has changed in a week!
With face to face gatherings now be-
ing limited to 10 people it drastically
changes the way we will operate as
a church family moving forward.

We will be doing church remotely
for the foreseeable future. I have
created a blog where I will post
sermons via YouTube, along with
prayer requests, announcements,
articles, etc. Here is a link to our
blog, where for now, you will find
a welcome post and a link to an ar-
ticle. https:/mewjourneyfosstonblog.
blogspot.com/

GULLY-TRAIL PARISH
Bethany * Lund
Sand Valley
Dawn Hanson,
Lay Minister
No Services or Confirmation
classes until further notice.

BETHEL ASSEMBLY
Fosston
Seth Johnson,
Interim Pastor
We are moving online! Sunday
morning and Wednesday evening
services will be available via live
video on Facebook only, until fur-
ther notice. We will also have a radio
program at 8:00am each Sunday
morning on 96.7 FM.

The Leader Record
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scription rates $30.00 per year in Clearwater
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With articles submitted by the staff, administration
and students at the Clearbrook-Gonvick Junior
and Senior High Schools

Hello Students,
Families, and

Community-

The last two weeks have been
busy here at CG school. The staff
here has embraced all the new
changes to their roles and worked
tirelessly to make all the neces-
sary changes go as smoothly as
possible. Be sure to reference
Superintendent Burgess’s many
communications if you seek in-
formation about food delivery,
childcare, mental health, etc.

The goal of this letter is to
explain our district’s plan to keep
our students learning if they
can’t attend school in person.

PK-3 Students:

Students in K-3 will be us-
ing Seesaw for the bulk of their
online learning. There may be
different apps such as Raz-Kids,
Starfall, and Reflex (for teaching
math facts) that teachers may
use, but Seesaw will be used as
the hub for teachers and students
to connect, and for the distribu-
tion and collection of assign-
ments, communications, and the
like. Students were sent home
learning codes and instructions
on how to connect that will allow
parents to connect their students
to Seesaw Class, and that will
allow them to see what their stu-
dents are learning. Please keep
your child’s learning code in a
safe place. They will need to scan
it each time they log in (if you
have more than one child con-
necting to Seesaw.) If you have
lost your child’s learning code
please contact their teacher, you
need this code to connect your
child so he/she can do their work.

For our students without in-
ternet access, there will be work
sent home using the food delivery
busses. This will be communi-
cated to families when materi-
als go out. This may be paper
material or a USB drive that can
be plugged into a computer, the
work can be done, and the drive
can be sent back to the school.
We will take the completed work
off the drive, new work will be
loaded onto the drive, and the
USB drive will be sent out again.

4-6 Students:

Students in 4-6 will be using
Schoology for the bulk of their
online learning. There may be
different apps that teachers may
link to, but they will be com-
municating everything through
Schoology and email. Classroom
teachers should have given out
the class codes for our students
to access their courses. Students
may message teachers through
Schoology’s messaging feature
with any specific questions they

may have. Parents can create a
parent account on Schoology to
keep up with their students as
they engage in distance learning
by requesting a personal access
code from your child's classroom
teacher.

For our students without in-
ternet access, there will be work
sent home using the food delivery
busses. This will be communi-
cated to families when materi-
als go out. This may be paper
material or a USB drive that can
be plugged into a computer, the
work can be done, and the drive
can be sent back to the school.
We will take the completed work
off the drive, new work will be
loaded onto the drive, and the
USB drive will be sent out again.

7-12 Students:

Students in grades 7-12 will
also be using Schoology for the
bulk of their online learning.
Attached to this letter are all the
Schoology codes for all our class-
es at CG. There may be different
apps that teachers may link to,
but they will be communicating
everything through Schoology.
Students may message teachers
through Schoology’s messaging
feature with any specific ques-
tions they may have. Parents
can create a parent account on
Schoology to keep up with their
students as they engage in dis-
tance learning.

For our students without in-
ternet access, there will be work
sent home using the food delivery
busses. This will be communi-
cated to families when materi-
als go out. This may be paper
material or a USB drive that can
be plugged into a computer, the
work can be done, and the drive
can be sent back to the school.
We will take the completed work
off the drive, new work will be
loaded onto the drive, and the
USB drive will be sent out again.

The information above is not
exhaustive. There will be dif-
ferent apps that teachers will
use to make the online learning
environment as engaging and
useful as possible.

Other Notes

Attendance will be taken by
the teachers daily in Synergy for
the high school. Elementary stu-
dent’s attendance will be based
on work completion. Students
will log in daily and answer a
daily check-in question or activ-
ity for each class. Students are
required to check-in with each
of their classes daily and com-
plete the check-in question to be
marked ‘present’ for that day of
class. Elementary teachers will
be sending their attendance to
Andy Anderson weekly.

Clearbrook-Gonvick
3rd Quarter
Honor Roll

A Honor Roll Quarter 3

7th grade - Dylan Dahlke,
Allison Lavine, Tatum Melby,
Cecelia Midbo, Emma Nybo,
Meika Schmidtgall, Reign We-
gscheid, Cooper Wishard

8th grade - Aliyah Ballard,
Skylar Ballard, Alex Churness,
Abigail Engen, Haley McCoy,
Trevor Solberg

9th grade - Ty Dyrdahl,
Hailee Hanson, Julianne Lavin,
Avery Lavine, Dawson Quern,
Kjersti Snyder, Logan Westrum

10th grade - Jayden Berg-
erson, Dustin Carmona, John
Devries, Ella Engen, Danielle
Faldet, Dana Melby, Emma
Rude, Jayna Tronnes, Mcken-
zie Weems, Kaylee Westrum,
Samuel Wishard

11th Grade - Jacob Davis,
Kayla Ehlers, Falline Erickson,
Kaylee Faldet, Chelsey Gilb-
ertson, Jennifer Lavin, Gabriel
Lavine, Sydney Vakoch

12th grade - Savanna
Rankin, Naomi Shamp, Jenna
Smith, Danaé Stenzel, Jackie
Lynn Taflin, Chase Voxland

B Honor Roll Quarter 3

7th grade - Gabrielle An-
derson, Jacob Anderson, Broden
Benson, Ryan Bodensteiner,

«=ws> THRIFTY
WHITE

&)

Clearbrook
Open 9:00-5:00, Mon.-Fri.

776-3111

Thrifty White Drug
Bagley, MN

Complete Prescription Service

Home, Health &
Convenience Services

Phone 694-6210

PHARMACY HOURS:
9:00-5:30 M-F + Sat. 9:00-ncon

OPEN 9:00-5:30 M-F + Sat. 9:00-noon
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Kameryn Defoe, Camille De-
Schane, Tavia Johnson, Kailey
Klema, Rhianna May, Aleeyah
Molden, Michael Nunez, Craig
Roy III

8th grade - Chloe Ballard,
Cameron Bergman, Rose Cas-
sibo, Landon Gazelka, Benja-
min Goudge, Vincent Harmon,
Makenna Hartwig, Luke John-
son, Nathan Weems, Presley
Westrum, Rhianna Ysen

9th grade - Jesse Ander-
son, Elizabeth Eckman, Kelsi
Kalenak, Matthew Londo, Anna
Piatkoff, Daniel Rankin, Sarah
Reichert, Hayden Spears

10th grade - Shayla Baker,
Lane Cadreau, Aiden Chur-
ness, Malaina Hartwig, Kelsey
Johnson, Chantelle Kusick,
Annabell Phillips, Gryphon
Riley, Isaiah Risland, Thomas
Straabe, Theodore Tollefson

11th grade - GiAnne Cad-
reau, John Davis, Everett Er-
ickson, Danika Harmon, Rose
Java, Bailey Klema, Mykenzie
Larson, Lauren Melby, Benja-
min Nelson, Kolten Schultz

12th grade - Benjamyn
Engebretson, Abigail Johnson,
Brody Johnson

Town & Country
Car Wash

-State of the art fouchless car wash

-Oversized self-serve bay: perfect for

your vehicles, trailers, buses, RVs and

more!
-Open 24 Hours availaple

e Call
LOCATED ON HWY. | 218-
92 IN CLEARBROOK

Septic
Pumping
Satellite Toilet Rentals

218-185-2652

Bagley, MN 56621

Gift ¢ ertificates

Grading will be done as close
to the same as we have been
doing it all year. Students will
complete their work and submit
it to the teacher. Teachers will
grade all the work and have the
grades updated in Synergy by
the next Wednesday. All student
work should be completed and
submitted by 5 p.m. Sunday
unless the due date is earlier as
communicated by the teacher.
This Sunday due date is to make
sure we can wrap up the week for
students and staff and then move
on to the next unit/lesson.

Office hours for teachers
will be from 9-10:30 daily un-
less communicated differently
to those of you who have el-
ementary students. This is the
time students can connect with
teachers directly and quickly. I
have asked teachers to allow for
no more than 24 hours to pass
before they answer an email or
message, but office hours are in
place for urgent questions/issues
that may arise.

Ways to communicate with
classroom teachers:

Message them through Scho-
ology or Seesaw.

Email them

Set up a video chat with them

By phone: call their school
phone and leave a message. Our
teachers will then check their
messages and call you back. They
will be calling you back using
Google services so their number
may show up as ‘No Caller ID’ on
your phone’s Caller ID. Please
use this option only if you have
no access to messaging or email.
If you have left a message and
not heard back for over 24 hours,
please call me, Principal Dugstad
(218-776-3112 x 103) or Andy
Anderson (218-776-3112 x 104)
and we will help.

Our School Counselor, Megan
is available for struggling stu-
dents. Her primary role during
our distance learning period
is to help students with issues
pertaining to their success with
distance learning. If a student
is struggling, our counselor will
reach out via email to discuss
coursework, specific student’s
issues, and to develop a plan for
success. A follow-up video meet-
ing or email will be scheduled as
well, so we can ensure the plan
is working. If your student is
struggling, you should contact
the classroom teacher, then the
school counselor, and ultimately,
the principal.

Tech Issues will happen.
Please contact the school office
with technology-related issues.
If you can, have the specific issue
ready to go, so we can help you
and our students can get back to
their course materials as soon as
possible.

Routines will help your chil-
dren succeed in their online
learning. Get them up, get them
ready for the day, and then
have them do some school work.
Don’t forget to take advantage
of distance learning-make them
get outside and play for a while.

There will be bumps along
the way as we pivot to a mostly
virtual/digital platform, but with
your support at home, and our
support from afar, our students
will rise to meet this challenge.

Good luck and we hope to see
you soon, Carl Dugstad

PK-12 Principal

Clearbrook-Gonvick School

cdugstad@clearbrook-gon-
vick.k12.mn.us

218-776-3112, Ext.103

Go Bears!

Clearbrook-Gonvick
Students in grades

4-12 notice

We understand that the
Schoology site is experiencing
some errors as you are attempt-
ing to get your schoolwork com-
pleted. This is a temporary issue
that we may experience from
time to time as everybody dives
into distance learning.

Please continue to check your
account throughout the day as
these kinks get worked out.

Thank you and have a great
day. Principal Carl Dugstad

North Country

Overhead Door=
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ==

*Sales *Installation *Service
| 8l Qowthal * 0ading Dock Equipment
i *All Major Door Brands
ﬁUrHLN?M[:D DEALER

OPERATORS « REMODELING « REPAIR

cloLen. - ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

218-556-2213 or 888-393-9070

everything
but money!

Richards
Publishing Co.

— 218-487-5225 —

School
news

C

Legal Notices

)

We've received calls from
parents about food shortages.

Meal deliveries will be MON-
DAY and THURSDAY only.

Monday delivery- Mon-
day lunch, Tuesday breakfast,
Tuesday lunch, Wednesday
breakfast, Wednesday lunch,
Thursday breakfast

Thursday delivery- Thurs-
day lunch, Friday breakfast,
Friday lunch, Monday breakfast

We have made the changes
to delivery to try and reduce
staff/community contact for
everyone’s safety.

If you have any questions in
regards to meals please contact
Robin Proffit directly at 218-
776-3112 ext. 320 or by email
at robinp@clearbrook-gonvick.
k12.mn.us

Please refrigerate any items
that need to be refrigerated im-
mediately. Also follow heating
instructions for the items that
need to be warmed up. They will
be in microwaveable containers.

Please stay safe and healthy!

Attention Parents-
For those that have signed
up for meal delivery from the
Clearbrook-Gonvick School
please put a cooler out or watch
for the bus. We will not be mak-
ing personal contact with any-
one on all routes! Please share!

Clearwater
County Sheriff

Darin Halverson

Clearwater County Sheriff’s
Office Weekly Activity

Bear Creek - Total 2

03/31/20 15:04 Alarm

04/04/20 08:09 Property Damage
City of Bagley - Total 12
03/29/20 12:06 911 Hang Up
03/29/20 19:48 911 Hang Up
03/30/20 03:32 Medical

03/30/20 17:27

03/31/20 13:30 Transport
03/31/20 15:54 Warrant - Attempt to
03/31/20 15:58 Medical

04/01/20 11:30 Warrant Arrest
04/01/20 19:22 Domestic
04/01/20 21:07 Medical

04/02/20 15:05 Medical

04/04/20 10:41 Medical

City of Clearbrook - Total 1
04/04/20 01:48 Suspicious Activity
City of Gonvick - Total 6
03/30/20 11:14 Recovered Vehicle
04/01/20 03:14 ASSIST

04/01/20 13:18 Crimes Against Family
04/01/20 13:55 Property Damage
04/03/20 09:51 Fraud

04/03/20 22:03 Traffic Stop

City of Leonard - Total 1
04/02/20 17:19 Suspicious Activity
Copley - Total 5

04/01/20 12:08 THEFT

04/01/20 15:37 Transport
04/02/20 07:41 911 Hang Up
04/02/20 14:08 Welfare Check
04/04/20 20:33 Animal Related
Dudley - Total 2

04/01/20 13:41 911 Hang Up
04/04/20 19:58 Traffic Stop

Eddy - Total 3

04/02/20 11:41 Traffic Complaint
04/03/20 08:48 Motorist Assist
04/04/20 00:39 911 Hang Up
Falk - Total 3

03/29/20 14:31 911 Hang Up
04/02/20 10:31 Medical

04/04/20 20:43 Traffic Stop
Greenwood - Total 1

03/31/20 07:58 Property Damage
Holst - Total 2

03/29/20 14:37 Animal Related
03/31/20 04:52 Medical

LaPraire N - Total 6

03/30/20 01:31 Disturbance
04/01/20 11:52 Warrant - Attempt to
04/01/20 19:23 911 Hang Up
04/02/20 13:21 Crimes Against Family
04/02/20 14:05 Crimes Against Family
04/04/20 02:09 Medical

Greenwood Township Board of Appeal and Equalization

Important Information Regarding Property Assessments

The Board of Appeal and Equalization for Greenwood Township
will meet on April 20, 2020, 7:00 pm, via a conference call.
purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the ju-
risdiction has been properly valued and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is in-
correct, please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your con-
cerns. If you disagree with the valuation or classification, you may
appeal it to the local board of appeal and equalization.

If you desire to participate in the conference call meeting, using
your house or cell phone you call 888-742-5095 between 7:00 and
8:00 pm on April 20th, and when you are asked for the conference
code, put in 2469407751#. You will be connected with the town
board and assessor, and board will review your assessments and
may make corrections as needed.

Generally, you must appeal to the local board before appealing
to the county board of appeal and equalization.

The town board will take care of regular township business fol-
lowing the Equalization meeting.

If you have any questions about connectivity, feel free to contact
me or the County Assessor ahead of time.

Given under my hand this 6th day of April, 2020

Sheila Horn, Clerk of Greenwood Township rsc

The

ence code number —

April 20th.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS

THIS MAY AFFECT YOUR 2021 PROPERTY TAXES

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Appeal and Equaliza-
tion for Holst Township shall meet on April 21, 2020 at 7:00 pm..
Due to the current restrictions with COVID-19, we will be holding
a conference call this year. If you would like to attend, on the 21st
at 7:00 pm dial, 1-888-742-5095 — you will need to enter a confer-
2469407751 then press #. The purpose of
this meeting is to determine whether taxable property in the juris-
diction has been properly valued and classified by the assessor.

If you believe the value or classification of your property is
incorrect, please contact your assessor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you disagree with the valuation or classification after
discussing it with your assessor, you may appear before the lo-
cal board of appeal and equalization. The board shall review your
assessments and may make corrections as needed. Generally,
you must appeal to the local board before appealing to the county
board of appeal and equalization.

A short regular virtual board meeting will follow to pay bills. If
you have anything to bring before the board please call Elwood
Nordlund at 218-776-3358 or Bonnie Engen at 218-776-3270 by

Stephanie Anderson, Holst Town Clerk

R3-4C

Leon - Total 2

03/30/20 11:55 Information Only
04/03/20 08:04 ASSIST
Minerva - Total 2

04/02/20 21:32 ASSIST
04/02/20 21:55 Medical

Moose Creek - Total 2
04/01/20 20:48 Assault

04/03/20 20:36 Suspicious Activity
Nora - Total 3

03/30/20 06:36 Traffic Stop
03/31/20 13:27 Traffic Stop
03/31/20 14:31 Traffic Complaint
Pine Lake - Total 1

04/03/20 10:31 Traffic Stop
Popple -Total 1

Rice - Total 1
04/02/20 13:59 Crimes Against
Family

Shevlin - Total 3

03/29/20 18:26 Information Only
03/30/20 20:34 Disturbance
04/02/20 13:29 Crimes Against
Family

Sinclair - Total 2

04/04/20 16:27 Motor Vehicle Crash
04/04/20 19:54 Traffic Stop

Total Records: 61

NIEGhTIE=

To the residents of
Pine Lake Township

Due to the Peacetime Emer-
gency declared by Governor
Walz under Minnesota Stat-
utes Chapter 12, the Health
Pandemic that is COVID-19
as labeled by the Center for
Disease Control, and the stay-
home-order as declared by
Minnesota Executive Order
20-20, the regular meeting of
Pine Lake Township shall be
conducted entirely through
teleconference. The meeting
will be at 7:00 pm on Monday,
April 13. If the public wishes
to listen and/or participate in
the meeting, please call Pam
Goebel, township clerk, at
218-280-2356, by Friday, April
10 for directions to access this
meeting. rsc

Comina s @oms’z

By Corrine Richards

Check on your neighbors
and friends. It is easy to make
the call to them.

A reminder that Clearwa-
ter County Demolition Landfill
will remain closed in accordance
with Emergency Executive
Order 20-20 (Stay at Home) to
reduce person-to-person contact
to slow the spread of COVID-19
infection in our residents and
County employees.

There will not be a fish

TLCEEPEEPELTE
ok Dl/RDHHL =5

'I CONSTRUCTION,
SITE WORK
EQUIPMENT HAULING
T e i

- GRADING
JCRANE SERVICE

INC.
EXCAVATING 4
GRAVEL, ROCK, SANDY

People all over the world are decorating their w1ndows
with hearts and messages of hope. “A World of Hearts”
a movement spreading fast around the globe with millions
of people participating. Dyrdahl Construction in Leonard
was busy putting hearts in their window.

Hours: M-W, 8-4; Thurs. by annt

CLEARBROOK
DENTAL CLINIC
RANDY C. BEARD, D.D.S.

Main St., Box 314
Clearbrook, MN 56634

Telephone: 776-3558

694-6600

For Three Generations
of professional service

CEASE

FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
Bagley

Joy Eck

“Your Realtor”
Here to Serve You!

Eck-cellent Service!

Eck-spect More!

(218) 791-9605 Ceniu

Jeck@century2 1dickinson.com

“Dickinson chinson ﬁe al:or 5

wrew century21dickinson com

E. H.
RASMUSSEN

Lawyer
Box Q + Bagley, MN 56621

694-6565
Fax 218-694-35602

fry at the Gonvick American
Legion this coming Saturday
night. They will resume when
they can.

Tim Walz canceled the Gov-
ernor’s Fishing Opener sched-
uled for May 7-10 in Otter Tail
County but said the fishing
season will go on as planned.
I guess boats will have to stay
apart from each other. Putting
boats in will be the hardest part.

Joke Time -

(Phone rings) Norwegian:
"Sure is" (hangs up).

Wife: "Who was it?"

Norwegian: "I don't know.
Some vun said, 'Long distant
from New York,' so I says,
'‘Sure is.'

Arts Access Grant
deadline EXTENDED

Arts Access Grants for Small
Towns are open specifically to or-
ganizations located in towns with
a population under 2,000. Eligible
organizations include non-profits,
public and charter schools*, com-
munity education programs,
arts organizations, institutions
of higher learning, government
and tribal entities, and groups
formed for nonprofit purposes
with a fiscal sponsor. These grants
can support creation, production,
and presentation of high-quality
arts activities, as well as projects
that help overcome barriers to
accessing high-quality arts activi-
ties, and projects that help instill
the arts into the community and
public life in our region. Arts ac-
tivities proposed for funding must
be accessible by the public, have
a strong community component,
and must benefit the residents of
Beltrami, Hubbard, Clearwater,
Lake of the Woods, or Mahnomen
Counties.

*Parochial schools are ineli-
gible.

Application Deadline EX-
TENDED: May 1, 2020

Maximum Award: $6,000 (20%
Cash Match required; 25% Match
on equipment purchases)

Earliest Start Date: June 12,
2020

For applications and addition-
al eligibility details visit r2arts.
org. For more information, or with
questions, contact Region 2 Arts
Council at 218-751-5447; toll-free
at 800-275-5447; or via email at
staff@r2arts.org
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Thoughts

from the

Sheriff

Clearwater County
Sheriff Darin Halverson

This month there seems like
no other topic to write about but
the coronavirus or COVID-19. I
want to take this time to inform
everyone of what changes we have
implemented at the Clearwater
County Sheriff’s Office, what we
have been doing to prepare and
what you should be doing to help
slow the spread of this virus.

There have been many executive
orders issued by the Governor
and some have been confused as
to what they can and cannot do. I
hope this article will answer some
of those questions and enlighten
you as to what changes to expect
if you call or come to the Sheriff’s
Office. There is a lot of information
to share so bear with me.

I have been on numerous con-
ference calls with the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety, the
Minnesota Department of Correc-
tions, the Minnesota Sheriff’s As-
sociation and the Minnesota Chiefs
of Police Association in addition
to locally with the Emergency
Executive Committee established
by the Clearwater County Board
of Commissioners and neighboring
counties and tribal governments.
Our Emergency Management
Director and Clearwater County
Public Health have been in con-
stant contact as well. All of this
is to keep up to date with what
is happening in the state as well
as locally. Plans are developed
from the information shared and

COMMUNITY. This is why we exist.

We look forward to continuing serving you and the Clearbrook area
by investing in the community, offering exceptional personalized
service and competitive loan rates for agriculture and commercial

enfities — and housing needs.

We'd love the opportunity o help you succeed. For more information,
stop by our Clearbrook location, call us at 218.776.3151 or visit us online
at www.borderstatebank.com.

precautionary measures are imple-
mented based off that information.
Safety for everyone is paramount.

Currently, we are in the midst
of the “Stay at Home” order that
went into effect on March 27th
and is in effect until April 10th.
There is a chance that this order
will be extended, depending on
how the spread of the virus is go-
ing. Many people are confused as
to exactly what this order means.
The confusion is easily shared as
the order has many exceptions
and without having a copy of the
order with you to reference makes
it almost impossible to know all of
the rules. On top of that, there is
a lot of misinformation and rumors
going around that make it difficult
for people to know what they are
supposed to do. What we do need
to remember is that this order is
in place to help slow the spread of
this virus.

The major question people
seem to have is if they can leave
their house to go get groceries? The
answer is yes, you can leave your
house to get any essential item,
such as groceries, prescription
medication, or any other item that
is necessary for you to maintain
the safety, sanitation and essential
operation of your home. This is a
broad range of items that will fall
into this category. You can also
travel for doctor appointments
or drive for pleasure. The order
encourages you to enjoy outdoor ac-
tivities such as walking, running,
biking or hunting and fishing. Not
going out of your house for days
can wear on a person’s mental
and physical health and that is
why you are allowed to drive or
be in the outdoors. There is also
no curfew in place that prevents
you from being out of your house
during certain hours. Keeping
all that in mind, please follow the
social distancing guidelines and
refrain from gathering in groups
to do these activities unless you
can maintain the six-foot distance
rule and use common sense. If
you don’t need to be out in public,

:L; | '-

stay home.

Another question that I keep
getting is in regards to driver’s
license and vehicle registration
renewal. If your driver’s license
is set to expire, there has been an
order issued that will allow you
to continue driving under your
current license and it will give
you two months after this state
of emergency expires to get your
license renewed. So hypotheti-
cally, if the state of emergency was
over on July 31st, you would have
until September 30th to get your
license renewed. You will not be
required to do anything different
at that time to renew. As far as
vehicle registration tabs, there
is no extension for that. You can
either mail in your renewal or go
online at www.dvs.dps.mn.gov.

In an effort to keep our staff
safe as well as the public, we have
implemented some changes to the
normal operation of our office.
First, we are no longer doing civil
fingerprinting for employment or
other needs. We are still accepting
gun permits to purchase and carry,
but I ask that if it is not an emer-
gency, please hold off until busi-
ness resumes as normal. Many
counties have put a temporary
suspension to accepting these per-
mits and I do not want to do that.

If you call our dispatch center
requesting ambulance or other
EMS, you will be asked some
screening questions to determine
if you may have or been exposed to
the COVID-19 virus so responding
units know to take extra precau-
tions. Please do not get frustrated
when being asked these questions
as we are attempting to keep our
first responders safe.

In our jail, we have put a
temporary ban on work release,
sentence to serve, visitations
and programming in the jail in
an effort to avoid people coming
and going from our facility and
potentially introducing the virus
into our jail. We understand that
this is an inconvenience, but we
must take every precaution we can

at this time.

Throughout this pandemic, it
has been amazing to see all the
people risking their own safety by
simply doing their jobs. Whether
it is someone working in a gro-
cery store, gas station, a delivery
driver, doctors, nurses or other
first responders, it is heartwarm-
ing to see the dedication and sac-
rifice that that these people are
demonstrating. We have never
experienced something like this
and hopefully never will again, but
knowing that we have such great
people in our communities willing
to step up is something to be proud
of. My deepest gratitude goes out
to everyone who is working during
this pandemic and I say thank you.

Please do your part to keep the
COVID-19 virus at a minimum.
Follow the “Stay at Home” execu-
tive order and limit your shopping
to essential items only. Do not
take your entire family shopping
with you, but only send one per-
son if possible. Those who have
no choice but to be out in public
because of their jobs appreciate
your willingness to do your part to
keep them safe. Some people feel
invincible and want to disregard
all the safety precautions and want
to continue on with life as normal.
We are not in a “normal” world
right now and the carelessness of
a few could cause a catastrophe for
many others. This is not the time

to panic, but to use common
sense and follow the recommenda-
tions from local, state and federal
governments. We must show re-
solve and we will get through this
by working together. If you have
questions that you would like an-
swered or any suggestions, please
email me at darin.halverson@
co.clearwater.mn.us or call the
Sheriff's Office at 218-694-6226.
You can also find us on Face-
book by searching for Clearwater
County Sheriff’s Office.

Thank you and as always, [ am
honored to serve as your Clearwa-
ter County Sheriff.
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Service getting ready to make the deliveries. The food is
put on several tables outside, boxed and labeled, to help
the staff get the right meals on the right bus. Photos by
Clearbrook-Gonvick School staff.

These are unsettling times.

Like you, we're thankful for the professionals who work to keep communities safe and healthy
during this COVID-19 crisis.

Our people live and work in communities like yours. We've taken steps to keep our employees
healthy and safe—including alternative work arrangements to support social distancing.

Through these uncertain times, we know it's important we continue to deliver the affordable
and reliable energy we all need to fuel our lives—with safety remaining our first priority.

Stay healthy. Stay safe. We're all in this together.

Proudly in
Minnesota.
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