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 w YARD OF THE WEEK

Written by: Carlye Kiesow, 
Eagle Intern

On Saturday, July 9th, the 
Northwood Church hosted 
its 18th year of having a pic-
nic, including entertainment. 
This year, the program por-
tion had a variety of singers 
and speakers. It was also a 
special day for Otto Hagen, 
former member of the church, 
as he was celebrating his 
99th birthday. A special song 
was sang in Norwegian for 

Northwood Church holds annual picnic ‘Drift North’ with Allison Kangas
him by his grandchildren. 

This picnic was all made 
possible by Judith Kotrba. Her 
brother, Harlem Lee, started 
hosting this for the first time 
in 1997. From there, it was 
hosted again in the year 2000 
and has continued every year 
since! 

Following the program is a 
potluck picnic for everyone to 
enjoy and visit with old friends.  
The picnic isn’t the only thing 
that has been hosted at this 

Left: In honor of his 99th birthday, Otto Hagen’s grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren sang him a song during the program portion of the Northwood Church picnic that 
was held last Saturday by Moose River. Right: As part of the Northwood Church picnic, 
a program preceded the potluck lunch, which involved Carol Lee reading a poem about 
war veterans. 

church, multiple Christmas 
programs have also been held 
there. The Northwood Church 
has received many restora-
tions over the past years 
and is kept in tip-top shape. 
Though not many members 
of the original congregation 
are still living, the picnic gets 
a great turn out every year. 
They hope to keep this an on-
going tradition and hope to 
get more people to attend and 
enjoy!

Lois Anderson and Lois Peterson provided multiple songs to keep the crowd enter-
tained at last Saturday’s picnic at the Northwood Church.

Written by: Carlye Kiesow, 
Eagle Intern

Allison Kangas is a busy 
woman; not only does she 
take care of her two kids, 
Cooper and Charlie, she also 
owns and runs her very own 
little hometown business in 
the comfort of her rural Good-
ridge home. 

Making Minnesota in-
spired signs and clothing, Al-
lison spends most of her days 
creating and brainstorming 
for her business. She does all 
the sign making herself in her 
garage. She cuts the wood to 
the size she needs, stains the 
wood, then carefully paints 
the design on. The last step, 
she air nails a frame on the 
signs she feels are needed. 

She has many different 
Minnesota inspired signs, 
along with signs of all say-
ings and colors.  To be a lucky 
owner of her handmade signs 
you can purchase one (or two) 
in shops around the area in-
cluding The Red Poppy in 
Fosston, Simply in Warren, 
K&J Treasures in Thief Riv-
er Falls, Up North Treasures 
in Greenbush, and Hickory 
Backroads in Gonvick. Make 
sure to stop by those locations 
and check out her beautiful 
handmade work. Make sure 
to look for her tag “Wheat 
and Beans” when out shop-
ping as that’s the name of her 
hometown business. 

Not only is Allison busy 
year round making signs for 
those stores, but she has re-
cently started her very own 
clothing line. When she was 
younger, Allison and her 
friends would spend hours 
together dreaming about 
starting their very own cloth-
ing line. It has truly been a 
dream come true for Allison 
making and selling her own 
brand. Her first design for the 
clothing line was grey shirts 
with “Drift North” screen-
printed on them. She creates 
all of the designs herself and 
has Universal Screenprint, 
out of Thief River Falls, print 
the design on her shirts. She 
would love to learn to screen-
print her own shirts one day 
but all in good time. 

She is still continuing to 
sell her original “Drift North” 
shirt but has branched out 
and has started to print 
“Drift North” on tank tops, 
sweatshirts, and different 
colored t-shirts. You can pur-
chase the shirts and signs on 
her online Etsy store. Etsy is 
an online store where every-
thing is handmade. It really 
gets the product out there 
and available to anyone.  

If you happen to follow 
Allison on social media she 
conveniently does pre-order 
sales on Facebook through 
her business page, “Wheat & 
Beans”.   Allison has created 
two new tank top designs 
that will be for sale shortly, 
which are available for pre-
view, also on her Facebook 
page.  One tank top will be 
printed with the idea of lov-
ing to travel; across the front 

the word “Wanderlust” will be 
written on it. Wanderlust is 
defined as the strong desire to 
travel. It doesn’t stop there, 
she is also coming out with a 
new design that is Minnesota 
inspired, so you will have to be 
sure to keep an eye out for it on 
all her social media platforms 
when it becomes available for 
purchase. 

Allison likes to keep her cus-
tomers involved and interest-
ed. She recently just finished a 
photo challenge over the 4th of 
July weekend with the winning 
picture receiving a free “Drift 
North” shirt. All one had to do 
was a take a picture in their 
“Drift North” gear and post it 
to social media. Women came 
up with all sorts of tag lines 
that made it fun and extremely 
hard for Allison to pick a win-
ner.  

She doesn’t stop at just mak-
ing signs and expanding her 
clothing line; Allison also has 
a vintage camper that she is 
slowly repurposing and would 
love to one day take on the road 

and sell her products. It is 
important to Allison to show 
women that it’s okay to start 
their own business; don’t be 
afraid!  

Do It Yourself (DIY) par-
ties at her home is the future 
goal with getting women into 
the creative mind and making 
their own products. So check 
Facebook, Instagram and 
Etsy for new updates about 
her current and new prod-
ucts. Also, keep your eye open 
in the community for any-
one wearing a “Drift North” 
shirt and know that they are 
created in our own commu-
nity. Allison is thankful for 
the community as they have 
supported her business and 
helped her advertise by word 
of mouth. She has started to 
keep stock on hand, also, with 
all the orders she receives.  

To keep up to date with 
Allison, follow her on Insta-
gram - @wheatnbeans, like 
her page on Facebook- Wheat 
& Beans, and search her Etsy 
shop - WheatBeans.  

One of Allison’s newer designs, the Wanderlust tee, 
is now available on Etsy, which is an online store that 
sells handmade products. Allison, her husband, and their 
two children live in rural Goodridge, where she runs her 
hometown business.

The best thing about an outdoor living space is it re-
flects one’s personality and their taste – it’s easy to see the 
Ruuds have perfected that. At 36512 350th Ave NE, Gatz-
ke, congratulations goes out to Delray and Vicki Ruud for 
being selected as ‘Yard of the Week.’ Well-designed land-
scapes and garden areas add to the atmosphere and ambi-
ance of the Ruud’s outdoor living spaces. Multiple sitting 
areas around their yard, that are designed beautifully, are 
perfect for entertaining or simply relaxing while enjoying 
the view!

Since purchasing the busi-
ness on July 1st, 2015, Shawn 
and Stacie Meyer have made 
many updates and improve-
ments to Motel 89. Community 
members were treated to tours, 
refreshments, door prizes and 
conversation at the motel’s 
grand opening Sunday after-
noon.

From 10am-2pm, a steady 
stream of area residents came 
through the motel doors. Upon 
entering, guests were able to 
view the newly remodeled com-
mon room, which is open to 
motel guests daily from 8am-
10pm. The common room holds 
a living area with TV, kitchen 
with vending machines, cof-
fee, microwave and a bathroom 
facility. The newly remodeled 
laundry area is off the common 
room, but it isn’t available for 
guest use, however, Stacie says 
she will do guest laundry for 
$5/load. 

Over the course of the year, 
a lot of smaller updates, like 
painting, have taken place. It 
wasn’t until February of 2016 
that the major construction 
started at the motel. The old 
Marshall County Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation office space 
was being used as a bunk room 
full of cots. It has now been 
renovated into a 4-bedroom 
apartment complete with a full 
kitchen and living space.

Motel 89 has five single 
rooms available, all of which 
have been improved and updat-
ed with new TV’s. One double 
room is available, along with 

Motel 
89 gives 
tours at 
grand 
opening

the apartment. Single rooms 
run $50/night; the double room 
is $65/night; the apartment is 
$45/person/night. Each room 
has a microwave, fridge, coffee 
and updated TV available.

“In the next year, I hope to 
just relax a little now and just 
enjoy the guests coming in,” 
says owner, Stacie Meyer. To 
which her husband replied, “I 
hope that happens, but I doubt 
she’s going to relax!” The Mey-
ers see new shingles in the mo-
tel’s future, along with continu-
ing to update each of the rooms, 
one by one, and installing new 
bathroom floors. Starting in 
August, continental breakfast 
will also be served in the com-
mon room.

To make a reservation at 
Motel 89, guests can call 218-
294-6158. The motel is located 
at 231 East State Street, Gry-
gla, MN 56727.

You can also check out Motel 
89 on Facebook.

Shawn & Stacie Meyer, Owners. (More pics on page 2)
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GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Vicki Saude-
Worthington
Wednesday:

6pm Choir, 8pm Interfaith 
Bible Study
 Sunday:

9am Worship at Grace; 
10:30am Worship at OS

GATZKE-THIEF LAKE
LUTHERAN PARISH

United – Gatzke; Our Sav-
ior’s – Thief Lake

Pastor TBA
Wednesday night services will 
be held at United at 7pm and 
Our Savior’s at 7:30pm for the 

month of July.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Interim Pastor Phil John-
son

Sunday:
Ekelund: 8:30am Worship

Faith: 9:45am Worship
Bethany: 11am Worship

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday:
St. Clement’s: 11:45am Wor-

ship
St. Ann’s: 10am Worship.

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sunday:
8am Worship

COMMUNITY BIBLE 
CHURCH

Christian & Missionary Al-
liance of Grygla

Pastor TBA
Sunday:

9:30am Worship, 11am SS and 
Adult Bible Class.

Wednesdays: 
7pm Bible Study and Prayer.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Saturday:
Mt. Olive 9am Worship

Sunday:
St. Petri: 8am Worship

Nazareth: 9:45am Worship
Oak Park: 11am Worship

LIBERTY CHAPEL
Grygla

Fellowship of Christian As-
semblies
Sunday:

9:30am Worship.

 w CHURCH CALENDARS

Wed | July 13
Chargers Youth Base-

ball in Warren at 9am (bus 
leaves Grygla at 7:30); Se-
nior Meals at Grain Bin Café 
11am; Grygla Library open 
2-6pm; July senior birthday 
party at the Grain Bin Café 
2:30pm; Grygla Centennial 
Committee meeting at the 
Community Center 7pm; 
Pennington County Fair

Thurs | July 14
Grygla Eagle office open 

3-6pm; Pennington County 
Fair

Fri | July 15
Chargers Youth Baseball 

in Argyle at 9am (bus leaves 
Grygla at 7:45); Senior 
Meals at Grain Bin Café 
11am; Pennington County 
Fair

Sat | July 16
Pennington County Fair

Sun | July 17
 Open Sand Volleyball in 

Grygla 6-8pm; Pennington 
County Fair

Mon | July 18
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 

Café 11am

Tues | July 19
Grygla Eagle office open 
3-6pm; Summer League 

Basketball 6:15pm; Grande 
Corner Softball 6:30pm

Community 
Calendar

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128 

Oklee • 218-796-5177  

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Johnson Funeral 
Service, Inc.

U.S.P.S. No. 
002330

Grygla 
Eagle

Serving Eastern 
Marshall

& Northern Beltrami Counties
PUBLISHER - RICHARD D. RICHARDS

 Kari Sundberg- EDITOR

Phone 294-6220
—SUBSCRIPTION RATES—

$25 per year in the trade area (Grygla, 
Gatzke, Goodridge & Wannaska ad-
dresses)

$30 per year outside of the area

PUBLISHER’S LIABILITY FOR ERROR: 
The Publisher shall not be liable for slight 
changes or typographical errors that do not 
lessen the value of an advertisement. The Pub-
lisher’s liability for other errors or omissions 
in connection with an advertisement is strictly 
limited to publication of the advertisement 
in any subsequent issue or the refund of any 
monies paid for the advertisement.
 The “Grygla Eagle” is published weekly 
by Richards Publishing Co., Inc., Box 159, 
Gonvick, MN 56644. Periodical postage paid 
at Grygla, MN 56727.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
Grygla Eagle, PO Box 17, Grygla, MN 56727.

NATIONAL
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

Motel 89 Grand Opening

One of the updated single rooms at Motel 89.

In addition to inside changes, the outside of the motel 
has also gotten a makeover with new landscaping.

The kitchen portion of the common room contains vend-
ing machines and is open to guests from 8am-10pm.

Another view of the common room at Motel 89’s grand 
opening last Sunday afternoon.

One of the updated bathrooms at Motel 89 in Grygla.

Motel 89 also offers tanning packages to the public.

Swimming lessons will soon 
be starting for area Grygla 
kids. Lessons will be held the 
weeks of July 25-29 and Au-

gust 1-5 in Fosston. The bus 
will leave the Grygla School at 
12:15pm and will return back 
at approximately 4:45pm.

Swimming lessons to start

The 25th Annual Grygla 
Open is scheduled for Friday, 
July 22nd, at Oakcrest Golf 
Course in Roseau. Registration 
begins at 8:15am with tee off 
starting at 9am.

Sign up individually or sign 
up your team of four to Lynn 
Anderson (689-5892) or Bob 
Thompson (689-1374) by this 
Friday, July 15th. 

25th 
Annual 
Grygla 
Open

Diamonds back room
in Grygla

Friday, July 22nd and 
Saturday, July 23rd

starting at 10:30am

Something for everyone!
G17C

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

G
16

C

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

There’s no more checks to write, envelopes to seal or stamps to stick. Pay all your 
bills electronically with this safe, secure, easy-to-use service. To get started, stop 
by the bank or give us a call.

             nline Bill Pay is one of the most convenient services we offer. Pay

            bills from home, at work, and when you travel.O

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS OF MARSHALL 
COUNTY TOWNSHIPS

Holding November Election of Officers
The period for filing Affidavits of Candidacy for township office 

begins on Tuesday, August 2, 2016 and ends at 5:00 pm Tuesday, 
August 16, 2016, for the township election November 8, 2016. The 
offices open are Supervisor A, Clerk, and any unexpired term.

Filing shall be with the township clerk at a reasonable hour.
The filing fee is $2.00.
Dated:  July 7, 2016

Marshall County Assn. of Townships
Jill K. Hall, Secy.-Treasurer                                  G16C

HELP WANTED: 
IMMEDIATE OPENING

ELIGIBILITY  WORKER
Ability to:  organize, make decisions, remain objective, ac-

curately and rapidly process detailed information, express ideas 
clearly, comprehend and followwritten and verbal instructions.  
Computer skills, relating to people, and writing skills are es-
sential. Salary range $17.53 to $24.18 per hour.  Will require 
being eligible for Minnesota Merit System.  For questions contact 
Lisa at Marshall County Social  Services, 218-745-5124 and 
for an application go on line at http://agency.governmentjobs.
com/mnmeritsystem/default.cfm  Marshall  County  is  an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.   Deadline to apply is 7/22/16.    G16-17C

G16C

Please join us for a
Bridal 
Shower

Honoring
Sadie Olson

Saturday, July 16th at 10:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Grygla, MN 56727

Registered atTarget and 
Bergan Travel G16C

G
43C

-eow

Monson Electric
Services, Inc.

Grygla, MN

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial and
Farm Wiring - Underground

Trenching

Brad Monson • 294-6349
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Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Sockdolager                                       \sok-DOL-uh-jer\
Noun

Older slang. Something unusually large or heavy, or a deci-
sive reply or argument.

 w CARLYE’S COUNTRY CUISINE
Submitted by: 
Carlye Kiesow, Eagle Intern
Pineapple Upside 
Down Cupcakes
This is the first time I have 

ever done something close to a 
pineapple upside down cake. I 
know that in my house cook-
ies and cupcakes will be eaten 
faster than a cake, so I prefer 
to make those things more of-
ten. These were a super easy 
cupcake that tasted amazing. I 
kid you not, probably the best 
cupcakes I have ever made. 
I even got compliments from 
my brothers on them, and that 
is a rare thing. They are su-
per easy because you can just 
use a box cake mix to prepare 
them. If you want you can use 
a homemade recipe for the 
cake mix and not buy the store 
boxes, but that is all personal 
preference. 

As for myself, I changed up 
the recipe a little bit to accom-
modate to what we had for in-
gredients and what I like. We 
didn’t have a can of pineapples 
slices, so I just used a can of 
pineapple chunks, cut them in 
half, and placed three to a muf-

fin tin, placing them in a circle. 
Also, for the cherries, I don’t 
really like t hem and we didn’t 
have any, so I just skipped that 
part. 

As for the amount of cup-
cakes I got out of this recipe, I 
believe it was only 12. I didn’t 
have enough of the brown sugar 
and butter mixture to go into 
the muffins tins, so I just added 
a lot of dough to each cupcake. I 
may have ended up with two or 
three cupcakes that didn’t have 
pineapple or the brown sugar 
mixture to them. So either you 
can make more of the sugar 
mixture, ration better than I 
did, or just end up with a couple 
of plain cupcakes. Any way you 
want to do it is just fine and to-
tally up to you. 

These cupcakes have a to-
tally awesome flavor and are 
sure to be a hit wherever you 
plan on serving them. You can 
change up the recipe a little bit 
like I did or follow it exactly; 
the choice is yours!

Ingredients:
2 Cans Pineapple Slices
1/3 Cup Butter 
2/3 Cup Brown Sugar

9 Cherries
1 Package Yellow Cake Mix
Instructions:
Drain Pineapple but keep 

the juice for later use.
Mix together melted butter 

and brown sugar.
Evenly divide this mixture 

into 18 muffins tins that have 
been lightly sprayed with cook-
ing oil. Then lightly press pine-
apple slices into sugar mixture. 
Place one half cherry in the 
center of every pineapple slice. 
Next, prepare the yellow cake 
mix as directed on box, but 
when box calls for water re-
place with reserved pineapple 
juice. Fill the 18 muffins tins 
with batter. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 20-25 minutes or until 
done. Cool for 5 minutes, loos-
en edges and flip onto cookie 
sheet. Serve.

The regular meeting of the 
Grygla City Council was held 
on Monday, July 11th, at 7pm. 
The agenda included the ap-
proval of the June 13th meet-
ing minutes, which are includ-
ed below for your reference. 
Official minutes are taken by 
Rose Aune, City Clerk, and re-
capped by Eagle editor. For a 
full version, visit www.grygla.
govoffice2.com 

The June Council meet-
ing was held on the 13th with 
the following council members 
present: Mayor Richard Mosh-
er, Gavin Nordby, Lindsay Os-
lund, Robert Thompson and 
Dave Dunrud. Also present: 
Rose Aune, Rocky Hagen, Matt 
Upgren. Absent: None.

The previous month’s min-
utes were approved, along with 
receipts and disbursements, 
and payment of all bills pre-
sented. Other items included:

WATER TOWER
There is nothing new to re-

port at this time.
GAS DETECTOR FOR 

ARENA
There is nothing new to re-

port at this time.
COMMUNITY CENTER
They’re still waiting to do 

the flooring.
SOUTH ADDITION
Tony Nordby, from Houston 

Engineering, staked the new 
lots. Flags have been put up 
and pictures were taken.

SAFE ROUTES TO 
SCHOOL GRANT

Matt Upgren, Karvakko En-
gineering, was present to go 
over the updates on the SRTS 
project and the pre-construc-
tion Meeting. Davidson’s Con-
struction has been awarded the 
project. They want to start the 
project on Monday, June 20th. 
They have 25 consecutive days 
to get the project done. They 
should be able to get the work 
done in that time, but the light-
ing won’t get done until later in 
the summer. Since the project 
took so long to get awarded, the 
light poles didn’t get ordered 
until just recently.  

Council will check with Da-
vidsons to see if they have ev-
erything ordered and ready for 
the 20th. Otherwise they will 
wait until July 5th to start.

PLAYGROUND EQUIP-
MENT

There is nothing new to re-
port at this time.

CAMPSITE ADDITION-
AL HOOKUPS 

There is nothing new to re-
port at this time.

AIRPORT ELECTRICAL 
HOOKUPS 

There is nothing new to re-
port at this time.

RADAR SPEED LIMIT 
SIGNS

Thompson is going to see if 
MNDOT will install the signs 
and change the distance from 
town tin which he signs are lo-
cated.

FF ELECTRIC POLE
Nordby wasn’t able to make 

it to the FF meeting; council 
is waiting to hear what share 
they will pay on the electric 
bill.

REVOLVING LOANS
There is nothing new to re-

port at this time.
SHIP GRANT
Rose sent in the application 

for the Community Garden 
grant. Grant was approved for 
$500. It was decided to hold 
off on accepting the grant and 
starting the Community Gar-
den until after the Centennial.

NUISANCE ORDINANCE
Council made 1st approval 

to the ordinance, which can be 
found online on the city web-
site.

STREET SIGNS
Rocky is to look into install-

ing ‘Watch For Children’ signs 
on the south side of Fladeland 
Ave.

WORK CONTRACTS
Tabled until July meeting.
EXTRA MEETINGS
Thompson, Mosher, Nordby, 

and Oslund attended nuisance 
policy meeting.

SCHEDULE POLICY 
MEETING

The council will meet with 
audito when the annual audit 
is finished.

For a full version of current 
and past month’s minutes, visit 
the City of Grygla’s website at 
www.grygla.govoffice2.com 

Grygla 
City 
Council 
approves 
June 
Minutes

Karvakko Engineering, 
Architecture, Surveying and 
Planning is contracting with 
Davidson Ready Mix & Con-
struction, Inc. for Grygla’s 
‘Safe Routes to School’ side-
walk and lighting project, 
which started on July 5th. 

H&S Construction, out of 
Thief River Falls, is putting 
in the concrete and will have 
until the end of this month to 
get all the concrete done. They 
are putting in American with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) certi-
fied pedestrian routes. These 
routes are made possible be-
cause of a grant of Federal 
dollars from the Safe Routes 
to School Fund (SRTS). This 
grant was applied for by Kar-
vakko, P.A. and awarded to 
Grygla in 2014 due to the fact 
that many of the community’s 
kids were walking on the road-

‘Safe Routes to School’ project
way to get to and from school.  

As part of the SRTS project, 
7 new LED lighting units will 
be installed, along with two 
pushbutton activated cross-
walk flashers to help alert mo-
torists when someone wants to 
cross Trunk Highway 89. The 
new sidewalks will run on the 
south side of Trunk Highway 
89 from 6th Ave down to Mar-
shall Ave. The walks will also 
run on the north side of Trunk 
Highway 89 from 6th Ave to 
the existing sidewalk near the 
Coop Store (between Fladeland 
Ave and Main Ave). Pedestrian 
ramps on the sidewalks will 
include truncated domes and 
ADA compliant access routes.

This project has a complex 
funding situation where the 
Federal level dollars (SRTS) 
pays the majority of the proj-
ect cost. The cost of the proj-

ect is being estimated at 
$331,438.20. SRTS pays 80%, 
MnDot pays 18%, and the City 
of Grygla pays 2% (approxi-
mate percentages). 

Numerous companies are 
involved in Grygla’s new side-
walk/lighting project. They are: 
Davidson Ready Mix & Con-
struction, Inc. (prime contrac-
tor/handling earthwork), H&S 
Construction (subcontrac-
tor/handling concrete work), 
AAA Striping (subcontractor/
handling striping on the job 
like yellow curb painting and 
ground-in epoxy crosswalk 
markers), ITS (subcontrac-
tor/handling traffic control), 
Greenview Landscaping (sub-
contractor/handling turf estab-
lishment and restoration), NW 
Electric & Underground, Inc. 
(subcontractor/handling light-
ing units & crosswalk flashers)

Minutes from the Grygla/
Gatzke School Board Meeting 
held on Thursday, May 19th, 
2016, 8pm - Chairperson of the 
board Nicolette Leach called 
the meeting to order at 8:04pm 
with Gary Polansky, Shaunna 
Olson, Karina Tinnes, Charisa 
Limesand, Jim Verbout, Prin-
cipal Lunsetter, and Superin-
tendent Clow present.   

Pledge of Allegiance was 
said and the board approved 
agenda as presented, minutes 
from the previous month’s 
meeting, along with payment 
of the bills.

Finance Report: The bal-
ance last year at this time was 
about $1,351,000. The district 
has saved a bit due to the tech-
nology position changing from 
a full time teacher position to 
Isaac Kvasager working sepa-
rate hours on technology, as 
well as staff making the most 
of what we have.    
General Fund          $89,451.59	
MSDLAF             $1,453,349.99
Food Service                4,881.71	
Checking                    38,099.25
Comm. Service               299.01
Scholarship                        0.00
Scholarship Trust              0.00
Total                        $94,632.31	
Total                    $1,491,449.24

Student Report: Given by 
Bailey Watne and Gabe Arve-
son. Five students were induct-
ed into the National Honor So-
ciety on 5/5/16: McKayla Vad, 
Ashley Moe, Alaina Monson, 
Brooke Limesand, and Carlye 
Kiesow. The NHS supper was 
held on 5/12/16, with Kandy 
Sundberg and Hazel Thomas 
cooking and other staff serving 
and cleaning up. Renae West-
brock and Travis Smith took 
the sixth graders on their class 
trip from 5/9-5/11/16; the stu-
dents were very well behaved. 
The elementary music pro-
gram was held on 5/13/16, un-
der the direction of Gene Lun-
setter. The staff appreciation 
breakfast and student worker 
auction was on 5/3/16, planned 
by the student council; they’ve 
also planned a fun day in the 
high school on 5/25/16. Com-
ing up soon will be the student 
council and class officer elec-
tions for the 16-17 school year. 
Eighth grade FACS students 
have been cooking, baking, 
and sewing. Track subsections 
will be on 5/23/16. A Tropical 
Getaway prom was held on 
4/30/16. High mileage students 
placed seventh in Brainerd at 
the annual competition—the 
best GHS has ever done.    

Teacher Report: Given by 
Greg Monson, Beth Kucera, 
Jean Schulz, Travis Smith, 
and Renae Westbrock. The 
senior slide show and senior 
books are ready. Beth Kucera 
and Gabe Rath, senior advi-
sors, had t-shirts made for the 
seniors. Grygla placed seventh 
out of 29 teams at the high 
mileage competition; one of the 
cars broke down on the last 
qualifying round. Students and 
teachers will attend a probabil-
ity carnival on 5/24/16, put on 
by the sixth and seventh grade 
students. The sixth grade class 
received many compliments on 
the class trip, and the students 
especially enjoyed the Oliver 
Kelley Farm. Travis Smith 
chaperoned to state student 
council for Beth Kucera this 
year. Grades 4-6 had track and 
field day today; kindergarten 
will be on 5/23/16 and grades 
1-3 on 5/24/16.              

Principal Report: Given 
by Principal Lunsetter. An-
nual dues for National Honor 
Society went from $85 to $385 
last year, so Minnesota has 
started the Minnesota Honor 
Society; colleges were asked 
and responded they will rec-
ognize MHS the same as NHS. 
Principal Lunsetter will ask 
area schools if they’ve switched 
due to the dues increase and 
would like the board to con-
sider the option of switching. 
Elementary teachers proposed 
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Construction has started on the new sidewalk/lighting project in Grygla. Of the esti-
mated $331,438.20 cost of the project, the City of Grygla is responsible for an estimated 
2% of that cost. The project will likely be completed by the time the school year begins.

Grygla School 
Board May Minutes

going 1-to-1 in the elementary, 
which will mean purchasing 
a touch screen laptop for each 
student in grades K-6. The 
cost will be comparable to the 
Chromebooks purchased for the 
high school last year. Elemen-
tary students, however, will not 
take them home. There is so 
much available online with the 
new Everyday Math curricu-
lum that was just purchased for 
the elementary; Renae West-
brock and Greg Monson demon-
strated some of the online fea-
tures. The elementary teachers 
will try to have a proposal 
ready to approve at the June 
board meeting. Administration 
is looking to move from five bus 
routes to four starting fall of 
2016; Principal Lunsetter has 
driven the proposed routes with 
the drivers, and there are mini-
mal changes to the distances 
and times of the current routes. 
Tomorrow, 5/20/16, is a teacher 
inservice day: four hours will 
be spent on CPR training, with 
various meetings in the after-
noon. Update on the new cam-
era system: we are still looking 
at four to six new cameras, one 
will not be put in the shop, and 
the option of adding the DVR 
for $2,500 will be considered 
because the current DVR is not 
working correctly. Changes to 
the student handbook include 
changes to: staff and advisor-
ships, alcohol/tobacco/drug 
policy, and students in ISS 
will turn over their cell phones 
and Chromebooks (unless the 
Chromebook is needed for an 
assignment); the board will 
approve next month. Student 
council elections are next week. 
Graduation is at 2:00 p.m. on 
5/21/16. Shaunna Olson started 
working in the office on 5/2/16, 
and is doing well. Thank you to 
Beth Kucera for all your hard 
work with student council, Na-
tional Honor Society, yearbook, 
senior slide show, graduation, 
and so much more. Thank you 
also to the teachers who cover 
for others when it’s difficult to 
find substitutes.                                         

Superintendent Report: 
Given by Superintendent Clow. 
The bus report includes future 
substantial engine work on 
Bus 4, estimated to cost around 
$10,000. Grades 5 & 6 football 
program was discussed; Super-
intendent Clow asked the board 
to consider safety, expense for 
the start-up, and probability of 
having coaches before moving 
forward. After discussing the 
likelihood of coaches commit 
for more than a year or two and 
having the training to teach 
safety to players, the board de-
cided not to start the program 
at this time. Karina will replace 
Shaunna as the MSHSL com-
mittee member when Shaunna 
resigns from the school board in 
June. To comply with MSHSL 
rules, board members will elec-
tronically receive the Why We 
Play training video from Prin-
cipal Lunsetter.          

Other items approved: 
2016-2017 membership in 
the MSHSL, the hire of Greg 
Monson as JV girls basketball 
coach, the hire of Jason Grand-
strand as grades 7-12 social 
studies teacher, the recom-
mended 2016-2017 lunch prices 
and fees, the 2016-2017 phased 
retirement program for Owen 
Hagen, the sale of Bus #8, VIN 
#1GB3BGXE1145850, to ISD 
561 (Goodridge), for $37,500, 
effective 6-1-16, the sale of two 
acres of school district land 
in Spruce Grove Township to 
Spruce Grove Township. (Legal 
copy of the sale to be on file in 
the school district office.)

The board approved the fol-
lowing candidates for gradu-
ation, pending completion of 
graduation requirements: Mat-
thew Aune, Madison Bakken, 
Austin Brateng, Kelly Dough-
erty, Jordan Hagen, William 
Holthusen, Ty Jelle, Brittanie 
Jones, Samantha Kraulik, Ash-
ley Lawrence, Erin Monson, 

Dustin Nelson, Danielle Olson, 
McKayla Vad, Shantel Ver-
bout, and Nikita Waletzki. 

The board accepted the fol-
lowing donations:

$200.00 from Grygla Legion 
for students attending Legion-
ville; $100.00 from Ralph Run-
dell for robotics; $200.00 from 
Grygla-Gatzke Jaycees for a 
track sign; $12.74 from Mar-
shall Co. Am. Dairy Assn. for 
winter sports banquet milk; 
$200.00	from Grygla Lions 
Club for a track sign; $300.00 
from Randy McMillin for robot-
ics; $400.00 from Grygla Lions 
Club for robotics; $300.00 from 
Memorial of Roland Klamar 
for 15-16 scholarships; $500.00 
from Grygla Lions Club for 
15-16 scholarships; $1,000.00 
from Machinewell for 15-16 
scholarships; $250.00 from 

Gary & Laurie Polansky for 15-
16 scholarships; $500.00 from 
GEA for 15-16 scholarships.

Trustee Reports: Shaunna 
Olson will hand out certificates 
at the last day of school awards 
ceremony for years of service 
(Owen Hagen 40, Christopher 
Jelen 15, Evelyn Wheat Wal-
ing 5) and retirement (Hazel 
Thomas and Ronald Waling). 
After speaking with Mildred 
Klamar, Jamie arranged for 
secondary students to visit the 
veterans memorial with social 
studies teacher Alex McDonald 
and write letters to veterans in 
English teacher Drew Kjono’s 
class; Mildred will deliver the 
letters to the VA hospital.     

Meeting adjourned at 9:21 
p.m.  Next mtg. time/date: 
6-30-16, 8:00 PM.  

Submitted by: 
Carlye Kiesow, Eagle Intern
Glitter and 
Studded Sneakers
Whether it be a brand new 

pair of Chuck Taylors or an 
old pair of cheap cute canvas 
sneakers from a thrift store, 
they are the comfiest shoes and 
look cute with basically any-
thing. Know what I am talk-
ing about? I know you do. This 
pair of shoes is probably over-
worn like mine and in need of 
a little makeover. What is a 
better way to add a little shine 
to your shoes than glitter and 
studs? I, myself, am a fan of 
glitter and little studs to make 
things a little more edgy. This 
week’s DIY will be remaking 
an old worn out canvas sneak-
er into something to show off. 
The materials for this project 
are minimal and low cost. The 
list of materials needed for this 
project is as follows:

A pair of canvas sneakers
Fabric glue
Paint brushes (to apply glue 

easier)
Glitter (color of your choice)
Painters tape
Iron-on studs (can be found 

in most craft stores)
Instructions:
You are going to need to 

take out the laces of the sneak-
er and place them aside, they 
will be replaced in the end.

We are going to apply glit-
ter to the tongue of the shoe 
first so you can just tape down 
the sides of the shoes to make 
it easier to let the glitter stick 
and not rub off the glue. Pull 
out the tongue a little bit and 
apply a generous amount of 
glue to the shoe. Next, you 
pour glitter onto the area you 
just put glue on and wait for 
it to dry; shake off the excess 
glitter. 

Next, untape the sides of 

your shoe and repeat the same 
process with the sides and 
back. Make sure not to get glue 
on the rubber parts of the shoes 
and only cover the canvas fab-
ric of the shoes with glue and 
glitter. Make sure you give the 
glue long enough time to dry 
before shaking it too much or 
bumping it against anything. 

Next step is the rubber part 
by the toe. Here is where you 
will be applying the studs. 
Paint on a good amount of glue, 
and begin adding your studs. 
It works best to start in the 
middle of the rubber and work 
your way down. You can add as 
many studs as you want, cov-
ering the whole toe or making 
a design with the studs. Make 
sure the shoe is fully dry before 
putting your laces back in. The 
glitter is going to wear off with 
each use. You can use different 
types of adhesive like Elmer’s 
fabric glue or Mod Podge. 

Intern Carlye’s DIY!

NOTICE OF FILING DATES FOR
ELECTION OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 447
GRYGLA

STATE OF MINNESOTA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the period for filing affidavits 

of candidacy for the office of school board member of Independent 
School District No. 447 shall begin on August 2, 2016, and shall 
close at 5 o’clock p.m. on August 16, 2016.

The general election shall be held on Tuesday, November 8, 
2016. At that election, three school board members will be elected 
to the School Board for terms of four (4) years each.

Affidavits of Candidacy are available from the school district 
clerk, Grygla School, 114 N. Fladeland Ave., PO Box 18, Grygla, 
MN 56727. The filing fee for this office is $2. A candidate for 
this office must be an eligible voter, must be 21 years of age  
or more on assuming office, must have been a resident of the 
school district from which the candidate seeks election for thirty 
(30) days before the general election, and must have no other 
affidavit on file for any other office at the same primary or next 
ensuring general election.

The affidavits of candidacy must be filed in the office of the 
school district clerk and the filing fee paid prior to 5 o’clock p.m. 
on August 16, 2016.

Dated: Tuesday, July 5, 2016
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
/s/ Karina Timmes
School District Clerk                     G17C
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Looking back to the early 1900’s

Taken from Grygla’s 75-year 
History Book

Written by: Joy Nordby
Research into the mysteri-

ous character for whom Grygla 
was named leaves a consid-
erable amount of doubt as to 
which of several versions is the 
closest to the truth. Marshall 
County records, along with re-
cords at the Minnesota Histori-
cal Society, give no clue as to 
why the founding fathers chose 
the name “Grygla”.

According to records in the 
Minnesota Book of Post Offices, 
the Grygla post office was es-
tablished April 30th, 1898. A 
Thief River Falls newspaper, 
dating back to 1898, made some 
mention of the Grygla settle-
ment, indicating that the name 
had already been established at 
that time.

In 1910, an article printed 
in the Thief River Falls Times 
gives a colorful account of a 
person by the name of Frank 
Grygla, for whom they say Gry-
gla was named. According to 
this account, Frank Grygla was 
known as the “Father of the 
Polish National Alliance” and 
“Commissioner of the Alliance 
for Minnesota and Nebraska.” 
Frank Grygla was reported to 
have come from an ancient and 
noble family in Poland, his fa-
ther being Count Gryglazewski. 
Frank Grygla fought in the Pol-
ish Revolution of 1863, was left 
for dead on the battlefield with 

seven wounds, captured by the 
Russians, and transported to 
Siberia. The account says he 
escaped from Siberia, walked 
14,000 miles and eventually 
ended up in the United States 
where he entered trade in Min-
neapolis and became known in 
politics. Serving as president 
of the Polish National Alliance, 
Frank Grygla was reported 
to have been instrumental in 
raising funds to assist Polish 
refuges in acquiring farms in 
the U.S. The story goes on to 
say that Mr. Grygla had es-
tablished a Polish colony near 
Stephen and proposed in 1910 
to settle a colony of 200 families 
around Grygla, the town which 
took his name. 

The flaw in this story is that 
it was written 12 years after 
the town of Grygla had been 
named, which really doesn’t 
explain what Mr. Grygla was 
doing here in 1898. We should 
also note that the colony he had 
proposed to establish in 1910 
never materialized. 

There are several other ac-
counts written about the name 
Grygla.

The Marshall County His-
tory book, under Florian 
(Wright Township) gives this 
account: “Florian was origi-
nally named Stanislawo after 
Stanislog Gryglazewsi, a land 
agent from Chicago. But being 
difficult to pronounce, the post 
office was operated under the 

name of the pastor, Father Flo-
rian Maruszewske. The village 
of Grygla, located in extreme 
Marshal County, where he 
tried to establish a polish col-
ony, is named after land agent 
Gryglazewski.

Several other accounts have 
also been written, but most 
seem to agree that Mr. Grygla 
came from a noble Polish blood. 
In one story, it was reported 
that the founders of Grygla had 
planned to name the post office 
in the village Williams, after 
the Williamson family, one of 
the first to settle in the area. 
Discovering that there was al-
ready a town named Williams 
in Minnesota, they decided to 
use the name of the U.S. Post-
al inspector, Mr. Gryglavitch, 
son of a Polish count, who had 
signed his name to the docu-
ment establishing the Grygla 
post office. 

Another account has been 
written claiming that Mr. Gry-
glaeski (spelled as such), son of 
a Polish Count, was a surveyor 
for the Great Northern Rail-
road, and still another account 
claims that Mr. Grygla was an 
engineer and surveyor for the 
huge draining system in north-
ern Minnesota.

Perhaps by the time Grygla 
celebrates its 100th birthday in 
2017, the pieces of this puzzle 
can be put together.

How Grygla got its name
An early photo of Main Street Grygla (possibly 1904) looking towards the northwest. 

The building on the left would be the corner of Main Street and Highway 89.

Taken from Grygla’s 75-year 
History Book

Written by: Lillian Sundberg
The Homestead Act was 

passed by the U.S. Congress in 
1862. This stated everyone over 
the age of 21 years of age was 
entitled to file on 160 acres of 
land and to claim that land if 
certain requirements were met. 
Only one permit to file was al-
lowed for any one person. Land 
could not be filed on or in an 
area already set aside as a Res-
ervation for Indians.

Therefore, in 1889, a treaty 
was signed with the Red Lake 
Indian Reservation stating 
that they cede part of the Red 
Lake Indian Reservation, in 
return for annuities and other 
considerations, for a large part 
of land west and north of Red 
Lake. This then opened up the 
area for homesteading.

Survey crews came in and 
charted the newly opened land 
into 40 acre lots. Four forties 
were called a quarter, which is 
¼ of a section. A section is one 
mile long and one mile wide. 
Each quarter of land had to be 
filed on, in person, at a land 
office in Crookston. “Provid-
ing up” meant the settler had 
completed his part of the home-
stead requirements.

The first white men in the 
area were the Gilthvedt broth-
ers who came by canoes into 
southern Minnesota. They 
were fur trappers who arrived 
in 1893. They traveled from 
Thief Lake to Moose River and 
on to Rapid River where they 
set up camps. They lived on 
moose and bear meat. Beaver 
meat was too slippery to swal-
low.

In June of 1898, A.O. Flad-
eland arrived; Ole Newton also 
came that summer. That fall, 
he joined Fladeland in open-
ing a little store about ½ mile 
northwest of the present site 
of Grygla. Ole Newton was the 
man who transported goods 
and supplies from Thief River 
Falls by ox-drawn wagons or 
by boat in the spring. The trip 
to Thief River and back took 
about one week. Along the way, 
there were stopping places 
where travelers could obtain 
food and shelter for themselves 
and the oxen.

By 1903, the community had 
expanded and the original vil-
lage was moved to its present 
site. Some of the early village 
residents were the following 
families: Newton, Fladeland, 
Loyd, Holbrok, Williamson, 
Brown and Bush.

After many letters of re-
quests and petitions were sent 
to Washington, D.C., the Postal 
Department sent out an in-
spector to check on the situa-
tion. The inspector’s name was 

Count Gryglavitch, a former 
member of the Polish Royal 
family. He had become a citizen 
of the United States and repre-
sented the U.S. Postal Depart-
ment. Because no one could 
agree on a name, the inspector 
signed his own name to the re-
quest and “Grygla” became the 
name of what is called “The 
Biggest Little Town of Its Size.”

The first settler in Valley 
Township was Hans Peterson 
who came to the area in 1898. 
He was a grain farmer at Fish-
er, MN, and also owned several 
horses and cattle. Because of 
a severe drought in this part 
of Minnesota that summer, 
and a hailstorm wiping out 
his crops, he decided to search 
for a homestead where grass 
and hay were plentiful. He 
came to a place near the Mud 
River, which he liked and filed 
a claim. Hans was a sociable 
man who liked to trade horses 
and cattle and made part of his 
income that way.

Another early settler was 
H.W. Hanson who came from 
Amery, Wisconsin, and filed a 
quarter of land which is now 
owned by Lowell Warne in 
Northwood Township.

Charles Knutson and his 
brother Albert filed on home-
steads in 1900. The Knutsons 
operated the Grygla Hotel and 
Livery Stable. They also oper-
ated a delivery service using 
a stone boat, which is like a 
sleigh that could travel on snow 
or dry land. If anyone needed 
goods transported, Charles 
hitched the mule to the boat 
and hauled goods to where they 
were needed.

The Grygla Co-op Cream-
ery opened in 1906. The Gry-
gla Hospital, managed by Dr. 
King, and later by Dr. Adkins, 
opened in 1912. The hospital 
was built and financed by com-
munity volunteers. It had 25 
or 30 rooms, staffed by several 
nurses. Dr. Adkins was a great 
surgeon and also made home 
visits.

The first settlers in the 
area suffered many hardships. 
Large fires, floods, poverty and 
no or poor roads. But, in spite 
of everything, they stayed and 
built up a thriving country.

The first school house was 
built in 1901, located where the 
former feed store stood. The 
next year, a larger two-room 
school house was built. In 1903, 
the Grygla Eagle, a weekly 
newspaper, was published by 
George Johnson; this was tak-
en over by Harvey Mussey in 
1910.

The railroad was extended 
to Holt in 1903 and Middle 
River in 1904. In 1904, George 
Johnson bought the former 
Maney Hotel. The building had 

23 rooms, which were almost 
always filled. In 1910, Charlie 
Knutson’s father bought the 
hotel. Meals were served and 
transportation to anywhere in 
the area was provided by Char-
lie and Albert Knutson. Albert 
started a dray and livery sta-
ble. They had several horses 
and two covered rigs. Andrew 
Clay opened a drug store and 
Mr. Moses started a photogra-
phy studio in 1910. 

In 1910, an extensive system 
of drainage ditches was begun. 
Walking crawlers and scow 
dredges dug ditches to drain 
the swamps. After the swamps 
and bogs were drained people 
rushed to take up claims. At 
one time, every quarter of land 
had a settler who remained for 
a few years before giving up 
their homestead rights.

By 1912, the Brown General 
Merchandise Store was opened 
and the Post Office was moved 
to that place. Later, a telephone 
exchange was installed with a 
central operator. Telephones 
were installed in every home. A 
pool hall was opened in connec-
tion with the Grocen Café. Feed 
mills were built and a black-
smiths shop was started. 

In 1916, Fladelands opened 
up a garage, which they oper-
ated until about 1940. In 1917, 
the first village election was 
held and the village was incor-
porated, thereby, leaving the 
township of Valley and forming 
their own government.

The first minister to arrive 
was Rev. Halvor Bjornson. He 
preached in the school house in 
town and served several com-
munities in the area.

George Johnson started the 
first Grygla State Bank and 
Johnny Peterson opened Citi-
zen State Bank. They closed 
during the Great Depression. 
T.J. Lillevold and his brother 
I.O. started the Carmel Brass 
Band. Members included men 
from the villages and surround-
ing farms.

In 1919, a big flood destroyed 
roads, bridges and crops 
throughout the area. Farmers 
were forced to sell their cattle 
because of no hay or pasture. 
In 1931, a forest fire burned 
several homes and barns in the 
communities east of Grygla. A 
school house was destroyed and 
a store located at Fourtown. 
Two people lost their lives and 
several were burned so badly 
they spent several months in 
the hospital. Most property and 
livestock were destroyed. In 
1950, another flood destroyed 
bridges, roads and property in 
the area. That year was one of 
the wettest seasons this com-
munity ever experienced.

Early Settlement of Grygla

The Maney Hotel, built in 1907, began with a charge of $0.25 a night and increased 
their prices as the economic condition improved.

Main Street in Grygla before the 1917 fire. The first four buildings from the left (south 
to north) were destroyed in the fire. The Citizen State Bank, north of the Willard Hotel 
(on the same corner where the American State Bank is now located) was saved through 
citizen efforts.

Grading on Hwy 89 through Grygla in 1910. Fladeland’s barn is in the background. The 
location is west of the Coop Store. Otto Lee is operating the grader, his son, Henry Lee, is 
on the tractor and a Mr. Lund is also pictured.

Left Photo: Flossy Newton, Mary and Ellen Maney. The three young ladies were work-
ers at the Maney Hotel, which is pictured top right on this page.

Right Photo: Fladeland, his son, and 4 son in laws, who are mentioned in the story to 
the right. Back: Son in-laws Albert Loyd, Ole Newton, Hans Peterson. Front: Abe Newton, 
Arne Fladeland, Ole Fladeland. 

Former Grygla Hospital in 1917, located on Hwy 89, east of the present Farmer’s Union 
Station.


