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Coming next week ... Fourtown/Grygla Sportsman’s Club holds their annual holiday/membership supper.

Today
Cloudy

H 0     L -18

Thurs
Partly Cloudy 
 H -10    L -26

Fri
Partly Cloudy
    H -1    L -3

Sat
Cloudy

  H 16    L -13

Sun
Partly Cloudy
   H -6    L -16

Written by Kari Sundberg, 
Eagle Editor

This is a special Christmas 
story about one family who 
came together over the holi-
days to recreate some time-
less memories in a familiar old 
farmhouse. 

The children and grandchil-
dren of Robert and Mary Ann 
Verbout gathered to celebrate 
one last Christmas in the old 
house that built them – a house 
that will soon be moved off the 
farm.

Sitting just outside of Gry-
gla, is the old farmstead of 
Robert and Mary Ann Verbout, 
who originally bought the prop-
erty in May of 1957 and resided 
there until 2010. (The couple 
then moved to Valley Home 
in Thief River Falls following 
Mary Ann’s heart surgery.) 
Robert passed away in 2012; 
Mary Ann in 2018. 

Their granddaughter, Ali-
sha Anderson, along with her 
husband, Robbie, and their 
kids, now reside on the farm, 
just having built a beautiful 
new home after living in the 
old farmhouse for a few years 
first. The old house will soon be 
moved to rural Grygla, with an-
other family able to create some 
new memories in it and make 
it their own, but first, Alisha 
wanted one last Christmas for 
old time’s sake. She had many 
memories of growing up and 
celebrating a big Christmas at 
her grandparent’s house and 
decided to get the ball rolling 
one last time.

The following interview was 
conducted with Alisha Ander-
son, who is the daughter of 
John Verbout. 

First, let’s start with the 
timeline of you moving into 
your grandparent’s house 
and how that came to be:

Robbie and I moved back 
to Grygla in June of 2018. We 
weren’t sure where we wanted 
to live yet or where we wanted 
our kids to go to school. We 
were living with my dad until 
we sold our house in Duluth. 
Our house sold in December of 
2018, but we still weren’t quite 
sure where we wanted to call 

home. 
Call it fate, but the per-

son renting my grandparent’s 
house at the time decided to 
move back to his hometown, 
so the house was open for us 
at the right time. We moved 
into my grandparent’s house 
on Thanksgiving weekend; I 
was able to tell my grandma 
we were moving in before she 
passed. 

While living here, both Rob-
bie and I were pulled back into 
small town life. The simplicity 
and slowness of rural living 
was a breath of fresh air and my 
grandparent’s yard was home 
for me; I couldn’t imagine go-
ing anywhere else. 
A few job changes 
occurred in our fa-
vor, and we made 
the decision to 
build across the 
yard after exceed-
ingly vetting the 
idea of remodeling 
and adding onto 
my grandparent’s 
house. We moved 
into our new home 
mid-July of this 
year, 2021.

And your 
grandparent’s old house 
will soon be moving off the 
farm?

Yes. My hope was that we 
could find someone who could 
put the house to good use, and 
I’m so happy that it will be. It 
will be heading east to a farm-
stead in rural Grygla.

Let’s dive into where the 
idea for “A Very Verbout 
Christmas” began:

Ever since I had my own 
Christmas in that house when 
my family moved in on Thanks-
giving weekend in 2018, I have 
wanted to have a big family 
Christmas again. My Grandma 
passed away a week after we 
moved in, so it was a very emo-
tional and sentimental time for 
me. Family time, traditions, 
and making memories are im-
portant to me. 

While we were living in my 
grandparent’s house, different 
cousins would come over to vis-
it and we would all talk about 

all the memories we had grow-
ing up, many of them involving 
Christmas Eve. I love hearing 
all the stories that my aunts, 
uncles, and cousins have to of-
fer. My dad is the third young-
est of the 11 siblings so there 
are a lot of things he doesn’t 
remember or has a different 
point of view on due to his age. 
Similarly, as one of the young-
er cousins, there were things 
we never got to experience or 
didn’t pay attention to since we 
were so little, so it’s fun to hear 
things we didn’t catch on to due 
to our age at the time.

My dad’s youngest sister 
creates these cute short Christ-

mas videos that she and her 
son put together. This year, she 
gathered old photos of child-
hood Christmas celebrations 
and put them in a video with 
Lynn Anderson’s “Ding-A-Ling 
the Christmas Bell” playing 
in the background. It tugged 
at a lot of heartstrings, and I 
responded to her text saying 
how precious the video was and 
that I felt so bad as I’ve had 
this idea of one last Christmas 
in Grandma and Grandpa’s 
house but have been too busy 
to even think about organizing 
it. My aunt took it from there 
and said, “We have to do this, 
our family loves Christmas, it 
is last minute, but we’ll make it 
work and we’ll make it great!” 

And actually, it worked out 
best this year as the house was 
empty and provided more room 
for us to create the most nostal-
gic atmosphere!

Has it been a long time 
since the whole Verbout 

family gathered for Christ-
mas? 

It has been a very long time. 
The last time Grandma and 
Grandpa hosted Christmas Eve 
was in 2002, I believe. Each 
year they’d host Christmas Eve 
for whoever could come, know-
ing that it might be the in-laws 
turn that year so not everyone 
would be there. We have all 
gathered since for weddings 
and funerals, however, not 
even then do we get everyone 
at one time due to there being 
so many of us. Grandma and 
Grandpa had 11 kids (8 girls 
and 3 boys) and 29 grandchil-
dren. 

Was your grand-
parent’s house the 
traditional gath-
ering place when 
they both still lived 
there? 

Yes, you always 
knew you had a place 
to go on Christmas 
Eve as my grand-
ma loved having 
a houseful. As the 
years passed, it be-
came more and more 
stressful, however, 
I know as a mother 

myself, there was probably 
nothing better than as many of 
her kids as possible all together 
under one roof for one night of 
the year.  

“A Very Verbout Christ-
mas” took place on the farm 
on December 29th. Was ev-
eryone able to make it?

10 out of 11 of my grandpar-
ent’s children were able to at-
tend, 13 of 29 grandchildren, 
and 23 of 44 great grandchil-
dren. We had 58 people packed 
in my grandparent’s house that 
night and it sounded just like it 
used to: full of laughter, chaos, 
and thuds from upstairs as the 
little ones played. Some had 
never met each other before 
but they all played together as 
if they knew each other forever. 

Take us into the house 
that night you all gathered: 

We had all the traditional 
food, drink, and goodies that 
my grandma and aunts used 
to make on Christmas Eve. My 

A Very Verbout Christmas

aunts decorated with old pic-
tures and décor that used to 
be present at Christmas Eve 
celebrations, complete with a 
real Charlie Brown Christmas 
tree decorated with bulbs from 
their time-period. All other dé-
cor was stuff that was familiar 
to all of us from our visits to 
Grandma’s house. 

We tried to give everyone 
an experience as if nothing had 
changed. 

One year, my grandpa gave 
my grandma a record player 
for Christmas, so my aunt had 
a record player set up playing 
old vinyl’s of Lynn Anderson 
and Buck Owen’s Christmas 
classics, which prompted some 
waltzing in the living room. 

We had our traditional 
sleigh ride, one for the whole 
family, even though it was bit-
terly cold, and one for us older 
cousins and some aunts to 
push each other off one more 
time. Once again, there was a 
bottleneck to get out the door 
to the sleigh ride, a few gloves 
were sent home with the wrong 
people, and we lost a boot along 
the way. We had a piñata for 
all the great grandchildren just 
like we always had growing up 
too. My aunt orchestrated a 
“Verbout Family Feud” which 
was a fun way to test each oth-
er on traditions they all had. 
There were many laughs dur-
ing this game and of course, the 
noise level in the whole house 
increased dramatically! 

Finally, my aunt worked 
hard to give all her 10 siblings 
a “Santa” gift. This was a mem-
orable gift from their childhood 
or something she remembered 
her siblings playing with a lot. 
Each gift was from its vintage 
year, and it was just really spe-
cial of her to go out of her way 
to find and remember 10 spe-
cial items that most remem-
bered. 

What is your own favor-
ite Christmas memory in 
your grandparent’s house?

My favorite Christmas 

Left: 10 of the 11 Verbout siblings were able to make it to the Christmas celebration on the 29th. Front row, L-R: Lenay Hermanson, John Verbout, 
Roxane Kirkeide, Dawn Wilson. Back row, L-R: Dennis Verbout, Sharon Hook, Barbara Partridge, Shirley Magner, Susan Smith, Ardell Smith. Right: 
With the farmhouse being empty, the crew was able to create a very nostalgic atmosphere for their last Christmas in the house. 

Photos courtesy of     Alisha Anderson

Verbout Christmas...
Continued on back

Sitting just outside of Grygla is the old farmstead of Robert and Mary Ann Verbout, who resided here from 1957 until 2010. Their granddaughter, 
Alisha Anderson, along with her husband, Robbie, and their three children moved into the old farmhouse for a few years before recently building their 
new home right across the yard. Soon the old farmhouse will be moved off the property, which prompted one last family Christmas (and trip down 
memory lane) to be held at the farm. Photo courtesy of Alisha Anderson

parent’s house the 
traditional gath
ering place when 
they both still lived 
there? 

knew you had a place 
to go on Christmas 
Eve as my grand
ma loved having 
a houseful. As the 
years passed, it be
came more and more 
stressful, however, 
I know as a mother 

“We had 58 people packed 
in my grandparent’s house that 
night and it sounded just like it 
used to: full of laughter, chaos, 
and thuds from upstairs as the 

little ones played.” 

- Alisha Anderson

We’ve got just enough 
snow out there to make for 
some great riding. All of the 
snowmobile trails in the 
area have been groomed 
courtesy of Aaron Holthu-
sen, who will be going back 
out there this week. The 
Fourtown/Grygla Sports-
man’s Club is wishing you 
a fun and safe snowmobile 
season. Photos courtesy of 
Aaron Holthusen

A winter favorite is the 
snowshoe and ski candlelight 
events held by area Minnesota 
State Parks. Unfortunately, 
none were held last year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but they are back up and run-
ning this year in various State 
Parks surrounding the area. 

You can check out the MN 
DNR website under State 
Parks/Candlelight Events for 
more information on location, 
dates and times.

Upcoming events at a park 
closest to Grygla would be this 
Saturday, January 8th, at Itas-
ca State Park. (Also again on 
Saturday, Feb. 5.) It’s an eve-
ning lantern lit snowshoe walk 
that provides a new experience 
and fun for the whole family. 
The event runs from 5-7:30pm. 
Start at the Mary Gibbs Mis-
sissippi Headwaters Center. 
Lighted trails include School-
craft Trail and trail to Missis-
sippi Headwaters. Snowshoe 
or hike at your own pace along 
the lantern lit route during 
this drop-in event.

For more information, con-
tact Connie Cox at 218-699-
7259.

Before you go:
• Anyone age 16 or older 

must carry a signed ski pass 
when using groomed cross-
country ski trails in state parks 
or state forests, or on state 
trails or grant-in-aid trails.

• Many parks offer rentals. 
See a list of cross-country ski 
rentals or snowshoe rentals 
on the Minnesota State Parks 
website.

• Be safe and smart in cold 
weather. Tips are available 
on the Minnesota State Parks 
website.

• Restrooms and vault toi-
lets are open daily at all Min-
nesota state parks throughout 
the year.

• Before you go... Find out 
the snow conditions.

• Trails are still open, even 
when there’s no snow - it just 
becomes a wintery hike, rather 
than snowshoe or ski! 

Purchase a vehicle permit 
and get a year of unlimited vis-
its to all of Minnesota’s state 
parks and recreation areas.

Candlelight 
snowshoe 
and ski 
events held
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•	 CHURCH CALENDARS
Worship.

St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sunday, Jan 9
11am Worship w/ Annual 
Meeting to follow, 8am FB 

Live Broadcast

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
Pastor Tim Lundeen

Sundays
8:30am Worship

Mondays
9am Quilting

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Wednesday, Jan 5

Wednesday School 5-7pm, LYS 
7-8pm

Saturday, Jan 8
Mt. Olive Worship at 9am

Sunday, Jan 9
St. Petri: 8am Worship, 

9:15am SS
Nazareth: 8:30am SS, 9:45am 

Worship
OP: 9:45am SS, 11am Worship

Please email your church cal-
endars to grygla.eagle@gmail.

com in a timely fashion. 
Thank you!

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Vicar Marilyn Grafstrom
Recorded services are avail-

able on-demand on the church 
website and will play on Gar-
den Valley channel 36 on 
Wednesdays 7pm and Sundays 
9am & 7pm. gracelutherangry-
gla.weebly.com

Calendar N/A

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp

Sunday services are posted 
online on the Parish YouTube 
channel. They are rebroad-
cast on the GVTV Channel 36 
on Wednesdays at 9am and 
6:30pm.

Wednesday, Jan 5
7pm Confirmation at FAITH

Sun, Jan 9
Ekelund: 8am Worship, 9am 

SS
Faith: 9:30am Worship, 

10:30am SS
Bethany: 10am SS, 11am 

Worship
Mon, Jan 10

Faith Quilting 9am-12pm

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sundays: 
St. Clement’s: 10:15am      

Northern Lights fishing report
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Wed | Jan 5
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 
Café 11am; Grygla Library 

open 2-6pm; BBB/GBB prac-
tice; Grygla Archery League 

6:30pm

Thurs | Jan 6
BBB vs. KCC at Grygla; 

GBB at Kelliher

Fri | Jan 7
Senior Meals at Grain 

Bin Café 11am; GBB/BBB 
practice

Sat | Jan 8
Fourtown/Grygla Sports-

man’s Club Holiday Supper 
at Grygla Community Cen-
ter (5pm Social Hour/6pm 

Supper)

Sun | Jan 9

Mon | Jan 10
Senior Meals at Grain Bin 
Café 11am; GBB vs. RLCC 

in Goodridge (Parent’s 
Night) BBB in Grygla

Tues | Jan 11
JH/C/JV BBB/GBB at 

Northern Freeze

Email your calendar items to 
grygla.eagle@gmail.com

Community 
Calendar

Charger’s girls basketball 
will be holding Parent’s Night 
on Monday, January 10th. 
This was previously scheduled 
for February 18th, but has 
been moved to January 10th 
in Goodridge vs. RLCC. Senior 
players and their parents will 
be honored on the court prior 
to the Varsity game. Junior 
High plays a combined game 
at 4:30pm, JV at 6, Varsity to 
follow.

Parent’s 
Night

Written by Ben Kucera
On this week’s report: cold, 

cold, cold. As winter settles in, 
fishing has been, well, fishing. 
There are a lot of mixed results 
and reports, but the most com-
mon theme is better quality in 
the 22’-26’ depth and more ac-
tion out deeper, though a lot of 
little ones. 

A jigging spoon with a shin-
er has been good along with 
anything that glows. This re-
port is pretty much lake wide. 
Most of the resorts on the east 
side are pretty much letting 
out anything while Springsteel 
is just starting to let trucks 
out. Make sure to call ahead 
and see what’s allowed. Unfor-
tunately, I haven’t been able to 

get out anywhere fishing at all. 
Between the cold, work, and 
vehicle troubles it hasn’t been 
a very good start to the fishing 
season for me. I have a few jigs 
at the store and plan on getting 
some more up there soon. Good 
luck and stay safe.

Ben Kucera is the owner 
and creator of Northern Lights 
Tackle & Custom Rods. He is 
also a Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Deputy residing in Grygla 
with his wife and children. Ben 
is an avid fisherman who will 
be writing and submitting a 
fishing report weekly. You can 
follow his Facebook page at 
Northern Lights Tackle and/or 
contact him at 218-684-0588.

Tucker Verbout, above, caught this nice 26” up at Morris 
Point last week while Blake Rychlock, below, caught this 
nice 24” over on Red Lake. 

Photos courtesy of Elaine Rychlock

The 2021 Marshall Coun-
ty Social Services Christmas 
Projects were once again suc-
cessful because of the kindness 
and generosity of so many in 
the communities of Marshall 
County. The Food Basket and 
Sharing Tree Projects would 
not have been possible without 
the support of the local busi-
nesses that set up trees and 
collected gifts; church and com-
munity groups that collected 
and donated handmade quilts, 
toys, gloves, and clothing in 
support of the project; students 
and staff from our local schools 

that donated toys and other 
gifts; monetary donations from 
community businesses and in-
dividuals; and the help of so 
many volunteering their time 
to help with the project in some 
way. Through the generosity of 
many, Marshall County Social 
Services was able to distribute 
food baskets to 150 people and 
gifts to 234 children in need 
this Christmas Season. The 
people of our communities have 
made this Christmas Season a 
little bit brighter for many in 
need because of their generos-
ity, kindness and caring.

Generosity and 
kindness make 
Marshall County 
Christmas projects 
possible

Sportsman’s 
Club Holiday 
Supper

The Fourtown/Grygla 
Sportsman’s Club will be hold-
ing their holiday/membership 
supper this Saturday, Janu-
ary 8th, at the Grygla Com-
munity Center. The Grain Bin 
Café, along with Vince Hagen, 
will be doing the cooking with 
Broadway Station out of St. Hi-
laire bartending. The evening 
kicks off with a 5pm Social 
Hour, 6pm Dinner, 7pm Door 
Prizes, and a DJ beginning at 
8pm. Club Membership is $25/
single, $35/family. Everyone is 
welcome to join and come out 
for a fun evening!

StatePoint Crossword

Theme: FOOD & DRINK

ACROSS
1. *Lettuce variety
5. Drivel
8. *Café alternative
11. *Cantina cooker
12. *Waldorf salad ingredient
13. Animal trail
15. Radio knob
16. Hurry up, acr.
17. One who accepts the offer
18. *Anise-flavored spirit
20. “Happily ____ after”
21. Operatic solos
22. ____ Air in L.A.
23. Hairy vertebrate
26. Freed
30. In the past
31. Small type of drum
34. *Wine in Italy
35. Charleston, e.g.
37. Chow down
38. a.k.a. honey badger
39. Wet nurse
40. Hervé Villechaize on “Fan-
tasy Island”
42. Expression of doubt
43. Founding Father
45. City in Japan

47. Shock and ____
48. Jawaharlal’s last name
50. *Driest type of sherry
52. *a.k.a. black treacle
55. Softly-softly, loris’ cousin
56. A Flock of Seagulls’ 1982 
hit (2 words)
57. *Cabbage amount
59. Alexandre Dumas’ “The 
Black ____”
60. What seekers do
61. Consequently
62. Everything
63. Temporary craze
64. Swedish shag rugs

DOWN
1. Physique, informally
2. Pelvic bones
3. Spill the beans
4. Certain fir
5. *Fusilli or ziti
6. Same as #39 Across, pl.
7. Supreme pontiff
8. Puff
9. Field worker
10. Be off base
12. Capital of Philippines
13. Be at the helm
14. *Ballerina-inspired dessert
19. All worked up
22. *Granola serving
23. Téa Leoni’s “____ Secre-
tary”
24. Old World lizard
25. Unicellular organism
26. Stroke on a green
27. Lithograph, for short
28. Japan to U.S. in WWII
29. *Stuffed grapevine leaf
32. *Flageolet or azuki
33. *Popular breakfast cereal
36. *Type of #34 Across
38. Lion sounds
40. One little piggy?
41. Easily available (2 words)
44. One clean one?
46. *Betty Crocker fruit snack
48. Waterwheel
49. Serengeti grazer
50. Unplayable baseball
51. It will, contraction
52. Irk
53. Like a ghost
54. Long novel
55. School support org.
58. Opposite of don’ts

Happy New Year to all!
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Customer Service
Is Our

Number One Priority
       ecause we're a local independent
bank, we're able to respond quickly
and efficiently to our customers' needs.

We have many great products and
services, and the experience to back
them.

If you're not banking with us now,
we invite you to give us a try.

B

BANK NAME

© Vic Jacquot © Vic Jacquot© Vic Jacquot

On a F�st Name Basis
BANKING

G
42

C

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

Customer 
Service Is Our 
Number One 

Priority

Because we're a local 
independent bank, we're 
able to respond quickly 
and efficiently to our 
customers' needs.

We have many great 
products and services, 
and the experience to 
back them.

If you're not banking with 
us now, we invite you to 
give us a try.

 We would like to thank all of  
our friends, family, Grygla and 
surrounding communities for 
your overwhelming generosity 
and support at our recent benefit. 
We are so lucky to be part of  
an amazing community where 
everyone comes together to 
support one another.   
 Gretchen & Oliver Smeby G

42
C
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 Fourtown Grygla
Sportsmans Club

G41C

Happy New Year!

G41-42C

The Grygla School is 
looking for a Paraprofes-
sional to work one-on-
one with a high school 
student. Please contact  
Derek Gieseke, Principal, 
if interested. 218-294-
6155

Paraprofessional 
Needed

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

G46TFC

G
43C

-eow

Monson Electric
Services, Inc.

Grygla, MN

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial and
Farm Wiring - Underground

Trenching

Brad Monson • 294-6349
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Only in Minnesota: a weekly feature in the Eagle Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Wynd                                     \Wahynd\
Noun

A narrow street or alley.

•	 WHAT A JOKE

•	 SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Minnesota’s Boundary Waters look even more spectacu-
lar in the winter

Even in the Land of 10,000 Lakes, it’s easy to forget the im-
mense beauty of Minnesota’s bodies of water – especially in win-
ter. During this season, the sparkling lakes turn into snow-cov-
ered expanses that blend into the surrounding environment. This 
is true for much of Minnesota. But way up north, in the Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, the icy lakes and wintry forests 
combine into an unforgettable expanse of snow-covered beauty. 
The Boundary Waters are always spectacular with wild beauty, 
and that is doubly true when the weather gets cold. 

The Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness is a vast ex-
panse of land in northern Minnesota. It preserves more than 1 
million acres of spectacular wilderness.

The Boundary Waters is a popular place for camping, canoeing, 

and fishing throughout Minnesota’s warmer months. But don’t 
overlook this wilderness when the weather turns cold. There is 
plenty to do as long as you are prepared.

The flat stretches of frozen lake make for excellent snowshoe-
ing and cross-country skiing. You can get to vantage points you’d 
never reach on foot in the summer months.

Winter hikes along the area’s many trails will take you to some 
truly spectacular sights. You may climb a hill to view a lake from 
above or hike to a gorgeous, rocky waterfall. In such a huge area, 
there are endless places to see Minnesota’s beauty.

If you’re looking for an amazing experience this winter, get 
bundled up for a trip to the Boundary Waters. With planning, 
this can be an unforgettable visit to Minnesota’s most spectacular 
landscape.

By Kari Sundberg, Eagle 
Editor

This is a recipe straight 
from Ree Drummond, The 
Pioneer Woman. She shared 
a Pancake Mini-Muffin recipe 
on her website that looks sim-
ply delicious. Brew that coffee 
and serve these little bite-size 
pancakes on an upcoming, lazy 
weekend IN. 

Ingredients
3 c. flour
1 tbsp. baking powder
3 tbsp sugar
3/4 tsp. salt
2.5 c milk
1 tbsp white vinegar
2 eggs
1 tbsp. vanilla extract
4 tbsp butter, melted
Blueberries, optional
Warm syrup, for serving

Directions
Preheat your oven to 425 de-

grees. Sift together flour, bak-
ing powder, sugar, and salt. Set 
aside. Stir together the milk 
and vinegar and let it sit for 1 
minute. Whisk in eggs and va-
nilla. Combine dry ingredients 
and wet ingredients, then stir 
in melted butter. If batter is too 
thick, stir in a little milk. Spray 
a mini-muffin pan generously 
with baking spray. Fill cups 2/3 
full. If using blueberries, drop 2 
to 3 blueberries into each cup. 
Bake for 8 to 9 minutes, or un-
til golden brown on top. Let sit 
in the pan for 1 to 2 minutes, 
then turn them out of the pan. 
(Use a small knife if any are 
stubborn.) Serve warm with 
warm syrup!

By Liz Stahl, Extension 
Educator – Crops and Phyllis 
Bongard, Content Development 
and Communications Special-
ist

Pull up a chair and join in 
or bring the conversation with 
you as you go about your day. 
Whatever works best for you, 
join us this winter to discuss 
some of the key issues and 
questions around commodity 
crop production facing Minne-
sota farmers today through 
the “Strategic Farming: Let’s 
Talk Crops” webinar series. 
This live, online program will 
provide up-to-date, research-
based information to help op-
timize your crop management 
strategies for 2022. Sessions 
will be held over Zoom, which 
can be accessed via your com-
puter, phone or other mobile 
device, and run from 9:00 to 
10:00 am Wednesdays, Janu-
ary 5 through March 30, 2022.

Sessions will be very infor-
mal and open to all interested. 
Each session will start with a 
brief presentation by the dis-
cussion leaders for the day, 
followed by discussion framed 
around farmer/participant 
questions on the topic.  

Topics and speakers in-
clude:

•January 5: 2022 Crop fer-
tility adjustments  

Dan Kaiser, Extension nu-
trient management specialist, 
and Brad Carlson, Extension 
educator - water resources 

•January 12: 2021-The year 
when past indiscretions were 
revealed (think compaction)

Aaron Daigh, North Dakota 
State University, and Jodi De-
Jong-Hughes, Extension edu-
cator - water quality

•January 19: Compare and 
contrast: Management of corn 
for grain and silage

Joe Lauer, UW-Madison 
corn agronomist, and Luiz 
Ferrraretto, UW-Madison ru-
minant nutritionist

•January 26: New findings 
with sulfur fertility

U of MN Nutrient manage-
ment specialists and research-
ers

•February 2: Strategies for 
effective weed management in 
2022 

U of MN Weed scientists 
and researchers 

•February 9: Cover crops: 
Termination timing and plant-
ing green

Axel Garcia y Garcia, Sus-
tainable cropping systems spe-
cialist, and Anna Cates, State 
soil health specialist 

•February 16: Tar spot of 
corn: Status and options for 
this rising issue

Dean Malvick, Extension 
plant pathologist, and Nathan 
Kleczewski, plant pathologist, 
GROWMARK Inc.

•February 23: Small grains 
management update

Jochum Wiersma, Exten-
sion small grains specialist

•March 2: Soybean gall 
midge: Knowns and unknowns

Bruce Potter, Extension 
IPM specialist, Bob Koch, Ex-
tension soybean entomologist 
and Gloria Melotto, graduate 
research assistant

•March 9: Getting ready for 
corn insects in 2022

Bruce Potter, Extension 
IPM specialist

•March 16: Can we store C 
in a production ag system (and 
to what benefit)?

Anna Cates, State soil 
health specialist, and Jodi De-
Jong-Hughes, Extension edu-
cator - water quality

•March 23: Biocontrol strat-
egies to manage pests

George Heimpel, Extension 
entomologist

•March 30: Taming your 
fertility and soil amendment 
input costs

U of MN Extension Nutrient 
management specialists and 
researchers

For more details and to reg-
ister, go to https://z.umn.edu/
strategic-farming. You need 
only register once for the pro-
gram series. At registration, 
please take a moment to let us 
know what questions you would 
like highlighted. There is no 
charge to participate, thanks to 
generous sponsorship from the 
Minnesota Soybean Research 
and Promotion Council. Not 
able to attend a day? No prob-
lem. Sessions will be recorded 
and posted for viewing later at 
your convenience. 

If you are not familiar with 
Zoom, details will be included 
at registration on how to ac-
cess the sessions on your com-
puter (all you need is the link) 
or mobile device. We hope you 
will take this opportunity to 
join with U of MN Extension 
in discussing crop topics at our 
“Strategic Farming: Let’s Talk 
Crops!” program in 2022.

Strategic Farming: 
Let’s Talk Crops

The Marshall County Board of Commissioners congratulates all Staff and Board of the Mar-Kit Solid Waste Landfill 
Facility in receiving the Association of Minnesota County’s 2021 County Achievement Award! Mar-Kit was chosen in 
December for this prestigious award from a field of all 87 counties in Minnesota and is certainly a deserving recipient.  

Mar-Kit began as a collaborative Joint Powers effort between Marshall and Kittson Counties in 1990 and has handled 
the areas solid waste needs in an effective and efficient manner ever since, with current volume of 205 tons per day. We 
enthusiastically applaud Manager Dale Nelson and his crew for a job well done!  

The picture was taken recently at the Mar-Kit facility and includes Mar-Kit Board members: Loren Younggren, Leon 
Olson and Darrel Johnson (Kittson County Commissioners); Dale Nelson (Mar-Kit General Manager); Gary Rice (Mar-Kit 
Board member); Rolland Miller, Sharon Bring and Gary Kiesow (Marshall County Commissioners). Not pictured is Mar-
Kit Board member LeRoy Vonasek. Photo courtesy of Scott Peters

Mar-Kit Solid Waste Landfill Facility 
receives Achievement Award
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January-June to be featured 
this week with July-December 
continuing next week.

January – Lisa Swanson 
closes S&S Rehab Products + 
after being in business for 15 
years in TRF. The Grygla First 
Responders are among the first 
to receive their COVID vaccines 
in town. MSHSL announces 
that the basketball season may 
begin officially again on Janu-
ary 14th. A winter favorite is 
the snowshoe and ski candle-
light events held by area MN 
State Parks, but due to CO-
VID-19, no candlelight events 
will be held this winter. Gover-
nor Tim Walz puts new orders 
and restrictions in place re-
garding bars and grills, indoor/
outdoor events, and organized 
sports – Grygla businesses and 
school set new hours and guide-
lines to comply, which include 
only 2 spectators per partici-
pant at basketball games. Gry-
gla Elementary Intramurals 
kick off. Grygla/Gatzke Food 
Shelf receives COVID grant al-
lowing anyone to receive extra 
food, regardless of income. The 
Grygla Ice Devils traveled west 
to take on the Skippers at the 
Middle River Rink where they 
won 8-7. Grygla School Phy. 
Ed. classes begin their skat-
ing unit at the Brian W. Olson 
Arena. Goodridge/Grygla 500 
race cancelled due to poor snow 
conditions. Grygla High School 
Alum Bethany (Moe) Abraham-
son has been named the Janu-
ary 16th Grand Forks Health-

care Hero. The Charger’s boys 
and girls basketball teams each 
hold Parent’s Night. Emily 
Johnson, grade 8, wins the Gry-
gla School Spelling Bee. Amy 
Sampson wins the Goodridge 
School Spelling Bee. Goodridge 
Lutheran Parish coordinates 
Buena Vista Ski Trip. Abby 
Kiesow named to NDSU Dean’s 
List (Accounting). Shantel Ver-
bout among U of M Crookston 
graduates (Bachelor of Science, 
Agronomy with High Distinc-
tion). Chromebooks and wire-
less hotspots available for free 
checkout at the Grygla Library 
to anyone in need. 

February – Sarah Kiesow, 
CIC RN at Essentia Health in 
Fargo, is presented with the 
Daisy Award for going above 
and beyond while caring for pa-
tients. Grygla Blood Drive on 
February 10th. Fourtown/Gry-
gla Sportsman’s Club shares 
updates on groomed trails and 
annual membership dues, since 
the holiday/membership sup-
per was cancelled. A week of 
wins for Charger’s basketball - 
BBB over C/G, GBB over KCC, 
BBB over KCC. Little Ranch 
Hands Daycare is officially 
open for business at the home 
of Katie Brobst. Chloe Kuznia 
and Vivian Coan sign Letters of 
Intent with the NCTC Pioneers 
in TRF. Goodridge and Grygla 
Schools are among those us-
ing new technology to clean/
disinfect chemical-free. Shantel 
Verbout and Cheyenne Irlbeck 
both named to UMN Crookston 

Dean’s List with B.S. in Agri-
cultural Business. Mike Mick-
elson Memorial Scholarship 
fund started at AC4TA support-
ing young actors (Fergus Falls). 
Grygla Lion’s Club cancels an-
nual membership supper due to 
COVID-19 – membership cur-
rently sits at 72. Levi Kiesow 
and Chloe Kuznia receive AAA 
award. A lot of local youngsters 
have great luck fishing up on 
the big lake! Game time Fri-
day night at the rink where the 
Grygla Ice Devils take on the 
Wannaska Wolverines. Char-
ger athletes are allowed more 
spectators – 6 per participant. 

March – Grygla High School 
holds Homecoming Coronation, 
crowning seniors Jake Olson 
& Mya Anderson. Megan Lar-
son accepted to UND Graduate 
School to pursue her Masters 
in Early Childhood Education. 
Fourtown/Grygla Sportsman’s 
Club members go on annual 
ride up to LOW, putting on 
350 miles and staying in cabins 
near Baudette. Grygla/Gatzke 
Food Shelf kicks off March 
Campaign. Youth Hockey Day 
in Grygla. Gretchen and Oliver 
Smeby take in the Twins dur-
ing a spring training game in 
Florida. Grygla Archery League 
begins in Grygla. Goodridge 
School holds Snofest Corona-
tion, crowning Nick Groven and 
Tessa Langer. Denise Holthu-
sen retires after 19 years of ser-
vice with WIC-Quin. Bethesda 
Church Ladies sew for those in 
need. Ice deteriorating quickly 

with recent warm weather. At 
just 24 years old, Ryan Sirek 
spends four months in the hos-
pital with COVID. Grygla Fire 
Department assists in multiple 
fires over the weekend (3 grass 
fires, mutual aid to Middle Riv-
er wildfire, along with a shop 
fire). Sargent and Nelson wres-
tle for TRF. 

April – Grygla Charger’s 
Trap Team begins Spring 
League. Chloe Kuznia signs 
with NCTC Pioneer basketball 
in TRF. Grygla Lion’s announce 
that there won’t be a Smelt Fry 
again this year. Charger ath-
letes receive numerous athletic 
awards. Two friends (Matia 
Brobst and Claire Culwell) and 
their inspiring stories will re-
unite in Texas. Elise Monson 
named to President’s List at 
BSU. Ron Palm (33 years of 
service) & Donnie Wikert (37 
years of service) retire from 
Machinewell. Erin Monson 
named to Dean’s List at BSU. 
Five Grygla students inducted 
into Minnesota Honor Soci-
ety. Fourtown/Grygla Sports-
man’s Club holds ATV Safety 
Training. Nerhus’ remarkable 
Wildlife Pools still visible after 
an 80-acre peat bog and burn-
out area is transformed into 
a mecca for wildlife in 1978. 
Grygla School Drama Club 
performs The Misadventures 
of Romeo and Juliet on stage. 
Goodridge Fire & Rescue holds 
annual fundraiser, bringing in 
over $13,000 that was given to 
Gunder Paulson and his fam-

ily. Fourtown/Grygla Sports-
man’s Club holds spring ditch 
cleaning day, along with picnic 
at Grande Corner. Three Gry-
gla athletes join Co-op teams 
with Freeze & Roseau (Reece 
Sundberg & Gavin Aune with 
Freeze baseball; Justin Thomp-
son with Roseau golf). Grygla 
School holds 2021 Spring Fling, 
crowning 8th graders Brody 
Saurdiff & Kinsley Oslund. 
Cheyenne Irlbeck holds leader-
ship role within her sorority at 
UMN Crookston. Grygla Stu-
dent Council holds Blood Drive. 
Charger’s Track & Field Meets 
are scheduled. 39th Annual 
Consignment Auction Sale is 
set for April 24th in Goodridge. 
Grygla High School holds 2021 
Prom.

May – Chargers Fall & 
Winter Sports Banquet at the 
Veterans Park in Goodridge. 
Grygla JCC’s host Family-
Friendly softball game. Go-
odridge School inducts 2 new 
members into MHS. Chargers 
Track athletes set new school 
records! Goodridge High School 
holds 2021 Prom. Goodridge & 
Grygla Schools hold spring mu-
sic programs, along with Grad-
uation ceremonies. Class trips 
are a hit with Grygla students 
as 7th, 8th and 12th graders 
all head to Duluth. Grygla Li-
on’s Club honors 2021 gradu-
ates with supper for seniors & 
their parents, along with Guest 
Speaker Jeremy Verbout. Gry-
gla Go-Getters 4H crew cleans 
ditches around Grygla. 

June - The Grygla Garden 
Club holds Rhubarb Social at 
the park in town. Goodridge 
Sand Volleyball League starts 
back up for the summer. Lots 
of changes at the gravel pit out 
east: DNR stocks 375 lbs. of 
fish, Holthusen Construction 
improves beach area, and an 
$18,000 fishing pier project led 
by the Fourtown/Grygla Sports-
man’s Club. Betsy Saurdiff 
retires after 36 years of teach-
ing! Annual Charger Kind-
ness Day is held with students 
helping community members 
with various clean-up projects. 
Justin Thompson and the rest 
of the Roseau Ram’s Golf team 
head to state. JO Volleyball 
hits the road to play in a vari-
ety of tournaments. The Accel 
Weight Room program starts 
in Grygla. Northwoods Church 
holds first funeral since 1958. 
Goodridge School Summer Rec 
program tours Hanson’s robot-
ic dairy farm. Summer League 
basketball is held every Tues-
day night at the Grygla School. 
Northland announces spring 
President’s List with the fol-
lowing local students on it: 
Ben Groven, Katerina Grov-
en, Shantel Horachek, Blake 
Jensen, Jaden Kiesow, Amy 
Wiskow, Trystan Jelle. North-
land announces spring Dean’s 
List with Maloni Henrickson 
named to it. Grand Opening 
of the Goodridge Lending Li-
brary!

Eagle Scratches from 2021: A year in review

Verbout Christmas...
Continued from front

memories include the annual 
sleigh ride after the meal. We’d 
all put on our winter gear and 
hop on what I remember as an 
old rickety sleigh pulled by my 
grandpa’s equally rickety trac-
tor. Cousins of all ages and 
some aunts and uncles would 
be piled on this nighttime 
sleigh ride. We’d all push each 
other off and run to catch up to 
the sleigh to hop back on. 

Another memory I have is 
what the house sounded like 
on Christmas Eve with every-
one packed in there. We are 
a loud family, and everyone 
wants to get their voice heard, 
which in turn makes the whole 
event much louder. I was often 
brought back to that familiar 
sound while living there these 
past 3 years during birthday 
parties for my kids. The noise 
of kids playing upstairs along 
with constant chatter and 
laughter downstairs brought 
me right back to Christmas 
Eve. We would always have 
Santa Clause come and he 
would give us presents, some-
times actual presents and 
sometimes half empty can of 
peanuts. 

Finally, I remember all of us 
cousins going down to the base-
ment for the piñata. 

What did it feel like to 
move your own family into 
that house for a few years?

Living in my grandparent’s 
house for just shy of 3 years 

was really special to me. I was 
able to have 3 extra Christ-
mases, several birthday par-
ties, and bring my 3rd baby 
home to that house. I worked 
from home during the pan-
demic and due to lack of space, 
my office was right in the liv-
ing room in front of the picture 
window, the same place you 
could find my grandpa sitting 
most days watching the cars 
go by. I made many pots of 
soup on that stove, just like my 
grandma did for us; we always 
knew there’d be chicken dump-
ling soup at hunting season. 

I had several cousins and 
some uncles over during our 
stay there so I was able to do a 
lot of memory and story swap-
ping that probably wouldn’t 
have happened otherwise. I 
also found out why Grandpa 
made my grandma sleep clos-
est to the wall, someone had to 
block the draft from the north 
wind when it blew!

It sounds like it was “A 
Very Verbout Christmas” 
indeed!

Preparing for this Christ-
mas celebration with my aunts 
and my dad is something I’ll 
always treasure. Hearing their 
memories and getting to par-
take in the traditional Christ-
mas preparation is an experi-
ence I would have never had 
otherwise. 

Moving back has been one 
of the best decisions we’ve ever 
made. I wouldn’t trade the ex-
periences I’ve had or that my 
kids have gotten since moving 
back for anything. 

Pictured above are the 13 of 29 grandchildren of Robert 
& Mary Ann Verbout, who were able to make it to “A Very 
Verbout Christmas” that was held in the old farmhouse 
last week. Front row, L-R: Alisha Verbout Anderson, Ash-
ley Verbout, Heather Partridge Lemieux, Melissa Verbout 
Gould, Tiffany Hermanson Eidelbes. Back row, L-R: Jeff 
Partridge, Nicholas Wilson, Mathew Verbout, Jason Smith, 
Tracy Smith, Jeremy Verbout, Josh Smith, Kayla Kirkeide 
Flath. Photo courtesy of Alisha Anderson

“We tried to give everyone an experience as if nothing 
had changed,” recalled Alisha Anderson.

Hannah (Saurdiff) Erick-
son’s New Year’s resolution last 
year was to find ways to handle 
stress, which lead her to redis-
covering her love for reading. 
In the 365 days of 2021, Han-
nah read 142 books! Of that 
impressive number, she says, 
“It has helped me so much with 
my mental health and a great 
way to disassociate from all the 
stress that came with the year. 
I am already looking forward 
to all the amazing reads that 
2022 has in store!”

She shared images below 
of just 95 of the 142 books she 
read over the course of the year! 
Feel free to use this as a guide 
to pick a few if you’re looking to 
sit down and relax with a good 
book.

Hannah’s top 5 picks out of 
this list are: Verity by Colleen 
Hoover, Sometimes I Lie by Al-
ice Feeney, Don’t look for Me 
by Wendy Walker, Ugly Love 
by Colleen Hoover, If you Find 
Me by Emily Murdoch

Hannah and her husband 
Kyle live in Hope, ND, with 
their two boys Henry (4) and 
Leonard (2). She is in her sixth 
year of teaching 5th grade at 
Hope-Page Elementary. “It is 
important to me to model my 
passion for reading with my 
children and my students,” she 
said. 

For 2022, Hannah didn’t set 
a goal for reading, but she does 
have a lot of books on her “to be 
read” list that she’s excited for!

365 days, 142 books




