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Coming next week ... Two high school students may be eligible to win an all-expenses paid trip to D.C. (See page 2 for details.)

No one comes together like
te people in a small town

Another successful benefit was held last Fri-
day night in Grygla for Gretchen Smeby and her
son, Oliver, who lost their home in a house fire
on October 20th. The way people come together
in a small town to support each other is truly
magnificent. A silent auction, taco bar, a big-pot
50/50 drawing, and meat raffles were held to
raise money for the Smebys, which far exceeded
any expectations by bringing in $23,900 from
Friday night’s benefit alone. Small towns are
truly amazing, aren’t they!?

The Grygla School small gym was filled from
one to the other with tables that held over 250

baskets for the silent auction!

Gretchen Smeby is involved in many commu-
nity organizations like the Grygla Junior Com-
munity Club, a member of the Grygla-Gatzke
School Board, Fourtown/Grygla Sportsman’s
Club member, and Grygla Fall Festival Commit-
tee member. Her son, Oliver, is in 4th grade at
Grygla Elementary School.

The event was held in conjunction with the
Chargers vs. Rams boys’ basketball game, which
was also a success! The stand were full of fans as
they watched the GG defeat Roseau 71-40.

From the silent auction, left to the meat raffles, right, along with the taco bar and 50/50 drawings, almost $24,000 was
raised for the Smebys last Friday night! Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Live Nativity to walk down State Street

Grace Lutheran Church will
hold a Live Nativity on Sunday,

Grygla.
Beginning:

at Yo-Hawn’s

the group walks down State
Street. Once at the tree, a short

December 19th, at 5:30pm. The
event will be conducted in the
same fashion as last year for
those who attended.

Sunday, December 19th,
5:30-6:00pm, on State Street in

parking lot, 5:30pm, walking
east down State Street.
Ending: at the Christmas
tree at the Veteran’s Memorial
Gazebo.
Silent Night will be sung as

reading of the Christmas story
will take place, along with sing-
ing Away in a Manger.

Walk with the group, meet-
ing at the Yo-Hawn’s parking
lot — OR — park along the street

and watch the processional
— OR — meet the group at the
tree!

THE REASON FOR THE
SEASON! Complete with real
animals and led by LYO stu-
dents of Grace/Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church.

Below: Part of the Grygla elk herd was spotted last week a few miles north of Grygla, which is always fun to see! This
time eight bulls were all together standing near the road in a field. Photo courtesy of Anna Sundberg
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Gygla J CC’ host Santa |
Days & Tree Lighting

The Grygla JCC’s Santa Day & Tree Lighting Ceremo-
ny provided a lot of fun for everyone last Sunday. Great
efforts went into festive decorating, Bingo games with
prizes, a delicious chili feed with hot chocolate, kids color-
ing and movies, along with sleigh rides and a special visit
from Santa and Buddy the EIf!

The holiday spirit was in the air that afternoon. A
special tree lighting ceremony took place at 5pm at the
Veterans Memorial Gazebo where the Grace/Our Savior’s
LYO students led community members in singing Christ-
mas carols. All photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper




CHURCH CALENDARS

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH
Grace and Our Savior’s,
Grygla
Vicar Marilyn Grafstrom
Recorded services are avail-
able on-demand on the church
website and will play on Gar-
den Valley channel 36 on
Wednesdays 7pm and Sundays
9am & Tpm. gracelutherangry-
gla.weebly.com
Wednesday, Dec 15
1lam Bible Study, 6pm Grace
Choir, 6:30pm Confirmation
Sunday, Dec 19
Grace: 9am Worship w/ SS
& Choir Christmas program;
5:30pm Live Nativity Walk
0S: 10:30am Worship, No SS

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN
PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith
Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp

Sunday services are posted
online on the Parish YouTube
channel. They are rebroad-
cast on the GVTV Channel 36
on Wednesdays at 9am and
6:30pm.

Wednesday, Dec 15
7Tpm Advent Worship at
Faith
Sunday, Dec 19
Ekelund: 8am Worship, no SS
Faith: 9:30am Worship w/ SS
program
Bethany: 11am Worship,
10am SS

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF
St. Clement’s — Grygla; St.
Ann’s - Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sundays:
St. Clement’s: 10:15am Wor-
ship.
St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship

BETHESDA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss
Wednesday, Dec 15
Midweek Worship at Pine
Grove 7pm
Sunday, Dec 19
9:30am Worship, 11am FB
Live Broadcast

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH
Gatzke
Pastor Tim Lundeen
Sundays
8:30am Worship

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH
St. Petri — Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth — Trail; Oak
Park - Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Sunday, Dec 19
St. Petri: 8am Worship
Nazareth: 9:45am Worship
OP: 3:30pm Christmas Pro-
gram

JOHNSON'

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

Thief River Falls « 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls « 218-253-2128
Oklee ¢218-796-5177

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com
G46TFC

GVT to sponsor
two students for a
youth tour in DC

Garden Valley Technolo-
gies is happy to sponsor two
students to attend the NTCA
Foundation for Rural Service
(FRS) Youth Tour.

Two high school students,
age 16 or 17 at the time of the
tour, and who receive services
from Garden Valley Technolo-
gies may be eligible to win an
all-expenses paid trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. for this FRS Youth
Tour.

The FRS Youth Tour will be
held in Washington, D.C., on
June 1-5, for high school stu-
dents who are age 16 or 17 at
the time of the tour. The Youth
Tour introduces the students to

try within a legislative context.

The two high school stu-
dents chosen to represent the
cooperative will be expected to
visit Garden Valley Technolo-
gies in Erskine prior to their
trip and submit a photo and a
report following their trip.

All attendees of the 2022
FRS Youth Tour will be re-
quired to show proof of Cov-
id-19 vaccination.

Please complete & submit
the form found on Garden Val-
ley’s website by February 11. If
you have any questions please
contact Jessica Nelson, Admin-
istrative Assistant at 218-687-
2400 ext 241.

1 NOTICE TO BENVILLE
Notice is hereby given to the
Wed | Dec 15 qualified voters of Benville

Township, County of Beltrami,
State of Minnesota, that there
are two positions open during
the March election:

* Supervisor

e Clerk

If interested, please submit an
affidavit of candidacy with the
town clerk between January 1st
and January 13th. 2022. wssc

Senior Meals at Grain Bin
Café 11am; Blood Drive at
Community Center 12-6pm;
Grygla Library open 2-6pm;
BBB practice Grygla/GBB
practice Goodridge; Grygla
Archery League 6:30pm;
Grygla Lion’s Club meeting
at Grain Bin 7pm

Thurs | Dec 16
BBB JH vs. TRF in Go-
odridge; BBB JV/V vs. C/G
in Goodridge; JH GBB at
Climax, GBB 9-12 practice
in Grygla; Grygla/Gatzke
School Board meeting 7pm

(o)

Merry Christmas
to you all from
the Goodridge

Area Historical
Society! A big
thank you for all the great
donations and to all who
helped us with our projects
during the past year. Your
thoughtfulness is much
appreciated.

- GAHS

Fri | Dec 17
Senior Meals at Grain
Bin Café 11am; Goodridge
K-3 Winter Program 2pm;
Grygla Elementary Con-
cert 2pm; GBB practice in

Goodirdge; BBB vs. BGMR G39C

in Grygla

Sat | Dec 18
Grygla/Gatzke Food Shelf
8-10:30am; Elementary
basketball practice BBB in
Grygla/GBB in Goodridge,
both running 9-11:30am

Sun | Dec 19
Grace/Our Savior’s put
on Live Nativity 5:30pm
walking down State Street,
ending at Christmas Tree by

Lowell J. Smeby

Gazebo
8-10-1954 - 12-18-2020
. Mon | Dec 2(.) . Forever in our heart
Senior Meals at Grain Bin .
Café 11am Always on our mind
Sadly missed by:
Bim
Tues | Dec 21 . .
BBB vs. SAC at Grygla; Nick, Lisa, John, Sam,
GBB at WAO Maddy and Violet 8
Gretchen and Oliver ©

STEENERSON TOWNSHIP FILING FOR ELECTION

Steenerson Township Filing for Township Election notice is hereby
given to qualified voters of Steenerson Township, Beltrami County,
MN, that filing for town offices will be held for a two week period
beginning December 28th, 2021, and closing January 11th, 2022, at
5:00 pm. Affidavits of candidacy shall be filed with the Town Clerk.
The filing fee is $2.00. Call Darlyne Roen, Town Clerk, to make an
appointment at 218-294 6505.

Offices to fill are:

* One Supervisor - 3 yr. term

* One Clerk - 2 yr. term

The last day for withdrawing of candidacy is January 13th, 2022,

G39-40C

Blood

donors
5 are vital

grygla.govoffice2.com
City of Grygla
218-294-6292

Minutes/Agendas avail.

the telecommunications indus-

The Grygla Student Coun-
cil, along with Grygla Lion’s
Club members are hosting a
Blood Drive through Vitalant
this Wednesday, December
15th, from 12-6pm at the Gry-
gla Community Center.

Pictured left:

This is the 18th year
that Bryan “The Grinch”
Grove, from American
State Bank of Grygla,
has read the popular
Christmas story to
youngsters at the Grygla
School.

Photo courtesy of
Grygla School

The Grygla Lion’s Club will
hold their December meet-
ing on Wednesday, December
15th, at the Grain Bin Café.
Supper is on your own at 6pm
with the actual meeting begin-
ning at 7pm. The group will be
discussing final plans for their
annual Christmas Eve din-
ner that will be on December
24th. The Grain Bin Café will
be preparing the meal, but the
club is looking for help deliver-
ing meals. Please let Wayne
Warne know if you can volun-
teer some of your time this day.

meeting

U.S.P.S. No.
002330

Grygla
Eagle
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The Holiday Season is a great time to express appreciation to friends and
customers. American State Bank of Grygla invites you in during the month of
December to sign up for the Christmas drawings.

We will be giving away wagons full of toys to one girl and one boy,
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Northern Lights fishing report

Written by Ben Kucera

On this week’s report, muz-
zleloader season ends with a
few remaining days to bow
hunt. My ice season started
this past week ramping up pro-
duction for the show in Fargo
and also getting a few jigs up to
the store. The Fargo Ice Show
was awesome to say the least.
Lots of people and lots of fish-
ing conversations.

Then on Sunday I took my
dad up to the big lake to see
what the ice was like and get
in some fishing. We went out
of Longpoint Resort on four-
wheeler and it is rough. This
is the worst I have seen it ever
with ice shards and breakers
everywhere. There is a solid
6” of good ice and 4” or so of
cloudy ice as well. There are
also some water pockets in the
ice that make for uneven holes
and hard on the auger. But the
fishing was great.

We started in 18 and had 2
bites so we elected to try out in
26’ and the bite was on fire; in
a matter of 2 hours, we had our
fish and were throwing 15”-16”
fish back. We caught around
50 fish. Glow green with blue
seemed to work best on the
dead stick and a glow rattle
spoor or orange spoon for jig-
ging. Frozen shiners on the
spoon worked the best as well.

The east end of the lake is
just as rough and messed up,
but the fish are biting there,
as well as a lot of little ones. A
jigging spoon and shiner have
been productive, along with
pink and white. Red Lake has
been getting pretty good lately
with the best fishing out in 12’.
They are allowing ice houses
up to 18 pulled by a wheeler
or side by side. I would call
ahead to the resort to double
check if they are still going out
with this warm weather. Last
I heard the ice is around 12”.
Dead sticking them still has
been best with a glow red jig

and emerald shiner.

In true fashion my fishing
trip had an “adventure” - about
7 miles north of Grygla my
drive shaft snapped off. I was
able to take it the rest of the
way off and tried to limp it into
Grygla. Well, the side in the
transmission shot out about
2 miles down the road and
drained the transmission fluid.
Looks like fishing will be put
on hold for a while. Maybe T'll
have to work in the shop.

With that being said, if you
would like a new rod, I can still
take a couple orders as well. I
will also be making a few more
jigs and spoons for the store
when I get time.

Be careful on the lake if you
are heading out. There are ac-
tive cracks still moving and
lots of ice chunks. Be safe and
have fun.

Ben Kucera is the owner
and creator of Northern Lights
Tackle & Custom Rods. He is
also a Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Deputy residing in Grygla
with his wife and children. Ben
is an avid fisherman who will
be writing and submitting a
fishing report weekly. You can
follow his Facebook page at
Northern Lights Tackle and/or
contact him at 218-684-0588.

- GRYGLA LIBRARY LINK

Written by Kari Sundberg,
Grygla Librarian

It’s been a fun and busy
time in our little library! Along
with festive decorations to set
the holiday mood, we’ve gotten
totes upon totes of Christmas
books and DVD’s for kids and
adults, so those have been get-
ting checked out and enjoyed
by our patrons.

I've also gotten 75-100 new
Large Print books delivered
and put away on the shelves;
that’s our most popular sec-
tion in the library right now.
So come check those out if
your eyes require a little larger
print....

As for last Wednesday, we
had almost 60 visitors in the
library! It was such a fun day. I
had set up a delicious hot cocoa
bar for the Kindergarten kids
to enjoy when they came for a
morning visit, then I advertised
it on my social media, which
drew in more visitors later. I
should have hot cocoa set up
every week, huh!? Thanks for
stopping by everyone!

As mentioned, the Kinder-
garten class visited the library
that morning with Mr. Smith.
Our Northwest Regional Li-

brary director, Jim Trojanows-
ki, had driven to Grygla for a
visit so he got to read the book
to the kids. They sat on the
floor in the library with their
little hot cocoa cups and lis-
tened to a story about a polar
bear. It was pretty cute to see
them gathered ‘round.

I'll share some pictures from
that morning. In the mean-
time, make sure to swing in
and check out some materi-
als. I've had a lot of requests
for specific books lately and I
love that. I've also been asked
by a few patrons to just pick
some book recommendations
on my own which I also love.
It’s so easy for me to place spe-
cific book orders and get them
in within 1-2 weeks so don’t
hesitate to shoot me some ti-
tles that you've been wanting
to read. This Christmas break
might be just the perfect time
for you guys to hit the books. I
know I'm excited to pick up a
couple as it’s been forever since
I've read a book of my choice
simply for enjoyment.

Alrighty, now that we’re up
to speed, have a great week
and swing in on Wednesday for
a visit! We're open 2-6pm.

) &
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Mr. Monson’s 2nd graders write to Santa
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Word of the Week

...enhancing vocabularies
one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Verb - used without object

To disappear gradually; vanish; fade away.
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Northwest Partnership
now accepting proposals
for community projects

Northwest Minnesota resi-
dents with an idea to strength-
en their community can now
apply for partnership support
from the University of Min-
nesota Extension Northwest
Regional Sustainable Develop-
ment Partnership (Northwest
RSDP).

Northwest RSDP supports
local innovation by connecting
community ideas to University
of Minnesota resources in four
focus areas: natural resourc-
es, clean energy, agriculture
and food systems, and resil-
ient communities. Community
members work on diverse proj-
ect teams that research, design
and plan local sustainability
projects with University stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

Northwest RSDP  seeks
ideas from community mem-
bers, especially those who
have not previously partnered
with the University. In 2022,
Northwest RSDP will prioritize
projects in RSDP’s focus areas
that advance sustainable com-
munity development; engage
historically underrepresented
communities; further resilience
in food and energy systems;
promote climate change miti-
gation and adaptation strate-
gies; and create a positive nar-
rative for rural communities.

“Community members know
best how to make changes to-
ward stronger social connec-
tions, valuing nature and fos-
tering a home-grown economy.
We're excited to hear what
comes next for your communi-
ty, and share with you how the
RSDP can help,” said North-
west RSDP Executive Director
Linda Kingery. “I encourage

people to get in touch with me
to talk about their ideas for
making our communities more

sustainable places.”

Project ideas are being ac-
cepted through February 14
and can be submitted online
at z.umn.edu/RSDPIdeaBrief.
Community members are en-
couraged to contact Kingery at
kinge002@umn.edu or 218-281-
8697 to discuss their ideas and
ask any questions. Successful
projects are selected by the
Northwest RSDP community-
University governing board
through a competitive process.

Examples of projects recent-
ly supported by the Northwest
RSDP include working with
the nonprofit 100 Rural Wom-
en to build women’s leadership
networks across the region,
a study of the feasibility of a
regional electric vehicle car-
sharing program, partnering
with White Earth Tribal Com-
munity College and the Rural
Renewable Energy Alliance
(RREAL) to add pollinators to
a community solar project, and
research on affordable hous-
ing needs and opportunities in
the region. For more examples
of projects supported by the
Northwest RSDP, visit z.umn.
edu/RSDPProjectExamples.

The Northwest RSDP serves
Kittson, Roseau, Lake of the
Woods, Marshall, Pennington,
Red Lake, Clearwater, Beltra-
mi, Polk, Norman, Mahnomen,
Clay and Wilkin counties and
the Red Lake Nation and White
Earth Nation.

Northwest RSDP is one of
five regions of the University of
Minnesota Extension Region-
al Sustainable Development
Partnerships (RSDP). For
more information on RSDP,
visit RSDP.umn.edu. Univer-
sity of Minnesota Extension is
an equal opportunity educator
and employer.

In 2021 Northwest RSDP worked with the nonprofit 100
Rural Women to support building women’s leadership net-
works across Northwest Minnesota.

Grygla Archery League has kicked off for the season with last Wednesday being the first official night! It’s held weekly
at the Grygla School. Photos courtesy of Grygla Archery League

Minnesota Honor Society Inductees

S

The Grygla 6th graders helped the junior/senior FACS
class prep cookies for the upcoming Christmas Tea, which
is this Wednesday, December 15th, for all Grygla School
staff, school board, and seniors. Photos courtesy of Brenna
Dallager

Congratulations to this year’s Grygla High School Minnesota Honor Society inductees who were recently celebrated
at a special ceremony: Brigette Watne, Reece Sundberg and Riley Saurdiff. Pictured L-R: Mr. Gieseke, Katelyn Larson
(current member), Brigette Watne, Reece Sundberg, Riley Saurdiff (all new inductees), Kia Klein (current member) and
Mr. Sundberg. Photo courtesy of Grygla School
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Charger’s Basketball from last week

Monday, December 6th: BBB at Oklee vs. RLC

Red Lake County 73, Chargers 46

Stats: Blake Rychlock (11 pts, 6 reb, 3 steals), Matt Busse (5
pts), Andrew Loken (3 pts, 4 reb), Jordan Coan (10 pts, 10 reb),
Nick Groven (4 pts, 2 reb), Lewis Jones (13 pts, 7 reb, 3 steals)

Coach’s comments: We had a humbling night in Oklee. We
were thoroughly outplayed by the young Rebels. They shot the
ball extremely well and we had an awful night shooting the ball.
But they were much more locked in on defense than we were, out-
rebounded us, and just outplayed us. We'll need to learn some
lessons from this game.

Thursday, December 9th: BBB at Baudette vs. LOW

Chargers 64, LOW 24

Stats: Blake Rychlock (7 pts, 7 reb), Matt Busse (22 pts, 3 asst,
3 steals), Sheldin Sundberg (4 pts, 2 reb), Andrew Loken (2 pts, 2
reb), Jordan Coan (5 pts, 6 reb), Nick Groven (4 pts, 4 reb), Lew-
is Jones (13 pts, 4 reb, 8 asst), Kaylor Torgerson (4 pts), Elliot
Philipp (2 reb), Tucker Verbout (1 pt, 2 reb), Reece Sundberg (2
pts, 4 reb)

Coach’s comments: We had a much-improved performance
against the Bears. We really came out committed on the defen-
sive end and created some turnovers. We still struggled somewhat
shooting the ball, but we were getting good shots and a lot of sec-
ond shots. Everyone on the team was able to play and contribute
to the victory.

Thursday, December 9th: GBB at Roseau

Roseau 64, GG 54

Stats: Hannah Wilebski- 2 points; Molly Cullen- 2 points; Cait-
lyn Jacobson- 27 points, 10 reb, 7 assists; Sadie Anderson- 15
points; Kylie Delage- 4 point, 10 reb; Katelyn Larson- 4 points,

e
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Plctured is Carson Rublschko under the basket dur-
ing the JV game against the Rams. Photos by Grygla Eagle
Newspaper

7 reb

Coach’s comments: We played a tough, undefeated Roseau
team tonight. I feel like we played a good game. The girls did a
good job of taking away some of Roseau’s strengths, and we scored
some points. We handled the pressure better this game. That was
one of our goals.

Friday, December 10th: BBB in Grygla vs. Roseau

Chargers 71, Roseau 40

Stats: Blake Rychlock (11 pts, 8 reb), Matt Busse (17 pts, 4
asst), Andrew Loken (3 pts, 3 reb), Jordan Coan (16 pts, 2 reb),
Carson Rubischko (1 pt), Nick Groven (3 reb, 2 asst), Lewis Jones
(22 pts, 4 reb, 5 asst, 4 steals), Tucker Verbout (1 pt)

Coach’s comments: We finally had a night where our shots were
going down! Lewis and Matt had 10 3-pointers between them in
just the first half as we stormed out to a 55-20 lead at halftime.
We were pleased with our defensive effort as well. We hope this
will give us some confidence as we have some big section games
coming up before the Christmas break.

Friday, December 10th: GBB at Lancaster vs. KCC

GG 45, KCC 36

Stats: Hannah Wilebski- 12 points; Kjerstin Nelson- 1 point;
Caitlyn Jacobson- 18 points, 7 reb; Sadie Anderson- 1 points; Kylie
Delage- 7 point; Katelyn Larson- 5 points, 8 reb; Payton Homme- 3
points

Coach’s comments: KCC has a nice paint game. They post up
well, cut well, and pass well in the paint. Our girls did a good job
of being physical and contesting the shots on defense. Offensively
the girls did a good job of making their reads and passing to score.
This was a good win for the girls in Lancaster.

Action shots from the Chargers vs. Rams game last Fri-
day night on the home court. Pictured above: Andrew Lo-
ken, Nick Groven and Matt Busse during the Varsity game.
Pictured below: Christian Loken and Elliot Philipp in the
JV game. Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Caitlyn Jacobson, Goodridge Junior, has been named
by the Grand Forks Herald as one of the Top 10 players
to watch in area Minnesota Girls’ basketball! The junior
was All-Northern Galaxy last season after averaging 18.9
points on 46.8 percent shooting, and adding 5.3 rebounds
per game. Photo courtesy of Jenny Woods

Brutus the Bull was a hit with little Miller Stengrim
last Friday at the home game in Grygla! Miller is the son
of Jeff and Laura (Anderson) Stengrim. Photo by Grygla
Eagle Newspaper
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Ben & Sierra Sund-
berg were among the vol-
unteers who helped work
at the benefit last Friday
for Gretchen and Oliver
Smeby. They were sell-
ing tickets for the meat
raffles. Photo by Grygla
Eagle Newspaper

Left: The 7th grade
Chargers took part in
a tournament in East
Grand Forks last week-
end, making it to the
championship game!
They fell short but
proudly took home 2nd
place. Photo courtesy of
Elaine Rychlock
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