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In this issue ... This Friday brings a great night at the Grygla School - the BBB team takes on Roseau in conjunction with the benefit for Smebys!
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After 17 years, Yo—I-'Iw’:s. Bar&

Grill will be closing its doors

When one door closes, another one opens...and that’s especially
true for Darell and Karen Severts as they get closer to knocking
on retirement’s door! But to fully do that and enjoy their golden
years, and officially retire, that means shutting the doors to the
ever-popular Yo-Hawn’s Bar & Grill in Grygla.

It’ll be a bittersweet day come Saturday, December 18th.

As mentioned, it’s been over 17 years since the Severts’ have
owned the local bar & grill, providing many fun memories for
those near and far. No matter the party or celebration, you could
count on Yo-Hawn’s to serve some great food and cold drinks. “It’ll
be nice,” says Karen Severts, of her upcoming retirement. “But I
will miss the people and the satisfaction of serving good, home-
made food. Also just being a place that people enjoyed swinging
by,” she added.

Over the next couple of weeks, you can swing by Yo-Hawn’s for
a few more meals and a happy hour or two. One last grocery order
will be placed this week so the full menu will remain but will be
limited as the 18th approaches. No more beer or liquor orders will
be placed but watch for some upcoming discounts in the off-sale

Sportsman’s Club preps trails

area.

Yo-Hawn’s Bar & Grill is currently for sale, though not offi-
cially listed. The Severts’ are hoping to find a buyer to take over
the business. They’re also hoping to sell their home in rural Gry-
gla and eventually move to the lake full-time; that’s the end goal.
They’ve recently built a beautiful retirement home on Island Lake
near Lengby. In addition to enjoying some quieter moments lake-
side, they are both excited to do a bit more traveling and spend
quality time with family, including all of their grandchildren, who
reside in Grygla, Michigan, and Pennsylvania.

We wish them all the best on their next endeavor. Yo-Hawn’s
has been a big part of Grygla for the last 17 years, providing
friendly, fun service. Bring the family in for a fun supper out —
swing by with your friends — get in your last Yo-Hawn’s visit be-
fore 1am, December 18th.

The hours are as follows: Sunday/Monday: Closed, Tuesday-
Saturday: Open 11am-lam, with kitchen closing at 9:30pm.

Best wishes, Darell and Karen! For more information on this
property for sale, you can call Yo-Hawn’s at 218-294-6197.
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“Walkin’ in a winter wonderland....” Virgie Wells made
the most of the recent snowfall and hit the trails! She is
such a gem, full of so much zest! Virgie is 93 years old (she
turns 94 on March 27th) and still soaks up every moment
she can out on her farm in rural Goodridge. You may see
her around as she is still a very active community member,
doing things such as regular Sunday services at Reiner
Church or frequently visiting the Grygla Library. Photo
courtesy of Kathi Jenkins

Out for delivery

. il
As part of a class fundraiser, the Grygla Freshmen sold
approximately 175 wreaths this holiday season! For those
who placed an order, you should be receiving your wreaths
soon if you haven’t already. Pictured is Anna Sundberg,
Freshman Class President, making her delivery rounds
last Saturday. Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Goodridge Trailblazers
Club gets ready for the
upcoming white season

The Fourtown/Grygla Sportsman’s Club has started the trail prep process for the upcoming snowmobile season,
though we need a bit more snow before those trails are ready for riding. A group of club members have started shaping
things up out there, clearing trails from Thorhult towards Waskish, and Fourtown towards Williams.

Next up comes signing and hopefully grooming to follow, courtesy of Holthusens, who took the Bombardier out there
last week as part of the clean-up efforts, along with volunteers on sleds. A big shout-out to Jack Nelson (Club President),
and fellow club members who helped clear trails: Aaron Holthusen, Blair Holthusen, Jake Sundberg, Donny Wikert, Kyle
Haack, Greg Sparby, and Jordan Scheving. Also to Greg Jelle and Robert Sundberg for doing some maintenance at the
warming shacks. Everyone’s looking forward to a great snowmobile season to come. Photos courtesy of Molly Holthusen

The following information
was taken from the Goodridge
Trailblazers Snowmobile Club
newsletter written by Mariah
Kirkeide, who is in the process
of taking over Linda Hanson’s
position in the club. See below
for information on club officers,
membership fees, and the up-
coming Christmas ride.

Officers for the 2021/2022
Snowmobile season: Presi-
dent: Nathan Peters; Vice Pres-
ident: Casey Jones; Secretary/
Treasurer: Mariah Kirkeide.

Trail committee: Nathan
Peters, Casey dJones, Collin
Race, Nick Shaske, Mitch Srn-

sky, Steve Bryl, Robert Coan,
Trent Stanley, Jason Kangas.

Fees: Membership fees are
due no later than February 1st.
A Snowmobile Club member-
ship is $25 for single/$30 for
family.

They can be sent to 30784
130th St. NE, Goodridge, MN,
56725.

The Trailblazers are plan-
ning a Christmas Ride for Sat-
urday, December 18th. The
first stop will be at Robert &
Deanna Coan’s house at 6pm,
with a second stop planned
at the home of Lucas & Tori
Miller.



- CHURCH CALENDARS

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH
Grace and Our Savior’s,
Grygla
Vicar Marilyn Grafstrom
Recorded services are avail-
able on-demand on the church
website and will play on Gar-
den Valley channel 36 on
Wednesdays 7pm and Sundays
9am & Tpm. gracelutherangry-
gla.weebly.com
Wednesday, Dec 8
1lam Bible Study, 6pm Grace
Choir, 6:30pm Confirmation,
8pm Grace Council
Saturday, Dec 11
7Tpm OS Sunday School
Christmas Program
Sunday, Dec 12
Grace: 9am Worship, 10:15am
SS
0S: 10:30am Worship, No SS

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN
PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith
Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp

Sunday services are posted
online on the Parish YouTube
channel. They are rebroad-
cast on the GVTV Channel 36
on Wednesdays at 9am and
6:30pm.

Wednesday, Dec 8
Tpm Advent Worship at
Ekelund
Sunday, Dec 12
Ekelund: 8am Worship, 4pm
SS program

Faith: 9:30am Worship
Bethany: 11am Worship with

SS program and meal to
follow, 12pm Council meeting

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF
St. Clement’s — Grygla; St.
Ann’s - Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness
Sundays:

St. Clement’s: 10:15am Wor-
ship.

St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship

BETHESDA LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss
Wednesday, Dec 8
Midweek Worship & Christ-
mas Program 7pm at
Riverside
Sunday, Dec 12
9:30am Worship, 11am FB
Live Broadcast

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH
Gatzke
Pastor Tim Lundeen
Sundays
8:30am Worship

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH
St. Petri — Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth — Trail; Oak
Park - Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Wednesday, Dec 8
Wednesday School 5-7pm
Saturday, Dec 11
Mt. Olive Worship 9am, 2pm
LYS Caroling
Sunday, Dec 12
St. Petri: 8am Worship,
9:15am SS
Nazareth: 9:45am Worship
with Christmas program &
dinner
OP: 9:45am SS, 11am Worship

HELP WANTED

American State Bank
of Grygla, Grygla Branch
is seeking an Operations/
Customer Service person. The
ideal candidate will maintain
a professional image to
assist customers with our
banking products. Strong
communication skills and basic
computer knowledge required.
Please submit a resume to
missy.saurdiff@asbgrygla.com
or send to American State
Bank of Grygla, PO Box 78,
Grygla, MN 56727.

EOE of women, minorities,
protected veterans and

individuals with disabilities.
G36-38C

Monson Electric

Services, Inc.
Grygla, MN
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Results from last week’s StatePoint crossword puzzle.

Live Nativity in Grygla

With last year’s Live Nativ-
ity being such a success, an-
other event is being planned.
Grace Lutheran Church will
hold another Live Nativity on
Sunday, December 19th, at
5:30pm. The event will be con-
ducted in the same fashion as
last year.

Sunday, December 19th,
5:30-6:00pm, on State Street in
Grygla.

Beginning: at Yo-Hawn’s
parking lot, 5:30pm, walking
east down State Street.

Ending: at the Christmas
tree at the Veteran’s Memorial
Gazebo.

NOTICE TO BENVILLE
RESIDENTS

Notice is hereby given to the
qualified voters of Benville
Township, County of Beltrami,
State of Minnesota, that there
are two positions open during
the March election:

e Supervisor

¢ Clerk

If interested, please submit an
affidavit of candidacy with the
town clerk between January 1st
and January 13th. 2022. wmasc

Community
Calendar

Wed | Dec 8
Senior Meals at Grain Bin
Café 11am, followed by
December birthday party;
Grygla Library open 2-6pm;
BBB practice Grygla/GBB
practice Goodridge

Thurs | Dec 9
BBB at LOW; GBB at Ro-
seau

Fri | Dec 10
Senior Meals at Grain Bin
Café 11am; Benefit for
Gretchen and Oliver Smeby
at Grygla High School 5pm;
BBB vs. Roseau in Grygla;
GBB vs. KCC in Lancaster

Sat | Dec 11
Goodridge Santa Day at
Lion’s Hall 12-3pm

Sun | Dec 12
Grygla Santa Day at Com-
munity Center 2-5pm;
Community Tree Lighting
Ceremony at Veterans Me-
morial Gazebo 5pm

Mon | Dec 13
Senior Meals at Grain Bin
Café 11am; GBB vs. LOW
in Grygla; JH BBB vs. F/C
in Goodridge; Grygla City

Council meeting 7pm

Tues | Dec 14
BBB/GBB ‘C’ game vs. Heri-
tage in Grygla; BBB/GBB
Double Header vs. Black-
duck in Goodridge

Email your calendar items to
grygla.eagle@gmail.com

JOHNSON

R e N

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

Thief River Falls  218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls « 218-253-2128
Oklee +218-796-5177
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

G46TFC

NOTICE OF MINNIE
TOWNSHIP BOARD

MEETING

Minnie Township Board will
meet at the Minnie Town Hall
65964 Fourtown Road NW on
December 14", 2021. Meeting
will start at 2:00 PM.

Minnie Township

Ray Hendrickson, Clerk
G38C

Silent Night will be sung as
the group walks down State
Street. Once at the tree, a short
reading of the Christmas story
will take place, along with sing-
ing Away in a Manger.

Walk with the group, meet-
ing at the Yo-Hawn’s parking
lot — OR — park along the street

Shop at the Charger’s School Store

The Grygla School Store is
now fully stocked with all the
latest Charger styles just in
time for Christmas. Three dif-

ferent logo designs and colors
are available, along with sizes
ranging all the way from youth
to 3x. T-shirts, crewnecks and

hoodies are available. Stop by
the Grygla School Store and
get some of your holiday shop-
ping done.

Goodridge School Lunchroom Notice

Due to the nationwide food
shortage, effective December
6th, students will not be al-
lowed to take seconds until

further notice. We apologize
for the inconvenience this may
cause. We sure wish this wasn’t
the case. Please know that our

cooks and administration are
doing everything possible to get
the required food items from
our vendors.
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The Holiday Season is a great time to express appreciation to friends and
customers. American State Bank of Grygla invites you in during the month of
December to sign up for the Christmas drawings.

We will be giving away wagons full of toys to one girl and one boy,

and a $150 cash card to one adult with the drawing to be held at 3:00 pm on \

Wednesday, December 22nd.

Christmas goodies will be served in the bank lobby the week of

December 20-24th and you can pick up your 2022 Calendar. i\\\
Mevy Cluistwas from your friends ot Awenican State Bauk of Guygla. Y

Member FDIC.

~

y
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In two
locations

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

(218) 294-6111 « TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

h S B | www.asbgrygla.com | e

AMERICAN STATE BANK

(218) 687-2865 « TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721

FOQUAL HOUSING

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

A FULL
SERVICE
BANK

FAX (218) 687-2328
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and watch the processional
— OR — meet the group at the
tree!

THE REASON FOR THE
SEASON! Complete with real
animals and led by LYO stu-
dents of Grace/Our Savior’s Lu-
theran Church.

House
Fire
Benefit

On October 20th, Gretchen
Smeby and her son, Oliver, lost
their home to a house fire. For-
tunately, no one was injured,
however, what didn’t burn
was so smoke damaged that it
couldn’t be saved. Gretchen is
involved in many community
organizations like the Grygla
Junior Community Club, a
member of the Grygla-Gatzke
School Board, Fourtown/Gry-
gla Sportsman’s Club member,
and Grygla Fall Festival Com-
mittee member. Oliver is in 4th
grade at Grygla Elementary
School. He enjoys the farm and
all of his animals!

Please join the community
this Friday, December 10th, at
the Grygla School. The benefit
will begin at 5pm and is held in
conjunction with the GG Char-
gers vs. Roseau Rams boys’
basketball game. A taco-in-a-
bag meal will be served, along
with a silent auction.

Blood

donors
are vital

The Grygla Student Coun-
cil, along with Grygla Lion’s
Club members are hosting an
upcoming Blood Drive through
Vitalant next Wednesday, De-
cember 15th, from 12-6pm at
the Grygla Community Center.
Please contact Audrya Nelson
with questions or to make an
appointment (218-689-4624).
You can also sign up online
at donors.vitalant.org and use
blood drive code: Grygla

Northern Lights fishing report

Written by Ben Kucera

On this week’s report, we're
getting closer to hitting the big
lake. Wigwam Resort is an-
ticipating letting out wheelers
and snowmobiles this coming
weekend. They are reporting
5”-7” on the bay and around
4” past Pine Island. The Long-
point area may start letting
out ATVs this next weekend as
well.

With the strong winds it did
push the ice up so the edges
may be a little rough. Overall,
it’s looking good; hopefully get
out some time soon. Red Lake
has still been hit and miss on
the bite. If you can safely get
away from people it’s better. A
jig, bobber, and minnow have
been more productive than jig-
ging.

This coming weekend is the
last weekend of the muzzle-
loader season, so good luck all!
Hunters, stay safe. It should be
a decent weekend coming up.
Check out the new jigs up at
the store in town. I'll be adding
to that as winter goes along.

This coming week is a busy
one between reffing and an ice
show, so we will see if I get out
fishing or not. First, I should

get my snowmobile going,
wheeler started, and take my
fish house down from the raf-
ters.

Ben Kucera is the owner
and creator of Northern Lights
Tackle & Custom Rods. He is
also a Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Deputy residing in Grygla
with his wife and children. Ben
is an avid fisherman who will
be writing and submitting a
fishing report weekly. You can
follow his Facebook page at
Northern Lights Tackle and/or
contact him at 218-684-0588.

Minimum guidelines for new, clear ice

4" 5.7

8-12" 12-15"

lce is never 100% safe!

- Wear a life jacket or float coat, except in an enclosed vehicle.

- Carry ice picks, rope, a whistle, and an ice chisel.

+ Check the ice thickness as you go-conditions can change quickly.

» Warn children of the danger of thin ice.

+ Don'’t drive on the ice at night or in foggy conditions.

» Avoid alcoholic beverages.

» Double the thickness guidelines for white or snow-covered ice.

mndn r.govficesafety

m1 DEPARTMENT OF
HATURAL RESOURCES

No fish is worth your life - as lakes across Minnesota
freeze, remember that your safety is your responsibility.
As you contemplate that first foray onto frozen water, wear
a life jacket or float coat, and make sure your ice picks are
easily accessible. Wait until there’s at least 4 inches of new,
clear ice before venturing out. Check the ice thickness for
yourself and check it frequently — don’t rely on a social me-
dia post. Lastly, have a plan in the event you fall through.

Courtesy of MN DNR

Santa Day & Tree
Lighting Ceremony
this Sunday

The Grygla JCC’s Santa
Day & Tree Lighting Ceremo-
ny was cancelled due to the
weather last Sunday, but don’t
fret! All the events have been
moved to this Sunday, Decem-
ber 12th. As originally sched-
uled, the fun begins at 2pm at
the Grygla Community Center.
The scheduled list of events is
as follows:

2-3pm: Bingo

3-5pm: Chili feed & hot
chocolate, kids crafts & color-
ing, Christmas movies, (S)elfie

Goodridge

The Goodridge Lions and
Lion Tamers Santa Day will be
held this Saturday, December
11th from 12-3pm at the Lions
Hall. Some of the afternoon
events include crafts, cookie
decorating, a coloring contest,

Station

3:30-5pm: Santa visits &
Sleigh rides

5pm: The Lighting Ceremo-
ny

At 5pm, everyone is invited
to the Veterans Memorial Ga-
zebo where Christmas caroling
will be led by Grace Lutheran
LYO and Choir members prior
to the big tree being lit up for
the season. The entire commu-
nity is invited to come out and
enjoy all of these festive activi-
ties. Cost: free-will donation.

Santa Day

sleigh rides, and a visit from
Mr. & Mrs. Claus, along with
some elves! Treat bags, hot
dogs, hot cocoa, and cider will
also be served! Bring the kids
out for a fun afternoon com-
plete with a visit from Santa!

Wednesday, December 8, 2021



Mr. Smith’s Kindergarten class is enjoying a 11ne -up of guest readers whlch included Kassandra Nordby, who also
shared a Corn Cake treat for the class. Mr. Smith’s sister also popped into the classroom from afar! Kelcie Smith shared,
“It was a pretty special experience to get to read to my brother’s class. Technology is neat...most of the time!” Photos
courtesy of Travis Smith

Here we come a carolng

It’s the most wonderful time of the year. Little singing voices were ringing out all over Grygla last week. From the
school choir concert one day, to Krystle’s Daycare Christmas program another.

The local daycare held their Christmas program on December 4th with the youngsters working so hard to make their
parents presents, cookies, and perform their holiday hits. The little group sang “Away in a Manger,” “The EIf by the
Shelf,” “When Christmas Comes to Town,” and “Santa Claus is Back in Town.” The gathering was held at Grace Lutheran
Church. Photo courtesy of Krystle Ruud

“Fill your heart w1th a song!” That was the theme of thls year’s hohday concert put on by Grygla High School Band &
Choir students. The concert was held last Thursday evening, December 2nd, at 7:30pm. As Director Gene Lunsetter said,
“It’s so nice to hear music in our little gym again!” Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper & Grygla School
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Cockade

Word of the Week

...enhancing vocabularies
one Grygla Eagle at a time.
Noun

A rosette, knot of ribbon, etc., usually worn on the hat as part
of a uniform, as a badge of office, or the like.

\Ko-keyd\

WHAT A JOKE

Today was a bad day. My ex
got hit by a bus. I also lost my
job as a bus driver.

What is the leading cause of
dry skin? Towels.

Doctor: “Relax, David. It’s
just a small surgery. Don’t
panic.”

Patient: “But my name isn’t
David.”

Doctor: “I know. I'm David.”

What do you call a French
man in sandals? Phillipe
Floppe.

What rock group has four
men that don’t sing? Mount
Rushmore.

You can’t spell cat without
a....

SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Written and made by Kari
Sundberg, Eagle Editor

Straight out of my kitchen,
like most of the weekly recipes
I share, comes this delicious
take on Mac & Cheese. It's a
healthier option using cauli-
flower instead of pasta, and it’s
a blend of cream cheese, sharp
cheddar and smoked gouda
that add a surprising depth of
flavor.

I love cooking. I love trying
new recipes. I love to EAT those
new recipes, but with that can
come a little bit of selfishness.
Oops. I made a casserole dish
of this last week and I just
didn’t want to share, so I called
dibs on it and asked Robert to
not eat any. I mean, I did give
him a bite, but he isn’t trying
to slim down like me — so in all
fairness — the Keto food is mine
first, right? Right. (Though he
is eating a lot of it and enjoying
my new recipes quite a bit. He
also got ONE bite of this dish
and really liked it.)

You don’t have to be try-
ing to eat healthy or watchin’
those carbs in order to make
this. You just have to like cauli-
flower, which a lot of people do.
And when you spruce it up all
cheesy and stuff, well, it’s just
simply delicious.

Check it out.

FYI: If you don’t have gou-
da, just substitute for another
cheese.

Cauliflower Mac &

Cheese

1 large head cauliflower, cut
into small, bite-size florets

1 tsp garlic powder

1 tsp mustard, ground

1/4 tsp black pepper

1/4 tsp cayenne pepper

1/2 tsp salt

1 tbsp olive oil

1 1/2 cups sharp cheddar
cheese, shredded

8 oz cream cheese

1 cup smoked gouda cheese,
shredded

1 cup heavy cream

Preheat oven to 350 de-
grees. Line a baking sheet with
parchment paper and arrange
the cauliflower florets in a sin-
gle layer. Drizzle with oil and
toss. Bake for 18 minutes.

Meanwhile, heat the cream
to a simmer in a saucepan over
medium heat, whisking often.
Stir in cream cheese and cook
until the cream cheese melts.
Reduce heat to low. Stir in %
cup of the sharp cheddar cheese
and the gouda cheese.

Sprinkle with the garlic
powder, ground mustard, salt,
black pepper, and cayenne
pepper. Cook until the cheese
melts, about 3 or 4 minutes.

Add the cauliflower to the
pot and toss to coat. Transfer
the mixture to a 9 x 9 casserole
dish. Top with the remaining %
cup of cheddar cheese.

Bake for 20 minutes. If de-
sired, you can broil for a few
minutes to brown the top.

I;BI,S talk a ‘

{ Christmas m01e

By Kari Sundberg,

Eagle Editor

I stumbled upon an article
online about “A Christmas
Story” and it had me laugh-
ing and relating to every word.
At the risk of sounding like a
Grinch, I really hate the movie
“A Christmas Story.”

Always have.

I said what I said.

I can’t be the only one who
really hates that movie!? There
has to be more of us.

It’s hard for me to pick
just ONE favorite Christmas
classic, but it’s easy for me
to pick my least favorite: “A
Christmas Story”- hands down.

Anyway, this blog shared
a hilarious review from one
woman who rewatched the hol-
iday classic now as a mom, and
she sums up the movie in such
an accurate way; it’s so spot on.

Feel free to stop me on the
street and try to change my
mind, but for now, grab a cup
of coffee and enjoy this honest
review.

m T

Rewatching “A Christ-
mas Story” as a mom

Written by Jen McGuire (at
Romper.com), November 28,
2021

Listen, there was a time in
my life when I was a “Ralphie.”
When I watched “A Christmas
Story” and got so frustrated
with the unfairness of it all.
How Ralphie never gets a sec-
ond of privacy and has to hide
out in the bathroom just to use
his Little Orphan Annie secret
decoder. Running, always run-
ning, from Scut Farkus, he of
the yellow eyes and unfortu-
nate coonskin hat. The terror
of not getting what you want
from Christmas. The revenge
dream against your parents
who just don’t get you. Then I
became a mom and rewatched
“A Christmas Story.”

And no, okay?

A Christmas Story...

Continued on back
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A Christmas Story...

Continued from page 3

Ralphie and Randy, just no.

I guess moms don’t need
names?

“A  Christmas Story” was
based on a short story written
by narrator Jean Shephard
hilariously titled “In God We
Trust: All Others Pay Cash.”
Sheppard’s short story was
modeled after his own child-
hood growing up in Hammond,
Indiana, in the ‘40s, so yes,
I understand it was a differ-
ent time. But Ralphie’s mom,
who is played by the brilliant
Melinda Dillon in Bob Clark’s
1983 adaptation of “A Christ-
mas Story,” doesn’t even get a
name? For real? The only wom-
an in the family, presumably
forced to wear ill-fitting polyes-
ter skirts and nylons (nylons!)
while trapped inside her home,
spending her days cooking and
cleaning, and they don’t even
give her a name? Or pants? But
mostly a name?

From now on, I would like to
call her Victoria.

Randy is a handful

Ralphie is a pretty easy kid
to get along with for the most
part, but Randy? Who 1is this
kid? He 1s so, so much work for
his mom, AKA Victoria. First
of all, he is old enough to go
to school but not old enough to
figure out how snowsuits work.
Which feels sort of fair, but he
hassles his mom so much about
it, I can almost feel her sigh of
relief when she gets them out
the door to school.

Sadly, I also think Randy
might be her best friend. Ral-
phie is laser-focused on getting
that BB gun and his friends.
Her husband, AKA “The Old
Man,” only looks up from his
puzzles to complain about the
furnace or yell at his kids or
fight with the Bumpus’s dogs.
May I remind you Victoria
is dressed in business casual
skirts and blouses, and no one
looks at her. Except Randy.
The little boy of indeterminate
age who hides in cupboards
and only eats his dinner by pre-
tending to be a pig at a trough.

This is Victoria’s life now.

The separate beds were
kind of great

There is one brief scene
where Ralphie sneaks into his
parents’ room to share an ad
for his Red Ryder BB gun in
one of his mom’s magazines,
and I noticed two things. One,
when does this woman ever
have time to read a magazine?
And two, she and her husband
sleep in separate twin beds.

I support this. I bet she gets
a great sleep in her own bed.
I bet she keeps those sheets
crisp and clean and feels like
herself when she lies down at
the end of a long day spent in
service to her family.

I just wish the bed was big-
ger for her. And in a magnifi-
cent hotel room in Tahiti.

Lukewarm food & zero
gratitude

Ralphie notes at one point in
the narration that his mother
“hadn’t eaten a hot meal in 15
years.” It’s said with affection
as the movie shows her trying
to take a bite of the mashed
potatoes and meatloaf she has
lovingly crafted and her hus-
band, a grown man, says “can
I have more red cabbage?” I
would like to point out that her
children have not been alive
for 15 years, which means her
husband is the one keeping her
from eating.

Also no one shows her any
kind of gratitude.

Until.

The turning point that
gets you

When Ralphie beats up Scut
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Farkus after being bullied and
Randy runs to get his mom,
there are a lot of problematic
scenes. First of all, she doesn’t
even pretend to check on the
child her son has just left
bloodied in the snow. Second
of all, the overriding fear in the
house, as voiced by Randy, is
that “Daddy’s going to kill Ral-
phie” for getting into a fight.
She protects him, and it’s sort
of beautiful in the way they
share a moment. Ralphie looks
at his mom with new eyes, al-
most like she’s a human being.

But seriously, was her hus-
band going to come home and
beat their child? Did Scut sur-
vive? Victoria, I know it was
exciting to leave the house un-
attended for once, but still.

That leg lamp was the
last straw

I'll say it; when Ralphie’s
mom “accidentally” breaks the
leg lamp her husband won as
his “major award,” I got it. Her
husband has lost his temper
and sworn in front of their kids
so often Ralphie’s out there
dropping F-bombs whenever.
He goes out to work and comes
home and she finally, finally
has another adult to speak to,
but he hides behind the paper
all night. She wears nylons
for him even in winter and he
never says a word about her
efforts. All he does is fawn
over his lamp which, beautiful
though it may be, embarrasses
her and she can’t say a word
about it.

She was right
shooting your eye out

By the time Christmas ar-
rives, Mom, AKA Victoria, has
run herself ragged but you can
kind of tell that’s just her life
now. Did she have dreams, you
ask? Did she ever get to have
a personality that was not tied
to her family? Did she hope
for a marriage where she was
respected? Too bad for her, I
guess. Because even when she
wants to put her foot down
about something, it makes no
difference. First off, The Old
Man, who actually engages
with the family on Christmas
Day, overrides her when she
asks Ralphie to wear his pink
bunny pajamas sent by his
aunt. Yes, they were tragic, but
can we just let mom have this
one thing?

Then her husband goes be-
hind her back and buys their
son a BB gun despite the fact
that she’s made it clear she
doesn’t want him to have it.
Worried he’ll shoot his eye out,
and for good reason because he
nearly does. All she can do is
mutter dejectedly “I still think
those things are dangerous,”
while her husband gets to win
the prize of most fun parent for
the day.

She finds happiness in
the small things

No one is more excited
about Christmas morning in
that house but the mom. You
know she stayed up late get-
ting everything ready, but that
woman came down the stairs
in her pink robe glowing with
happiness. Even when the
Bumpus’s dogs break in to eat
her turkey while she’s helping
Ralphie with his eye (again, I
say she was right). She cries
at first, but then her husband
takes the family out for dinner.
She gets served for once in a
nice dress. They go home, the
kids go to bed, it snows outside
and looks gorgeous. Mom and
The Old Man listen to Christ-
mas music by the light of the
Christmas tree, drinking wine
and cuddling together.

I used to think this was so
romantic.

But now all I can think is:
Run, Victoria. Just for the
night. Be free this Christmas.
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this article

because it takes the words right out of my mouth, but it was
found online, simply reiterating my thoughts on the worst
Christmas movie ever made. Disclaimer: Shared only for
a little holiday humor, though I stand by my opinion. Ha!
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Charger’s _Basketball from last week

Monday, November 29th, GBB vs. RLCC in Oklee

GG 68, RLCC 54

GG Stats: Hannah Wilebski- 10 points, 8 rebounds; Kjerstin
Nelson- 3 points; Caitlyn Jacobson- 31 points, 11 reb, 4 steals; Sa-
die Anderson- 9 points, 6 assists, 5 steals; Kylie Delage- 9 points,
9 rebounds; Katelyn Larson- 4 points; Payton Homme- 2 points

Coach’s Comments: It was good to be back on the court and to
start the season. We had a few chances to pull away in the game,
but RLCC would go on a little run to catch back up. We could tell
it was the first game, with some first game jitters. There were a
total of 75 free throws shot for both teams. There were a lot of
good things too. I thought we rotated on defense well, we boxed
out well, and had good movement on offense.

Tuesday, November 30th, GBB vs. SAC in Grygla

GG 29, SAC 46

GG Stats: Hannah Wilebski- 2 points; Kjerstin Nelson- 3 points;
Caitlyn Jacobson- 9 points, 8 rebounds; Sadie Anderson- 5 points;
Kylie Delage- 2 points; Katelyn Larson- 8 points, 5 rebounds

Coach’s Comments: Stephen came out and gave us some trou-
ble with the pressure. We have some new guards this year due
to graduating some last year. I feel that we broke the press well
but couldn’t handle the “in your face defense” in the half court.

Defensively, I feel we played pretty well. They scored a lot of their
points off of our turnovers and got layups off of them. Offensively,
we had a tough time getting open shots. Stephen plays good de-
fense, and they fly all over. This was a good test for our team, and
now we have a few practices to try and fix some of our weaknesses.

Friday, December 3rd, BBB vs. Northome/Kelliher in
Goodridge

Chargers 84, Northome/Kelliher 40

Stats: Blake Rychlock (22 pts, 11 reb), Matt Busse (5 pts, 4
asst, 3 steals), Sheldin Sundberg (3 pts), Justin Thompson (3
reb), Andrew Loken (6 reb, 2 steals), Jordan Coan (23 pts, 4 reb, 2
steals), Carson Rubischko (3 pts), Nick Groven (1 pt, 3 reb, 3 asst),
Lewis Jones (19 pts, 10 reb, 5 asst, 5 steals), Kaylor Torgerson (2
reb, 2 steals), Tucker Verbout (2 reb), Reece Sundberg (8 pts, 6
reb, 2 steals)

Coach’s Comments: We kicked off our season with a big win
in Goodridge! We were really jacked up at the beginning of the
game and missed a lot of good shots, but we relied on our pressure
defense to keep us in the game. As we started to make shots, we
pulled away from the Mustangs. It was a great team effort by the
whole roster. I was especially happy with our rebounding and ball
movement on offense.
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