
Local Election results

The unofficial results for the Grygla City Mayor shows Richard Mosher as the projected 
winner. As long as ballots are postmarked by November 3rd, they have 10 days to arrive 
and be counted. Official results will be announced November 13th. The City of Grygla has 
118 registered voters with 103 ballots arriving by Election Day. The write-in for Mayor 
was Joey Holthusen, who received two votes.

The unofficial results for the two open spots on the Grygla City Council list Devin Ruud 
and Karla Byklum as receiving the most votes. 

Jeremy Rychlock, Gretchen Smeby and Luke Nordvick have the top three votes as 
of right now for the Grygla/Gatzke School Board. These are the unofficial results as of 
Monday, November 9th. As long as ballots are postmarked by November 3rd, they have 
10 days to arrive and be counted. Official results will be announced November 13th. The 
names for write-ins were not available as of press time.

Tim Hruby, John Lovly and Jason Salo have the top three votes as of right now for the 
Goodridge School Board. These are the unofficial results as of Monday, November 9th. 
As long as ballots are postmarked by November 3rd, they have 10 days to arrive and be 
counted. Official results will be announced November 13th. 

LSS Meals, a service of Lu-
theran Social Service of Minne-
sota, will be handing out meals 
this Thursday, November 12th, 
at the Grygla Community Cen-
ter from 11am-12:30pm. These 
meals are not limited to low-
income or in-need individu-
als or families – they are for 
anyone to pick up, with each 
person being allowed to take 
5 meals with them. All meals 
are already home-cooked and 
prepared. 

During this unprecedented 
time, LSS can provide these 
meals to community members 
at no charge. This is made 
possible by a COVID-19 relief 
grant from the Minnesota De-
partment of Education. It al-
lows LSS to provide meals from 
October 1-December 31, 2020.

What are the meals and 
who is eligible?

Recipes for the home-style 
meals are developed by a reg-
istered dietician. They are indi-

vidually portioned with a bal-
ance of proteins, carbohydrates 
and spices to meet dietary 
needs and taste great. Meals 
will be sealed and packaged in 
easy to carry reusable bags pro-
vided by LSS Meals. Anyone 
in need of nutrition is eligible. 
Each person can receive up to 
five meals, plus snacks, at each 
pick-up event at NO COST. 
Individuals can also pick up 
meals for others in their house-
hold.

How are meals produced 
and distributed?

LSS Meals will produce 
meals at one of their Minne-
sota kitchens and transport 
them with refrigerated trucks. 
Representatives will hand 
out meals using proper PPE 
(masks and gloves) and follow 
state social distancing guide-
lines. Grygla City Clerk, Rose 
Aune, will also be at the Grygla 
Community Center this Thurs-
day helping distribute.

What is required from 
community partners?

LSS Meals, a service of Lu-
theran Social Service of Min-
nesota, is seeking community 
partners in the area to help 
them distribute nutritious 
meals to individuals and fami-
lies. LSS will work with com-
munity partners to identify a 
pick-up date, time and location. 
They need access to a park-
ing lot, open entrance spaces 
or an ideal high traffic area to 
ensure an efficient distribution 
of meals. Partners are asked 
to help get the word out about 
the meal distributions through 
communication channels. This 
can be done through the news-
paper, by posting on social me-
dia, sending emails, making 
announcements at meetings, 
etc. To get started in your com-
munity or learn more, contact 
Shannon Olson at 218-681-
2793.

LSS Meals available to 
anyone this Thursday

Written by Cheryl Sistad
First, just a reminder that 

the October CFAP box distri-
bution was the last one. Next, 
with on onset of the Covid-19 
virus, the Grygla-Gatzke has 
had to adapt to changing regu-
lations in dealing with our cli-
ents. Because of limited space 
in the food shelf, we have spent 
the summer months dealing 
with people outside in the park-
ing lot of the food shelf.

Now that the winter months 
are approaching, we have been 
discussing ways to deal with 
the situation without standing 
out in the cold. In conversa-

tions with the North Country 
Food Bank and discussion how 
others are handling this, we 
have come up with the follow-
ing plan:

We will allow one person at 
a time to enter the food shelf 
and be seated. They

will be asked to answer basic 
covid questions (same as going 
to a clinic), have a temperature 
check and be wearing a mask 
(as do food shelf volunteers). 
Volunteers will still be pulling 
the items from the shelves for 
you. We will be sanitizing the 
area between clients. Natu-
rally, we ask you not to come 

to the food shelf if you do not 
feel well. Please make arrange-
ments for someone else to pick 
up your food items.

If you do not feel comfort-
able coming into the food shelf, 
you may still come to the door 
to pick up your shopping list, 
fill it out in your vehicle, and 
return it to the door for us to 
put together your food items.

Next Food Shelf date is Sat-
urday, November 21st, from 
8:00 to 10:30am. If you have 
any questions, please contact 
Joni Anderson or Cheryl Sis-
tad. 

Grygla/Gatzke Food Shelf news

Verbout retires 
from Air Force

Written by Kari Sundberg, 
Eagle Editor

Lieutenant Colonel Jeremy 
“SEAL” Verbout has retired 
from the United States Air 
Force after serving his country 
for 20 years. 

“My life has been a series of 
failures that I’ve been able to 
persist and be successful,” he 
shared.

Though he’s put in years of 
time, dedication and service…
though he’s been a part of top 
secret intelligence assign-
ments…though he’s been part 
of an elite club of the U-2 spy 
plane, only flown by a select 
few…and though his career 
has been one of major accom-
plishments, awards and deco-
rations, Jeremy Verbout is as 
humble as they come. 

Before we get to the “SEAL” 
side of things – let’s go back a 
bit.

Jeremy Verbout is a 1995 
graduate of Grygla High 
School and is the son of Den-
nis and Sherry Verbout. With 
no military presence on either 
side of his family, he recalls 
his love for fighter planes at an 
early age. “I remember telling 
Mary Rindahl, my first grade 
teacher at Gatzke Elemen-

tary School, that I wanted to 
fly fighter planes for the Air 
Force,” he laughed. “That was 
just my thing. I knew without a 
doubt that I’d do that, regard-
less of what anyone else said.”

In what would be the first 
military member of his fam-
ily, Jeremy set out to conquer 
those dreams, which sent him 
soaring to the edge of space.

Right out of high school, 
Jeremy headed to Iowa State 
University as he was interest-
ed in a Bio Chemistry degree, 
and also their basketball pro-
gram. (At the time, they were 
rebuilding and openly looking 
for walk-ons.) While there, Jer-
emy found out they had a great 
ROTC Air Force program and 
decided to head in that direc-
tion. At the end of his first year, 
he looked for the best opportu-
nity to move forward on that 
path. At the time, the two pri-
mary aviation schools were lo-
cated in Grand Forks, ND, and 
Daytona Beach, FL. He was ac-
cepted into the UND Aerospace 
program, which back then, it 
was brand new and very small 
with only five students total. 
The group was assigned under 
NDSU, but just before Jere-
my’s senior year, they got their 

own ROTC detachment. While 
helping to build that program, 
he completed his four years, 
earning his Bachelor of Science 
in Air Transportation in 2000. 

Jeremy recalled how his four 
years at UND prepared him for 
what would be an incredible 
career with the United States 
Air Force. “The first year there 
was figuring out what I wanted 
to do. The 2nd year is prepping 
for Basic Training and under-
standing the military. That 
summer after is when you go 
to Basic Training, which was 
done in Westover, Mass., then 
you go back and sign a contract 
saying you are now an enlisted 
member of the Air Force and 
part of the military. Then you 
have your last two years to for-
mally prep you for becoming an 
officer. 

At the end of Jeremy’s UND 
days, he was a commercial in-
structor pilot. The next step in 
the Air Force, was being sent 
to Navigator School. This was 
the first of many assignments. 
From July 2000-May 2001, 
Jeremy was sent to Randolph 
AFB, Texas, for Navigator 

Lt. Col. Verbout...
Continued on back

In honor of Veterans Day and his recent retirement, we look back on Jeremy Verbout’s 
incredible accomplishments while serving in the United States Air Force.
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A look at next week ... In honor of National Adoption Month, we bring you one family’s story filled with love and multiple adoptions.
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 w CHURCH CALENDARS
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sunday:
8am Worship w/ 11am Face-

book Live Broadcast

LIBERTY CHAPEL
Grygla

Congregation-Led
Calendar/information not 

available at this time.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Wednesdays
5-7pm Wed. School, 7pm LYS

Saturdays
9am Worship at Mt. Olive

Sundays
St. Petri: 8am Worship, 

9:15am SS
OP: 8:30am SS, 9:45am Wor-

ship
Nazareth: 10am SS, 11am 

Worship

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
8:30am Worship with 9:45am 

SS.

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Ken Bowman
Wednesday, November 11
6:30pm Confirmation for 7/8 

grade students. 8pm Grace/OS 
Executive Council Meeting

Sunday, November 15
Grace: Worship at 9am, No SS 

OS: 10:30am Worship, No 
SS

Masks and social distancing 
are required, following CDC 
guidelines.

 Pastor Ken’s service will 
continue to air on GV channel 
36 at 9am Sunday and 7pm 
Sunday, as well as be posted on 
the Grace Lutheran website. 

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp

Wednesday, November 11
Faith 6:30pm Worship, Grade 

7 Confirmation 7:30pm
Sunday, November 15
Bethany 8:30am Worship, 

Faith Formation 10am

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday:
St. Clement’s: 10:15am Wor-

ship in church
St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship in 

church

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime

Northern Lights outdoor/fishing report

Written by Ben Kucera
The first weekend of deer 

season is behind us. Deer sea-
son went off without a hitch; 
some hunters were able to bag 
a deer, others are still looking 
for the 30 point buck. If your 
camp is like ours, it’s a family 
and friend get together with 
stories and tall tales of past 
hunts being told. 

A Band of Brothers have 
hunted the same area since 
they were kids and grew up 
hunting Agassiz. These broth-
ers have all the good ole spots in 
memory and how to get there. 
The one story they like to tell is 
about their dad and the gun he 
carried with big silver tipped 
bullets. There was no mistak-
ing when he shot and they de-
scribe it as lobbing a brick 100 
yards. This Band of Brothers 
includes my dad and his broth-
ers. Deer camp for them is 
about being together more than 
it is shooting a deer. They don’t 
mind shooting a deer a ways in 
the woods; they just call 1-800-
boys to come track and drag the 
deer out. Cherish these times 

at deer camp, because eventu-
ally they will turn into your tall 
tales to tell the next generation 
at deer camp. Most of our group 
stays majority of the week, if 
not all week, and leave next 
Sunday. Good luck to everyone 
chasing the 30 pointer and stay 
safe! This next week is going to 
be a bit colder and should get 
the deer moving. 

If you tagged out, Lake of 
the Woods is still producing 
quantity and some quality fish. 
Look for them along the 10’-20’ 
marks on the west side, swift 
all the way along the shoreline 
to Elm point. Jig and shiner 
still holds the title of top bait 
to use. The Rainy has been pro-
ducing in 4 mile bay for walleye 
in the holes, but mainly on the 
edges of the holes. If you have 
the urge to catch a sturgeon be-
fore ice up, now is your chance. 
The sturgeon bite has been hot 
in the river in the same holes 
and edges as the walleye. Ice 
fishing will be upon us soon. 
If you are looking for one last 
fishing trip watch the weather 
and stay safe and good luck. 

My beloved waterfowl sea-
son has come to an end and 
it was one to remember. Lots 
of new hunting buddies to go 
with next year and 2 dogs that 
showed me they have the drive 
and will to chase birds with me; 
they both turned 1. 

I hope to chase deer on Fri-
day and finish my room to make 
ice fishing jigs and rods. If you 
need to try and get one up on 
your fishing buddies get a hold 
of me - I can make some jigs the 
fish have never seen before. If 
you want a new rod, I do have 
a list to do, but should be able 
to get one made by the middle 
of December. Again, good luck 
and enjoy this time of the year!

Ben Kucera is the owner 
and creator of Northern Lights 
Tackle & Custom Rods. He is 
also a Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Deputy residing in Grygla 
with his wife and children. Ben 
is an avid fisherman who will 
be writing and submitting a 
fishing report weekly. You can 
follow his Facebook page at 
Northern Lights Tackle and/
or contact him at 218-684-0588.

Grants to 
help prevent 
spread of 
COVID-19

Nearly $15 million in grants 
are available to help prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 to 
people with disabilities and 
staff who support them. The 
Minnesota Department of Hu-
man Services already has dis-
tributed about $6.6 million in 
grants to 35 organizations in 
Minnesota.

The Disability Services pro-
vider public health grants are 
intended to work by:

• continuing or increasing 
use of individualized day or 
employment services;

• reducing use of congregate 
and sheltered workshop set-
tings.

Providers who work under 
the Brain Injury, Community 
Access for Disability Inclusion, 
Community Alternative Care 
or Developmentally Disabili-
ties waiver programs are eli-
gible to apply. The application 
deadline is Nov. 16.

Applicants must describe 
their plan to spend grant mon-
ey to reduce the risk of expo-
sure to and transmission of 
COVID-19 by maintaining or 
increasing access to individual-
ized employment services and 
reducing the use of congregate 
and sheltered workshop service 
settings. Each grant is capped 
at $200,000, but more funds 
may be issued if all eligible pro-
viders have received the maxi-
mum. 

For more information, see 
Disability services provider 
public health grants and Dis-
ability Services Public Health 
grants FAQ page. Providers 
who have questions about the 
grants may send an email to 
dsd.responsecenter@state.
mn.us

Do you own agricultural 
land but do not have an agri-
cultural homestead? 

Homestead is available on 
farmland as long as all the fol-
lowing conditions are met:

(1) The owner must live 
within four cities, townships or 
a combination thereof from the 
farm;

(2) The owner or qualifying 
relative must actively farm the 
land;

(3) The owner and operator 
must be a Minnesota resident;

(4) Neither the owner nor 
their spouse claim another ag-
ricultural homestead in Minne-
sota; and

(5) The farm consists of at 
least 40 contiguous acres.

What is a qualifying rela-
tive?

For special agricultural 
homestead, a qualifying rela-
tive includes a spouse, child, 

grandchild, sibling, or parent 
of the owner, either on the per-
son’s own behalf as an individ-
ual or on behalf of an entity.

When do I apply?
You must apply on or before 

December 15, 2020. This is an 
annual application accompa-
nied by your 156EZ from the 
2020 crop year. Contact your 
county assessor for applica-
tions. (Marshall County Asses-
sor’s Office: 218-745-5331)

Important Property Tax Notice – 
special agricultural homestead

Who is eligible?
This program provides a 

property tax exclusion for the 
homestead of: 

1. an honorably discharged 
veteran who has a service-con-
nected disability rating of 70% 
percent or higher 

2. surviving spouses of cer-

tain qualifying veterans and 
service members 

3. primary family caregivers 
of qualifying veterans 

How do I apply? 
Applications are available in 

your County Assessor’s office. 
You must apply by December 
15 to qualify for the exclusion 

on the current year’s market 
value for taxes payable next 
year (except for manufactured 
homes assessed as personal 
property, which are taxed in 
the same year they are as-
sessed).

Disabled Veterans’ Homestead 
Property Tax Exclusion

North Valley Public Health 
will be offering a free flu shot 
clinic on November 19th, by 
appointment only. Free to any 
adult, and free to children who 

have no insurance, or are in-
sured through Blue Plus or 
MA. This will take place on 
Thursday, November 19th, at 
11:30am at the Grygla Com-

munity Center. Call NVPH at 
745-5154 to schedule your ap-
pointment. Supply is limited 
- free shots offered while sup-
plies last. 

Flu shot clinic to be offered in Grygla

Marshall County Social Ser-
vices is once again sponsoring 
the Christmas Sharing Tree 
Project; and this year more 
than ever we could use your 
help! Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic we have more chil-
dren than usual on our list. 
The project is asking commu-
nity members to help spread 
some kindness this Christmas 
season by purchasing a gift for 
a child in Marshall County.  

If you are willing to help, 
please visit one of the nine tree 
locations in Marshall County.  
You can also call Marshall 
County Social Services at 218-
745-5124 or email stacey.urba-
niak@co.marshall.mn.us and 
we will get you the specific in-
formation. 

The nine tree locations 
are: American Federal Bank, 
Bremer Bank and Frandsen 
Bank & Trust all in Warren; 
United Valley Bank in Argyle, 

KodaBank in Stephen; the 
Marshall County State Bank 
in Newfolden; Frandsen Bank 
& Trust in Oslo; Border State 
Bank in Middle River; and the 
American State Bank in Gry-
gla.  

Due to COVID-19 many of 
the bank lobbies may be closed, 
but the information is still 
available through the drive-up 
windows. The ornaments at 
these locations list specific siz-
es and gift ideas to make shop-
ping easier. Please note that we 
will be accepting gifts through 
December 2nd.

In the midst of all 2020 has 
brought, we sincerely hope you 
can consider giving this Christ-
mas Season. Marshall County 
Social Services appreciates all 
the support throughout the 
county and wishes everyone a 
blessed season filled with kind-
ness.

Help spread some 
Christmas kindness

grygla.govoffice2.com
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Only in Minnesota: a weekly feature in the Eagle Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

      Desideratum                           \Dih-sid-uh-rey-tuhm\

Noun
Something wanted or needed.

 w SIMPLY DELICIOUS
By Kari Sundberg, Eagle 

Editor
Nutella Baked French 

Toast Casserole
This baked French toast 

casserole with Nutella is a su-
per easy and delicious dish. 
It’s a 5-ingredient make-ahead 
breakfast that everyone will 
love, young and old.

Ingredients
8 slices bread
4 eggs
1 ¼ cups milk
1 tbsp. vanilla
1 cup Nutella
Butter for greasing the bak-

ing dish
Instructions
Butter an 11 x 7 inch baking 

dish. (see note below regarding 
pan sizes). In a medium bowl, 
whisk together the eggs, milk 
and vanilla until well com-
bined. Set aside.

Spread Nutella on each of 8 
slices of bread. Roll each bread 
slice into a cigar shape with 
the Nutella filling on the in-
side. Dip each bread roll into 
the egg mixture and place it in 
the buttered baking dish, seam 
side down. Continue with the 
remaining bread rolls, placing 
them side-by-side in the baking 
dish, enchilada-style. Pour the 
remaining custard over the top 
of the bread.

Refrigerate for at least 2 
hours or overnight, until the 
custard has been absorbed by 
the bread.

Preheat the oven to 375 de-
grees F. Transfer to the pre-

heated oven for 30-35 minutes 
until the top of the casserole is 
golden brown.

Shake some powdered sugar 
over the top, and drizzle with 
a little melted Nutella if you 
wish. Serve with sliced straw-
berries and maple syrup, if de-
sired.

Notes
An 11 x 7 inch baking dish 

or pan is really the perfect size 
and shape for this dish, but if 
you don’t have one, don’t let 
that stop you! Any size will 
do, like 9 x 9 inch for instance, 
though you may need to cut 
a roll or two in half to fit the 
shape. If you want to use a 
larger pan, like a 9 x 13 inch, 
just increase the custard ingre-
dients accordingly. This recipe 
is pretty forgiving, so don’t 
worry about precise propor-
tions too much.

Goodridge School adds a new parking lot on site
Submitted by Tom Loberg, 

Goodridge School Superinten-
dent

We recently added a new 
parking lot space by acquir-
ing the property east of the 
Goodridge School. It had been 
the goal of the district to pur-

chase the house and lot east of 
the school and to turn it into a 
parking lot for many years.

The property was already 
sandwiched in between 2 dis-
trict owned properties, a staff 
parking lot to the north and 
a student parking lot to the 

south. Purchasing the prop-
erty just made sense. School 
board chairman John Lovly 
had worked on purchasing the 
property for many years.

In late August, we received 
word that the property was go-
ing to be up for sale through 

the Estate of Irvin C Hamm. 
Goodridge Public School pur-
chased the property in Sep-
tember and Tim Hruby and 
Rodney Hoffman began de-
molition and removal of the 
house in late October. Thanks 
to some nice November weath-

er gravel was hauled in and 
Tim and Rodney were able 
to finish leveling it to grade. 
The end result looked great 
and was a major improvement 
to the overall appearance of 
our building and grounds. 
The parking lot will be a ma-

jor asset to the district in the 
future to help us safely and 
conveniently accommodate 
many vehicles at elementary 
programs, concerts, sporting 
events, and graduation cer-
emonies.

Duluth’s beloved Bentleyville Tour of Lights will be re-
turning to Minnesota

The year 2020 will definitely go down in the books as one of 
the worst in many people’s lives. It’s been a difficult year for ev-
eryone, especially those who have been directly impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It’s impossible to get the year back, but it is 
possible to shine just a little brightness on what remains of 2020. 
One way to do that is by visiting this year’s Bentleyville. Despite 
the state of the world, this beloved event is coming back to Min-
nesota for the 2020 holiday season. 

Bentleyville is a popular annual Christmas celebration held in 
Duluth, Minnesota. It is made up of millions of colorful lights. For 
years, this has been one of the most popular Christmas displays in 
Minnesota. People from around the state travel and beyond travel 
to Duluth to see the lights in person. The event has traditionally 
been open only to pedestrians. But in 2020, the event is set up as 

a drive-thru lights display!
This year, in order to keep the event safe in the midst of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, organizers have created a display that can 
be enjoyed from the comfort of your car. So load up your family 
and head to Duluth! The event is only open to vehicles that are un-
der 8 feet tall and less than 20 feet long. Masks are not required, 
as you’ll be in your personal vehicle. But attendees are required to 
stay in their vehicle for the entire duration. This is a great way to 
see holiday lights in a whole new way! As usual, unique displays 
will depict favorite animals, holiday characters, pieces of Minne-
sota culture, and more.

The event lasts from November 21 to December 27. It will cost 
$10 per vehicle - paid at the gate - to drive through the event. Be-
ing one of Minnesota’s best holiday traditions, we think it’s well 
worth it. (Address: 704 W Railroad St, Duluth, MN 55802)

Deer season opener brings luck to hunters

Deer season is here with opening weekend bringing some “buck luck” to quite a 
few hunters. Sisters Ashlyn and Jessika had a great opening morning hunt in Espelie 
Township! Their bucks went down almost back-to-back; when one was found, the other 
was taken down! Photo courtesy of Ashlyn Henrickson

Samantha Sjulestad got her first deer ever – this 9-pointer taken down on Saturday, 
November 7th. Photo courtesy of Sami Sjulestad

Erik Jensen got his trophy buck last Saturday morning 
near Highlanding at about 100 yards from his stand. Photo 
courtesy of Erik Jensen

Stephanie (Klamar) Buchner shot this 11-point buck 
at her family’s cabin NW of Middle River last Saturday 
morning. Photo courtesy of Stephanie Buchner

Evan Rubischko shot this 10-point buck opening 
morning up by Ditch 20! Photo courtesy of Pam Rubischko
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Happy Veterans Day to all the men and women who served and continue to serve this country. We thank you for your service and protection.

Lt. Col. Verbout...
Continued from front

Training. At that point, he was 
able to choose the RC-135 In-
telligence platform, which does 
measurements and signals in-
telligence, to name a few. With 
this, would come a move to 
Fairchild, Washington, where 
Jeremy would go through sur-
vival, POW and resistance 
training. “They teach you how 
to survive in the woods, how to 
get through “prisoner of war” 
training and how to resist in-
terrogations and things like 
that,” he shared. “They try to 
break you and look at your loy-
alty to the government as if it 
was a real situation where if 
you went down as a navigator 
behind enemy lines, how would 
you save your life, resist the 
enemy and not give up classi-
fied information.”

This true-to-life training, 
which included being put in a 
55 gallon drum for a long pe-
riod of time, prepared him for 
his next move to Offutt AFB 
in Nebraska where he would 
spend the next three years as 
a Navigator on the RC-135 Co-
bra Ball, which was one of the 
airplanes used for signals intel-
ligence. He was also a civilian 
flight instructor at the Offutt 
Aero Club, teaching other Air 
Force members and civilians 
how to fly. Jeremy also got his 
Master’s Degree in Aero Space 
Operations and Human Fac-
tors while at Offutt, which is 
also where he met his now wife 
Stephanie, who was originally 
from Anoka, MN. 

While in Nebraska, Jeremy 
got picked up for pilot training 
due to how many hours he had 
flown and his experience. The 
selective Euro-NATO Joint Jet 
Pilot Training brought him 
to Sheppard AFB, Texas, for 
about a year, where the pri-
mary focus was learning how 
to become a fighter pilot. Jer-
emy flew the T-37 Tweet and 
T-38 Talon, both of which are 
jet trainers where he flew with 
NATO partners as the class 
leader for the Americans, the 
Germans, Dutch, Danish and 
Norwegians. No missions at 
this point, but just figuring out 
how to fly military fighter-type 
aircraft. At this point, Jeremy 
could pick a fighter, bomber or 
a trainer; he was lucky enough 
to get his first choice, which 
was an F-15E Strike Eagle. At 
this point, the Verbouts were 
married with their first child, 
living off base. After more than 
a year there, the family then 
moved to Seymour Johnson 
AFB in North Carolina, where 
another 10 months of training 
took place to learn about the 
missions, the weapons, the ca-
pabilities of the airplane, how 
to operate as a formation and 
a unit, and how to work with 
your other entities. 

As the trend would contin-
ue, the family would be mov-
ing again. This time overseas 
to RAF Lakenheath, England, 
where according to Jeremy’s 
official biography, it states: 
Director of Staff, F-15E Fight 

This is an older picture of Jeremy, Stephanie, their 
children and Jeremy’s mom, Sherry Verbout, all pictured 
in front of one of the most famous spy planes ever built, 
the U-2, which Jeremy operated out of Beale AFB. 

Action shots from above! You can see on the far right, how the refueling process works in the air.

Lead, 494th Fighter Squadron, 
from April 2007-July 2010. At 
this point, Jeremy was flying 
(and leading) the Strike Eagle 
operationally, and was on call, 
doing missions. Two trips to 
Afghanistan took place in 2007 
and again in 2010 that were 
four months long each, where 
he was deployed to Bagram 
Air Base to offer support to the 
men and women on the ground, 
and to the establishment of the 
country. Jeremy also went to 
Romania, Sweden, Spain and 
a couple trips to the United 
States. “A lot of deployments 
and a lot of flying. I could talk 
for days just about my time out 
of Lakenheath,” he shared. 

While in England, Jeremy 
and Stephanie’s second child, 
Troy, was born. You can gather 
how many times the family was 
making their way around the 
globe. Jeremy explained that 
he was gone a lot and it was 
starting to take a toll on his 
family life. After accomplishing 
his goal of flying fighter planes, 
an opportunity presented itself 
when the U-2 program reached 
out to him. Soon after, he was 
hired and a part of that elite 
U-2 community based out of 
Beale AFB, California. 

The U-2, nicknamed “Drag-
on Lady” is a high-altitude re-
connaissance aircraft operated 
by only a select few. This is 
truly an elite club in which Jer-
emy was a part of, flying opera-
tionally for about 12 months. 
He flew out of Osan Air Base in 
South Korea and United Arab 
Emirates Al Dhafra, support-
ing combat operations. While 
in the middle east, Jeremy 
was supporting troops on the 
ground with signals intelli-
gence and imagery intelligence, 
etc. While in South Korea, he 
was doing what’s called SRO – 
Sensitive Reconnaissance Op-
erations, which are generally 
directed by the United States 
Secretary of Defense.

It was this experience with-
in U-2 program that brought 
Jeremy even further in his 
career – to the Pentagon. His 
biography says it best: August 
2012-July 2015, U-2 Program 
Element Monitor, Headquar-
ters Air Force, Pentagon, Vir-
ginia.

If you want to see a long list 
of incredible accomplishments, 
take a look at that professional 
biography, which includes an-
other position at the Pentagon 
in 2018/2019 as Chief, Joint 
Readiness Division, Headquar-
ter Air Force, Pentagon, Wash-
ington D.C. 

With many moves, titles 
and assignments under his 
belt, the Verbouts made an-
other move overseas in 2016 
to Cyprus where Jeremy was 
Commander, 1st Expedition-
ary Reconnaissance Squadron.

While there, Jeremy com-
manded 138 people, a number 
of airplanes and a 45 million 
dollar operation, all the while 
flying 17,000 hours over two 
years and negotiating/sign-

ing the first ever international 
agreement. This was the best 
experience out of his entire 20 
years, according to him. 

After Cyprus, Jeremy went 
back to the Pentagon for a year 
doing Air Force readiness and 
working with leaders in prepa-
ration for another war. He was 
also hired to go work at DAR-
GA in the DC area where he 
was a deputy program manag-
er for experimentation, work-
ing classified programs for the 
Department of Defense. 

It was all of this (and MUCH 
more) that brought him up to 
20 years of service. Lt. Col. Jer-
emy “SEAL” Verbout (SEAL 
is his call sign. All fighter pi-
lots earn one, usually by do-
ing something stupid. SEAL 
stands for “shoots early, aborts 
late”) decided it was time to 
move home and retire from 
the United States Air Force, 
which was effective November 
1st, 2020. With the option to 
go to another commander posi-
tion and be promoted, Jeremy 
decided to pursue retirement. 
“We would have had to move 
again and I’d know exactly 
what my career would look 
like,” he explained. With mov-
ing about every 1.5 years thus 
far, the Verbouts wanted to 
call Minnesota home. 

Jeremy and Stephanie have 
three kids. Erika is 14, Troy is 
11 and Samantha is 8. With 
years of living all over the 
globe, the family has settled 
down in the White Bear Lake 
area and are all feeling thrilled 
to be back home in Minnesota, 
closer to family!

Jeremy has visions that 
include starting his own com-
panies and a potential run for 
political office – national or 
executives within the state of 
Minnesota. He says, “I’m inter-
ested in helping Minnesota. I 
love the population here. This 
state has hard-working, honest 
and good people. I came back 
to help the state and repre-
sent those people amongst so 
much divisiveness and a lack 
of honor and respect.” When 
asked to provide advice for 
dreamers like his younger self, 
he stated, “People give up on 
their dreams entirely too early. 
Come up with logical steps to 
get there. We live in the freest, 
most prosperous country in 
the world – we have limitless 
opportunities. Nothing holds 
people back but their personal 
mind set.”

Let’s take a look at some of 
the items on Jeremy’s profes-
sional biography.

MAJOR AWARDS AND 
DECORATIONS

Meritorious Service Medal 
with four oak leaf clusters

Air Medal with five oak leaf 
clusters

Aerial Achievement Medal 
with one oak leaf cluster

Air Force Commendation 
Medal with oak leaf cluster 

Air Force Achievement 
Medal with oak leaf cluster

Afghanistan Campaign 

Medal
Global War on Terrorism 

Expeditionary Medal
Global War on Terrorism 

Service Medal
Nuclear Deterrence Opera-

tions Service Medal
Also included on bio:
Lt. Col. Jeremy D. Verbout 

retired from the United States 
Air Force as the Deputy Pro-
gram Manager for Experimen-
tation at the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency 
(DARPA), Adaptive Capa-
bilities Office, Alexandria Vir-
ginia. He supported DAPRA’s 
Assault Breaker II program 
development of an all-domain, 
multi-level security, construc-
tive, virtual and live joint ex-
perimentation environment 
within the Vanguard Force De-
vOps Environment in San Di-
ego, California.  Additionally, 
he was the Joint All-Domain 
Command and Control liaison 
to the Department of Defense 
coordinating Assault Breaker 
II programs efforts and tech-
nologies with Joint partners.

Colonel Verbout entered Air 
Force as a graduate of the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and is 
a graduate of Undergraduate 
Navigator Training and Un-
dergraduate Pilot Training. He 
served as a Training Officer, 
Tactics Officer, Chief of Mo-
bility, Deputy Chief Wing In-
spections, Squadron Director 
of Staff, U-2 Program Element 
Monitor, and Squadron Direc-
tor of Operations.  He complet-
ed his Commander assignment 
at the 1st Expeditionary Recon-
naissance Squadron (aka Proj-
ect Olive Harvest), Royal Air 
Force (RAF) Akrotiri, Cyprus. 
Prior to his position at DAR-
PA, Colonel Verbout served 
as the Chief, Joint Readiness 
Division, Director of Training 
and Readiness, Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Operations, Head-
quarters Air Force, Pentagon. 

Colonel Verbout is a Naviga-
tor and Senior Pilot with more 
than 3,100 flight hours and 
830 combat hours in the T-43, 
RC-135U/S/W, T-37, T-38A/C, 
F-15E, and U-2S. He has flown 
combat missions in Operations 
Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Free-
dom, and Inherent Resolve and 
Secretary of Defense directed 
Sensitive Reconnaissance Op-
erations mission globally.

The following is part of what 
Melissa Gould, Jeremy’s sister, 
shared in honor of his recent 
retirement:

“Jeremy has always been an 
excellent example of a true pa-
triot. He has immense respect 
and love for God, country, and 
human rights and dignity. 
Whenever you ask Jeremy 
about how he feels about our 
country, military, and service 
men and women you can see 
pride and emotion in his eyes 
immediately.”

Thank you for your service 
to our country, Jeremy, and 
Happy Veterans Day. Taken from the program at his retirement ceremony, 

you can see how decorated Lt. Col. Jeremy “SEAL” Verbout 
truly is!




