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In this issue ... Flu Clinic dates for the Grygla and Goodridge communities.
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Thank you to the Grygla 
Eagle for the recent publica-
tion of interviews for the School 
Board candidates that will be 
on the upcoming November 
ballot. It was informative and 
provided valuable information 
as to who is truly invested in 
our school, community and stu-
dents. It also clearly identified 
who is seeking candidacy in an 
attempt to target the current 
administration.  

We find it very disrespect-
ful and disheartening to read 
and hear about the malicious 
attacks on the current admin-
istration and school board that 
is fed and supported by one sit-
ting board member, a current 
staff member and a handful of 
community members. Not only 
are these attacks a false repre-
sentation but they also attack 
the integrity of all past board 
members, staff, and adminis-
tration, including those who 
fought so hard to establish the 
school district as we know it 
today. There has never been a 
“good old boys club” and there 
never will be. These false ac-
cusations of frivolous spending, 
lack of long term planning and 
“yes men” are absurd. The fact 
alone that a small community 
like Grygla can still support a 
K-12 school proves these inac-
curate. The board has never 
been secretive or deceptive to 
our taxpayers. All board meet-
ings are open to the public, with 
the exception of negotiations, 
and when major decisions are 
on the table, community input 
is relied upon and received 
openly. It is the board’s job to 
have the qualified administra-
tion and staff in place to carry 
on the daily duties required to 
ensure that all our students re-
ceive the education and support 
that they deserve. It is NOT the 
boards job to micro manage just 
as it is with any other organi-
zation governed by a board of 
directors.  A board of directors 
approves budgets, policies and 
provides guidance and over-
sight. 

There are standards for 
which are expected of a school 
board member. Those are avail-
able for review on www.mnms-
ba.org and we strongly suggest 
that they be read and followed. 
When you are in an elected po-
sition, such as the school board, 
you represent the interests of 
not only the community, but 
the entire school district. Say-
ing you don’t care about public 
perception or backlash clearly 
indicates you are not willing 
to listen and work as a team 
member. Seeking election is not 
a personal quest, as one person 
cannot bully their way in as 
an attempt to drive changes. 
Collaborative discussion and 
shared thoughts is what makes 
a truly successful board.

The countless hours that 
every employee at the Grygla 
School District dedicates to 
provide our students the foun-
dation to succeed should be ap-
plauded and not insulted on the 
book of face. The responsibili-
ties that have been cast upon 
the school administration and 
staff during this COVID pan-
demic in order to keep provid-
ing our children with an educa-
tion is enormous. To have every 
ounce of that effort undermined 
by gossip for personal gain is 
shameful. 

We strongly suggest you do 
some research on the auditing 
process required by EVERY 
school board and the guidelines 
established by the Department 
of Education that must be fol-
lowed. Governance and abiding 
by set rules are key to keeping 
the district open and viable. 
Blatant disregard for those 
rules is unacceptable. 

Several references have 
been made about transparency 
and fiscal responsibility. Trans-
parency is guided by the prin-
ciples of honesty, integrity and 
ethics. If you plan on “bringing 
to the table” transparency, then 
you need to show that transpar-
ency in your own personal af-
fairs. If you plan on demanding 
fiscal responsibility, then you 
need to demonstrate your own 
fiscal responsibility in your own 
personal affairs. 

Once you run for an elected 
position you open yourself up to 
personal scrutiny and you are 
held to a higher level of integ-
rity. As a voter, make sure your 
candidate is worthy of your 
trust and that you are not fol-
lowing the wrong path.

Sincerely,
Bruce Lunsetter, Lifelong 

resident of Gatzke, Taxpayer, 
Parent of 4 GHS Graduates, 
Former School Board Member

Justin Lunsetter, Lifelong 
resident of Gatzke, Taxpayer, 
GHS Graduate

Nicolette Nieman, 28 year 
resident of Grygla, Taxpayer, 
Parent of 3 GHS Gradutes, For-
mer School Board Member

Gary Polansky, Lifelong 
resident of Gatzke, Taxpayer, 
GHS Graduate, Parent of 5 
GHS Graduates, Former School 
Board Member

Lowell Smeby, Lifelong 
resident of Grygla, Taxpayer, 
Parent of 2 GHS Graduates, 
Grandfather to current student, 
Former School Board Member

Brady Swanson, GHS 
Graduate, Former substitute 
teacher

Lisa Newton Swanson, 
Lifelong resident of Grygla, 
Taxpayer, GHS Graduate, Par-
ent of a GHS Graduate

Karina Tinnes, Former 
resident of Grygla (22 years), 
Former School Board Member

 w LETTER TO THE EDITOR

At the end of last week polit-
ical signs were taken from the 
six mile corner and all the way 
to Grygla. That in itself is not 
right, but along with this peo-
ple went right into my parents’ 
and sister’s yards and took 
flags off their flagpoles. This 
means there were trespassers 
within 15-25 feet of their front 
doors. 

Disagreement with political 
views doesn’t give permission 
to violate the law. This incident 
has left my parents scared of 
what else someone might come 
in to their home and do. They 
are in their 80’s and have lived 
on that corner 60 and 73 years 
each. During that time they 
have helped many neighbors 
and strangers in need. They 

do not deserve this treatment! 
I have been proud to be from 
the Grygla community. This is 
a sad reflection on a beautiful 
small town area.

Feel free to support what-
ever candidate you choose, but 
respect the right of others to 
do the same. Our democracy 
is dependent on people calmly 
and fairly debating issues. We 
all should be able to voice our 
opinion without reprisals. To 
intimidate those who disagree 
with you is to deny the very ba-
sics of our rights as a citizen. 
Put up signs and campaign for 
those you support, but allow 
others to do the same.

Jodie Olson (Daughter of 
Duane and Janet Lian), Thief 
River Falls, MN

 w LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“It was a great win to begin 
the football season. Our kids 
came out to play in all facets 
of the game,” commented Head 
Coach John Wilebski. 

He added, “Assistant Coach-
es Gast and Grandstrand did a 
great job of preparing and im-
plementing the game plan. We 
controlled the game offensively 
on the ground. Ball possession 
was significant in the win. De-
fensively, the Chargers made 
two key stops midway through 
the game to stymy the Drakes 
come back. 

Individually, I could name 
pretty much every player who 
played well. A few players that 
really stood out were Levi Kie-
sow and Jared Haack. Gabe 
Arveson, Reece Sundberg, Tre 
Aleten and Jordan Coan all 
played phenomenal on the line 
of scrimmage. In the backfield, 
Riley Manderud and Matt 
Busse played well. Andrew 
Loken stood out on both sides 
of the ball at linebacker and 
full back. This week we face a 
tough rival, Kittson County, 
in Lancaster Friday afternoon. 
We will have to be focused and 
will need four strong quar-
ters of football to defeat the 
Bearcats on the road.”

Stats per Coach Wilebski:
GG: 7 6 6 13=32
BD: 0 0 0 8=8
Andrew Loken 17 yard TD 

run, Manderud kick good
Manderud 2yard Td run, 

run failed
Levi Kiesow 36 yard TD run, 

pass failed
Matt Busse 37 yard run, 

Manderud kick good
Andrew Loken 1 yard TD 

run, kick no good
BD Leo Kingbird 32 yard TD 

pass from Bilinski, Merril run 
good.

GG offense passing Riley 
Manderud 1 for 2 5 yards Rec 
Kiesow 1 for 5yards

Rushing: Andrew Loken 17 
carries for 141 yards 2 Td’s

Matt Busse 10 /78 1 TD
Riley Manderud 7/22 1TD
Lewis Jones 6/31
Levi Kiesow 3/44 1 TD
Nolan Anderson 4/29 
Blake Rychlock 4/1
Kaylor Torgerson 2/1
Sheldin Sundberg 1/5
Defense tackles:
Levi Kiesow 5 tackles, An-

drew Loken 4 tackles, Gabe 
Arveson 4 tackles, Jordan 
Coan 4 tackles, Nolan Ander-
son 1 INT, Lewis Jones forced 
fumble, Elliot Philipp fumble 
recovery

This week’s FB schedule:
Wednesday’s practice will 

be in Grygla after school. 
Thursday’s practice will also 
be in Grygla – time TBD. Fri-
day brings the game against 
KCC in Lancaster at 3:30pm. 

The bus will be leaving Go-
odridge at 11:30am and Grygla 
at 12pm. This game will also 
be broadcast on TRF Radio - 
KKDQ.

Spectator rules for Char-
ger football games

By attending these event 
you are acknowledging that 
you are aware of all these rules 
and consent to following them.  

• We are conducting these 
events following and enforcing 
all guidelines from the Min-
nesota Department of Health 
and the Minnesota State High 
School League.

• If you are experiencing 
COVID-19 related symptoms, 
have been diagnosed with CO-
VID-19, or have been a close 
contact of someone who tested 
positive for COVID-19 within 
the last 14 days you should not 
attend the event under any cir-
cumstances. 

• Spectators are limited to 
250 persons. It is first come 
first served, with encourage-
ment for parents/guardians 
and family members to arrive 
early.  

• Admission is $5 for Adults, 
$3 for kids, and $2 for Senior 
Citizens. Please have exact dol-
lar amounts available. We also 
accept checks made out to the 
school. Spectators will be given 
a ticket upon admission. Please 
keep this ticket as proof that 

you have been included in the 
250 person capacity.  

• Spectators must practice 
social distancing (6’ of space 
away from non-family groups).

• There will be no bleachers 
or seating available. Fans may 
bring their own chair. Most 
people just stand and watch 
the game or sit in their vehicles 
and watch the game.  

• Children under the age 
18 will not be allowed to at-
tend the event without parent/
guardian present.

• Children under 18 also 
must stay with their parents/
family group while at the game 
at all times. They will not be al-
lowed to play football or catch 
on the sidelines.

• We encourage fans to 
watch the game from their ve-
hicle if possible. We will allow 
parking around the field in 
non-blocked off areas.  

• Home Fans should stay on 
their side of the football field.

• Visiting Fans should stay 
on their side of the football 
field.

• The main concession stand 
will not be open.  

• If you have any questions 
please call the Goodridge Pub-
lic School and speak with Ath-
letic Director Tom Loberg@ 
218-378-4134.

GG over Blackduck, 32-8
Grygla Junior, Andrew Loken, runs one of his touchdowns in last Friday afternoon! Head Coach Wilebski said Loken 

stood out on both sides of the ball in the game against Blackduck. More photos of the game are on the back page. 
Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

The first volleyball game of 
the season had the Chargers 
traveling to Warren last Thurs-
day. Game results: Varsity 
won, JV won, C won, 7-8 Blue 
won, 7-8 Gold lost

Varsity Stats:
Chloe Kuznia: 4 aces, 5 digs, 

28 assists, 3 kills; Caitlyn Ja-
cobson: 5 aces, 4 digs, 10 kills, 2 
blocks; Vivian Coan: 7 digs, 10 

kills, 1 block; Madi Paulson: 1 
dig, 4 kills, 1 block; Madi Cul-
len: 1 ace, 12 digs, 3 assists; 
Hailey Knutson: 3 aces, 3 digs, 
1 block; Sadie Anderson: 3 kills; 
Mya Anderson: 1 ace

Coach Brenna Dallager com-
mented, “The girls have been 
working really hard in practice 
all summer and the last few 
weeks, it was nice to see every-

one show up and compete. They 
all played great, and it was a 
lot of fun for me as a coach to 
get to see them compete again 
after having such a long time 
off and they were having a lot 
of fun out there together. We 
still have a few small things to 
fix, but I think it’s going to be a 
fun season!”

Head Coach Kate Tharal-

adson said, “I agree. This year 
the team really meshes well to-
gether and I think a lot of that 
comes from the 5 seniors. They 
are really setting a great ex-
ample of showing what it looks 
like to have that drive to com-
pete but also have fun with it.”

MSHSL has updated their 
rules to include spectators at 
the volleyball games. However, 

each player is limited to 2 at-
tendees within their family.

This week’s VB schedule:
The only game this week is 

on the home court in Grygla on 
Tuesday, October 13th vs. War-
road. Results will be shared in 
next week’s paper. 

On Wednesday, Junior High 
will practice in Grygla after 
school; JV/V will practice in 

Goodridge. For Thursday, Ju-
nior High will practice in Gry-
gla from 4-6:15pm with JV/V in 
Goodridge at that same time. 
Busses will leave each school at 
3:30pm. Friday’s practice will 
be in the morning with Junior 
High in Grygla from 7-9:30am 
and JV/V in Goodridge at that 
same time. Busses will leave 
the each school at 6:30am. 

Chargers volleyball successful in Warren
Charger volleyball fans tuned into the first game of the season via Facebook Live. You can see at this point, 72 people 

were logged on watching the Varsity team take on WAO for the victory! More photos of the game are on the back page. 
This photo is a screenshot by Grygla Eagle Newspaper
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Flu Clinic 
scheduled

North Valley Public Health 
will hold a Flu Clinic at the 
Grygla Community Center 
on Wednesday, October 14th, 
from 9-11am. 

The cost is $30. Insurances 
that can be billed by North Val-
ley Health Center are Medicare 
& Medicaid. 

Altru Health is offering a 
Flu Shot Clinic in Goodridge on 
Wednesday, October 21st. Staff 
and students will be offered 
this at school from 8am-12pm 
in the library. Forms will be 
sent home with students. Stu-
dents must bring a copy of their 
insurance card, as well.  

The community is welcome 
to a drive-thru clinic, which 
will be set up by the Communi-
ty Center east door from 12:45-
2:45pm. Community members 
will have to fill out the form 
and bring insurance informa-
tion, as well. 

Goodridge Flu Shot Clinic

 w CHURCH CALENDARS
St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship in 

church

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sunday:
9:30am Worship w/ 11am 
Facebook Live Broadcast

LIBERTY CHAPEL
Grygla

Congregation-Led
Calendar/information not 

available at this time.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Wednesdays
5pm Wed. School

Saturdays
9am Worship at Mt. Olive

Sundays
St. Petri: 8am Worship, 

9:15am SS
OP: 8:30am SS, 9:45am Wor-

ship
Nazareth: 10am SS, 11am 

Worship

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
8:30am Worship with 9:45am 

SS.

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Ken Bowman
Wednesday, October 14

6:30pm Confirmation for 7/8 
grade students.

Sunday, October 18
Grace: Worship at 9am, No SS 

OS: 9:30am SS with 
10:30am Worship.

Masks and social distancing 
are required, following CDC 
guidelines.

 Pastor Ken’s service will 
continue to air on GV channel 
36 at 9am Sunday and 7pm 
Sunday, as well as be posted on 
the Grace Lutheran website. 

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp

Wednesday, October 14
6:30pm Worship at Faith, 

7:30pm Grade 7 Confirmation
Sunday, October 18

8:30am Worship at Bethany, 
10:30am Faith Formation

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday:
St. Clement’s: 10:15am Wor-

ship in church

grygla.govoffice2.com

City of Grygla
Minutes/Agendas avail.

CFAP Food 
Boxes, 
coming 
October 24

Written and submitted by 
Cheryl Sistad

We have been notified that 
we will again receive CFAP 
(Covid Food Assistance Pro-
gram) Boxes in October. They 
will be distributed on Satur-
day, October 24, 2020 and the 
truck should arrive between 
10:30 and 11:00 AM. We will 
again be handing out the boxes 
from Saurdiff’s truck garage 
(230 East Park Drive) and we 
are asking everyone to line up 
on the north side of the garage 
ready for the drive-through 
distribution. From Highway 
89, turn on 6th Avenue by Yo-
Hawns, then turn left (east) on 
Woodrow to get in line. Please 
stay in your vehicle and you 
will be directed through the 
parking lot as soon as the de-
livery truck has finished un-
loading the boxes.

This time the make-up of 
the boxes is different as each 
box should contain potatoes, 
apples, onions, cheese, yogurt, 
milk, hot dogs and diced chick-
en/pork.

The boxes are FREE and 
available to EVERYONE! This 
includes the surrounding area, 
not just residents of Grygla. 

There is nothing to sign or 
no paperwork to fill out. Just 

Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

        Discommode                                   \Dis-kuh-mohd\

Verb - used with object

To cause inconvenience to; disturb, trouble or bother.

CFAP Food Boxes...
Continued on back

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com
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BANK NAME

Save Time And Money 
With Remote

Deposit Capture

      emote Deposit Capture allows your
business to scan customers' checks
and electronically transmit the images
to our bank for deposit.

Remote Deposit Capture is quick,
easy and saves a trip to the bank.
Call us today and find out more about
the advantages of this convenient
service.

R

On a F�st Name Basis
BANKING
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Listen Live!Listen Live!
KKDQ/KTRF

Chargers Football 
vs. KCC in Lancaster

 

G30C (SWAP)

Legal Notice
The Annual Meeting of North-
west Community Action, Inc. 
will be held Thursday, Octo-
ber 22, 2020, at 4:00pm in 
the Badger Office.  G30C

G
43C

-eow

Monson Electric
Services, Inc.

Grygla, MN

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial and
Farm Wiring - Underground

Trenching

Brad Monson • 294-6349

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

G46TFC

Paid for by Beltrami County Republicans and not authorized 
by any candidate or candidate’s committee

WORKING TO KEEP 
PROMISES MADE

President 
Donald Trump

Jason Lewis
U.S. Senate

Michelle Fischbach
7th Congressional District

Paul Utke
Senate District 2

Matt Grossell
MN House of Representatives

Make Make 
America America 

Great!Great!

R30,33,36,37,40,41MNA

4all30MNA

G30P
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Only in Minnesota: a weekly feature in the Eagle

 w GRYGLA LIBRARY LINK

 w SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Northern Lights fishing report
Written by Ben Kucera
This past week’s report: mix 

of weather as the last nice days 
are behind us. This week, the 
goal was ducks Thursday, and 
geese through the weekend. 
Thursday I headed out west 
to hunt with a coworker that 
had finally found a few ducks. 
The morning opened up with 
5 nice mallards dropping in 
to the decoys and shots rang 
out harmlessly, barely wing-
ing down one. The rest of the 
day we watched a lot of swans 
and other birds fly around. We 
wound up with 11 ducks. 

Friday morning came and 
I was on a solo mission for 
geese. I watched hundreds of 
cranes pour into the neighbor-
ing field and finally my turn 
came. A flock of 30 geese start-
ed to work my spread with the 
furthest one landing 20 yards 
from me. I took my time look-
ing to see if any were banded, 
and then a pair started to land 
in. I took the pair down, swing-
ing one of the geese, only to re-
alize I had only put 2 shells in. 
Another pair was in. I took one, 
ending my mission and setting 
my sights on the field loaded 
with cranes. 

Saturday came and, again, 
I was alone. The cranes were 
flying, but did what they do 
best - flying aimlessly around, 
not sure where they wanted 
to go. After a while, the geese 
started to fly. A 3 pack worked 
and in 1,2,3 fashion, they were 
all taken down. My waterfowl 
adventures have been great on 
geese but just a lack of ducks. 

The woods, on the other 
hand, are starting to look good 
for grouse hunters to enjoy. 

The fishing report on Lake 
of the Woods has been intermit-
tent this week. The high winds 
made it hard to fish, but if you 
could get out, the fishing was 
good. The usual areas I like to 
talk about; the blinker, sand 
bar, and swift are still produc-
ing. The main baits are still jig 
and minnow or pulling cranks. 
The fish are still mainly in 
that 10’-16’ area. Elm point 
area has been alright up shal-
lower, 8’-15’. Longpoint area is 
starting to pick up around the 
shoreline and Twin in that 15’-
25’. Reports on the Rainy is the 
shiners are running hard and 
the walleye and big pike are 
chasing. Find a school of bait 
and fish the edge of it with a jig 
and shiner. 

I am back into the swing of 
things and making some ice 
rods and have been busy with 
tungsten jigs. If you are want-
ing to try something different 
get a hold of me and I can get a 
new ice rod built before ice fish-
ing season is here.

Ben Kucera is the owner 
and creator of Northern Lights 
Tackle & Custom Rods. He is 
also a Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Deputy residing in Grygla 
with his wife and children. Ben 
is an avid fisherman who will 
be writing and submitting a 
fishing report weekly. You can 
follow his Facebook page at 
Northern Lights Tackle and/or 
contact him at 218-684-0588.

Written and made by Kari 
Sundberg, Eagle Editor

Fried Mashed Potato 
Balls

Believe me, life would be 
easier if we didn’t have carbs, 
right? But because we have 
them, let’s do them right. (Cor-
rection: life wouldn’t be easier 
because we NEED carbs. This 
is true, yes. Maybe I should 
have said “our pants would fit 
better without carbs.” Let’s go 
with that, instead.)

Anyway. This recipe is for 
fried mashed potato balls. 
There’s not much one can do 
with leftover mashed potatoes, 
but now we know they can turn 
into something magical. 

Personally, I can’t think of 
anything better dipped in some 
sour cream, but that could be 
the carbs talkin’.

INGREDIENTS
3 c. leftover mashed pota-

toes
3 slices bacon, cooked and 

crumbled
2/3 c. shredded cheddar 

cheese
2 tbsp. thinly sliced chives
1/2 tsp. garlic powder
Salt & Pepper
2 eggs, beaten
1 1/3 c. panko bread crumbs
Vegetable oil, for frying
DIRECTIONS
In a large bowl, combine 

mashed potatoes with cooked 
bacon, cheddar, chives, and 
garlic powder, and season with 
salt and pepper. Stir until all 
ingredients are incorporated.

Place eggs and panko in 
separate shallow bowls. Use a 
small cookie scoop to scoop 1” 
to 2” balls of mashed potato 
mixture. Roll into a ball in your 
hands, then dredge first in egg 
and then in panko. Repeat until 
all mashed potatoes are used. 

Heat 3” of oil in a large cast 
iron skillet until candy ther-
mometer reads 375°. Fry potato 
balls in batches until golden on 
all sides, 2 to 3 minutes. Drain 
on a paper towel lined plate. 
Serve plain or with a side of 
sour cream.

Wildfire 
risk 
increases 
across 
Minnesota

Dry weather and drought 
across Minnesota have created 
conditions favorable for wild-
fires this fall.

The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources urges 
homeowners, woodland own-
ers, farmers and outdoor recre-
ationists to monitor statewide 
fire danger and current burn-
ing restrictions, which can fluc-
tuate quickly this time of year.

“Don’t fall for the trap that 
cooler weather cancels fire dan-
ger,” said Casey McCoy, DNR 
wildfire prevention supervi-
sor. “October is historically 
one of Minnesota’s most active 
wildfire months.” Following a 
hard frost, plants stop taking 
in moisture and begin drying, 
creating more available fuel for 
a wildfire, McCoy said.

Wildfire risk has increased 
in southwestern and north-
eastern Minnesota – areas 
that experienced below-normal 
rainfall this summer and are 
in a moderate drought. Red 
Flag conditions are possible 
this weekend in the southwest. 
Fire danger is also high in the 
northwest. Additional factors 
that can quickly fan fall fire 
flames include low relative hu-
midity and warm, breezy days.

Homeowners and woodland 
owners working outdoors are 
Wildfire risks...

Continued on back

Extreme Sandbox – as seen on the TV show Shark Tank
Have the experience of a lifetime in this Extreme Sandbox, lo-

cated in Hastings, MN. Heavy Equipment Adventures is a compa-
ny that lets clients play on construction equipment. Yes, they let 
people drive a 26 ton excavator or bulldozer for FUN! They focus 
on giving their clients a truly unique, once in a lifetime, bucket 
list experience. With focus on safety, clients are provided with op-
portunities that go way beyond just operating the sandbox toys. 
There is also the option to crush a perfectly good car OR sign up 
for dueling events with a friend.

Young and old, men and women, individuals and corporate 
groups all have a blast living out their childhood dreams in this 
extreme sandbox. 

About Extreme Sandbox:
Extreme Sandbox is a family owned and operated business, 

started in 2012. The founder, Randy Stenger, is a family man with 
3 young boys. Many years ago while driving by a construction site 
one of his boys stated, “Dad, wouldn’t it be fun to go play on those 
trucks”. And from there an idea was born! Contrary from what 
most people would think, Randy had no background in construc-
tion or operating ANY heavy equipment (unless a lawn mower 
counts). Randy was a corporate guy who daydreamed about play-
ing on these big toys, so after the idea came from his kids he de-
cided to make it a reality. From there, years of work went in to 
locating the best site in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area and then 
working with the local municipalities to obtain the proper site ap-
provals.

Extreme Sandbox officially opened in early 2012 at their origi-
nal site in Hastings, Minnesota. On their website, they said, “We 
strongly support the local community and have had the opportuni-
ty to be advocates for the construction industry; helping local high 
schools provide tours and camps for teens exploring the construc-

tion industry careers. As much fun as this equipment is to oper-
ate, we think our customers ultimately walk away with a greater 
appreciation for the industry that keeps our economy growing.” 

As the business has grown over the past few years, so has their 
team, equipment fleet, and facilities. 

In the winter of 2014, the first facility was built at the original 
Hastings, MN, location. This gave much needed equipment stor-
age but also provided the company with a state of the art execu-
tive conference room and space to accommodate social gatherings 
and corporate team building events. They now have a four season 
facility that can host groups of 5 to over 100. Group events have 
become one of the fastest growing parts to the business.

After perfecting the “Sandbox Concept” over the first 3 years 
of business, the owners decided it was time to expand the concept 
nationally. The Minnesota company made an appearance on the 
TV show “Shark Tank” in January 2016. Since then, they have 
seen tremendous growth and actually opened a 2nd location at 
Tanglewood Resort in Pottsboro, TX, in April, 2016. That site has 
since been relocated from Pottsboro to Sachse to be closer to the 
Dallas market. Extreme Sandbox continues to look for new loca-
tions across the country. Lastly, the business has secured an offi-
cial equipment sponsorship with Komatsu America, representing 
their brand with state of the art Komatsu equipment. “Komatsu 
shares in our passion in bringing the construction experience to 
the general public, and more importantly they have been crucial 
in helping us engage students and show them the career potential 
in the construction industry,” an official press release stated.

The Extreme Sandbox is open year-round by reservation only. 
To find out more about the package options, visit extremesand-
box.com/packages. The cost ranges from $195-$895 depending on 
what equipment you’re looking to operate. 

All photos taken from the Extreme Sandbox Website. 
The photo on the right is from when the Minnesota Com-
pany appeared on the TV Show “Shark Tank.”

Written by Kari Sundberg, 
Grygla Librarian

This week’s book sugges-
tion is called “The Searcher” by 
Tana French. Reviews literally 
everywhere are giving this grit-
ty, western-influenced thriller 
5 stars. 

A quick summary says: Cal 
Hooper thought a fixer-upper 
in a bucolic Irish village would 
be the perfect escape. After 
twenty-five years in the Chi-
cago police force and a bruising 

divorce, he just wants to build a 
new life in a pretty spot with a 
good pub where nothing much 
happens. But when a local kid 
whose brother has gone miss-
ing arm-twists him into inves-
tigating, Cal uncovers layers 
of darkness beneath his pic-
turesque retreat, and starts to 
realize that even small towns 
shelter dangerous secrets.

I plan to read this novel 
that’s trending with book clubs 
everywhere. How ‘bout you?
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come and pick up your boxes. 
If you are unable to come at the 
scheduled time, you may have 
a friend or neighbor pick up 
your box for you.

Note: The Grygla-Gatzke 
Food Shelf will be open dur-
ing our normal time – Satur-
day October 24th from 8:00 to 
10:30 at our location at Motel 
89.

Disclaimer: We have been 
told that the boxes will contain 
a letter from the White House 
signed by President Trump 

urging everyone to wash 
hands, maintain social dis-
tancing and they will support 
the recovery. Including these 
letters is not the position of the 
Grygla-Gatzke Food Shelf as 
we remain politically neutral 
with our clients and the food 
shelf is open to all.

If anyone is willing to help 
hand out the boxes, please let 
Joni Anderson or Cheryl Sis-
tad know. We can always use 
your volunteer services!

CFAP Food Boxes...
Continued from page 2

often tempted to burn leaves 
and piles of woody debris, but 
McCoy encourages alterna-
tives.

“Composting or hauling 
brush to a collection site are 
the best options,” McCoy said. 
“Fall colors shouldn’t include a 
wildfire’s burnt orange.”

If considering an open burn, 
obtain a burning permit and 
always check the fire danger.

Fall harvest and hunting 

seasons also bring inherent fire 
risks. Heat and sparks from 
farm implements and heavy 
equipment can be fire-starting 
sources, as can escaped camp-
fires in the woods and vehicles 
parked over tall grass.

For information and daily 
updates on current fire risk 
and open burning restrictions, 
visit the DNR website: mndnr.
gov/burnrestrictions.

Wildfire risks...
Continued from page 3

Bode completes the 
MASMS Facility 
Manager Certification 

The MASMS Certification 
Program was developed to 
provide a knowledge base for 
Building and Ground/Facility 
Leaders to provide safe and 
healthful educational facilities 
in the State of Minnesota.

To obtain certification, an 
applicant must complete 52 
hours of MASMS Certifica-
tion Curriculum. The required 

curriculum is divided into five 
modules: Boot Camp, CPS Cer-
tification, Health and Safety, 
Finance and electives. The 
program provides knowledge, 
inspiration & achievement.

Congratulations to Russel 
Bode on achieving the MASMS 
Certification. He is the 
Grounds-Maintenance Super-
visor at the Goodridge School.

The Minnesota Educa-
tional Facilities Management 
Professionals (also known as 
MASMS) is a professional or-
ganization committed to pro-
moting excellence in the op-
eration and care of educational 
facilities. It is a group of over 
700 individuals in the areas 
of facilities/grounds/health & 
safety/operations for Minneso-
ta K-12 and Higher Education 
organizations. It is a member-
oriented, problem solving, pro-
fessional group committed to 
facilities management.

With the great fall weather we’ve been having, a few Grygla friends got together last Saturday and took a hayride to 
Fourtown and back. ‘Tis the season! Gretchen Smeby hooked up this old tractor and trailer and drove the crew down 
some country back roads. For all you tractor enthusiasts, Smeby said this is an Allis Chalmers WD 1949. Her Great 
Grandpa, Jim Teigland, bought it new in 1949 from the Henry Holte Implement in Grygla. Photo courtesy of Gretchen 
Smeby

Fall is for good ol’ fashioned hay rides

Charger action shots from last week

#12 Riley Manderud with the pass as #99 Gabe Arveson keeps the Drakes at an arm’s length away! Photo courtesy of 
Jennifer Arveson

#70 Jared Haack kicks for the Chargers. Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

#8 Matt Busse, Goodridge Sophomore, had one touchdown in last Friday’s first football game. The Chargers defeated 
the Blackduck Drakes 32-8. Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

The Charger Volleyball photos aren’t the best from their first game as no fans were allowed to watch so they are 
screen grabs via the Facebook Live broadcast. But that all changes this week, as it was announced volleyball will be 
open for home spectators only. Each player will be allowed 2 spectators. Athletes with blended families will be allowed 
up to 4 spectators to accommodate for both sets of parent(s). If a parent is not able to make it, close family members like 
siblings/grandparents may attend. Spectators are asked to please respect the 2 person limit/4 person limit per athlete. 
Spectators may only watch their own athletes game and exit the building immediately afterwards. Masks are also man-
datory for all family members in attendance. 

Pictured above is the C team defeating the WAO Ponies.  Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Brooklyn Kriel with the pass for the Charger’s 8th grade team.  Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Gabe Arveson with the take down. Photo by Grygla Ea-
gle Newspaper

Chargers Varsity team as Coach Brenna Dallager looks 
on. Photo by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Chargers C team pictured above. Photo by Grygla Eagle 
Newspaper


