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A look at next week... Local high school athletes are presented with awards at the Chargers Fall Sports Athletic Banquet.

Today
Fog                

H 32       L 14

Thurs
Partly Cloudy
H 21      L 10

Fri
Partly Cloudy
 H 23        L 16

Sat
Mostly Sunny
 H 33       L 18

Sun
Mostly Sunny
 H 29       L 16

The Iron Chargers 4149C 
& 4149G teams attended their 
first VEX Robotics Competition 
of the year in Albany, MN last 
weekend and have never had 
such a successful competition! 
Their list of achievements in-
cluded: Tournament Champi-
ons, Design Award, Excellence 
Award, highest programming 
skills score in the state, high-
est robot skills score in the 
state and the highest score in a 
match in the state! FUN FACT: 
The club’s “autonomous skills” 
score is #1 in the state and #25 
in the WORLD, which is ranked 
out of thousands of teams!

For those who couldn’t be 
in attendance in Albany, club 
advisor, Isaac Kvasager, kept 
friends, family and community 
members updated on the match 
via Facebook and a live stream 
online. He said, “I’m quite 
proud of the teams. They have 
put in many hours to achieve 
what they did today.”

Twenty-seven teams were 
at the event and competed in a 
challenge called ‘Nothing But 
Net’, which consists of the ro-
bots shooting balls into high 
and low goals. After a suc-
cessful day, both Iron Charger 
teams are now qualified for the 
State Competition in late Janu-
ary.

Congratulations to the older 
team, 4149C, who were the 
tournament champions and 
also the recipients of the Ex-
cellence Award, which is the 
highest award given. This is 
the third year in a row that the 
Iron Chargers have received 
this award! Team 4149C also 
obtained the highest tourna-
ment score in the state! Team 
members and jobs are: McKay-
la Vad (Design Notebook/CAD), 
Dustin Nelson (Builder/Driv-
er), Kelly Dougherty (Program-
mer/Builder), and Trystan Jelle 
(Builder and updates website, 
Facebook, Twitter, etc.).

The younger team, 4149G, 
lost to the older team in the 
semi-finals, but they won the 
design award, which is the sec-
ond highest award! Both teams 
advanced to the semi-finals 
the day of the competition, but 
beings they were in the same 
bracket, only one team could 
advance. Team members and 
jobs are: Hudson McMillin 
(Builder), Chris Lutrell (Build-
er), Jake Ahlbeck (Builder), Lu-
cian Tinnes (Builder/Driver), 
Julianne Nordby (Programmer/
CAD/Design Notebook), and 
Elise Monson (Builder/Backup 
Programmer).

The next VEX Robotics Com-
petition will be held in Bemidji 
at BSU on Saturday, Decem-
ber 5th, at 10am. Friends and 
family are welcome to support 
the team in person; otherwise 
the competition will be live 
streamed online.

Iron Chargers compete in most 
successful VEX Robotics Competition yet 

Team 4149C were named ‘Tournament Champions’ at their robotics competition 
in Albany last weekend. Team members, L-R, are McKayla Vad, Dustin Nelson, Kelly 
Dougherty and Trystan Jelle.

The Iron Chargers Robotics Club, back row, L-R: Hudson McMillin, Chris Lutrell, 
Dustin Nelson, Jake Ahlbeck, Lucian Tinnes. Front row, L-R: McKayla Vad, Trystan Jelle, 
Kelly Dougherty and Julianne Nordby. Not pictured: Elise Monson

The Fourtown/Grygla 
Sportsman’s Club held their 
Fall Raffle Drawing last Sat-
urday evening in Fourtown. 
Raffle proceeds go to the club’s 
donations through the year, in-
cluding scholarships provided 
to area schools.

1st place: Weatherby Van-

guard .270 cal. - Bill Grogg, St. 
Paul

2nd place: Savage Stainless 
.17 cal. Bolt - Ben Kvasager, 
Plummer

3rd place: Remington 870 
Express 12 ga. - Jesse Newton, 
Grygla

4th place: Ruger 10/22- Eli 

Osturg, Buffalo
5th place: CVA .50 cal. Black 

Powder - Gary Mintz, TRF
6th place: $100 - Roger 

Coan, Goodridge
7th place: $100 - Biff of Biff’s 

Kitchen, TRF

Fourtown/Grygla Sportsman’s Club Fall Raffle winners

Nathan Rittenour and his wife, Starla, with workers in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo on April 13, 2014.

Grygla native, Nathan Rittenour, develops 
new water well hand pump to be used in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo

The following article was published in the 
November 2015 issue of the Water Well Jour-
nal. Water Well Journal is a monthly trade pub-
lication that goes to more than 24,000 readers 
in the United States and overseas that covers 
topics such as drilling techniques, geothermal 
systems, pumping systems, well maintenance, 
water quality and treatment and more. The No-
vember issue of Water Well Journal always fo-
cuses on global water.  

Mike Price, Information Products Editor at 
the National Ground Water Association, wrote a 
story for the WWJ November issue, titled ‘Sus-
taining the Future: Organizations work to en-
sure water well hand pumps continue to operate 
after installation in developing nations.’ As part 
of that feature, he included a piece on Grygla 
native, Nathan Rittenour, titled ‘Struggles with 
Installation Lead to Development of New Water 
Well Hand Pump’. 

The story below is being reprinted with per-
mission from the National Ground Water Asso-
ciation. ©2015

Struggles with Installation Lead to De-
velopment of New Water Well Hand Pump

Nathan Rittenour’s growing frustrations 
with installing hand pumps in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo spurred him to action.

The director of development for Congo Front-
line Missions believed a better alternative could 
be created – prompting him to design his own 
hydraulic hand pump with the help of two en-
gineers and a machinist. In testing, the hand 
pump has pumped more than 150,000 gallons of 
groundwater with more than one million hand 
strokes without any major breakdown.

“My original plan was to produce the pump 

for my own use, but after seeing the poor qual-
ity of pumps in use in other countries, I want to 
make my pump available for sale for worldwide 
use,” says the 34-year old Rittenour who lives in 
Kasson, Minnesota.

The pump’s key component is its bladder de-
sign. Being hydraulic, Rittenour eliminated the 
need for the drop rod that goes to the bottom 
of the well. This and other moving components 
have been removed, eliminating potential prob-
lems, according to Rittenour.

Here is how the pump works: As the handle 
is pushed down, water is pushed into the blad-
der, expanding it. You can think of this bladder 
like a balloon. The bladder is inside of the lower 
main water cylinder. As the bladder expands, 
the water is pushed out of the cylinder into the 
output line, and thus out of the pump spout. As 
the handle is raised, the bladder shrinks and 
water is drawn into the cylinder, and the pro-
cess is repeated. The cylinder has two valves, 
one at the top and bottom, and an expanding 
bladder inside of it.

Rittenour has drilled 38 water wells since 
February 2010 in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) with a Little Beaver LS200H 
portable rig with an 11 hp hydraulic unit, 11 hp 
mud pump, and 5-foot drill stem. The average 
depth of the 38 wells is 125 feet. The drilling 
formation is sand, gravel or shale.

His experience installing hand pumps in-
cludes the Afridev and India Mark III models, 
both manufactured in India for export to Africa. 
He found the DRC government-installed U2/U3 

Once again, the Marshall 
County Social Services is spon-
soring the ‘Sharing Tree’ proj-
ect. This is an opportunity for 

the people of Marshall County 
to show their love and gener-
osity by purchasing a gift for a 
child in need. 

Ten trees were set up in the 
county last week, with orna-
ments on them representing 
a child in need of a Christmas 
gift. American State Bank of 
Grygla is one of the ten loca-
tions that a ‘Sharing Tree’ is 
set up.

If you would like to help 
by purchasing a gift, stop at 
American State Bank and 
choose an ornament. You will 
sign up with a bank employee 
and be given details regarding 
the child’s size and/or wish list. 
Purchase a gift in the amount 
of $10-$20 and bring the un-
wrapped gift back to the bank 
before the December 2nd dead-
line. 

The Grygla/Gatzke Jaycee’s 
help by volunteering their time 
wrapping gifts and getting 
them ready for Marshall Coun-
ty Social Services to deliver.

Please consider being a part 
of this successful project and 
help make a different in the 
lives of area youth this holiday 
season.

‘Tis the Season of Giving

ASB Employees - Kim Schulz and Julie Sparby

Rittenour...
Continued on page 2
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Community
Education

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Vicki Saude-
Worthington

Wednesday, Nov. 25:
6pm Choir, 7pm Grace 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Sunday:

Grace: 10:30am Worship, 9:15 
SS

Our Savior’s: 9am Worship, 
10am SS

GATZKE-THIEF LAKE
LUTHERAN PARISH

United – Gatzke; Our Sav-
ior’s – Thief Lake

Pastor Craig Bowyer
Wednesday, Nov. 25:

Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 
United 7pm

Sunday:
United: 11am Worship, 

10:15am SS
Our Savior’s: 9am Worship, 

10am SS.

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith
Pastor Robert W. Dahlen

Wednesday, Nov. 25:
Thanksgiving Eve Services at 

St. Ann’s 7pm
Sunday:

Faith: 8:30am Worship, 
9:45am SS

Bethany: 9:45am Worship, 
10:30am SS

Ekelund: 11am Worship, 
9:45am SS

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday:
St. Clement’s: 11:45am Wor-

ship
St. Ann’s: 10am Worship.

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Blaine MacNeil

Sunday:
8am Worship, No SS

COMMUNITY BIBLE 
CHURCH

Christian & Missionary Al-
liance of Grygla

Pastor TBA
Sunday:

9:30am Worship, 11am SS and 
Adult Bible Class.

Wednesdays: 
7pm Bible Study and Prayer.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth
Wednesday, Nov. 25:

Thanksgiving Eve Services at 
Mt. Olive 5pm, Oak Park 7pm

Thursday, Nov. 26:
Thanksgiving Services at St. 
Petri 8am, Nazareth 9:30am

Saturday:
Mt. Olive 9am Worship, 

10:15am SS/Confirmation
Sunday:

St. Petri: 8am Worship, 
9:15am SS

Nazareth: 9:45am Worship, 
8:30am SS

Oak Park: 11am Worship, 
9:45am SS.

LIBERTY CHAPEL
Grygla

Fellowship of Christian As-
semblies
Sunday:

9:30am Worship.
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Rittenour...
Continued from front

Modified Deep Well pumps – 
similar to India Mark models 
– to be well designed but poorly 
manufactured. This led most to 
last only three to nine months 
on average unless the manu-
facturing defects were correct-
ed and the pump was properly 
installed. 

He also had fits working 
with the Afridev polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC) pipe due to the bell 
end being manufactured too 
large – so the riser pipe on the 
pump leaked, forcing him to 
heat the pipe and re-bell it to 
fit properly. The machining of 
the pipe threads with the India 
Mark style pumps also gave 
Rittenour headaches. He had 
to cut of the ends and rethread 
them by hand and replace the 
couplings with new ones pur-
chased in the United States.

“I feel like I shouldn’t have 

to be remanufacturing in the 
bush when all I have are lim-
ited supplies, Rittenour says.

This led him Rittenour to 
dedicate his time to developing 
his own pump last year when he 
returned to the United States. 
His goal is is to guarantee the 
pump for three years without 
maintenance. Rittenour is also 
working on designing a frost-
free option hand pump so it can 
operate in colder regions.

Congo Frontline Missions, 
a manufacturer member of the 
National Ground Water Associ-
ation, is exhibiting at the 2015 
NGWA Groundwater Expo and 
Annual Meeting, December 15-
17 in Las Vegas, Nevada. A de-
velopmental pump model will 
be on display at the Expo.

To learn more about Congo 
Frontline Missions, visit www.
congofrontlinemissions.org.

Rittenour’s hydraulic hand pump has pumped more 
than 150,000 gallons of groundwater with more than one 
million hand strokes without any major breakdown in 
testing. Photos courtesy of Congo Frontline Missions.

Congo Frontline Missions drills with a Little Beaver LS200H portable rig in Obilo, a 
village in the Democratic Republic of the Congo in June 2012. The drilling formation was 
sand. Photo courtesy of Congo Frontline Missions.

Hello Wonderful Readers 
and a Happy Thanksgiving 
to you! Sure hope you enjoy 
turkey day with your friends 
and family! I know this time 
of the year is very busy, but 
maybe you can sneak in a little 
reading time, too. Remember, 
since you’re likely spending 
time with some children this 
Thanksgiving, it’s a good time 
to read to them. It’s a great 
bonding experience and some-
thing they’ll treasure long after 
it’s over.

NEWS FLASH! Please note 
that we will NOT be open the 
day before Thanksgiving as 
originally planned! Unfor-
tunately the library is short 
staffed that week so they don’t 
have an extra sub to send up 
here. I hope this doesn’t mess 
up anyone’s plans too serious-
ly. I’m guessing you might all 
be pretty busy that day any-
way so you won’t miss me too 
much! (Smile!) Anyway, as far 
as I know we should be here all 
the Wednesdays in December, 
so we’ll get back on track next 
month! I’m looking forward to 
seeing you then.

I just want to let you know 
that things got a little mixed 
up here with the Veterans Day 
holiday this month so we’re a 
little behind. We didn’t get our 
monthly delivery last week as 
we normally do and now we 
won’t get it until the first week 
in December, but I promise you 
it will be on the shelves then. 
You’ll have lots of new items 
to look through that week, so 
please come and visit us. (I 
miss you when you don’t come!) 
The new items will have red 
“NOV” stickers on the bindings 
so you’ll know which ones they 
are.

Maybe today I’ll let you 
know about some brand new 
items we got in this past week. 
They haven’t even been used 
yet! (Smile!) We received the 
movie JURASSIC WORLD, 
but I see that already has a 
hold on it so good luck chasing 
that one down. We can always 
put a hold on it for you if you 
would like.

For adults we got in Lynda 
Byler’s new book, MARY’S 
CHRISTMAS GOODBYE. It 
says it’s an Amish romance. We 
also got in AVENUE OF MYS-
TERIES by John Irving. The 
book takes place in Mexico and 
the Philippines and is about 
what happens when the title 
character’s past collides with 
his future.

For children we received 
another Mo Willems, Elephant 
and Piggie book called I REAL-
LY LIKE SLOP! The other new 
book on our shelf, for children 
is called THE BEAR REPORT 
and is by Thyra Heder. The 
story is about what can happen 
if your homework comes alive! 
I think it’s a pretty neat book! 
(Smile)

This week, my book sug-
gestion for the week is a book 
I just finished reading. It’s a 
book from the Kay Scarpetta 
series by Patricia Cornwell 
called FLESH AND BLOOD. 
It’s a continuation of her Scar-
petta series and is another good 
mystery book that keeps you 
guessing about what will hap-
pen next. Kay Scarpetta is a fo-
rensic investigator who usually 
somehow manages to be part of 
whatever she’s investigating. 
The book will keep you on your 
toes.

Well Dear Readers, again I 
wish you a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing. I will miss you this week, 
but sure hope to see you next 
week and the week after and 
the week after and … (Smile!) 
Be sure to take a break during 
the holiday with a good book. It 
can help keep the tension down! 
(Smile!) And read to those little 
darlings in your life. Have a 
safe and very happy week. Un-
til then …

Grygla Gatzke residents are 
gearing up for a community 
blood drive to help prevent pos-
sible blood shortages over the 
winter. To make sure there’s 
a dependable blood supply lo-
cally, the Grygla Lion’s Club 
has scheduled a community 
blood drive for next  Wednes-
day, December 2nd, from 
11am-5:30pm at the Grygla 

Community Blood Drive set for next week
Community Center. For an ap-
pointment contact: Ralph at 
294-6177, Sheldon at 294-6176, 

Mildred at 459-3436 or Na-
dine at 459-3315 or go to www.
bloodhero.com.

Wed | Nov 25
 Senior Meals at Grain 

Bin Café 11am; Grygla 
Library closed

Thurs | Nov 26
Happy Thanksgiving; No 

School; Grygla Eagle office 
closed

Fri | Nov 27
No School; Senior Meals 

at Grain Bin Café 11am

Sat | Nov 28
No Elementary Basket-

ball practice

Sun | Nov 29

Mon | Nov 30
Senior Meals at Grain 

Bin Café 11am; BBB vs. 
Sacred Heart in Goodridge

Tues | Dec 1
BBB & GBB Double 

Header in Grygla against 
Stephen/Argyle

Community 
Calendar

Holiday Crafts
Instructors: Hazel Thomas, 

Amy Holte and Tami Irlbeck
Your choice of three crafts: 

denim Christmas stockings, 
tree Christmas card holder or 
lighted Christmas garland. 
Choose 1 or more! Bring a pair 
of jeans to cut up for the denim 
stockings.

Cost: $3.00/denim stockings, 
$12.00/tree card holder, $20.00/
lighted garland.

The class will be held on De-
cember 10th from 6-9pm. Reg-
istration is due by December 
3rd. Class will be held in the 
Grygla School FACS room.

Christmas Baking 
Made Easy

Instructor: Kandy Sundberg
No shopping or searching 

for recipes! Make, bake and 
take your goodies home. Bring 
containers to hold 8-10 dozen 
cookies. Don’t need that many 
treats? Bring a friend and split 
the cookies and the cost!

Cost: $30.00
The class will be held on De-

cember 16th from 6-9pm. Reg-
istration is due by December 
9th. Class will be held in the 
Grygla School FACS room.

Make checks payable to 
Grygla School. Fees may be 
paid the night of the class.

See the school website for 
updated Community Ed info: 
www.grygla.k12.mn.us or call 
218-294-6155 or email aholte@
grygla.k12.mn.us.

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

G
35

C

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com

Chargers BASKETBALL KKDQ/
KTRF

G
35C

 (S
W

A
P

)

~ Listen Live on TRF Radio ~
GG Chargers BBB vs/EGF Sacred Heart in 

Goodridge ... MONDAY, NOV. 30
GG Chargers BBB/GBB Double Header vs. 

SAC in Grygla ... TUESDAY, DEC. 1

Christmas Party at Diamond’s 
for all paid up members and spouses on 

DECEMBER 19TH. 
If interested in going, please let Thelma know by  

December 1st so they will know how much 
food to order.

Thelma Thomas, Pres., 218-294-6386       G35C

NOTICE 
DATE

CHANGE

HELP WANTED: 
OFFICE SUPPORT SPECIALIST

Duties include:  Assist director, p rovide support to staff, 
communicate with general public, and community agencies, 
w o r k  w i t h  s p e c i a l i z e d  s o f t w a r e ,  c o m p u t e r  a n d 
writing skills are essential. Salary Range $14.61-19.83/hour. 
Will require passing Minnesota Merit System test. Contact Lisa 
at Marshall County Social Services, 218-745-5124 i f  y o u 
h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  F o r  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  go on 
line to http://agency.governmentjobs.com/mnmeritsystem/default.
cfm. Marshall County is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Deadline to 
apply is 11/25/15.                                         G33-35C

HELP WANTED: 
CHILD SUPPORT OFFICER

Position responsibilities include: ability to establish and en-
force child support orders of both public/non-public assistance 
clients; locate absent parents; interview parents; initiate legal 
action, work closely with county attorney, social service staff 
and courts, testify in court proceedings and maintain organize 
legal documents.  Computer skills, relating to people, and 
writing skills are essential.  Salary range 18.36 to 25.52/hour 
depending on past child support experience.  Will require 
passing Minnesota Merit System test. Contact Lisa at Mar-
shall County Social Services, 218-745-5124 i f  y o u  h a v e 
a n y  q u e s t i o n s .  For an application,  go on line at http://
agency.governmentjobs.com/mnmeritsystem/default.cfm. Mar-
shall  County  is  an Equal   Opportunity   Employer.   Deadline to 
apply is   11/25/15.                                                            G33-35C

Goodridge 
Public School

Position Open: Route Bus 
Driver. For information and 
application, contact Tim An-
derson, transportation su-
pervisor, Goodridge Public 
School, PO Box 195, Good- 
ridge, MN 56725. Phone: 
218-378-4133, email: tim .an-
derson@goodridgeisd561.
org. Open until filled. G33-36C
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 w EXTENSION NEWS
By: James Stordahl

A Note from Principal Lunsetter’s Desk

“Life can only be understood 
backwards; but it must be 

lived forwards.” 

~ Soren Kierkegaard 

If we only got this from the beginning. The things that 
are the most important throughout life are usually not rec-
ognized until the end. If we could live each day with the pas-
sion, zeal and priorities that we all hopefully have on our 
last day, life would be so much more rewarding. We would 
have so few regrets, and the people that we love would have 
no questions about how we felt about them.  

Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

Penurious                                              \puh-NOO R-ee-uhs\

Adjective
Extremely stingy; destitute; indigent.

 w SIMPLY DELICIOUS

 w WHAT A JOKE

Cranberry, the Thanks-
giving Fruit

I’m not sure if Thanksgiv-
ing has an official fruit, but if it 
did, it would likely be the cran-
berry. This indigenous colorful 
fruit has graced the holiday 
dinner table as a tangy condi-
ment, perhaps since the very 
first Thanksgiving.

Cranberries are a unique 
fruit. They can grow and sur-
vive only under a very special 
combination of factors. These 
factors include acid peat soil, 
an adequate fresh water sup-
ply, and a growing season that 
extends from April to Novem-
ber. Cranberries grow on low-
lying vines in beds layered 
with sand, peat, gravel and 
clay. These beds are commonly 
known as bogs or marshes and 
were originally created by gla-
cial deposits. Commercial bogs 
use a system of wetlands, up-
lands, ditches, flumes, ponds 
and other water bodies that 
provide a natural habitat for a 
variety of plant and animal life.

There are two basic types of 
cranberries grown. The North 
American cranberry, Vac-
cinium macrocarpon, is the 
standard for fresh cranberries 
and the cranberry juice cock-
tail. The European variety, 
which is grown in parts of cen-
tral Europe, Finland and Ger-
many, is known as Vaccinium 
oxycoccus. The European type 
is smaller fruit with anthocy-
anin pigment profiles similar 
to that of the North American 
variety. The European variety, 
however, has a different acid 
profile in terms of the percent-
ages of quinic, malic and citric 
acid levels present. In Europe, 
this fruit is commonly known 
as lingonberry or English moss-
berry.

Lingonberries are a com-
mon Scandinavian condiment 
served as a sauce, jam or jelly. 
Lingonberry, though closely re-
lated to the cranberry, grows 
quite differently. These fruits 
are produced on low-growing 
evergreen shrubs throughout 
Scandinavia’s alpine forests. 
The tart red berries are much 
smaller and juicier than their 
cousin the cranberry. Indeed, 
Lingonberry jelly is always a 
special treat in our home.

Cranberry is grown much 
differently from most other 
crops. Considered a Native 
American wetland fruit, it 
grows on trailing vines like a 
strawberry. The vines thrive on 
the special combination of soils 
and water properties found in 
wetlands. Cranberries grow in 
beds layered with sand, peat 
and gravel. These beds are 

commonly known as bogs or 
marshes and were originally 
formed as a result of glacial de-
posits.

Once the bed is prepared for 
planting, cranberry cuttings 
are spread on the sand at the 
rate of about two tons of vines 
per acre. After the vines are 
spread, they are pushed into 
the sand with a straight dull 
disk. The bed surface is then 
firmed with a cultipacker. The 
vines are then sprinkle-irrigat-
ed two or three times per day 
for several weeks. Within a 
few weeks the cuttings produce 
roots and new vine growth be-
gins. It takes about four years 
to produce a good crop of fruit 
from a new bed, and up to six 
years before a new bed is in full 
production. Cranberry produc-
tion is a long-term, expensive 
investment.

The harvest method for 
cranberries varies according 
to how the fruit will be used. 
Fresh fruit are harvested with 
a picking machine. Such ma-
chines have tines that comb 
through the vines and catch the 
fruit that are then lifted onto a 
conveyor then into a bin. After 
harvest, fruit for fresh use is 
dried in boxes with slatted bot-
toms and stored in refrigerated 
buildings. Later fruit are sort-
ed and packaged for retail sale.

Fruit that is destined for 
processing into juice, sauce or 
sweetened dried cranberries 
is wet harvested. For wet har-
vesting, beds are flooded with 
eight to ten inches of water. A 
machine with a circular beater 
mounted on the front is driven 
through the bed to remove 
berries from the vines. Alter-
natively a “slipper” is drawn 
through a bed to remove fruit 
from the vines. The berries 
float to the water’s surface are 
corralled into a corner, and 
then conveyed or pumped out of 
the bed to a waiting truck and 
delivered to a processing plant.

As you enjoy your cranberry 
sauce this Thanksgiving, ap-
preciate the toil by cranberry 
farmers that provide this col-
orful fruit that has been a con-
stant at Thanksgiving meals 
since the Pilgrims first shared 
their bounty in 1621 with Wam-
panoag Indians in Plymouth, 
an event regarded as America’s 
“first Thanksgiving.”

Happy Thanksgiving, and 
remember to give thanks for 
all the blessings bestowed upon 
your family over this past year!

For more information, con-
tact me at 800-450-2465 or 
stordahl@umn.edu. Sources: 
The Cranberry Institute and 
History Channel.

Sweet Corn 
Spoonbread

Whether you’re hosting the 
Thanksgiving dinner or you’re 
invited somewhere, this is the 
dish to make. This is an easy 
and SIMPLY DELICIOUS 
Sweet Corn Spoonbread. It’s 
one of those dump/stir/pour 
recipes that we all love, but it 
tastes like so much more!

Serves: 6 to 8
Ingredients

1 (8.5-ounce) package JIFFY 
Corn Muffin Mix
1 (14.75-ounce) can cream style 
corn
1 (15-ounce) can whole kernel 
corn, drained
½ cup (1 stick) butter, melted
1 cup sour cream
3 eggs
½ teaspoon salt

Instructions
Preheat the oven to 375° 

and lightly grease a 2-quart 
casserole dish with nonstick 
cooking spray. In a large bowl, 
combine the ingredients and 
mix well. Pour the mixture into 
the casserole dish. Bake 35 to 
40 minutes, or until the spoon-
bread is set.

We all love Thanksgiving, 
but it often takes a sense of hu-
mor to get through it. Take a 
look at some of these jokes from 
the likes of some true comedi-
ans!

“You can tell you ate too 
much for Thanksgiving when 
you have to let your bathrobe 
out.” – Jay Leno

“Thanksgiving is an emo-
tional holiday. People travel 
thousands of miles to be with 
people they only see once a 
year. And then discover once a 
year is way too often. – Johnny 
Carson

“You know you’ve had a bad 
Thanksgiving when the meal 
was leftovers from last Thanks-
giving.” – David Letterman

“Thanksgiving is a magi-

cal time of year when fami-
lies across the country join 
together to raise America’s 
obesity statistics. Personally, I 
love Thanksgiving traditions: 
watching football, making 
pumpkin pie, and saying the 
magic phrase that sends your 
aunt storming out of the dining 
room to sit in her car.” – Ste-
phen Colbert

“This was a really big year 
for me. I got to go home for 
Thanksgiving and sit at the 
adults’ table. That’s ‘cause, you 
know, somebody had to die for 
me to move up a plate.” – Andre 
Kelley

“Thanksgiving, man. Not 
a good day to be my pants.” – 
Kevin James

 w DO IT YOURSELF
Because the tree was called 

‘The Thankful Tree’ and on 
it hung reminders of grateful 
hearts…

This simple and meaningful 
idea is the perfect centerpiece 
at your dining room table this 
Thanksgiving. It’s also a great 
tradition to start with your 
family - after all, ‘tis the season 
to GIVE THANKS!

Will you be building a 
Thankful Tree this season? 
What blessings will you and 
your loved ones be etching on 
the ornaments? Below are a 
couple of different ideas for you 
to work with. 

Idea 1: 

Sticks
Wooden Chalkboard Tags 
(make your own with wood slic-
es and chalk paint or buy them 
already made.)
Chalk
Scissors
Glass Jar
Assorted Nuts, for extra beauty
Burlap and/or Ribbon, for extra 
beauty

Idea 2:
Jar
Sticks
Scrapbook Paper
Hole Punch
Ribbons, for extra beauty

It’s that easy ~ take joy in 
giving thanks in all things.

Rep. Dan Fabian (R-Ro-
seau) and Rep. Deb Kiel (R-
Crookston) issued the follow-
ing statements in support of a 
letter sent by House Speaker 
Kurt Daudt (R-Crown) call-
ing on Minnesota Governor 
Mark Dayton to urge President 
Obama to suspend relocation 
efforts for Syrian refugees until 
the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security has completed 
a full review of security and 
screening procedures for refu-
gees entering the country.

 A copy of the letter is at-
tached.

“In the wake of recent ter-
rorist attacks around the 
world, it’s clear that the safety 
and well-being of Minneso-
tans must continue to be our 
first priority,” said Rep. Fa-
bian. “The federal government 
should suspend its relocation 
program until it can assure us 
it has done its due diligence 
to implement a program that 
screens out terrorists and those 
wishing to enter the country to 
do us harm.”

“The crisis in Syria is truly 
heartbreaking, and I know 
Minnesotans are sending their 

USDA Minnesota Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) Acting 
Executive Director, Jane Ray 
announced that approximately 
92,000 Minnesota farms who 
enrolled in the new safety-net 
programs established by the 
2014 Farm Bill will soon begin 
receiving financial assistance 
for the 2014 crop year. The 
programs, known as Agricul-
ture Risk Coverage (ARC) and 
Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are 
designed to protect against un-
expected drops in crop prices or 
revenues due to market down-
turns.  

“These new safety-net pro-
grams provide help when price 
and revenues fall below normal, 
unlike the previous direct pay-
ments program that provided 
funds even in good years,” said 
SED Ray. “For example, 87 
counties in Minnesota harvest 

corn and soybeans. For corn 
and soybean producers, the av-
erage price for the market year 
was higher than the historical 
benchmark established by the 
programs, so financial assis-
tance did not occur.”

Similarly, the county-based 
option of ARC protects against 
lower revenue from a combina-
tion of price and yield.

 “Payments by county can 
vary because average county 
yields will differ,” said Ray.  

 Statewide, 92,100 farms 
participated in ARC-County 
and 1880 farms participated in 
PLC. More details on the price 
and yield information used to 
calculate the financing assis-
tance from the safety-net pro-
grams is available on the FSA 
website at www.fsa.usda.gov/
arc-plc and www.fsa.usda.gov/
mn.

USDA issues safety-net 
payments to Minnesota 
farmers facing market 
downturn

Representatives 
Fabian and Kiel push 
for better screening 
of refugees to protect 
Minnesota families

The regular meeting of the 
Grygla City Council was held 
on Monday, November 9th, at 
7pm. The agenda included the 
approval of the October 12th 
meeting minutes, which are 
included below for your refer-
ence. Official minutes are tak-
en by Rose Aune, City Clerk, 
and recapped by Eagle editor. 
For a full version, visit www.
grygla.govoffice2.com 

Grygla City Council 
approves Oct. Mins.

The October Council meet-
ing was held on the 12th with 
the following council mem-
bers present: Mayor Richard 
Mosher, Gavin Nordby, Robert 
Thompson. Absent: Lindsay 
Oslund, Dave Dunrud. Also 
present was Rose Aune.

The following agenda items 
City Council Mins..

Continued on page 4

Below: Goodridge Elementary Students of the Quarter, 
L-R: Katelyn Colden, Paige Nelson, Shay Jacobson, Noelle 
Merrill, Mylee Sjulestad and Libby Erickson. Not Pictured: 
Hunter Kiesow

Most Improved Student of the Quarter (Goodridge 
Elementary): Lilly Ann Smith and Dominic Wilson

Goodridge High School Students of the Quarter: Mataya 
Sargent and Justin Anderson

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128 

Oklee • 218-796-5177  

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Johnson Funeral 
Service, Inc.

thoughts and prayers on be-
half of the innocent families 
and refugees caught up in this 
crisis,” said Rep. Kiel. “How-
ever, keeping Americans safe 
is the government’s main con-
cern always, and in light of the 
most recent terrorist attack in 
France, we must ensure that 
the screening process for refu-
gees is adequate and thorough.”

In 2015, Representatives 
Fabian and Kiel, along with 
other House Republicans, 
championed an initiative to 
help the Department of Public 
Safety combat the recruitment 
of Minnesotans by terrorist or-
ganizations like ISIS.
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City Council Mins.
were approved at the start of 
the meeting: previous month’s 
minutes, receipts & disburse-
ments and payment of all bills 
presented on the claims list.

Other items included:
Water Tower Inspection
Rocky got a proposal from 

TMI Coating for the water 
tower; it was quite a bit higher 
than what council was expect-
ing and will continue looking.

Lift Station Repairs
Rocky suggested that the 

council budget $7,500 for Lift 
Station repairs for 2016.

Community Center
Nothing new on the grant 

yet. Eagle office to be renovated 
this winter.

Grygla Seed/New Lots
Waiting for the bill from 

Marshall County on the cul-
verts before the deed can be 
worked on with Grygla Seed. 
Tony Nordby will do some mea-
suring for the lots when he’s in 
the area.

Safe Routes to School 

Instructions from Grygla El-
ementary Second Graders, writ-
ten in their own words.

Harlie Hagen
First, Put the turkey in 

the oven. Next, Shut the 
oven door. Then, Turn the 
oven on. Next, Put it on a 
plate. Finally, Enjoy the 
turkey.
Raymond Moe

First, you butter it and 
salt it. Next you cook it. 
Then, you wait. Finally, you 
eat the Turkey and go and 
play.
Lucy Mickelson

First, you find a turkey. 
Next, put it in a pot. then, 
find some broth. Next put 
it in the oven. Then cook it 
for 35 minits. Finally take it 
out and eat it.

Jackson Bessler
You gut it first. You grab 

pop cans next. Then, You 
put it on a can holder. Next 
you put it in the oven. Fi-
nally, you tack it out of the 
oven. eat it the end.
Mollie Lunsetter

First you boil, next you 
put a turkey in a oven. Then 
you see if you take the tem-
perature. Finally you eat 
then you are giting full The 
end.
Seth Kaczor

First buy a turkey. Next 
get the bonse out then tie it 
up With string. Next put it 
in the oven. Then take it out 
and Finly eat it.
Robbie Mosher

First you Put The Food A 
Few minist. then get it out 
of The Stove. Next you Put 

butter on it. Finally you can 
eat it.
Jamie Dennis

First, I need to go buy a 
turkey from the Co-op Store 
in Grygla. Next, I will pre-
heat the oven and gather 
all of my ingredients. Then, 
I will stuff the turkey with 
all the good stuff and put it 
in the oven to cook. Finally, 
my family and I will eat my 
delicious turkey on Thanks-
giving Day.
Janessa Torgerson

First, you buy a Turkey. 
Next, you Take off the plas-
tic. Then, you put the turkey 
in the oven and close the 
door. Next, you take the tur-
key out of the oven and put 
the turkey on the tabbel. Fi-
nally, eat the turkey.

“How do you cook a turkey?” Grygla School celebrated 
American Education 

Week November 
16th-20th. 

What is American 
Education Week? 

A week that presents 
all Americans with a 

wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate public educa-

tion and honor individu-
als who are making a 
difference in ensuring 

that every child receives 
a quality education. 

Parents, grandparents 
and family members 
were invited to the 

school on Friday morn-
ing, November 20th, to 

join their little one in the 
classroom and were also 
invited to stay for lunch.

Angie Mickelson (with daughter, Chey) and Jamie Aune spent the morning with their 
kids in Ms. Walton’s third grade class. (Also pictured in the back is the Nordby family.)

Shane Torgerson spent some time with his son, Kaylor, in Mr. Gast’s fifth grade class 
last Friday morning in honor of American Education Week.

Grygla School celebrates 
American Education Week

Last Friday, November 
20th, was the first Chargers 
Boy’s Basketball game of the 
season. The team traveled to 
Greenbush to play the BGMR 
Gators. GG lost the game by 10 
points and Head Coach Mike 
Gast says, “We had too many 
turnovers. We ran into foul 
trouble and missed a lot of easy 
baskets. The kids played hard, 
though, and didn’t give up.” 

Moving forward with the sea-
son, he also added, “We need to 
be a bit more disciplined.”

Scoring: Dylan Walker 21, 
Ty Jelle 10, Blaine Kriel 10, 
Ben Groven 8, Benji Wilebski 
3, Hogan Lundeed 2, Jesse Wis-
eth 1.

Coming up on the Charger’s 
Basketball Schedule this week: 
Tuesday, November 21st, BBB 
in Fosston. Next week, the BBB 

team will host EGF-Sacred 
Heart in Goodridge on Monday, 
November 30th. On Tuesday, 
December 1st, there will be a 
GBB/BBB Double Header in 
Grygla against Stephen/Argyle. 
Another Double Header will be 
played on Thursday, December 
3rd, also in Grygla, where the 
Chargers will host Red Lake 
Falls. 

2015-16 Chargers Basketball 
season is underway

Goodridge ‘A’ Honor Roll
Bottom row, L-R: Madison Paulson, Ashlyn Henrickson, Shantel Horachek, Mercedes Coan, Amy Wiskow, Trinity 

Walseth and Madilyn Race. 2nd row: Benji Wilebski, Kristin Farris, Kayla Walseth, Alexis Kiesow, Blake Jensen, Jaclyn 
Zaviska, Mariah Coan. 3rd row: Brandon Stanley, Ben Groven, Dylan Manderud, Jordan Skibicki, Jordan Nelson, 
Jeremy Wiskow, Caleb Olson and Daylyn Kainz. Not pictured: Kansas Jensen

Grant
There were no bids received 

on September 23rd. The proj-
ect is put on hold until Spring.

Playground Equipment
Nothing new to report at 

this time.
Campsite Additional 

Hookups
Nothing new to report.
Airport
Nothing new to report on 

electrical hookups at the air-
port.

Radar Speed Limit Signs
There might be some fund-

ing through the county for this.
Veteran’s Memorial Lot
Mosher will talk with the 

Veterans to see what they 
want to do with the lot.

Lots East of Water Tower
The paperwork is done with 

Brian Rokke. When Farmer’s 
Union makes the payment, 
there is a $46 fee that needs to 
be paid at the Recorder’s office. 
That is the same for the lot the 
city sold to Richard Davenport. 
A motion was made/carried to 
pay the recording fee and deed 
tax for each sale.

FF Electric Pole
The Fall Fest Committee 

hasn’t met yet, so no discussion 
was done on this.

Revolving Loan
Council needs to meet with 

the businesses that have out-
standing revolving loans about 
getting them paid back.

Liability Waiver
Waiver form for liability 

coverage was approved.
Sewer Backup Resolu-

tion
Resolution for Sewer Back-

up Coverage approved.
Ship Grant
Oslund is working on a 

mini-grant for SHIP that is 
due Oct 16th. She’ll be apply-
ing for stuff to start a commu-
nity garden, or to get money to 
help with the park playground 
equipment.

Park Reservations
It is now set up on the city 

website for people to make 
campground reservations, 
along with payment. Reserva-
tions still will not be allowed 
during Fall Festival, but camp-
ers would be able to make their 
payment for that weekend on-
line.

Goodridge ‘B’ Honor Roll 
Bottom row, L-R: Hannah Dietsch, Shyann Harzke, Jordynn Johnsrud, Kayla Kiesow, Mataya Sargent, Nichole Arveson and Kaylee Amundson. 

2nd Row: Jordan Horachek, Marisa Newton, Nikkayla Foty, Zachary Marquis, Felix Jensen, Vivian Coan, Riley Manderud, Ian Haugen, Moses Jensen 
and Cynthia Sampson. 3rd Row: Logan Merrill, Preston Panek, Blake Nerhus, Blake Passa, Alec Kiesow, Brooke Anderson, Hogan Lundeen, Libby 
Johnson, Dylan Walker, Jacob Tharaldson, Kendra Jensen, Brandon Kostrzewski, Kaleb Sjulestad, Jesse Wiseth and Jordey Marquis. Not pictured: 
Kalie Konickson, Katerina Groven, Maloni Henrickson, Casey Solberg, Abby Brown, Donavin Hagen, Logan Knutson, Justice Rodriquez

Pictured left: Ava 
Sorvg, Grygla 

Elementary Third 
Grader, is pictured 
with her grandma, 

Nadine Wold.


