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Coming next week ... Read about the Eagle Editor’s cousin, who is currently biking all the way across the United States!

Today
Mostly Sunny
H 84     L 63

Thurs
Partly Cloudy 
H 86    L 60

Fri
Partly Cloudy
   H 80    L 57

Sat
Partly Cloudy
   H 78    L 57

Sun
Partly Cloudy
    H 78    L 54

Benville Township, in rural Grygla, is one of the few on-site voting townships around the area. With the Primary Elec-
tion held last week, the judges were at the township hall all day on Tuesday, August 11th. L-R: Shaunna Olson, Grygla; 
Kathy Norberg, Skime; Josh Karlstad, Grygla. Note: Election judges don’t have to reside in the township, but rather just 
be a Minnesota resident to serve as an Election Judge. 

Below: An Automark handicapped-accessible voting machine is available for anyone who needs it, otherwise indi-
viduals can just go into the designated booths. Benville Township is a central count precinct, so the judges need to drive 
the ballots to Bemidji at the end of the day, where all the counting is done there. Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

Submitted by Cheryl Sistad
There is a change of date for 

the delivery of the CFAP (Covid 
Food Assistance Program) box-
es coming to Grygla in August. 
They will be distributed on 
Wednesday, August 26, at 9:30 
AM. We will again be handing 
out the boxes from Saurdiff’s 
truck garage (230 East Park 
Drive) and we are asking ev-
eryone to line up on the north 
side of the garage ready for the 
drive-through distribution. 

From Highway 89, turn on 
6th Avenue by Yo-Hawn’s, then 
turn left (east) on Woodrow to 
get in line. Please stay in your 
vehicle and you will be directed 
through the parking lot as soon 
as the delivery truck has fin-
ished unloading the boxes.

So far, we are scheduled to 
receive 400 of the protein boxes, 
but only 100 of the dairy and 70 
of the produce boxes. Each car 
can receive three protein boxes 
and one each of the other two. 
They will be distributed on a 

first-come-first-served basis. 
The boxes are FREE and 

available to EVERYONE! This 
includes the surrounding area, 
not just residents of Grygla. 

There is nothing to sign or 
no paperwork to fill out. Just 
come and pick up your boxes. If 
you are unable to come at the 
scheduled time, you may have 
a friend or neighbor pick up 
your box for you.

Although the boxes are free, 
there is a delivery charge in-
volved for Grygla to be able to 
participate. The Grygla-Gatzke 
Food Shelf received a grant 
from Roseau Electric through 
their Operation Round-Up pro-
gram and a donation from the 
Soybean Growers to bring this 
program to the Grygla-Gatzke 
area.

If anyone is willing to help 
hand out the boxes, please let 
Joni Anderson or Cheryl Sistad 
know. We can always use your 
volunteer services!

CFAP food boxes – 
change of date

The Youth Firearm Safety 
course will be held Saturday, 
September 26th, at Grande 
Corner. The all-day range 
course begins at 9am where 
students will walk through dif-
ferent scenarios with firearm 
safety instructors.

Before stepping on the 
range, students must complete 
the online portion of the course, 
which can take up to 15 hours, 
so prepare accordingly. To get 
started with the program, stu-
dents can visit www.hunter-

course.com; choose your state, 
enter your DOB and it’s self-
explanatory from there. There 
is also a link on the MN DNR 
website. Students are asked to 
bring their online course com-
pletion certificate with them 
the day of the range course at 
Grande Corner.

For any questions, call Don-
ald Haack (294-6325) or Robert 
Paulson (378-4366).

Students must be at least 11 
years old to participate.

Youth Firearm 
Safety course

The Fourtown/Grygla Sportsman’s Club held an ATV 
ride last Saturday in honor of the club’s President Jack 
Nelson, who recently retired from Arctic Cat. Approxi-
mately 50 people took part in the ride, which included 
game stops at Blealy Grade, Dike Shelter, Linder Tower, 
Diamonds, Yo-Hawns, Fourtown, South Outlet/Knutson’s/
Brawley Grade. The entry fee to take part in the ride was 
$20 with the proceeds going to ALS Foundation in honor of 
Sheldon Peterson. A potluck picnic was held that evening 
at Grande Corner with the Sportsman’s Club providing all 
the brats and burgers. 

Below is one of the groups stopped at Linder Tower. 
Photos courtesy of Jeremy Haack and Gretchen Smeby

ATV ride held in 
honor of Jack NelsonThe August meeting of the City Council was held at the Gry-

gla Civic Building on Monday, August 10th. Council members 
approved the July minutes, which are included below. Official 
minutes are taken by Grygla City Clerk and recapped by Eagle 
Editor. For the full version, including receipts & disbursements, 
visit www.grygla.govoffice2.com 

July 13th Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Grygla City 
Council

The meeting was called to order, at 7pm by Mayor Mosher with 
the following council members present: Gavin Nordby, Dave Dun-
rud, Robert Thompson and Lindsay Oslund. Absent: None. Also 
present was Rose Aune.

Council approved minutes, along with receipts, disbursements, 
checking, savings & total balances for that month. The payment 
of all bills was also approved. Other items included:

CITY PICKUP
There were 2 bids for the1997 Ford F150 Regular cab, 8’ box, 

4.2 V6 manual transmission 4x4 pickup. Skyler Crowther bid 
$500 and Brent Welin bid $1,215. Council accepted the bid from 
Brent Welin for $1,215.

WATER SALESMAN (BULK WATER FILL STATION)
The access center for the fill station wasn’t set up for credit/

debit card use. It was going to be another $5,000 to have that set 
up. The council decided to just leave the same way for a while and 
see how it works without that option.

WATER TOWER 
Still having problems with getting the SAM # and eAuth for 

Mayor Mosher.
COMMUNITY CENTER
There have been some birds in the attic of the CC. Need to 

check with Lions about doing some renovations there.
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
There was nothing new to report at this time.
MARBEL HOMES
There was nothing new to report at this time.
LOT 7 BLOCK 1 PLANK ADDITION

Council approved to have the selling price for Lot 7 Block 1 of 
Plank Addition be $5,000, which includes the street assessments.  

WORK CONTRACTS
Work contracts will be tabled to August and have increases 

prorated back to July 1st at that time.
INFLOW & INFILTRATION PLAN
Council approved the Inflow & Infiltration Plan for the City.
VARIANCE ON FENCE
Council voted to allow Devin Ruud to have a variance to put up 

a fence for “Krystle’s Daycare” closer to the road than the allowed 
set back from the right of way.

LOT CLEAN UPS
Rose is to send notices to a few people to have their buildings 

& lots cleaned up.
FOOD VENDORS
Food vendors will be allowed to set up in town throughout the 

summer at no charge, since there won’t be a Fall Festival this 
year.

EXTRA MEETINGS
Pickup purchasing meeting with Mosher, Dunrud, Oslund & 

Thompson.
July 30th Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Grygla City 

Council
The special meeting of the City Council was held at the Grygla 

Civic Building at 9:00am. The meeting was called to order, at 9:00 
p.m. by Mayor Mosher with the following council members pres-
ent: Robert Thompson and Dave Dunrud. Absent: Lindsay Oslund 
& Gavin Nordby. Also present was Rose Aune.

CHARITABLE GAMBLING 
Discussion of premise permit for the Grygla Lions Club for con-

ducting lawful gambling at Diamonds. Clarification on the action 
taken on February 10th 2020. Motion made by Dunrud, and 2nd 
by Thompson, and passed to approve the Lions Club of Grygla to 
obtain a premise permit to conduct lawful gambling at Diamonds 
at 125 N Main Ave Grygla, MN, 56727.

Grygla City Council approves July Minutes

The Northwest Minnesota 
Arts Council is pleased to an-
nounce that the NW Annual 
Art Exhibit will be in Warren 
from August 12 to 26. The ex-
hibit will be at the Warren Rec-
reation Center at 120 E Bridge 
Ave (the large building south of 
the City Office and west of the 
WAO High School) and will be 
open for the public to view art 
on August 12, 13, 17, 19, 25, 26 
from 10am – 8pm. 

Note: On August 26, the 
exhibit closes early at 4:00 for 
the Artists’ Award Ceremony 
Reception.

The public is welcome and 
encouraged to visit the exhibit. 
We ask that you practice social 

distancing and wear a mask.
Fifty adult and forty stu-

dent artists from our 7 county 
service region (Kittson, Mar-
shall, Norman, Polk, Penning-
ton, Roseau and Red Lake 
Falls) have entered 150 pieces 
of art into this exhibit and will 
be competing for $2,300.00 
in cash awards. Exhibit cash 
award winners will be chosen 
while the exhibit is on display 
by a qualified juror. They will 
be recognized and receive their 
check at the close of the exhibit. 

Some of the artwork, in-
cluding sculpture, carvings, 
pottery, paintings, and photog-
raphy is for sale! Visit our web-
site for more information. 

Grygla artists participate in Northwest 
Minnesota Annual Art Exhibit in Warren
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 w CHURCH CALENDARS
church

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sundays:
9:30am Worship w/ 11am 
Facebook Live Broadcast

LIBERTY CHAPEL
Grygla

Congregation-Led
Calendar/information not 

available at this time.

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Saturday:
9am Worship at Mt. Olive

Sunday:
St. Petri: 8am Worship
OP: 9:45am Worship

Nazareth: 11am Worship

UNITED
LUTHERAN PARISH

Gatzke
8:30am Worship in church

Please email grygla.eagle@
gmail.com your latest 
church schedules and 
calendars. Thank you!

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Ken Bowman
Grace Lutheran has started 

having in-person worship. For 
the time being, Worship will 
be each Wednesday evening. 
During that time, Pastor Ken 
will be recording the video ser-
vice that will continue to air on 
GV channel 36 at 9am Sunday 
and 7pm Sunday, as well as be 
posted on the Grace Lutheran 
website. 

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp

Wednesday, August 19th
7pm Faith Worship – out-

door, bring a lawn chair
Sunday, August 23rd
8:30am Bethany with Com-

munion, 9:45am FB Live

THE CATHOLIC
COMMUNITIES OF

St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 
Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sundays:
St. Clement’s: 10:15am Wor-

ship in church
St. Ann’s: 12pm Worship in 

Northern Lights fishing report

Thief River Falls • 218-681-4331
Red Lake Falls • 218-253-2128

Oklee •218-796-5177 
www.johnsonfuneralservice.com

Funeral Pre-planning
Monuments

G46TFC

Written by Ben Kucera
Fishing this past week was 

slow and spotty. The wind 
played havoc and the talk 
around the lake was that when 
they could get out fishing you 
had to hunt for them and was 
more like fishing than catch-
ing like this past summer has 
been. 

They are still catching fish 
at whiskey, the blinker and the 
sandbar, but the fish have been 
scattered. Some were finding 
decent fishing off of south tip. 
Trolling a crank or a harness 
has still been producing the 
best but a lot of small fish with 
few keepers. Off of swift ditch 
was starting to produce more 
fish now in the 16’-18’ range, 
but don’t just do that - locate 
the fish. There are reports of 
them being caught in 6’ of wa-
ter, as well. 

Long Point is still the same. 
LEMs reef and the flats around 
it are producing some fish, but 
has slowed down; same way 
with the GAP. Use your elec-
tronics and find schools of bait 
or subtle changes in depth. 

Blackduck Lake is still 
slow with a few walleye being 
caught here and there. Some 
perch are still being caught but 
is slowing, as well. 

I am starting to gear up for 
the upcoming hard water sea-
son and can take a few custom 
orders. All my ice stuff will be 
released at the show on Octo-
ber 17. If the show is canceled, 
I will do it earlier. Right now I 
am also switching from fishing 
to waterfowl hunting, but will 
keep updates on Lake of the 
Woods.

Pictured is the new logo to 
be released that is also avail-
able in decals.

Ben Kucera is the owner 
and creator of Northern Lights 
Tackle & Custom Rods. He is 
also a Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Deputy residing in Grygla 
with his wife and children. Ben 
is an avid fisherman who will 
be writing and submitting a 
fishing report weekly. You can 
follow his Facebook page at 
Northern Lights Tackle and/or 
contact him at 218-684-0588.

The Grygla Student Council 
is hosting an upcoming Blood 
Drive at the Grygla Communi-
ty Center on August 25th from 

12:15-6pm. Please call Audrya 
Nelson at 218-689-4624 to sign 
up.

Upcoming Blood Drive
Food Shelf 
hours

A reminder that the Grygla/
Gatzke Food Shelf is open this 
Saturday, August 22nd, from 
8-10:30am.

North Valley Public Health 
will hold Foot Care and Blood 
Pressure Clinics on the follow-
ing dates:

Newfolden Community Cen-
ter: Tuesday, September 1, 
2020 at 9:00 a.m. Contact: Dar-
cy Hestekind at 218-874-2256

Warren Community Center: 
Thursday, September 3, 2020 
at 9:00 a.m. Contact: North 
Valley Public Health at 218-
745-5154

Argyle LAH/BNP in the 
mall: Tuesday, September 8, 
2020 at 9:00 a.m. Contact: Pen-
ny Korynta at 218-437-8431

Middle River Royal Manor 
Apts.: Monday, September 
21, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. Contact: 
LAH/BNP at 218-222-4466

Grygla Community Center: 
Thursday, September 24, 2020 

Footcare Clinics
at 9:00 a.m. Contact: North 
Valley Public Health at 218-
745-5154

Oslo Community Center: 
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 
at 9:00 a.m. Contact: North 
Valley Public Health at 218-
745-5154

- Free blood pressure checks 
upon request.

(218) 294-6111  •  TOLL FREE (877) 814-9937
FAX (218) 294-6239

In two 
locations

(218) 687-2865  •  TOLL FREE (800) 434-7721
FAX (218) 687-2328

201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com
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BANK NAME

We're A Leader In
Ag Lending

      hen you need to borrow for livestock,
feed, machinery, seed, fertilizer, or real
estate, come see us.

Our bank is strong, our service is
personal and our loan rates are
very competitive.

W

On a F�st Name Basis
BANKING
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Due to the announcement 

made by Governor 

Tim Walz, 

it is mandatory 

to wear a face mask 

before you can enter 

American State Bank
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MARSHALL COUNTY RESIDENTS
2020 Household Hazardous Waste, Appliance,  

Television, Fluorescent Lamp, and Tire Collection
Marshall County will collect at a charge of $5.00 per item: Un-

usable Freezers, Clothes Washers and Dryers, Dishwashers, Air 
Conditioners, Furnaces, Microwaves, Dehumidifiers, Stoves, Wa-
ter Heaters, Refrigerators, TV’s and Computer Monitors (Computer 
towers and printers are to be disposed in your regular garbage). 
Fluorescent Lamps are also accepted at a charge: 4’ bulbs are 
$0.50, all other bulbs are $0.75. Oil and Latex Paint, Solvents, 
Acids, Caustics, Adhesives, Home and Garden Pesticides will be 
collected at no cost. Tires will be accepted at a variable rate de-
pending on size/rim. Following is a list of the locations, dates and 
times at which you can bring in materials for disposal. Materials are 
to be delivered during the hours stated for each drop-off site. 
If you cannot come to the drop-off site on these days, we will take 
the materials listed above at the Marshall County Demolition Landfill 
every Wednesday from 8:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. May through October. 

August 24
Grygla - Marshall County Garage

9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Middle River - Community Center

11:30 to 12:30 p.m.
August 25

Newfolden - City Parking Lot - Behind Fire Hall
     8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Stephen - Community Center
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Argyle - Marshall County Garage
Noon to 12:30 p.m.

August 27
Oslo - by Fire Hall

9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Alvarado - Marshall County Garage

10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Warren - Marshall County Shop (Highway Dept.)

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
For More Information Contact Josh Johnston or Scott Jorgenson

Marshall County Environmental Services 218-745-4217. G22C

Help Wanted
One Part Time 

Registered Nurse 
at the Grygla School.  The 

position would include 2 days 
a week, with some possible 
clerical work as well.  Please 

call Jamie Lunsetter 
at 218-294-6155. G22C

Help Wanted
One Long Term 

Substitute Position.  
This position would include 

paraprofessional duties, food 
service work and custodial/

cleaning duties. Please 
contact Derek Gieseke  
at 218-294-6155.  G22C

MN Permit to Carry Class
Hosted by Luke Nordvick

Upcoming class on Thursday, August 20th, 6pm, 
at Diamonds in Grygla

Cost is $60

Bring a handgun and 30 rounds ammo - if you need to borrow a 
handgun, please let Luke know.
To register, call or text 218-689-8187 or email lukenordvick@

outlook.com. You can also message him on Facebook.
Can’t make this date? Contact Luke for a future date that will 

work. G22C
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Monson Electric
Services, Inc.

Grygla, MN

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED

Residential - Commercial and
Farm Wiring - Underground

Trenching

Brad Monson • 294-6349

G22,24,26,28MNA
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August 25

Newfolden - City Parking Lot - Behind Fire Hall
     8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Stephen - Community Center
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Argyle - Marshall County Garage
Noon to 12:30 p.m.

August 27
Oslo - by Fire Hall

9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Alvarado - Marshall County Garage

10:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Warren - Marshall County Shop (Highway Dept.)

11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
For More Information Contact Josh Johnston or Scott Jorgenson

Marshall County Environmental Services 218-745-4217. G22C

Help Wanted
One Part Time 

Registered Nurse 
at the Grygla School.  The 

position would include 2 days 
a week, with some possible 
clerical work as well.  Please 

call Jamie Lunsetter 
at 218-294-6155. G22C

Help Wanted
One Long Term 

Substitute Position.  
This position would include 

paraprofessional duties, food 
service work and custodial/

cleaning duties. Please 
contact Derek Gieseke  
at 218-294-6155.  G22C

MN Permit to Carry Class
Hosted by Luke Nordvick

Upcoming class on Thursday, August 20th, 6pm, 
at Diamonds in Grygla

Cost is $60

Bring a handgun and 30 rounds ammo - if you need to borrow a 
handgun, please let Luke know.
To register, call or text 218-689-8187 or email lukenordvick@

outlook.com. You can also message him on Facebook.
Can’t make this date? Contact Luke for a future date that will 

work. G22C



3 THE GRYGLA EAGLE Wednesday, August 19, 2020

Only in Minnesota: a weekly feature in the Eagle

 w SIMPLY DELICIOUS

Word of the Week
…enhancing vocabularies 

one Grygla Eagle at a time.

        Limn                                      \Lim\

Verb - used with object
To portray in words; describe.

The Minnesota Zoo is lo-
cated near Minneapolis and 
Saint Paul and has more than 
4,500 animals and 505 species 
in an area of 485 acres in Apple 
Valley. This large space makes 
animals feel as if they are in 
their respective habitats. The 
zoo operates as a place to con-
nect people with animals. The 
zoo opened to the public in May 
1978. 

They are currently open 
daily from 10am-4pm, welcom-
ing guests back while having 
stringent measures in place to 
ensure a safe and enriching ex-
perience.

Cutting-edge exhibits pro-
vide exciting experiences with 
animals and their habitats 
introducing guests to species 
from around the globe. Educa-
tion programs engage audienc-
es at the Zoo, throughout the 
region, and around world. Con-
servation programs protect en-
dangered species and preserve 
critical ecosystems. 

Fast Facts

• Annual attendance of 
nearly 1.3 million

• Approximately 45,700 Zoo 
Households

• 28 million operating bud-
get with more than 60% of rev-
enue from earned and contrib-
uted income

• $227.7 million Gross eco-
nomic output

• 193,098 Zoo members and 
donors

• Over 1,168 volunteers con-
tributing more than 105,053 
hours annually more than 3 
million hours of donated time

Conservation
• The Minnesota Zoo has 

collaborated with the Minneso-
ta Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) to successfully 
return cattle gene-free bison to 
Minnesota state parks.

• In partnership with many 
agencies and groups, the Min-
nesota Zoo’s Prairie Butterfly 
Conservation Program is sav-
ing endangered butterflies from 
extinction by pioneering the 
world’s first rearing and breed-

ing programs for Poweshiek 
skipperling and Dakota skip-
per butterflies.

• The Zoo partners with the 
DNR to restore native mussel 
populations to Minnesota riv-
ers and streams by developing 
effective mussel rearing tech-
niques and rearing and releas-
ing thousands of mussels into 
Minnesota waters.

• In partnership with MN-
DOT and the DNR, the Zoo 
saves endangered turtles by re-
searching ways to reduce road 
mortality and nest predation to 
ensure the stability and health 
of turtle populations across the 
state.

• Coordinate tiger and Asian 
wild horse conservation breed-
ing programs and campaigns to 
protect these endangered spe-
cies in the wild.

• Supported more than 120 
conservation projects in 47 
countries through the Ulysses 
S. Seal Conservation Grant 
Program

• Incorporate green prac-

tices throughout the Zoo, from 
large-scale recycling and com-
posting initiatives to environ-
mentally sustainable buildings

Education
• The state’s largest en-

vironmental learning center, 
with more than 360,000 par-
ticipants in educational pro-
gramming last year; including, 
83,000 school program partici-
pants

• Free admission for field 
trips, including transportation 
and lunch for more than 10,000 
students

• 6,629 students attending 
summer Zoo Camp

• More than 244,000 par-
ticipants in zoo interpretive 
programs such as Close En-
counters and Wings Financial 
World of Bird Show

• Presented live animal pro-
grams to more than 51,000 peo-
ple in 41 Minnesota counties

• Over 9,700 students par-
ticipating in STEM programs 
through ZOOMS Design Chal-
lenge

Few animals on earth are as captivating as the tiger. 
Their remarkably patterned coat and stealthy movements 
have caught our attention for decades. The illegal wildlife 
trade, human-wildlife conflict, habitat loss, and loss of prey 
have combined to push tigers to the brink of extinction. 

Bactrian camels eat almost any kind of plant they find 
in their native habitat. They will also eat meat and fish if 
they have no choice. Their humps store fat, allowing them 
to survive with little food for extended periods of time. 
Special blood cells store fluids to keep them healthy even 
when they are dehydrated. When they do find water, they 
can drink 15 gallons at a time.

Witness the spectacular beauty of the deep in Discovery 
Bay: United Healthcare Marine Education Center. Over 1.1 
million gallons of water provide a home for sharks, rays 
and other marine life. Guests can actually touch sharks, 
sea stars, and sea anemones in an interactive estuary and 
tide pool.

Marvel at the majestic 6 foot sharks that skim past 
your face in search of their next meal. Study the grace 
and beauty of giant stingrays as they virtually fly through 
the water. The Minnesota Zoo’s 218,000 gallon Shark Reef 
exhibit in Discovery Bay is an incredible undersea world 
filled with a dizzying array of colorful coral and unusual 
tropical fish.

The Pangolin! It might surprise you to know that this 
heavily-armored mammal is one of the most trafficked 
animals in the world. Last January two of our Zoo staff 
members traveled to Namibia to help in the research and 
rehabilitation of this endangered animal.

Written and made by Kari 
Sundberg, Eagle Editor

Let’s talk Chokecherry Jelly 
and make a jelly-confession out 
of the whole thing.

So my sweet Grandpa Ed-
gar went and picked three ice 
cream pails full of chokecher-
ries. When he hinted around at 
me possibly making some jelly 
out of them, I was pretty ner-
vous as I’ve never made jelly 
before. But I’ve also never been 
one to let him down, so I had to 
say yes – I was HAPPY to say 
yes.

Robert’s Aunt Bette has a 
recipe for this jelly that came 
highly recommended from a 
few people, so I decided to give 
it a go. When I went over there 
to get the recipe, they also load-
ed me up with ALL the sup-
plies needed to make it. I had 
absolutely no idea the amount 
of kettles, pots, strainers, mag-
nets, hot water bath supplies, 
etc. needed. 

Holy shight.
(As the kids say nowadays.)
I would have never been 

able to tackle this project had 
I not sought out help. I would 
have found myself in quite the 
pickle, er, jelly, one might even 
say.

Anyway, yeah, it’s WAY eas-
ier and quicker, AND cheaper, 
to just go buy a jar when you 
want it. That’s the truth, by 
God. 

(Ain’t no reason to live off 
the land when the store sells it 
for $2, right?) 

But it’s about the experi-
ence, they say. And there was 
something super calming, re-
warding and even a little FUN 
about that whole experience. 
Especially the final stage when 
the lids pop. MMM. Music to 
my ears and affirmation that I 
did it correctly. #Winning

My husband kept referring 
to me as “Kari on the Range” 
all night. (Because of Molly 
Yeh, who moved from NYC to 
East Grand Forks and now has 
her own cooking show called 
Molly on the Range. I love her.)

So I decided to tackle the 
jelly recipe and it’s included be-
low in case anyone else is play-
ing around with the idea.

I highly recommend you 
don’t multi-task while do-
ing this, though. Like, don’t 
have something else cooking 
for supper – it’ll just be in the 
way - and definitely don’t have 
clothes washing and drying – it 
somehow all feels more like a 
housewife chore that way.

Instead, light a fall-scented 
candle, turn on the tunes and 
pour yourself a glass of wine. 

Molly on the Range, people, 
Molly on the range. Feel the 
mood. 

Chokecherry Jelly
Ingredients
3.5 cups chokecherry juice 

(instructions on how to make 
below)

¼ cup lemon juice (recipe 
calls for ½ cup, but I found less 
was better suited for my taste)

1 (1.75 oz) package dry pec-
tin (SureJell)

4 cups sugar (recipe calls for 
6 cups, but I found less was bet-
ter suited for my taste)

Small scoop of butter
Pint jars (this recipe will 

give you 3-4 jars)
Directions
I’m going to be very detailed 

in case anyone is a jelly-mak-
ing newbie like myself. No de-
tail will go unsaid. That’s just 

how I roll.
Alright. So clean and wash 

your berries. 
NOTE: ½ an ice cream pail 

of berries makes roughly the 
3.5 cups of the needed juice, 
but that only gives you 3-4 jars 
of jelly. I used a full ice cream 
pail of berries, which filled the 
big kettle perfectly. It gave me 
exactly 7 cups of juice, so double 
the rest of the ingredients, as 
well.

Fill your water level with 
the berries in the kettle. The 
directions said to simmer on 
medium-high heat for 15 min-
utes, but I found about 30-40 
minutes to be best for me, 
which provided a little bit of a 
darker juice. 

Next up, strain the juice. No 
cheesecloths necessary.

So Bette gave me this awe-
some cone strainer and pestle 
set. It was called a Chinois 
strainer. It has a tightly wo-
ven mesh that works great for 
filtering everything. It also has 
a stand to hold it, which fits 
nice over the pot to drain the 
juice into. I found the wooden 
pestle a bit complicated, as 
I’ve never used one before. You 
kind of twirl it around and it 
presses on the berries – or at 
least it’s supposed to, I think. 
But I went online and found a 
method that worked better for 
me in the next batch. I used 
my hand-held potato masher. 
I just strained the berries into 
another kettle. Put the berries 
back in the original pot and 
mashed & mashed – then re-
strained them. This gave me a 
nice, dark juice.

Moving on!
If you used a full ice cream 

pail of berries, like I did, then 
you need to be doubling all 
those ingredients listed above. 
So take your 7 cups of juice. Put 
it in a tall kettle. Add two box-
es of pectin and stir. Add in a 
scoop of butter, as it helps keep 
the foam down. Bring all that  
to a boil and add your 8 cups 
of sugar. It seems like A TON 
of sugar, but it’s needed. (The 
8 cups is less shocking, though, 
than the 12 I originally used. I 
wonder what sugar-free would 
be like!? Probably too sour and 
tart.)

Once you add in your sugar, 
stir constantly while bringing 
to a rolling boil. Once it hits 
that, boil for exactly 2 min-
utes. Keep stirring to avoid any 
scorching. 

Turn off the heat, remove 
from the burner, then skim the 
top. Some recipes say you don’t 
have to do this, but it’s going 
to make a cloudy jelly. It looks 
WAY nicer and clearer to skim 
the top. 

Pour carefully into your jars. 
I didn’t use a funnel of any kind 
and it poured great – no mess! 
This should yield 7 jars of jelly. 
I used the pint jars.

Next up, heat up your lids in 
water on the stove.

Meanwhile, wipe the rims 
of your jars clean. Put on the 
lids when they are heated up. 
Screw the tops on and process 
in a boiling water bath for 5 
minutes. Remove to a protected 
surface and let cool, completely 
undisturbed. 

I started hearing the lids 
pop about an hour or two later 
and it was super exciting. Al-
most as exciting as having the 
jelly on my English muffin this 
morning. 

You bet I made those jars extra cute!

I made one jar without 
skimming the top, just to 
see how cloudy it would 
get. See the difference?

The Stusynski family of Strandquist has been named Marshall 
County’s “2020 Farm Family of the Year” by the University of 
Minnesota.

The Stusynski farm in northwestern Minnesota’s Marshall 
County was started by Julian’s grandfather, Adam Stusynski. To-
day, Julian farms with his brother, David and his son, Daniel. 
They raise canola, corn, soybeans and wheat.

The Stusynskis have four children. Daughter Kristine Mid-
dleton and her husband, Jay, have three kids: Kelly, Travis and 
Adam. Julian and Linda have two sons, Scott and Daniel, who is 
married to Nikki. They have three children, Carson, Caitlyn and 
Caylee. Daughter Kimberly Vervalen and her husband, Michael, 
have one son, Noah.

The Stusynskis are members of the Assumption Catholic 
Church in Florian, where Linda is a member of the Assumption 
Ladies Group. Julian is a Nelson Park Township supervisor. He 
is also a committee member on the Marshall County Association 
of Townships, the Water Resources Committee and the American 
Legion.

Linda has been employed at the Karlstad Senior Living facility 
for the past 29+ years working in various departments.

Julian and Linda enjoy gardening and watching their grand-
children’s activities. They are big Minnesota sports fans and enjoy 
following the North Dakota Fighting Hawks.

Though COVID-19 has forced cancellation of the annual Min-
nesota Farmfest, where the awards are presented each August, 

this year’s honorees will be celebrated in an online video tribute. 
The recognition, led by University of Minnesota President Joan 
Gabel, will be available as of August 6 at mnfarmfamilies.cfans.
umn.edu.

Honored families are chosen, one per county, by local Univer-
sity of Minnesota Extension committees based on their demon-
strated commitment to their communities and to enhancing and 
supporting agriculture.

“We’ll miss the face-to-face ceremony for the 2020 Farm Fami-
lies of the Year, but nothing diminishes pride we take in celebrat-
ing their accomplishments,” said Extension Dean Bev Durgan. 
“These families represent the best in agriculture. They’re innova-
tive and dedicated to their communities; they are stewards of the 
land.”

A complete list of the 2020 Farm Families of the Year will be 
available at mnfarmfamilies.CFAMS.umn.edu.       

Along with Farmfest, University units sponsoring the recogni-
tion event include University of Minnesota Extension, Minnesota 
Agricultural Experiment Station, the College of Food, Agricultur-
al and Natural Resource Sciences, and the College of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

For more news from U of M Extension, visit www.extension.
umn.edu/news or contact Extension Communications at extnews@
umn.edu. University of Minnesota Extension is an equal opportu-
nity educator and employer.

 w EXTENSION NEWS

Julian & Linda Stusynski Family 
recognized as a 2020 ‘U of M Farm Family’
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Lots of new clothing and 
logo options for this season’s 
Charger-wear, designed by 
Salo Signs. Place your order by 
August 19th to get your items 
the first week of school – orders 

will be delivered to each school. 
You can now shop online with 
Salo Signs! Check out the web-
site at https://salo-signs-more.
myshopify.com/

Back to School 
Charger apparel

Examples of some of the Charger-wear available this 
season! Photos taken from Salo Signs website

Good afternoon, here is just 
a quick update. We sent out our 
Safe Return to School Plan last 
week to families. A couple of 
things with this:

The plan outlines what we 
need to do to return to school 
safely, not necessarily what 
all of the day to day operations 
will look like. Here’s a few ad-
ditional things I want you to 
know:

1. We are working to make 
sure that we follow all of the 
state mandates regarding face 
coverings, and I believe we are 
doing that. We also recognize 
that for some, it is difficult to 
be in a face covering. Therefore, 
we are planning to have many 
classes outside throughout the 
day, socially distanced, to al-
low for breaks for our kids and 
staff.

2. What Music class will 
look like this year, may be a 
little different. We have not 

made decisions on this yet, as 
there is a lot of information out 
there regarding this area. We 
are going to wait a bit longer 
to ensure that we’ve done our 
due diligence to come up with a 
solid plan here.

3. Details on specific Dis-
tance Learning scenarios will 
be finalized soon, as well.

4. If you have any questions, 
please contact Mr. Gieseke or 
Mr. Lunsetter. Our staff and 
committee have put a lot of 
time, thought and effort into 
coming up with a safe, sen-
sible plan moving forward. We 
encourage feedback from our 
school/community, and look 
forward to continuing to work 
with you through these times!

5. We’re going to get back 
to normal! Hang in there, stay 
positive and keep doing what 
we have to do to make that 
happen.

Take care everyone.

School packets

Statepoint Crossword
Theme: Football

ACROSS
1. It may be fixed or blank

6. Sometimes appears be-
tween dogs
9. Wild West card game
13. Deprived of a limb
14. Go wrong
15. ____ and tattooed

16. Tsar’s edict
17. Waikiki garland
18. Propelled like Argo
19. *Last year’s Super Bowl 
MVP
21. *Recipient of this year’s 
first pick
23. Madame Tussauds’ me-
dium
24. Jack’s legume
25. Communications regula-
tor, acr.
28. Dry as dust
30. Echo
35. Yours and mine
37. Cold War enemies, slang
39. Common candle shape
40. Home of the Utes
41. Shinbone
43. Scotia preceder
44. Furiously angry
46. Like watching paint dry
47. Gulf War missile
48. Oozed
50. Clump
52. Yo
53. Common allergens
55. Not color but ____
57. *The goal
61. *Primary football unit
65. Boy Scout’s ____ badge
66. Pod dweller
68. Word of mouth
69. All worked up
70. Poetic “ever”
71. Home to largest mammal
72. Threads
73. *Defensive ____
74. Locomotes

DOWN
1. Millionaire’s turf, according 
to 2009 Oscar-winner
2. Bangladeshi currency
3. Wet nurse
4. Plant again
5. Swellings

6. Elvers
7. ‘re
8. Human social group
9. *Yellow and unwanted
10. Saint’s “headdress”
11. Movie spool
12. *Vegas numbers
15. Laura Ingalls’ hat
20. Make an effort
22. Organ of balance
24. Sleep disrupters
25. *Encroachment and false 
start, e.g.
26. Type of mandarin
27. Have a hankering
29. *2020 Super Bowl winning 
coach
31. VSCO girl’s favorite shoe 
brand
32. Geologic period
33. Variety show
34. *Patriot no more
36. Pinta or Santa Maria, e.g.
38. Perfect houseplant spot
42. *____ Bowl, college game 
1982-2000
45. Indicate
49. What Dundee and Dunedin 
have in common
51. *Last year’s Heisman win-
ner
54. Conical dwelling
56. Draw a conclusion
57. Do like exhaust pipe
58. Evil Roman emperor
59. What oxen do to plows
60. Acne symptoms
61. *One of ten needed for first 
down
62. Church echo
63. Provoke or annoy
64. European sea eagles
67. Poetic “even”

Results shared in next 
week’s Grygla Eagle!

A shortage of natural foods 
is causing more bear-human 
conflicts in northeastern and 
north-central Minnesota as 
bears gravitate toward food 
sources at homes, cabins and 
campsites.

“We’re asking people to re-
move food sources that could 
attract bears from their prop-
erties or campsites,” said An-
drew Tri, a bear biologist for 
the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources. “It’s impor-
tant that folks be extra vigilant 
in keeping trash and birdseed 
away from bears to ensure they 
don’t get an easy meal from 
what people leave out.”

Dry conditions in the north-
east and north-central part of 
the state have caused the natu-
ral food shortage. Human-bear 
conflicts are amplified in these 
areas when attractants (such 
as garbage, birdseed or coolers 
of food) are abundant and not 
protected from bears.

Dumpsters should be fitted 
with locking steel lids. Trash 
containers should be put in a 
locked shed or garage. Property 
owners also may erect an ener-
gized fence around a trash can 
to keep bears from getting into 
it. The DNR has information 
online about these fences.

Bird feeders in northeastern 
and north-central Minnesota 
should be removed until mid-
November and spilled seed 
should be cleaned up. If one 
person in a neighborhood feeds 
birds, a bear will remain in the 
area.

Campers, especially those 
who use remote campsites, 
should follow “Leave No Trace” 
principles. Plan ahead. Pack 
out trash and dispose of it prop-
erly. Store coolers out of sight 
in a locked vehicle or in bear-
resistant containers. Carry 
bear spray and learn to use it 
properly.

“If bears are in the area, let 
your neighbors, homeowners 
association or lake-owners as-
sociation and fellow campers 
know about it so everybody 
keeps potential attractants 
away from bears,” Tri said. “To-
gether, we can reduce conflicts 
with bears and avoid teaching 
them bad habits.”

Black bears are the only 
bear species that lives in Min-
nesota. Bears are more com-
mon in the forested region of 
northern Minnesota but can 
live anywhere in the state if 
they find suitable habitat. They 
usually are shy and flee when 
encountered but become bolder 

when their natural foods are in 
short supply.

Don’t approach or try to pet 
a bear. Injury to people is rare 
but as with all wild animals, 
people need to be cautious and 
give bears plenty of space.

Avoid bear conflicts by 
following these tips:

• Store garbage in bear-re-
sistant garbage cans or dump-
sters. Keep garbage inside a 
secure building (not a screened 
porch) until the morning of 
pickup.

• If there is not a secure 
building to put bear attractants 
in, erect an energized fence 
around trash or any other item 
attractive to bears (e.g., fruit 
trees, animal feed, gardens and 
compost piles).

• When camping, pack out 
trash, dispose of it properly, 
and store food in bear-resistant 
containers or in a locked vehi-
cle or camper.

• Avoid feeding birds from 
April 1 to Nov. 15.

• If you still wish to feed 
birds, hang birdfeeders 10 feet 
up and 4 feet out from the near-
est trees. Use a rope and pulley 
system to refill birdfeeders, and 
clean up spilled seeds daily.

• Do not leave food from bar-
beques and picnics outdoors, 

especially overnight. Standard 
coolers are not bear-proof, but 
there are lockable, bear-resis-
tant models available.

• Pick fruit from your trees 
and collect any fallen fruit 
promptly. If not feasible to pick 
all the fruit, protect trees from 
damage by using an energized 
fence.

More bear information
If bear problems persist af-

ter cleaning up food sources, 
contact a DNR area wildlife 
office for advice. For the name 
of the local wildlife manager, 
contact the DNR Information 
Center at 651-296-6157 or 888-
646-6367, or find wildlife area 
office contact information on 
the DNR website. 

The DNR does not relocate 
problem bears because it does 
not resolve the underlying is-
sue, which is often unsecured 
attractants provided by people. 
Relocated bears may return or 
become a problem somewhere 
else.

For more about living and 
recreating in bear habitat, visit 
the DNR website. Additionally, 
the bearwise.org website offers 
excellent information.

MN DNR news: DNR urges people to 
take precautions to keep bears away

The Minnesota bear hunting 
season opens Tuesday, Sept. 1, 
and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources is asking hunt-
ers to avoid shooting marked 
research bears. These bears 
are marked with distinctively 
large, colorful ear tags and 
have radio collars.

Researchers with the DNR 
are monitoring about 20 radio 
collared black bears across the 
state, especially in bear hunt-
ing zones 27, 25 and 45, and 
in parts of the no-quota zone. 
Most of them are in or near 
the Chippewa National For-
est between Grand Rapids and 
Bigfork. Others are near Voya-
geurs National Park or around 
Camp Ripley. 

“We’re asking hunters to 
avoid shooting these valuable 
research bears. These collared 
bears give us much of the data 
we use in bear management,” 
said Dave Garshelis, DNR bear 
research scientist.

A key to the research is look-

ing at year-to-year changes in 
natural food supplies and how 
that affects individual bears 
in terms of their habitat use, 
physical condition, denning, 
reproduction and interactions 
with people. This research is 
not designed to evaluate mor-
tality from hunting. Trapping 
new bears every year to replace 
the ones killed cannot substi-
tute for long-term data on indi-
viduals.

Most of the collars have GPS 
units. The GPS coordinates 
are either uploaded to a satel-
lite, or stored in the collar and 
downloaded by DNR research-
ers when they visit the bears in 
their dens. Each bear provides 
several thousand data points 
per year.

The bear’s coat often hides 
the collar, especially in the 
fall, and most of the collars are 
black. But all collared bears 
have large (3 by 2 inch), color-
ful ear tags so hunters can sim-
ply identify a collared animal 

by these large tags, whether or 
not a collar is visible. The tags 
should be plainly visible when 
a bear is at a bait, or on trail 
cam photos.

Photos of collared research 
bears and some research find-
ings gained from them are 
available on the DNR website 
at mndnr.gov/bear.

DNR officials recognize that 
a hunter may not be able to 
see a radio collar or ear tags in 
some situations. For this rea-
son, taking a bear with a radio 
collar is legal; however, wait-
ing a few minutes to get a clear 
view of the bear’s head would 
reveal whether it has large ear 
tags, which indicates that it is 
collared. Bears with small ear 
tags (1 by 1/4 inch) are not col-
lared but are important for oth-
er ongoing research projects. It 
is OK to take a bear with these 
small ear tags; if a hunter does 
take a bear with a small ear 
tag, they should report it as 
they would with any collared 

bear. 
Any hunters who do shoot a 

collared bear should bring the 
collar to a bear registration sta-
tion and call the DNR Wildlife 
Research Office in Grand Rap-
ids at 218-328-8879 or 218-328-
8874 to report shooting a col-
lared bear.

Most collared bears have a 
small implanted heart monitor 
under the skin on the left chest. 
It looks like a small, silver 
capsule that is approximately 
the width of a paper clip. This 
contains valuable informa-
tion stored in memory. Hunt-
ers who find this device while 
skinning the bear should leave 
it with the collar. Hunters with 
trail cam photos of ear tagged 
bears are asked to email the 
photos and locational informa-
tion (nearest town or GPS coor-
dinates) to mnbearcams.dnr@
state.mn.us.

Hunters asked not to shoot ear-tagged 
and radio-collared research bears

Coming next week: Read about the Eagle Editor’s cousin, Zach Olson, who is currently biking all the way across the United States via the TransAmerica Bicycle Trail, which is 4,228 
miles long! He began his trek July 11th, and is now at the half-way point in Kansas with no hiccups thus far. Read about his incredible journey next week.


