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Today
Scatt Tstorms
H 80     L 61

Thurs
Scatt Tstorms 
H 82    L 62

Fri
Mostly Sunny
   H 82    L 59

Sat
Mostly Sunny
   H 82    L 60

Sun
Scatt Tstorms
   H 81    L 62

A look at next week...2019 Grygla Fall Festival theme and information shared!

The Garden Valley Technol-
ogies board of directors were 
pleased to approve the new ex-
panded local calling area. GVT 
strongly believes in our com-
munities and this is the perfect 
way to keep friends and family 
connected.

Effective July 1, 2019, Gar-
den Valley Technologies will 
be expanding its local calling 
area to all landline subscribers. 
This free service will allow you 
to make unlimited calls within 
Garden Valley Technologies 26 
exchanges, which also includes 
local cellular numbers.

If you currently use long dis-
tance to call within GVT’s ex-
changes (listed below), you no 
longer have to carefully watch 
your long distance minutes of 
use when calling to the follow-
ing prefixes:

Bagley 694, Beltrami 926, 

Brooks 698, Clearbrook 776, Er-
skine 687, Fertile 945, Fosston 
435/431, Gatzke 459, Gonvick 
487, Goodridge 378, Grygla 294, 
Gully 268, Lengby 668/358/533, 
Leonard 968, Mahnomen 
261/383/930/935/936/902, Ma-
ple Bay 574, McIntosh 563, 
Mentor 637/200, Minerva 657, 
Oklee 796, Plummer 465, Red 
Lake Falls 253, St. Hilaire 964, 
Shevlin 785, Thief River Falls 
416/633/653/681/683/684/686/6
88/689/883, Winger 938

When making calls in the 
free expanded local calling 
areas, simply dial the 7-digit 
telephone number. Numbers 
located outside of GVT’s ser-
vice area, dial 1 + 10-digit tele-
phone number. (Long distance 
charges apply).

If you want to add a GVT 
landline, call Garden Valley to-
day at 800-448-8260.

Expanded local calling

The Grygla Junior Com-
munity Club (Formerly Grygla 
Jaycee’s Club) will be hosting 
another bean bag tournament 
on Sunday, July 28th, at the 
picnic shelter in the Grygla 
School Park. Registration be-
gins at 2pm with the tourna-
ment beginning at 3pm. Cost is 

$10/team and open to all ages. 
If enough kids are interested, 
separate brackets will be done. 
The JC’s Club will be serving 
brats, chips and water, how-
ever, feel free to bring a bever-
age of your choice. Come out for 
another afternoon of fun!

Bags and Brats – Round 2

A Picnic & Movie in the Park 
Fundraiser Night will be hap-
pening on Sunday, July 21st, 
at the City Campground Park 
in Grygla. The picnic will start 
at 7pm with the movie start-
ing at dark. This year’s movie 
will be Megamind! There will 
be games before the movie and 

the picnic menu includes brats, 
chips and juice for $5/person. 
Movie admission is a freewill 
donation. Concessions will be 
available during the movie. 
BYOC – bring your own chair! 
Money raised will be put to-
wards new playground equip-
ment for the park. 

Picnic & Movie in the Park

Written by Kari Sundberg, 
Eagle Editor

You may remember this 
headline from last year when 
the Grygla Eagle ran a story 
on Walter Jones and his 4-H 
State Exchange experience. If 
not, let’s refresh your memory. 
Last summer, as part of an ex-
change program, Walter Jones, 
son of David and Lori Jones, 
flew down to Texas and spent a 
week with a host family. Wal-
ter is a member of the Roseau 

Making the best better

Nathan Friesenhahn and Walter Jones, both 4-H mem-
bers who participated in a Texas/Minnesota State Ex-
change Program at each other’s homes.

County 4-H program and be-
longs to the Grygla/Gatzke Go-
Getter’s. The State Exchange 
program is paid for through 
the Roseau County 4-H, but 
the kids do a lot of fundraising 
prior to the trip. 

Last year, Walter was wel-
comed into the home of Mi-
chael and Lisa Friesenhahn, 
whose son, Nathan, is also in-
volved in 4-H.

After a week of new expe-
riences in Texas for Walter, 

it would be Nathan’s turn to 
“state exchange” this summer. 
Well, that time arrived and 
Nathan, along with other 4-H 
youth, recently flew to Min-
nesota as part of the program 
where area families opened 
their homes. Since Walter 
stayed with Nathan’s family 
last summer, it was the Jones’ 
turn to host Nathan this sum-
mer; he had never been to Min-
nesota before and the week was 
full of fun experiences for him!

Through the program, there 
are group activities and also 
fun activities that each host 
family plans on the side. As 
a group, the days were full of 
planned activities, but in their 
downtime, Walter and Nathan 
spent a lot of time roping and 
doing chores at the Jones farm 
in Gatzke.

June 25th-July 2nd proved 
to be a busy schedule for the 
entire group. Check out all the 
fun activities they took in:

Day 1: The Texas group 
was picked up in Fargo. From 
there, they headed to Detroit 
Lakes/Perham, ate at Zorbaz 
and spent the night at a cabin 
on Little Pine Lake.

Day 2: This day was full 
of a lumber camp breakfast, 
character challenge course, the 
Headwaters of the Mississippi 
River, stops in Bemidji and 
supper at the Jones farm.

Day 3: Activities this day in-
cluded the Polaris Experience 
Center, ATV trail ride, lunch at 
Bec’s, Marvin Visitor’s Center, 
The Shed (car collection), Doc’s 
and a hotdish dinner at the Ro-
seau City Park.

Day 4: The group headed up 

to Canada this day for a Men-
nonite Village tour/lunch, a 
tour of Royal Canadian Mint, 
Fort Whyte, a Walmart visit 
in Winnipeg and a fun border 
crossing experience for all! 

Day 5: The 4-H group vis-
ited Hanson’s robotic dairy 
farm in Goodridge and Wagge 
Feedlot. There were plans to go 
to the races in Greenbush, but 
they were cancelled due to the 
weather, but the crew was still 
able to enjoy a cookout.

Day 6: This was a fam-
ily day that included a cookout 
and barn dance.

Day 7: Last summer in Tex-
as, the kids went to the south-
ern-most point of the United 
States; this year, they decided 
to visit the Northwest Angle, 
which is the northern-most 
point of the United States. The 
group took a boat tour of the 
islands on Lake of the Woods, 
had lunch at Sunset Resort and 
also enjoyed a walleye fish fry.

While in Minnesota, the 
Texas kids enjoyed the long 
days as it’s dark in TX by 
8:30pm. They also commented 
on how everything here was 
so green, wide open and miles 
& miles of farmland. Many of 
the young adults had never 
had lefse, hotdish or walleye 
before, either. (They also got to 
try Rocky Mountain Oysters, 
thanks to Walter!)

This is such a neat experi-
ence for both the youth and 
adult host families and a great 
way to meet people from our 
country.

The 4-H motto: Making 
the Best Better! 

Indeed.

Last summer in Texas, the 4-H kids went to the southern-most point of the United States; this year, they decided to 
visit the Northwest Angle, which is the northern-most point of the United States. Photos courtesy of Lori Jones

On June 29-30, the Ameri-
can Legion Riders Post 444, 
of Middle River, MN, hosted a 
Legacy Scholarship Ride that 
included many area stops, in-
cluding Grygla. The Legacy 
Scholarship Fund provides 
scholarship money to children 
of post 9/11 veterans who died 
on active duty or have a com-
bined VA disability rating of 50 
percent or greater. Last year, 
Minnesota alone raised over 
$225,000 for the scholarship 
with Middle River’s Post rais-
ing over $3,000 from their 2018 
rally.

For the 2019 rally, all rid-

ers were once again welcome to 
join in the ride, which included 
stops in 11 different towns be-
ginning in Middle River and 
ending in International Falls, 
which was an overnight stay. 

When the crew arrived in 
Grygla on Saturday, June 29th, 
around 9:20am, they met at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Gazebo. 
The American Legion Post 
162 donated $50, which was 
presented by Wayne Hanson, 
Commander. Lyle Nelson also 
presented the group with a $50 
donation out of the Veteran’s 
Memorial Fund.

Legacy Scholarship Ride

Wayne Hanson, above, and Lyle Nelson, below, making 
donations to Post 444. Photos courtesy of Rose Hanson
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COMMUNITIES OF
St. Clement’s – Grygla; St. 

Ann’s – Goodridge
Fr. Adam Hamness

Sunday:
St. Clement’s: 11:45am

St. Ann’s: 10am

BETHESDA LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Skime
Pastor Steve Bliss

Sunday:
9:30am Worship

CLEARWATER
LUTHERAN PARISH

St. Petri – Grygla; Mt. Ol-
ive, Nazareth – Trail; Oak 

Park – Oklee
Pastor Jeff Merseth

Saturday:
Mt. Olive: 9am Worship

Sunday:
St. Petri: 8am Worship

Nazareth: 9:45am Worship
OP: 11am Worship

Church Calendars due to the 
Eagle by the last Sunday of the 

month.

GRYGLA LUTHERAN
PARISH

Grace and Our Savior’s, 
Grygla

Pastor Vicki Saude-
Worthington

Wednesday, July 17:
8pm Interfaith Bible Study

Sunday:
OS: 9am Worship

Grace: 10:30am Worship

GATZKE-THIEF LAKE
LUTHERAN PARISH

United – Gatzke; Our Sav-
ior’s – Thief Lake

Sunday:
UL: 9am Worship
OS: 11am Worship

GOODRIDGE AREA
LUTHERAN

PARISH, ELCA
Bethany, Ekelund, Faith

Pastor Kristin Dahlen Os-
tercamp
Sunday:

Ekelund: 8:30am Worship
Faith: 9:45am Worship

THE CATHOLIC

Wed | July 17
Pennington County Fair; 
Accel in Grygla 7-9am; 

Chargers Youth Baseball 
Small Fry Tourney in 

Warren 9am; JV/V bball 
tourney in Fergus Falls; 

Senior Meals at Grain Bin 
Café 11am; Grygla Library 

open 2-6pm; Open Gym 
Volleyball in Goodridge 

4pm; Grygla Lion’s Picnic 
in the Park (supper 6pm, 
meeting 7pm); Softball in 
Grygla 7pm; BBB practice 

in Grygla 7pm

Thurs | July 18
Pennington County Fair; 

Accel in Grygla 7-9am; Sand 
VB League in Goodridge 

6pm; GBB practice in Gry-
gla 6pm (grades 9-12)

Fri | July 19
Pennington County Fair; 

Grygla Open at Roseau Golf 
Course; Senior Meals at 

Grain Bin Café 11am

Sat | July 20
Pennington County Fair; 
Grygla/Gatzke Food Shelf 
open 8-10:30am; Chargers 
JV/V bball tourney in Pe-

quot Lakes

Sun | July 21
Pennington County Fair; 

Roseau County Fair; Picnic/
Movie in the Grygla City 
Campground Park 7pm

Mon | July 22
Roseau County Fair; Accel 

in Grygla 7-9am; Senior 
Meals at Grain Bin Café 

11am; Open Gym Volleyball 
in Grygla 4pm; Monday 
Night Football in Grygla 

5pm; GBB practice in Gry-
gla 6pm (grades 9-12)

Tues | July 23
Roseau County Fair; Accel 
in Grygla 7-9am; Summer 

League Bball in Grygla 6pm

Community 
Calendar

Summer League
Standings

Week 4 Standings
  W L
Green 8 0
Gold  5 3
Gray  4 4
Blue  3 5
Orange 3 5
Purple 1 7

Week 4 Results
Green 56
Brady Olson 25
Dayle Larson 10
Blue 51
Steven Hanson 26
Brandon Bakken 15

Gold 62
Jordan Coan 19
Cole Halvorson 16
Hunter McMillin 13
Purple 56
Nick Groven 16

Gray 76
Tyler Schulz 29
Michael Lawrence 26
Matt Busse 14
Orange 60
David Jones 23
Robbie Anderson 12
Nolan Anderson 11

Blue 74
Brandon Bakken 24
Levi Kiesow 20
Steven Hanson 20
Andrew Sundberg 10
Gray 67
Tyler Schulz 40
Michael Lawrence 14

Green 54
Brady Olson 22
Dayle Larson 15
Riley Manderud 13
Gold 44
Cole Halvorson 15
Brandon Stanley 12

Orange 60
David Jones 21
Robbie Anderson 10
Purple 57
Ethan Schulz 18

 w GRYGLA LIBRARY LINK
Written by Kari Sundberg, 

Grygla Librarian
I’ve got a couple cute pic-

tures to share with you this 
week! As part of our Summer 
Reading Program, when kids 
come in and check out items 
in the library, their name goes 
into a drawing for $10 in Gry-
gla Merchant Bucks. Recent 
winners were Oliver Smeby 
and Willa Sundberg! Both were 
pretty excited to come in and 
pick up their “treat money.” 

I also give out a weekly treat 
to the youngsters who come in. 
Last week’s treat was a bag of 
popcorn. Matthew Haack came 
in and checked out a couple of 
dinosaur books and was pretty 
excited to get his own bag of 
popcorn. It looks like he is en-
joying the evening treat! 

For anyone who enjoys a 
good Western book, I got a 
whole tote of them in last week. 
I will have them all on the 
shelves by next Wednesday, 
July 24th. Personally, I’m not 
a huge fan of paperbacks, but I 
know a lot of you are. The whole 
tote is paperbacks so come and 
check some out – there’s a great 
selection.

Other library news includes 
our August 14th program with 
Noah Soanie – the magician/
illusionist. I hope we have a 
packed Community Center for 
that 4pm show as I’ve heard 
awesome things about him. I’m 
also in the process of lining up 
a fiddler out of Red Lake Falls 
to come and do an hour con-
cert at the Veteran’s Memorial 
Gazebo in Grygla. It’s looking 
like that will happen in August 
sometime so more information 
on that to come! I love bringing 
you guys a variety of programs; 
we’ve got some good ones lined 
up for this fall. 

Well, I’m out of the library 
this Wednesday, the 17th. I’ve 
got a sub from Karlstad work-
ing for me – Rebecca Bakke – I 
was so appreciative of her com-
ing so I didn’t have to close the 
library. I hate doing that when 
it’s only open one day a week! 
Hopefully Rebecca got to meet 
a lot of you! I’ll be back next 
week and will see you then. 

North Valley Public Health 
will hold Foot Care and Blood 
Pressure Clinics on the follow-
ing dates:

Oslo Community Center: 
Monday, July 22, 2019 at 9:30 
a.m. 

Contact: North Valley Pub-
lic Health at 218-745-5154

Grygla Community Center: 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 at 9:00 
a.m. 

Contact: North Valley Pub-
lic Health at 218-745-5154

• Please call the person list-

ed above to sign up. We require 
sign-up sheets so that we can 
staff accordingly. If you are not 
able to keep your appointment, 
please call to cancel.

• Please arrive 15 minutes 
prior to your scheduled ap-
pointment time.

• The North Valley Public 
Health staff will soak feet and 
trim nails. The fee for this foot 
care service is $20 per person.

• The North Valley Public 
Health staff will do free blood 
pressure checks upon request.

Foot Care Clinic scheduled

Grygla swimming lessons 
will be held July 22nd-August 
2nd, Monday through Friday. 
Pool time is from 1:45-3:30pm. 
The bus will leave Grygla at 
12:15 and return at approxi-
mately 4:45. Children must be 

5 years old or older to partici-
pate in this program. The cost 
for swimming lessons is $50. 
For any questions, call Shaun-
na Olson at the Grygla School, 
294-6155.

Grygla swimming 
lessons notice

Happy Birthday to Doris Smeby and Ronald Waling, who 
celebrated their July birthdays at the Grain Bain Café last 
week. Photo courtesy of Thelma Thomas

The Department of Natural 
Resources, the Conservation 
Corps Minnesota and Iowa, 
the Minnesota Pollution Con-
trol Agency and the Minne-
sota Board of Water and Soil 
Resources have partnered to 
launch the Increasing Diver-
sity in Environmental Careers 
program.

The program is geared to-
ward environmentally-minded 
college students or soon-to-be 
college students interested in 
pursuing a degree in science, 
technology, engineering, or 
math. It will consist of three 
parts – a fellowship with sti-
pends to help address financial 
need and support academic 
success, a mentorship to con-
nect students with profession-
als in the field, and an intern-
ship to ensure the students 
have experience in the field 
before graduation.

Fifteen students will be 
accepted as part of the first 
cohort, and will begin the pro-
gram at the start of the aca-
demic year in the fall.

Applicants must be in pur-
suit of a STEM major with a 
desire to work in a natural 
resources or environmental 
career after graduation; be ac-

Applications 
open for 
new career 
pathway 
program

Career pathway...
Continued on page 3

Come join the Marshall County Sheriff’s 
Office for Night to Unite, and enjoy meeting 
Marshall County’s emergency personnel 
including Eva (Marshall County K9), fire 
departments, and ambulances from around 
the county. The Marshall County Mounted 
Posse will be there with horses for kids to 
ride.  

August 6, 2019  
5:30 pm to 8:00 pm

Marshall County Fairgrounds

- FREE -  
Burgers, Brats, Beans, Chips,  
& Ice cream for all who attend. 

G17-19C
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If interested,  
please contact:

Geoff Satre  
at 218-289-4601

OR
Travis Dougherty  
at 218-689-6733
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4-H Makes A World Of 
Difference

            oday’s 4-H offers more than 200 project areas in Science,
          Citizenship and Healthy Living. 4-H helps youth from ages 5 to
      19 learn by doing.

4-H prepares America’s youth to make a positive impact in their
communities and the world. Join us in honoring and supporting 4-H.
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201 Vance Ave. S.
Erskine, MN 56535

PO Box 78
Grygla, MN 56727-0078

www.asbgrygla.com
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Beef…It’s What’s For Dinner
                eef is one of the most popular meats in the U.S. and
              demand for Beef is surging around the world.

Beef has great nutritional value. It’s an excellent source of protein,
B-vitamins, and many minerals such as iron, zinc, potassium and 
magnesium.  

On the average here in America, each person consumes more than 54 
lbs. of beef annually. May is Beef Month. Stay healthy. Make Beef a part
of your next meal.
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Wanted: Full time shop 
worker Farmer’s Union Oil Co., 
Grygla. Alternate weekends. 
Benefit package. Pick up appli-
cation at office or call 218-294-
6117. Ask for Brenda. G7-8C

A service in memory of 
June Alice  

Roen-Newhouse 
 

Our Savior’s  
Lutheran Church,  

rural Grygla
Friday, May 10th, 

at 11:30am.  

Lunch served after. 
Burial at Rosebud Cemetery G

7C

To whomever borrowed/
used my quilt frames that 

were stored in the commons 
area at 

Independence Hall, please 
get them back to me. They 
were taken some time ago  

and made by 
my husband; I’d like them 

returned. 
Thank you,

Shirley Nordby G
7C

The time has come to 
hang up my scissors, put 
away my pins and retire. As 
of June 15th, I will no lon-
ger be doing seamstress 
work or ATV seat covers. 
Thank you for supporting 
my little sewing business 
over the past years. 

- Carol Steuck
G7C

Thank You
The family of Joanna Smith 

would like to extend a sincere 
thank you for all the love and 
support shown to our family 
after her sudden passing. A 
special thank you to the Gry-
gla EMT for such a quick re-
sponse to the 911 call, and to 
Pastor Kristin.  G7C

-NOTICE-
1st Half Real Estate Taxes Due 

by
WEDNESDAY  MAY 

15th, 2019
Penalty will be charged on all 
taxes paid or mailed with a 
postmark after May 15th.
If paying by mail, please 

enclose only one copy of the 
tax statement for each parcel 
of property you own. Receipts 

issued upon request only.
Scott Peters

Marshall County Auditor/Trea-
surer

You can choose to pay prop-
erty tax online at www.co.mar-
shall.mn.us or by phone with 

credit card or E-check by 
calling 1-800-272-9829 (Juris-

diction Code 3348).  G7C

Asphalt Work Wanted
Streets, Parking Lots, 

Driveways, Patching-Re-
pairs

Call 218-230-0698 for 
an Estimate! Agassiz As-
phalt, LLC 67 State St 
56738                       G7-18C

Asphalt Work Wanted
Streets, Parking Lots, 

Asphalt Work Wanted

Steenerson Township  
Road Meeting 

May 14th at 6:00pm at the 
Town Hall  

May 23rd at 6:00pm Ceme-
tery Clean Up Day 

Darlyne Roen, Town Clerk 

G
7C

NOTICE
1X2

S o u n d s  l i k e 
multiplication?

Guess again. It’s newspaper 
talk for a one column by 2 inch 
ad. Too small to be effective? 
You’re reading this one!!!

RICHARDS 
PUBLISHING CO. 

487-5225
Grygla Eagle • 294-6220
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An Early History of Gatzke, Minnesota
Note: Over the course of the next few 

weeks, we are going to be sharing things 
out of the book titled “An Early History of 
Gatzke, Minnesota: Second Edition - As 
told by Walter Lunsetter.” 

Walter Lunsetter’s family were amongst 
the pioneers that settled Gatzke, and when 
the first edition of his book was published 

in October of 2013, at 98, he and a few scat-
tered second cousins were the only ones 
left who remembered the glory days of the 
thriving little town it used to be. The sec-
ond edition of his book includes additional 
material about events during Walter’s life. 

Walter died at home on November 19, 
2013, but he was able to see his book pub-

lished and enjoyed its enthusiastic recep-
tion in the community. 

The Grygla Eagle will be making its 
way through the pages of Walter’s book 
and looks forward to bringing you the pic-
tures and stories over the course of the 
next few weeks. 

Let’s dive into Week 2...

-Mrs. Esther Nelson (written 
as a tribute to her father H.A. 
Lunsetter in 1951)

The first winter the men 
were busy obtaining logs for 
more permanent buildings, 
while the women were busy 
melting snow for the cattle 
and for household needs, as 
the wells did provide enough 
water. There were, of course, 
no roads, so travel was often 
very difficult. The horses were 
often mired in snow or mud. 
Although the Nels Mugaas, Si-
mon Anderson and Rollis fami-
lies had come some time during 
the winter and lived just a few 
miles away, they were hardly 
aware of it because of lack of 
communication. Mr. Rollis 
started a store and brought 
in a few groceries from Thief 
River Falls when weather and 
driving condition permitted. 
Otherwise, TRF was the near-
est shopping center and that 
was 45 miles away. (Rollis, or-
ganized in 1899, was named for 
Otto Rollis, formerly of Warren, 
who became a storekeeper in 
this township, but later moved 
to Colorado.)

The following spring several 
families came from Ulen, MN. 
Most of this group had origi-
nally come from Norway.

One of the first concerns of 
this pioneer group was the spir-
itual welfare of the members. 
They had brought with them, 
as the custom was, their hymn 
books, Bibles, catechisms, and 
other devotional literature, but 
it was not enough to satisfy the 
longing for some established 
place of worship and for the 
services of a trained minister 
of the Gospel. With much joy 
did they receive the news that 
Pastor Bredeson was coming 
to Rollis and would visit the 

settlers of the community. My 
mother tells of her embarrass-
ment the first time the pas-
tor came to call. Since the log 
house in which they lived was 
plastered with clay, it became 
a daily chore to sweep up the 
plaster which would fall out of 
the cracks. She had just gath-
ered this in the middle of the 
floor when in walks Pastor 
Bredeson on his first call. (In 
those days it was considered 
quite important that every-
thing be well in order when 
the pastor called.) However, 
it was with much gratitude in 
their hearts that those families 
greeted Reverend Bredeson. 
He conducted family devotions 
and encouraged them by sing-
ing hymns. Another Mission 
Pastor succeeded him, and for 
the next two years the people 
looked forward to visits and en-
couragement from Pastor Sim-
inson. 

Then the group who had 
banded together and formed 
Landstads Congregation called 
Pastor Loftus. In 1901, a La-
dies Aid group was organized. 
A devout Christian layman, 
Mr. Annanias Stennes, helped 
organize this group. Mrs. 
Stennes was the first President 
and Mrs. Berndt Johnson was 
the first Vice-President. The 
organization meeting was held 
at the Shager home and was 
decided that they should meet 
every other week. They should 
come in the forenoon and work 
all day. The hostess served a 
full meal at noon and a lunch 
in the afternoon. (Yes, and usu-
ally a cup of coffee when they 
first arrived.) The women spent 
the day spinning, knitting, 
piecing quilt covers or doing a 
bit of fancy work. In the fall, 
an auction was held. The first 

sale was held at the Lunsetter 
home. Mr. Stennes organized 
the first Sunday School and 
conducted services when no 
pastor was available. The ser-
vices were held in the school 
houses, which had been built in 
1899. Mrs. Waller was the first 
teacher.

It has always been interest-
ing to me to hear the folks tell 
of some of the experiences they 
had those first years. When 
they arrived at TRF, Melvin 
was very sick with tonsillitis. 
The doctor decided that the 
tonsils must be removed imme-
diately and did so without the 
use of any anesthetic. Then the 
children got whopping cough 
and mother says you can imag-
ine the coughing there was in 
the little house where the three 
families lived together, when 
the nine children started to 
cough.

During those first couple of 
years it would take 3-4 days to 
make a trip to town and then 
they would often have to come 
home with very few provisions. 
One time Dad and Mr. Mugaas 
decided to hitch each a team of 
horses on one wagon so they 
could bring home more. All 
they could get along because of 
the difficult roads was 300 lbs. 
Many of the worst places in the 
roads had to be filled in with 
logs and they came to be known 
as corduroy roads.

The first spring Thorwald 
Jornlin and Dad tried to get 
some field in. They worked at 
clearing the south end of our 
land, but to get there they had 
to cross some low spots. Here 
the horses had all they could 
do to get through without pull-
ing a load, so it was up to the 
men to carry the plow and seed 
across. After much labor they 

were able to seed ten acres that 
first spring.

Dad was the first assessor in 
this community and he tells of 
walking the distance to Warren 
and back to return the asses-
sor’s books. This would be a to-
tal distance of about 140 miles. 
They tell of Tallak Johnson 
carrying a 100 lb. sack of flour 
from Rollis to his home, a dis-
tance of several miles, through 
water that was so deep that it 
was impossible for him to set 
down the bag of flour anywhere 
so that he might rest. 

Mother says when they went 
to Ladies Aid in those days it 
was not by car, but they walked 
most of the time, often in water 
up to their knees in places, but 
she says they were happy days 
and almost everyone seemed 
satisfied.

There are not very many of 
those intrepid pioneers who 
are still living. Of those whom 
I have mentioned of the adult 
group who came, there are Nels 
Muggas, Mrs. Ole Aune, and 
Mrs. Anna Lian (the latter two 
were of the group who came 
from Ulen), John Shager and 
Mr. & Mrs. Lunsetter. My par-
ents celebrated their 63rd wed-
ding anniversary in November 
and Dad will be 87 yrs. old now 
the 27th of January. They were 
of the sturdy, God-fearing pio-
neer stock who asked only that 
they be permitted to work for 
their daily bread, worship their 
God according to their dictates 
of their heart and rear their 
families to be honest, respected 
citizens in this great country 
of ours. We, their children, feel 
that we owe much to their cour-
age, their sacrifices and their 
undaunted faith.

 

Settling Rollis Township (continued from last week’s article)

Early days in the town
By the 1920’s, Gatzke was 

a thriving town: there were 2 
grocery stores: A.P. Nelson’s 
and Christ Engelstad’s. For a 
while, there was a 3rd store. 
There were 3 restaurants, a 
bank, barbershops, a garage, 
the creamery, a blacksmith 
shop, the local post office, a shoe 
and harness repair shop run by 
Ole Hall, and a stockyard lo-
cated east and south of where 
the Senior Citizen’s building is 
now. Small circuses even made 
visits to Gatzke. Most of the 
people in the Gatzke area were 
Norwegians, so when you came 
to town in the early days, you 
seldom heard anything spoken 
but Norwegian. 

The Creamery & Butter 
Making:

The Rollis Co-op Cream-
ery was built in 1907. In the 
summertime, cream days were 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days. Cars would line up at the 
Creamery to wait their turn 
to deliver cream. To find out if 
the cream was sweet or sour, a 
long dipper was dipped into the 
cream can, and someone at the 
dairy tasted the cream. In the 
winter, all sorts of conveyances 
were used to bring cream to the 

Creamery: bobsleds, one horse 
cutters, heavier two horse cut-
ters, stone boats, full length ca-
booses or short cabooses which 
are made from a cab placed on 
the front part of a bobsled. Af-
terwards, the farmers would go 
to the store to buy their grocer-
ies and do some visiting.

In the early years, about 
the only income to be earned 
was when the men went out to 
North Dakota to work during 
harvest - shocking and thresh-
ing grain and some fall plough-
ing. When the Creamery was 
built, it provided a market for 
cream and that was a big help 
to the farmers to pay their 
store bills. If the Creamery had 
not been built, it is doubtful 
if the community would have 
survived. 

The Creamery issued pay-
checks to the farmers once a 
month for their cream. The 
farmers would go directly to 
the bank to cash their checks, 
and then on to the store to pay 
the store bill. One could also 
get an advance payment on 
the cream, so sometimes there 
wasn’t much left at the end of 
the month. 

In the early 1920’s, Christ Engelstad built a big barn 
which is still standing today. I was a small boy at the time, 
and I was listening to my Dad and another man talking 
about the barn that Engelstad was building. One of them 
said, “Well, that barn is built with cream checks.” I was so 
curious and ran over to the barn to look, but I couldn’t see 
any cream checks there!

The first butter maker 
that I remember was Albert 
Lloyd. Nils Mugaas was the 
next butter maker, then Hugo 
Lundmark, Paul and Art Lun-
dmark, Henry Grondahl, John-
nie Ruud, Wally Johnson, and 
Orvis Mugaas. The butter 
maker’s house was moved into 
Gatzke in the early 1940’s and 
is still on the north side of the 
road at the edge of town. Hugo 
Lundmark moved in there 
when he worked in the Cream-
ery.

Eddie Engelstad hauled 
butter tubs from the Creamery 
to Middle River with horses. 
The butter was then loaded on 

The Butter-Maker’s House was moved into Gatzke in the early 1940’s
a train. Eddie brought grocer-
ies back for the store. Later 
on he bought a Model T truck 
to haul with. Engelstad also 
hauled eggs to Middle River, to 
be shipped on the train. Before 
they shipped the eggs, they 
had to check them to see they 
weren’t spoiled. They had a gas 
lamp inside a short stove pipe. 
The pipe had a small hole about 
the size of an egg in it. Hold-
ing the egg partly in this hole 
would allow them to see the in-
side of the egg. This was called 
“candling eggs.” We would get 
a partial advance payment for 
our eggs and then a final pay-
ment after they were sold. 

The above photo was taken of the old Gatzke Grocery store shortly before the new store was built in 1979.

This week’s stories and photos covered pages 7-12 in Walter Lunsetter’s book. Stay tuned for next week; we’ll pick up 
where we left off: The Engelstad Store.

cepted to or enrolled in a two- 
or four-year full-time program 
at an accredited state, commu-
nity, private or tribal college or 
university; be willing to commit 
to the full program; and be au-
thorized to work in the United 
States.

Preference will be given 
to racial or ethnic minorities, 
women, individuals with dis-
abilities, individuals who face 
barriers to education and em-
ployment, first generation col-
lege students, first year college 

students and individuals dem-
onstrating a strong financial 
need.

The program is funded by 
the Minnesota Environmental 
and Natural Resources Trust 
Fund.

Application instructions, as 
well as more information about 
the program, can be found on 
the Conservation Corps Minne-
sota and Iowa website. Applica-
tions are open until the cohort 
is full.

Results from last week’s StatePoint puzzle.

Career pathway...
Continued from page 2

A couple of concessions stands were set up at last week’s 
Charger’s Youth Baseball game in Grygla on Monday, July 
8th, against Argyle. The boy’s basketball team was selling 
burgers, brats and ice cream treats as a fundraiser for the 
program. The Yagers also had their stand set up selling 
snow cones, hotdogs and chips. 

Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) is extending 
the deadline to file crop acre-
age reports for agricultural 
producers in Minnesota im-
pacted by flooding and heavy 
moisture. The new July 22 
deadline applies to reporting 
spring-seeded crops to USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county offices and federal crop 
insurance agents.

“Agriculture operations 
throughout the state have 
been hit hard by heavy rains 
and flooding that have affect-
ed their operations,” said Joe 
Martin, FSA State Executive 
Director in Minnesota. “The 
deadline extension provides 
more flexibility for producers 
who experienced planting and 
field work delays.”

Filing a timely crop acre-
age report is important to 
maintaining eligibility for 
USDA conservation, disaster 
assistance, safety net, crop 
insurance and farm loan pro-
grams. A crop acreage report 
documents all crops and their 
intended uses and is an impor-
tant part of record-keeping for 
your farm or ranch.

Producers filing reports with 
FSA county offices are encour-
aged to set up an appointment 
before visiting the office. Acre-
age reports from producers in 
Minnesota who set up appoint-
ments before the July 22 dead-
line are considered timely filed, 
even if the appointment occurs 

after the deadline. 
The following exceptions ap-

ply to acreage reporting:
If the crop has not been 

planted by the reporting date, 
the acreage must be reported 
no later than 15 calendar days 
after planting is completed.

If a producer acquires addi-
tional acreage after the above 
acreage reporting date, the 
acreage must be reported no 
later than 30 calendars days 
after purchasing or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate docu-
mentation must be provided to 
the county office.

“Even though the deadline 
has been extended, I encourage 
producers to contact their local 
FSA office today to schedule 
an appointment to report acre-
age,” Martin said.

Other USDA Efforts to 
Help Producers

USDA is taking additional 
steps to help producers across 
the country, including: 

• Updating the haying and 
grazing date for producers who 
have planted cover crops on 
prevented plant acres;

• Offering special sign-ups 
through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program for 
assistance to plant cover crops; 
and

• Extending the deadline to 
report prevented plant acres in 
certain places.

To learn more, contact your 
FSA County Office or visit fsa.
usda.gov

USDA extends deadline
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Englund’s quiet nook in the 
woods is ‘Yard of the Week’

This week’s ‘Yard of the Week’ goes out to Lon Englund of Gatzke. This has to be one 
of the most serene yards around as it’s nestled into a well-maintained, quiet nook in the 
woods and just envelopes you in a peaceful feeling. Personal touches are all around Lon’s 
yard, including his flowers lining the front path and his weather forecasting station set 
up out in the yard. Photos by Grygla Eagle Newspaper

A Future Charger’s Basketball Camp was held last week in Grygla. Pictured above 
are the K-3 graders; pictured below are the 4-8 graders. The 2 day camp was hosted by 
the Chargers Junior Varsity and Varsity Girls Basketball players and Head Coach Elroy 
Johnsrud. Photos by Gretchen Smeby & Grygla Eagle Newspaper

The FUN-damental traveling volleyball camp was held in Grygla last week, hosted by 
Larry Woodbridge and Jason Heydt.

Larry “Woody” Woodbridge has been involved in coaching in the Midwest for the past 
25+ years, including: UND Fighting Sioux assistant coach, UM-Crookston assistant coach 
and Co-Director and coach for NVJ Junior Olympics. He has been the Director of FUN-
damental volleyball camps for 10+ years. Jason Heydt has been an established coach in 
the Grand Forks area for the past 25 years. Most notably, he has been involved with the 
Grand Forks Red River volleyball program for 14 years.

The GG Chargers FUN-damental Camp was held July 8-10 at the Grygla School. The 
7-12 graders had camp from 8am-12pm while the K-6 graders went from 1-3pm. Photos 
courtesy of Larry Woodbridge

What really goes on behind 
the scenes of a movie set? How 
does it pull together? What are 
the famous actors really like? 
Why are there so few books 
like this? Hollywood is protec-
tive of its secrets, and directors 
don’t let reporters roam around 
movie sets. One reporter man-
aged to get free reign for the 
five months of production, in-
cluding access to the produc-
tion crew, big name actors and 
director Jon Turteltaub. 

Award-winning journalist 
Meredith Jordan hits the road 
this summer to give her lively 
talk on how Hollywood really 
works based on the book, Below 
the Line: Anatomy of a Success-
ful Movie. Her interest began 
when she couldn’t find an in-
dependent book that covered it 
all in one place. All of it seemed 
controlled by the studios. She 
persistently reached out to dif-
ferent moviemakers about fol-
lowing from the inside, only to 
get a look of disbelief that said 
“no way that is going to hap-
pen!” Until one day, nearly 10 
years later, it happened. 

Last Vegas is a comedy 
about four retired guys who 
throw a bachelor party for the 

last one of them to get mar-
ried, has a stellar cast: Rob-
ert De Niro, Michael Douglas, 
Morgan Freeman, Kevin Kline 
and Mary Steenburgen. Jor-
dan’s talks are peppered with 
anecdotes about the actors, as 
you’ve never seen them, going 
to work like regular people.

But Jordan believes that it’s 
the professionals behind the 
scenes whose stories haven’t 
been told. These are the real 
people of the movie indus-
try—the production designer, 
costume supervisor, camera 
operator, the props depart-
ment, the artists and artisans, 
production assistants and ac-
countants, the director at the 
helm—all of whom stopped to 
explain to her how things hap-
pen and how movies are really 
made.

For example, the prop mas-
ter on Last Vegas also worked 
on the movie, Fargo. He talks 
about his time in the northern 
Midwest and working with the 
Coen Brothers during an im-
pending guild strike. You even 
find out where the infamous 
wood chipper is today!

Jordan says she excited 
to visit MN and the Dakotas. 

She’s looking for interesting 
things to see and do; let her 
know of your recommenda-
tions when you meet her. Who 
knows?  Maybe it will lead to 
another book!

Below the Line: Anatomy of 
a Successful Movie will be tour-
ing around the Midwest and in 
the area on July 28th at Fergu-
son’s Books and More in Grand 
Forks, ND. The author visit 
will take place from 12-2pm.

About the author:
Meredith Jordan is an 

award-winning journalist who 
spent 25 years working full-
time for east coast-based opera-
tions like Dow Jones & Co, Cox 
Communication and National 
Geographic, along with smaller 
newspapers, wires and maga-
zines. As a traditional journal-
ist, Jordan has never written 
about Hollywood, so she had 
no idea that reporters were not 
really welcomed on production 
sets. It took her nearly a decade 
to get onto a movie set. It’s also 
what sets this book apart from 
others because Jordan has a 
fresh eye and perspective on 
the movie making world. Jor-
dan, now lives on the outskirts 
of Los Angeles.

Of interest: Author touring Midwest 
this summer with tales from Hollywood

The ALS Walk/Run will be held Saturday, 
July 20, at the Roseau School. You can pick up 
your packets Friday, July 19, from 7-8pm or 
Saturday, July 20, from 7:15-8am at the West 
Entrance of the Roseau School. The first event 
starts at 8:30am on Saturday. Bounce games 
will be available for the kids.

The 20th Anniversary of the ALS Walk/Run 
honors and remembers all the individuals and 
families who have fought with this horrific dis-
ease.

Being honored are Father Don Braukmann 
of Bemidji, Annette Bruggeman of Thief River 
Falls, and Kris Jenson of Badger.

We also remember those who have succumbed 
because of this disease, including: Edwin Ander-
son, Eldon (Eldy) Anderson, Wendy Blais, Wes 
Blakeslee, Nancy Burggraf, Margie Douglas, 
Francine Fish, Abe Foss, Dorothy Didrikson 
Grotte, Mavis Johnson, Janet Jensen, Sylvia 
Jensen, Bob Kauppila, Ray Carlson, Evangeline 
“Vany” Larson, Clifford Nordine, Richard “Dick” 
Novacek, Marlow Martin, Melvin Mortensen, 
Silvia Raymond, Larry Rislov, Jack Ritteman, 
Wayne Hites, Chad Schmitz, Ellen Smith, Delsie 
Thiessen, and Orville Dybedahl. As you can see, 
many families in our area have dealt with ALS. 
Families are encouraged to bring a poster board 
of memories of their loved one to share.

This event started 20 years ago, mainly due 
to Lenni Billberg, who had a great interest in 
the history of sports and Lou Gehrig. ALS is also 
known as “Lou Gehrig’s Disease.” Lenni’s neigh-
bor, Nancy Burggraf, a well-known power-skate 
trainer, was diagnosed with ALS. Lenni wanted 
to help. Thus, the Make a Difference for ALS 
Walk/Run committee was formed. Many volun-
teers have kept this event active. The Roseau 
ALS Chapter has contributed over $1,500,000 to 
help fight this disease.

This event would not be possible without our 
wonderful sponsors. Platinum Level sponsors 
are Citizens State Bank, Border State Bank, 
Polaris Industries, and Roseau Public School. 
Gold Level sponsors are Wild 102 Radio, North 
Country Websites, Border Broadcasting (KQ92/
KRWB), Frank’s TV, LifeCare Medical Center, 
Super One Foods of Roseau, Hugo’s Family Mar-
ket Place, Roseau Electric Cooperative, Matt-
son Pharmacy/Dean Photo Express/Greenbush 
Pharmacy, Pearson Insurance & Financial Ser-
vices, Vance Thompson Vision of Fargo, Miracle 
Express, American Legion of Thief River Falls, 
and Northern Resources. Silver Level spon-
sors include Stoskopf Redi-Mix of Roseau, Karl 
Manufacturing Solutions, Inc., TruStone Wealth 
Management, Doug’s Supermarkets, Alive Out-
door Service, and Farmers Union Insurance.

20th Anniversary of ALS 
Walk/Run honors Individuals

Summer League has 
been happening every 
Tuesday night in Grygla 
and will continue through 
the month of July. Michael 
Lawrence puts up 3 of his 26 
points; Justin Kiesow tries 
to stop Ethan Schulz under 
the basket. Photos by Grygla 
Eagle Newspaper


