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Justin Benson Joins
American Federal Bank

Justin Benson

Justin Benson has joined
American Federal Bank in Foss-
ton as an Ag/Business Banker.
In this position he focuses on
serving the unique financial
requirements of his clients by
providing strategic financial
advice for their ag operations
and businesses.

Benson is originally
from Fargo, ND and holds a
Bachelor of Science in Agricul-
ture Economics from the North
Dakota State University.

American Federal is a finan-
cially strong, employee-owned
community bank with full-ser-
vice banking locations in Ada,
Crookston, East Grand Forks,
Fergus Falls, Fosston, Hallock
and Warren in Minnesota and
Fargo, Grand Forks, Northwood
and Wahpeton in North Dakota.

"Mapping Lives and
Discovering Connections"

Join poet and author Sean
Hill for this writers workshop,
"Mapping Lives and Discovering
Connections" on Thursday, June
26 from 11:00 AM to 12:30PM at
Watermark Art Center. No fee
to attend, but pre-registration is
required as space is limited. Call
Watermark at 218-444-7570.

Says Hill, " In this writing
class, we will map our lives and
explore the connections we can
build with poetry—nudging
words to find their place in syn-
tax, marrying disparates with
metaphor, stringing images and
thoughts in patterns of ideation
and emotion, connecting others

to our words—to illuminate con-
nections with the non-human
world. We’ll discuss poems
selected from A Literary Field
Guide to Southern Appalachia
and Cascadia Field Guide: Art
| Ecology | Poetry to guide this
exploration."

Come prepared to generate
ideas and share work written
during this time. Goals include
finding connections, furthering
exploration, spurring genera-
tion, and creating the makings
of a draft of a new poem.

For a full description and
more information regarding ex-
hibits, classes, or events contact
218-444-7570 or visit Water-
markArtCenter.org. Watermark
is accessible and there is no fee
to view exhibits or to visit the
retail gallery. Regular hours are
Monday - Saturday from 10am
to 5pm. Watermark is located at
505 Bemidji Ave N in Bemidji.

This activity is made possible
by the voters of Minnesota through
grants from the Minnesota State
Arts Board and the Region 2 Arts
Council, thanks to a legislative ap-
propriation from the Arts & Cultural
Heritage Fund. MNWC thanks the
BSU English Department, Extend-
ing Learning, and the College of
Creativity, Enterprise & Place, for
their support and encouragement.

Marc Olson, Bagley, a Navy veteran received a Quilt of
Valor from Louise Walker, who had constructed the quilt
especially for him. Louise is a member of the Headwaters
Quilt Guild and the Quilts of Valor Foundation.

Marc enlisted in the US Navy in 1967 and was honorably
discharged in 1971 after having served two tours of duty in
Vietnam. We welcome Marc back to his home community
after working for 35 years in Oregon and Washington. He is
a current member of the American Legion Irvin Blix Post
16. We thank him for his service to our nation to protect

our freedoms.

Libraries Announce "Wild About
Reading" Summer Reading Program

Go wild about reading with
your library this summer!
Lake Agassiz Regional Library
is bringing a jungle-themed
Summer Reading Program to
youth and teens in communities
in Becker, Clay, Clearwater,
Mahnomen, Norman, Polk,
and Wilkin counties. Beginning
June 1, participants can read
to win prizes as well as attend
educational and entertaining
programs at their local library
or library LINK Site.

Those interested in partici-
pating are encouraged to stop by
their local library or LINK Site
to pick up a reading log begin-
ning June 1. Information about
the program and event lists are
available at larl.org/explore.

The program will be offered

from June 1-July 31 at libraries
and LINK Sites in the follow-
ing communities: Ada, Bagley,
Barnesville, Breckenridge, Cli-
max, Crookston, Detroit Lakes,
Fertile, Fosston, Hawley, Mahn-
omen, McIntosh and Moorhead.
LARL’s LINK sites are found
in Cormorant, Frazee, Gonvick,
Halstad, Hendrum, Lake Park,
Rothsay, Twin Valley and Ulen.
A number of fun programs will
be held in connection with the
reading challenge, including
yo-yo performances by national
yo-yo master Dazzing Dave,
author visits, craft events and
much more. All programs are
offered free-of-charge. More
information is available at larl.
org and a full list of programs
can be found at larl.org/explore.
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MnDOT to host May 22 open
house for Highway 200 project
near Itasca State Park

Bemidji, Minn. — The public
is invited to attend a public
open house on May 22 at Itasca
State Park Visitor’s Center
to learn about this summer’s
construction plans for Highway
200, according to the Minnesota
Department of Transportation.

People can drop by from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday, May
22 at the Itasca State Park Visi-
tor’s Center, 36750 Main Park
Drive, Park Rapids. No formal
presentation is planned. People
can come and go on their sched-
ule. If you attend the meeting,
you can talk with project man-
agers, ask questions and receive
information about the project.

Beginning July 8, a MnDOT
contractor will be resurfacing
Highway 200 from Clearwater
County Road 2 to Highway 71
near the Itasca State Park. The
project also includes culvert

and guardrail replacements.
The project is expected to be
complete late-August, weather
permitting.

Highway 200 between Clear-
water County Road 2 and High-
way 71 will be detoured during
construction, but residents and
businesses will be able to access
their properties. Thru traffic
will not be allowed to ensure
safety of the workers. Thru
traffic will be detoured onto
Hubbard County Roads 3 and
9, as well as Clearwater County
Roads 2, 40 and 37.

The North and East en-
trances of the Itasca State Park
will remain open throughout
construction.

For more information on the
project and to sign up for email
updates, please visit www.
mndot.gov/d2/projects/hwy200-
itasca-state-park .

Two FREE Workshops in June

Come be a part of creating
an artistic destination for the
community to enjoy and learn
new skills with hands on experi-
ence. Community members (16
years and older) are invited to
attend two FREE Community
Workshops at Clear Waters
Life Center (CWLC) in Gonvick,
located at 226 Elm Street.

Workshop 1: “Creative Ce-
ment Workshop” will be taught
by Randy Helegeson, a local
mosaic and stone work artist.

Each workshop participant
will design creative elements
on a new sidewalk. Tuesday-
Thursday June 10-12, 2025.
The workshop will begin at 9:30
am each day, with a half hour
lunch break (bring your

will learn design and welding
skills, as a new sculpture on
the CWLC Gonvick grounds is
created.

This workshop will be Tues-
day- Thursday June 10-12,
2025. The workshop will begin
at 9:30 am each day, with a half
hour lunch break (bring your
own lunch) and finishing at 3
pm. Be a part of creating com-
munity art, these workshops are
free to attend.

These activities are made
possible by the voters of Min-
nesota through a grant from
Region 2 Arts Council, thanks
to a legislature appropriation
from the arts and cultural heri-
tage fund.

own lunch) and finishing
at 3 pm.

Workshop 2: “Found
Object Sculpture Work-
shop”. The instructor for
this workshop is Jay Jones,
a local artist who is a sea-
soned painter and sculptor.
Jay has presented many
metal art sculpture work-
shops in our communities.

Each attendee will be
mentored in the art of find-
ing and creating a “found”

object metal sculpture. You

Red Lake County Central 6th graders are promoted to 7th grade.

Back row: Kinsley Halvorson, Ellie Halverson, Davis Nelson, Ethan Stine, Charlie
Nelson, Axel Bren, Caelum Nelson, Levi Vettleson, Merrick Frizzle

Third Row: Walker Bergeson, Ty Dugstad, Ava Kolstoe, Olivia Vettleson, Avery Grove,
Alexia Olson, Odin Vasend, Aiden Anderson

Second Row: Trenton Miller-Lovelace, Keaton Landrus, Loryn Vettleson, Cambrie
Russell, Lola Hendrickson, Vanessa Majeres, Maci Magnell, Shawn Landrus, Jacob Lee

First Row: Jay Olson, Quentin O'Neill, Sabrina Rude, Emma Anderson, Logan Rahier,
Landon Brekke, Jack Kruchowski, Mason Toftstad, Levi Morinville. Photo courtesy
Andrea Eskeli . Not pictured: Malayna Hamm, and Ellie Seyller

RICHARDS PUBLISHING
IS STILL IN BUSINESS?

BUT RICHARDS PUBLISHING ISN'T!

Our employees are still here and ready to serve you.

The newspapers are retiring,

218-487-5225
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Whails Hapopening

AT KATIE'S PLACE

Home of Little Bobby's Music Museum
Mclintosh, MN

Monday, May 26, 2025 after Memorial Day Parade

FREE Spaghetti Dinner
for Veterans and their family

Everyone is welcome!

Wednesday, June 4, 2025 Women's Wednesday's
Take some time out with the Girl's. Our menu will be changing and
will be offering appetizers, finger food and more.

Cornhole for beginners or seasoned players

Sign up to play by calling 218-563-3008 at Katie's Place. We will
have group tournament play or just come to play and have fun!

June 6 Elvis will be back with a new twist!
Look for information on facebook.

Saturday, June 21, 2025 Shell Shock

playing classic rock music 9 p.m. to 1 p.m.

M10C
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By John Eggers

JohnRogerEggers.com, envi-
sion@paulbunyan.net, 20269
Irvine Ave NW, Bemidji, MN
56601, 218-766-9009

The 1996 Atlanta Olympics
required 10,000 volunteers to
assist. This would be an oppor-
tunity to do something different
so I applied and was accepted.
My responsibility was to assist
athletes in finding the correct
bus to transport them to their
practice sessions. Since only a
few could speak English, it was
not always easy.

As a token of appreciation for
their help, the volunteers were
given two pairs of pants, two
shirts, a pair of shoes, a watch,
and a straw hat. We were also
given some tickets to attend a
few of the Olympic sessions. The
highlight was the opportunity
to eat with all of the athletes in
the Olympic Village. Imagine
a tent the size of two football
fields filled with every kind of
food imaginable.

The Atlanta Olympics were
highlighted when Muhammad
Ali carried the torch to light the
Olympic flame. The low point
occurred on July 27, when a pipe
bomb detonated in Centennial
Olympic Park during the Olym-
pics, killing one person and
injuring 111 others. I passed
through the park every day on
my way to work.

Collecting Olympic pins is
a world-wide hobby. They give
collectors a sense of physical
connection to the games. Pins
have a wide range of values.
Some pins are rarer than oth-
ers. While some have significant
monetary value, most collectors
enjoy simply swapping pins
with others.

Simone Biles's golden heart-
shaped pin is the most coveted
and i1s worth well into the thou-
sands of dollars. The pins on
my Olympic hat range in value
from $5 to $25. The hat is worth
about $50. The memories of at-
tending the 1996 Olympics are
worth much more.

Polk County
Sheriff

Enforcement

toll scam

On 5-16-25 the Polk County
Sheriff's Office received a report
regarding a toll enforcement
scam. The text message states
the following:

From +63-930-713-9962

Final Notice: Enforcement
will begin after May 17st

As of today, your tolls are
still unpaid. If you still don’t
pay your tolls tomorrow, you
will face the following conse-
quences:

The DMV will suspend your
vehicle You will face legal action
and damage to your credit You
may be considered an illegal
driver

Please pay before enforce-
ment

Richards
Publishing
will be closed on
Monday, May 26th
1n observance of
Memorial Day.
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Elim Lutheran Brethren
Church

of ClearbrooRr is

Celebrating 70 Years

of God's Faithfulness on
Sunday, August 24th at 9:30 a.m.

Aworship service with Rev. Paul Larson
(formerly of ClearbrooR)
Pres. of the Lutheran Brethren Synod
sharing the message.
A meal will be served following the Worship Service
RSVP by Aug. 1st with the number of attendee's to:
elim70years@gmail.com
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We will be closed May 28-June 8th.

We will reopen Monday, June 9th.
Sorry for the inconvenience.
Watch Facebook for more updates

Kandi's, Kitchen

233 Main Street in Gonvick * 218-487-5312 R10C
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NO BINGO

WING NIGHT

License
1/32290-001]

Fri. & Sat., May 23rd & 24th - Shrimp
Every Tuesday - Smear Tournament at 6:00 p.m.

SHORTY'S PLACE,

CaRrol’s) Cozy/
Call in OR Check Facehook for specials!

Brooks, MN ¢ 218-698-4608

Friday, Saturday & Sunday

(©)
& May 23rd, 24th & 25th, 2025 COMING SOOR!
Serving 5:00-9:00 pm SPRING RAFFLE
* BBQ Ribs ¢ Broasted Chicken PARTY
* Ribs & Chicken SAT., JUNE 7TH
* Steak & Shrimp ¢ Ribeye Music by Honky Tonk

Troubadours 7 to 11 p.m.
Tickets available at the
Cozy for prizes.
More info next week.

Comes with Salad Barr,
Potato & Garlic Toast.
Friday ONLY - Walleye

BAR HOURS: Monday-

Saturday 8 a.m.to 1 a.m. Open Memorial Day
Sunday 11 a.m. to midnight at 10:00 a.m.

KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 9:00 P.M. DAILY

TUESDAY, MAY 27TH, 2025 « 6:30 PM

514#'s at $1,000 up to $1,000 maximum

SPONSORED BY:
The Mentor Firefighters

Relief Association

Lawful gambling license

“‘Mﬂ @ ostin #05817-003

PASSPORT
PICTURES
Call for

appt.
487-5225

Brooks, MN ¢ 218-698-4608

By ‘\;

FOR SALE

The City of Gonvick has
4 payloader tires for sale
(Michelin 20.5R25) $1,000
per tire or best offer, (only
being sold as a set of 4).

Please submit sealed
bids by May 28th to the city
clerk’s office at (170 Main
Street, Gonvick MN) or mail
to City of Gonvick, PO Box
128, Gonvick, MN 56644.

R9-10C

Our offices will be
CLOSED on Monday,
May 26th in observance
of Memorial Day.

R10C

Mentor Farmers’
Market 2025
OUR 18™ YEAR OF SERVING LOCAL
COMMUNITIES WITH LOCAL PRODUCTS!
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY
8 AM to 12 NOON
May 24th through Sept. 27th
(RAIN OR SHINE)
Mentor School yard (east)

Large variety of local foods, pro-
duce, baked goods, ready-to-eat
foods, flowers, gluten-free prod-
ucts, local honey, soap & lotion
products, BBQ sauce, freeze dried
candy,unique craft items and enter-
tainment.

A Food Truck will be there most
Saturdays.

Like us on Facebook @
Mentor Farmers Market

Wednesday, May 21, 2025
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Polk County Full-Time
Employment Opportunities:

RNI or RNII — Correctional Health — Public Health:
$33.44 — $44.90/hr.
Position Closes on Wednesday, May 28, 2025

Waste Combustor/Boiler Operator — Fosston Incinerator:
$28.61 — $36.25/hr.
Position Closes on Wednesday, May 28, 2025

Wellness Coordinator (WIC) — Public Health:
$31.55 — $39.96/hr.

Position Closes on Wednesday, May 28, 2025

Deputy Sheriff Patrol | - Il — Sheriff’s Office:
$31.55 — $42.36/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Sort Line Operator | - Il - Fosston:
$19.22 — $25.56/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

For a full job description, application, and general job
openings information, go to www.co.polk.mn.us and click on
“Careers” or call 218-281-5408 Polk County Administrator’s

Office. EOE R49tfc

NOW HIRING
WIN-E-MAC SCHOOL

Win-E-Mac School is hiring paraprofessionals, substitute
teachers, and substitute paraprofessionals for the remainder of
the school year.

Our paraprofessionals play a vital role in supporting students
and teachers in the classroom.

If you're interested in flexible work opportunities, consider
joining our team as a substitute teacher or substitute parapro-
fessional—perfect for those looking to support students on an
as-needed basis.

We offer a supportive team environment and the chance to
positively impact student experiences. If you enjoy working with
kids and want to be part of a great school community, we'd love
to hear from you!

For more information or to apply, contact Principal Casey
Reierson at 218-563-2900.

Join our team at Win-E-Mac to-
day!

M4-10C
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www.sollie.net www.sollie.net www.sollie.net

LAKE SEASON IS
FAST APPROACHING!

Whether you’re looking for your first cabin,

lake home, or simply a wooded lot on a lake,
let us help you find your lake property!

SELLERS - If you're thinking of selling, let us help you
make the process of selling a breeze!
Call today and let Sollie Realty assist you!
Fosston, MN
218-435-1525

T www.sollie.net
www.sollie.net www.sollie.net www.sollie.net

19U SI|[OS'’ MM  13U"3I1|[OS MMM

2025-2026 ELEMENTARY
SPEECH PATHOLOGIST

New Queen Innerspring Mattress $199, Full
Size $169, Twin $129, all sizes available, King
and Twin XL as well, with various selections
to choose from daily. Also Bunk Beds, Sofas,
Dressers, Tables, Recliners & more. Call
218-766-0064 - We deliver to a large rural
area. BROTHERS FURNITURE SINCE 2012

Parts for snowmobiles,
motorcycles, 3 & 4
wheelers for sale.

brothersdiscountfurniture.com RG-9C

Lots of vintage sleds.
Also buying parts/
machines.

WANTED

FOR SALE

Brookfield
Apartments

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, MN is accepting applica-
tions for MAY — 1 Bd openings. Accepting appl for all el-
derly and all handicapped/disabled persons. Rent is based
on 30% of your monthly adjusted gross income. Laundry
room facilities available & off-street parking. Resident Man-
ager onsite. Limited access entry. Active Community Room.
Applications and qualifications, contact Nicole at 218-751-
6881 or Laura at 218-407-7681. Applications online @
bemman.wixsite.com/bemidjimanagementinc

Call Tom's Recycling
218-686-7515

Red Lake County Central Schools is accept-
ing applications for a fulltime Speech-Language
Pathologist for the 2025-2026 school year. Ap-
plicants must have a MN PreK-12 Speech Pa-
thologist license.
Salary/Benefits
* $49,130-$79,733
* Health and Life Insurance
¢ Personal and Sick Leave, Earned Sick and Safe Time
(ESST)
* 403B Match and TRA Contributions
Interested candidates must submit the following:
« District Application
« Letter of Application
* Resume
* Credentials
* Copy of Official College Transcripts
» Three (3) signed Letters of Recommendation

OTZ-LvIN

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

Tillable land for rent.
Chad Dyrdahl
218-280-1015

R9-11C

For more information on MGCAN
ads call: 218-487-5225

Arizona driven 2009 Jeep-
Wrangler with only 67,000 miles.
Runs great with 3.8 V6 engine
and 6 speed manual transmission.
Good heater and AC. $12,500

Applicants interested in the position, should submit their com- OBO. Call 218-689-5533. Rs-11P

pleted application to:

Mr. Andrew Fougner, Principal
Red Lake County Central Elementary
PO Box 7, Plummer, MN 56748
218-465-4222

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
Application forms are available at www.rlcc2906.org

LAMINATING DONE from busi-
ness card size to letter size, while
you wait. Richards Publishing Co.,
Gonvick.

09-10C

ISD #2906 is an equal opportunity employer.
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Record Temperatures in Minnesota

By Eric Mickelson

We have probably all heard
the jokes about Minnesota
weather. The month of May
has proven that over again. One
joke I have heard is, “ Do you
know why they call it May?” Be-
cause it may rain, it may snow,
it may be 70 degrees or it may be
20 degrees! Well, we can even
blow that out of the water this
year being in the 90s instead!

In Minnesota this May over
100 temperature records were
broken. Actually the week of
May 9-16 nearly 150 records

were tied or broken! Northern
Minnesota, usually famous for
low temperatures got a little
carried away with tempera-
tures in the 90s and even 100
degrees being reported! My
wife’s uncle in southern Iowa,
well known for at least high
summer temperatures, mes-
saged us saying we are only
82 degrees today(at the time
Oklee, MN was reporting 88
degrees)! When I think of Inter-
national Falls, MN, I think of
Bronko Nagurski and of course
a town sometimes known as

Northwest Minnesota

218-435-1525

Leading The Way
For Real Estate In

609 Hllllgoss Blvd SE Fosston, MN 56542

4 TRI-COUNTY CANARY

the Ice-box of Minnesota! Well,
last Sunday, May 11th it was 96
degrees in International Falls-a
record high, in fact a record high
for the whole month of May!

By the way, the former re-
cord on that day in Interna-
tional Falls was 83 degrees!

Other cities or towns in Min-
nesota breaking records were:
St. Cloud 93*F, The Twin Cit-
ies 90*F(breaking a 125 year
record), Duluth 87*F, Brainerd
93*F, Baudette 97*F, Park
Rapids 92*F, Fargo, ND 95*F,
Grand Forks 99*F, Hallock
100*F!

In all 75 record highs were
recorded in Minnesota as well
as 15 places tying their record
high! Something I did not think
about was 54 record warm over-
night lows as well as 5 ties in
the same category!

This dry heat combined with
the gusty winds led to high
risk of wildfires also. The first
major fire was reported near
Brimson in St. Louis County.
It has been referred to as the
Camp House Fire. Many struc-
tures were damaged as well as

301 Lambert St - Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com * 218-796-5131
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
* Building Materials Sales * Windows & Window Treatments
¢ Paints & Painting Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!
\Qﬂﬁ'{e glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

places needing to be evacuated.
Another large fire developed
only around 10 miles away near
a place called Jenkins Creek.
Four large fires were reported,
three in St. Louis County and
one in Pine County near the
Wisconsin border. In all, ap-
proximately 37,000 acres were
burned in St. Louis County by
the three major fires: the Camp
House, Jenkins Creek, and
Munger Shaw fires. Air and
ground crews from Ontario and
across the United States came
to Minnesota to fight the fires.
Minnesota Governor, TIm Walz,
activated the National Guard
and their helicopters to assist
the fight.

The fires associated with
Minnesota’s unusual May
weather are extremely unfor-
tunate. We joke often about
winter weather here in Min-
nesota. This week’s possible
freeze warnings following the
record heat only goes to prove,
if you don’t like the weather in
Minnesota-wait 15 minutes and
it will change!

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

eee Please Call Us for a Quote eee

Eellsbuldlngeemisream °© POSt-Frame Buildings
* Building Materials « Garages

 Siding and Roofing ¢ Shops
e Windows e Homes

218-253-2585
P.O. Box 477 » 907 Main Avenue South
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

oupy

29 Gauge Painted or Galvanized Steel
Roofing or Siding Available.
CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING

BUCKLAND'S PAINTING

Hot Rubher Bin Sealing « Roof Coatings  Exterior Painting

Have a faded building, rusty roof, a leaky bin, or a bin leaking
around the bottom? We can help!
We carry a variety of paints and sealants to suit any need.
There is no job too far, estimates are always free, and we have
references available.

callortext (218) 689-9091

www.BucklandsPainting.com
We specialize in painting, coating, and sealing:
metal buildings, metal roofs, grain bins, quonsets, and fuel tanks.

R4-11C
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Ask a Trooper

by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Ques-
tion: I drive
truck for a
living. Can
you write
about people that cut us off?
These big riggs can’t stop on a
dime. It’s frustrating because
when they do that it can cause
a wreck.

Answer: Changing lanes
and cutting in too close in front
of another vehicle is always
dangerous, but it’s especially
dangerous to cut off a commer-
cial bus or truck. If you move in
quickly from either side, you're
likely to be in a blind spot, so
the driver may not see you in
time. Even if you're visible, the
vehicle may not be able to slow
down quickly enough to avoid
a crash because of the time it
takes to stop.

Commercial vehicles need
more stopping distance than

cars.

+ Stopping Distance: An av-
erage passenger car traveling at
55 mph can stop within 130 to
140 feet. A fully loaded tractor-
trailer may need more than 400
feet to stop completely.

+ Safe Following Distance:
Following a commercial vehicle
too closely reduces your ability
to see the road ahead. Maintain
a safe following distance and
position your vehicle so the
driver can see you in their side
mirrors. This will also give you
time to react if the commercial
vehicle stops suddenly.

* Headlights at Night: Com-
mercial vehicles have large side
mirrors that can reflect light.
When following a commercial
vehicle at night, always dim
your headlights to avoid blind-
ing the driver.

* Merging: When a commer-
cial vehicle merges into traffic,

it needs more time than a car
to accelerate and reach normal
speed. Be prepared to slow down
or change lanes to allow the
truck to merge safely.

+ Stopping on an Upgrade:
If you stop behind a commercial
vehicle on an upgrade, allow
space for the truck to roll back
slightly when it starts to move.
Position your vehicle on the left
side of your lane so the driver
can see you in the side mirror.

A portion of state statutes
were used with permission from
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions
concerning traffic related laws
or issues in Minnesota, send
your questions to Trp. Jesse
Grabow — Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West,
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.
(You can follow him on X @MSP-
PIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.
grabow@state.mn.us).

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

“It’s a
mystery” tis
often said
when things aren’t so clear
within our faith journey. That
statement is correct. Trusting
that God is God and we are
not—is wisdom at its finest.
Other times, things within our
faith journey are not so mys-
terious. Rather, they can be
blatantly blunt. I heard some
things mentioned today by oth-
ers on the airwaves that I'd like
to share.

The man on the radio was
making a point about the op-
position we face in this world.
Yes, the evil one does exist—and
you need not look far to see the
empty fruit of that one’s labors.

He went on to simply say
that the most effective weapon
to come up against evil is the
proclamation of the Gospel.
That wasn’t such an eye opener,
but it was a nice reminder. His
next statement is what captured
my attention, and it was some-
thing I did not know.

The man said, “If we are not
persecuted by proclaiming the
Gospel, minimally, we will be
ridiculed.”

Why did this catch my atten-
tion? I needed the clarification

The Mystery of Faith

between the two. Often, when
I've been ridiculed, I've taken
that as persecution. I never felt
comfortable calling it that and
today, I understood why.

Persecution is better under-
stood as suffering for rather
than merely being rejected or
being talked about when we are
try to live out our identity in
Christ through what the Gospel
is asking of us.

The man on the radio went
on to say, “Once God works in
your life, you can no longer be
mute. We can no longer remain
silent. Fidelity to our mission
is eminent as He, Jesus Christ,
never tires of calling us to
conversion.” The turning away
from that which is not of Him
and turning back towards Him
is the easiest way to describe it
which leads to transformation.

Conversion is not a once and
done deal. It can take place
daily, if not hourly, as we take
every thought captive. Will
what I say hurt my neighbor?
Will what I watch have an im-
pact on other little eyes around
me or on my soul? Will what I
decide not to do—be an omission
of sin as I perhaps am being
called to step up into ministry
that’s a bit uncomfortable?

That is no BULL!

By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

The Bull Tractor changed the
tractor industry forever. They
made the first lightweight farm
tractor. In the first year of pro-
duction they sold more tractors
than any other company in the
tractor business!! Seemingly
they had the greatest chance
of success of any tractor com-
pany. But unfortunately they
went out of business as fast
as they came in. The price of
the Bull Tractor was right and
sales were over the top, but the
tractor itself was not a durable
product.

For years farmers had been
asking for a smaller and more
affordable tractor and that is
what the Bull Tractor. A man
named P. J. Lyon asked D.
M. Hartsough and Ralph B.
Hartsough to design the Bull
Tractor. They got together and
designed a tractor with less
metal and it cost less money!
Their advertising slogan was
“The tractor sensation-does
the work of five good horses for
the price of two poor one!” One
farm implement magazine said
the Bull Tractor is....”extremely
simple and very durable!”

Unfortunately for the Bull
Tractor company the last part
about being durable was not
true. It was very simple with
only a few gears, but those gears
ran out in the open dust and the
dust did cause problems. The
company realized the Little
Bull tractor was in the end a
failure. They offered farmers
great trade in prices on the new
replacement Big Bull tractor.
The problem was in making all
the changes necessary the Bull
Bull was more than double the
price. The Bull Tractor went
from number one in sales in
1914 to seventh in 1917. By
1918, the company went out of
business.

I don’t recall if I have seen
a Bull Tractor at all the tractor
shows I have went to but I did
hear a bit of a story about one.
One day a few years ago at the
Oklee Cafe my family was in for
something to eat. I walked by a
table and seated there was Earl
and Bergit Swenson. As always
is the case with me I struck up
a conversation with Earl about
tractors. I am sure we talked
about the days when Swenson
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Equipment sold Massey trac-
tors. Then Earl began to tell
me about a tractor his dad had
bought “MANY” years ago. He
couldn’t remember the brand
name but as he described it to
me I said, “Was it a Bull Trac-
tor?” He said, “Yes!” Earl, who
at the time mind you was prob-
ably 96 years old at this time,
says I would sure like to get
one of those like my dad used
to have!! I love this story! Of
course I was not smart enough
to ask a few more questions of
Earl. But I am glad I heard
what I did and T wouldn’t have
put it past Earl to go out and
get one! Earl, thanks for the
story...... miss you!

How about a little
tractor trivia!

1. Where was the Bull tractor
manufactured?

A) Racine, WI B) Minneapo-
lis, MN C) Brantsford, Ontario
D) Winnipeg, Man.

2. What was unique about
the Bull’s design?

3. Why was it called the Bull?

Minnesota, Land Of 10,000
Lakes and 10 million ticks and
uncounted millions of mosqui-
tos!! Bites from mosquitoes
and ticks can make you sick
and they can spread germs that
cause diseases like West Nile
and Lyme disease. Tick expo-
sure can occur year-round, but
ticks are most active from April
to September in the United
States. (CDC.gov). In Minne-
sota, there are about a dozen
different types of ticks, but the
blacklegged tick (aka deer tick)
causes by far the most tickborne
disease. (MDH) For a map of
high-risk areas for tick diseases
in Minnesota see: https://www.
health.state.mn.us/diseases/
lyme/highrisk.html

You can Fight the Bite and
learn how to protect yourself
and loved ones from mosquito
and tick bites. Ticks live in
grassy, brushy, or wooded areas.
Avoid these areas with high
grass and leaf litter. Walk in
the center of trails to prevent
contact with ticks. Use Environ-

NORTH COUNTRY
HEALTH NUGGETS

(Clearwater, Hubbard and Lake of the Woods Counties)

mental Protection Agency (EPA)
registered insect repellents
containing DEET, picaridin,
IR3535, Oil of Lemon Eucalyp-
tus (OLE), para-menthane-diol
(PMD), or 2-undecanone. Apply
sun screen prior to insect repel-
lents. Always follow product
instructions. Do not use prod-
ucts containing OLE or PMD
on children under 3 years old.
When used as directed, EPA-
registered insect repellents are
proven safe and effective, even
for pregnant and breastfeeding
women. Remember to treat your
clothing and gear with products
containing 0.5% permethrin.

If you find a tick attached to
your skin, simply remove the
tick as soon as possible. A plain
set of tweezers works very well.
Check out the MDH website for
a short video on tick removal.
If you develop a rash, fever or
body aches within several days
to weeks after removing a tick,
see your doctor. Take a shower
within 2 hours of coming indoors
to help wash off unattached

ticks and to check your body for
ticks. Tumble dry clothes in a
dryer on high heat for 10 min-
utes to kill ticks on dry clothing.

Mosquitoes live throughout
the continental United States
and U.S. territories and they
bite day and night as we know!
To decrease your chances of mos-
quito bites, use air conditioners
and screens to keep mosquitoes
from coming inside. Empty
standing water. Mosquitoes
lay eggs in or near water. The
best ways to prevent mosquito
bites are much like preventing
tick bites. Use EPA-registered
insect repellents. Wear loose-
fitting, long-sleeved shirts and
pants. Wear clothing and gear
treated with permethrin. Con-
trol mosquitoes indoors and
outdoors.

Pets can also be bitten by
ticks and mosquitos and give
these pests a free ride into your
home. Vaccines are not avail-
able for most tickborne diseases
that pets can get. And vaccines
don’t keep pets from bringing

ticks into your home. Check
with your veterinarian to deter-
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they may have life and have it Sponsored by: Galli Furniture
to the full.”
I know it’s not easy when we
come up against clever schemes BAG LEY
of opposition. Some will be
persecuted and others merely VW &
ridiculed. Some will lose jobs, ﬂ r
and some will lose their lives
while others will merely be spat
upon. However, at each and
every turn, may we turn back
in trust by proclaiming to the
world at large that He is God S w
and we are not. May the Gospel
bear fruit as we plant the seeds Saturday, July 26th, 2025 ¢ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
of it in ways everlasting. Amen.
Name:
DBA:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone:
Email:
Type of Craft or Business:
What % are homemade:
MN Sales & Tax ID opt.:
All booth areas are 11'x11’ and will be set up in Galli Furniture Parking lot on pavement.
w N Cost per booth $20.00 * Checks Payable to Galli Furniture
4. What was the “cheap Must provide own tent that fits space. No electricity available. Return registration by July 20th.
price of the early Bull Tractor?
A)$500 B) $479  C) $399 | AGREE TO TERMS OF REGISTRATION
D) $335
5. What tractor that was # of booths requested: Total payment:
introduced in 1917 also helped ]
put an end to the Bull Tractor? Signature:
Answers: 1. B. Minneapolis 29 Main Street South, PO Box 160 * Bagley, MN 56621
2. 3wheels 3. Because of the 218-694-6266 or 218-766-6950 * email: galli@gvtel.com
one big “Bull” drive wheel. 4. D. R9-10C
$335 5. Henry Ford’s Fordson
WORDS
S EB UMUDUL ZTECZEMA AWM HBTITEFOTD
O RHONUBUOIDUR RIXMETGT BG Z I ED ﬁ\%‘ﬁg
S I LHEATTZFTETPT CNSBTLTETLTETE ANTEAGING
U HY S G E F M CS Z A ZY DY A X A A ANTIOXIDANTS
N I MPAUWRMHSCTTIT CUPESI RUTIIL CERAMIDES
S I I F L S L P O CHOW RTUCASET DL E %TQARSS(.)EAIQL
PP OZLAJXUHETTLATIUTIXA ANOH Conan
0O P CY 0O RCMGTI RIULIRNTEMMUH HT FX DRYNESS
T PUP CAUNTZGCSYEA AT CRSS L X F ECZEMA
S PEOTLUHABTETCSDSSO0BTITTET g("%b'i'#g
M OAPCAZDTITLTITETENT RAOTOTLTD oo
G R YNTULOLEXU P R RNUOADLGMSG HUMECTANT
E O ML FIAOUOU OUOMRYLEI BS X A HYALURONIC
M S U PNSDTIXUWPUTILSI RNILY Z B MO'SOTILLJ\?'ZER
I AHFETITENPTIFPT CSDSTCUD DEPTIDES
G C O H L NIMS SN NILUGNITIUGATITNA PORES
N ENL A BTD R RDUPAEOMT Z B N ROSACEA
R AFRDJSTI®PEMOTLTLTITENTNXDY SQIEIEJ,\L/:C
B T O0OTX C 2Z M E S EDTIMARYETCA A Z SPF
G I S S AHY AL URUOWNTIT G CLXDHA SUN SPOTS
a

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Answers on page 8

TRI COUNTY CANARY 5



Tri County Canawy Areav

NEWS

State parks, recreation areas and trails offer abundance
of recreation opportunities Memorial Day weekend

In preparation for the up-
coming Memorial Day weekend,
the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources (DNR)
is highlighting recreation op-
portunities across the state
park, recreation area and trail
system.

“We are honored to welcome
visitors for a weekend of out-
door recreation and reflection
over Memorial Day weekend,”
said Ann Pierce, DNR Parks
and Trails director. “State
parks, recreation areas, trails
and water recreation sites serve
as sanctuaries for people to
connect with nature, pass on a
love of the outdoors to younger
generations and create lasting
memories. We welcome every-
one to come out and enjoy the
beauty and healing powers of
nature.”

The DNR’s summer activi-
ties guide (mndnr.gov/sum-
merguide) is a great place to
start planning a Memorial Day
weekend outing to a state park,
recreation area, forest or trail.
The guide lists warm weather
activities for people of all ages
and interests.

Fish, birds, bogs and
more!

Many state parks and rec-
reation areas offer events and
programs led by interpretive
naturalists. Participants can
learn about wildlife, plants,
park history, outdoor skills
and more. There are 68 pro-
grams scheduled across the
state from Friday, May 23
through Monday, May 26. Most
naturalist events are free to
attend, though some require
reservations. Check the online
events calendar (mndnr.gov/

ptcalendar) for a full list of
programming.

Walk, pedal, roll and ride
on state trails

Minnesota offers more than
1,500 miles of state trails. Many
state trails are paved, making
them a great option for bikers,
in-line skaters, and people us-
ing mobility devices or strollers.
Some state trails are open to
motorized use or horseback rid-
ing. State trails do not require a
vehicle permit, but equestrians
need a horse pass and off-road
vehicles need to be registered
to use state trails. Find trail
maps on the state trails website
(mndnr.gov/trails).

Borrow equipment to try
a new activity

Most state parks and recre-
ation areas offer some equip-
ment that can be borrowed at
no charge, so visitors can try a
new activity before purchasing
their own gear. Fishing kits,
birding kits, kids’ discovery
kits and GPS units are avail-
able on a first come, first served
basis at many park offices. Find
what equipment is available
to borrow where on the DNR’s
borrow free equipment web
page (mndnr.gov/state_parks/
loaner.html).

Enjoy the water

Minnesota is known for wa-
ter recreation, and paddlingis a
popular activity. To learn about
state water trails for a paddling
trip, visit the DNR’s water trails
web page (mndnr.gov/canoeing).

If you don’t have a watercraft
of your own, 32 state parks offer
rentals, including canoes, kay-
aks and stand-up paddleboards.
Life jackets are included with
rentals. In addition, state parks

and recreation areas are home
to hundreds of lakes and many
swimming beaches perfect for
a day of play or relaxation. Use
the ParkFinder tool (mndnr.
gov/parkfinder) to find parks
with swimming beaches and
rentals.

Very limited camping
reservations are available

Camping and lodging in
state parks and recreation
areas requires a reservation,
and at this time, 94 percent of
available camping and lodg-
ing is booked for the three-
day Memorial Day weekend.
People looking for a camping
reservation will find the most
openings in northwest Minne-
sota. Locations with 10 or more
available campsites include
Hayes Lake, Lake Bronson, Mc-
Carthy Beach, Schoolcraft and
Zippel Bay state parks and Red
River State Recreation Area.
Campers looking for a one- or
two-night reservation will find
more openings.

Campers who don’t have a
reservation may consider state
forest campgrounds, where all
campsites are available on a
first come, first served basis.
Find these campgrounds on
the camping in Minnesota state
forests webpage (mndnr.gov/
state_forests/camping.html). To
pay state forest camping fees,
campers should arrive at the
campground, find a campsite,
then pay for their camping fees.
Camping fee payment can be
made online using information
at the campground. There is
also a mail-in payment option
for locations without good cell
service.

Check visitor alerts be-

NEED COPY
PAPER?

We have 20# copy paper!
$7.22 per ream (500 sheets)

Publishing Company

Richards Publishing Office
239 2nd Ave
Gonvick, MN

ougey

fore leaving home

State park and recreation
area websites post visitor alerts
to communicate important
information related to safety,
closures, construction projects
and other helpful details. Find
visitor alerts on individual park
websites (mndnr.gov/parks).

Practice campfire safety

Wildfire risk across Minne-
sota is currently high. Before
lighting a campfire over the
holiday weekend, check for
any burning restrictions in
the area on the DNR’s burning
restrictions webpage (mndnr.
gov/burnrestrictions). For a safe
campfire, use only dedicated
fire rings in campgrounds and
picnic areas. Always supervise
your fire; keep it small, not
tall; and make sure it’s fully
extinguished and there are no
smoldering coals before leav-
ing. Have a shovel and water
available at the campfire site
for extinguishing campfires.
For more tips, visit the campfire
safety webpage (mndnr.gov/
campfiresafety).

Expect crowds, purchase
permits in advance

State parks and recreation
areas are a popular choice
for Memorial Day weekend
outings, and we expect high
visitation levels. DNR recom-
mends buying vehicle permits
in advance at mndnr.gov/per-
mit. Visitor numbers typically
peak between 10 a.m. and 2
p.m. Visitors wishing to avoid
crowds can consider coming
earlier or later in the day. State
parks and recreation areas are
open for day use from 8 a.m. to
10 p.m. daily.

For more information about
any of the recreation opportu-
nities mentioned, visit mndnr.
gov.

Chicks have hatched on
the DNR FalconCam

Four newly hatched chicks
are now visible on the Minne-
sota DNR’s popular FalconCam
(mndnr.gov/falconcam). The
Nongame Wildlife Program’s
camera is in a nesting box in
downtown St. Paul and will
once again provide an intimate
look at peregrine falcons raising
their young.

The female of the nesting
pair laid four eggs between
March 31 and April 9, and all
four hatched over Mother’s Day
weekend. In these initial weeks,
the female will be the primary
parent, brooding and feeding the
chicks, with the male providing
support.

Watch the camera for feed-
ings, which will provide the best
looks at the chicks. Birds are the
primary prey for peregrines and
they will feed the chicks their
catches, which could be as large
as ducks. As the chicks grow,

IMPORTANT

they will become more active.

"DNR webcams provide a
connection to the wildlife all
around us,” Nongame Wildlife
Engagement Supervisor Jessica
Ruthenberg said. “This window
into the world of nesting birds
is just one way to engage people
of all ages in our mission to con-
serve at-risk wildlife.”

The recovery of peregrine
falcons is a Minnesota success
story. While still a species of
special concern in Minnesota,
they were once on the brink of
extinction. Minnesota popula-
tions were restored with the
help of falconers, the Midwest
Peregrine Society and the DNR
Nongame Wildlife Program.
Donations (mndnr.gov/donate)
to the Nongame Wildlife Fund
supported the restoration proj-
ect and continue to benefit Min-
nesota’s rare and vulnerable

wildlife.
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OBITUARIES

Erskine, MN, passed away
December 3, 2022, at Pioneer
Memorial Care Center in Er-
skine, MN. His wife, Janice
Raaen, age 87, of Erskine,
MN, passed away, on Tues-
day, December 3, 2024, at Es-
sentia Health in Fargo, ND.
A Memorial Service for
Janice and Vincent will be
held at 10:00 am on Satur-
day May 31, 2025, at Dovre
Lutheran Church, Winger,

Vincent Raaen, age 94, of

Obituary for Vincent Raaen

MN. Inurnment will be held
at Dovre Cemetery, rural
Winger.

Please feel free to sign the
guestbook, send condolences
and view other opportunities
which may be available on the
website.

Arrangements entrusted
to Anderson Family

Funeral Home of Mahn-
omen. www.andersonfami-
lyfh.com

Obituary for

John Sterling

John “Pete” Peter Ster-
ling, 88, of Bagley, MN, for-
merly of Clearbook, MN died
on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at
Essentia Hospital in Fargo,
North Dakota.

Memorial services were
held on Thursday, May 15,
2025 at 2:00 p.m. at Country
Faith Church in Clearbrook,
Minnesota. Interment was
held at Elim Lutheran Cem-
etery in Clearbrook, Minneso-
ta. The Cease Family Funeral
Home of Bagley assisted the
family with arrangements.

Pete was born on May 28,
1936 in Lisbon, North Dakota
to John and Elizabeth (Neu-
dorf) Sterling. Pete was a
farmer through and through,
raising Charolias cattle. He
lived in Clearbrook for over
70 years. He was a member
of Country Faith Church. He
had a great interest in politics
and liked to read. Pete was
kind and had a keen sense
of humor. He enjoyed the
simple life.

Pete is survived by his sis-
ter, Reggie Sterling; his nieces
and nephews, Don Heitmiller
of Minneapolis, MN, Jean-
nine Thomas of Mountain-
burg, Arkansas, Judy (Wax)
Mulcahy, Pam Mulcahy, Tim
Mulcahy, Kathy Sterling,
and Mark Sterling; along
with all beloved great nieces
and nephews in his extended
family.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, John and
Elizabeth Sterling; and his
siblings, David Sterling, Meta
Sterling Westphal, Remko
“Bud” Sterling, and Tina
Sterling.

Messages of condolence
may be sent to ceasefuneral-
home.com

Obituary for
Doris Eggen

Doris Florence Eggen, of
Thief River Falls, Minnesota,
passed away with her family
by her side on May 9, 2025, at
her residence at the age of 92
years, 1 month, and 19 days.

Visitation was held at 10
AM on Saturday, May 17,
2025, at the Johnson Funeral
Services. Funeral services
were held at 11 AM Saturday,
May 17, 2025, at Johnson
Funeral Services, Thief River
Falls, MN. Lunch will follow
the service. Burial was held at
St. Petri Lutheran Cemetery,
Grygla, MN.

Doris was born on March
21, 1933, in Grygla, Min-
nesota, to Adolph and Hulda
(Rue) Christianson. She was
baptized and confirmed in the
Lutheran faith and attended
school in the Grygla area.

Throughout her life, Doris
worked in a variety of roles
that reflected her strong work
ethic and dedication. She

spent time working in the
potato fields of North Dakota
and later at Arctic Cat. Along-
side her husband, Clifford
Eggen, she also helped care
for honeybees and accompa-
nied him on trips to Texas
as part of their beekeeping
endeavors.

Doris found great joy in
spending time with her grand-
children and great-grandchil-
dren. She also enjoyed yard
work and devoted herself to
caring for her parents.

She is lovingly remem-
bered by her children: Kathy
(Duane) Langness of Thief
River Falls, Kaydell (Pat)
Halling of Hawley, MN and
Theresa (Ken) Witucki of
Little Falls, MN; grandchil-
dren, Kelly Langness of Thief
River Falls, Chris (Kelly)
Langness of Phoenix, Arizona,
Kayla Hammond of Barnes-
ville, MN, Travis (Jana) Hal-
ling of Hawley, MN, Hannah
Enger (Dane Peterson) of
Little Falls, MN and Sam
Witucki of Little Falls, MN;
great-grandchildren, Paisyn,
Huntley, Ayrrow, and Whityn
Hammond, June and Dean
Halling, Waylon, Tillie and
Tessa Enger; sister in law
Joyce Brewster of Thief River
Falls, MN and niece Marcie
(Gordy) Moe of East Grand
Forks, MN; including Kelly’s
dog Zander; and many other
relatives and friends.

Doris was preceded in
death by her parents, Adolph
and Hulda Christianson; hus-
band, Clifford Eggen; sister,
Edna Johnson; brothers, Neil
and Eldon Christianson; and
other friends, and relatives.

021-9d

Obituary for

William Kerssen
William (Bill) F.T. Kers-

Orlando, FL. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at 2:00 p.m.

Carlin Funeral Home in Foss-

the service (about 3:00 p.m.)
are with Carlin Family Fu-

be shared at www.carlinfu-
neral.com.

service — service to his coun-
try, his community, his faith,
and above all, his family.

A proud U.S. Army Vet-

achieving the
rank of Sergeant
and completing
a tour overseas
in Germany. Af-

sen, Jr., age 73, passed away
on Saturday, April 26th, in

on Sunday, June 1st, at the

ton with the Rev. Stephanie
White officiating. Visitation
will be held for one hour prior
to the service. Share your
favorite memories and enjoy
some refreshments. Everyone
is invited to the graveside
committal service following

at Bethel Cemetery, rural
Winger, MN. Arrangements

neral Service of Fosston and
messages of condolence may

Bill lived a life devoted to

eran, Bill served honorably

ter his military service, he

remained committed to giv-
ing back, volunteering with
Straight Street Orlando to
support their mission of feed-
ing the homeless.

Bill was deeply involved in
faith-based communities, ac-
tively participating in groups
such as Fellowship Riders,
the I Am Second movement,
and the Christian Motorcycle
Association. His life was a
reflection of his strong values
and generous spirit.

Family was the heart of
Bill’s world. He found his
greatest joy in spending time
with his children and grand-
children — especially during
camping trips and tubing
adventures on the Rainbow
River. Summers in north-
ern Minnesota with loved
ones were among his favorite
memories.

Bill’s legacy is one of love,
laughter, and unwavering
faith. His spirit will live on
in the lives of all who were
blessed to know him.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, William and
Lorraine Kerssen; his infant
brother Roger Kerssen, and
his sister, Linda Sisell.

Bill is survived by his be-
loved children: his son Mat-
thew Kerssen; daughters
Marissa Ryan (Brendan), and
Alicia Kerssen; and his “bo-
nus son”, Ryan Longtin. He
was a proud grandfather to
Kara Longtin, Heather Ilchuk
(Dakota), Skylar Simpson,
Marlee Larson, Alexa Lar-
son, Sebastian Caez-Kerssen,
Xavier Caez-Kerssen, Lacey
Ryan, and Cole Ryan. He is
also survived by his siblings
Elaine (Keith Mack), Laurie
Bursheim (Bob), and Mark
Kerssen (Sue); as well as
many cherished nieces, neph-
ews and dear friends —includ-
ing Frank and Cookie Knight.

Submit obituaries to
richards@gvtel.com
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Obituary for

Kenneth Nordlund

Kenneth V. Nordlund,
born November 26, 1947,
passed away on May 15, 2025.

Ken Nordlund was the
first-born child of Joel Nord-
lund and Enice Sandland,
growing up on a farm in
Clearbrook, Minnesota near
the headwaters of the Missis-
sippi with his younger brother
Kelly and sister Kathy.

While a student in animal
science at the University of
Minnesota, Ken also took
journalism and art courses,
and began dating fellow stu-
dent Jean Davies his senior
year. Upon graduating in
1969, he received his diploma
and his military draft notice.
With the war in Vietnam at
its peak, becoming a 2-year
draftee meant
likely serving in
infantry. Prefer-
ring to avoid com-
bat, he enlisted for
a third year which gave him a
choice of military occupation.
After basic training, he was
sent to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center to train as a
Veterinary Technician.

In June of 1970, he mar-
ried Jean and three weeks
later flew to Vietnam for 365
days. Stationed in Long Binh,
he cared for sentry dogs that
guarded the largest ammuni-
tion depot in the world which
was sprayed with Agent Or-
ange defoliant every ninety
days. When his army stint
ended, he took advantage of
the financial support offered
by the GI Bill and applied to
the University of Minnesota
School of Veterinary Medi-
cine. After five more years,
Ken received his DVM de-
gree and accepted a job with
the Lake Region Veterinary
Center. He and Jean moved
to Fergus Falls, Minnesota
where their family grew to
include four sons within five
years.

While in private veterinary
practice, Ken created a pre-
ventive medicine approach to
dairy herds, developing a nu-
trition service to prevent dis-
ease. Speaking frequently at
regional and national veteri-
nary meetings, Ken received
the award for Excellence in
Preventive Veterinary Medi-
cine at the American Associa-
tion of Bovine Practitioners
(AABP) in 1986.

In 1989 after twelve years

with the LRVC, Ken was
invited to join the faculty
at University of Wisconsin-
Madison, School of Veterinary
Medicine. By then he had
the reputation of being one
of the most innovative and
influential dairy practitioners
in the United States. He took
great pleasure working with
the UW team to improve cow
comfort and impact positively
the lives of dairy families
around the globe. Ken and
Jean returned the kindness
of being guests in the homes
of their international friends
by hosting a multitude of
them in their own home. In
2013, Ken received recogni-
tion as the World Dairy Expo
Industry Person of the Year.
Ken retired from UW as an
Emeritus Professor in 2014,
leaving an indelible legacy for
the University of Wisconsin
and the dairy industry.

On a personal note, very
few people could claim to
enjoy music more. When Ken
was a kid, a traveling sales-
man sold his family an accor-
dion and he took the lessons.
He played the trumpet all
through high school, then
learned to play the banjo in
Vet school and longed to be
a rock star. He had a curated
record album collection from
the ‘60s and “70s envied by his
four sons. Always as much an
artist as a scientist, Ken was
an avid landscape designer,
his own garden being one
featured during the Olbrich
Home Garden Tour in 2021.
During retirement, he worked
to restore a native prairie ad-
jacent to his home. Ken took
pleasure writing his annual
Christmas letter and most
recently wrote a memoir of
his life. He was married to his
best friend Jean for a lifetime,
like a pair of geese.

Ken is survived by Jean,
his brother Kelly Nordlund
(Linda) and his sister Kathy
Brandt (Brian) in Minnesota,
his four sons - Peter (Erin
Nordlund) in California; Ste-
ven (Lorraine Gaynor) in
Towa, Paul (Anna Shmagel)
of Illinois, Thomas (Jennifer
Chilstrom) in Merida, Mexico,
his six grandchildren - Jack-
son and Grant, Maeve and
Zeke, Maya and Evan, and
his two sisters-in-law Donna
Davies (Denny Jespersen) in
California and Diane Schultz
in Florida.

A celebration of life will be
held at Olbrich Gardens in
Madison, Wisconsin in early
August. Another Celebration
is being planned at Oak Park
Lutheran Church in rural
Clearbrook, Minnesota where
Ken grew up.

The family thanks Dr.
Glenn Liu with the UW
Health Carbone Cancer Cen-
ter for his care of Ken over
the past six years. Ken’s
prostate cancer metastases
were presumably related to
Agent Orange exposure while
in Vietnam. Ken joined the
“cancer club” in 2018, but
still considered himself to be
a lucky man.

Obituary for

Renae Bakke

Renae Lynne Bakke, of
Gonvick, MN, passed away
on Monday, May 12, 2025,
at Diamond Willow Memory
Care in Detroit Lakes, MN,
with her family by her side,
after a four year battle with
Early-onset Alzheimer’s. She
was 61 years old.

Renae was born on July
11, 1963, in Minneapolis, MN.
When she was nine months
old, she was adopted by her
parents, Earl and Eunice
Petterson, and brought home
to Berner, MN. She grew
up with one brother, Mark,
whom she adored. She at-
tended Gonvick-Trail School,
where she earned the repu-
tation of “The Driver” and
could often be seen cruising
around town in “The Boat”.
She graduated in 1981 as the
class clown — a label that she
always lived up to. She was
proud to be a Bulldog.

During her senior year
she started dating the love
of her life, David Bakke, and
on March 26, 1982, they were
married in Aberdeen, SD.
They moved to Watford City,
ND, and in August, they wel-
comed their first child, Jon.
They came back home to Gon-
vick in October, and Renae
became a stay at home mom
and started doing daycare.
In February 1985, they had
their second son, Jason. She
continued babysitting until
1989 when she became a para
in Gonvick. In 1994, they had
their third child, a daughter
named Mandi who completed
the family.

In 1998, Renae went to
college at Bemidji State Uni-
versity to become a teacher
and she graduated summa
cum laude in 2000. She long-
termed subbed for Mandi’s
kindergarten class and was
then hired by BRIC to teach
Early Childhood Special Edu-
cation at the Clearbrook-Gon-
vick School. She did that for
thirteen years before going to
Mahnomen, where she taught
for one year. She then went
back to Clearbrook-Gonvick
to teach DCD for one year
and then to Red Lake, where
she taught Early Childhood
Special Education for five
years until May 2021. She
was a beloved teacher, and
every student she taught had
a special place in her heart.
A highlight of the year was
always bringing the class out
to the farm to see all the ani-
mals, go for a long walk, and
collect frog eggs to bring back
to the classroom.

Renae loved everything in
nature, but especially feeding
the hummingbirds, watching
the geese and swans, and
seeing the crane return to the
Lost River every year. She
loved the smell of the lilacs
in the spring and the beauti-
ful, vibrant leaves in the fall.
She loved to find things in the
clouds and to look at the stars
and the Northern Lights.
She loved to go for walks at
their farm, where she would
quite literally go over the
river and through the woods.
She loved to collect rocks
and feathers and was always
quick to help an animal in
need - whether it was moving
a turtle off the road, nursing
a bird back to health, rescu-
ing the red-tailed hawk that
had a broken wing, or setting
free a hummingbird that had
gotten into the garage. But

she was known as the snake
killer at home - a reputation
she earned as a child when
she would keep their dead
bodies in jars in the fridge.
This trait was much to the
relief of David, who is terrified
of them. She went on a spree
one summer when she found a
burrow outside their bedroom
window. She loved the many
pets she had throughout her
life, which included dogs, cats,
horses, rabbits, chickens, and
a few birds.

She loved to travel and
took her family on many won-
derful trips - some of which
were cruises to the Bahamas
and a trip to Washington
State, where we had a snow-
ball fight on the 4th of July.
She loved to go to the movie
theater — especially to see a
rom-com. In the 2000’s she
found her biological family
and she enjoyed getting to
know them. She loved be-
ing a wife, a mom, a sister,
a friend and a teacher. But
the thing she loved most
was being a grandma. She
became a grandma in 2011
and was blessed with four
grandchildren and six bonus
grandchildren - all girls! She
loved spending time with
them - going on walks and
ranger rides, playing outside
and in the house, doing crafts,
baking, watching the sunrise
and simply sitting on the
couch getting all the cuddles.

Renae’s kindness, gener-
osity and fun-loving spirit
made an impact on all who
knew her. Her smile and
laugh could light up a room.
She was always thinking
of others and loved to help
people in any way she could.
She served her community
through the Samhold Ladies
Aide, being a Sunday School
teacher, and as deacon on the
church board, as a member of
the Gonvick-Trail All School
Reunion Committee, and as
a member of the Gonvick
American Legion.

Renae will be greatly
missed by her husband, Da-
vid; her children Jon (Kend-
ra), Jason (Alisha) and Mandi
(Gunner); her granddaugh-
ters, Claire, Emmalynn,
Piper, Katelynn, Serenity,
Emma, Erika, Brin, Bristol
and Rylee; her brother Mark;
her sibling-in-laws, Bren-
da (Rick), Lynette, Wayne
(Kathy), Bruce (Judy), Nor-
man, and Beth; and her be-
loved pets - her dog, Ginger
and her cats, Walking Cat,
Rascal, and Ruby; and many
wonderful friends, cousins,
nieces and nephews.

She is reunited in Heaven
with her parents, Earl and
Eunice; her beloved fam-
ily, Roy, Winnie and Grace;
her sibling-in-laws Randy,
Mervin, and Judy (Donny);
her niece, Colleen; her grand-
dog, Luna, her dogs — Bella,
Buttercup, Brandi, Shadow
and Macy and her cats — Ti-
ger, Cubby, Fluffy, Mama
Cat, Teddy, Mitten and Kitza;
and all of her childhood pets.
We can only imagine the walk
she took them on when they
were reunited.

We will miss her forever.

Visitation was held on Sun-
day, May 18, 2025 at Cease
Funeral Home in Bagley, MN
from 2-4PM with a prayer
service starting at 3PM. The
funeral was held at Samhold
Lutheran Church in Gonvick,
MN on Monday, May 19, 2025
at 11AM with a visitation
starting at 10AM.

Honorary Pallbearers are
Renae’s dearest friends; Terri
Mathis, Wendy Basinger, Gail
Crane, Brenda Skarison, Peg-
gy Arlaud and Patty Hanson.

We would like to give a
special thank you to Dia-
mond Willow Memory Care
in Detroit Lakes who provided
excellent care for Renae for
11 weeks, to Knute Nelson
Hospice (Vivie) who were
there for us and her for the
last 2 weeks, and to those
who visited Renae at home
or in Detroit Lakes —it meant
the world.

Updated Obituaries on

our website
www.tricocanary.com
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Bemidji Speedway “2025 Car Show”

5/17/2025

By Dennis Peterson

Bemidji Speedway officially
kicked off the 2025 racing sea-
son on Saturday May 17 with
the annual car show held at
Roth RV. The event brought
out 39 new shiny ready to race
cars on a cloudy and rainy day
postponing the planned for
practice that afternoon. The
practice time was changed to
Sunday the 18th.

The car show was special
time for all ages with face paint-
ing, snacks, and a special young
lady, who happens to be a big
race fan, 9 year old Sophia Led-
ford. Sophia had her “Sophia’s
Lemonade” stand at the show
racing funds for her uncle Jon
who is in poor health and in
need of hospital care.

The racing season kicks of
Memorial Day weekend with
the annual “Chicken Shack Na-
tionals Jack Sparby Memorial”
races on Sunday and Monday.
Sunday’s races will start at
4:PM while the Monday race
will begin at 2:PM. All classes
will be running with Bemidji
Mini Stocks, Wissota Hornets,
Pure stocks, Mod Fours, Mid-
west Modifieds, Super Stocks,
Modifieds and new this year
Wissota Street Stocks will ap-
pear on select nights.

Up coming events at the
track in June are “Yound Guns
Night” on June 1 with all driv-
ers under 20 introduced. Regu-
lar race night on June 8th.
June 15 will bring “Women
in Motorsports” with all the
women racing introduced and

all women in attendance re-
ceiving $10. Admission. June
22 brings the mighty Wissota
Late Models to the track. And
on June 29th always a highlight
of the summer the “Meet The
Drivers, Kids Night” with all
Kids 12 and under receiving
free admission and allowed on
track during intermission to
meet the drivers and pick up
autographs and treats.

Other very special events in
July brings Hall of Fame night
on July 13th, and for the first
time in many years Paul and
Babes Tractor Pull on Saturday
July 26th.

Many of the drivers ex-
pressed excitement for the
new season and when asked
what their goal was for the
season here is what they had to

say. Alan Olafson “Consistent
Top Five”, Jeff Reed “Track
Championship”, Nic Lewis
“3 wins and Improve points”,
Josh Beaulieu “Have fun”,
Deryk Weleski, “Keep it rub-
ber down”, Devyn Weleski, “2
wins”, Chris Dudley, “Show up
and no rolls”, Billy Binkley, “No
wrecks”, Caylyn Binkley, “Keep
it pretty”, Matt Sparby, “Enjoy
the racing with my family and
my race family”, Alexa Sparby,
“Win a race”, Skyler Smith,
“Just race and have fun”, Kevin
Bahr, “Have fun and watch
grandson Jayden Improve over
last year”.

Track owner and promoter
Tonja Stranger is excited for
the new season and looks for-
ward to opening weekend.

Bulk Mailing Services!

Richards Publishing
can do bulk mailing for
you at a reduced rate!
Need designing services?

Our graphic designer can
help you out! ——

Business Cards

Printing Services

Full Color or Spot Color
Front and Back Copy Options
Coated or Uncoated Options
Vertical or Horizontal Layout
Specialty Options:

Magnetic, Foldover, Synthetic
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www.TriCoCanary.com is supported by these advertisers
Visit our website www.TriCoCanary.com
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Cust first. Carol’s
ANDERSON WELL Bar | Clearbrook
DRILLING & REPAIR 193 Main St & ..
Home: 218-776-2486 South cril1 1Collision Center
Cell: 218-688-1400 Clearbrook

On Main in Brooks
218-698-4608

(218) 776-3144
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The Northern
State Bank
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249 1st Ave, Gonvick
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Secancty | Thankyou to our advertisers for making our website possible!
STATE BANK
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