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Ice conditions across the 
state are changing rapidly fol-
lowing rain, warm weather, and 
wind, and anyone who plans to 
head out must prioritize their 
safety, according to the Min-
nesota Department of Natural 
Resources. In some areas in 
the southern half of the state, 
the ice-to-open water transition 
occurred within a matter of days 
and boats already are starting 
to appear on the water.

This past weekend alone, 
DNR conservation officers and 
their public safety partners 
were involved in at least three 
rescues of people who’d fallen 
through the ice. There were 
additional reports of recre-
ational vehicles and trucks 
going through as well.

Families are invited to at-
tend a performance of "Imagina-
tion Theater" a family-friendly 
show featuring puppetry, songs, 
stories, and audience participa-
tion, scheduled at a variety of 
local libraries. The program will 
feature Michael Paul Gallo, a 
retired Minnesota State Uni-
versity Moorhead professor of 
Early Education and Literacy. 
The program is appropriate for 
all ages and is geared for youth 
ages 3-10.

The tour is sponsored by 
Lake Agassiz Regional Library 
and will include visits to the fol-

Governor Walz 
Signs Bipartisan 
Legislation

On Monday, Governor Walz 
signed a bill that amends finan-
cial reporting requirements for 
grain buyers. The legislation 
will help ensure timely financial 
reports from grain buyers while 
substantially reducing the cost 
of annual financial reporting 
required for small grain buyers.

“Prosperity for our small 
farmers is not a partisan issue. 
I’m glad to see legislators come 
together in a bipartisan way to 
get this done,” said Governor 
Walz. “In the coming weeks 
and months I look forward to 
working with legislators of both 
parties to find more ways to 
lower costs and improve life for 
Minnesotans.”

Budget includes additional 
responsible cuts, protects in-
vestments made last session

Budget maintains original 
proposals to curb growth in 
spending, lower sales tax, com-
bat fraud, hold health insurers 
accountable for rising costs

[ST. PAUL, MN] – Governor 
Tim Walz today released his 
revised budget for the next 
biennium. The revised bud-
get includes just under $250 
million in additional ongoing 
reductions in FY 28-29, paired 
with small, primarily one-time 
investments in critical work, 
including funding to respond 
to Avian Influenza and law 
enforcement training. 

“This budget is fiscally re-
sponsible and prioritizes the 
programs that will set Minneso-
tans up for success for genera-
tions to come,” said Governor 
Walz. “By addressing the bud-
get challenges we face today, 
we’re setting Minnesota up for 
long-term success and protect-
ing the resources necessary 
to make Minnesota the best 
state to live, work, and raise a 
family.” 

Investments in the revised 
budget will support the state’s 
response to Avian Influenza 
and provide additional funding 
for law enforcement training 
through the Philando Castile 
Memorial Training Fund. The 
budget leaves over $2 billion on 
the bottom line in FY 26-27 and 
incudes roughly $250 million in 
additional ongoing reductions in 
FY 28-29.  

“The revised budget cur-
tails spending growth while 
maintaining key services that 
improve Minnesotans’ lives,” 
said Minnesota Management 
and Budget Commissioner Erin 
Campbell. “This budget is fis-
cally responsible and recognizes 
the need to take action now to 
address the imbalance in rev-
enues and spending long-term.” 

The Governor’s revised bud-

By Eric Mickelson
Some of you have maybe read 

my tractor articles in the paper 
for the last several years. Re-
cently I did a few stories about 
barns. Can you tell…..I am a 
“farm boy” and am one of those 
with farming in my blood!

Well, maybe you have also 
heard the saying, “A day late 
and a dollar short!” Sometimes 
that is me also! I have wanted 
to write a bit about March being 
Ag Month! Now that March is 
almost over I am finally getting 
around to it!

When I was a teacher I often 
subscribed to a little magazine 
called the AG MAG! It was put 
out by a group called Minnesota 
Agriculture in the Classroom, 
and I loved it. Usually about 
March, I would concentrate on 
studying agriculture in Min-
nesota, through this magazine!  
The magazine did a good job of 
letting the readers know when 

With ice conditions changing rapidly, 
Minnesota DNR urges extreme caution

“The ice in many areas has 
degraded significantly in recent 
days, bringing a quick end to 
what had been a good ice sea-
son,” said Nicole Biagi, DNR 
Enforcement ice safety coordi-
nator. “If people still choose to 
go out on the ice, we urge them 
to have a plan in place in the 
event they fall through.”

Biagi offers the following 
tips for staying safe on late-
season ice:

• Spring ice might appear 
thick, but that does not mean 
that it is safe. Warm weather 
has weakened the ice so it can-
not support as much weight 
as it could earlier in the year. 
Anyone heading out should 
double the DNR’s ice thickness 
recommendations.

• Ice can deteriorate quickly 
on a warm, sunny day. Be 
aware that the path onto the 
ice in the morning might not be 
safe for the return home in the 
afternoon.

• Wearing a life jacket or 
float coat and ice picks is the 
best way to survive an unex-
pected fall into water that’s 
extremely cold. Even the best 
swimmers are more likely 
to drown in cold water as it 
causes hyperventilation and 
zaps strength.

• People should go with 
a buddy and let others know 
where they’re going and when 
they plan to return.

For more information, check 
out the DNR website (mndnr.
gov/icesafety).

March is Agriculture Month

we talk about agriculture it is 
an industry that encompasses 
more than just farmers. The 
production part, yes, is about 
farmers. But there is also pro-
cessing, milk processing plants, 
feed mills, the sugar beet facto-
ries, meat processing, vegetable 
canning, and the list goes on 
and on. These professions are 
in the field of agriculture! After 
that is the distribution part. 
That can be truck drivers and 
anyone who is working to get 
the product to the consumer. 
Technology is becoming more 
and more important as ship-
ments are tracked by GPS and 
farms and processing plants use 
more and more technology to 
make their jobs easier. 

We live in an agricultural 
area so I would often quiz my 
fifth graders and they were 
surprised at this statistic. What 
percentage of Minnesota resi-
dents are actually farmers, 

those directly involved with 
production agriculture. Some 
guesses would be over 50%. 
Actually 1.9% of Minnesota 
residents are actually farm-
ers! There are approximately 
112,000 farmers in Minnesota! 
Now of course agriculture is ac-
tually one of the biggest indus-
tries in Minnesota. The whole 
spectrum of Agribusiness again 
includes all of those involved 
with production, processing, 
and distributing agricultural 
products in our state! 

How about a little Min-
nesota Ag Quiz?!?

1. What livestock commodity 
does Minnesota rank number 
one in?

2. Name a crop that Minne-
sota is #1 in the production of?

3. Where does Minnesota 
rank in the production of oats?

4. Where does Minnesota 
rank in total crop production?

5. What agricultural coop-
erative is ranked number one in 
the United States in the areas of 
energy, supply, food and grain?

Answers: 1. Turkeys   2.  
Sugar Beets   3. 3rd in oat 
production   4. 5th, Minnesota 
is 5th in the US in crop produc-
tion.  5.  The #1 Cooperative 
in the US is CHS, based in St. 
Paul, MN

Eric Mickelson
Green Magazine
Richard's Publishing
Oklee, MN 56742
218-791-9157

Michael Paul Gallo.

Imagination Theatre Performances 
Scheduled at Local Libraries April 9-22

lowing locations which are open 
to the public:

Wednesday April 9 at 2 p.m. 
at the Breckenridge Elementary 
School, 810 Beede Ave. 

Wednesday April 9 at 5:30 
p.m. at the Barnesville Public 
Library.

Friday April 11 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Ada Public Library.

Friday April 11 at 2 p.m. 
at the Climax-Shelly School 
Auditorium, 111 E Broadway, 
Climax.

Tuesday, April 15 at 1:30 
p.m. at St. Michael’s School, 501 
1st St, SW, Mahnomen.

Tuesday, April 15 at 6 
p.m. at the Fosston Public 
Library.

Thursday, April 17 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Detroit Lakes Public 
Library.

Thursday, April 17 at 4 p.m. 
at the Hawley Public Library.

Tuesday, April 22 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Moorhead Public 
Library.

Admission is free thanks in 
part to funding from the Min-
nesota Arts & Cultural Heritage 
Legacy Fund. More information 
is available at larl.org/legacy. 

By Janet Brademan 
The Bagley Area Arts Col-

laborative hosted a three-day 
workshop with artist,

Jim Turner of Minnetrista, 
MN from March 18 – 20, 2025 
at the Bagley Public Library in 
the Community Room.

Students came from all over 
Minnesota, such as Owatonna, 
St. Joseph, Sauk Rapids, and St 
Cloud  as well as from Bagley, 
Bemidji, and Shevlin.  This 

Governor Walz Releases Revised Minnesota Budget
get includes the proposals in his 
original budget to curb growth 
in spending, lower the sales tax, 
combat fraud, and hold health 
insurers accountable for rising 
costs. 

Responsible Cuts and 
Curbing Growth 

The Governor’s budget in-
cludes responsible budget cuts 
and curbs unsustainable growth 
in spending in the programs 
that drive the structural deficit. 
The budget will limit year-over-
year growth rates in Medic-
aid waivers without limiting 
eligibility for services, saving 
the state more than 1.3 billion 
dollars. The budget also cuts 
state funding to private schools 
and includes a 5% reduction in 
Special Education transporta-
tion reimbursement costs, sav-
ing approximately $50 million 
in each of the next two-year 
budget cycles while incentiviz-
ing schools to create efficiencies 
in transportation.  

Lowering Taxes and Clos-
ing Loopholes 

The Governor’s proposal 
cuts the statewide sales tax by 
.075%, which would be the first 
sales tax cut in state history. 
He also proposes closing loop-
holes by expanding the sales 
tax base to services provided to 
individuals by investors, bank-
ers, and lawyers, making the 
tax system more fair and less 
regressive. Additionally, the 
budget proposes an investment 
in a new corporate franchise tax 
division unit to audit complex 
pass-through entities and close 
loopholes.

The budget also proposes 
an increase in the surcharge 
currently levied on health main-
tenance organizations from 
0.6% to 1.25% of total premium 
revenue, to ensure large health 
care corporations pay their fair 
share.  

Stopping Fraud 
The Governor’s anti-fraud 

package turns the dial toward 

Local artists with Jim Turner and their projects at the Bagley Library community room.

Turner conducts  three-day workshop with artists
“Fun With Yupo” workshop was 
for anyone interested in explor-
ing the unique characteristics 
of YUPO.  YUPO is a smooth 
inorganic (plastic) surface that 
accepts paint in a very different 
way than paper.  Because the 
paint sits on the surface instead 
of being absorbed, it flows, 
mixes and can give a very fluid 
abstract “liquid” look to washes 
that can be very appealing (and 
frustrating, if you are trying to 

“control” it.)  The surface also 
allows colors to be more intense, 
giving a stained glass look that 
is amazing, and makes lift-
ing easy, allowing a push-pull 
method of composition similar 
to working with opaque paints.  

The class worked from im-
ages supplied by the instructor, 
creating a new piece each of the 
three days. 

Everyone left with 3 mostly 
completed images they can 

choose to frame for their own 
home or as a gift to someone.  
We heard over and over “what 
a wonderful teacher – so patient 
and knowledgeable”.  “When can 
you have him back to teach us 
some more?”  Well, Jim Turner 
will be back in March 2026 to 
teach another class.  However, 
that class is already filled but 
you can sign up to be on a wait-
ing list.

tighter controls and greater 
oversight by strengthening 
enforcement authority and 
creating tougher penalties. The 
proposals include adding nine 
staff members to the Attorney 
General’s Medicaid Fraud unit; 
giving agencies expanded au-

thority to stop payments from 
going to people and entities 
suspected, charged, or convicted 
of fraud or financial crimes; 
and using artificial intelligence 
to detect and prevent fraud. 

The Minnesota Foundation 
for Agriculture welcomed over 
350 attendees at its fourth-an-
nual Ag Day Gala on National 
Ag Day, March 18.   

The event took place at the 
North End Event Center on the 
Minnesota State Fairgrounds, 
uniting agriculturalists to honor 
the broad range of farming and 
ranching practices in Minnesota 
and the essential role the sector 
plays in the state's economic 
growth.

“We have a reason to cel-
ebrate, as Minnesota ranks as 
one of the top five states in the 
nation in agriculture produc-
tion” said Minnesota Founda-

Governor....
Continued on page 2

Minnesota Foundation hosts its Annual Ag Day Gala
tion for Agriculture Director, 
Ruth Linkenmeyer-Meirick. 
“It’s a great day to celebrate 
the rich history and future of 
agriculture and all those who 
contribute to our community by 
providing food, fiber and fuel to 
the world.” 

The night began with a read-
ing of the 2025 Minnesota Ag 
Day Proclamation from the 
state’s Commissioner of Ag-
riculture, Thom Peterson, a 
welcome address from Brandon 
Sawalich of Starkey Hear-
ing, and milk salute from 71st 
Princess Kay of the Milky Way, 
Rachel Visser. 

 Additional dinner speakers 
included Foundation Director, 
Ruth Meirick and Foundation 
Chair Dan Glessing, who both 
touched on updates to the Foun-
dation including a rebranding 
effort, the establishment of a 
governing board of directors, 
and highlights on how these 
changes will not hinder but 
increase the positive impact 
the Foundation makes in the 
agriculture community. 

The night concluded with 
both a live and online auction, 
raising nearly $12,500 for the 
Foundation.
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Polk
County Sheriff Advertise Your Dining Specials Here!

218-487-5225

By John Eggers
JohnRogerEggers.com, envi-

sion@paulbunyan.net, 20269 
Irvine Ave NW, Bemidji, MN 
56601, 218-766-9009

Vintage Native American 
beadwork is one of the most 
sought-after items to collect in 
the antique world. Glass beads 
were originally used but have 
been replaced by colorful plastic 
beads. 

Ojibwe of northern Min-
nesota are especially known 
for their floral beading. This 
work is often done on a black 
background, and flower designs 
are a staple. The different parts 
of various plants are used and 
respected.

The Ojibwe people's colors 
are yellow (east), red (south), 
black (west), and white (north). 
Green symbolizes Mother 
Earth, blue symbolizes Father 
Sky, and purple symbolizes 
oneself. 

Early beadwork utilized por-
cupine quills before European 
traders introduced glass beads. 
The Indian Arts and Crafts Act 
prohibits misrepresenting an 
item as Indian-made. Before an 
item can be labeled as Native 
American, a member of a tribe 
or nation must have made it. 

The vintage beaded belt or 
sash shown is about 36 inches 
long. The plastic beads come 
from the Red Lake Band of 
Ojibwa. It is worth about $100. 
Someday, I will return it to Red 
Lake. 

R2C

Scam calls   	    
3-20-25 - The Polk County 

Sheriff’s Office has received 
numerous reports of scam calls 
of which the caller claims to be 
a Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
Employee.  In at least 1 call 
the number that showed up on 
the called person’s caller ID is 
the legit Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office number, 218-281-0431.  
The caller claimed to be Sgt. 
Hibma (who is an employee 
with the Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office) and advised that the 
called person missed jury duty 
and needs to pay a fine or risk 
going to jail.

The package also increases the 
criminal penalty for stealing 
public funds by 20%.   

Making Health Insurers Pay 
Their Fair Share 

The Governor’s revised bud-
get includes his plan to hold 
health insurance providers 
accountable, save taxpayer 
dollars, and lower health insur-
ance costs. The proposal would 
shift the responsibility for the 
state share of reinsurance to 
insurers rather than taxpayers. 
Governor Walz’s proposal comes 
as the Trump Administration 
pushes for $880 billion in cuts to 
federal Medicaid through 2034, 
which would shift costs to states 
and put millions of Americans, 
including thousands of Min-
nesotans, at risk of becoming 
uninsured. 

In 2022, Governor Walz 

Governor....
Continued from front______________________________________

Civil War Program Fills 
Community Room at Library

By Pamela French
On Saturday, March 22nd, 

the Bagley Public Library, in 
partnership with the Kara 
Waldvogel, Clearwater County 
Extension/4H, hosted Rich 
Kalenak, “The American Civil 
War”.  Kalenak, who is from 
Shevlin, shared his Civil War 
collection and dioramas to a 
full house of over 30 guests in 
the libraries community room. 

Rich Kalenak has been 
studying the Civil War for the 
last 40 years and his passion 
for the subject was evident. 
Kalenak didn't share the usual 
facts and figures, numbers and 
statistics, although he knows 
them. Instead, he related sto-
ries of the people who lived 
and fought. They became real 
through his voice.  One couple 
who attended the program said 
they “could have listened to his 
stories all day”.

He shared a story of Johnny 

Clem, who joined the Union 
army at the age 10, and the 
story of Sarah Edmonds, who 
disguised herself as a man in 
order to fight. Along with these 

Receiving hours for Alum cans: 
Monday-Friday 8:00-11:30 & 1:00-4:30
Saturday 8:00-12:00 April 12th ONLY

Call today for a prices on: Scrap Iron, Copper, 
Aluminum, Brass, Batteries and Stainless Steel

Please call if you have 300 lb. or more of 
Aluminum cans and would like an unloading appt.  

Appointments:  April 1st – April 4th and 
April 14th thru April 25th 

Reg. Hours: Monday-Friday • 8:00-12:00 & 1:00-5:00 Weekly

Phillips Iron & Metal Inc.
1107 North Main Ave • Thief River Falls, MN 56701

218-681-4231

EARTH DAYS
April 7th to April 12th

Alum cans: .80¢ lb.
.85¢ over 100 lbs. 

1. NO loose Cans.
2. Bagged in 13 gallon bags or larger

3. NO chemical totes!
4. Seed Bags will be excepted 

but not returned 
Above prices for clean 

& dry cans only.
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Zion 
Lutheran 
Church 
Walleye 
Fish Fry
Friday,
March 28th
Oklee Hall
Serving from 5 pm to 7 pm
Everyone Welcome
Menu: Red Lake Walleye, Baked Potato, 
Coleslaw, Dessert and Beverage
1 - fillet: $15.00 or  2 fillets: $20.00 
Eat In or Take Out! 
Gift Baskets to be given away!

O
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PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742

STATE
BANK

PhonePhone
218-796-5157218-796-5157

Your Key to a Great Rate!

Paul
Peterson

Get more mileage from your 
vehicle loan with our friendly 
rates, terms and conditions! 
Contact our Consumer 
Lending Specialist today. 
• Car • Truck • ATV/UTV • Boat 
• Motorcycle • Snowmobile

O
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TUESDAY, APRIL 1ST, 2025 • 6:30 PM
56#’s at $1,000 up to $1,000 maximum

O8tfn

Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608

SPONSORED BY: 
The Mentor Firefighters 

Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

UnderUnder

Carol’s CozyCarol’s Cozy

Call in OR Check Facebook for specials!Brooks, MN • Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608218-698-4608

KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 9:00 P.M. DAILY

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
March 28th, 29th, & 30th, 2025
Serving 5:00-9:00 pm
• BBQ Ribs • Broasted Chicken 
• Ribs & Chicken 
• Steak & Shrimp • Ribeye
Comes with Salad Bar, 
Potato & Garlic Toast.
Friday ONLY -  Walleye

O
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SAT., MARCH 29TH
Honky Tonk Troubadours 

7:00-11:00 p.m.

BIRTHDAY PARTIES
for Gerald & Merlin

this weekend!

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
$5 Ceasers, Mimosas, Bloody Marys

EVERY 
SUNDAY

Poplar Meadows 
is offering a Spring Special. 

Anyone moving into Poplar Meadows in April or 
May 2025 will get their first month’s rent free. 
Services are not included in this deal; all 
services must be paid for from the date 

of move in. $600 refundable deposit 
still applies. One-bedroom apartments 

are currently available. First come first 
served on available apartments. 

Must fit Criteria for Assisted Living.
Call Becky 218-563-2436M

2-
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signed legislation to extend 
Minnesota’s reinsurance pro-
gram – a program created to 
help stabilize high health insur-
ance premiums in the individual 
insurance market. This session, 
the Governor’s proposal would 
shift the responsibility for the 
state share of reinsurance to 
insurers rather than taxpayers. 
Under this plan, insurance com-
panies will be required to create 
a fund that covers high-cost pro-
cedures, like premature births 
or cancer treatments, for people 
on the individual market. The 
Governor’s plan also increases 
the surcharge currently levied 
on health maintenance organi-
zations from 0.6% to 1.25% of to-
tal premium revenue, to ensure 
large health care corporations 
pay their fair share. 

stories Rich had a mini ball from 
Gettysburg, confederate money 
and dioramas of battle scenes. 
He also showed guests how to 
load and fire a soldier's rifle. 

A huge thank you to Rich 
for sharing his time and knowl-
edge. 

Join your Bagley Public Li-
brary April 15 at 5:30 p.m. for 
a visit with Minnesota author 
Leif Enger.  Enger will share 
about his latest book, “I Cheer-
fully Refuse”, and his experi-
ence as an author. 

“I Cheerfully Refuse” is the 
story of a bereaved and pursued 
musician embarking on a sen-
tient Lake Superior in search 
of his departed, deeply beloved, 
book selling wife. 

Books will be available to 
purchase with a book signing 
following the presentation.

We will have a Meat Raffle during Bingo this week
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2CWEDNESDAYWing Night

Fri. & Sat., March 28th & 29th • Shrimp

BINGOBINGO Starting at 55#'s 
Progressive Blackout 6pm, 

Saturday, March 29th, 2025

SHORTY’S PLACE, 268-4199268-4199

Notice of Annual Meeting

Thursday, April 3, 2025
Brooks Community Center| Brooks MN

BREAKFAST | 8:30AM 
 MEETING TIME | 9:30AM

Review of 2024 Operation Reports | Consider any business

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
DIVIDENDS CHECKS ● DOOR PRIZES

Red Lake County Cooperative Inc
Todd Wieland, Chairman ● David Kiecker, Secretary

O
2C
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
1x4

Sounds like 
multiplication?

Guess again.
It’s newspaper talk for a

one-column by 4-inch ad.

Too small to be
effective?

You’re reading 
this one!
Richards 

Publishing Co., Inc.
Gonvick

487-5225

SUBMIT YOUR 
EMPLOYMENT ADS

to richards@gvtel.com
Richards Publishing 

Gonvick 487-5225

1x3
Sounds like 

multiplication?
Guess again.

It’s newspaper talk for a
one-column by 3-inch ad.

Too small to be
effective?

You’re reading 
this one!
Richards 

Publishing Co., Inc.
Gonvick • 487-5225

Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C

Wanted 
Tillable land for rent.

Chad Dyrdahl 
218-280-1015

R
32
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w

218-487-5225

We are Online!
www.TriCoCanary.com

If you have a 
subscription you can 
view online for free. If 
you just want to view 
ONLINE it is only $25, 
no matter where you 
live! Give us a call!

Call 218-487-5225 or email to: richards@gvtel.com
RICHARDS PUBLISHING CO., INC.

Gonvick

Do You Do You 
Have Have 

Something Something 
To Sell?To Sell?

The most affordable 

way is to place a

Canary Display 
Ad – or – 

Classified 

in our 

weekly publication.

Parts for snowmobiles, 
motorcycles, 3 & 4 
wheelers for sale. 

Lots of vintage sleds. 
Also buying parts/

machines.
Call Tom's Recycling

218-686-7515

FOR SALE

M
47-21C

For more information on MCAN 
ads call: 218-487-5225

REAL ESTATE - RENTALS

DEADLINE 
NOON 

FRIDAYS
EDITOR NEEDED

RED LAKE COUNTY HERALD

HERALD
Serving Oklee - Plummer - Brooks - Red Lake Falls

The Red Lake County Herald is looking to fill the position of Editor. The 

office is located in Oklee. This position is Full-time and includes benefits 

and 401K. Various duties include, but not limited to:

• Page layout
• Writing articles
• Attending community events: day, evening or weekends

• Photography
• Some inter-office duties (updating subscriptions, 

  customer service, ad sales)

Knowledge in Adobe InDesign, Acrobat, Photo-

shop, Microsoft Word and Excel helpful.

WILL TRAIN. Applications are available upon 

request, or submit application and resume to the 

Richards Publishing, PO Box 159, Gonvick, MN 

56644. Contact Corrine at 218-487-5225 or email 

richards@gvtel.com for questions. 

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, MN is accepting applica-
tions for March - 1 Bd openings with one unit being for 
HC unit with handicap features. Accepting appl for all el-
derly and all handicapped/disabled persons.  Rent is based 
on 30% of your monthly adjusted gross income. Laundry 
room facilities available & off-street parking. Resident Man-
ager onsite. Limited access entry. Active Community Room. 
Applications and qualifications, contact Nicole at 218-751-
6881 or Laura at 218-407-7681. Applications online @ 
bemman.wixsite.com/bemidjimanagementinc

AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

BBrookfieldrookfield  
  AApartmentspartments

R52-3C

MISCELLANEOUS
BUYING AND SELLING silver bars, 
silver dollars, rare coins, gold jew-
elry, any gold-silver items, collector 
coins, currency. I have a $750,000 
line of credit and own 1,475 acres 
of land near Ormsby. Kuehl's Coins, 
Fairmont, MN 507-235-3886/507-
399-9982. R52-2P

 BROTHERS FURNITURE SINCE 2012 
New Queen Foam Encased 10 Inch 

Thick Mattress $299, All Sizes Available, 
Twin XL, KING, Many Mattress Options. 

Also Bunk Beds, Sofas, Dressers, 
Tables, Recliners and Much More! 

Call 218-766-0064. Delivery Available, 
brothersdiscountfurniture.com R1-4C

FOR RENT
Mobile Home in Gully. 
3 BR, 1 bath, AC. $800 
a month. 218-435-6874

R1-4C
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www.sollie.net  

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525

www.sollie.net

#4733 - Cabin at the 
Lake! Cabin in the 
Woods! This year-round 
cabin/home is located in 
the White Wind Estates 
and has shared lake ac-
cess on Island Lake! The 
988 square foot cabin 
hosts 3 bedrooms, large 
bathroom with laundry 
facility, open floor plan 
with living room, dining 
room and kitchen area, 
all on one level for your 
convenience. Private 
well and septic already 
in place. It’s time to make 
the move to the lake! 
Call today!

R
2C

LAKE LAKE 
SEASON IS SEASON IS 

SOON HERE!SOON HERE!

Polk County Full-Time 
Employment Opportunities:

Nursing Supervisor – Public Health:
$39.83 – $50.45/hr. 

Position Closes on Wednesday, April 2, 2025

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Tech - 
Temp/Seasonal – Environmental Services:

$19.22/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Deputy Sheriff Patrol I - II – Sheriff’s Office:
$31.55 – $42.36/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Finance Director – Finance:
$45.59 – $57.76/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Sort Line Operator I - II – Fosston:
$19.22 – $25.56/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

For a full job description, application, and general job open-
ings information, go to www.co.polk.mn.us and click on “Ca-
reers” or call 218-281-5408 Polk County Administrator’s Office. 
EOE

R
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1. Builds vocabulary
2. Improves reading skills
3. Promotes critical thinking
4. Brings ideas and 

current events to life
5. Builds global awareness
6. Promotes social 

consciousness
7. Makes learning fun!

The Newspaper

Did you know?
A study released by the 

Newspaper Association 
of America 

Foundation 
shows data 

indicating that 
students in 
Newspapers 
in Education 
programs 
perform 
10 percent 
better on 

standardized 
tests.

Make reading the 
newspaper with your 
child a daily habit, and 
help your young 
student 
succeed.

Leader-Record
-

McIntosh Times
-

Red Lake County Herald
-

Grygla Eagle

Newspaper Association 
of America 

Foundation 
shows data 

indicating that 
students in 

standardized 
tests.

help your young 
student 
succeed. Subscribe

Today!
NOTE PRICE CHANGE, 

EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2023

$25 in trade area for 6 months
$29 outside of trade area for 6 months

$35 in trade area for 1 year 
$45 outside of trade area for 1 year

$40 for snowbird - 
change of address for 1 year

$25 for 1 year online subscription 
only - regardless 

of location 

 Today’s Lesson:

Call to subscribe to your paper!

218-487-5225
Any newspaper subscription includes 
online access. Just give us your email 

address and we’ll get you set up.
We accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover.

www.tricocanary.com

 

If you have sheep I will 
come and shear them.

Tom Reinhart
701-793-9056

R
2-

5P

FAX SERVICE at Richards Publish-
ing, Gonvick. Send $1.50 first page, 
$1.00 each additional. To receive, 
50¢ per page.
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HAVE A STORY 
TO SHARE? 

RICHARDS@GVTEL.COM

NEWS
Tri County Canary Area

Tall 
Tales By Travis Peterson

Ambush on the Clearwater

Answers on page 5

Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

Processing

By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson
Model D John Deere and Happy Birthday

I glanced at the forecast: 
Twenty percent chance of pre-
cipitation.

“Eh, it ain’t gonna rain.”
Liz and I set off down the 

Clearwater River in our kayaks 
heading west from the dam. It 
was our first time exploring 
this local waterway, and not 
only that, it was Liz’s first time 
commandeering her very own 
vessel.

Light sprinkles fall from 
the grumpy, gray clouds that 
are hovering just above the 
treetops. Their grumbling is 
a bit concerning but the deli-
cate drops are rather refresh-
ing. Much better than being 
scorched by a sweltering sun.

It was a heavenly ride. 
We drifted down the peaceful 
stream with the swift, spring 
current, enjoying the tranquil-
ity of this deep immersion in 
nature.

We came upon a deer taking 
a drink, a beaver on the bank 
munching a branch, and a heron 
flew out in front of us as if to 
guide us down river.

We round a bend and every-
thing suddenly got still. The 
wildlife had all disappeared 
and the last few ducks took off 
quacking as they fled south.

“Do you feel that?” Liz asks.
The hair on my arms stands 

up.
A bolt of lightning zaps out 

of a low-hanging cloud 40 yards 
in front of us. Millions of hot 
volts, vertical and throbbing on 
the horizon. A disturbing gust 
of electrostatic demon-heat 

D John Deere.

Something that never gets 
old to me is talking tractors. I 
always liked talking tractors 
with my dad. Many years ago 
he told the story of his dad be-
ing in the market for a tractor. 
Grandpa Ames was talking with 
Jonas Johnson from Bagley 
Implement. Jonas told grandpa 
that south of Bagley the Hayes 
brothers, Johnie and Olaf, had a 
D John Deere they were think-
ing about selling. Well the deal 
was made and the D made it’s 
way to the sheep ranch. South 
of Bagley to the Sheep Ranch 
was a long haul for a Model D 
John Deere, at 4.0 mph, but my 
dad drove it home. Then they 
found out the Hayes Brothers 
also had a 36in Case Threshing 
machine for sale. They struck 
up a deal to get the thresher 
too! They hired someone to haul 
the thresher home. The big Case 
thresher would replace their 
22in Red River Special thresh-
er. They hired Oscar Osberg to 
pull it back with his new W6 
McCormick(A little more speed 
than the D!)

Stories like this make me 
wish for the ability to time 
travel. I would love to see that 
D coming down the road head-
ing for the Sheep Ranch. Stories 
like this caused me to be such 
a fan of old tractors especially 
John Deeres! Which reminds me 
it is that time of year again, you 
know the holiday I love to cel-
ebrate, John Deere’s birthday!!

The history of the John Deere 
company traces its way back to 
the American Revolution. John 
Deere was born on February 7, 
1804, in Vermont. His father 
was William Rinold Deere, who 
was an English immigrant. His 
mother, Sarah Yates Deere, was 
the daughter of a British soldier 
who had stayed in America after 
the Revolutionary War. John's 
father died when he was young 
and John decided to become 
a blacksmith's apprentice. In 
1827 he was married to De-
marius Lamb and continued 
his blacksmith trade in Ver-
mont. Due to a depressed farm 
economy in Vermont, he decided 
to move to Illinois where farm-
ers were beginning to break 
the vast prairie. He settled in 
Grand Detour, Illinois about 
100 miles west of Chicago.

Farmers on the prairie of Illi-
nois were having problems with 
the wooden and iron plows of 

Q u e s -
t i o n :  I 
have a new 
driver in the 
house. We 

were having some discussion 
on where a person needs to 
stop when coming to a stop 
sign and other situations. Can 
you please write about that? 
Thanks!

Answer: Congratulation on 
the new driver. Here is what a 
person needs to know when it 
comes to stopping your vehicle.

Stop Signs:
• Come to a complete stop at 

stop signs.
• If there is a marked stop 

line, stop before the line.
• If there is a pedestrian 

crosswalk, stop before entering 
the crosswalk.

• Yield the right-of-way to 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and 
traffic before proceeding.

Obstructed View:
• If your view of the intersec-

tion is obstructed, be prepared 
to stop again for traffic or pe-

destrians in your path.
A portion of state statutes 

were used with permission from 
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on X @
MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, 
jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

“How do 
I know what 
I think—till 

I see what I say?” The words 
spilled forth from my friend 
with whom I’d been chatting. 
We’d not spoken for some time, 
but each time we do, I take note. 
With pen and paper, I write 
down each morsel of wisdom 
spoken. Once our conversa-
tion has ended, I head to my 
computer, type them out, and 
tuck them away to be used as 
needed.

Today was no different. 
Out her words poured and jot 
each one down I did. What else 
did I note beside the opening 
quote which I’m certain she’d 
stored in her memory banks 
from an article read or class 
taken? I noted the books she’d 
drawn on to capture the ideas 
she was sharing. She spoke of 
letting the mind wander, al-
lowing thoughts to land where 
they will, and how important it 
was to pay attention to which 
thoughts stand out more than 
others. “What you think about 
is where your heart is,” she 
said. “Those thoughts perhaps 
need to be addressed.”

She spoke about imaginary 
boxes we can conjure up in our 
minds to place within things we 
need not immediately address. 

Giving ourselves permission 
to set those boxes aside so we 
might be present is important. 
In other words, to be present 
is important not only for our-
selves, but for those with whom 
we are sharing our current 
space. To hear His still small 
voice and the voice of others 
rather than our own thoughts 
running helter-skelter is im-
portant. She explained that 
we need not remove all those 
boxes completely from our lives, 
but we can set them aside so 
our wandering thoughts won’t 
meander so far off course. Just 
storing away things that take 
up our brain space is always 
a good idea—as it allows us to 
go back and visit when time 
allows.

She spoke gentle tones in 
love as I continued to listen.

My friend shared a name 
for the thought processes we 
venture into that often end up 
serving as a means of distrac-
tion. The author she’d been 
reading referred to them as “cu-
riositous” which is something 
we all have within us. We might 
call it being sort of snoopy, curi-
ous about other’s lives, etc. and 
thus we hold these distractions 
in many a form. Curiositous 
sounds gentler, kinder, almost 
sacred as if it’s something that 

needs praying attention to. The 
world is harsh enough without 
us placing the layers atop that 
become even more burdensome. 
Curiositous sounds like some-
thing to be aware of and confess 
as He redirects. 

In the end, I’d like to go 
back to the beginning. “How 
do I know what I think—till I 
see what I say?” We laughed 
together because as a writer, 
I get it. Some people oral pro-
cess by talking their thoughts 
aloud. Writers are much like 
that. Often, we start in one area 
and end up in another as the 
many strands of our thoughts 
make their way through and 
onto paper.

At the end of the conversa-
tion, my friend said something 
that made me take pause. 
She thanked me for sharing 
my thoughts! I’d been so busy 
taking notes that I do not re-
member contributing much of 
anything worthy of note. Prov-
erbs 3:3 reminds us. “Let not 
steadfast love and faithfulness 
forsake you…write them on the 
tablet of your heart.” You see, 
we are all writers—tucking 
notes within until we are asked 
to pour them out into the hearts 
of others who are waiting to 
take note.  Amen.

the day. Wooden plows were not 
strong enough and iron plows 
would not scour. Legend has it 
that in 1837, while working in 
his shop, John Deere saw an old 
steel saw blade in his shop and 
got the idea to fashion it into a 
plow bottom. The smooth shiny 
steel cut through the sod and 
the gummy soil slid off the bot-
tom without sticking. The new 
steel plow was a success and 
John Deere was busy making 
more plows! John Deere went 
from that first plow in 1837 to 
100 plows in 1842. Seeing the 
need for a better distribution 
center John Deere moved the 
operation to Moline, Illinois. 
In 1849, over 1,200 plows were 
produced! The company contin-
ued to grow.

On May 17, 1886, John 
Deere died at the age of 82. He 
was described as an energetic 
and purposeful man, though a 
man of few words! Although not 
always a good money manager 
he was a leader who passed 
many of his leadership skills to 
his successor and son, Charles 
Deere.

Much of John Deere's in-
volvement with his company 
was centered around plows and 
eventually other tillage imple-
ments and wagons. John Deere 
left this world long before any 
tractor would bear his name. 
But, I'm sure he would have 
been proud of the company's 
long line of two-cylinder and 
modern farm tractors. Thanks 
to John Deere for starting such 
a great company, and I am sure 
glad the Hayes Brothers had 
that D for sale! 

How about a little 
Tractor Trivia!!

1. On March 14, 1918 Deere 
& Company bought what trac-
tor company? A. The Dain B. 
The Waterloo Gasoline Tractor 
C. The Big Four

2. In 1923 the John Deere in-
troduced the _________________.

 A. Model A B. Model B C. 
Model D

3. During the depression ex-
ports of the John Deere Model 
D saved tractor sales for the 
company. What 2 countries 
received most of these exports?

A. Canada and Mexico B. 
England and France C. Argen-
tina and Russia

4. After the success of the 
Model D, John Deere introduced 
a smaller model originally called 
the _____________________.

A. Model A  B. Model B  C. 
Model C

5. John Deere changed the 
name of its Model C to the 
__________________. 

A. 10-20  B. Model GP  C. 
Model F

Answers: 1. B. Waterloo 
Gasoline Engine Company 2. C. 
Model D 3. C. Argentina/ Russia 
4. C. Model C 5. B. Model GP

washes over us, tingling deep 
and to the bone.

Immediate thunder explodes 
out of the sky in a wicked 
double-boom threatening to rip 
the Earth completely in half. 
The concussive shock wave 
slams into our quivering bodies, 
viciously vibrating us right to 
the edge of our fragile existence.

Heavy clouds burst open re-
leasing a punishing downpour. 
Torrential rain immediately 
begins to accumulate in our tiny 
boats. The flowing current is 
smothered by the brutal attack 
from above and our paddling is 
all but useless.

Hundreds of panicked fish 
break the water line, jumping 
out of the agitated water seek-
ing oxygen from the air. We sav-
agely slap our paddles through 
the schools of freaked-out, flying 
fish, all of us desperately trying 
to escape the grips of this spon-
taneous apocalypse.

We are only half way to 
our extraction point. My in-
stincts tell me to keep going, to 
push through, but all I can see 
through the crackling streaks 
of lightning is a bulging billow 
of thick, black, churning clouds 
and the once tranquil river now 
seems to be leading us straight 
into the heart of darkness.

The current regains its 
strength. I turn around to check 
on Liz. I can barely see her 
through the relentless rain.

“Are you alright?” I yell.
“Yeah,” Liz reluctantly re-

sponds. The unease in her tone 
is undeniable.

We come upon a fallen tree 
and instead of shooting through 

the gap between the tree and 
the bank, I turn sideways and 
park against the trunk to let Liz 
pass through.

Trying to keep the current 
from rolling my kayak, I lean 
away from the tree. It was an 
ill-gauged tilt. River water in-
stantly breaches the side of my 
boat. I try to squirm out of it but 
the entire river rushes into my 
kayak and flips it.

I’m completely submerged, 
holding my prescription glasses 
against my greasy face. I rush 
to the surface and spit out 
a mouthful of water. “Save 
yourself,” I shout to Liz, “Keep 
going!”

Scrambling in the stream 
to collect my summer-sausage 
sandwiches and water bottles 
before they are forever swal-
lowed by this two-timing, thiev-
ing river, I am eventually able 
to regain control of my half-
sunk sea ship and catch back 
up to Liz.

The storm slowly begins to 
roll its way southeast, snarling 
at the pummeled souls it was 
leaving behind. A heavy fog 
forms over the stunned river, 
giving me an uneasy feeling of 
eerie certainty that we were 
about to be bushwacked yet 
again.

Through some tall reeds 
and around a bend, the bridge 
finally comes into sight. We pull 
our swamped vessels out of the 
swollen stream and crawl out of 
the river valley, limping up the 
ditch just barely escaping with 
our lives.

It is Time to Reform our 
Criminal Bar & Bench

The Minnesota criminal 
justice system was created in 
1857.  There were 42 attorneys 
in the State.  Lawyers just 
practiced “law”—every kind 
of law.  Today, the Minnesota 
Bar recognizes eleven special-
ties.  A lawyer can be good at 
two, three, maybe four different 
kinds of law; however, the one 
thing I can guarantee you is:  
If a lawyer says they practice 
all kinds of law; they engage in 
malpractice every day.

78% of Minnesota cases 
are criminal cases.  We have 
283 Trial Judges in the State.  
39% had experience only as a 
prosecutor before they became 
a judge.  Imagine being an in-
nocent defendant facing such 
a judge.  34% never tried a 
criminal case before they be-
came judges.  Imagine if you 
are an innocent defendant, or 
the victim of a terrible crime.  
18% were only defense counsel 
before they became judges.  
Imagine facing this if you were 
the victim of a terrible crime.  

Letters to the Editor
Only 14% of judges are highly 
experienced, and had the ap-
pearance of being neutral and 
detached.  Only 1% had any ap-
pellate experience.  Only .003% 
had legal education above the 
basic J.D.

This is not just a Minnesota 
problem.  States are realizing 
their systems were built for 150 
years ago.  They are splitting 
their civil and criminal courts; 
their intermediate appellate 
courts; and ensuring their su-
preme courts have a mix of civil 
and criminal experience.  It is 
time for Minnesota to move into 
the 21st century.  We need a 
constitutional amendment and 
statutory changes that bring 
experience into both the crimi-

nal bar and bench.  We need 
advancement based on merit 
and the choices of the People’s 
legislators rather than the ap-
pointment of governors’ friends.  
The People deserve the best 
protectors.  The accused deserve 
the best defense.  The accused, 
the victim, and the People 
deserve highly experienced, 
impartial referees.

Joel A. Novak, LL.M.
5300 Centennial Dr NW
Alexandria,  Minnesota 

56308
Novak has served as a pros-

ecutor, Public defender, Govern-
ment appellate attorney, Com-
missioner on appellate court, 
Obtained an LL.M. in criminal 
law, and Chief, prosecutor

On Wednesday April 2, 2025, 
Forest to Fork: The Forging 
Adventure, at the Gonvick Com-
munity Center, 170 Main St. in 
Gonvick.  The program starts 
at 9:30, doors open at 9:00am. 

Join us for an engaging intro-
duction to foraging! Learn how 
to safely and legally harvest 
wild foods, discover what’s in 
season throughout the year, 
and explore creative ways to 
use your foraged finds. Whether 
you're a beginner or looking 
to expand your knowledge, 
this presentation will help you 
connect with nature’s bounty 
responsibly and sustainably. 
Plus, samples will be shared, 
and preserved foraged foods and 
resource guides will be raffled to 
attendees!  

Northern Exposure to Lifelong 
Learning(NELL) is excited to to have Emily 
Thabes kick off the 2025 Spring lineup

Northern Exposure to Life-
long Learning serves Clear-
water and East Polk Counties. 
There is no charge to attend this 
program.  
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BUY THIS MONUMENT
$995.00

NESS GRANITE WORKS
3 miles N. on Hwy 59, Detroit Lakes, MN

800-309-5191 • www.nessgraniteworks.com

Buy Factory 
Direct!

Avoid Funeral 
Home & 

Salesman 
Commission!

Order Now
For Delivery

Before
Memorial 

Day!
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Obituary for 
Annette Farder

Annette Carolyn Fard-
er, age 89, of Erskine, MN, 
passed away peacefully on 
Monday, March 17th, at Fair 
Meadow Nursing Home in 
Fertile, MN. She had been 
a resident there for three 
weeks. Funeral services were 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 
March 21st, at Grace Lu-
theran Church in Erskine 
with the Rev. Pam Thorson 
officiating. Interment was in 
South Side Cemetery, rural 
Fertile. Visitation was held 
for one hour prior to the ser-
vice on Friday at the church. 
Arrangements with Carlin 
Family Funeral Service of 
Erskine and messages of 
condolence may be shared at 
www.carlinfuneral.com.

Annette was born July 1, 
1935, at the home of Albert 
and Helga (Mehle) Edlund, 
rural Fertile. She was bap-
tized and confirmed at St. 
John's Lutheran Church.

Annette attended Fertile 
school, graduating in 1953, 
and began a 50-year career at 
Eagle Drug in Crookston that 
same year, first as clerk and 
later bookkeeper.

On July 14, 1984, Annette 
married Ogden Farder Jr. of 

rural Erskine. Together they 
farmed and raised sheep, 
keeping busy with chores, 
her beloved bottle lambs, and 
many cats and dogs. Annette 
enjoyed gardening, knitting, 
and travel. She was a member 
of Grace Lutheran in Erskine 
and loved quilting and other 
activities with her friends 
there.

Annette was graced with 
a quiet and humble spirit, 
a cheerful work ethic, and a 
kind and gentle presence with 
family and friends. She loved 
farm life; in the early years, 
she rode the train home every 
weekend to help her parents. 
Later, Annette would help 
Jr. in every way, working 
together for over 40 years on 
the farm west of Erskine.

Annette is survived by her 
husband, Ogden Jr, nieces Su-
san (Ostenson) of Elgin, ND, 
Sharon Josephson and Sandy 
(Dean) Rasmussen of Fertile, 
Marilyn (Bill) Wahouske of 
Crookston, and Gayle Eck-
lund of Baudette, MN. Also 
surviving is a nephew, Don 
(Dawn) Edlund of Crookston, 
plus numerous great nieces 
and nephews, including Ryan 
Edlund who was a great help 
to the Farders this past year. 
Cousin Lorraine Pederson 
of East Grand Forks, also 
survives. Loved ones preced-
ing Annette in death are her 
parents, Albert and Helga, 
sister Lucille (Walter) John-
son, brother Arnold (Arlene) 
Edlund, and nephew Rick 
Edlund.

Special thanks to Essentia 
Hospice, Fair Meadow Nurs-
ing Home, the clergy visits, 
and especially the many kind 
neighbors for their thought-
fulness and care shown to 
Annette and Jr. The family 
asks you to direct memorials 
to Fosston Essentia Hospice 
or Grace Lutheran Church 
Quilting Fund.

NEWS
Tri County Canary Area

Submit obituaries to 
richards@gvtel.com

Senator Steve Green
Minnesota Senate District 2

Cutting the Waste, Getting Our Budget 
Back on Track

Cases of waste, 
fraud, and abuse have 
been out of control in 
Minnesota. We have 
become a national em-
barrassment because 
of it. And our Gov-
ernor isn’t helping. 
Democrats also seem 
uninterested in mak-
ing budgetary cuts. 
Their only suggestions so far 
have been to cut spending on 
things like non-public school 
transportation and nursing 
home funding. Considering our 
government grew by about 40% 
in 2023 thanks to Democrat 
spending, that’s unacceptable. 
Agencies can do with smaller 
budgets, and cuts can easily 
be made. Senate Republicans 
have created a plan that would 
eliminate $600 million in waste-
ful spending. We’ve also put 
forward ideas to make sure this 
runaway spending never occurs 
again.

As a reminder, we have a $6 
billion deficit to contend with. 
We need to remember that as 
we move forward.

The easiest cut to find was 
the earmark for $21 million to 
fund a public option health care 
plan. That plan was already 
a waste of time and money. 
We can’t afford it, plain and 
simple. The public option hasn’t 
even passed, but the money is 
earmarked. It makes no sense. 
Let’s free up that funding to 
deal with our deficit. 

There’s also an immense 
amount of waste in transporta-
tion projects. To name a few 
cuts that make sense: $194.5 
million in state dollars for The 
Northern Lights Passenger 
Rail, the $500,000 left over from 
the original $6.2 million appro-
priation for Reconnect Rondo, 
$30 million for the Blue Line 
light rail extension project, and 
$22 million per biennium for the 
NorthStar Rail cancellation. 
All of these projects have been 
plagued with high price tags, 
constant delays, and cost over-
runs. If we made these spending 
reductions, we could easily save 
taxpayers around $250 million.

Another thing we can cut is 
funding going to undocumented 
non-citizens. Anyone here il-
legally should not be reaping 
the same benefits legal citizens 
qualify for. Yet Democrats have 
passed numerous spending 
measures that benefit them 

anyways. While Gov-
ernor Walz is propos-
ing a cut of over $200 
million to our nursing 
homes, Democrats ex-
panded MNCare for 
Undocumented non-
Citizens, which costs 
about $220 million in 
taxpayer dollars. The 
North Star Promise 

was also a great program in-
tended to help Minnesota fami-
lies get their kids into college. 
Yet Democrats extended it to 
illegal non-citizens, which costs 
$86,000 per undocumented 
student. Democrats also opted 
to provide tax credits to non-
citizens via ITINs – that runs 
about $158 million. Every dol-
lar spent on an illegal person 
is a dollar not going to Minne-
sota families. Again, cutting all 
these expensive and excessive 
benefits would save around 
$378 million.  

The cuts we need to make 
are only part of the story. We 
also have to put mechanisms in 
place to make sure our budget 
never gets mismanaged like 
this again. We’ve put forward 
commonsense proposals like 
financial disclosure by legisla-
tors, restrictions on grants to 
nonprofits with highly com-
pensated officers, reports on 
vacant state offices, and sunsets 
for commissions and working 
groups. These are easy changes 
that would add transparency 
and honesty to our budgeting 
process. Most importantly, 
we want zero-based budget-
ing, which would be a process 
every 10 years that ensures 
state spending is evaluated for 
necessity and justified for its 
effectiveness. These are simple 
steps we can take to ensure our 
budgets are more responsible 
and less wasteful.

The bottom line is we have a 
$6 billion deficit – cuts are nec-
essary. But we want to cut the 
frivolous spending, like what 
we’ve seen in grants and trans-
portation projects. The Gover-
nor’s proposals hurt the most 
vulnerable. Republicans were 
able to pull this plan together 
in just a few weeks – imagine 
how much more waste we could 
find if Democrats joined us in 
taking our deficit seriously. We 
are more than halfway through 
the session, and we need to get 
this figured out sooner rather 
than later. 

North Country 
Health Nuggets

(Clearwater, Hubbard and Lake of the Woods Counties)

Diabetes Alert Days
American Diabetes Associa-

tion Alert Day, observed annu-
ally on the fourth Tuesday in 
March, is a one-day "wake-up 
call" to raise awareness about 
the seriousness of diabetes and 
encourage people to learn more 
about it.  

Diabetes Alert Day® - NI-
DDK   By typing this website ad-
dress into your URL, or search-
ing for this site on a search 
engine such as Google, you will 
find much more information 
about American Diabetes As-
sociation Alert Day

Did You Know?
•38.4 million Americans—or 

about 11.6% of the U.S. popula-
tion have diabetes?  And 8.7 
million Americans are unaware 
that they have diabetes.

•Approximately 97.6 mil-
lion people ages 18 or older 
have a condition known as pre-
diabetes.  In pre-diabetes blood 
glucose levels are higher than 
normal but not high enough to 
be diagnosed as diabetes.

•More than 1 in 3 U.S. adults 
has prediabetes.

•Gestational diabetes is a 
type of diabetes that women de-
velop when they are pregnant.  
About half of women who de-
velop gestational diabetes will 
go on to develop type 2 diabetes

Understand Your Risk
The sooner you know if 

you’re at risk, the sooner you 
can take steps to prevent or 
manage diabetes. If you have a 
family history of diabetes, are 
overweight, or are not physi-
cally active, you have a greater 
chance of developing type 2 
diabetes. You are also more 
likely to develop type 2 diabetes 

as you get older. All adults ages 
35 or older should get tested for 
diabetes and prediabetes.

If you follow the link above 
you will be able to access the 
Diabetes Risk Test online.  The 
questions are regarding your 
personal risk and how your 
family history can affect your 
chances of developing diabetes.  

Lower Your Chances of De-
veloping Type 2 Diabetes

Research shows that you can 
do a lot to reduce your chances 
of developing type 2 diabetes. 
Here are some things you can 
change to lower your risk:

Lose weight and keep it 
off. You may be able to pre-
vent or delay diabetes by los-
ing 5% to 7% of your starting 
weight.4 For instance, if you 
weigh 200 pounds, your goal 
would be to lose about 10 to 14 
pounds.

Move more. Get at least 30 
minutes of physical activity 5 
days a week. If you have not 
been active, talk with your 
health care professional about 
which activities are best. Start 
slowly to build up to your goal.

Eat healthy foods most of the 
time. Eat smaller portions to 
reduce the number of calories 
you eat each day and help you 
lose weight. Choosing foods with 
less fat is another way to reduce 
calories. Drink water instead of 
sweetened beverages.  

Ask your health care profes-
sional about what other changes 
you can make to prevent or de-
lay type 2 diabetes.  Most often, 
your best chance for preventing 
type 2 diabetes is to make life-
style changes that work for you 
long term. 

BUSINESS SERVICES

218-253-2585 
P.O. Box 477 • 907 Main Avenue South

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
••• Please Call Us for a Quote •••

R
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29 Gauge Painted or Galvanized Steel 
Roofing or Siding Available.  

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING

•	 Post-Frame Buildings
•	 Building Materials
•	 Siding and Roofing
•	 Windows 

•	 Garages
•	 Shops
•	 Homes

Fallsbuidlingcenter.com Fallsbuidlingcenter.com 

R14TFC

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
• Building Materials Sales • Windows & Window Treatments

• Paints & Painting Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

301 Lambert St • Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com • 218-796-5131

O2TFC

Leading The Way 
For Real Estate In 

Northwest Minnesota

218-435-1525218-435-1525

www.sollie.net • sollie@gvtel.comwww.sollie.net • sollie@gvtel.com
609 Hilligoss Blvd SE, Fosston, MN 56542609 Hilligoss Blvd SE, Fosston, MN 56542

LARRY & CAROL SOLLIELARRY & CAROL SOLLIE

R
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
SERVICES IN THE CANARY

March 17, 2025
BAGLEY, MN – Honeyber-

ryUSA is proud to announce the 
release of a new patent-pending 
tart cherry from Montana - the 
‘FE’ pie cherry. An extremely 
cold hardy, unique and flavorful 
variety, the ‘FE’ (patent pend-
ing) pie cherry is now available 
for sale at www.honeyberryusa.
com.

The journey to the ‘FE’ (pat-
ent pending) cherry began 
in the 1960s when Francis 
McCartney (known affection-
ately as "Momma McCartney") 
planted a grafted North Star 
cherry tree in her garden in 
Great Falls, MT. A new variety 
was discovered after suckers 
were left to grow to replace the 
original grafted portion of the 
tree that was dying. Later more 
suckers were planted in Boze-
man in the 1990s. All of these 
new trees produced cherries 
with a darker flesh and even 
better flavor. Les McCartney, 
a lifelong fruit tree enthusiast, 
continued to grow and observe 
the development of the trees 
over the years.

In 2014, a trusted tree friend 
and expert came to Les with 
praise for the tree’s resilience 
and exceptional taste. The 
friend declared it the “King of 
Cherries” and encouraged Les 
to propagate the variety. This 
was the final piece of the puzzle, 

confirming that the McCartney 
family cherry was truly special 
and worthy of being shared with 
the world.

Now, after decades of re-
search and testing, Les is proud 
to announce the patent-pending 
‘FE’ cherry, named in honor of 
his mother, Francis Elizabeth 
McCartney. The ‘FE’(patent 
pending) pie cherry is a Prunus 
cerasus (tart cherry) that boasts 
a balanced sweet-tart flavor 
profile and excellent versatility 
for fresh eating, baking, and 
wine-making. The fruit’s flesh 
is a distinctive yellowish-pink, 
darkening upon freezing or pro-
cessing, while the skin and juice 
are bright red. Hardy to at least 
-45°F, it grows 8-12 feet tall and 
8 feet or more wide in tree form. 
Fruit size runs 4-5g with a Brix 
rating of 17-21.

To purchase the ‘FE’ (patent 
pending) pie cherry, and to learn 
more about the McCartney fam-
ily’s unique journey, visit www.
HoneyberryUSA.com or call 
(218) 331-8070. Headquartered 
in Bagley, MN, HoneyberryUSA 
is a licensed grower and distrib-
utor of many varieties of zone 3 
cold hardy specialty fruits such 
as honeyberries, tart cherries, 
saskatoons (service berries), 
currants, kiwi, seaberries, and 
more. In addition to their mail-
order nursery, they welcome 
the public to their U-Pick Farm

HoneyberryUSA 
Announces New Pie Cherry
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Time to Cel·e·brate Rebels are 3rd in State!

Conner Duden at Tip Off against Nevis while Luke 
Peterson readies himself for the play.

Duden slips right by an aggressive Nevis Tiger on 
defense

Owen Chervestad executes a layup despite the 
Nevis Defense. Will Gieseke makes the impossible shot.

Senior Gavin Thomas opening up for an assist.

Ethan Majeres planning his next 
move.

Captains Luke Peterson, Owen Chervestad, and Ethan Majeres present the third place 
trophy. Pictures by McKenzie Hamm.

Bemidji 
Speedway 
2024 Awards 
Banquet

By Dennis Peterson
The mood was festive and 

inviting as the 2024 Bemi-
dji Speedway racing season 
"Awards Banquet" was held at 
the Sanford Center in Bemidji 
on Saturday night.  A fine turn-
out of 241 drivers, crew mem-
bers and fans showed up for 
the great event hosted for the 
first time at the Sanford Center 
Ballroom.  Mark Ricci, long time 
announcer at the speedway, 
was the Master of Ceremonies 
and kept the evening gala en-
tertained.  The crowd enjoyed a 
fantastic meal of roast beef and 
chicken with all the trimmings.

The evening progressed with 
awards presented in all the 
classes that raced in 2024 with 
awards presented to the top ten 
in each class. Also 2024 Rookies 
of the year were honored as well 
as well "Peoples Choice Awards" 
and "Drivers Choice Awards".

Track owner/promoter Tonja 
Stranger thanked the Sanford 
Center for putting on a great 
event and also all the drivers, 
crew members, track workers 
and fans who made 2024 one 
of the best ever for Bemidji 
Speedway.  Stranger also an-
nounced the addition of the 
Wissota Streets to the summer 
schedule along with the other 
classes that run on a regular 
basis. The Bemidji Mini Stocks, 
Wissota Hornets, Pure Stocks, 
Mod Fours, Midwest Modifieds, 
Super Stocks and Modifieds. 
Among many specials coming to 
the track, on June 22nd will be 
the mighty Wissota Late Mod-
els, on July 26th Paul and Babes 
Tractor Pull will take over the 
track. The season will open on 
May 17th with the annual Car 
Show and Test and Tune. Driv-
ers will have additional time to 
test their new rides on Sunday 
May 18th.  The traditional rac-
ing opener will be May 25th 
and 26th Memorial Weekend 
Sunday and Monday with the 
"Chicken Shack Nationals and 
Jack Sparby Memorial",

Track Photographer Lisa 
Rhen provided the Fans and 
Drivers an opportunity to pick 
special awards for individuals 
and crews which were awarded 
as well.

Stranger made special 
thanks to the many employees 
of the track and made special re-
marks to the Bemidji Fire Dept 
members Chris Oelrich, Nathan 
Preuss, and Dakota Provencher 
for their efforts providing safety 
to the drivers, crews and fans at 
the speedway.

AWARDS
Rookies of the Year:  Mini 

Stocks - Cody Bush, Wissota 
Hornets - Aiden Kessler, Wis-
sota Pure Stocks - Nate Zanter, 
Wissota Mod Fours - Brooke 
Vernlund, Wissota Midwest 
Modifieds - Kalin Honer, Wis-
sota Super Stocks

- Ellen Lange (also National 
Rookie of the year), Wissota 
Modifieds - Jonathon Feda.

Peoples Choice Awards:   
Most Improved male driver - 
Brandon Puschinsky, Women 
Driver, Ellen LAnge, Fans of the 
Year, 8 year old Braxton Smith 
and Michael Fullerton, Tough 
Luck Award to Deryk Weleski, 
Social Butterfly Award to Josh 
Berg, Paint Brush Award to 
Billy Binkley, Loudest Fan Base 
to Hunter Weeks Racing, Most 
Likely to win on the last lap to 
Dustin Puffe, Best Victory Lane 
Celebration to Nick Seitz, Most 
Loveable Track Employees to 
the Bemidji Fire Dept.  Driv-
ers Choice Awards went to:  
Best Sportsmanship to Lance 
Schilling and Shannon George, 
Cleanest Drivers, Dustin Puffe 
and Michael Blevins Sr, Pit 
Crew of the Year to the "Pookie 
Strong Race Team"

Top Ten in Points in each 
class:

Wissota Hornets:  1. Jayme 
Gordon, 2. Megan Vernlund, 3. 
Aiden Kessler, 4. Mateja Drey-
er, 5. Ryker LArson, 6. Russel 
Kiker Jr., 7. Cade Johnson, 8. 
Chad Reller, 9. Josh Bachstrom, 
10. William Lange

Bemidji Mini Stocks:  1. 
Conrad Schwinn, 2. Ashton Sch-
winn, 3. Cody Bush, 4. Cameron 
Schwinn, 5. Hayden Engen, 6. 
Nick McCann, 7. Tania Denny, 
8. Jonah Espe, 9. Gabriel Espe, 
10. Justin Honer

Wissota Pures Stocks:  1. 
Dustin Puffe, 2. Austin Carl-
son, 3. Deryk Weleski, 4. Kade 
Leeper, 5. Justin Barsness, 6. 
Nate Zanter, 7. Billy Binkley, 
8. Caylyn Binkley, 9. Brandon 
Puschinsky, 10. Alex Berg

Wissota Mod Fours:  1. Blake 
ERickson, 2. Conrad Schwinn, 
3. Ashton Schwinn, 4. Kevin 
Bahr, 5. Brooke Erickson, 6. 
Brooke Vernlund, 7. Nick Seitz, 
8. Jayden Bahr, 9. Dean Larson, 
10. Rowan Tramm

Wissota Midwest Mods:  
1. Doyle Erickson, 2. Skyler 

Smith, 3. Landon Gross, 4. Hunter Weeks, 
5. Noah Bitz, 6. Mike Blevins Sr. 7. Brennan 
Schmidt, 8. Gary James Nelson, 9. Cory Peter-
son, 10. Devyn Weleski

Wissota Super Stocks:  1. Dalton Carlson, 2. 
Matt Sparby, 3. Nic Lewis, 4. Brandon Bahr, 
5. Ellen Lange, 6. Faye Lewis, 7, Cameron 
LaBelle, 8. Garrett Masurka, 9. Ron Reed, 10. 
Max Dondelinger

Wissota Modifieds:  1. Lance Schilling, 2. 
Jeff Reed, 3. Josh Beaulieu, 4. Alan Olafson, 5. 
Jonathon Feda, 6. Davey Mills, 7. Doug VanMill, 
8. Rick Jacobson, 9. Kevin Adams, 10. Devin 
Fouquette.
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