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American Federal Bank in Fosston shows their generosity through their Jeans for a 
Cause program.  Employees donate for Jeans for a Cause for the privilege to wear jeans 
on Fridays. The Fosston branch matches the donation and these combined funds are then 
donated to local causes. Pictured above is Ag/Business banker Sam Swanson presenting 
a check for $400 to Carrie Schwegman of the Bagley Park Board for the Stone Wall and 
Steps Restoration Project. 

Augmeanted invites rural 
families and arts-lovers to the 
soul stirring performance of 
Harp & Sol, a freshly spun 
musical folktale igniting our 
collective imagination about 
where music comes from. 
Soundtracked live by Geoffrey 
Taylor on his 5 string fiddle+ 
and inventively narrated by 
Mary Overlie, spectators wit-
ness Kora the Harp Spider 
spin her web to release the 
enchanting melodies of the 
world. Hosted by Fosston’s 
Aurora Center for the Arts 
on August 15, at 7:30 p.m. 
Augmeanted invites families to 
experience refreshing, hopeful 
tale that will pluck the heart 
strings of all. 

At the center of all things, 
goes the story of Harp & Sol, 
lives a wee Harp Spider named 
Kora. Each day at dawn, the 
Sun delights her web to set free 
the song born upon its Strings. 
The newest little Scrip of Mel-
ody is set to be born tomorrow 
at dawn. She’s been waiting 364 
days for her turn, watching all 
of her brothers and sisters be 
born into the Human Heart, for 
that’s where Songs go once they 
are set free from their Strings. 
Kora weaves little Scrip’s web 
during the night. The Sun be-
gins its rise at dawn, except… 
(dun, dun, dun)… There’s a 
solar eclipse. 

The tale then unfolds as the 
audience both roots for, and 
actively participates in help-
ing, this newest little Scrip of 
Melody get herself born. Harp 
& Sol, written to be a living pic-
ture book, runs 40 minutes and 
requires audience participation 
from the young and young at 
heart.  Audience members are 
encouraged to come ready to 
take part in the magic only 
theatrical storytelling can be. 

Off goes the top of the water tower in Winger last 
Thursday, July 25. Photos by Lisa Schaumburg, City Clerk 
for Winger.

Piece by piece 
it went down

The  old Winger water tower 
went down on Thursday, July 
25. 

The Federal Government 
in 1947 made grants to towns 
wishing to make preliminary 
surveys for water systems. El-
mer Messelt, the village clerk, 
investigated the possibility for 
Winger. In 1947 the Village of 
Winger was granted $2,450 for a 
preliminary water survey.

Winston Larson was hired as 
the engineer to present details 
to the council. Proposal included 
$30,000 in waterworks bonds 
and $33,000 in watermain 
certificates for the construction 
which was approved by the 
council in May of that year. 

Contracts were let June 17, 
1947 with Nodland-Eby Com-
pany of Starbuck awarded the 
contract for the distribution 
system with a bid of $30,045.80.

The tank and tower contract 
went to the Pittsburgh-Des 
Moines Steel Company of Des 
Moines, Iowa for $14,850 and 
the Thein Well Company of 
Clara City offered a bid for the 
well of $3,775 which was ac-
cepted by the council.

Thein Well Company has 
been the leader in water well 
drilling throughout the Midwest 
since 1893.

Pitt-Des Moines Steel was 
an American steel fabrication 
company. It operated from 1892 
until approximately 2002.

Piece by piece the tower was taken down on July 25 in Winger.

New Business 
in Red 
Lake Falls,
Neumiller’s 
Barber Shop

By Eric Mickelson
I had a nice conversation 

with Craig Neumiller. He and 
his wife Lori came to Red Lake 
Falls last year and have opened 
Neumiller’s Barber Shop.

It is located in the Park Place 
Mall, 105 International Drive. 
The Neumillers came from the 
Warroad area where he drove 
truck for Marvin Windows. 
The last shop they operated 
was in Baudette, although at 
one time they also had a shop 
in Warroad. 

They have been licensed 
since 1984. They only take walk-
ins and a haircut is $18.00, add 
a beard trim for $24.00. The 
shop is open Tuesday-Friday 
from 9:00 to 5:30. Stop in and 
check it out! A big welcome to 
Red Lake County to the Neu-
millers!

Having grown up in a small 
town and worked alongside edu-
cators throughout Clearwater, 
Red Lake and Polk counties, it’s 
especially important to Mary 
Overlie to ensure kiddos from 
around the region get a chance 
to participate in this special 
treat of a performance like she 
was able to do in her own com-
munity growing up. Because 
the project is grant funded, the 
Fosston performance has no 
ticket price and will be a free 
will donation at the door.

Harp & Sol is made possible 
by the voters of Minnesota, 
through an Artists Engage 
Community Grant from the 
Region 2 Arts Council, thanks 
to a legislative appropriation 
from the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund.

Mary Overlie with the 
$6,000 grant they received 
in June.

Fosston’s Aurora Center  will present Soundtracked 
live by Geoffrey Taylor on his 5 string fiddle and narrated 
by Mary Overlie,

New to Red Lake Falls, the Neumiller's Barber Shop.

Craig Neumiller.

Lori Neumiller in the newly opened barber shop in Red Lake Falls.

Harp & Sol: Inventive Musical Folktale Debuts
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By John Eggers

JohnRogerEggers.com, envi-
sion@paulbunyan.net, 20269 
Irvine Ave NW, Bemidji, MN 
56601, 218-766-9009

I recall going to a Colorado 
garage sale in the early 1970s 
and finding a complete set of 
Fiestaware for $100. I didn’t buy 
it because it was still not popu-
lar. I went home and decided I 
better have another look at it. 
Of course, it was gone. I broke 
one of the golden rules for collec-
tors. If you see something that 
you have a sneaking suspicion 
is valuable, and you have the 
money, buy it!

In case you are still getting 
familiar with Fiesta, it is a color-
fully glazed ceramic dinnerware 
made in the 1930s by Homer 
Laughlin from Newell, West 
Virginia. “Fiesta,” in Spanish, 
means “party or celebration,” 
and because Fiesta is very color-
ful when you put it on the table, 
you are ready for a party. 

The original colors of red, 
cobalt blue, light green, yellow, 
and ivory are the most collect-
ible. Fiesta continues to be made 
today, so buyers must be careful 
not to buy new Fiesta when they 
want to buy old Fiesta. 

If the name is embossed into 
the glaze on the piece, it is the 
old Fiesta. There are also pieces 
where the name is stamped on 
the bottom. If the letter “F” is in 
small case, it is the old Fiesta. If 
it is a capital “F,” it is the new 
Fiesta. If the “F” is lowercase 
with a distinctive loop, it was 
made after 1986.

Confused? Don't worry. You 
will quickly learn the difference 
if you collect Fiesta or are just 
beginning to collect. The original 
ivory carafe shown has a cork 
stopper, is in excellent condi-
tion, and is worth $150. 

If you like to celebrate and 
have parties, collecting Fiesta 
was made just for you. Be care-
ful with it; it chips easily. 

R20C

Sons of Norway
The Granlund Lodge #240 

of the Sons of Norway has an 
exciting evening planned on 
Thursday, August 8, at the 
Embassy Community Center 
in Fosston. The monthly meet-
ing will begin at 6:30, followed 
by the pie and ice cream social.  
The program, beginning at ap-
proximately 7:30, will feature 
Bud Larson from Brainerd, MN.  
Bud will have a display of his 
hand-made Hardanger Fiddles 
and will show and explain all 
the parts for building a fiddle.  
Bud will play songs on his 
Hardanger fiddle that include 
Bridal marches, old dance and 
folk tunes, some originals as 
well as songs by Norwegian 
composer Ole Bull.  As always, 
visitors are encouraged to at-
tend and members are asked 
to bring a pie to share.  Don't 
miss this entertaining evening, 
Thursday, August 8, at the 
Embassy Community Center 
on the corner of 3rd and Eaton 
in Fosston. Come at 6:30 for the 
meeting followed by pie and ice 
cream and the program at ap-
proximately 7:30, by Bud Lar-
son and his Hardanger Fiddles.

R20,22C

Marilyn Whyte stopped by for a visit at Richards 
Publishing in Gonvick. She had been the Oklee Herald 
Editor for several years. She lives in Florida and was 
in Bemidji visiting her daughter and granddaughter. 
They took in the fair at Thief River Falls and stopped in 
different places to see people that she knew. University of 

Wyoming Spring 
Semester Dean’s 
and Dean’s 
Freshman Honor 
Rolls: Minnesota

July 24, 2024 -- The Uni-
versity of Wyoming announced 
students from Minnesota on the 
2024 spring semester academic 
Dean’s and Dean’s Freshman 
Honor Rolls.

The honor rolls consist of 
regularly enrolled undergradu-
ates above freshman standing 
who earned a 3.4 or better 
grade-point average, and fresh-
men who have earned a 3.25 or 
better grade-point average.

To be eligible, students must 
have been enrolled for a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours taken 
for letter grades.

Congratulations to
Gretchen M. Ness, Gully
For more information about 

the University of Wyoming, 
view the webpage at www.
uwyo.edu.

Gates Open Friday, August 9th at Noon for Vendors
$20 per Vehicle; $20 Trailer, 20’ & under

$30 Trailer, Over 20’; $30 Motorhome

Third  Ann ual
Leng

by Fosston

Snowmobile Club
KNIGHTRIDERS

SWAP MEET
& FLEA MARKET, 

POWER SPORTS SHOW, CRAFT SALE
Saturday, August 10th
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Gates Open at 7:00 a.m.
$10.00 Pass with Wristband • 14 and Younger Free

Contact: Russ Sultvedt 218-766-6282 or Kim Anderson 218-232-5353

Located at the Lengby-Fosston Knightriders Clubhouse
42582 360th Ave SE • Fosston

2 miles E of Fosston on Hwy 2 or 16 Miles West of Bagley on Hwy 2, South 1/4 Mile

Not responsible for accidents.

Food Vendor on Site

Lots 
of Space 

Available
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SHORTY’S PLACE, 268-4199268-4199
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CWEDNESDAYWing Night
Fri. & Sat., August 2nd & 3rd - Salmon

BINGOBINGO Starting at 61#'s 
Progressive Blackout 6pm, 
Saturday, Aug. 3rd, 2024

UnderUnder

Carol’s CozyCarol’s Cozy

Call in OR Check Facebook for specials!Brooks, MN • Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608218-698-4608

KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 9:00 P.M. DAILY

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
August 2nd, 3rd & 4th, 2024
Steak & Shrimp, BBQ Ribs, 
Broasted Chicken, 
Ribs & Chicken, Ribeye
Comes with Salad Bar, Potato & Garlic Toast.
Friday ONLY -  Walleye

O
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COMING SOON
Saturday, Aug. 10th

Honky Tonk 
Troubadours

7:00 to 11:00 p.m.

Tuesday, August 6th, 2024 - 6:30 PM
61#’S AT $1,000 UP TO $1,000 MAXIMUM

O8tfn

Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608

SPONSORED BY: 
The Mentor Firefighters 

Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

10th Annual 
“Bryan Stordahl”

Saturday, August 3rd, 2024
at “The Deuce” in Erskine, MN

4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
LIVE MUSIC BY KELLY & ACE

All net proceeds donated 
The V Foundation

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!

Memorial Silent 
Auction Event    

M
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I WANT TO 
INSPIRE 
PEOPLE.

I WANT SOMEONE TO 
LOOK AT ME AND SAY 

“BECAUSE OF YOU, 
I DIDN’T GIVE UP.”

(Following the auction.) 
If you would like to donate an auction item 

contact Dave Stordahl at 218-791-5127**

O20C

McKenzie Velthuis
“Insuring Homes, Farms, Businesses & Autos”

Give me a call today!

Meet Your New  Meet Your New  
    Insurance Agent    Insurance Agent

Security State AgencySecurity State Agency
Phone Phone 

218-683-7961218-683-7961
PO Box 69,  Oklee, MN 56742

	

M
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Need to get out of the house and visit 
with friends?

McIntosh has something for you!
BINGO every Thursday night starting a 6 p.m.

Come early to have a meal!

LITTLE BOBBY'SLITTLE BOBBY'S McIntosh

More!!!! NEW!!!! E-gaming and two boxes of pull tabs
We just started with this so, come check it out!

	

M
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Benefit to be held for 
Jayden Gensburger

McIntosh MN
Saturday, August 10, 2024 from 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Spaghetti, hamburger sauce, garlic toast, dessert, coffee or 
lemonade. Meal being served at Little Bobby's in McIntosh, MN
Jayden is having major medical issues and has been doctoring 
at Mayo and Fargo. Free will offering will be collected to help her 
and family with medical bills.

If you are unable to attend, please send donations to 
Jayden or Mae, P.O. Box 281, McIntosh MN 56556 

Or Call Denise Stark 218-563-2121.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

PASSPORT 
PICTURES 
487-5225

FOR SALE

DEADLINE NOON FRIDAYS

For more information on MCAN ads call: 
218-487-5225

Available 2024-25:
Junior High Volleyball
Letter of Application and 

Resume to:
Kate Moll

Activities Director
RLCC High School

PO Box 100
Oklee, MN 56742

(List prior volleyball 
coaching experience in 

resume)

RLCC 
Coaching 
Position

O
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Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C

Wanted 
Tillable land for rent.

Chad Dyrdahl 
218-280-1015 R

32
eo

w

Hiring for:
- Administrative Assistant

- Safety Coordinator
Both positions are Full-Time, 

Benefits include Health/Dental/
Vision/401K/PTO/Vacation
Apply at www.riviana.com 

or Call 218-776-3118

Riviana Foods, Inc.
Clearbrook, MN 56634

R1
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4 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
cabin rental with hot tub.

Sleeps 12, hiking trails, fire 
pit, grill, Wifi, Kayaks lots of 
toys & games on beautiful 

Island Lake, South of 
Lengby, MN.

Islandlakeretreatmn.com

218-280-0367R
17-26C

TEACHING POSITION OPEN
Adult Basic Education is seeking a part time instructor for the 
communities of Bagley, Clearbrook and Erskine. Flexible hours, 
great pay, and training opportunities for teacher license renewal.  
Applicants must have a MN Teacher’s certificate. Please email a 
letter of interest and resume to:

Kirsten Fuglseth, ABE Coordinator
Northwest Service Cooperative

114 West First Street
Thief River Falls, MN  56701

Ph. 218-681-0900 x 9 for more information R18-21C

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, MN is accepting applications 
for JULY. 1-Bd opening for all elderly and all handicapped/
disabled persons.  Rent is based on 30% of your monthly 
adjusted gross income. Laundry room facilities available 
& off-street parking.  Resident Manager onsite.  Locked 
Entry system.  Active Community Room. Applications and 
qualifications, contact Nicole at 218-751-6881 or Laura at 

218-407-7681.    
Applications online at 

bemman.wixsite.com/bemidjimanagementinc  
AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

BBrookfieldrookfield  
  AApartmentspartments

R18-21C

Starts Sept. 1 – Oct. 31. Flex-
ible hours available. Overtime 
included. Call 218-556-9316

HELP WANTED:
TRUCK DRIVERS

FOR HARVEST

R18-20C

Starts approximately Sept 15 
and runs for approximately 
15-20 days.  Warehouse work-
ers and equipment operators 
needed. Overtime included. Call 
218-556-9316.

HELP WANTED:  
POTATO HARVEST

R18-20C

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District has an opening for 
a junior high volleyball coaching position for the 2024 season 
to begin in August.  Duties will include but are not limited to: 
teaching young players the fundamentals of the game of volleyball, 
being present at all games and practices, and being a positive 
role model to young student athletes.  Must be able to pass a 
background check.  

Applicants should submit a resume and letter of interest to:
Melissa Weems, HR
16670 Clearwater Lk Rd.
Clearbrook, MN 56634
218-776-3112 Ext. 105
or email info to:
mweems@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us

JH VOLLEYBALL COACH

R18-21C

Would you like an opportunity to work with 
our youngest learners?  Are you passionate 
about making a difference in your community?  
Would you like to work in a family friendly 
environment?  Are you looking for a career 
with great benefits?  
Inter-County Community Council is accepting 

applications for a NEW position in our Head Start 
program to expand our management team and provide additional 
support to our outreach / recruitment efforts.  

Recruitment Coordinator:  Position work with the Head Start 
management team to organize and complete recruitment strate-
gies to identify eligible families for our program.  Position requires 
associate degree in related area or combination of education /
experience related to marketing, communication or recruitment.  
Preference for candidate with Head Start experience.  Position 
would begin as soon as possible, office location Oklee or McIntosh. 
Applications due by August 2, 2024 at 4PM.

For much more information on the position duties, qualifications 
and benefits visit our website at www.intercountycc.org/careers/   

Application is available on the website.  Send completed ap-
plication and resume to Inter-County Community Council, attn.:  
Human Resources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@in-
tercountycc.org. Call 218-796-5144 x1028 for more information 
about the positions and information on salary.  

ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Program Support Position Open

R19-20C

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District has the 
following openings for the 2024-2025 school year: 

Full-time kitchen cook:  The hours for this position are 
6 a.m. until 2 p.m. Monday-Friday.  Must enjoy working 
with kids, be able to work in a standing position for a 
period of time, and pass a ServeSafe food safety course.

(Anticipated opening) Full-time para-educator: The hours 
for this position are 7:45 a.m.-3:20 p.m. Monday-Friday.  Must 
have passed or have the ability to pass a para pro test, enjoy 
working with children.

All positions include the following benefits: PERA retirement 
plan, paid holidays, sick time, and personal time.  Wage range 
is $16.40-$18.70 per hour, dependent on years of previous 
experience.  Must be able to pass a background check.  
Applications can be found on our school website or call Melissa 
Weems at 218-776-3112 Ext. 105 with any questions or to have 
an application emailed to you.

Please submit application, resume, and letter of interest to:
Melissa Weems, HR
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd
Clearbrook, MN  56634
mweems@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

R19-22C

RLCC High School in Oklee has an opening for a paraprofes-
sional for the school year 2024-25. Applications can be found at 

www.rlcc2906.org under School Employment 
Opportunities, please fill it out and return to  
principal Randy Pederson at rpederson@rlcc.
k12.mn.us 

Position open until filled.  ISD 2906 is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Opening for Paraprofessional

O19-20C

The Clubhouse 
Childcare Center is 

hiring for the upcoming 
school year!

No nights, no holidays, no 
weekends, PTO, matched 
retirement, flexible schedules
Full Time and Part Time 
available. Must enjoy kids and 
a positive work environment! 
Teachers, Teaching Assistant, 
and Teaching Aide positions 
available M19-20C

R
5-31C

Call
218-689-2871 

or 218-242-0269

Waling’s Stump Grinding
Local

23+ years of experience
Free estimates

Clearbrook-Gonvick School is looking for an assistant varsity 
football coach for the 2024-2025 season beginning on August 
12th, 2024. Duties will include but are not limited to: teaching 
players the fundamentals of the game of football, being present 
at all games and practices, and collaborating with the varsity head 
coach.  Must be able to pass a background check.

Please submit letter of interest, resume, credentials, and two 
references to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd
Clearbrook, MN  56634 
Attn: Melissa Weems, HR
mweems@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us

VARSITY FOOTBALL COACH

R20-21C

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District has an anticipated 
opening for a temporary, short-term Administrative Assistant/
Testing Coordinator.  This position will begin approximately 
October 1, 2024 and will be for a minimum of 14 weeks.

Requirements:  This position must be able to multi-task and 
communicate with students, parents, and staff. Strong computer 
skills are required. Previous administrative assistant/secretary 
experience is preferred.  Must be able to pass a background check.  
Applications will be accepted until 8/23/2024.  If you have any 
questions in regards to the position, please call Melissa Weems 
at 218-776-3112 Ext. 105.

Please submit letter of interest, resume, credentials, and two 
references to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd
Clearbrook, MN  56634 
Attn: Melissa Weems, HR
mweems@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/
TESTING COORDINATOR

R20-23C

Polk County Full-Time 
Employment Opportunities:

R
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Clerk Typist Cashier III – License Center
$19.50 - $24.70/hr. Position 

Closes July 31, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Election Clerk (Seasonal) – Taxpayer Service Center
$18.57/hr. Position Closes July 31, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Deputy Sheriff Patrol I - II – Sheriff’s Office:
$30.03 – $40.32/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Engineering Technician – Highway:
$26.08 – $36.78/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Environmental Technician – Environmental Services:
$25.69 – $32.55/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Mechanical Maintenance Technician I – Fosston:
$26.49 – $32.55/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Sort Line Operator I - II – Fosston:
$19.99 - $24.33/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

For a full job description, application, and general job openings 
information, go to www.co.polk.mn.us and click on “Careers” 
or call 218-281-5408 Polk County Administrator’s Office. EOE

FOR SALE
2007 Ford Focus

Contact Dick at
218-230-8812

Excellent condition,
 good tires, 
new battery. 

75,000 miles.

R
20tfn,nc

House for Sale To Be Moved

4 Bedroom • 2 Bath • 2 Entries 
5 1/2 miles north of Oklee Come & See 

Call 218-796-5236, 218-686-9097 or 218-688-2992

O
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Red Lake County Central Elementary is accepting applicants 
for a Reading/Math Paraprofessional for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Position will be 5 days per week and 7 hours per day, in our 

reading/math intervention program.   Applicants must 
possess a strong background in reading and math 
concepts. Applicants must be highly qualified or 
eligible to be highly qualified for this position.

Position open until filled.
Interested candidates should contact Andrew 

Fougner, Principal, at 218-465-4222.

Reading/Math Paraprofessional Position

O20C

Red Lake County Central Elementary is accepting applicants for 
a Special Education Paraprofessional for the 2024-2025 school 

year. Position will be 4 days per week (Monday-
Thursday) 7 hours per day, in our preschool 
program. Applicants must be highly qualified or 
eligible to be highly qualified for this position.

Position open until filled.
Interested candidates should contact Andrew 

Fougner, Principal, at 218-465-4222.

Pre-School Paraprofessional Position

O20C

Parts for snowmobiles, 
motorcycles, 3 & 4 
wheelers for sale. 

Lots of vintage sleds. 
Also buying parts/

machines.
Call Tom's Recycling

218-686-7515

FOR SALE

M
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DEADLINE 
NOON FRIDAYS

REAL ESTATE - RENTALS
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218-253-2585 
P.O. Box 477 • 907 Main Avenue South

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
••• Please Call Us for a Quote •••

R
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29 Gauge Painted or Galvanized Steel 
Roofing or Siding Available.  

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING

•	 Post-Frame Buildings
•	 Building Materials
•	 Siding and Roofing
•	 Windows 

•	 Garages
•	 Shops
•	 Homes

Fallsbuidlingcenter.com Fallsbuidlingcenter.com 

R14TFC

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
• Building Materials Sales • Windows & Window Treatments

• Paints & Painting Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

301 Lambert St • Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com • 218-796-5131

O2TFC

G26c-eow-tfc

28112-350th Ave. SE Trail, MN 56684

	 BUCKLAND'S PAINTING
Hot Rubber Bin Sealing • Roof Coatings • Exterior Painting
Have a faded building, rusty roof, a leaky bin, or a bin leaking 

around the bottom? We can help!
We carry a variety of paints and sealants to suit any need.
There is no job too far, estimates are always free, and we 

have references available.

Call or Text (218) 689-9091
www.BucklandsPainting.com

We specialize in painting, coating, and sealing:
metal buildings, metal roofs, grain bins, quonsets, and fuel tanks.

R
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Mentor Farmers’ 
Market 2024

OUR 17TH YEAR OF SERVING LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES WITH LOCAL PRODUCTS!
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 

8 AM to 12 NOON
May 25th through Sept. 28th 

(RAIN OR SHINE)

R
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www.mentorfarmersmarket.org
Like us on Facebook at 
Mentor Farmers Market

Mentor School yard (east)
Large variety of local foods, produce, 
baked goods, ready-to-eat foods, 
flowers, gluten-free products, local 
honey, firewood, soap & lotion products, 
unique craft items and entertainment.

A Variety of Food Trucks
most  Saturdays.

During the most recent leg-
islative session, Minnesota 
lawmakers modified safety 
laws involving children and 
car seats. The new legislation, 
which aims to better protect 
kids in the event of a car crash, 
goes into effect on Aug. 1.

Some of the most notable 
changes include:

• A child must be rear-facing 
until 2 years of age and exceed 
the height or weight limit of 
their child restraint system 
(CRS).

• A forward-facing child 
must use the internal harness 
until they exceed the maximum 
height or weight limit. 

• A child who is at least 4 
years of age and exceeds the 
height or weight limit of the 
forward-facing CRS must be in 
a booster seat.

• A child who is at least 9 
years of age and exceeds the 
height or weight limit of the 
CRS and can pass the 5-Step 
Fit Test must be secured with 
a safety belt.

•	 No child under 13 
years of age can be in the front 
seat.

Learn more about child pas-
senger safety in Minnesota at 
dps.mn.gov.

Essentia Health safety ex-
perts are raising awareness 
about the new legislation.

“It’s important that children 
and families follow these new 
laws, which are designed with 
their safety and well-being in 
mind,” said Allison Nicolson, 
injury prevention specialist at 
Essentia. 

Essentia Health 
highlights new car 
seat laws going 
into effect in 
Minnesota

Do you love to weed?  If you 
do, I would like to hear from 
you! By this time of the garden-
ing season, most gardeners are 
dealing with weeds.  Some of us 
might feel like we are losing the 
battle! Fortunately, there is an 
effective way to greatly reduce 
weeds in your garden while also 
improving the health of your 
plants and that is mulching.  
Mulch can significantly improve 
the health of your plants while 
reducing maintenance needs.

In the spring when it is fi-
nally time to plant your seeds, 
it is so nice to see the neat rows 
with weed-free dirt in between.  
But leaving that dirt uncovered 
provides the perfect opportu-
nity for weed seeds to land and 
start growing.  But before this 
happens, cover that naked soil!  
This is your opportunity to add 
mulch between the rows to 
make it hard for weeds to grow 
while also helping your soil 
retain moisture.  

What is mulch? Mulch is a 
protective layer of material 
that is spread over the soil 
surface around plants. It 
serves several key purposes:

1. Conservation of Moisture: 
Mulch helps retain soil moisture 
by reducing evaporation. This is 
especially beneficial during hot 
and dry periods.

2. Weed Suppression: A thick 
layer of mulch prevents sun-

Master Gardener: Down with Weeds!
light from reaching weed seeds, 
inhibiting their germination 
and growth.

3. Temperature Regulation: 
Mulch acts as insulation, keep-
ing the soil cooler in summer 
and warmer in winter, which 
helps maintain consistent soil 
temperatures.

4. Soil Improvement: Over 
time, organic mulches break 
down and enrich the soil with 
valuable nutrients.

There are two main catego-
ries of mulch: organic and inor-
ganic. Organic mulches include 
materials such as shredded 
bark, wood chips, leaves, grass 
clippings, straw, and compost. 
Organic mulches decompose 
over time, improving soil struc-
ture and fertility.  These are 
the best mulches to use in the 
garden in most circumstances.

Inorganic mulches include 
gravel, stones, and landscape 
fabric. These do not break 
down and are more permanent, 
though they do not contribute 
to soil fertility and can be frus-
trating when you want to make 
changes. For instance, if you 
don’t like the gravel or stone or 
want to expand your garden, it 
is a major endeavor to remove it.   
Inorganic mulches  are techni-
cally better for reducing weeds 
over the long term, but eventu-
ally the barriers break down, 
dirt gets between the rocks 

and the weeds start sprouting 
through.   I really hate weeding 
rock beds. 

The type of mulch you choose 
depends on your garden’s needs. 
For nutrient-rich soil, use or-
ganic mulches like compost, 
straw or shredded leaves.

Follow these steps to ef-
fectively apply mulch to 
your garden:

1. Prepare the Area: Weed 
the area thoroughly before ap-
plying mulch to prevent weeds 
from growing through it.

2. Apply a Layer: Spread 
mulch evenly around plants, 
making sure not to pile it 
against stems or trunks, which 
can promote rotting.

3. Maintain Thickness: Aim 
for a layer of 2-4 inches thick 
for most mulches. Thicker lay-
ers can suffocate plants, while 
thinner layers may not provide 
adequate benefits.

4. Top Up as Needed: Mulch 
breaks down over time, so check 
and top up your mulch layer an-
nually, especially with organic 
materials.  I use straw and pine 
needles to mulch my garden and 
I need to add more each spring.

Tomatoes really benefit from 
plastic mulch, especially when 
they are first planted.  Tomatoes 
are vulnerable to lots of issues, 
and should be watered at their 
roots to keep their leaves dry.  
Becky Livermore, a master 

gardener who provided our area 
with expert gardening advice 
through a newspaper column 
and on Lakeland Public TV for 
many years suggests covering 
the area around your tomato 
plant with plastic.  Plastic 
mulch keeps the soil warm by 
trapping in the heat, which will 
support growth.  The plastic 
also stops soil from splashing up 
on lower leaves when it rains.  

When applying mulch:
● Water First: Before ap-

plying mulch, water your gar-
den thoroughly to help retain 
moisture.

● Mulch Pathways: Use 
mulch on garden pathways to 
suppress weeds and create a 
neat appearance.

● Consider Aesthetics: 
Choose mulch colors and tex-
tures that complement your 
garden’s overall look.

Incorporating mulch into 
your gardening routine is an 
effective way to improve plant 
health and reduce maintenance. 
Mulch offers a range of benefits 
from conserving water to sup-
pressing weeds and enriching 
soil. By understanding how 
and when to apply mulch, you’ll 
set your garden up for success, 
ensuring vibrant and healthy 
plants that thrive in any season.
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AMUSEMENTS
ARCADE
BAND
CARNIVAL
CAROUSEL
CONCESSIONS

AT THE FAIR WORD SEARCH   Answers on page 7

CONTEST
CORNDOG
DANCING
FAIR
FERRIS WHEEL
FIFTY-FIFTY

FUNNEL CAKE
GATE
JAMBOREE
LAUGHTER
LEMONADE
LIVESTOCK

MERRIMENT
PERFORMANCE
POPCORN
RIDES
THRILLS
TICKETS

LAMINATING DONE from business 
card size to letter size, while you wait. 
Richards Publishing Co., Gonvick.	
FAX SERVICE at Richards Publish-
ing, Gonvick. Send $1.50 first page, 
$1.00 each additional. To receive, 
50¢ per page.	

Richards
PublishingCustom Tractors

By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

1x3
Sounds like 

multiplication?
Guess again.

It’s newspaper talk for a
one-column by 3-inch ad.

Too small to be
effective?

You’re reading 
this one!
Richards 

Publishing Co., Inc.
Gonvick • 487-5225

Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Submit Your 
Fishing Pictures!

Include: 
Name of fisherman/woman, date of catch and 

any other details you would like to offer.

Email: richards@gvtel.com

Q u e s -
tion: Since 
I've moved 
to Minneso-
ta, I've seen 

many drivers use right turn 
lanes as a bypass lane.  Is this 
legal or does the sign reading 
"lane must turn" mean exactly 
what it says?

Answer: White signs are 
regulatory and failing to com-
ply can result in a citation for 
“fail to obey traffic control sign/
signal.” “Right Turn Lanes” 
are what they are posted for, 
not passing or bypassing. The 
“Bypass Lane” is for bypassing 
(on the right.) Some areas where 
signs are posted, both of those 
would be permitted. A word of 
caution in those areas where 
both are allowed, remember 
who has the right of way and to 
use due care. 

A portion of state statutes 
were used with permission from 
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 

or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him 
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

W h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  
Goodridge Freedom Festival I 
stumbled across a neat tractor. 
One I am not that familiar with, 
a Custom Model C. I guess what 
caught me up in this one was it 
was so nicely restored!

The tractor belongs to Jon 
Wilson of rural Goodridge, MN. 
During the freedom festival 
there is also a car and tractor 
show. I happened to bring the 
8N Ford the Tri River Pioneers 
are raffling to the parade and 
had it dropped off at the tractor 
show to be on display, by the 
driver, Tom Race. After a day of 
fun it was time to go pick up the 
little Ford and head for home. 
As I did I stopped to visit with 
Jon and his family and friends 
hanging around the tractor 
show. Now, I had seen it in the 
parade but now I got a close 
look at the Custom. 

This prompted me to do a 
little custom research. I did 
uncover some conflicting infor-
mation but I did she the Custom 
Model C was built form 1947-
1949, although some articles 
reported other dates into the 
1950s?! 

The Custom model C was 
power by a Chrysler Indus-
trial engine and other Chrysler 
components. Apparently about 
the same time Jumbo Steel 
Products of Azusa, California 
produced a line of tractors, 
the Simpson Jumbo tractors, 
that had a design apparently 
based on the Custom tractor 
also with a Chrysler engine. 
In my opinion they also have 

many similarities to the No. 3 
Coop tractor. 

According to Jon Wilson 
the Custom moved out down 
the road at around 25 miles 
per hour, so he did not bother 
trailering the tractor but drove 
it into Goodridge for the show, 
and I am glad he did. It was 
fun to see such a nicely restored 
tractor and learn a little history 
of the Custom model C!

How about a little 
tractor trivia?

1. The Custom C had a 
Chrysler Industrial engine with 
______ cylinders?

Jon Wilson's Custom Model C.

2.  The Custom C was built in 
Shelbyville, _________________.
(name the state)

3. The Custom C had a wide 
from, what did they call the 
narrow front version?

4. How many forward speeds 
does the Custom have?

5. The 217 cu. In. engine 
developed _______ hp.

A) 35hp B) 40hp C) 47 hp 
D) 52hp

Answers: 1. 6 cylinders 2. 
Indiana  3. Model B 4) 4 speeds 
forward/one reverse 5. D. 52hp

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

Through the Eyes of Suffering
Did you 

ever learn 
something 

about someone else, and after 
you did, you were able to under-
stand them just a little more? 

That’s what happened to me 
as I listened to a short twelve-
minute devotional about the life 
of Mother Teresa. As I listened, 
the one reading explained that 
at the beginning of her ministry, 
she had a flood of mystical ex-
periences including visions. At 
the heart of each was a deeper 
insight into the burning heart 
of Jesus’ love for souls. In other 
words, it became clearer to her 
how He desires (thirsts) that all 
may know of His love for them. 

They went on to explain that 
immediately after she founded 
the Missionaries of Charity, she 
began to experience darkness in 
her soul. This part I had known. 
However, what I hadn’t known 
was that in1961, she received a 
light about this darkness. After 
discussing it with her Spiritual 
Director, she realized that her 
painful longing was actually 
a share in the thirst of Jesus 
for souls. 

“For the first time in eleven 
years,” she said, “I have come to 
love the darkness, for I believe 
now, that this is a part … a very, 
very small part of Jesus’ dark-
ness and pain on earth.”

She found the strength to 
persevere because she realized 
the darkness was a link uniting 
her to the suffering of Christ 
Jesus.

What about us? Do we yet 
realize the mysterious link 
between the suffering we some-
times experience in our own 
lives and that of the Lord’s 

suffering? Do we see it as gift? 
Do we see it as a call to be par-
takers of?

Mother Teresa said, “…when 
you feel miserable inside, look 
at the cross and you will know 
what is happening. Suffering, 
pain, sorrow, humiliation, feel-
ings of loneliness are nothing 
but the kiss of Jesus. A sign 
you have come so close—He 
can kiss you. Suffering is a gift 
from God.”

I’m not advocating to go it 
alone in this crazy world when 
we feel crazed. Mother Teresa 
sought out another with whom 
to talk. It gave her insight. It 
gave her perspective. What I 
learned was that Mother Teresa 
was willing to see her suffering 
as an invitation of being in-
vited into a more intimate and 
prayerful understanding of His 
suffering. 

Once again, I am not advocat-
ing to toss out the medications. 
However, when we are invited 
to share in His sufferings, don’t 
miss out on the opportunity to 
see things as Christ sees them 
and not how we perceive them 
to be. And, may you lean into 
others for their perspective…so 
you will better see His.

Psalm 56:8 explains how our 
sorrow matters to God. “You 
have kept count of my tossings; 
put my tears in your bottle! Are 
they not in your book?”

Romans 5:3-5 explains how 
our pain has a purpose. “More 
than that, we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suf-
fering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 
and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been 

poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us.” 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 explains 
that as we endure difficulties, 
we can turn and offer comfort 
to others. “…and God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all 
our affliction, so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in 
any affliction, with the comfort 
with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. For as we 
share abundantly in Christ’s 
suffering so through Christ we 
share abundantly in comfort 
too.”

 Although we may not fully 
understand the Mystery of 
Faith this side of the veil, we 
can pray as those who have 
gone before us. “Jesus I trust 
in You.”  Amen

North Country 
Health Nuggets

(Clearwater, Hubbard and Lake of the Woods Counties)

Pertussis: Cases increas-
ing in Minnesota

Minnesota is experiencing 
a significant rise in pertussis 
cases with patients ranging in 
age from 4 months to 80 years 
and a median age of 15 years.  
This increase is particularly 
notable among adolescents. 

Total number of cases report-
ed in Minnesota as of December 
30, 2023: 61

Total number of confirmed/
probable pertussis cases re-
ported in Minnesota in 2024 as 
of July 3, 2024: 244

Despite the growing num-
ber of reports, pertussis often 
remains undiagnosed due to its 
varied clinical presentation and 
symptom overlap with other 
respiratory illnesses. 

The best part:  Pertussis is 
a vaccine preventable illness.  
There are two pertussis vac-
cines: DTaP and Tdap. Both 
vaccines are given in combina-
tion with tetanus and diphthe-
ria. Your age determines which 
vaccine you should receive and 
how many doses you need. Talk 
to your health care provider or 
local public health agency to 
find out more.

When Do People Get the 
DTaP/Tdap Vaccine?  Kids get 
the DTaP immunizations as 
a series of 5 shots at ages: 2 

months, 4 months, 6 months, 
15-18 months and 4-6 years old.

They get Tdap vaccine (also 
called the adolescent booster 
dose) at ages 11 to 12. Older 
teens and adults who haven't 
yet had a booster with pertus-
sis coverage also should get it. 
(This is especially important for 
adults who will be around new-
born babies, such as grandpar-
ents or other caregivers.) Then, 
boosters are recommended 
every 10 years with either 
Tdap or Td (only tetanus and 
diphtheria).

Vaccination Rates for Chil-
dren age 24-35 months in 2023:

Minnesota-63% are vacci-
nated, Clearwater county-35.6% 
are vaccinated, Hubbard coun-
ty-are 50% vaccinated and Lake 
of the Woods county-are 51.5% 
vaccinated.    

Minnesota Department of 
Health July 2024

For more information: Per-
tussis (Whooping Cough) Facts 
- MN Dept. of Health (state.
mn.us)

Submitted by: North Coun-
try Community Health Ser-
vices- www.ncchb.org or find 
us on Facebook-North Country 
Community Health Services

(Clearwater, Hubbard and 
Lake of the Woods Public 
Health)

Northern Exposure to Life-
long Learning (NELL), serv-
ing Clearwater and East Polk 
Counties, is excited to share the 
"tentative" Fall 2024 Program 
lineup.  NELL currently plans 
11 diverse programs that will 
begin the first week of Sep-
tember. All NELL programs 
are on Wednesdays and begin 
at 9:30am, with doors opening 
at 9:00am (UNLESS otherwise 
noted***). Each program is 60 
minutes in length, plus time 
for questions, unless otherwise 
noted***. Occasionally, pro-
grams may exceed the allotted 
time. Speakers do their best to 
stay on time, however questions 
and comments outside of Q&A 
will add time to completion of 
the program. Please feel free 
to leave if necessary.  Light 

Northern Exposure to Lifelong 
Learning (NELL) Fall schedule

refreshments are served before 
regular scheduled programs.

Sept. 4th: "How to Pro-
tect Yourself from Fraud and 
Scams" - Martin Fleischhacker 
- Bagley American Legion(a 
collaboration w/ First National 
Bank of Bagley)

Sept. 11th: "Where Were 

You October 7, 2023" - Jim & 
Nina Palubiki/Rick & Cheryl 
Mollin - Fosston Arts Center- 
Fosston

***Sept. 14th:  SATURDAY 
"Curtis & Loretta In Concert" - 
(1:00 PM) McIntosh Community 
Center-McIntosh (There will 
be 2 sets, 45 min each w/ break 
between sets) 

Sept. 18th: "Cancer: A Defin-
ing Moment" - Juliegh Prosser 
- Bagley Public Library - Bagley

Sept. 25th: "Refugee from 
Czech to USA Part II- Life in 
America" -  Fay Dickey - Good 
Shepherd Lutheran - Clear-
brook

Oct. 2nd: "Experience In, 
Leaving, and Life After Being 
in a Cult" - Bret Byfield - Faith 
Lutheran Church Sanctuary - 
Bagley

Oct. 9th: "Finding Your 
Beat: Walking W/ The Rhythm 
of Life" - Tim Eggebraaten 
- Bagley American Legion - 
Bagley

Oct. 16th: "Fire Safety: Iden-
tifying Fire and Other Hazards 
in the Home & How to Prevent 
Them" - Justin Netland: Bagley 
Volunteer Fire Chief -Bagley 
American Legion - Bagley

Oct. 23rd:  "Life as A Viking 
Woman in the Viking Age" - 
Alethea Kenney - Gonvick Com-
munity Center

*Nov. 6th: "Name That Min-
nesota Town" @ 9:30 AM and 
"Going to Work: The WPA in 
Minnesota @ 11:15am - Doug 
Ohman Bagley American Le-
gion - Bagley (RESCHEDULED 
From SPRING 2024) *Please 
note this is a double header 
with two programs back to 
back.  Light refreshments will 
be served, however plan ac-
cordingly.

NELL is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization that has been 
bringing quality programs to 
our area since 2003. Primary 
funding for programs comes 
from public and private dona-
tions, memberships, memorials, 
etc. All donations are tax de-
ductible. We hope the programs 
on offer for Fall 2024 will inspire 
you to become a member and/or 
donate to the program. All funds 
go towards the continued di-
verse and innovative program-
ming! To donate, you may send 
a check or MO order to NELL  
PO Box 585, Bagley, MN 56621.  
Thank you in advance for this 
consideration. On behalf of the 
Northern Exposure to Lifelong 
Learning Board of Directors 
and myself, we do hope that you 
enjoy the Fall 2024 programs.
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By Dennis Peterson
Cameron Labelle has been 

around racing for most of his 
life.  The 18 year old from Guth-
rie, Minnesota is in his third 
year of racing at Bemidji Speed-
way.   He began dirt track racing 
in the Wissota Pure Stock class.  
This year he made the big move 

up into the Wissota Super Stock 
class where he currently sits in 
9th place overall.   Labelle got 
his interest in racing through 
his Grandpa Tom.  Tom Lindahl 
has been the Garfield Lake Ice 
Racers flagman for many years 
and grandson Cameron was 
with him from the time he was 

old enough to understand what 
the racing was all about.   

When Cameron was old 
enough, he raced himself on 
the ice for four years with the 
Garfield Lake Ice Racers.   Cam-
eron has won a couple of feature 
races and finished 2nd in a great 
race two weeks ago and third in 

both his heat and the feature 
last week in the very competi-
tive Wissota Super Stock class.  
Cameron can be seen each 
Sunday in the #27 Super stock 
at Bemidji Speedway.

By Deane Morrison
In August we’re treated to 

two astronomical shows, one 
annual and one rare.

The annual show is the Per-
seid meteor shower, which 
peaks in the moonless mornings 
of the 11th, 12th and 13th. The 
best time will be near dawn, 
when the radiant—the spot in 
the constellation Perseus from 
which the meteors emanate—
will be highest. With dark 
skies, you may see more than 50 
meteors an hour. And while the 
meteors originate in Perseus, 
many will only flash into view 
after traveling a good distance 
from it.

The rare show is a close, 
mid-month encounter between 
Mars and Jupiter, which have 
been approaching each other 
amid bright constellations usu-
ally seen on winter evenings. 
This, too, is best viewed in the 
predawn hour, when the bulk of 
the winter stars will have joined 
the planets. 

If you’re unfamiliar with 
the current morning sky, try 
venturing out on August 3 or 4, 

when the two planets and the 
bright star Aldebaran, the eye 
of Taurus, the bull, form an al-
most equilateral triangle. Mars 
will be highest, Jupiter at the 
lower left, and Aldebaran at the 
lower right. The close encounter 
comes on the 14th, when Jupiter 
glides less than a moon width 
below the red planet. This all 
unfolds beneath the iconic Ple-
iades star cluster and just left 
of the V-shaped Hyades star 
cluster, which forms the face 
of Taurus.

During the last 10 days of 
August, look near the southern 
horizon at nightfall, when the 
star pattern aptly named the 
Teapot of Sagittarius is highest. 
Its spout will be poised to pour 
tea on the tail of Scorpius. To 
the west glimmers Antares, the 
scorpion’s red heart.

On the 19th, a large, bright 
“supermoon” rises in twilight 
and leads Saturn across the 
night sky. It is also a blue moon 
according to the original defini-
tion: the third of four full moons 
coming in one season.

By Dennis Peterson
What was going to be a very 

special night at the speedway 
ended up being postponed until 
next Sunday August 4th.   The 
track was going to introduce the 
2024 Bemidji Speedway Hall of 
Class but uncertain weather 
conditions forced the postpone-
ment.

Next Sunday the races will 
resume and the Hall of Fame 
class of 2024 will be introduced 
during the intermission.

Along with the Hall of Fame 
inductions it will be Great 
River Rescue Night sponsored 
by First National Bank.   Fans 
bringing donations for Great 
River Rescue will receive $2.00 
off admission.   Also, the track 
will match all donations made 
to Great River Rescue.

Current point standings are 
heating up with several classes 
within just a few points with 
just four race nights remaining.

Current top five in each 
class:

 
Bemidji Mini Stocks:
1. Ashton Schwinn  	 930 Points
2. Conrad Schwinn 	     928
3. Hayden Engen    	     887
4. Cody Bush          	       846
5. Cameron Schwinn	  820
 
Wissota Pure Stocks:
1. Austin Carlson        899 Points
2. Kade Leeper       	      898

3. Dustin Puffe        	     894
4. Deryk Weleski     	     811
5. Justin Barsness   	     811
 
Wissota Hornets:
1. Jayme Gordon     	    862
2. Megan Vernlund   	  828
3. Aiden Kessler        	   826
4. Mateja Dreyer      	   800
5. Ryker Larson	 689
 
Wissota Mod Fours:
1. Blake Erickson     	    816
2. Ashton Schwinn    	  766
3. Conrad Schwinn   	   760
4. Kevin Bahr           	     710
5. Brooke Erickson   	   689
 
Wissota Midwest Modifieds:
1. Skyler Smith        	     899
2. Doyle Erickson    	     865
3. Landon Gross     	      799
4. Noah Bitz           	       749
5. Brennan Schmidt  	  738
 
Wissota Super Stocks:
1. Dalton Carlson    	     796
2. Matt Sparby        	     790
3. Nic Lewis               	    770
4. Brandon Bahr      	    747
5. Ron Reed               	    690
 
Wissota Modifieds:
1. Lance Schilling      	   825
2. Jeff Reed                 	  798
3. Josh Beaulieu        	   775
4. Alan Olafson           	 638
5. Davey Mills            	   396

Bemidji Speedway 
7/28/2024 “Postponed”

Cameron Labelle with his Grandfather Tom Lindahl next to him.

Bemidji Speedway Driver Profile “Cameron Labelle”

Minnesota Starwatch 
for August 2024

WASHINGTON, DC – To-
day, U.S. Senator Tina Smith 
(D-MN) announced Red Lake 
Nation and Lower Sioux Indian 
Community were selected to re-
ceive federal funding to support 
small business development in 
their communities. The Tribes 
will use the funding to help 
small businesses access credit, 
which can be difficult in Indian 
Country. Tribal communities 
are systemically under-banked, 
making it nearly impossible 
for small businesses to obtain 
the financing they need to 
grow. Tribal governments can 
remove these barriers by work-
ing directly with businesses in 
their communities.  The fund-
ing was awarded through the 
Small Business Credit Initia-
tive, which was reauthorized 
and expanded by the American 
Rescue Plan, which Senator 
Smith supported.

“Access to capital is essen-
tial to the economic health and 
growth of Tribal communities 
in Minnesota and across Indian 
Country,” said Senator Smith. 
“Native-owned small businesses 
face disproportionate obstacles 

U.S. Senator Tina Smith 
Announces Small Business 
Funding for Tribal Nations
Red Lake Nation and Lower Sioux Indian 
Community were both selected

when trying to secure capital 
to develop and grow their busi-
nesses, especially in rural areas 
like Red Lake and Lower Sioux. 
Tribes know best what works 
for their communities, and this 
funding will help Tribal econo-
mies to grow and thrive.”

“The SSBCI allocation is 
an important steppingstone 
for meaningful economic de-
velopment on the Red Lake 
Nation.  Breaking down barri-
ers surrounding capital access 
for Tribal and member owned 
businesses to equitably partici-
pate in opportunities that have 
historically been unavailable in 
Indian Country is a transforma-
tive change.  An investment 
like SSBCI will help the Red 
Lake Nation achieve a vision of 
economic independence as well 
as continue to fuel the growth 
of our Tribal economy that also 
benefits rural communities 
across Minnesota.  This change 
would not be possible without 
the advocacy and efforts of 
Senator Smith and Senator 
Klobuchar,” said Jake Robin-
son, Chief Development Officer, 
Red Lake, Inc.

The 25th anniversary of the 
Roseau ALS Walk/Run was held 
last Saturday at the Roseau 
City Park. The first Roseau 
ALS Walk/Run was held July 
1999 and was the brainchild 
of Lenni Billberg which raised 
over $20,000. This event re-
mains Roseau strong and was 
a phenomenal success raising 
over $49,000 for the fight to find 
a cure for ALS. There were over 
200 registered participants and 
40 volunteers making this the 
largest event yet.

The praise band from First 
United Lutheran Church kicked 
off the event with a few praise 
songs. At the end of the set Pas-
tor Dean Hedlund sang the song 
Never Surrender by Corey Hart. 
The song Never Surrender was 
the inspiration for the motto 
that Wes Blakeslee adopted 
during his battle with ALS. It 
is in the spirit of Wes’ vision 
that the Black Woods Blizzard 
Tour changed their name to 
the Never Surrender Black 
Woods Blizzard Tour; which is 
the largest fund-raiser in the 
nation for ALS. Wes’ brothers 
Mike and Dan Blakeslee and 
his good friend Paul Vogel sit 
on the board of the non-profit 
Never Surrender Inc; whose 
sole purpose is to help people 
living with ALS.

The events began with a fun 
run for the littles followed by 
the runners and walkers doing 
the 5k and 10k. There was a 
memory tent and a memorial 
garden for those that we honor 
who are living with ALS and for 
those we remember who have 
died from ALS. Following the 
races the team hosted lunch for 
everyone. The winners of the 5k 
were Audrey Hayden, with a 
time of 22 minutes 41 seconds, 
for the females and Barrett 
Hamre, with at time of 19 min-
utes 59 seconds, for the males. 
The winners of the 10k were 
Chelsea Nelson, with a time of 
48 minutes 53 seconds, for the 
females and Ben Nierengarten, 
with a time of 45 minutes 43 
seconds, for the males.

Prizes were given to the top 
fund-raising earners. Sonja 
Olson was the top fund-raiser 

25th Anniversary ALS Walk/Run Recap
with raising over $8,000. Sonja’s 
husband, Mark Olson, passed 
last year after a 3 year battle 
with ALS. Through the gener-
ous donations of so many com-
panies the team was able to give 
prizes to the top 13 fund-raisers 
and give away many door prizes 
to the registered participants.

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 
(ALS) is a fatal neurodegenera-
tive disease characterized

by the death of motor neu-
rons in the brain and spinal 
cord. The destruction of the 
motor neurons results in the 
progressive wasting away of 
voluntary muscles. The life 
expectancy of a person living 
with ALS is 2-5 years from 
diagnosis. An estimated 30,000 
people in the United States are 
living with ALS at any given 
time. There is no known cure 
for ALS … yet. The ultimate 
goal of the Roseau ALS Walk/
Run is to fight this disease until 

a cure is found.
This years’ event was in hon-

or of the following currently suf-
fering with ALS: Joshua Proulx, 
Bea Kruse and Norm Opdahl. 
The event is in memory of the 
following who have suffered 
and died from ALS: Edwin An-
derson, Eldon “Eldy” Anderson, 
Wendy Blais, Wes Blakeslee, 
Nancy Burggraf, Margie Doug-
las, Francine Fish, Abe Foss, 
Dorothy Didrikson Grotte, Ma-
vis Johnson, Janet Jensen, Syl-
via Jensen, Bob Kauppila, Ray 
Carlson, Kris Jenson, Jeffrey 
Bruha, Annette Bruggeman, 
Dale Hillstead, Lynn Sabourin, 
Evangeline “Vany” Larson, Clif-
ford Nordine, Richard “Dick” 
Novacek, Marlowe Martin, Mel-
vin Mortensen, Silvia Raymond, 
Larry Rislov, Jack Ritteman, 
Wayne Hites, Chad Schmitz, El-
len Smith, Delsie Thiessen, Or-
ville Dybedahl, Danny Johnson, 
Father Don Braukmann, Bill 

Sindelir, Mark Olson, Sheldon 
Peterson and Barb Jenson.

The funds earned at this 
event are given to Never Sur-
render, Inc; the organization 
that determines how the money 
will be used. The following is 
their tenet, “Never Surrender 
Inc. has one simple goal: to help 
people living with ALS. All net 
proceeds stay LOCAL to the 
Midwest area, supporting our 
local communities. We believe 
that every person who has ALS 
deserves the same access to 
critical care and treatments as 
someone who lives near a major 
medical facility.”

Thank you to all those who 
participated and volunteered 
at this year’s event. Thank you 
to all the business that donated 
cash and prizes. The success of 
this event would not be possible 
without you. Until a cure is 
found for ALS we must Never 
Surrender!

Ben Nierengarten

Chelsea NelsonBarrett HamreAudrey Hayden
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Obituary for
Mercedes Iverson

Mercedes “Ginny” Iver-
son, age 92, passed away on 
July 15, 2024, at The Alton 
Memory Care in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.

Mercedes Virginia Het-
land was born June 14, 1932, 
in Gonvick, Minnesota, to 
Reubin and Ruth (Odneson) 
Hetland. She graduated from 
Gonvick High School in 1950, 
and received a degree in nurs-
ing from the Abbott Hospital 
School of Nursing in 1953. 
Ginny received her Masters of 
Science, Phi Kappa Phi, from 
South Dakota State Univer-
sity in 1981, and worked as a 
Registered Nurse her entire 
career, retiring in 1993.   

Ginny married Ralph B. 
Iverson on June 17, 1958, 
and they remained happily 
married until his passing 
in April 2022. They lived in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota, 
and finally settled in Sioux 
Falls in 1988. She was a 
strong, inquisitive and hard-
working woman who greatly 
valued education, and was 
always striving to learn and 
grow. She and Ralph trav-
eled extensively after their 
retirements in Europe, Asia, 

and North America. Ginny 
was always extremely ac-
tive, and enjoyed gardening 
(particularly wild flowers!), 
numerous crafts, feeding her 
birds and squirrels, walking, 
berry-picking, genealogy, 
computers, and dragging her 
less-enthusiastic husband 
and family to various genea-
logical and historical lectures 
and entertainment events. 
She was generous to many 
with her time, treasure, and 
talents and was a loyal and 
devoted friend. She will be 
missed.

Grateful for having shared 
her life are her two children, 
Nancy (Mike) McKnight and 
Marc (Katie) Iverson; seven 
grandchildren:  Jessica (Josh) 
Butler, Ryan (Brittany) McK-
night, Kelly (Nick) Purcell, 
Megan McKnight, Ingrid 
Iverson, Annika Iverson, 
and Thor Iverson; two great-
granddaughters, Brynn and 
Shay McKnight; and nu-
merous other relatives and 
friends.

Ginny was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
brother, Wayne Hetland; and 
husband Ralph.

A private family grave-
side service will be held in 
the coming weeks at Fort 
Snelling National Cemetery 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
George Boom Funeral Home 
& On-Site Crematory, Sioux 
Falls, SD has been entrusted 
with final arrangements, visit 
www.georgeboom.com for an 
online guestbook.   

Ginny's family is grate-
ful to the staff of The Alton 
Memory Care and Our Lady 
of Peace Hospice for providing 
loving care for Ginny. 

Jordan Schurman
Funeral Director
George Boom Funeral 

Home & On-Site Crematory
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-336-1454

Obituary for 
Erick Reeber, M.D.

Erick (“Doc”) Reeber, who 
lived his childhood dream of 
being a small-town country 
doctor, passed away peace-
fully in his sleep at age 93 
surrounded by family.

Erick was born in Brook-
lyn, NY, the child of immi-
grants Paul (Pinchas) and 
Ray (Rivka) (nee Schact-
er) Reeber. Erick grew up 
in a tiny one room studio 
apartment behind the corner 
drugstore his father ran. He 
graduated from Stuyvesant 
High School at age 16, then 
won a New York Regents 
Scholarship, attending the 
University of Buffalo with a 
major in mathematics. In his 
junior year of college, he was 
awarded a Regents Scholar-
ship covering the cost of medi-
cal school and received his 
Doctor of Medicine from the 
University of Buffalo in 1956.

While an undergraduate, 
he met and fell in love with 
Jane Mitchell Larke. They 
soon married and remained 
married until her death in 
2012. Together, they had four 
children.

After medical residency in 
Elmira, NY, Erick joined the 
Navy Medical Corps where he 
was stationed in San Fran-
cisco and sailed the Pacific 
Ocean. When his active duty 
ended, he continued in the 
Navy Reserves achieving the 
rank of Command-
er before retiring 
from service after 
34 years. While 
serving his coun-
try, he earned the Armed 
Forces Service Medal for his 
years of service.

He joined a medical prac-
tice in Thief River Falls, MN 
in 1959, followed by a solo 
practice in Frazee, MN.

In 1964, he joined the 
Clearwater Clinic in Bagley, 
MN where he built up his 
practice, eventually leaving 
to again have a solo practice 
in Bagley. He kept the clinic 
open until 1995 when he “re-
tired”.

Erick loved all aspects of 
medicine, whether deliver-
ing babies, figuring out a 
subtle medical issue that 
other doctors missed, serving 
on the local hospital board, or 
working with other doctors to 
address issues in health care. 
And, yes, he made house calls, 
sometimes via snowmobile.

He took great pride in 

having some of the lowest 
fees of any family doctor in 
Minnesota and was happy to 
take a jar of honey or a side 
of beef as payment. For finan-
cially struggling patients, as 
long as they had always made 
monthly payments (even just 
a dollar a month), he some-
times provided a small low 
interest loan to cover an emer-
gency expense.

He was considered an ex-
cellent doctor, not only by his 
patients, but by other doctors 
as well for his ability to diag-
nose difficult cases. Special-
ists to whom he had referred 
patients sometimes wrote to 
tell him, “If you had not told 
me where to look, I would not 
have found the problem.” Yet, 
when the University of Min-
nesota’s Medical School asked 
him to join their faculty, he 
said he preferred to remain 
a small-town country doctor. 
After closing his practice, he 
continued to fill in at the VA 
hospital until he had a small 
stroke at age 69. He remained 
active on many medical and 
cultural boards well into his 
eighties.

In 2014, he moved to Grand 
Forks to Valley Senior Living 
on 42nd street, where he was 
known for his stories, jokes, 
and poetry recitations.

Erick was also an avid 
stamp collector, bird watcher, 
and supporter of local cul-
tural, scientific, educational, 
and art organizations. The 
Royal Philatelic Society of 
London made him a Fellow 
for his contributions to the 
understanding of Madagascar 
British Consular Mail. He 
and Jane traveled the world 
to bird watch. He served for 
many years on the board of 
“Farm by the Lake” in Bagley 
and contributed to many 
other local organizations.

Surviving him is his broth-
er Morton (Zelda) Reeber, his 
sister-in-law Anne Schneider, 
four children–Larke (Jack 
Fendell) Reeber, Katherine 
(Leo) Arnold, Andrew (Deb-
bie) Reeber, Martha (Van) 
Janway, eight grandchildren–
Crystal (Ron) Blue, Erick 
(Emily) Arnold, May Fendell, 
Caitlin (Jason) Buschmann, 
Samuel (Soumya Suresh) 
Fendell, Rae Vander Werf, 
Corianne (Josh) Petersen, 
Benjamin Reeber, eight great-
grandchildren, one foster 
great-grandchild, four nieces 
and nephews, and five great-
nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, 
his parents, and an infant 
granddaughter.

Burial was at Fort Snelling 
on July 15 with full military 
honors. His wife Jane’s ashes 
were interred with him. There 
will be a memorial event for 
both of them in Bagley on 
September 14. For details, 
email reebermem@yahoo.com 
or call 218-308-6361. In lieu 
of flowers, the family asks 
that contributions be made 
to the “Farm by the Lake” in 
Bagley or another cultural, 
educational, scientific, or art 
organization.

Obituary for 
Donna Schwab

Donna Mae (Erie) Schwab, 
age 90 of New Brighton, Min-
nesota passed away peace-
fully at home while holding 
hands with her daughter Bar-
bara and surrounded by the 
love of her family and friends.

Visitation was held on 
Thursday, June 6th from 
4-7:30 pm at Washburn-Mc-
Reavy Shoreview Chapel, 
515 Hwy 96 W., Shoreview. A 
celebration of life and funeral 
service was held on Friday, 
June 7th at 11:00 am at Abid-
ing Savior Lutheran Church, 
8211 Red Oak Drive, Mounds 
View with visitation one hour 
prior.  The service was offici-
ated by Pastor Lisa Schafer 
Engen with Gary Peterson 
as the piano accompanist 
and soloist. A luncheon fol-
lowed in the Fellowship Hall 
catered by Kafe 421. Burial 
was at Morningside Memo-
rial Gardens Cemetery in 
Coon Rapids. Pallbearers 
were Thomas Enget, Mark 
Erie, Bryan Pederson, Bryan 
Osmonson, Chris Sauro III 
and Dave Schwab. Honorary 
Pallbearers were Jackson 
Leslie and Allison Leslie.

Donna Mae was born in the 
afternoon on July 7, 1933 in 
Pine Lake Township, Clear-
water County Minnesota on 
the family farm to parents 
Oscar and Anna (Offerdahl) 
Erie. She was the sixth of nine 
children. Donna Mae had six 
sisters and two brothers. She 
was 100% Norwegian and 
very proud of her Norwegian 
heritage. Donna Mae was 
baptized and confirmed at 
Samhold Lutheran Church 
in Gonvick. She attended the 
Taflin Country School from 
grades 1-3 with her siblings 
Florence, Harvey and Mar-
garet. Donna Mae, along with 
her siblings, grew up on the 
farm just south of Gonvick; 
this became a Century Farm 
in 2017. 

During the winter of 1946, 
the family moved to their 
new family farm in town. 
Donna Mae started fourth 
grade at Gonvick Elementary 
School where she met her best 
and life-long friend Laurene. 
Donna Mae was involved with 
the church youth group and 
member of the Girl Scouts. 
She was captain of the Girl’s 
basketball team her senior 
year and a member of the 
Girl’s Athletic Association 
(GAA). Donna Mae liked to 
go rollerskating at Pine Lake. 
On Friday and Saturday 
night, she enjoyed going to 
dances in Shevlin and Gully. 
She worked as a waitress at 
the Sunflower Café in town. 
Graduating from Gonvick 
High School in 1951, Donna 
Mae moved to Minneapolis in 
November of that year.

She met the love of her life 
Ralph Clinton Schwab and 
was married on September 
27, 1952. In October of 1958, 
they bought their first and 
only home in New Brighton. 
Together they raised three 
beautiful daughters and were 
active in their community. 
JoAnn was born in 1954, Sha-
ron in 1955 and Barbara in 
1962. Donna Mae was a Sun-
day School teacher, worked in 
the church nursery and sup-
ported the funeral lunch crew. 
She was a member of the 
Parent Teacher Association 
(PTA), Kindergarten Round-
up, Elementary School Room 
Mother and a chaperone for 
the Irondale High School 
Marching and Pep Band. 

Ralph and Donna Mae 

were very family oriented. 
They enjoyed activities the 
entire family could partici-
pate in such as snowmobiling, 
sliding, ice skating, mak-
ing a snowman, bike riding, 
croquet, darts, going to the 
lake swimming and having 
a barbeque. Ralph enjoyed 
working in his garden. Donna 
Mae would can and freeze the 
fresh vegetables and fruits 
from the garden.

Ralph was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer in January 
of 1980. Donna Mae continued 
to work full-time and served 
as her husband’s primary care 
provider. She became a widow 
at age 47. Ralph was her 
soulmate. Never complaining, 
she continued her life journey 
alone focusing on her family.

Donna Mae was employed 
by Medtronic Inc. for 23 years. 
She worked in the Clean 
Room and Parts Cleaning. 
In 1992, Donna Mae won 
and was awarded the Star 
of Excellence. She retired on 
June 25, 1995 and became of 
a member of the Very Special 
People (VSP) Retiree Club. 
Donna Mae was an active 
volunteer and attended social 
club activities. She volun-
teered at Feed My Starving 
Children, Second Harvest, 
Bridging, St. David’s Chil-
dren’s Home, Medtronic’s 
Blood Drive and Health Fairs.

Her hobbies included vol-
unteering, helping seniors, ge-
nealogy, collecting antiques, 
gardening and canning, work-
ing in her yard, reading the 
newspaper, playing Bingo, 
dancing, going to parades, 
attending concerts and dining 
out. She was a huge sports 
fan. Over the years, she had 
Minnesota Gophers, Twins, 
North Stars and Kicks season 
tickets. Minnesota’s Pride 
on Ice Men’s Hockey Team 
was her favorite. Her most 
important roles were being 
a devoted mother and loving 
grandmother. She attended 
many church programs, dance 
recitals, band concerts and 
sporting events. Generously 
hosted holidays and birthday 
celebrations. Donna Mae was 
the family matriarch and 
led by example. She leaves 
a legacy of being a Christian 
lady with integrity, compas-
sion, exemplary morals, dem-
onstrating the value of family 
and importance of friends, 
and living on in our hearts 
forever.

Donna Mae had a real 
sweet tooth. She enjoyed 
drinking a cup of coffee and 
eating a tasty treat. Donna 
Mae enjoyed fudge, cookies, 
bars, pie, lefsa, rosettes and 
krumkake. She loved ice 
cream treats. Recently, her 
favorite was a hot fudge malt 
from Dairy Queen. The grand-
children enjoyed bringing her 
a malt and seeing the smile on 
her face. She was delighted 
and appreciative.

The last four years of her 
life Donna Mae was met with 
multiple health challenges 
and the Covid pandemic. She 
was able to remain in her 
home with the help, support 
and caregiving by her family, 
especially from her daughter 
Barbara, and the care from 
Dr. Kurt Elting-Ballard. 

She is survived by daugh-
ters JoAnn (Chris Jr.) Sauro 
of North Branch; Sharon 
(Keith) Enget of Coon Rap-
ids; and Barbara Schwab of 
New Brighton,. Grandchil-
dren Chris Sauro III, An-
gela Sauro, Sharon (Chris) 
Leslie and Thomas Enget. 
Great-grandchildren Jackson 
Leslie, Allison Leslie and 
Tucker Hentges. Grandson-
in-law Martin Hentges. Sis-
ters Beverly Erie and Janet 
(Glenn) Osmonson. Brother-
in-laws Clyde Hare and Wally 
Schwab. She is survived by 
many nieces, nephews, God-
children, friends, neighbors 
and church family.

She was preceded in death 
by her loving husband, Ralph 
Clinton; by siblings Doris 
(Floyd) Sather; Carol Tollef-
son; Florence (Forrest) Han-
son; Harvey (Marilyn) Erie; 
Orvin Erie and Margaret 
Hare.

By Eric Mickelson
This summer I have heard a 

lot about the “Trolls” in Detroit 
Lakes, MN. My wife said she 
would like to go see them! I 
never really understood what 
we were exactly talking about. 
Now I think I get it!

Earlier this year I wrote 
a few stories about having a 
fun trip to Maine with my son, 
daughter-in-law, and grand-
kids. I went to help them move 
to their new spot as they contin-
ued to do their travel nursing. 
Well, being retired I enjoyed a 
week of fun, back in April. My 
wife was not so amused so this 
past week we took a trip to visit 
again, wife included this time! 
As most of you grandparents 
understand, it was a great trip!

One of our adventures was 
to Boothbay, Maine, of course a 
meal of lobster was included! If 
you ever read my “tractor” arti-
cle you know my wonderful wife 
attends many tractor shows. 
This time was my turn to return 

 Trolls…..Now I get it!
the favor. One of our many great 
stops was the Coastal Maine Bo-
tanical Garden. We say many, 
many flowers. The cool thing 
was Maine has a similar climate 
to our Minnesota home so most 
of the plants were recognizable!  
It was a beautiful day with 
beautiful flowers!

The other attraction……..
Trolls! Danish artist Thomas 
Dambo has added a new mys-
tery to the Botanical Garden, 
recycled, wooden Trolls! Hid-
ing throughout the 300 acre 
gardens these giant Trolls are 
waiting to be discovered. When 
you find a Troll you are given 
a clue and put the clues to-
gether to learn the secret of the 
“Guardians of the Seed!”

The whole garden is simply 
beautiful and with the 5 hidden 
Trolls it adds great fun for all 
members of the family. When 
I get home, I just may have 
to head to DL to see Trolls in 
Minnesota!

Check out our website
www.tricocanary.com
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The City Workers have been working around the clock pumping water out of town. Many residents' basements were flooded as the lift station couldn't keep up.

City of Grygla recorded 7.99" on the rain gauge in town.

Shown above and below is Shannon and Denise Ostby’s yard and driveway, which is 
just one of the many flooded properties in and around Grygla. The Mud River spilled 
over its banks and surrounded the Ostby property. Photo taken by Kari Sundberg, Eagle 
Editor

Brittany Tesarek and her kids, Aaron and Paige, in their boat last Saturday on the flooded street in front of their house. Britney's husband Tim was up at 2am pushing water in 
their basement for 6 hours the night it rained to prevent their basement from flooding. Photos courtesy of Deb Loberg

Moorhead, Minn. – Cole 
Riegert, a Diesel Equipment 
Technology student at M State, 
is a 2024 SkillsUSA Champion-
ships bronze medalist.  

Riegert was awarded third 
place in the national competi-
tion’s Diesel Equipment Tech-
nology category after complet-
ing rigorous written and hands-
on tests. He received his medal 
during an awards ceremony at 
the Georgia World Congress 
Center in Atlanta on June 28.  

It was Riegert’s second time 
competing at the national Skill-
sUSA Championships; he took 
sixth place in the Diesel Equip-
ment Technology category last 
year.    

“I am incredibly honored to 
have represented Minnesota 
at the national competition not 
once, but twice,” says Riegert. 
“Participating in SkillsUSA has 
been an amazing experience 
and I am grateful for the op-
portunity to present my Diesel 
Equipment Technology skills 

M State diesel student takes third place 
at national SkillsUSA competition

alongside such talented peers. 
This award is a milestone in 
my journey, and I am excited 
to continue pursuing excellence 
in my field. The theme at the 
national convention was ‘Our 
Time is Now,’ and to me, it is 
just the beginning.” 

The annual  Ski l lsUSA 
Championships are held in 
conjunction with the SkillsUSA 
National Leadership and Skills 
Conference each June. A show-
case of the nation’s most highly-
skilled career and technical edu-
cation students, the conference 
is one of the largest hands-on 
workforce development events 
in the world.  

Riegert and more than 6,000 
other state champions from 
across the U.S. competed at this 
year’s national championships, 
which featured more than 115 
different competition catego-
ries. The Beltrami, Minn. native 
earned his spot by winning the 
SkillsUSA Minnesota State 
Championships in April.  

“We are proud of Cole and 
happy he chose M State for 
his Diesel Equipment Technol-
ogy training,” say Riegert’s 
instructors at M State, Richard 
Weber and Jim Bainer. “This is 
the first time since we’ve been 
teaching that M State has had 
a student get into the top three 
at nationals.” 

Prior to this year’s national 
competition, M State’s diesel 
program produced five top 10 
winners over 15 years of com-
peting: one 8th place, three 
6th place, and one 4th place 
finisher. This was the program’s 
16th year of competing. 

“We are extremely proud of 
Cole’s achievement. He is truly 
a remarkable student,” says Dr. 
Mark Bannatyne, Dean of the 
School of Applied Technology at 
M State. “I am also very proud 
of the efforts made by Professors 
Bainer and Weber to ensure our 
students, like Cole, receive a 
superior education in this field. 
Cole is a wonderful example of 
the efforts made by the faculty 
to provide exceptional training 
for all those enrolled in our 
program.”

Cole Riegert, a Diesel 
Equipment Technology 
student.
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