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What comes to mind when 
you say or hear the word 
“Chocolate?” Do you envision 
a scrumptious cake? A melt in 
your mouth brownie? A simple 
chocolate chip cookie? A favorite 
candy bar?  

Whatever it may be, we 
would like to invite you to share 
your favorite chocolate dessert 
with us at the Polk County Fair 

The Northwest Minnesota 
Arts Council is announcing 
a Call for Art on the theme 
“Around the Farm.” Around the 
Farm will feature Hallock Art-
ist Beau Bakken and is open to 
entries from our region.

Farming is more than a job 
or a career. It is fundamental 
to our community's way of life, 
part of our region's cultural 
identity and history, and deeply 
rooted in where and how we 
live, work, and play. This art 
exhibit will celebrate farm life 
and farming and will highlight 
the importance of agriculture 
in the lives of residents of our 
northwest Minnesota region 
through art.

The exhibit will be held in 
January and February of 2025 
at Northland Community and 
Technical College in Thief River 
Falls. The featured artist is 
Beau Bakken of Hallock. 

Paul Bunyan Day
By Eric Mickelson
When I was in Maine earlier 

this spring we drove by a statue 
of Paul Bunyan and it made me 
think of a 1958 Disney movie 
about Paul and Babe. There are 
a lot of movies and videos about 
Paul Bunyan but that Disney 
version is my favorite.

In the movie it shows the 
beginnings of the legend of a 
famous logger. Paul was sup-
posedly a huge baby dropped 
off in a little town in Maine. He 
grows and grows and is given 
the gift of a giant axe by the 
citizens of the town. With his 
new axe, size, and strength 
Paul proves to be an awesome 
lumberjack eventually moving 
across the United States lead-
ing loggers wherever the need 
for lumbering came into view. 
It is believed that Paul helped 
log nearly “ALL” the trees off 
North Dakota leaving a flat 
open prairie for farming! 

Today there are several cities 
that claim to be the home of Paul 
Bunyan! One of them I already 
mentioned, Bangor, Maine! Like 
the Disney movie says, Maine 
claims to be at least one of the 
homes of Paul Bunyan! Next, we 
move to Oscoda,Michigan. The 
state of Michigan gave Oscoda 
the title of the “Official Home of 
Paul Bunyan.”  The reason be-
ing the Oscoda Press published 
the first Bunyan story in 1906. 
Thirty-six  miles north of Os-
coda, Ossineke also claims to be 
Paul Bunyan’s home. The town 
has  a 25-foot statue of Paul and 
Babe in town!

Getting closer to home Brain-
erd, Minnesota also lays claim 
to Paul Bunyan. Although there 
are no real writings that place 
Paul in Brainerd they do have 
the “World’s Largest Animated 
Man.” That would be a 26-foot 
Paul Bunyan statue. Paul is 
seated in this statue. Probably 
for most of the readers of the 
Tri County Canary we have the 
statue of Paul and Babe right 
down the road in Bemidji, Min-
nesota. Built in 1937 Paul and 
Babe stand on the shore of Lake 
Bemidji. I have a picture of my 
dad and his family in the late 
thirties standing next to Paul!

Lastly, another unlikely 
town has a stake in the Paul 
Bunyan legend. A lot of towns 
claim to be Paul Bunyan’s birth-
place, Westwood just claims it 

Seljord Church north of Clearbrook.

Photos by Michael Johnson taken when the Northern 
Lights were out. That is Gus his faithful dog. 

Calling for Art entries for Around the Farm Art Exhibit

Mediums include collage, pen and ink, photography, 
mosaic, fiber arts, oil, acrylic, sculpture, creative writing, 
printmaking, and more. Submission Deadline is December 2.

Art will be around the theme 
of farms, farming, farm machin-
ery, harvest, farmland, agricul-
tural heritage, farm animals, 
and farm life. Artwork must be 
original from any art medium 
including painting, mixed me-
dium, drawing, mosaic, fiber 
arts, writing, sculpture, photog-
raphy, printmaking, and more.

Submission deadline is De-
cember 2, 2024 and limited to 
two submissions. Send dimen-
sions, medium, title, sale price, 
and where you are from, along 
with a photo of the artwork to 
treyeverettcreates@gmail.com. 
We welcome submissions from 
our seven county Minnesota 
service area including Kittson, 
Marshall, Norman, Pennington, 
Polk, Red Lake, and Roseau 
counties. Physical artwork will 
be dropped off at the gallery in 
Thief River Falls in mid-Decem-
ber. Date to be determined.

For more information, 
contact Trey at treyeverette-
creates@gmail.com or 218-
280-4917. Visit our website at 

nwartscouncil.org or north-
westminnesotaartscouncil.org/
blog/call-for-art-for-around-the-
farm-art-exhibit

was his hometown after he got 
a job with the Red River Lumber 
Company. Westwood holds the 
yearly Paul Bunyan Mountain 
and Blues Festival. One of the 

Paul in Bangor, Maine.

Paul in Brainerd.

Paul and Babe in Bemidji.

Paul and Babe in Ossineke, Michigan.
Paul Bunyan in Oscoda, 

Michigan.

yearly events is Blue Ox Bingo. 
We may call it cow chip bingo. 
Anyway Babe the Blue Ox, or at 
least a representation, will walk 
around until it drops a “cow 
chip”(or shall we say Ox chip), 
if it is dropped in the square you 
purchased-you are the winner!

On June 28, we celebrated 

Paul Bunyan Day here in Min-
nesota. Many Minnesotans 
fondly recall their experience 
visiting the talking Paul Bun-
yan statue in Brainerd. Created 
in 1954, or Bemidji’s version. 
Either way we take our Paul 
Bunyan seriously here in Min-
nesota!

Polk County Fair Chocolate Contest coming up
Chocolate Contest. 

The Chocolate Contest has 
been a delicious event held 
Wednesday evening at the 
Polk County Fair with a big 
THANKS to our sponsors which 
include: IBC Company LLC, 
Lindfors Insurance Agency, and 
Zina Ivanov with USA Realty 
LLC.

This year’s Chocolate Con-

test will be held Wednesday, 
July 10th.  Entries must be 
submitted at the Hanson Free 
Stage by 6:30 pm with judging 
beginning at 7:00 pm.  Cash 
prizes will be awarded to the 
top 3 winners in both adult and 
youth categories.  Adult prizes 
include: 1st place - $75.00, 
2nd place - $50.00, 3rd place - 
$40.00. Youth prizes include: 

1st place - $25.00, 2nd place 
$20.00, 3rd place - $15.00.

For more details and entry 
criteria, visit the Polk County 
Fair website at polkcountyfair-
fertilemn.com/chocolate-contest 
or call Zina Ivanov at 612-710-
1558.  Can’t wait to see you all 
there with your most delicious 
desert!

Director:
The election of Directors for 

Districts 3, 6, and 9 was an un-
contested election. Incumbent 
Director Arlene Novak, District 
3 (Red Lake Falls, St. Hilaire, 
Plummer exchanges); incum-
bent Director Larry Djernes 
District 6 Director (Clearbrook, 
Gonvick, Leonard exchanges); 
and incumbent Director Ron 
Kiesow District 9 (Gatzke, Go-
odridge, Grygla, Gully exchang-
es) were all deemed elected 
by acclamation as unopposed 
candidates and will each serve 
a 3-year term.

Garden Valley holds annual meeting with special speaker
Special speaker: featured a 

special guest speaker, Gannon 
Karsky, Chief Sales Officer at 
Fenworks, who spoke about 
E-sports.  

Prize winners:
GRAND PRIZE: $150 GVT 

Bill Credit - Marvlyn Stromstad  
$100 Visa Gift Card (Calix) 

- Pamela Thorson  
$25 Ness Cafe Gift Cards 

(CNS) - Renee Howe, Patricia 
Proulx  

$50 Amazon Gift Card (Inno-
vative Systems) - Duane Kaul, 
George Sturgeon  

$50 Amazon Gift Card (Olsen 

Thielen) - Ray Sevald, Carol 
Osmondson, Del Hemmingsen, 
Mary Lou Schmitz  

$50 Amazon Gift Card (Pin-
nacle Marketing Group) - Craig 
Burslie  

$50 Visa Gift Card (Calix) 
- MaryAnn Lambert, Bonnie 
Strand, Cherie Lerfald  

Acurite Digital Rain Gauge 
- Allen Salverson  

Amazon Fire TV Stick - Jerry 
Frietag  

Dock It Grab-and-Go Char-
ger - Audrey Bachand  

Floral Arrangement - Chris-
sy Munter  

GVT 4-1 Fast Charger - Mae 
Gjerstad, David Sweno  

GVT Duffle Bag - Curtis 
Beyer  

GVT Golf Balls - Mrs. George 
Sturgeon  

GVT Travel Blanket & Ther-
mos - Nissa Sturgeon, Joyce 
Sultvedt  

GVT Waterproof Speaker - 
Marlene Quick, Allen Remick  

GVT Yeti Mug - Lori Hole, 
Allison Holmes, Patty Piche  

Happy 
4th of July!
May America continue to be grateful 

for the freedom well fought for.
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Mentor Farmers’ 
Market 2024

OUR 17TH YEAR OF SERVING LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES WITH LOCAL PRODUCTS!
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 

8 AM to 12 NOON
May 25th through Sept. 28th 

(RAIN OR SHINE)

R
14-28C

www.mentorfarmersmarket.org
Like us on Facebook at 
Mentor Farmers Market

Mentor School yard (east)
Large variety of local foods, produce, 
baked goods, ready-to-eat foods, 
flowers, gluten-free products, local 
honey, firewood, soap & lotion products, 
unique craft items and entertainment.

A Variety of Food Trucks
most  Saturdays.

Thank you
Clearwater County 

@ For finding the resident 
of Gonvick and Berner

@ Who killed my dog
@ Stole my tools
@ Stole my things
@ Burnt my house down
@ Stole my land

Kevin Skime

R
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About 30 years ago, I had 
the opportunity to purchase 12 
banana boxes filled with Watt 
Pottery. It was not a hot item for 
antique collectors at the time, so 
I turned it. Little did I know, a 
few years later, everyone was 
clamoring for it, especially any 
advertising pottery. 

Let's take a step back in 
time. The Watt Pottery Compa-
ny was founded in 1922 in Perry 
County, Ohio. It continued until 
1965, when a devastating fire 
stopped its operations, never to 
be reopened. 

The most common pottery 
pattern is the apple. Other 
popular patterns are rooster, 
autumn foliage, starflower, tu-
lip, and cherry. They are found 
on pie plates, pitchers, bowls, 
and almost every other kitch-
enware product. 

Watt pottery is frequently 
chipped or cracked, so be care-
ful when you purchase a piece. 
One chip can lower the value by 
fifty percent. Look for advertis-
ing pieces in good condition. 
The advertising pitcher shown 
is in good shape and is worth 
about $75. 

Do I regret not buying these 
boxes of Watt Pottery? In hind-
sight, yes. I broke an antique 
collector’s law. If you have a 
sneaking suspicion that some-
thing will be of value and if you 
have the money, buy!

John Eggers, envision@paul-
bunyan.net, 218-766-9009.

By John Eggers

R16C

Sons of Norway 
meeting

The Granlund Lodge #240 
of the Sons of Norway will hold 
its July meeting on Thursday 
evening, July 11, at 6:30 at the 
Embassy Community Center in 
Fosston.  After the meeting will 
be the summer grill and potluck 
picnic and the annual Corn 
Hole Tournament.  Members 
and guests alike are invited to 
attend and bring a side dish 
to share in the meal as well as 
participating in the fun and 
friendly Corn Hole competition. 

by Dan Sherman
A beginners class on Flower 

Arranging has been desired 
by our local garden groups for 
a long time and now I can an-
nounce that we have one.  Mark 
your calendar for July 18 at 6:30 
at the 4H building on the Bel-
trami County Fairgrounds. Amy 
Nelson, from Netzer’s Floral in 
Bemidji will be the instructor 
for this seminar and optional 
design class.

Amy is teaching this program 
in order to give participants 
a better understanding of the 
types of floral arrangement cat-
egories in the Beltrami County 
Fair Exhibitors List and also 
in hopes of helping more people 
find the joy in floral arranging 
while making floral design more 
accessible to everyone.

There are two parts to the 
program.  The first part will 
be a presentation on the ba-
sics of flower arranging.  Amy 
will talk about all around, 
vertical, horizontal, and bas-
ket arrangements as well as 
single color and multicolor color 
palettes.  Things to consider 
when planning and making a 
flower arrangement will also 
be discussed.  Becky Livermore 
will join the discussion and talk 
about the best types of flowering 
and non-flowering garden ma-
terials to use in arranging and 
how to collect these components 
and process them in a way that 
they will last for several days. 

Streaming Basket - Sandra 
Olson  

Sway Magnetic LED Speak-
er - Sharon Riendeau  

Kids Prizes 
 Sway Dog Speaker - Mack-

alya 
 5-in-1 STEM Building Toy - 

L.J Phillips  
Apple Air Tag - Alanna Willis

Garden Valley...
Continued from Canary front

North Country 
Health Nuggets

(Clearwater, Hubbard and Lake of the Woods Counties)

Consumer Product Safety 
Commission Urges Caution 
while Celebrating as Fireworks 
Related Injuries Trend Upward

It’s that time of year when 
Americans everywhere will be 
celebrating the Fourth of July 
holiday with family, friends and 
fireworks. 

“While it is a great American 
tradition to enjoy fireworks 
around the 4th of July, it is 
important to remember that 
all fireworks, even sparklers, 
pose dangers to consumers. The 
safest way to view fireworks is 
to watch professional displays,” 
said CPSC Chair Alex Hoehn-
Saric. 

Tips to Celebrate Safely
•Never allow children to 

play with or ignite fireworks, 
including sparklers. Sparklers 
burn at temperatures of about 
2,000 degrees Fahrenheit—hot 
enough to melt some metals. 

•Make sure fireworks are 
legal in your area, and only 
purchase and set off fireworks 
that are labeled for consumer 
(not professional) use. 

•Never use fireworks while 
impaired by alcohol or drugs. 

•Keep a bucket of water or 
a garden hose handy, in case of 
fire or other mishap. 

•Light fireworks one at a 
time, then move back quickly. 

•Never try to relight or han-
dle malfunctioning fireworks. 
Soak them with water and 
throw them away. 

•Never place any part of 
your body directly over a fire-
works device when lighting the 
fuse. Move to a safe distance 
immediately after lighting fire-
works. 

•Never point or throw fire-
works (including sparklers) at 
anyone. 

•After fireworks complete 
their burning, to prevent a trash 
fire, douse the spent device with 
plenty of water from a bucket 
or hose before discarding the 
device. 

Submitted by: North Coun-
try Community Health Ser-
vices- www.ncchb.org

(Clearwater, Hubbard and 
Lake of the Woods Public 
Health)

Being the boss means owning the details—so 
when someone says “engineered to perfection,” 
they better mean it. And Bobcat zero-turn mowers 
mean business.

• 2,000 hour bumper-to-bumper, industry-leading warranty

• Optimum mowing with accelerated airflow on the
AirFX™, DuraDeck™, TufDeck™ Pro and TufDeck™

cutting systems

• Engineered to outmaneuver, outlast and outperform

STOP BY TO SEE OUR NEW BOBCAT ZERO-TURN MOWERS:

North Country Hardware
106 Main Street • Clearbrook, MN 56634

218-776-3615

REBATES
AVAILABLE

up to
$2250 OFF

R13-16C
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CWEDNESDAYWing Night
Fri. & Sat., July 4th & 5th - Ribeye

Tuesday, July 9th, 2024 - 6:30 PM
57#’S AT $1,000 UP TO $1,000 MAXIMUM

O8tfn

Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608

SPONSORED BY: 
The Mentor Firefighters 

Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

UnderUnder

Carol’s CozyCarol’s Cozy

Call in OR Check Facebook for specials!Brooks, MN • Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608218-698-4608

KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL 9:00 P.M. DAILY

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
July 5th, 6th & 7th, 2024
Steak & Shrimp, BBQ Ribs, 
Broasted Chicken, 
Ribs & Chicken, Ribeye
Comes with Salad Bar, Potato & Garlic Toast.
Friday ONLY -  Walleye

O
16C

O
16C COMING SOON

Saturday, July 13th
Honky Tonk 
Troubadours

7:00 to 11:00 PM

BARN DANCE Carol & Eddie's Residence
Saturday, July 20th, 2 BANDS! 

John Vincent & the Hillbilly Boys 3 to 7 PM
Honky Tonk Troubadours 8 to Midnight

OPEN 11AMOPEN 11AM--8PM THURS., JULY 4TH8PM THURS., JULY 4TH

Flower Arranging Class
The second part will be an 

optional hands-on practicum 
where participants will make a 
flower arrangement from mate-
rials provided by Netzers floral.  
This hands on design class 
will focus  on basic techniques 
and creating an all around ar-
rangement.  A sharp scissors 
will be needed for this class. 
Participants will take their own 
projects home at the end of the 
workshop.

The fee for hands on design 
class is $20 dollars to cover the 
plant materials and container.  
The fee can be paid with cash or 
by check made to Netzer’s Floral 
at the beginning of the class.

Register for the class by 
calling the Master Gardener 
Hotline (218- 444-7916). Leave 
your name(s) and contact infor-
mation.  We only have room for 
the first 50 people who sign up.

Our objective is to increase 
the number and quality of 
flower arrangements at the 
Beltrami County Fair in Au-
gust.  Flower arrangements 
are entered at the Commercial 
Building between the hours of 
noon and 7 pm. on Wednesday 
of the fair.  They will be judged 
that evening or the next morn-
ing and be on public display 
from noon on Thursday until 
the end of the fair on Sunday 
afternoon.  Exhibits need to be 
picked up on Sunday evening 
at 5:00 p.m.

	

M
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The Corn Hole Competition begins at 
5:30pm on Friday, July 5th.

There are (4) Meat Bundles as Prizes. 
Come and Enjoy a Relaxing Evening at Little Bobby’s.

CORN HOLE COMPETITIONCORN HOLE COMPETITION
at Little Bobby’s!at Little Bobby’s!

Corn Hole will be set up on the Patio.
Six iPads for E-Gaming.

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742

STATE
BANK

PhonePhone
218-796-5157218-796-5157

O
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Open a checking account with 
us and start receiving the great 
benefits our account-holders 
enjoy. 

Call or stop in and let me 
explain what we have to offer!

Checking With Us Pays.Checking With Us Pays.

Kaitlyn 
Ringeisen

Did you 
know?

Grilling is serious business 
in the hearts and minds of mil-
lions of people, which is perhaps 
the reason why individuals 
tend to be so devoted to their 
preferred method of cooking 
foods over an open flame. That 
devotion extends to the type of 
grill cooks use, which typically 
comes down to a choice between 
gas grills that utilize propane 
and charcoal grills that burn 
charcoal. Though the debate 
over which type of grill is better 
will likely never end, charcoal 
devotees insist that science 
is on their side. Grilling with 
charcoal leads to the release of 
an aroma compound known as 
guaiacol. Guaiacol is produced 
during the breakdown of lignin, 
a resin that BarbecueBros.com 
notes holds strands of cellulose 
together to form wood. As lig-
nin breaks down, guaiacol is 
released, providing foods cooked 
over charcoal with a uniquely 
smoky, bacon-like flavor. That 
unique flavor is absent from 
foods cooked on a gas grill, 
which charcoal grill enthusiasts 
point to as proof that their pre-
ferred method to grill meat is 
superior to other means.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

AD DEADLINE 
NOON ON FRIDAYS

Current District Openings
Director of Maintenance position opening. Applicants must have a High School 

Diploma or higher, Boiler License – No less than 1st Class C–300hp, and a Minimum 
Class D Driver’s License. Wage starting at $27.38hr.

Dean of Students position opening anticipated in the Elementary. Applicants must 
have a Bachelor's degree in Elementary Education as well as a Teaching License. Preference given 
to applicants with 3-5 years school experience. Salary starting at $67,153yr. 

Director of Indian Education position opening immediately. Applicants must have a four-year 
Bachelor of Science Degree as well as a valid driver’s license. Experience in Indian Education is 
preferred but not required.

 *Interested applicants should send a resume, teaching credentials, letter of interest, three letters 
of recommendation and a copy of college transcripts to Nichole M. Ekre at 202 Bagley Ave. NW, 
Bagley, MN 56621 or nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

*Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check. 
*Positions will remain open until filled. 

Elementary Education Teacher position opening anticipated. Proper Minnesota licensure is 
required and experience is preferred. 

Elementary Special Education Teacher position opening. Proper Minnesota licensure is required 
and experience is preferred. 

*Interested applicants should send a resume, letter of interest, three letters of recommendation 
and a copy of college transcripts to Nichole M. Ekre at 202 Bagley Ave. NW, Bagley, MN 56621 or 
nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

*Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check. 
*Positions will remain open until filled. 
Substitute Teacher opportunities are available. Applicants should submit their teaching license 

(or substitute licensure with a 4-year degree) and resume.  
Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check.

Native American Home School Liaison position openings. Candidates must be highly qualified, 
which includes either two or more years of college, an AA Degree, or the ability to pass the ParaPro 
Exam. 

Paraeducator position openings. Candidates must be highly qualified, which includes a High 
School Diploma or equivalent and  either 2 or more years of college/an AA Degree, or the ability to 
pass the ParaPro Exam. 

Substitute Para opportunities are available. Applicants must have a high school diploma or 
equivalent.

 *Application forms may be downloaded from the District Website bagley.k12.mn.us, picked up 
in the District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. For more information, please call 
Nichole Ekre at 218-694-6184. 

*Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check.
*Positions will remain open until filled.

Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma or GED is preferred but not required. This 
is a 3-hour position.

Substitute Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma or GED is preferred but not required. 
*Application forms may be downloaded from the District Website bagley.k12.mn.us, picked up 

in the District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. For more information, please call 
Jennifer Hecht at 218-694-6184. 

*Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check. 
*Positions will remain open until filled.

Full-Time Route Bus Driver and Substitute Bus Driver positions. Applicants must have or be 
able to obtain a school bus driver's license endorsement. The District is willing to help applicants obtain 
their school bus endorsement. New drivers will receive a $200 stipend after six months of driving to 
help defray the cost of certification. For more information, please call Stuart Dukek at 218-694-6122. 
Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check. Positions will remain open until filled.

COACHING
Currently accepting applications for the following: 
*Head Girls Basketball
*JV Girls Basketball
*JV Boys Basketball
*Head Varsity Hockey
*Interested candidates should send a letter of interest, resume of coaching and playing experi-

ences and three references to Nichole M. Ekre at 202 Bagley Ave. NW, Bagley, MN 56621 or nekre@
bagley.k12.mn.us 

Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check. 
Positions will remain open until filled. 
 *Bagley Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Educator.* R12-17C

For more information on MCAN ads call: 
218-487-5225

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Journeyman Electrician

Electrical Apprentice
Wages dependent upon experience.

Some benefits included.
Email resume to

dacia.clearbrookelectric@outlook.com
or call 218-776-3995

R15-18C

Win-E-Mac is seeking candidates interested in coaching Junior 
High Boys Basketball.

RESPONSIBILITIES: Running practices and coaching games 
from late November through mid February.  Teaching and 
developing basketball skills needed to help the players advance.  
Monitor players academics and ensure eligibility.

Interested candidates should reach out to Activities Director 
Brady Langemo blangemo@win-e-mac.k12.mn.us

COACHING POSITION

M15-16C

Available 2024-25:
Junior High Volleyball
Letter of Application and 

Resume to:
Kate Moll

Activities Director
RLCC High School

PO Box 100
Oklee, MN 56742

(List prior volleyball 
coaching experience in 

resume)

RLCC 
Coaching 
Position

O
14

tfc

Hiring for:
Manufacturing Production 

Laborers – All Shifts
- Full Time

- Benefits include: 
Health/Dental/Vision/401K

- Shift Differentials
Riviana Foods, Inc. 

Clearbrook, MN 56634
*Apply @ www.riviana.com 

or Call 218-776-3118

Riviana Foods, Inc.
Clearbrook, MN 56634

R1
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The RLC Activities Department is 
accepting applications for a JV/V 
Assistant Football position for 
the 2024 fall season. 

I f  interested, please contact 
Activities Director(s), Seth Schmitz 

or Kate Moll. Send application to: sethschmitz@rlfedu.
org or kmoll@rlcc.k12.mn.us.

COACHING OPENING

O15-16C

Polk County Full-Time 
Employment Opportunities:

R
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Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Coordinator – Public Health:
$30.03 – $42.74/hr. Position 

Closes July 3, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

RNI/PHN RNII Care Coordinator – Public Health:
$32.31 - $43.39/hr. Position 

Closes July 12, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Assistant County Attorney I – Attorney’s Office:
$40.18 – $50.90/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Deputy Sheriff Patrol I - II – Sheriff’s Office:
$30.03 – $40.32/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Engineering Technician – Highway:
$26.08 – $36.78/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Environmental Technician – Environmental Services:
$25.69 – $32.55/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

GIS Coordinator – Highway:
$31.83 – $40.32/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

GIS Specialist – Highway:
$28.60 – $36.23/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Mechanical Maintenance Technician I – Fosston:
$26.49 – $32.55/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

Sort Line Operator I - II – Fosston:
$19.99 - $24.33/hr. Position Is Open Until Filled

For a full job description, application, and general job openings 
information go to www.co.polk.mn.us and click on “Careers” 
or call 218-281-5408 Polk County Administrator’s Office. EOE

R
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Call
218-689-2871 

or 218-242-0269

Waling’s Stump Grinding
Local

23+ years of experience
Free estimates

House for Sale 
To Be Moved

4 Bedroom 
2 Bath 

2 Entries 
5 1/2 miles north of Oklee 

Come & See 
Call 218-796-5236 
or 218-686-9097

O
14-17C

Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C

 New Twin Mattress And Boxspring $199, 
Camper/RV Queen  Mattresses Now Available 
$400, Sofa/Futons $250, Recliners $350, Many 
Mattresses, Platform Frames, Adjustable Bases, 
Sofas, Dressers and Much More BROTHERS 
FURNITURE & MATTRESSES-A Family Business, 
Established 2012, BEMIDJI, MN. Call 218-766-0064 
-We Deliver up to 100 Miles, And Haul Away Too. 
brothersdiscountfurniture.com R39tfc

REAL ESTATE

Ready  to

Clean 
House?

Advertise 
Your 

Garage Sale 
in the 

Canary
Call for advertising rates.
Richards Publishing Co.

218-487-5225
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RENTALS

Memories Of A Seabee Welder
Danang Vietnam 1969

Memories of a welder in Vietnam, is a story that I started 
about twenty years ago.... it has been a very satisfying 
trip down memory lane. -Gerald Fenske

If you would like to have a copy of Gerald's book, you 
can pick one up at the Leader Record in Gonvick or 
contact Gerald Fenske at Creatensteel@gmail.com 

R
13nc

R
13nc

$1500

LAMINATING DONE from business 
card size to letter size, while you wait. 
Richards Publishing Co., Gonvick.	
THANK YOU CARDS, paper of 
many kinds, photocopies and busi-
ness supplies are all waiting for you 
at Richards Publishing, Gonvick. Call 
218-487-5225.	
FAX SERVICE at Richards Publish-
ing, Gonvick. Send $1.50 first page, 
$1.00 each additional. To receive, 
50¢ per page.	

Richards
Publishing

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, MN is accepting applications for 
IMMEDIATE 1 Bd opening for all elderly and all handicapped/
disabled persons.  Rent is based on 30% of your monthly 
adjusted gross income. Laundry room facilities available & 
off-street parking. Resident Manager onsite. Camera system 
onsite. Active Community Room. Accepting applications for 
persons of all ages.  Applications and qualifications, contact  

Nicole at 218-751-6881 or Laura at 218-407-7681.  
Applications online at 

bemman.wixsite.com/bemidjimanagementinc  
AN EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.

BBrookfieldrookfield  
  AApartmentspartments

R13-16C

Did you know that the aver-
age primary flame blowtorch 
burns at around 2,000 F? USFS 
National Technology and De-
velopment says wildland fires 
typically burn between 1,600 
and 2,000 F. Aluminum, brass, 
bronze, copper, and cast iron 
also can reach melting points at 
or slightly below 2,000 F.

It's likely safe to say that 
parents would never let their 
children handle a blowtorch, 
wander into a forest fire nor 
touch molten metals, yet many 
seemingly have no concerns 
about children playing with 
sparklers during July 4 celebra-
tions. The Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia says people often 
treat sparklers much too casu-
ally, even though they can burn 
at temperatures of about 2,000 
F. Children are allowed to hold 
and wave these red-hot metal 
rods like toys. Sparkler sticks 
pose a serious burn risk, and 
the sparks can cause additional 
burns and eye injuries, warns 
the CHOP. Young children 
who would not be trusted with 
other hot materials should not 
hold sparklers, warn health 
experts. Older children should 
be carefully supervised around 

Sparklers are not child's play

sparklers and other fireworks.
Those who want to avoid 

any possible injuries on July 
4 and during other summer 
celebrations would be wise to 
avoid sparklers in favor of safer 
forms of entertainment. Here 

R
16

C

R16C

	 Missions Rummage Sale
July 13th, 2024

8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
at the

Gathering Place in Clearbrook on Hwy 92
Breakfast: Homemade Cinnamon Rolls for sale and FREE COFFEE!!

Lunch: Concessions food.
Bake Sale: Bars, Breads, Pies, Doughnuts, etc.

Clothing, Sporting Goods, Kitchenware,
Jewelry, Toys, Automotive, and Games.

50% off all items after 12:00 p.m.
(excludes Silent Auction items)

Silent Auction Items
Silent Auction Items will be posted on our Facebook page:

First Baptist Church of Clearbrook
*Follow us on our Facebok page for updates.

R16-17C

St. Hilaire Pre HarvestSt. Hilaire Pre Harvest
MachineryMachinery
     Online     Online

Now taking items call:
218-964-5548 or 218-686-2048

R
16C

Opens July 21 Closes July 27 @ 9:00 a.m.

SUBMIT YOUR 
EMPLOYMENT ADS

to richards@gvtel.com

are some ideas.
• Glow sticks light up in the 

dark and can be worn or waved 
around safely.

• Fill water balloons with 
a mixture of glitter and water. 
When the balloons pop, it is a 

festive display.
• Send children around with 

canned string products that 
they can spray on one another. 
If making a mess isn't an issue, 
shaving cream "fights" also can 
be fun diversions for children.

• Adults can lead by example 
and leave the fireworks displays 
to the professionals. Take a ride 
over to the seaside or where a 
town is hosting a fireworks dis-
play and enjoy the sights from 
a distance.

• Purchase battery-powered 
blinking lights, such as those 
sold at circuses or concerts. 
Kids can spend hours running 
around with them in hand. Less 
expensive flashlights purchased 
at a dollar store can create the 
same effect.

• Let children play with con-
fetti cannons.

• "Snappers" or "poppers" 
could be an option if they are 
sold nearby. These are small 
noisemakers that explode and 
pop when they are thrown at a 
hard ground surface.

Sparklers may be festive and 
beautiful to behold, but they 
are not designed to be handled 
by children. Alternatives to 
sparklers are equally fun and 
much safer. 

1. Builds vocabulary 
2. Improves reading skills 
3. Promotes critical thinking 
4. Brings ideas and  
 current events to life 
5. Builds global awareness 
6. Promotes social  
 consciousness 
7. Makes learning fun!

The Newspaper

Did you know?
A study released by the 

Newspaper Association 
of America 

Foundation 
shows data 

indicating that 
students in 
Newspapers 
in Education 
programs 
perform 
10 percent 
better on 

standardized 
tests.

Make reading the 
newspaper with your 
child a daily habit, and 
help your young 
student 
succeed.

Leader-Record
-

McIntosh Times
-

Red Lake County Herald
-

Grygla Eagle

Subscribe
Today!

NOTE PRICE CHANGE, 
EFFECTIVE 

JANUARY 1, 2023
$25 in trade area for 6 months

$29 outside of trade area for 6 months
$35 in trade area for 1 year 

$45 outside of trade area for 1 year
$40 for snowbird -  

change of address for 1 year
$25 for 1 year online subscription 

only - regardless 
of location 

 Today’s Lesson:

Call to subscribe to your paper!

218-487-5225
Any newspaper subscription includes 
online access. Just give us your email 

address and we’ll get you set up.
We accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover.

www.tricocanary.com

Did you 
know?

Couples need not feel behold-
en to any particular tradition 
come their wedding day, and 
that freedom is perhaps re-
flected in the shifting attitudes 
toward white wedding dresses. 
Wedding trends come and go, 
so what's trending one year will 
not necessarily remain popular 
in any ensuing wedding season. 
However, a recent Etsy analysis 
of user data found that searches 
for colorful wedding dresses 
increased by 223 percent, sug-
gesting that brides are looking 
to add at least a splash of color 
to their wedding day look. That 
analysis reflects findings from 
other surveys as well. A 2021 
survey conducted by Brides.com 
and Investopedia found that 
28 percent of brides planned to 
forgo a white wedding dress in 
favor of an atypical alternative. 
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NEWS
Tri County Canary Area

ACIDIC
ASADO
BARBECUE
BARK
BASTE
BRINE

GRILL & BBQ WORD SEARCH   Answers on page 7
BRISKET
BURGERS
CARRYOVER
CHAR
CHARCOAL
CHIMNEY

DRY-AGED
FLAME
FLAT
FORK-TENDER
GRILL
HEAT

LEAN
MARINADE
RIBS
RUB
SMOKE
TEMPERATURE

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

What If I Had to Be …

Anniversary Trip 
and Minneapolis Molines

By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

Some pictures of the Moline collection in Elrosa!

Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Senator Steve Green
Minnesota Senate District 2

Property Line 
Disputes on the 
Rise 

Some of you may 
have heard of recent 
land surveys being 
done, resulting in the 
loss of property – the 
corner of a build-
ing, well or sewer, or 
maybe even a house. 
What’s going on? 

In the late 1800s Minnesota 
was surveyed and monuments 
were set. This survey included 
set boundary lines, which were 
the foundations from which 
people have bought and sold 
property for over 100 years. 
Over time monuments have 
deteriorated and it has affected 
many property and boundary 
lines. This is causing heartburn 
for many. 

Property line disputes have 
been increasing over the last 
decade, so to solve the problem, 
last year the legislature ap-
proved funding to re-establish 
property line markers.

In recent years, the increase 
in technology has allowed sur-
veyors to draw straight lines for 
longer distances. But because of 
the deteriorating of monuments 
combined with the new technol-
ogy for drawing these property 
lines, many surveyors have by-
passed corner monuments and 
boarders that have been in place 
for 100 years. This had led to 
many original and existing 
boundaries being moved and the 
lines between properties have 
been brought into question. I 
have received many complaints 
across different counties. This is 
cause for concern.

Despite the money that was 
appropriated is for reestab-

lishing these original 
monuments and prop-
erty lines, there is a 
danger that you need 
to be aware of: if county 
commissioners choose 
to set new markers 
based on the new GIS 
lines, many landown-
ers will lose property. 
People are already ex-

periencing this now and feel 
like they have no recourse for 
losing their land. Landowners 
should always be on sight when 
these surveys are being done, so 
they can ensure their lines are 
not moved. It would be wise for 
landowners to proactively con-
tact their County Commission-
ers and I would also advise folks 
to attend local meetings and 
stay informed as this process 
continues in counties and com-
munities throughout the state. 

We know that a process like 
this should involve all local 
landowners, yet the govern-
ment has gotten comfortable 
with circumventing the public. 
Because of the way these things 
are being done, people are left 
fighting for their homes and 
properties. And the worst part 
is they feel like they have no 
recourse – they can either cede 
their land or pay the state for 
it. Those affected by these new 
lines are losing power over their 
own land that they have owned 
for years, some even longer. 

All of these issues have com-
bined to affect property owner-
ship, and it’s something we need 
to address immediately on all 
fronts.

Sincerely,
Steve Green
Minnesota Senate, District 2

What if I 
had to be 
her? Could 

I carry the basket as she—with 
due dignity on display? 

It was easy for me. Mere 
spectator passing by enroute 
one morning so long ago. Now, 
the picture’s placed just so—so 
I can remember.  

What is it I remember each 
time I glance at it? I remember 
that I don’t remember ever 
having to wear a pair of well-
worn shoes with no strings 
attached—as she. I remember 
the modest black dress with 
tattered slip peeking out of the 
hem of her garment. I remem-
ber the blue cloth draped just 
so—so the sun would not leather 
her skin as it twas already well 
worn. Perhaps, though, perhaps 
she didn’t have a comb to comb 
her hair and needed a cover-up 
and this would do.

I remember her veins pop-
ping upon her weathered legs 
and as she held tightly to that 
which was in her hands, the 
river ran red throughout her 
hands. Tipsy was her basket as 
she made her way to market—
heavy laden with herbs for sale. 
Determination was written 
all over her face as she stared 
straight ahead unaware that I’d 
snapped the pic.

The dignity of determination 
on display was mesmerizing. 
Yet, at the end of the day, I had 

the pic and she had her life. I 
didn’t have to be her—or should 
I say, I didn’t get to be her.

What if I had to be him? 
Could I carry the sack on my 
back as he—with due dignity 
on display?

It was easy for me. Mere 
spectator passing by enroute 
one morning so long ago. Now 
the picture’s placed just so—so 
I can remember.

What is it I remember each 
time I glance at it? I remember 
that I don’t remember ever hav-
ing to wear of pair of homemade 
shoes utilizing rubber tires for 
the soles of my shoes. I remem-
ber the tattered sack upon his 
back slung just so. I remember 
the tilt of his hat and the too 
big brown baggy coat matching 
the swag of the sack to which 
he clung. 

I remember his quiet smile 
as he turned back in the direc-
tion of the camera after having 
crossed over the barbed wire 
fence which divided two coun-
tries. There was a bounce in his 
step, this man walking alone in 
the countryside with the goods 
in his sack and the sack in his 
hands. 

The dignity of determination 
on display was mesmerizing. 
Yet, at the end of the day, I had 
the pic and he had his life. I 
didn’t have to be him—or should 
I say, I didn’t get to be him.

Luke 6:20 speaks,  too. 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God.”

One day, I pray, that I may 
tell them all they have taught 
me throughout the years of their 
reflective silence.  Amen.

Q u e s -
tion:  I ’ve 
never really 
paid atten-
tion but I 

know that I have a class D 
driver’s license, but what is that 
good for?

Answer: Your driver’s li-
cense allows you to drive a mo-
tor vehicle on public streets and 
highways. You must carry your 
license with you at all times 
when you are driving a motor 
vehicle. You must have the ap-
propriate class of license and en-
dorsement for the type of vehicle 
you are driving. Information 
about your license class and any 
endorsements or restrictions 
will be listed on the back of your 
driver’s license. There are four 
classes of driver’s licenses and 
several endorsements available 
to Minnesota drivers.

The “Class D” is the most 
common license for Minnesota 
drivers. If you have a Class D 
driver’s license, you may oper-
ate:

• All single-unit vehicles 
(cars, pickups, and small trucks) 
except those with a gross vehicle 
weight of 26,001 pounds or 
more, vehicles designed to carry 
more than 15 passengers (in-
cluding the driver), and vehicles 
that carry hazardous materials.

• Any farm truck transport-
ing agricultural products, farm 
machinery, or farm supplies 
(including hazardous materi-
als), within 150 miles of the 
farm. The farm truck must be 
operated by the farmer, his or 
her immediate family member, 
or an employee of the farmer.

• Authorized emergency ve-
hicles, whether or not in excess 
of 26,000 pounds gross vehicle 
weight. 

• Recreational vehicles (mo-
tor homes and camping trail-
ers), operated for your personal 
use.

• Motorized bicycles.
• Motorcycles, with the ap-

propriate license endorsement.
• Neighborhood electric ve-

hicles (NEVs). 
• Autocycles. 
You may also tow a trailer or 

other vehicle if:
• It has a gross vehicle 

weight of 10,000 pounds or 
less, or

• It has a gross vehicle 
weight of more than 10,000 
pounds, but the combined gross 
vehicle weight of the vehicle and 
trailer is 26,000 pounds or less.

You must have an endorse-
ment on your license in order to 
drive motorcycles, buses, school 
buses, double and triple trailers, 
tank vehicles, and if you carry 
hazardous materials. All en-
dorsements require additional 
written tests. Bus, school bus, 
and motorcycle endorsements 
require specialized road tests.

A portion of state statutes 
were used with permission from 
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him 
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

There was an online auction 
taking place in Willmar, MN. 
I was able to purchase a new 
never used tractor tire for one 
of my John Deeres. It was sup-
posed to be picked up on June 
25th….our anniversary?! What 
to do? Well, I am lucky one of 
the favorite activities Patty and 
I have is going on a road trip! So 
that is what we did! 

In the morning I had a coun-
ty commissioners meeting and 
about 1:45PM we left Red Lake 
Falls on our anniversary trek! 
We followed Highway 32 south 
and ended up on I 94 and even-
tually on Highway 71 and Will-
mar. Elite Auction Company is 
located on an old farm where 
dairy heifers were raised. The 
tire was loaded and we headed 
to our hotel to check in. Next, 
we searched places to eat our 
anniversary meal and we came 
upon a winner. We drove to 
O’Neil’s in Spicer, MN.  We ate 
outside, walleye for Patty and 
steak for me with great service. 
When we were done we walked 
across the road to take a look at 
Green Lake. Fun night!

They next day we found 
a local breakfast spot called 
Frieda’s Cafe for breakfast. It 
reminded me of Oklee’s Farm-
er’s Club. It was a little spot and 
I knew we found a good place to 
eat because it was packed. Um-
mm-Ummm Good. After break-
fast we started home searching 
for some backroads to make for 
an interesting trip home!  We 
love to stop at meat stores and 
look for unique brat flavors and 
meat sticks etc. First stop was 
at meat shop in Belgrade, MN, 
called the Belgrade Meat Center 
finding some goodies. 

As we drove down the road 
I came across  a tractor find. 
At a closed dealership there 
was a line-up of Minneapolis 
Moline tractors. I said to Patty, 
“I have to go take a picture.” To 
which she answered, “I knew 
you would!” We made a quick U-
turn and the fun began. I pulled 
up and went inside and that is 
where I met Tom Seifermann 
and the tour began.  In the lobby 
of the dealership building there 
were several restored tractors in 
cluding 3 beautifully restored 
“gray” Twin City-Minneapolis 
Moline tractors. Tom took me 
in the back where there were 
more tractors. One a GIANT 
Minneapolis tractor that was 
completely restored to beauti-
ful condition. Another gem is 
a G1355. This one happens to 
be the last Minneapolis Moline 
tractor ever assembled.

Tom told me to look around 
and I went into another shed 
and looked at many other MM 
gems. 

When I walked back to the 
office area and got a chance to 
talk to Steve Korf. Steve’s dad, 
Elmer,  started the Elrosa Min-
neapolis Moline dealership in 
1940. In 1976 Steve took over.  
During the 1980’s the farm 
economy put a strain on dealers. 

Increasing farm sizes also took a 
toll and the dealership as used 
machinery would sit not being 
purchased and rust away. In 
2020 the business was closed.  
But the love of Minneapolis Mo-
lines continued and a very nice 
collection has been assembled.  

The Minneapolis Moline 
company has a long history.   In 
1887 the Minneapolis Thresh-
ing Machine Company (MTM 
Co.) was formed.  They started 
with threshing machines and 
eventually manufactured steam 
powered tractors.  In 1902 the 
Minneapolis Steel and Machin-
ery Company (MS&M Co.) was 
also founded.  Their engineers 
developed a lightweight tractor 
line using the name Twin City.  
Due to a depressed farm econ-
omy the MTM Co, MS&M Co., 
and the Moline Implement Co. 
of Moline, Illinois, merged on 
March 30, 1929.  They formed 
the Minneapolis Moline Power 
Company.  They  manufactured 

tractors under the Twin CIty 
name until 1938.   After that 
the name of the tractors was 
changed to Minneapolis Moline. 
They also then took on the pret-
ty yellow and red paint scheme.  
The first of these “Visionlined” 
models was the model “Z”.  The 
models “U”, “G”, and “R” fol-
lowed in the company's letter 
series of tractors. The Minne-
apolis-Moline company stopped 
making tractors under its own 
name in 1974 when White 
Motor Corporation, which had 
purchased the company in 1963, 
stopped using the brand.  

I really enjoyed my stop and 
if you are traveling through 
Elrosa I encourage you to stop 
and take a look. At the end 
of the summer often around 
Labor Day they try to display 
the collection. I’m glad I got the 
chance to take a walk around 
the grounds and look at an awe-
some collection! Thanks to Tom 
and Steve for the good time!

How about a little 
tractor trivia!

1.The H Farmall and R Min-
neapolis Moline both began pro-
duction in 1939.  The H ceased 
production in 1953.  What year 
did the MM company cease the 
production of the R?

A)1950   B)  1952   C)  1954    
D)  1956

2.  Was the R MM tractor 
ever manufactured with a fac-
tory cab?

3.  The H Farmall was tested 
with about 26 belt hp.  About 
how many hp does the R MM 
tractor have on the belt?

 A)22hp   B)  25hp    C)  27hp   
D)  30hp

4.   The Model U  MM tractor 
had a ________ cylinder engine.

A)3   B)  4  C)   6   D)   8

5.  What is the official name 
of the “yellow paint” color used 
on MM tractors?

Answers:  1.  C.1954   2.  
Yes, they are very collectible 
today.   3.  C.  27.09hp to be ex-
act.  4.  B. 4 cyl   5.  Prairie Gold

Submit 
Your 

Fishing 
Pictures!

Email: 
richards@gvtel.com

Include: 
Name of fisherman, 
date of catch and 

any other details you 
would like to offer.

1x3
Sounds like 

multiplication?
Guess again.

It’s newspaper talk for a
one-column by 3-inch ad.

Too small to be
effective?

You’re reading 
this one!
Richards 

Publishing Co., Inc.
Gonvick • 487-5225
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Ferns are some of the most 
interesting plants we have 
around us. They have stems, 
roots and leaves, but no flow-
ers and no seeds. Ferns be-
came popular indoor plants 
during the Victorian period 
and have remained popular 
since, often found in atriums, 
greenhouses, and even in 
small apartments. So how 
do they reproduce? Is there a 
difference between indoor and 
outdoor ferns, and just what 
are ferns?

Since ferns do not have 
flowers or seeds, they repro-
duce in three different ways. 
Ferns produce spores that 
are found on the underside 
of the leafs. When the spores 
are released and fall to the 
ground, they can become a 
first generation plant. That 
plant evolves into a second 
generation plant that will 
become what we commonly 
think of as ferns. (If you want 
all the biology you’ll have to 
look it up.) The second meth-
od is when a fern develops 
bulblets. Bulblets are small 
growths on the leaf, that 
when they come in contact 
with the ground will start 
to root and develop into a 
new plant. The third method 
is through rhizomes—stem 
growth either above or below 
ground. If you wish to help 
mother nature along, you can 
easily dig up the plant and di-
vide into 2-3 new plants. The 
best time to divide plants is 
late spring or early summer.

Ferns as we know them 
today have been around since 
the Jurassic Period, a long 
lived, easy to grow, and pretty 
much care free plant. There 
are over 10,500 species with 
more being discovered in the 
tropics all the time. There are 
ferns that are barely 1/2 inch 
tall to others that are tree like 
and reach upwards to 80 feet. 

All About Ferns
Ferns also vary in their looks. 
Some are twining and vine 
like, where others just float 
on the surface of ponds and 
flourish. The further north 
the fewer number of variet-
ies are found that are able to 
survive.

House ferns prefer cooler 
temps and lots of humidity. 
Room temperatures comfort-
able for us are usually a bit 
too warm for most ferns. 
But, indoor plants found 
today have adapted to what 
we prefer and do nicely at 
72 degrees or less. Try and 
keep your plant soil moist. 
This works better than mist-
ing. Misting often promotes 
decay. A northern or eastern 
facing window should provide 
enough light to keep your 
fern happy. Some ferns are 
considered sun tolerant, but 
most prefer 60-70% shade. 
Any leaves that turn brown 
should be removed.

Outdoor ferns do very well 
and add an attractive element 
to a shade garden. The north 
side of your house just might 
be a perfect spot. A few years 
back, I introduced four fern 
plants along the north foun-
dation of my porch. In a few 
years we had over a dozen 
volunteers with no help on 
my part. Ferns are perennials 
and come back every spring. 
Like a lot of perennials they 
need a bit of disciplining ev-
ery so often or they can tend 
to take over. Add some ferns 
with bleeding heart, colum-
bine, or hostas to create an 
attractive shade garden. Oh 
and guess what? Ferns are 
not on the menu for deer! 
Maybe the deer will leave the 
hostas alone too.

Good luck, and enjoy your 
garden fern whether it be 
outside or inside.

John Reff
Beltrami Master Garden-

ers

By Dennis Peterson
15 year old Cody Bush from 

Bemidji is already in his second 
of racing at Bemidji Speedway.   
In 2023 Cody raced in the Wis-
sota Hornet class and ended the 
season in 9th place overall.  This 
year he is in the Bemidji Mini 
stock class and leads in Rookie 
points and is currently 5th in 
the mini stock class standings.

Cody is home schooled and 
currently works at Pizza Ranch.  
Cody’s father Jason, raced 
in the Wissota Hornet class 
from 2010 to 2011 and was an 
inspiration for Cody’s interest 
in racing.

Last Sunday June 23rd Cody 
won his very first feature race 
in front of packed grandstand on 
“Meet The Drivers, Kids Night” 
at the track something he has 
worked very hard to make 
happen. The fans cheered him 
loudly as he stood on top of car 
in celebration.

Cody and all the drivers can 
be seen each Sunday at Bemidji 
Speedway with the green flag 
waving at 5:PM.

Michael Blevins and Dane Durbin race side by side 
coming out of corner 2.

Lance Schilling.

6/30/2024
By Dennis Peterson
Bemidji’s own Aircorp Avia-

tion sponsored the speedways 
action on Sunday night with 
six classes racing on a beautiful 
sunny summer day.   The Wis-
sota Super Stocks had the night 
off.   Feature winners were 
Brandon Puschinsky in the Wis-
sota Pure Stocks, Cade Johnson 
in the Wissota Hornets, Blake 
Erickson in the Wissota Mod 
Fours, Mike Blevins in the Wis-
sota Midwest Modifieds, Davey 
Mills in the Wissota Modifieds 
and Ashton Schwinn in the 
Bemidji Mini Stocks.

Next Sunday the track will 
introduce the “Young Guns” at 
the track all the drivers under 
20 will be introduced prior to 
the races on the front straight.   
Also all First Responders, po-
lice, sheriffs, deputies, EMS, 
Firemen and military active 
and retired will be recognized 
in a “Salute to Service Night”.   
The track will also hold a “Pa-
triotic Costume” contest, come 
dressed in your best Red, White 
and Blue in celebration of our 
Independence Day.   Races start 
at 5:00PM

Wissota Pure 
Stock Feature:
 20 Wissota Pure Stocks 

drove on track for the first 
of six features.   Leading the 
way were Lilly Farrington and 
Brandon Puschinsky.   Pus-
chinsky powered to the lead 
with Farrington, Billy Binkley, 
Alex Berg and Jake Smith in 
the top five.   The pure stocks, 
led by Puschinsky raced lap 
after lap before encountering 
lapped cars.  The leaders made 
it around the traffic before 
Smith drove into the infield out 
of the race.  Moving up from 
his fifth row start was season 
point leader Dustin Puffe with 
Austin Carlson right behind 
him.   Racing three wide for 
third were Puffe, Carlson, and 
Deryk Weleski in intense ac-
tion.  Puffe and Carlson raced 
up and passed Farrington for 
second and third while Puschin-
sky took the checkered flag for 
his first ever feature win with 
the crowd cheering its approval.  
Puffe, Carlson, Farrington and 
Billy Binkley finished in the 
top five.

Bemidji Mini 
Stocks Feature:
Jonah Espe and Ashton 

Schwinn led the Bemidji Mini 
Stocks down the front straight 
to the green flag with Espe tak-
ing the early lead over Schwinn 
with Hayden Engen third.  Nick 
McCann moved up to take third 
after debris on the track created 
a restart situation.   Splitting 
the leader on top and bottom 
Schwinn and McCann made 
it three wide passing Espe in 
turn one with McCann inside 
and Schwinn up top.   Another 
caution sent Espe tailback for 
another restart.   With the white 
flag signaling the last lap it was 
a three car war for the lead with 
Schwinn and McCann dueling 
back and forth for the lead.  Mc-
Cann led into the last turn but 
Schwinn dove low in the corner 
and beat McCann at the line for 
the win.   Due to tech inspection 
violations McCann was DQ’d 
moving Conrad Schwinn into 
second with Engen, Cody Bush 
and Espe in the top five.

Wissota Midwest 
Modified Feature:          
15 Wissota Midwest Modi-

fieds roared onto the track out of 
turn four led by Mikey Blevins 
and Mike Blevins.   The first lap 
was controlled by Blevins Sr. 
with Brennan Schmidt, Skyler 
Smith, Blevins Jr, and Hunter 
Weeks.   Blevins Jr raced up and 
challenged Schmidt for second 

Bemidji Speedway “Driver Profile for Cody Bush”

Cody Bush and his #11 Bemidji Mini Stock.

Modified Feature Winner, Davey Mills.

Bemidji Speedway
“Aircorp Aviation Night”

but a caution flag slowed the 
action and created a restart 
with Dane Durbin out of Maple 
Grove, Mn. joining the top five 
for the restart.   The restart was 
action packed with Schmidt rac-
ing up side by side with Blevins 
Sr.   Blevins held off the chal-
lenged and pushed to a more 
comfortable lead.   Making his 
second start of the season in 
the #74 car Gary James Nelson 
started the race in the sixth row 
and was flying high on the top 
of the track making good prog-
ress towards the leaders when 
something broke and he slowed 
and stopped at the top of turn 
one bringing out yet again the 
caution flag.   The race ended 
with a green, white, checkered 
finish with Blevins Sr driving to 
victory lane.   Schmidt, Blevins 
Jr, Durbin and Skyler Smith 
finished in the top five.

Wissota Hornet Feature:
Cade Johnson from Iron, 

Mn and Mateja Dreyer from 
Bemidji led the field of Wissota 
Hornets to the green flag with 
Dreyer taking the lead over 
Johnson.  Chad Reller, Jayme 
Gordon and Chase Pourrier 
made up the top five.  Gordon 
raced around Reller for third 
but then slid and dropped back 
to fifth.    Dreyer raced out to 
a five car length lead but then 
slowed into the infield with 
mechanical issues.   Johnson 
took over the lead and picked 
up the win, his first at Bemidji.   
Gordon came back to take sec-
ond as Pourrier and Reller were 
DQ’d in tech inspections moving 
Blake Watson into third, Calli 
Watson fourth and Aiden Kes-
sler fifth.

Wissota Mod 
Four Feature:
Brooklyn Vernlund and Con-

rad Schwinn drove the field of 
Wissota Mod Fours down the 
front straight to the green flag 
with Schwinn taking the lead 
followed by Vernlund, Blake 
Erickson, Nick Seitz and Ashton 
Schwinn.   Ashton Schwinn race 
up side by side with Erickson 
with Erickson holding third 
behind Vernlund as the elder 
Schwinn powered away from 
the field.   Debris on the track 
slowed the race for a restart 
with Ashton Schwinn pulling 
into the infield out of the race.   
Nick Seitz was gaining momen-
tum and raced up into third as 
Conrad Schwinn joined his son 
in the infield with mechanical 
issues giving the lead over to 
Erickson with Seitz gaining 
on the leader.   Erickson won 
the race followed by Seitz with 
Kevin Bahr and  Brooke Erick-
son trailing.   Vernlund was 
Dq’d in tech inspection.

Wissota Modified Feature:
The final feature of the night 

was led on track by pole sitter 
Davey Mills with Jeff Reed to 
his right.   The intense start of 
the race featured Mills power-
ing to the front followed by 
Lance Schilling, Josh Beaulieu, 
Jeff Reed and Bryce Borgen.  
The race was flying around the 
track with Mills out to a five car 
length lead.  The race went yel-
low and newcomer to the class 
Jonathon Feda making his first 
appearance the class brought 
out the caution flag for a restart.  
The restart was fast and furious 
with Mills retaining his lead but 
Schilling on his bumper and 
then moving inside to race side 
by side with the leader.   Reed 
was also on the gas racing top-
side to pass Beaulieu for third.   
Borgen passed Beaulieu for 
fourth as the #22 of Davey Mills 
won his second feature of the 
summer at Bemidji Speedway. 
Schilling raced valiantly for 
second followed by Reed, Borgen 
and Beaulieu.

#8 Karen Puschinsky carrying the flag for the National 
Anthem.

Pure Stock Feature winner, Brandon Puschinsky. His 
first ever feature win.

Midwest Modified Feature winner Michael Blevins.

Hornet Feature winner, Cade Johnson. First ever 
Feature win.

Mod Four feature winner, Blake Erickson.

#39 Deryk Welesk Carrying the flag for tha National 
Anthem.
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Modified feature winner, Joey Thomas of Glyndon, Minnesota.

June 29th 2024
On what looked to be a drea-

ry forecast for the opening night 
of racing at the Greenbush race 
park ended up being a pleasant 
evening of great racing action.   
The sun was out and the track 
was juiced up and tacky which 
led to some very fast lap times 
and great side by side racing 
throughout the pack. 

 In the Pure stocks Deryk 
Wileski brought us to the green 
flag.  Dustin Puffe from LaPort 
MN quickly took the lead and 
pulled out to an early lead.  The 
lead grew and shrank as they 
went around some of the lapped 
car with Mason Sholin doing his 
best to keep pace with Puffe. 
When they crossed the line is 
was Puffe, Scholin, George, 
Weleski,Karen  Pushinski fol-
lowed by the hard charger in 
the group of Brandon Pushinski 
who moved up to 6th from his 
10th starting position. 

In the Lightning sprints 
Sean Enright took the green 
flag followed by the 87 of Matt 
Taves.  Taves pulled out to the 
early lead and was making 
quick work of the laps as the 
lightning sprints lived up their 
name with very low lap times.  
Behind him Kelsi Peterson 
battled with Evan Yanish, Kate 
Taves, and Dexter Dvergstein.  
Dvergstein had made his way 
from his third starting position 
to take the lead before clip-
ping the tire in turn 3 leaving 
his front axle bent and the car 
pointed straight up.  Safety 
crews were quick on the scene 
and had to simultaneously put 
out a small fire on the Isnae car 
who was unable to return to 
the track.  After the restart it 
would be Matt Taves taking the 
checkers followed by Peterson 
and Kate Taves, Yanish and 
Langevin.

The pure stock race would be-
gin with Jerome Berger taking 
the green flag followed by John 
Halvorson.  Getting pushed up 
into the greasy marbles in turns 
one and two, Berger slid up the 
track and the ensuing freight 
train left him in the middle of 
the pack.  Berger would make a 
big comeback and work his way 
back to 5th.  Out front it was 
a strong showing by Brandon 
Brauer who battle with Halvor-
son before finishing with a 
comfortable lead.  In third place 
it was the hard charger for the 
class of Scotty Messner, Jeremy 
Gust, and Berger rounding out 
your top 5.

The Midwest Modifieds had 
a great field of 18 cars taking 
the green Flag.   Up front it was 
Justin Olson making the most 
of his outside starting position 
battling Aaron Blacklance and 
taking the lead.  While those 
two pulled out to slight advan-
tage the cars of Chris Edmunds, 
Joseph Thomas, and Connor 
Graff put on a great show for 3 
through 6th positions.  Lance 
Schill charged from deep in the 
field advancing 9 positions and 
stealing the 4th spot Thomas in 
the closing lap.  The top 3 was 
Olson, Blacklance, Edmonds.

The 4 cylinders were turned 
loose with Jonah Espe out front 

Greenbush race park opener held Friday

Essentia 
Health-Fosston 
EMS team 
earns clinical 
excellence award

Essentia Health is proud to 
announce that our EMS team 
serving Fosston and surround-
ing communities has received 
its second EMS Clinical Excel-
lence Award from the Emer-
gency Medical Services Regu-
latory Board (EMSRB). The 
team, first awarded in 2022, is 
recognized for providing excep-
tional clinical care in 2023.

“I couldn’t be prouder of the 
exemplary care our Essentia 
Health EMS professionals de-
liver every day to the citizens 
and communities we are privi-
leged to serve,” said Joe New-
ton, emergency medical servic-
es senior director for Essentia. 
“We strive to provide the right 
care to every patient, every 
time, at the highest quality. 
It’s rewarding to find out we in-
creased the number of our loca-
tions receiving this prestigious 
award from four in 2022 to six.

“This wouldn’t have been 
possible without the hard work 
and dedication of our profes-
sionals.”

In 2022, working with EMS 
physicians from across the 
state, the EMSRB established 
multiple clinical advisory per-
formance measures that could 
be used to benchmark and 
highlight the work of Minne-
sota’s EMTs and paramedics. 

To qualify for this presti-
gious distinction, EMS services 
had to achieve a performance 
rate of 80% or higher in five 
or more individual perfor-
mance measures. There are 
nine clinical performance mea-
sures, gauging things such as 
response times and proper pa-
tient assessments.

“This award is a credit to 
your organization, leadership, 
the involvement of your Medi-
cal Director and, most of all, 
the exemplary care and docu-
mentation performed by your 
dedicated crew members,” said 
Dylan Ferguson, executive 
director of the EMSRB. “You 
should be proud of the care 
that your organization pro-
vides to the communities and 
citizens you serve.”

At Essentia Health, our 
EMS is part of an integrated 
care team ranging from our 
professional pre-hospital staff 
to our highly skilled emergency 
department caregivers. We re-
spond to about 13,000 requests 
for service annually and trans-
port more than 10,000 patients 
in our communities.

Pure Stock winner, Dustin Puffe of Laporte, Minnesota.

Midwest Modified Feature Winner, Justin Olson of Thief River Falls, Minnesota.

Lightning Sprint Feature winner, Matt Taves of Detroit 
Lakes, Minnesota.

Street Stock Feature Winner, Branden Brauer of Eyota, 
Minnesota.

4 Cylinder Feature Winner, Travis Olafson of Wilton, 
Minnesota.

and Gordon Hunter in 2nd.  The 
9 car of Waylon Current would 
grab the early and pull away 
slightly from the pack who were 
battling hard for 2nd through 
6th.   As the group spread out a 
little it was Travis Olafson who 
found his grove and worked his 
way through traffic from his 
4th starting position.  Olafson 
was driving his car very deep 
into the corner, often with his 
left rear tire a foot off the rac-
ing surface through turns one 
and two.  He would go on take 
the checkered flag followed  

by Hayden Engen, the hard 
charger of Justin Honer, Jonah 
Espe, and Kaylie Winge in 5th.

To close out the night we 
had an 18-car field to take the 
green flag with the 50 car of 
Aaron Holtan in his Amber 
Holtan throwback paint scheme 
as a tribute to the Late Amber 
Peterson.  Unfortunately, a 
rocker issue would end his eve-
ning before he got on the track 
for the feature.  Once the race 
started there was good racing 
throughout the entire field.  
Aaron Blacklance moving up to 

the pole with the 50 unable to 
run took advantage and jumped 
to the early lead in turns one 
and two. As the race went on 
several drivers made their 
way forward. Joseph Thomas,  
Jordan Duray, Dustin Wahl 
and Mike Tiani all advanced at 
least 4 positions with Patrick 
Sobolik moving up a whopping 
9 spots.  The checkers would 
wave with Thomas taking the 
win, followed by Josh Beulieu, 
Jordan Duray, and in 5th 

A big thank you to all those 
involved in making the Green-
bush race park 2024 season a 
reality.  The firefighter, medical 
staff and volunteers that make 
it happen every Saturday night.  
The stands were as full as I can 
remember them in the last 15 
years.  Hopefully we can con-
tinue the success as the season 
moves forward!
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