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Don’t be fooled by the dog 
days of summer — fall sports 
are quickly approaching, which 
means it’s time to start plan-
ning for them as well as the 
2022-23 school year. At Essen-
tia Health, scheduling a well-
child/teen visit has never been 
more convenient.

Well-child/teen visits in-
clude the completion of manda-
tory sports physical forms and 
are for anyone from birth to age 
21. They are recommended an-
nually to ensure your child is 
healthy. Especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the num-
ber of preventive-care check-
ups such as these declined pre-
cipitously. It’s important to get 
back on track.

At a well-child/teen visit, 
your pediatrician or primary 
care provider will:

•Conduct a comprehensive 
physical exam.

•Take measurements like 
height and weight.

•Discuss any mental health 
concerns such as anxiety and 
depression.

•Update all immunizations 
or vaccinations, including for 
HPV, meningitis or COVID-19.

•Talk about illness preven-
tion, nutrition, physical fitness 
and health and safety issues.

•Complete sports physical 
forms.

The goal, Essentia’s experts 
say, is to ensure the patient’s 

ST. PAUL – Livestock farm-
ers in Minnesota are facing 
limited meat processing access 
due to processor closures and 
fully booked processing ap-
pointments, according to a new 
report, “Solving the Meat Pro-
cessing Workforce Bottleneck.” 

The report’s authors inter-
viewed 57 small- to medium-
scale meat processors across 
the state. They found proces-
sors are at capacity and looking 
to hire long-term, reliable em-
ployees who could be trained to 
fit their business needs. “We’re 
really struggling in the skilled 
labor section of the business - 
butchering, breaking down and 
processing. It’s a very skilled 
craft,” said one of the locker 
owners.

The authors make several 
recommendations in the re-
port, including:

•Creating a one-year ap-
prenticeship for workers with 
hands-on training in slaughter 
and meat processing.

•Establishing a pool of 
funds for processors to access 
for trainee relocation pack-
ages, retention bonuses and 
training programs.

•Developing business tran-
sition training materials and 
resources.

“Local meat processors have 
been disappearing from rural 
Minnesota. Sustaining these 
businesses and encouraging 
them to source locally is vital 
for livestock farmers to access 

In the top picture on the left is Holly Long (the person 
to whom the book is dedicated), and on the right is her 
mother Jean.

Kathleen's granddaughter, Aria, was excited to hold her 
very own copy of Grandma Kathy's new book, and even 
more eager to start drawing pictures in it all about the 
words read to her.

Local 
Columnist 
Publishes 
Devotional

“Wading into the Deep” a 
33 Day Devotional (one day 
for each year Christ walked 
upon this earth) was merely an 
idea one year ago. According to 
Kathleen Kjolhaug, columnist 
of Theology in the Trenches, 
she’s excited to share this new 
project with others. “Thanks to 
Richards Publishing, the dream 
became a reality. Publishing 
locally was appealing because 
of the time frame in which the 
project needed to be completed. 
Working shoulder to shoulder 
and with people in our com-
munity brought with it the 
attention to detail it deserved.” 
Kathleen's column runs each 
week in the Tri County Canary.

The idea for the book was 
birthed as a promise. It was 
a promise made to a young 
woman named Holly Long, and 
her mother, Jean, both from 
Canada. Kathleen met Holly 
and her mother through an 
on-line prayer group. One day 
while visiting, she discovered 
that Holly yearned for a tool to 
help share her faith with friends 
as well as to grow more deeply 
in the assurance of her own. 
Search as she might, she could 
not find a devotional that met 
the criteria she was looking for.

After having a few discus-
sions with them about their 
frustrations, Kathleen volun-
teered to do the writing. Before 
beginning the final work on it, 
she sent samples of her ideas 
to them. As their feedback was 
positive, she moved forward.

The intentional writing was 
crafted around two ideas. The 
first was that the book needed to 
be written in a meaningful for-
mat in order to meet the needs 
across all age groups. In other 
words, if one was 4 years old or 
104, the ability for the reader 
to express comprehension at 
their developmental level was 
an important factor. 

This led to the second inte-
gral component of the project—
it needed to be interactive. In 
other words, those using this 
tool would be able to express 
in writing, drawing or doo-
dling—their reflections. Kath-
leen states, “Having the option 
to embed one’s thoughts interac-
tively was key. Through shared 
connection, hearts know—they 
matter and this is what this 
devotional offers—faith-filled 
connection.”

“Whether it’s used as an indi-
vidual thirty-three day retreat, 
grandparents connecting with 
grandchildren, parents to chil-
dren, or friend to friend, when 
this devotional is completed, 
each will have a better under-
standing of not only what they 
believe, but why they believe it.”

Soon after the project began, 
Jean, Holly’s mom, passed away 
unexpectedly. This made the 
project even more urgent be-
cause the desire of Jean’s heart 
was to fulfill the desire of her 
daughter’s heart. Empowering 
others to not only grow in their 
faith, but to have a tool in which 
to share it was beyond beautiful 
from a mother’s heart and pure 
gift to a daughter.

On June 11, Kathleen was 
able to present the completed 
project at the Biennial Con-
vention of the Church of the 
Lutheran Brethren in Fergus 
Falls, MN. Women’s Ministry 
purchased twenty-five copies 
that were sent to Holly. When 
she received them, her response 
came through text. “I got my 
devotionals!!! I’m so excited!! 
Thank you so much! All I can 
say is thank you and yet it 
still doesn’t seem like enough. 
Thank you!”

Kathleen gives tribute to 
the completion of the project 
to many. The work involved 
took several volunteers. Ashley 
Krog, a local friend and pastor’s 
wife, did the editing. Susan 
Jones, a friend, test drove the 

Report examines state of 
state’s small meat processors

the more-profitable direct sales 
markets,” said Paul Sobocin-
ski, one of the report’s authors 
and a Redwood County Farm-
ers Union member who raises 
livestock in southwestern Min-
nesota.

The report’s authors are 
farmers Sobocinski and Ted 
Suss; Don Arnosti, a local food 
connector; Maya Benedict, a 
former butcher shop opera-
tions manager and a gradu-
ate student at the University 
of Minnesota, and Courtney 
VanderMey, a grant specialist 
at MDA.

A third of processors inter-
viewed for the report have not 
started planning for future sale 
of their business and many 
processors don’t know where 
to find help for such owner-
ship transitions. In general, 
successful transitions have in-
volved family members or in-
ternally trained employees.

Unique barriers exist for 
Latinos and other people of col-
or who are interested in owner-
ship of small locker plants, in-
cluding language barriers and 
access to capital.

“Latinos are already work-
ing hard in meat processing 
in rural communities across 
Minnesota. With a concerted 
effort to overcome unique bar-
riers, this research shows that 
some would choose to work 
in, and own, small rural meat 
processing plants,” said Greg 
Schweser, RSDP’s Director of 

Sustainable Agriculture and 
Food Systems.

The report’s authors also 
note that the few local lockers 
in Minnesota that stock their 
retail counters primarily with 
locally sourced meat should 
be studied with an eye to rep-
licate their success. This could 
be an important value-added 
opportunity for local livestock 
farmers in enhancing their fair 
share of food dollars.

Paul Hugunin, Director of 
MDA’s Ag Marketing & De-
velopment Division said, “This 
report will inform our ongoing 
work focused on retaining and 
expanding these vital rural 
businesses.”  

Schweser agrees. "Livestock 
production in Minnesota is a 
vital aspect of our agricultural 
economy. Ensuring robust and 
thriving local meat production, 
processing, and supply chains 
requires a clear understanding 
of the challenges our processors 
are currently navigating. This 
comprehensive report takes a 
deep dive into their world and 
provides practical and action-
able recommendations for sup-
porting the future of local meat 
production in Minnesota."

The study was funded by 
University of Minnesota Re-
gional Sustainable Develop-
ment Partnerships (RSDP), 
with financial support from 
the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture (MDA) and Min-
nesota Farmers Union (MFU).

Kathleen Kjolhaug, columnist of Theology in the 
Trenches and author of "Wading into the Deep."

first draft through the eyes of a 
reader, and Barbara Heggland, 
from New Jersey, President 
of Women’s Ministry on the 
national level, looked over the 
manuscript from a theological 
aspect. Sue Sims, from Richards 
Publishing, helped with the 
cover design and layout while 
Dick and Corrine Richards were 
able to help bring this project to 
completion because of their com-
mitment to small town America. 

“Their desire to give oth-
ers in our area and beyond a 
platform from which to launch 
is something not everyone has 
access to, and for this I am most 
grateful,” says Kathleen.

If you would like a copy of 
“Wading into the Deep,” please 
contact the author at weme-
news@gmail.com. The cost of 
each devotional is $8.00 plus 
shipping. 

As fall sports, school year approach, Essentia 
Health encourages well-child/teen visits

physical and mental health, 
and identify areas of concern. 
For those set to participate in 
a sport, we also want to make 
sure it’s safe. That’s why well-
child/teen visits feature screens 
for underlying cardiovascular 
disease or heart arrhythmias 
the patient and their fam-
ily wouldn’t otherwise know 
about, and which could present 
a serious risk to athletic com-
petition.

“In pediatrics, preventing 
your child from getting sick is 
the ‘name-of-the-game,’” says 
Dr. Dhilhan Marasinghe, an 
Essentia Health pediatrician. 
“Well-child checks are the first 
line of defense when it comes to 
keeping your child feeling their 
best. At these visits, your pro-
vider will review your child’s 
physical health, mental health 
and discuss recommended vac-
cinations. We can often catch 
early concerning symptoms 
before they become a serious is-
sue in your child’s life.”

Children and teenagers 
have developed long-term 
health concerns following CO-
VID infection. One of the more 
common setbacks is damage to 
the heart. In severe cases, this 
could present as heart inflam-
mation and potentially result 
in sudden cardiac arrhythmia, 
causing the heart to beat either 
too fast or too slow. Damage to 
the heart can be accompanied 

by mild symptoms that may 
not raise red flags. That’s why 
it’s important to get evaluated, 
especially if a student-athlete 
had a more serious bout with 
COVID — sustained fevers, fa-
tigue, trouble breathing, exer-
cise intolerance, etc. 

When it’s age-appropriate, 
things like substance abuse, 
proper dieting and sexual 
health also are discussed at 
well-child/teen visits.

Evaluating that informa-
tion while already knowing a 
patient’s medical history un-
derscores the benefits of pri-
mary care.

Visit Essentia’s well-child/
teen check page for more in-
formation, including a list of 
the top questions to ask your 
child’s provider. There, you can 
schedule a virtual or in-person 
visit, which also can be done via 
the Essentia Health MyChart 
patient portal. Well-child/teen 
visits can be completed by a 
pediatrician or primary care 
provider. Many insurance com-
panies cover one such visit per 
year; contact yours to check on 
coverage.

If you are interested only 
in completing sports physical 
forms, please contact your lo-
cal clinic to make an appoint-
ment or to see if they have any 
upcoming sports physical ses-
sions.Vol. 32  Issue 21     Red Lake MN 56671      News:218.679.3561      Tribal Council:218.679.3341     email:charity.pemberton@redlakenation.org      July 22, 2022
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RED LAKE NATION
A Report to the People of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians

On Wednesday, July 13th, the Red Lake Boys and Girls Club hosted a “Protect and Serve 
Pizza” event along with the Red Lake Police Department. There were over 120 youth in 
attendance that day who enjoyed afternoon activities and a pizza party. Several bikes, 
Kindle tablets and other prizes were also given away to the attending club members. It 
was a great day at Red Lake Boys and Girls Club, the event was a huge success! Miig-
wech to the police officers and Red Lake Police Department staff for hanging out with 
and educating the kiddos. 

“Protect and Serve Pizza” Event
Submitted by Thomas Barrett

(More ‘Protect and Serve Pizza’ photos on page 2)

The public is invited to an 
artist talk and reception for 
emerging filmmaker and pho-
tographer Falcon Gott (Sa-
potaweyak Cree Nation) on 
August 6 from 2 to 4pm at 
Watermark Art Center. His 
exhibit "Bi-dibaajimowag - The 

Eagles Come Telling Stories" 
features work from moments 
he has captured during his 
travels and from personal in-
terests.

Public invited to artist talk

Artist talk...
Continued on next page
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 Mentor Farmers’ 
Market 2022

OUR 14TH YEAR OF SERVING LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES WITH LOCAL PRODUCTS!
OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 

8 AM to 12 NOON
May 28th through Sept. 24th 

(RAIN OR SHINE)

R
8-27C

Like us on Facebook at 
Mentor Farmers Market

Mentor School yard (east)
Large variety of local foods, produce, 
baked goods, ready-to-eat foods, 
flowers, gluten-free products, local 
honey, firewood, local beef,  soap & 
lotion products, unique craft items and 
entertainment.
Barnyard Bites Food Truck from Fertile 

will be at the park most Saturdays.

Polk
County Sheriff

Larson found 
deceased

On 07/21/22 at approxi-
mately 9:11 A.M., the Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office and Es-
sentia Ambulance responded 
to a report of an individual 
that had been found deceased 
in Spring Lake near Lengby, 
MN. The deceased was identi-
fied as Raymond Larson age 
65 of Fosston, MN. Larson was 
transported to UND Forensic 
Pathology for an autopsy. No 
foul play is suspected.

No further information will 
be released at this time.

Aircraft accident
On 07/21/22 at approxi-

mately 6:09 P.M., the Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to a report of an ag-
ricultural aircraft that had 
made an emergency landing in 
a field in section 14 of Grand 
Forks Township, rural East 
Grand Forks, MN.  The pilot of 
the aircraft was uninjured and 
there were no other occupants 
of the aircraft. The aircraft 
sustained disabling damage 
and was removed from the field 
without incident. The FAA was 
notified of the incident.

No further information will 
be released at this time.

R19C

Gott, also participating in 
an Artist in Residency pro-
gram at Watermark, was in-
vited to instruct young photog-
raphers over a two week period 
prior to the exhibit. The work 
of the "Migizi Gizhaaden" stu-
dent photography group will be 
showcased with Gott's work in 
the Lakeview Gallery.

Bi-dibaajimowag opens Au-
gust 5th - October 28 in the 
Lakeview Gallery. Watermark 
Art Center galleries and SHOP 
505 are free to visit and open 
to the public Monday - Satur-
day from 10 to 5pm and located 
at 505 Bemidji Avenue N. in 
Bemidji, Minnesota. Event, 
class and exhibit information 
are available online water-
markartcenter.org.

Artist talk...
Continued from Canary front

By Deane Morrison 
    In the predawn sky, four 

planets—Venus, Mars, Jupiter 
and Saturn—are still strung 
in that order from left to right. 
But now the line of planets 
stretches all the way across 
the sky. 

Venus dazzles from low in 
the northeast. Mars and Ju-
piter begin the month well up 

I am three. Three years old. I’m a big sister! But I’m so 
surprised! But I think you and Daddy were more surprised. 
His mouth made a big round “O” and then you gasped when 
you saw the screen. I love my picture with two babies! Are 
they really in your tummy, Momma? They must like hanging 
out together. I wonder what they do all day? Do you think 
they know I am out here waiting for them? I wonder if they 
know how to knock down block towers. Maybe I could 
teach them that. I’ll go practice. -a.m.opdahl www.speaklife139.com
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Dinah “Baby O” 2.0
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Today In Banking
Some “Straight Talk” On Banking Today ... That Can Make Banking Better For You...

GONVICK, MINNESOTA 56644  •  PHONE 218-487-5244
www.nsbgonvick.com

MEMBER FDIC

Making Banking Better For You!Making Banking Better For You!
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© Vic Jacquot
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Home Improvement
Loans

f	you’re	planning	on	making	some	Home	Improvements,	
come	see	us	for	your	Home	Improvement	Loan.		

		Whether	your	project	is	large	or	small,	we	can	loan	you
the	money	to	get	the	job	done.

We offer Home Improvement Loans with low interest rates, 
affordable payments and fast, personal service.		Come	see	us.

I

— 57 —

f you’re planning on making some Home Improvements, come see us for 
your Home Improvement Loan. Whether your project is large or small, we 

can loan you the money to get the job done.

We offer Home Improvement Loans with low interest rates, affordable payments and 
fast, personal service. Come see us.

Home Improvement
Loans

in the southeast and south, re-
spectively, with Saturn lower 
in the southwest. As August 
goes by, Jupiter and Saturn 
drift westward; at month’s end, 
Saturn will be so far west that 
it sets before Venus appears. 
On the 14th, Earth laps Saturn 
in the orbital race. On that day 
Saturn will be almost exactly 
opposite the sun in the sky, so 

it will shine all night.
On the evening of the 11th, 

we get to watch another “su-
permoon” rise. It’ll be not only 
much closer to Earth, and 
brighter, than usual, but also 
about as round as it gets, since 
perfect fullness occurs close to 
the time of moonrise. Saturn ac-
companies this gorgeous moon 
across the night sky, while Ju-
piter does the honors the night 
of the 14th. On the morning of 
the 19th, a last quarter moon 
appears between Mars and the 
Pleiades star cluster. And on 
the 25th, Venus rises below an 
aging crescent moon—that will 
be lovely. 

In the second half of the 
month, we’ll have at least an 
hour of moon-free star watch-
ing after nightfall. Start in the 
west with brilliant Arcturus, 
the anchor of kite-shaped Boo-
tes, the herdsman. Hanging 
slightly to the east of Bootes 
is the semicircular Corona Bo-
realis, or northern crown; its 
jewel is called Gemma or Alph-
ecca. Next comes an hourglass 
of stars marking the upside-
down torso of Hercules. And 
just beyond Hercules shines 
the large Summer Triangle of 
stars. Vega, the brightest of 
the three, dominates the con-
stellation Lyra, the lyre, and 
rivals Arcturus in brilliance. 

This year’s Perseid meteor 
shower is predicted to peak 
in the predawn hours of the 
12th or 13th. However, the 
moon will wash out all but the 
brightest meteors.

Minnesota Starwatch 
August 2022

HUMBLEBERRY
FARMS

23636 Hwy 92 E
Brooks, MN

humbleberry farms@gmail.com
Visit us on Facebook

Colorado Peaches 
will be available for 
pickup at the farm!
Fri., August 12th from 
2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.

PEACH FESTIVAL
Sunday, August 14th

2:00-5:00 p.m.
Games and 

Horse Rides for Kids

ARRIVINGARRIVING
SOONSOON

The most amazing 
peaches you will ever eat!

For canning as well as 
eating and freezing.

Please order soon at 
218-688-3203 
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Tuesday, August 2nd, 2022 - 6:30 PM
51#’S AT $1,000 UP TO $1,000 MAXIMUM

O8tfn

Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608

SPONSORED BY: 
The Mentor Firefighters 

Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

UnderUnder

Carol’s CozyCarol’s Cozy
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Call in OR Check Facebook for specials!

Kitchen Hours 8am-9pm Mon.-Sat. & 11am-9pm Sun.

Brooks, MN • Brooks, MN • 218-698-4608218-698-4608

Specials • 5:00-9:00 p.m.
Monday - Crispy Klucker 
Sandwiches
Tuesday - Tacos
Wednesday - Burger & Fries
                     (Dine in only)
Thursday - Broasted Pork Chops

Menu items also available.

New Selection of 
Jackets & Sweatshirts

Fri., Sat. & Sun., July 29, 30 & 31 • 5:00-9:00 pm
Walleye (Friday only) Broasted Chicken or Steak & Shrimp - 
Comes with Salad Bar, Potato and Garlic Toast. 

Broasted Chicken Available Daily

BINGOBINGO Starting at 56#s Progressive 
Blackout 6pm, 

Saturday, July 30th, 2022

SHORTY’S PLACE, 268-4199268-4199
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WEDNESDAYWing Night
SHRIMPSHRIMP

GULLY

Friday & Saturday SPECIAL -

8th Annual 
“Bryan Stordahl”

Saturday, August 6th, 2022
“The Deuce” in Erskine, MN

4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
**If you would like to donate an auction item 

contact Dave Stordahl at 218-791-5127**

Come join us for a fun-filled event 
to raise funds to FIGHT cancer in 

memory of Bryan and Jim.
All net proceeds donated 

The V Foundation
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!

Memorial Silent 
Auction Event    

R
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I WANT TO 
INSPIRE 
PEOPLE.

I WANT SOMEONE TO 
LOOK AT ME AND SAY 

“BECAUSE OF YOU, 
I DIDN’T GIVE UP.”
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225

Scoular is Hiring!
Sign on Bonus Offered

Apply Today!!
Opportunities at our Mentor, MN Facility

Sunflower Processing Plant

Mill Operator | General Laborer | Plant Manager 

Scoular is an employee-owned company with over $4 billion in 
sales. For over 125 years, we have been defining what’s possible 
in agribusiness supply chains for customers and partners around 
the world. 

Join our team to own what is possible! 
To apply, send your inquiry to sgordon@scoular.com 

Or Call 1-218-280-4806 ask for Spike 

Scoular offers a competitive benefit package, including medical, 
dental, vision insurance, 401k match, paid time off and more!

www.Scoular.com 
The Scoular Company is an Equal Opportunity Employer

O
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Looking for a farm hand. 
$20 to $25 an hour 

depending on experience. 
Work will be 

in the Oklee area. 
Call Brad 

at 701-330-9849.

R
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Help 
Wanted

Clearbrook-Gonvick School has an opening for 
a custodial position.  This is a full-time, 12 month 
position, with benefits.  Pay is negotiable dependent 
on experience.  Job requirements include the ability to 
thoroughly clean while paying attention to detail with 
some lifting and bending required.  Boiler’s license is 
helpful but not required for the position.  Applications 

can be found on our school website or call Melissa Weems at 
218-776-3112 Ext. 105 with any questions.

Please submit resume, letter of interest, and application to:
Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd.
Clearbrook, MN 56634
mmccoy@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us
Attn: Melissa Weems, HR

Custodial Position

R
18-22C

Hiring for:
Manufacturing Production 

Laborers – All Shifts
 -Full Time

Benefits include: 
-Health/Dental/Vision/401K

-Shift Differentials
*Apply in Person or Call

218-776-3118

Riviana Foods, Inc.
Clearbrook, MN 56634

R1
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Inter-County Community Council is accepting 
applications for an opening in our Family Services 
department:

Case Manager: The Case manager will recruit, 
coach, and provide comprehensive coordination 

of services to homeless and at risk of becoming 
homeless youth, individuals, and families. The position is full time 
/ 40 hours a week working out of our Thief River Falls Office.   

Application and position specific information, including job 
duties, salary and educational requirements are available on our 
website at www.intercountycc.org .  Send completed application 
and resume to Inter-County Community Council, Human 
Resources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.
org.  Applications must be received by 4:30PM on Monday, 
August 1st. Call 218-796-5144 x1017 for more information.  

ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Case Manager Position Available

R
18-19C

Would you like an opportunity to guide and 
provide leadership to a high quality early 
childhood program?  Would you like to work in a 
family friendly environment?  Would you like to 
work for an agency that promotes professional 

growth and has room for career advancement?  
Are you looking for a career with great benefits?

 Inter-County Community Council is accepting 
applications for openings in our Head Start program.  ICCC 
serves 3 ½ counties with a team of 32 staff.  This position is for 
the fall of 2022. 

Assistant Teacher – Home Visitor:  40 hours a week, 10 month 
position, for our shared classroom in the Win-E-Mac, MN schools.  
Work as a team with public school teachers to provide care and 
education to 4 years olds in a shared classroom setting; provide 
home visits for the families of the Head Start enrolled families.  
Must be able to pass a background check.  Position requires Child 
Development Associate or willingness to obtain within the first year 
of employment.  Experience with children preferred, additional 
training will be provided.   Position will remain open until filled.

Application and position specific information, including job duties, 
salary and educational requirements are available on our website 
at www.intercountycc.org .  Send completed application and 
resume to Inter-County Community Council, Human Resources, 
PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.org.  Call 
218-796-5144 x1028 for more information.  

ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Head Start Position Available

R
19C

Red Lake Falls Housing & Redevelopment Authority is accepting 
applications for the Executive Director position. This FT position is 
responsible for the proper administration and management of the RLF Housing 
Authority's two properties. Position includes responsibility for staff, procurement, 
overseeing maintenance, administering capital funds, developing budgets, 
managing finances, and meeting all HUD and MHFA compliance and reporting 
requirements. Qualified candidates will possess at least 2 years business or 
financial management experience, a Bachelor's degree or equivalent combination 
of education and experience. Applicants must possess effective communication 
skills, strong office management skills, the ability to work with senior and 
disabled residents, be computer literate and possess a valid Driver's license. 

Please contact the HRA office at 253-2022 for an application. 
Applications received until position is filled. Equal opportunity employer. 

Executive Director Position

R
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Secondary Special Ed position, LD. Bagley High School has an opening for a 
Special Education Teacher. Minnesota licensure in LD is required.

Substitute Teacher positions. Substitute teaching opportunities are available at 
Bagley Public Schools. Applicants should send a cover letter, resume’, teaching 
license or  substitute licensure with a 4 year degree, transcripts and three letters of 

reference to Nichole Ekre at 202 Bagley Ave NW, Bagley MN 56621 or nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 
Paraeducator positions. Paraeducator position openings in the Elementary and High School, can-

didates must be highly qualified, which includes either 2 or more years of college, an AA Degree, or 
the ability to pass the Para Pro Exam. Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the District 
Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Substitute Para positions. Substitute para opportunities are available at Bagley Public Schools. 
Applicants must have a high school diploma or equivalent. Application forms may be downloaded, 
picked up in the District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma or GED is preferred but not required. Currently 
accepting applications for Food Service Support Staff at the High School and Elementary. Application 
forms may be downloaded, picked up in the District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

Substitute Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma or GED is preferred but not re-
quired. Currently accepting applications for substitute food service support staff.

Native American Home School Liaison positions. Full-time positions open for the 2021-2022 
school year. Candidates must be highly qualified, which includes either two or more years of college, 
an AA Degree, or the ability to pass the Para Pro Exam. Application forms may be downloaded, picked 
up in the District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. 

For more information, please call Nichole Ekre at 694-6184.

Full-Time Route Bus Drivers and Substitute Bus Drivers positions. Applicants must have or 
be able to obtain a school bus driver's license endorsement. The District is willing to help applicants 
obtain their school bus endorsement. New drivers will receive a $200 stipend after six months of 
driving to help defray the cost of certification. Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the 
District Office or you may email nekre@bagley.k12.mn.us. For more information, please call Stuart 
Dukek at 694-6122.

Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the District Office or you may email nekre@
bagley.k12.mn.us. For more information, please call Nichole Ekre at 694-6184.

Youth rec activities coordinator position opening. Bagley Community Education has a part-time 
opening for a youth rec and activities coordinator. Responsible for the development, implementation 
and organization of youth sports and activities programs. Hours are based upon program needs, must 
be flexible including evenings and weekends. Knowledge of sports and activities preferred. 

Early Childhood Parent Educator position. Bagley Community Education has an anticipated open-
ing for a Parent Educator, contingent on the program needs. Applicants should have a License in 
Early Childhood, be willing to work towards a Parent Educator license and be able to pass a criminal 
background check. Applicants should send a cover letter, resume, teaching credentials, and three 
letters of reference to Corrie Uhlir, Dist. 162 Community Education, 202 Bagley Ave. NW Bagley MN, 
56621, or e-mail: cuhlir@bagley.k12.mn.us. Applications will be accepted until filled. For additional 
information call 694-3232. 

Fall 2022 Openings Bagley Schools
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HELP 
WANTED

Peatland Reds is looking to 
hire 2 people for August 15th, 
2022 to April 2023. Potato 
harvest, farm & warehouse 
experience preferred but not 
required. 

Call the 
office: 218-268-4034 
or cell: 218-368-2320 R

19
-3
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Varsity girls head basketball coach for the 2022-2023 
season- Duties will include but are not limited to: teaching 
young players the fundamentals of the game of basketball, 
being present at all games and practices beginning in 
November, and being a positive role model to young 

student athletes.
Assistant girls basketball coach for the 2022-2023 season- 

Duties will include but are not limited to: teaching players the 
fundamentals of the game of basketball, being present at all games 
and practices beginning in November, and collaborating with the 
varsity head coach.

Junior High girls basketball coach for the 2022-2023 season- 
Duties will include but are not limited to: teaching players the 
fundamentals of the game of basketball, being present at all games 
and practices beginning in November, and being a positive role 
model to young student athletes.

Assistant track coach for the 2022-2023 season:  Requirements 
of the position include being present for all practices and track 
meets beginning spring of 2023, teaching the fundamentals of 
running, and being a positive role model for our athletes.

Applicants should submit a letter of interest and resume to:
Melissa Weems, HR
16770 Clearwater Lk Rd.
Clearbrook, MN 56634
218-776-3112 Ext. 105
Email: mmccoy@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us 

COACHING POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

R
19-23C

Looking for something new and 
exciting? TEAM has a number of 
positions available to choose from. 

TEAM Industries Bagley  
is Hiring! 

• Assembly Automation Engineer  
• Assembly Production Associate - Days & Nights 
• Assembly Setup Technician - Nights 
• Machining Operator I - Days & Nights 
• Machining Setup - Nights 
• Manufacturing Technician - Nights 
• Process Controls Engineer 
• Quality Assurance Inspector - Nightshift 
• Warehouse Specialist - Dayshift

Check out the details and 
apply online @ www.TEAM-ind.com

R
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Northdale Oil is hiring a Bulk Truck Driver for the Gonvick, MN, 
area. The Bulk Truck Driver is an essential member of our or-
ganization as he/she is accountable for the handling of product, 
safe delivery of product, and meeting customer needs. The de-
pendable and safety-conscious individual will be responsible for 
properly driving his/her truck and ensuring everybody’s safety. 
Applicant must have a high school diploma or equivalent and be 
21 years of age or older. Class B Driver’s License and Hazmat 
endorsement are required but Northdale is willing to assist the 
right applicant in obtaining them. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
join a growing company! Call 218-773-4345 for more informa-
tion or apply at www.northdaleoil.com.

Bulk Truck 
Driver Opening

R19-20C

Olson Gravel, Inc.
Part-time Position

Olson Gravel of Trail,MN is looking to hire a part time loader 
operator/screening & crusher maintenance person to work 2 or 3 
days a week and 10-12 hrs per day.  $30.00 per hour. 

Call 218-268-4765. R19-20C

Would you like an opportunity to guide and provide leadership 
to a high quality early childhood program?  Would you like to 
work in a family friendly environment?  Would you like to work 
for an agency that promotes professional growth and has room 
for career advancement?  Are you looking for a career with 
great benefits?

Inter-County Community Council is accepting applications for 
openings in our Head Start program.  ICCC serves 3 ½ counties 
with a team of 32 staff. 

Early Head Start Home Visitor:  40 hours a week, year round 
position, office location dependent upon caseload – Thief River 
Falls, MN or Oklee, MN.  Position works with families of children 
ages birth to 3 years, providing in home education visits on a 
weekly basis.  Minimum of a Child Development Associate, AA 
degree preferred; experience with children preferred, additional 
training will be provided.  Must be able to pass a background 
check. Please submit applications by 4:30PM on Monday 
August 1st.

Application and position specific information, including job 
duties, salary and educational requirements are available on 
our website at www.intercountycc.org .  Send completed appli-
cation and resume to Inter-County Community Council, Human 
Resources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.
org.  Call 218-796-5144 x1028 for more information.  

ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

Head Start 
Position Available

R
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ASSISTANT COUNTY ATTORNEY: 
$39.43 - $50.13/hr - Open Until Filled

CUSTODIAN I:  
$16.45 - $20.92/hr – Open Until Filled

FACILITIES DIRECTOR:  
$37.20 - $47.29/hr – Open Until Filled

LANDFILL TECHNICIAN:  
$19.59 - $24.91/hr – Open Until Filled

SORT LINE OPERATOR I OR II:  
$15.52 - $20.92/hr – Open Until Filled

WELLNESS COORDINATOR:
$27.80 - $35.34/hr: Closes July 27, 2022, at 4:30 p.m.

CLERK TYPIST CASHIER III:
$17.44 - $22.17/hr - Closes August 5, 2022 at 4:30 p.m.

	 Polk County offers a highly competitive benefits package 
including but not limited to affordable family healthcare plans 
and PERA retirement.
	 For an application, full job description and general job opening 
information go to www.co.polk.mn.us and click on “Careers”. EOE

Polk County Full-Time 
Employment Opportunities:

R
17

tfc
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EMPLOYMENT CONTINUED...

Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C

G
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Call
218-689-2871 

or 218-242-0269

Waling’s Stump Grinding
Local

18+ years of experience
Free estimates

Gully Cafe for Lease. 
Fully Equipped. For more 
information call  Brad 
Gunderson at 218-796-
5478.

GULLY CAFE

O5tfc

New Owners!
Stop in and 
say hello!

Isaac &
Ashley
Banners • Logo Design

Paint Protection • Pin Striping
Signs • Truck Lettering

Vehicle Graphics & Wraps
Just south of Bagley Co-op Oil
218-694-2020 or 218-556-3622

moosecreekgs@gmail.com

R
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NEW TWIN MATTRESS SET WITH BOX-
SPRING $199, Full Size Set $249, Queen 
Set $299. Loveseats, Headboards, Many 
Frame Options, Bedding and More- Broth-
er’s Furniture. A Family Business Since 
2012- Delivery Available -Call 218-766-0064  
brothersdiscountfurniture.com R16-19C

CLEARWATER CLEARWATER 
COUNTY FAIR FUNCOUNTY FAIR FUN

American Legion Post #16
112 Main Ave N Bagley, MN 56621

Ribs, Brisket, Pulled PorkRibs, Brisket, Pulled Pork

Thursday August 4th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.Thursday August 4th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Friday, August 5th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. Friday, August 5th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. 

Saturday, August 6th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.Saturday, August 6th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Sunday, August 7th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.Sunday, August 7th • 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

R19C

Thursday, August 4th • 3:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.Thursday, August 4th • 3:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Friday, August 5th • Noon - 11:00 p.m.Friday, August 5th • Noon - 11:00 p.m.

Saturday, August 6th • Noon - 11:00 p.m.Saturday, August 6th • Noon - 11:00 p.m.
Sunday, August 7th • Noon - 11:00 p.m.Sunday, August 7th • Noon - 11:00 p.m.

LOCATED ON BASEBALL FIELDLOCATED ON BASEBALL FIELD

NOW HIRING

WELDER & SHOP HAND
 Competitive pay and benefits
 Located in Clearbrook, MN
 We provide on-the-job training
 Must be dependable, flexible and willing to learn

CONTACT: TYLER HALL
218-686-9507

tylerh@cleararcindustires.com

JOIN OUR 
TEAM!

|

|
|

|
|

|
||

|
|

|
|

|
|
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2-DAY

Friday, July 29th 
4:00-8:00 pm

Saturday, July 30th 
9:00 am-3:00 pm

Sherry Hoaas, Sky Johnson 
& Shayley Espeseth

307 Ross Ave—Erskine, MN
Kids/adults/toys/household/
Maytag dryer and A LOT OF 
STUFF FOR EVERYONE!!!

R
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BASIN
BERN
BORDER
CHEMIGATION
CONFINEMENT
CROPS

IRRIGATION WORD SEARCH     Answers on page 7
DISTRIBUTION
DRIPPER
EFFICIENCY
EMITTER
FIELD
FLOOD

FLOW
HOSES
MANAGEMENT
PIVOT
PRESSURE
PUMP

SELF-PRO-
PELLED
SPRINKLERS
SURFACE
SYSTEM
WATER
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7/24/2022
By Dennis Peterson
The “Advantage RV’s Modi-

fied Tour” came to Bemidji 
Speedway Sunday night with 
some of the finest Wissota Modi-
fied drivers in the country.   A 
great crowd was on hand to wit-
ness the event with supporting 
classes of Bemidji Mini Stocks, 
Wissota Pure Stocks, Wissota 
Hornets and Wissota Midwest 
Modifieds to fill out the show 
on a clear and comfortably cool 
night.  The Wissota Mod Fours 
and Super Stocks had the night 
off.

Big winners were Tyler Pe-
terson bringing home a clean 
sweep of the Tour modifieds, 
Doyle Erickson clean sweep in 
the Midwest mods, and Travis 
Olafson a clean sweep in the 
Wissota Hornets.

Next week the track will 
host the “Dean Olafson Me-
morial” race. The payout for 
the Wissota Pure Stocks will 
be $1,000.00 and the Wissota 
Hornets $500.00 with other 
special incentives.   Racing 
starts at 5:30.

 
Wissota Pure 
Stock Feature:
A total of 15 Wissota Pure 

Stocks came on track for the 
initial feature of the night 
with Deryk Weleski and Billy 
Binkley leading the way to 
the green flag of flagman Tim 
Jackson.  Weleski moved out to 
the lead with a four wide battle 
for second between Binkley, 
Dusty Caspers, Austin Carlson 
and Michael Roth. Roth making 
his first appearance of the year 
raced up into the top five from 
his fourth row starting position.   
Following a caution on the back 
straight Roth raced to the top 
side and by everyone into the 
lead.  After several more cau-
tions which sent more drivers to 
the rear of the field the race was 
called on time and Roth drove 
to Victory Lane.  Austin Carlson 

Bemidji Speedway “Advantage RV’s Modified Tour”

Conrad Schwinn - Mini Stock.

Michael Roth - Pure Stocks. Doyle Erickson - MWM.

Speedway... 
Continued on next page

To View the Entire Auction go to www.proxibid.com/Ron-
Mckercher (need help call 686-1009)

OVER 800 LOTS OF FARM EQUIPMENT (tractors, combines, 
trucks, swathers, sprayers , haybines, rakes, balers,  grain handling  
& rock equip., gravity wagons, grain carts, disks, plows, field cult., 
chisel plows, trailers, tires, skid loader accessories, scrapers, 
blades, shop items, mowers, tanks, livestock, planters, rigid heads, 
flex heads pickup heads seed tenders, header trls., grain bins) plus 
recreational, lawn & garden, vehicles, collectibles, & more.

Opens July 31st
Closes August 6th

FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTIONS,  PICTURES, & TO BID: 
 www.proxibid.com/Ron-McKercher

Owners 
LOCAL FARMERS, RETIRED FARMERS,  

ESTATES, & OTHERS 
RON MCKERCHER AUCTIONS 

ST. HILAIRE, MN 
ph. 218 686-2048,  964-5548,  686-1009 

www. redriverron.com R19C

St Hilaire Pre-HarvestSt Hilaire Pre-Harvest

AUCTIONEERS NOTE:  
Complete pics and descriptions on proxibid; we are open 9:00 - 5:00 for item 

inspection at North Edge of St. Hilaire, MN. 
ALL PURCHASES MUST BE PICKED UP & PAID FOR WITHIN 7 DAYS

R
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was second, with Weleski, Josh 
Berg and Dusty Caspers in the 
top five.

 
Wissota Midwest 
Modified Feature:
Nineteen Wissota Midwest 

Modifieds roared on track with 
Chad Puschinsky on the pole 
and Blake Higginbotham to his 
right.   Four straight cautions 
slowed the start of the race with 
numerous spins and crashes 
including a massive pile up on 
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Need to write 
a note? Make a 
shopping list?

We do 
NOTEPADS!

Richards Publishing Co.
218-487-5225

Complete 
Printing 
Services!

Richards 
Publishing

218-487-5225

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

On Mended Knee He Stood

Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Generosity
By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

Q u e s -
tion: I see 
so many ve-
hicles driv-
ing too fast 

on the highways. Are you guys 
doing anything about it?

Answer: You are correct and 
yes we are. As we’ve reached 
the halfway point of July – and 
summer – it's important to 
remember that extra speed en-
forcement is ongoing across the 
state with help from the Depart-
ment of Public Safety Office of 
Traffic Safety (DPS-OTS).

Extra speed enforcement 
began statewide July 1 and 
runs through July 31 as part 
of a campaign coordinated by 
DPS-OTS. Minnesota State 
Troopers, deputies and police 
officers are spending additional 
time stopping speeders to make 
sure everyone gets home safe.

July 17 – marked the half-
way point of the 100 deadliest 
days to be on the roads. Speed 
was the largest contributing 
factor in fatal traffic crashes 
during the 100 deadliest days 
last summer (Memorial Day to 
Labor Day). 

During the 100 deadliest 
days in the past five years 
(2017-2021), preliminary num-
bers show that 196 people lost 
their lives in speed-related 
crashes.

“We see it every day on just 
about every road, drivers going 

too fast," said Mike Hanson, 
Office of Traffic Safety direc-
tor. “The warm weather and 
snow-free roads make it easy 
to want to drive faster, but it's 
a dangerous decision. When 
speeds go up, so does the likeli-
hood of fatal crashes and serious 
injuries. Going the speed limit 
and slowing down in construc-
tion zones are critical to us all 
coming home to our loved ones 
at the end of the day."

While many Minnesotans 
are driving smart, others are 
still driving too fast. In 2021, 
the Minnesota State Patrol 
issued 1,249 speeding tickets 
for speeds of 100 mph or more, 
compared with 1,080 in 2020 
and 533 tickets for those exces-
sive speeds in 2019.

Those speeds are deadly. 
Preliminary numbers show 
there were 488 traffic fatalities 
in 2021 -- the most since 2007 
when 510 people died. Prelimi-
nary numbers show the 100-day 
stretch last year accounted for 
167 of the 488 traffic fatalities.

Minnesota is joining law 
enforcement officers from six 
states (Illinois, Indiana, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wis-
consin) on July 27 for the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration Region 5 high 
visibility Speed Awareness 
Day enforcement campaign. 
In 2020, there were 5,413 fatal 
injuries in the six-state region 

with 1,688 (30.8 percent) being 
speed-related fatalities. This 
was an 11.5 percent increase 
from 2019.

Whether it's the interstate, 
highway, your neighborhood 
or the communities you travel 
through, speeding risks the 
lives of others. Reducing your 
speed gives you more vehicle 
control, more time to respond 
to any road situations and de-
creases the severity of impact 
during a crash. All those add 
up to making the road safer for 
everyone.

Speeding is a costly choice, 
as well. The cost of a speeding 
citation will vary by county, 
but traveling 10 mph over the 
limit typically costs a driver 
more than $110 with court fees 
and double that for going over 
20 mph. Those who get cited 
for going 100 mph or more can 
lose their license for six months.

Look out for everyone's safe-
ty – and your bank account – by 
slowing down.

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him 
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Laundry 
b e c k o n e d 
t h i s  e a r l y 

morn as the sun began to re-
flect upon the farmhouse floor. 
Funny how the basket fills up 
so readily even with an empty 
nest had been my thought as of 
late. It wasn’t a stray thought 
but rather a repetitive strand 
winding its way down the lad-
der rung like DNA. Apparently, 
it was something embedded 
deep within.

I pulled the dirty clothes 
out of the hamper, tossed them 
into the washing machine and 
placed them in the dryer. The 
final stop was the laundry bas-
ket where the clean clothes sat 
limp like before being folded 
and put away. 

It was somewhere between 
the dryer and the folding table 
that gave me pause. While star-
ing at the pair of jeans before 
me, I noticed the ripped holes 
in the knees. It was apparent 
they had graduated from use 
in the public sector, to chore 
status upon the farm. As noth-
ing goes to waste around here, 
up-cycling is actually quite an 
honor for any pair of pants in 
this house. Why? Because they 
still have value and are worthy 
of use no matter where the holes 
and no matter how many.

The sanctification of “holy” 
took on a whole new form as 
I observed what, exactly, was 
holding the jeans together. 
Darned if you do and darned if 
you don’t. I don’t—darn that is. 
I do not mend jeans and never 
have. Puzzled by the wad of 
riffraff holding them together, I 
looked more closely. It appeared 
to be quite an achievement by 
the master craftsman as from 

the knee on down, the jeans 
were inside out. And from the 
outside, I could see the twist 
of sticky trying to replace the 
missing fabric.

I knew duct tape had many 
a use, but never had I seen the 
likes of this. Our door on the 
second floor needed securing 
many years back—so—as not to 
shed slivers, that stuff had been 
strategically placed around the 
bottom planks. And, I might 
add, it has been in the family 
now for well over a decade. Ice 
cream pails holding nails can be 
seen round about, not to men-
tion holes in doors covered with 
it. Did you know that painted 
over duct tape looks exactly like 
painted over duct tape? Take 
my word for it, it does.

I suppose you are no stranger 
to inviting this helpful tool into 
your home so all can be on the 
mend. However, if you don’t’ 
have a clue what I’m talking 
about, well then—I suppose I 
really don’t want to hear about 
it. Lucky duct!

So where was I? Oh yes, the 
laundry and the bended knees 
all bent out of shape fresh out 
of the dryer. It wasn’t so much 
finding this treasure which con-
jured up many a thought, but 
rather the picture of the only 
other person in this household 
that could have crafted the 
likes of it.

When did he do it? Was he 
in a hurry and there were no 
other holey pants around to use? 
Was it too cold and he wanted 
to keep warm? Was the hole too 
raggedy and he needed to reign 
it in for safety? Was it genetics? 
What makes one so frugal as to 
go without even a nickel’s worth 
of vanity? Why would one duct 
em up once, toss em into the 

washer, and then on into the 
dryer forming deformity out of 
mended jeans?

It was approximately twelve 
hours later I heard him fumbling 
around in the back room.“Tell 
me about this knee thing going 
on,” I casually mentioned as if 
he didn’t know what I would do 
with the information.

Without hesitation he simply 
stated, “I needed a pair of work 
jeans and there were no others 
in the house. It took me only a 
minute to do it, but when I put 
it through the dryer, it sort of all 
stuck together.” (It was at that 
moment he began pressing out 
the crumples in the duct tape so 
he could do what had to be done 
upon the farm.)

With farmers, it’s always 
about the other. Has anyone 
else ever noticed that? The mar-
kets go down, and the farmer 
goes out to take care of what 
must be done upon the farm. 
The prices stagnate, and the 
farmer continues doing what 
they must do for those in this 
world who are depending upon 
them. Not only on mended knee 
are they—but upon bended 
knee. They know well to Whom 
they give their thanks no matter 
the ups and downs.

…as it was in beginning, now 
and ever shall be, world without 
end while it’s yet on the mend.  
Amen.

I have been enjoying writing 
an article for the Green Maga-
zine about the auction's prices 
of John Deere tractors.  The 
classic 4020 John Deere tractor 
typically sells anywhere from 
$7,500-$15,000 depending on 
condition.  In the collector world 
they can even stretch from that 
$15,000 mark up to prices in the 
$30,000 range.

I often remark at the ability 
of many of our small communi-
ties to put on a great benefit 
when the need arises. When a 
family has lost a home to fire, 
the community is in need of an 
upgrade, or when a person or 
family is struggling to get by 
because of health issues.  Often 
when this happens people band 
together and the generosity 
is amazing. So hats off to all 
of you have been involved in 
organizing or donating to such 
occasions. 

The reason I started talking 
about 4020 John Deere trac-
tors and in the next paragraph 
talked about people’s ability to 
be generous is that I found a 
story that combines those two 
things.

The Steffes Auction group 
recently sold a 1972 4020 John 
Deere Diesel showing 4818 
hours at public auction.  This 
4020 features a powershift 
transmission, 3 hyd., 3 pt., 
540/1000 PTO, dimmer switch, 
front weights, New 11L-15 front 
tires, and New 18.4-34 rear tires 
w/hub weights.  This tractor 

was professionally restored and 
painted.  It is an awesome trac-
tor!  The great part of the story 
is this tractor was donated by 
Paul Young with 100% of the 
proceeds going directly to the 
Sanford Children’s Hospital.  So 
you see that is how you combine 
tractor talk and generosity! 
………by the way the purchase 
price………$49,500! 

How about a little 
tractor trivia.

1. In 1960 John Deere in-
troduced the 4010.  How many 
cylinders do they have?

   
2. The 4010's were consid-

Here is the 1972 4020 auctioned off for Sanford Children's 
Hospital.

Rated “A+ Superior”
by Best’s

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 

56742

Security State AgencySecurity State Agency

Phone 218-796-5157

“Insuring Homes, Farms, Businesses & Autos”
jenna.schommer@ssboklee.com

Box 69 • Oklee, Minnesota 56742
Phone 218-683-7963
“A Personable Company 
Keeping You on Course”

Jenna Drellack
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Al's Tree 
Trimming LLC

Tree Trimming, 
Removal and Chipping

218-902-0196
2028 250th St.

Mahnomen, MN 56557
Al's Tree Trimming

Owner Allen Jaeger R
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CORNERSTONE FARM SERVICE

Gully, MN 56646 
218-268-4000

■ Full Service Auto Repair ■ Farm Fuel Delivery
■ Mobile Ag. Tire Repair

 Full Line of Arrowquip Cattle Chutes
 Freestanding Panels
 Bale Rings & Bale Feeders
 Ritchie Waterers
 Feed Bunks - Many Styles: 
      Fenceline, Bottomless, Pan
 Mineral Feeders

R
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CCall us for your Directional Drilling Needs!

TJ UNDERGROUND INC
Directional Drilling Services

218-487-5230

218-253-2585 • 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 • 907 Main Avenue South

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
••• Please Call Us for a Quote •••

R
tfnC

29 Gauge Painted or Galvanized Steel 
Roofing or Siding Available.  

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING

•	 Post-Frame Buildings
•	 Building Materials
•	 Siding and Roofing
•	 Windows 

•	 Garages
•	 Shops
•	 Homes

Fallsbuidlingcenter.com Fallsbuidlingcenter.com 

(218) 268-4765
In business since 1974

Olson Gravel, Inc.
Excavating & Concrete

Excellent Prices on Concrete #4 and #5 Rebar 
(Steel or Fiberglass Rebar)

Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available

Basement & septic installation
We deliver anywhere!

•Wash •Beach Sand •Class 5 Mod •River Rock
•Peat •Black Dirt •Road Gravel •Rip Rap

Service with Front Discharge Trucks

M
50-49C

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
• Building Materials Sales • Windows & Window Treatments

• Paints & Painting Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

301 Lambert St  •  Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com  •  218-796-5131

O2TFC

Did you know?
Richards Publishing offers many services! 
• Yard Signs
• Banners
• Invitations
• Campaign mailings
  To name a few!

We can design it!
Give us a call! 487-5225

ered the “star” of the new gen-
eration tractors.  What years 
were they made?

3. The 4020 John Deere was 
made from 1963- _________.

4. T or F    The 4020 was 
made with gasoline, diesel, and 
LP engines?

5. The 4010 was rated at 
80hp.  What was the 4020 
rated?

Answers:  1.  6 cylinders    2.  
1960-1963   3.  1972   4.  True   
5.  94hp (Maybe 95 depends on 
where you look!)

the front straight which send 
many drivers to the pits.   The 
race was sent to a single file 
start with Higginbotham lead-
ing the way followed by Doyle 
Erickson, Puschinsky, Brennan 
Schmidt and Jeff Reed.   On the 
restart Erickson pulled away to 
a huge lead over the field but 
again, another caution slowed 
the race.   The restart was held 
by Erickson with Higginbotham 
a few car lengths back in second.  
A tight four car battle for third 
between Puschinsky, Reed, 
Schmidt and Josh Beaulieu 
developed and had the attention 
of the crowd with Reed racing to 
the top to take the third spot.   
Alan Olafson made a late charge 
from his fifth row starting posi-
tion to get into the top five as 
Erickson claimed his second 
feature of the weekend having 
also won in Greenbush the night 
before.  Higginbotham, Reed, 
Olafson and Puschinsky filled 
the top five spots.

 
Wissota Hornet Feature:
A seventeen car field of Wis-

sota Hornets was next led by 
Josey LaValley and Chad Rel-
ler in row one.  LaValley was 
sent to the rear of the field 
following a caution and as the 
race once again went green the 
#00 hornet of Travis Olafson 
was on the move from his third 
row starting position pulling 
up behind the leader Reller 
and Caylyn Binkley.   Chasing 
the leaders from behind were 
Justin Barsness and Carter 
Matthews.  Binkley got a bit to 
high in turn four and went over 
the top bringing out the caution 
flag.  She was sent tailback 
for the restart.   When racing 
resumed it was Olafson on the 
gas on the highside taking the 
lead with Reller, Barsness and 
Matthews in a tight battle for 
second.   Barsness drove inside 
turn two and into second place 
with Matthews moving to take 
third.   Olafson won the race in 
dominant fashion with Bars-
ness, Matthews, Reller and 
Ellen Lange trailing.

 
Wissota Modified Feature:
The “Advantage RV’s Modi-

fied Tour” travels from track to 
track.  Sunday night was Bemi-
dji Speedway’s opportunity to 
host the tour.  Racing for 30 
laps for a $1,500.00 purse to 
the winner.  The winner from 
the night before found himself 
on the pole.  Tyler Peterson held 
the pole with Josh Beaulieu to 
his right.  Following a four wide 
salute to the fans the race went 
green with Peterson taking the 
lead over Zach Johnson with 
Beaulieu, Nic Jacobson, and 
Corky Thomas in the top five.   
Peterson quickly pulled away 
from the crowd with Johnson 
the same in second.  Jacobson 
and Don Eischens came togeth-
er in turn two bringing out the 
caution flag sending Jacobson 
to the rear and Eischens to the 
pits.  The restart was controlled 
by Peterson with Johnson, 
Beaulieu, and Johnny Broking 
advancing up from his fourth 
row starting position into the 
top five.  The racing was slowed 
a bit by cautions and each time 
Peterson held on to the lead 
with Johnson close behind.  
The thirty laps flew by as the 
race was green for an extended 
amount of time with Peterson, 
Johnson, Broking, and Beaulieu 
leading the field.  Moving up 
late was Joseph Thomas pulling 
up into fifth as Peterson took 
the checkered flag for the win 
followed by Johnson, Broking, 
Beaulieu and Thomas.   Peter-
son picked up the big check and 
a bonus for back to back wins.   
The packed grandstand voiced 
there approval for the efforts 
of all the drivers ending a ter-
rific night of racing at Bemidji 
Speedway.

Speedway... 
Continued from pg. 5

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, 
MN is accepting applications 
for IMMEDIATE 1 Bd open-
ings for all elderly and all 
handicapped/disabled per-
sons.  Rent is based on 30% 
of your monthly adjusted gross 
income. Laundry room facili-
ties available & off-street park-
ing.  NEW Resident Manager 
onsite.  Camera system onsite.  
Accepting applications for per-
sons of all ages.  Applications 
and qualifications, contact Ni-
cole at 218-751-6881 or Laura 

at 218-407-7681.   
Applications online 

@bemidjimanagementinc.com  
AN EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY.

BBrookfieldrookfield  
  AApartmentspartments

R15-18C
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Obituary for 
Arlette Ruud

Arlette Mavis (Franzman) 
Ruud was born April 21, 
1930, to Alfred and Laura 
Franzman in Grygla, MN.  
She was baptized and con-
firmed at Bethel Lutheran 
Church in Grygla, MN. She 
attended Greenwood Country 
School and Grygla Elemen-
tary School and graduated 
from Goodridge High School 
in 1947.

Arlette was united in mar-
riage to Cheslie Ruud of Gatz-
ke, MN, on November 2, 1947, 
at Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Grygla, MN. The couple made 
their home at Gatzke. To 
this union, five children were 
born: Gerald, Wayne, Bon-
nie, Robert, and Terry. They 
farmed until moving to Min-
neapolis, MN in 1955, where 
Arlette worked at Old Dutch 
and took in foster children. 
In 1960 the family moved 
back to Gatzke, MN. Arlette 
worked at Arctic Enterprises 
in Thief River Falls for sev-
eral years, and for Tri-Valley 
Health Care. Arlette enjoyed 
attending Senior Meals, pot-
luck suppers, and Rook games 
with her many friends. She 
enjoyed traveling to Japan, 
Germany, and Hawaii, with 
Cheslie. 

Arlette was an active mem-
ber of the United Lutheran 
Church of Gatzke. She was 
a Sunday School teacher, an 
active member of WELCA, 
sang in the choir, attended 
Bible Study, and helped with 
quilting.  

Arlette loved music and 
played the piano most of her 
life. She enjoyed listening to 
“Willie’s Roadhouse.” She was 
an avid reader and instilled 
in her children the love of 
reading and learning. She 
loved poetry and wrote many 
poems. She loved bluebirds, 
nature, and walks in the 
woods, feeding her birds and 
watching “her” deer. Arlette 
loved gardening and flowers. 
She enjoyed listening and 
dancing to the Back Behind 
the Barn Boys, attending as 
many of their concerts as she 
could.  

Arlette was a great story-
teller and had a great sense 
of humor. She cherished 
her family and adored her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. She loved to 

have the grandkids visit and 
taught them about the beauty 
of nature. She loved creating 
memories and special mo-
ments with them, especially 
Mickey Mouse picnics. She 
was famous for baking buns 
and hosted Christmas Day 
for her family every year. 
She was generous, caring, 
and kind and made everyone 
in her presence feel special 
and loved. She was happiest 
when her house was full of 
friends and family. She espe-
cially loved birthdays, 4th of 
July celebrations, and Rook 
parties.  

Arlette is survived by her 
children: Gerald “Gerry” 
(Sheila) Ruud of Young Har-
ris, GA; Wayne (Elaine) Ruud 
of Karlstad, MN; Bonnie 
(Tim) Howard of Warren, MN; 
Robert Ruud of St. Paul, MN; 
and Terry (Lori O’Hara) Ruud 
of Dilworth, MN; grandchil-
dren: Jennifer, Jeremy, Mike, 
Monica, Mandi, Josh, Chris, 
Ross, Lorentza, Anna, and 
Maggie; great-grandchildren: 
Kayleigh, Brooke, Tiffany, 
Griffin, Marcus, Henry, Mi-
chael, Barrett, Evan, Cheslie, 
Tommy, Jordy, and Bianka; 
sister: Iris Most of Prescott, 
WI; sister-in-law: Marion 
Franzman, St. Hilaire, MN; 
several foster children includ-
ing: Patricia Thompson, of 
Grand Rapids, MN; honorary 
family members: Karen For-
rester, Pam Mostrom, and 
JoAnn Orpen; along with 
many cousins, nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces and neph-
ews, and many cherished 
friends. 

Arlette was preceded in 
death by her husband, Ches-
lie; her parents, sister Arda, 
brother Russell and; brothers-
in-law: Johnnie Ruud, Art 
Ruud, Herman Ruud, Lester 
Ruud, Henry Scramstad, 
Melvin Most, Roy Johnson, 
and Orvin Anderson; sisters-
in-law: Vivian Ruud, Marion 
Ruud, and Alice Ruud; and 
daughter-in-law Carolyn.

Arlette Mavis (Franzman) 
Ruud of Gatzke, MN passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
July 24, 2022, at the Sanford 
Hospice House in Fargo, ND, 
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily at the age of 92 years, 3 
months, and 3 days. May her 
memory be blessed. 

The family of Arlette Ruud 
gratefully acknowledges your 
attendance and many kind ex-
pressions of sympathy during 
their time of loss. The family 
would like to thank the staff 
of Sanford Hospice House in 
Fargo, ND, for the care pro-
vided to Arlette these past 
few months. 

Funeral service will be 10 
AM Saturday, July 30, 2022, 
at Johnson Funeral Chapel, 
Thief River Falls, MN.

Visitation will be from 9 
to 10 AM at Johnson Funeral 
Chapel, Thief River Falls, 
MN.

Burial will be Lanstad 
Cemetery, rural Gatzke, MN, 
following the service.

Word Search Answers this week

OBITUARIES

BUY THIS MONUMENT
$895.00

NESS GRANITE WORKS
3 miles N. on Hwy 59, Detroit Lakes, MN

800-309-5191 • www.nessgraniteworks.com

Buy Factory 
Direct!

Avoid Funeral 
Home & 

Salesman 
Commission!

Custom 
Granite 

Monuments 
designed to fit 
your needs!
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Obituary for  
Doloris Haugen

Doloris Haugen, 88 of 
Oklee, MN passed away on 
Monday, July 18, 2022 at Al-
tru Hospital, Grand Forks, 
ND with her loving family by 
her side.

Funeral service were held 
at 2:00 PM on Saturday, July 
23, 2022 at Ebenezer Luther-
an Church rural Oklee, MN 
with Rev. Jonathan Dodson 
officiating. Visitation was 
held one hour prior to the ser-
vice. Burial followed in the 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church 
Cemetery. 

Doloris Ona (Solberg) Hau-
gen was born to Adolph and 
Selma (Nelson) Solberg in 
Pennington County, MN on 
November 24, 1933.  She was 
raised on the family farm in 
Mayfield Township, was bap-
tized into the Christian faith 
and was confirmed at Ebene-
zer Lutheran Church, rural 
Oklee, MN. She attended 
country school and went on to 
graduate from Lincoln High 
School in Thief River Falls in 
1950. She obtained a Normal 
School teaching certificate 
and began to teach country 
school at Highlanding School 
at the age of 17. She also 
taught at Wyandotte Country 
school.

She met the love of her 
life, Marlyn Haugen, in high 
school and they were married 
on July 14, 1956 at Ebenezer 
Lutheran Church. Doloris 
and Marlyn lived all but a few 
years of their married life on 
Doloris’ home farm. Shortly 
after they were married, 
Marlyn was drafted into the 
army and the couple moved to 
the military base, Ft. Gordon, 
Augusta, Georgia.  In Georgia, 
Doloris and Marlyn welcomed 
two sons, Vance and Monte.  
After completing Marlyn’s 
military time in Georgia they 
moved back to the farm north 
of Oklee and have lived there 
since.

Doloris completed her 
bachelor’s degree in teaching 
from Moorhead State Teach-
er’s College, now Minnesota 
State University in Moor-
head. She spent many long 
hours taking summer courses 
and correspondence courses 
while raising their young 
family. Marlyn and Doloris 
added two daughters to the 

family, Deone and Amy. Be-
cause of the difference in the 
children’s ages Doloris would 
say she was lucky she got to 
raise two families, her boys, 
and her girls.

She continued her teaching 
career in Thief River Falls, 
MN, where she taught chil-
dren with learning disabili-
ties. While she loved all her 
students, those who captured 
her heart the most were the 
ones who needed extra help 
to succeed. She continued 
working in special education 
at Oklee Public Schools and 
coordinated the reading pro-
gram and eventually moved 
to teaching fifth grade. She 
was a member of Delta Kappa 
Gamma, a professional soci-
ety for women teachers.  She 
retired after more than 45 
years of teaching in 1999. 

She was a member of Eb-
enezer Lutheran Church, ru-
ral Oklee, since childhood. Her 
faith in the Lord was strong 
and present in everything she 
did. She was a member of the 
Women of the ELCA, led and 
taught Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School. She 
served on the church coun-
cil and poured her heart into 
her church - even shortening 
their honeymoon so she and 
Marlyn could be present for 
Ebenezer’s 50th Anniversary 
Celebration which she had 
helped plan.

Doloris touched hundreds 
of lives through the children 
she taught. She called them 
all “her kids.” She loved and 
respected each one and be-
lieved anyone had the ability 
to learn.

Doloris is survived by her 
loving husband of 66 years, 
Marlyn. She is also survived 
by her children: Vance (Bon-
nie) Haugen, Canton, MN; 
Monte (Sue) Haugen, Oklee, 
MN; Deone (husband, Mark 
Concannon) Merkel, Moor-
head, MN; and Amy (Sean) 
Kelly, Moorhead, MN; her 
grandchildren: Inga Hau-
gen, Blacksburg, VA; Olaf 
(Corinne) Haugen, Mabel, 
MN; Ross (Jade) Haugen, 
Thief River Falls, MN; Thor 
(Sarah) Haugen, Harmo-
ny, MN; Elizabeth Merkel, 
Fargo, N.D.; Molly Haugen, 
Cambridge, England; Fiala 
Merkel, Moorhead, MN; and 
Olivia and Audrey Kelly, 
Moorhead, MN; great grand-
childen Norris, Leyland, Min-
nie, Marion and Cora Hau-
gen; Theo, Cecelia, Philip and 
Maeve Haugen and Sully, 
Aurora and Wulf Haugen; 
and sister Elaine White along 
with many nieces and neph-
ews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, infant sister, 
sister Ada (Harold) Moen, 
brother Harley (Gladys) Sol-
berg, and son-in-law Clark 
Merkel. 

Condolences may be sent 
at ww.johnsonfuneralservice.
com

Evelyn (Hagen) Boggess, Age 97 of Ocala, Florida died June 
13, 2022. A 1943 graduate of Clearbrook High School.

She was preceded in death by husband's Dave and Bob, par-
ents Gunnar and Betsy, Brothers Roger and Donald, Sister Inez.

Survivors include three daughters and their families.

Services for Evelyn (Hagen) Boggess

Ronald P. Asselin passed 
away on July 10, 2022 at the 
age of 77. Beloved father of 
Robert (Mary) Asselin, Randy 
(Corry) Asselin, and Renee 
Wilson. Special grandfather 
of Kristina Asselin and great-
grandfather of De’Andre. Also 
survived by brothers Rick, 
Mick, and Mark and sisters 
Annette, Barbara, and Bon-
nie Kay and many nieces and 
nephews. Survived by the 
mother of his children, Leona 
Fliss. Preceded in death by 
parents Harvey and Madonna 
(nee Lussier) Asselin, and sib-
lings Veronica O’Keefe, Victor 
(Pete) Asselin, and Audrey 
Lessard.  

Ron was born in Oklee, MN 
and moved to South Milwau-

kee as a teenager. He worked 
many years at Ben & Jerry’s 
service station and retired 
from Bucyrus Erie after more 
than forty years of service.  

In his earlier years, his 
favorite pastimes were hunt-
ing, fishing, small engine 
repair, and four-wheeling.  He 
enjoyed spending time with 
family and friends, going up 
north to his special get-away, 
and trips to the casino.  His 
children would like to thank 
Dr. Ramagopal Tumulari and 
nurse Beth Chojnacki, St. 
Luke’s CICU and S10, and 
Compassus Hospice for the 
care provided to our dad.  Per 
Ron’s request, there will not 
be a funeral service.

Obituary for Ronald P. Asselin

Obituary for
Florence Easthouse

Florence Easthouse, 94 
of Warroad, MN formerly of 
Goodridge, MN passed away 
peacefully on Monday, July 
18, 2022 at Warroad Care 
Center.

The service to celebrate 
Florence’s life will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Friday, July 
29, 2022 at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Goodridge, MN 
with Rev. Kristin Ostercamp 
officiating. Visitation will be 
held one hour prior to the 
service on Friday at Faith 
Lutheran Church. Burial 
will follow at the Goodridge 
Cemetery.

Florence Lorraine John-
son was born on August 27, 
1927, in Germantown, MN 
the daughter of Albert and 
Mabel (Graff) Johnson. She 
was baptized on September 
10, 1927 at Zion Luther-
an Church and confirmed 
in 1944 at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Germantown. 
Florence attended school in 
Germantown.

In her younger years, 
Florence moved to the Twin 
Cities where she worked at 
Land-O-Lakes for a short 

time.
On May 5, 1955, Flor-

ence was united in marriage 
to Irving Easthouse in Coon 
Rapids, MN. They made 
their home in Goodridge, MN 
and to this union five chil-
dren were born, Karen, Rick, 
Gary, Doug and Darin.

Florence was very proud 
to stay home and raise her 
wonderful children.

She was a member of the 
Faith Lutheran Church, was 
active in WELCA activities. 
Florence especially enjoyed 
the Faith Mission Quilters 
making hundreds of quilts 
to share with those in need. 
She also enjoyed baking, 
gardening, camping, fishing, 
canning, following Goodridge 
sports and loved spending 
time with her grandchildren.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Karen (Joe) Kertz 
of Edinburg, ND, Rick 
Easthouse of Goodridge, 
Doug (Wendi) Easthouse of 
Baudette, MN and Darin 
Easthouse of Fargo, ND; 
grandchildren, Jill (Adam), 
Jeff (Brittany), Josh (Fi-
ance Amy), Jauna (Troy), 
Katie (Brady), Clint, Beth-
any (Max), and Cole; great-
grandchildren, Ivy, Matilda, 
Corbyn, Camden, Ruby, 
Nova, Ava, Bohdi, Navy, and 
Sunny; siblings, Eldon John-
son of Goodridge, Leon (Nao-
mi) Johnson of Goodridge 
and Avis Byklum of Grygla; 
and many nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends.

She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Irving in 
2004; infant son, Gary; 
great-grandchild, Jett; sib-
lings, Donald Johnson, and 
Everett Johnson. 

Condolences may be sent 
at ww.johnsonfuneralservice.
com

Gordon N. Olson, age 79, 
of Clearbrook, Minnesota, 
passed away on February 
16, 2022, at McIntosh Senior 
Living in McIntosh, Minne-
sota.

Gordon was born Febru-
ary 24, 1942, in Bagley, Min-
nesota, to Gustav and Gladys 
(Olson) Olson. He grew up in 
Sinclair Township and grad-

uated from Clearbrook High 
School in 1960. 

Services will be held on 
Saturday, July 30 at 10:00 
ad at the Seljord Lutheran 
Church north of Clearbrook. 

Services are being provid-
ed by Whispering Pines Fu-
neral & Cremation Service of 
Walker, Minnesota.

Services for Gordon N. Olson

ATTENTION LANDOWNERS/FARMERS
If you have unused land and are:
1) Looking for Passive income
2) An extra yearly revenue stream
3) Looking to reduce crop damage
4) Deter trespassing
5) A return on your investment or want help paying your yearly 
taxes we are interested in talking with you.
	 We are actively seeking hunting leases in Clearwater, Eastern 
Polk and Western Beltrami Counties or properties within 15-25 
minute drive from Clearbrook, MN.
	 We are looking for properties for Bow hunting, Rifle hunting and 
Muzzleloader hunting seasons. 
	 Short to long-term leases wanted. We are fully licensed and 
insured. If you have unused land and may be interested in leasing 
give Chad a call at 218-533-1180.

R48-tfc

Notice of Final Payment Hearing
The Board of Managers of the Red Lake Watershed District will be mak-
ing a final payment for the construction of the Pine Lake Outlet Structure 
Replacement Project, Red Lake Watershed District Project No. 26B to 
Davidson Construction, Inc. of Newfolden, MN. Any parties that have 
an objection to the final payment to Davidson Construction, Inc., for the 
construction of Pine Lake Outlet Structure Replacement Project, Red 
Lake Watershed District Project No. 26B should be present at the hearing 
on Thursday, August 25, 2022 at 9:30 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed 
District office, 1000 Pennington Avenue South, Thief River Falls, MN. 
                                         	 Signed: Myron Jesme, AdministratorR19-21C
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Minnesota is home to 14,000 
lakes, 12,000 loons, 135,000 
seasonal lake cabins and 3.9 
million newspaper readers. 
Really? 

Really. Every month, 86% of 
Minnesota adults read newspa-
pers’ print and online issues, 
according to a new Minnesota 
Market Study conducted by 
Coda Ventures. The study 
measures media usage and 
purchase behavior of Minnesota 
adults across urban and rural 
zip codes (see full-page ad in 
this issue). 

The 3.9 million Minnesota 
newspaper readers number 
might not come as a surprise to 
you. After all, you are reading a 
newspaper right now. You are 
in the majority of Minnesotans 
who value your newspaper’s 
local news and ads. 

Who are these 3.9 million 
Minnesota newspaper readers? 
Coda reports: 

•78% are under age 65,
•68% are homeowners,
•77% believe they have a re-

sponsibility to shape the future 
of their communities,

•77% vote in local elections, 
84% vote in state and national 
elections, 

•80% believe newspaper 
advertising is important,

•69% take action as a result 
of newspaper advertising,

•57% use newspapers to 
decide which products to buy, 

•72% have lived in the com-
munity 5 or more years, 

•91% of the people who con-
tact elected officials/community 
leaders, and

•92% of the people planning 
to attend local events such as 
festivals, fairs, concerts, sports 
and bars

Minnesotans said they rely 
on local newspapers as their 
primary source of news and 
information about schools, lo-
cal government, high school 
sports, local entertainment, 
candidates/ballot issues, crime 
and safety.  

Minnesotans rely on news-
papers for local advertising, too. 
Most, 69%, said they take action 
on newspaper ads. 

Minnesotans set a high bar 
in many areas. Think about 
it. The Gopher State has the 
nation’s greatest voting partici-
pation rate, not to mention an 
impressive variety of Paul Bun-
yan statues and the largest ball 
of twine collected by one man. 

Minnesota’s lofty newspaper 
readership and action taken on 
newspaper ads is impressive. It 
makes sense readers who vote 
want to learn about local elec-
tions, learn about candidates 
running, and learn about local 
issues from a trustworthy local 
news source. Wise candidates 
and businesses buy ads in these 
same news pages where 80% of 
its readers believe newspaper 
ads are important. 

Minnesota is home to 275 
newspapers. Unlike other 
states, every one of Minnesota’s 
87 counties has a newspa-
per. Most counties have mul-
tiple newspapers. And many 
newspapers are hiring. Re-
ally? Check out www.mna.org/
member-classified to see dozens 
of current job openings. 

However, some U.S. and 
Minnesota cities don’t have a 
community newspaper. Studies 
find cities and counties with-
out a community newspaper 
pay higher taxes because no 
reporters are watching local 
governments, have lower voter 
turnout, have fewer candidates 
running for office and more 
partisanship. 

Minnesota’s 3.9 million 
newspaper readers could fill 
up U.S. Bank Stadium’s 73,000 
seats 53 times and still have a 
waiting line. Picture 53 U.S. 
Bank Stadiums. That’s a lot of 
readers. And Minnesota news-
paper readers nearly double 
the 2 million Minnesota State 
Fair goers. 

The pandemic was tough for 
many businesses. But Minneso-
tan's desire for local news and 
shopping grew. Many newspa-
pers saw a 30% bump in online 
readers seeking local health 

SOURCE: THE MINNESOTA MARKET STUDY, 2021; CONDUCTED BY CODA VENTURES.

54%
Total Print & Digital

Readers
(2,431,000)

69%
Total Print

Readers
(3,114,000)

71%
Total Digital

Readers
(3,171,000)

https://mna.org/readership-survey/

EVERY
MONTH

percent
of Minnesota Adults – Read Local Print or Digital Newspapers

How many Minnesotans read newspapers?
Community members, like you, 
felt a need or desire to support 
their hometown and hometown 
newspaper. That rally to lo-

cal news and taking action 
on newspaper ads is likely re-
flected in these strong survey 
results. How strong? 

Matt McMillan is CEO of 
Press Publications, North-
star Media, Kanabec Publica-
tions, Sentinel Publications 
and Publishers Printing  
Service, Inc.

and school news. During the 
same pandemic period, a good 
number of Minnesota newspa-
pers also grew subscriptions. 

Imagine 3.9 million other 
Minnesotans – just like you – 
who care.  You are the power 
behind your community. You 

are the power of community 
newspapers. Together, we are 
the power of healthy communi-
ties. Really. 
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