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This year the 26th Annual 
River Watch Forum was held 
virtually from March 8th to 
March 26th due to COVID-19. 
River Watch is a watershed edu-
cation program created for jr. 
high and high school students. 
Students collect water quality 
samples from local rivers and 
streams, learn about their local 
watersheds and typically par-
ticipate in a watershed-based 
project over the winter months. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
schools were not able to work on 
a watershed-based project over 
the winter months.

This year a virtual forum 
was created to refresh each stu-
dent’s memory about sampling 
procedures, identification and 
most importantly to have some 
fun during a tough year. There 
were three challenges that each 
team was asked to complete. For 
challenge #1, the River Watch 
staff collected a ‘snapshot’ of 
water quality along 300 miles 
of the Red River by collecting 
field data and collecting water 
samples for further lab analysis. 
The dataset was given to each 
River Watch team, and they 
had to match the data to one 
of the 14 locations on a map. 

MINNEAPOLIS (June 1, 
2021) – Today, Polaris Inc. 
(NYSE:PII), a global leader in 
helping people find possibilities 
outside for more than 65 years, 
announced a new initiative 
aimed at inspiring people to 
get offline and capture the 
adventure waiting outdoors. 
Research shows that time spent 
outdoors has positive impacts 
on our health, including reduced 
stress, improved mood and 
faster healing. This National 
Get Outdoors Day on Saturday, 
June 12, Polaris invites consum-
ers to take a pledge to become 
an OFFLINER.

 National Get Outdoors Day 
is held annually on the second 
Saturday of June and encour-
ages Americans to get active 
outdoors, whether that be in 
their own backyard or our na-
tion’s parks, forests and wildlife 
refuges. Launching today and 
running through June 30, 2021, 
consumers are invited to take a 
pledge to become an OFFLINER 
by visiting Polaris.com/Think-
Outside.

“At Polaris, we’re passionate 
about getting people outside. It 
is about more than just the prod-
ucts we provide, it is about the 
experiences and memories we 
help create,” said Mike Speet-
zen, Polaris chief executive offi-
cer. “It’s that THINK OUTSIDE 
mindset that motivates us daily 
and makes celebrating National 
Get Outdoors Day a natural fit 
for Polaris.”

In a world where we are 
constantly online, it’s time to 
turn off and reconnect with the 
outdoors. More time at home 
and technology have resulted in 
a nature deficit and screen time 
has increased to an average of 
13 hours per person per day1. 
Consumers are now looking 
for a reason to get out, which 
is evident as searches for “out-
door activities” increased by 82 
percent from July 2019 to July 
2020, and search levels in 2021 
are on pace to match that2. 

 “While we know screen time 
increased during the pandemic, 
we also saw many people turn 
to the outdoors. Taking the OF-
FLINER pledge means turning 
off electronics indoors and get-
ting outside. That may mean a 
walk in the park for some, but 
to others it may mean a break 
from routine,” said Pam Ker-
misch, Polaris chief customer 
engagement and growth officer. 
“THINK OUTSIDE is our call 
for people to experience the ul-
timate enjoyment outdoors and 

Mentor Farmers’ Market 
would like to introduce Mike 
and Mary Kowalski (Mary’s 
Crafts) from East Grand Forks, 
Minnesota as one of the new 
vendors at the Mentor City 
Park.  

Mary started crafting and 
sewing early in life through 
4-H.  Mary enjoys recycling 
household items as part of her 
crafts.  She makes denim quilts, 

wallhangings, gnomes and sev-
eral other one of a kind projects.  
Visit Mary’s website at www.
Maryscrafts.shop

The Mentor Farmers’ Mar-
ket is open every Saturday at 
the city park through Labor Day 
from 8 am – Noon and Septem-
ber 11th – 25th from 9 – 11 am.

Barnyard Bites Food Truck 
from Fertile will be at the park 
most Saturdays.

Polaris Launches OFFLINER Pledge in Honor 
of National Get Outdoors Day on June 12
Polaris is encouraging consumers to go offline, embrace nature and THINK OUTSIDE

to discover new ideas and pos-
sibilities, and we can help make 
that possible this National Get 
Outdoors Day.”

Those who participate in 
the OFFLINER pledge will be 
entered for a chance to win 
one of five Polaris Adventures 
experiences and other outdoor 
adventure gear. From an epic 
off-road excursion in a Polaris 
RZR to a scenic sunset cruise in 
a Slingshot, Polaris Adventures 
has 160 locations across the 
U.S., making it a perfect option 
for those who want to try a new 
way to explore the outdoors.

 Join the conversation using 
#THINKOUTSIDE and fol-
low Polaris Inc. on Instagram, 

Facebook and Twitter. To learn 
more about National Get Out-
doors Day and the #OFFLINER 
pledge, visit Polaris.com/Think-
Outside. 

About Polaris
As the global leader in power-

sports, Polaris Inc. (NYSE: PII) 
pioneers product breakthroughs 
and enriching experiences and 
services that have invited peo-
ple to discover the joy of being 
outdoors since our founding in 
1954. With annual 2020 sales 
of $7.0 billion, Polaris’ high-
quality product line-up includes 
the Polaris RANGER, RZR and 
GENERAL side-by-side off-road 
vehicles; Sportsman all-terrain 
off-road vehicles; Indian Motor-

cycle mid-size and heavyweight 
motorcycles; Slingshot moto-
roadsters; snowmobiles; and 
deck, cruiser and pontoon boats, 
including industry-leading Ben-
nington pontoons. Polaris en-
hances the riding experience 
with parts, garments and ac-
cessories, along with a growing 
aftermarket portfolio, including 
Transamerican Auto Parts. 
Polaris’ presence in adjacent 
markets includes military and 
commercial off-road vehicles, 
quadricycles, and electric ve-
hicles. Proudly headquartered 
in Minnesota, Polaris serves 
more than 100 countries across 
the globe. www.polaris.com.

 

Red Lake Watershed District River Watch Team. Front Row (L to R): Bella Amiot, Greta Philipp, Sarah Wieland, & 
Olivia Larson. Back Row (L to R): Mariah Peterson, Shelby Breiland, Andrew Johnson, Maisy Hoefer, & RyLee Ellefson.

Red Lake Watershed District 
26th Annual River Watch Forum

For challenge #2, requiring an 
in-depth understanding of a bio-
logical component of rivers and 
streams, each team had to iden-
tify several macroinvertebrates 
from five separate locations and 
calculate a pollution tolerance 
index for each location. Chal-
lenge #3 was all about sharing 
a fun River Watch memory for 
a social media contest and pre-
paring for 2021 summer and fall 
activities. Red Lake Watershed 
District staff was available to 
help with questions for local 
schools who participated in 
the forum, of those schools Red 
Lake Falls, Red Lake County 
Central participated in this 
year’s forum.

Last week, multiple posts 
were uploaded onto the In-
ternational Water Institutes’ 
Facebook page and Instagram 
account (https://iwinst.org/) 
leading up to the last post which 
announced this year’s winners. 
With an almost perfect score on 
all three challenges, Red Lake 
Falls Lafayette High School 
won first place in the forum.

Schools from Minnesota and 
North Dakota located in the Red 
River Basin participate in River 
Watch throughout the year.

Mentor Farmers' 
Market is open!

During Take a Kid Fish-
ing weekend Friday, June 11, 
through Sunday, June 13, Min-
nesota residents can fish without 
licenses if they take children 15 
or younger fishing with them.

“Time spent fishing with kids 
tends to be full of smiles, fun and 
connection,” said Benji Kohn, 
volunteer mentor program coor-
dinator with the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources. 
“Fishing can teach kids patience, 
build their confidence and turn 
into a great family bonding ex-
perience.”

Youth 15 and younger do not 
require fishing licenses at any 
time of the year, though they 
must observe all fishing seasons 
and other regulations. Take a 
Kid Fishing weekend allows 
adults to fish without a license, 
as long as they take a child 
fishing with them. Minnesota 
residents also may generally fish 
in state parks without a fishing 
license if the body of water does 
not require a trout stamp.

Learn to fish opportunities 
Adults who want to learn 

about fishing ahead of Take a 
Kid Fishing Weekend are in-
vited to join a webinar at noon 

Take a Kid Fishing Weekend 
is this Friday-Sunday
Kick off a new family activity

on Wednesday, June 9. The 
webinar will discuss the DNR 
Fishing in the Neighborhood 
Program and other resources to 
help you take advantage of the 
Take a Kid Fishing Weekend 
opportunity. Registration and 
more information are available 
on the DNR website.

The DNR’s Learn to Fish 
webpage also covers fishing ba-
sics, where to fish, how to catch 
different types of fish, and the 
importance of fishing ethics and 
being stewards of Minnesota’s 
natural resources.

In the Twin Cities area, peo-
ple can find accessible piers and 
shore fishing locations, and lakes 
stocked with fish, by going to 
the DNR’s Fishing in the Neigh-
borhood webpage. For fishing 
locations in greater Minnesota, 
Minnesota Great Outdoors offers 
an excellent online mapping tool.

Anyone 16 or older can buy 
fishing licenses online at mndnr.
gov/buyalicense. The investment 
in the license supports man-
agement of the state’s fishing 
resources, habitat that benefits 
fish and aquatic systems, and 
good fishing for future genera-
tions.
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Local Students 
Graduate from UMN 
Crookston

CROOKSTON, Minn. (June 
3, 2021) - The Office of the 
Registrar at the University of 
Minnesota Crookston recently 
announced its list of spring 2021 
graduates. Students completed 
their degree requirements dur-
ing the spring session 2021.

Spring session graduates 
include:

Oklee, MN 
Sydney Melby, Bachelor of 

Science in Elementary Educa-
tion

 Matthew Vettleson, Bach-
elor of Science in Animal Sci-
ence and Agricultural Business

Minnesota students 
named to NDSU 
dean’s list

Fargo, N.D., June 4 — Area 
Minnesota students were among 
the 3,529 North Dakota State 
University students to be placed 
on the spring 2021 dean’s list. 

A student must earn a 3.50 
grade point average or higher 
and be enrolled in at least 12 
class credits to qualify for the 
spring list.

Students are listed by home-
town. Students’ majors also are 
listed. 

Bagley, Cori Bonik, Phar-
maceutical Sciences

Katelyn Lindgren, Human 
Dev. and Family Science

Fertile, Albert J. Kargel, 
Microbiology

Fosston, Katlyn A. Balstad	
Management Communication

Sydney F. Balstad, Manage-
ment Information Systems

Gully, Madison M. Hanson	
Psychology

Mentor, Blake D. Glass, 
Agricultural Economics

Grant Wilson	 Agribusiness
Plummer, Andrew Fish, 

Geology
Shevlin, Shannon L. Mc-

Bride, Agricultural and Biosys-
tems Engineering

Winger, Hunter Hitchen, 
Radiologic Sciences

Wednesday, June 2nd cal-
endar prize was a Rossi RS22 
22LR. The winner is Wade 
Burrack of Gully!!  Congratula-
tions!!!

Sunday, June 6th winner 
of  a Taurus judge .410 SS was 
Lane Wayne of Gully.  Con-
gratulations

CROOKSTON, Minn. (June 
3, 2021) - The Office of the 
Registrar at the University of 
Minnesota Crookston recently 
announced its list of spring 2021 
graduates. Students completed 
their degree requirements dur-
ing the spring session 2021. 
UMN Crookston had over 240 
spring 2021 graduates. 

Spring session graduates 

include:
Kriel	Blaine, Goodridge, 

Agronomy BS, Agricultural 
Business

Larson, Camryn, Fertile, 
Agricultural Business BS. Fi-
nance

Melby, Sydney, Oklee, El-
ementary Education BS	  

Montoya, Indosa, Fertile, 
Management BS	

Nelson, Emma, Goodridge, 
Agricultural Education BS

Steffes, Marlee, Fertile, 
Health Sciences Pre Prof BS, 
Chemistry

Vett leson,  Matthew, 
Oklee, Animal Science and Ag-
ricultural Business BS

Wolfe, Alexander, Fosston, 
Sport and Recreation MGMT 
BS, Distinction

UMN Crookston Announces Spring 2021 Graduates
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Structure Fire
On 06-02-21 at approximate-

ly 1745 hours, the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
the report of a structure fire at 
45629 420th Ave SE, Lengby. 
Property is owned by William 
Bushelle, the fire destroyed 2 
sheds and the contents of both 
buildings. The fire appears to 
be accidental. The Fosston Fire 
Dept. responded and extin-
guished the fire, there were no 
injuries.

Two-vehicle 
accident

On 06/04/21 at approximate-
ly 8:07 P.M., The Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to 
the intersection of Hwy 75 
and County Road 17 for a two-
vehicle accident. On arrival, 
the deputy located the drivers, 
and identified them as Jeremy 
James Dyer of Grand Forks, 
ND and Alysha Mae Dykhoff of 
Angus, MN. They were the sole 
occupants of the vehicles, and 
both reported minor injuries. 
Crookston Area Ambulance 
evaluated and released both 
drivers on scene. Vehicles were 
totaled and needed to be towed. 
No further information will be 
released at this time. 

Assisting agencies include 
Crookston Fire, Crookston Area 
Ambulance and Minnesota 
State Patrol. 

R12C

I am sixteen. Sixteen weeks old. We have reached the second 
trimester. Yeah, Mom! You and me. I know, let’s celebrate 
with snacks! Can you keep eating the foods I am craving? 
Especially pears and buffalo sauce—but not together please—
because I have a new goal. I am going to double my size in 
three weeks. Yep! Go find your stretchy pants. Oh, and I have 
a little indent forming on my upper lip and I can uncurl and 
stretch in here now. I won’t be the size of an avocado for long! 
www.speaklife139.com - a.m.opdahl

June meeting for 
MCCL scheduled

The June meeting of MCCL 
(Minnesota Citizens Concerned 
for Life) local chapter #45 will 
be held Thursday, June 17th at 
7:00 p.m. at McCarmel Church 
in McIntosh. All interested 
person are invited and welcome 
to come.
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NO BINGO!NO BINGO!

SHORTY’S PLACE, GULLY

WEDNESDAY

R
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Wing Night

268-4199268-4199

FRI. & SAT. 
SPECIAL ShrimpShrimp
OPEN 9AM-10PM MON. - SAT.

UnderUnder

Carol’s CozyCarol’s Cozy

O
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O
12C

Call in OR Check Facebook for specials!

Kitchen Hours     8am-9pm Mon.-Sat. & 11am-9pm Sun.

Brooks, MN  •  Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608218-698-4608

 reservations appreciated

Dinner Specials 
Friday & Saturday Night

Lunch Specials 
Monday Through Friday

Coming Soon: Friday night June 25th

Music by Honky Tonk Troubadours

Bar Bingo & Paddle Wheel Bar Bingo & Paddle Wheel 
EVERY Tuesday Night 6:30pm EVERY Tuesday Night 6:30pm 

Blackout Jackpot $1,000Blackout Jackpot $1,000

Open Fathers Day June 20th 
with Lunch Specials!

218-796-5666 Eat in Eat in 
or Take Outor Take Out

O
12C

Serving from 5 pm to 8 pm

Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken
 Friday, June 11 Friday, June 11thth

Every Tuesday at 6:30pm
– $1000  BLACK OUT JACKPOT –

Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608
O8tfn

SPONSORED BY: 
The Mentor Firefighters 

Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

Milo was born on June 25th, 1935 
and passed away on October 10th, 
2020. If you knew Milo, you know that 
many of the days of his life were spent 
either fishing or planning to fish and then of 
course, sharing his catch. We will be frying fish to serve at 5:00 
PM on Saturday June 19th, at the Sandeen residence (701 MN 
222, Oklee) If there is inclement weather, it will be held at the 
Oklee Hall. Please feel free to come to the house at 3:00PM to 
visit and reminisce. All food will be provided but we ask you to 
bring your own beverages.  O12-13C

We are having a Fish Fry 
in Celebration of Milo Sandeen’s life. 

Mentor Farmer’s Market
Open Every Saturday

(rain or shine)
8am-NOON 

through Labor Day 
9a-11a 

Sept. 11th - Sept. 25th, 2021
Large variety of local foods, 

produce, baked goods, 
ready-to-eat foods, flowers, 
gluten-free products, local 
honey, unique craft items 

and entertainment.
Barnyard Bites Food Truck 

from Fertile will be at the 
park most Saturdays.

Like us on Facebook 
@ Mentor Farmers Market

R
12

-2
8C

O12C

Savings
It’s a good thing when you’re
shopping for car insurance.

Independent insurance agents don’t work 
for just one company and that means better 
choices for you. They can check out your 
coverage and compare rates with multiple 
insurance companies to make sure you are 
getting a great rate.
With great rates, coverage and claims 
service, it’s no wonder that independent 
agents sell more car insurance from 
Progressive than from any other company.
Find out how you can start saving with 
Progressive today. Stop in or call
SECURITY STATE 
AGENCY, your 
independent agent, 
for expert advice 
and a free quote.

LORI 
MELBY

Phone 218-683-7966218-683-7966

One Vegetable, One Community
Plant a Seed, Share a Seed 
in 2021: Dig on for Victory!

For the past five years, One 
Vegetable, One Community 
(OVOC) has been choosing a 
vegetable of the year. This 
year, the Polk County Wellness 
Coalition, University of Minne-
sota Extension SNAP-Ed, and 
Statewide Health Improvement 
Partnership (SHIPS) ask Polk 
County residents to share seeds, 
plant a row or two for neighbors, 
friends and family, and grow 
your own in the ‘Victory Garden’ 
movement! 

Victory gardens were veg-
etable, fruit and herb gardens 
planted during World War I and 
World War II for individuals 

to provide their own food. As a 
growing county-wide initiative, 
OVOC encourages all county 
communities to participate in 
the mission to increase access to 
healthy foods, grow excitement 
about gardening, build rela-
tionships, enhance community, 
connect with others, and instill 
hope beyond the pandemic.

While the mission has al-
ways been important, this year 
your garden is more important 
than ever! Our social, men-
tal, and physical health and 
well-being is more important 
than ever. Gardening, getting 
outside, and connecting with 
community are all great ways 
to boost our mood, improve our 
health, and decrease stress, 
anxiety and depression.  

Now is the time to get your 
garden started and there are 
many vegetables and flowers 
that can be directly sown into 
the soil. Start by sharing seeds 
with neighbors or planting 
an extra grow for friends and 
family so that in the months 
to come, there will be plenty of 
fresh produce and flowers for 
our communities. Let’s connect, 
plant, grow, cook and share 
together through gardening! 
What one vegetable will you 
choose this year?!

Proper handwashing and so-
cial etiquette remain important 
in your growing endeavors. If 
you are interested more in this 
program, please contact Megan 
Hruby at University of Min-
nesota Extension SNAP-Ed or 
Amanda Lien at Polk County 
Public Health/SHIP.

Saturday, June 12th

Serving 5:30–7:30 pm

Walleye pike the way you like them!!
GONVICK 

AMERICAN LEGIONAMERICAN LEGION

We’re Back!
WALLEYE FISH FRY

R12C

Did you know?
Business owners preparing to 

fully reopen have much to look 
forward to in the months ahead. 
A rapidly growing population of 
fully vaccinated potential cus-
tomers looking to get out of the 
house should benefit business 
owners' bottom lines, and the 
work to prepare a business and 
keep it safe might have gotten a 
little easier as well. In April, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention acknowledged that 
the constant cleaning of surfaces 
and chairs is largely unneces-
sary. As scientists have learned 
more about the COVID-19 virus, 
they've learned that airborne 
transmission of the virus is much 
more likely than transmission 
of the virus through surfaces. 
Though it's still best to routinely 
clean high-touch surfaces like 
door knobs and card machines, 
and restaurants must still ad-
here to normal cleaning proce-
dures so customers can enjoy 
safe, clean dining experiences, 
going all-out to clean and disin-
fect other surfaces throughout a 
business several times per day is 
likely unnecessary. 
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AD DEADLINE 
NOON FRIDAYS

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

The Polk County Landfill located in Gentilly, MN has an opening for 
a full-time Landfill Technician. Primary duties include but are not 
limited to evaluating and inspecting waste materials, documenting 
load information, operating heavy equipment to process materials, 
maintaining equipment, collecting fees and maintaining compliance with 
local, state and federal permits. Applicants must possess a high school 
diploma or equivalent and have a minimum two (2) years of experience 
operating various types of heavy equipment. A valid Class B MN driver’s 
license is required. Applicants must have the ability to clearly and 
effectively communicate verbally with the public and to work in adverse 
site conditions and extreme environments. A pre-employment physical 
exam is required. Wage range for this position is $18.97 - $24.12/hour, 
DOE and qualifications. To obtain an application and full job description 
go to http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on “Careers”. Applications for 
this position will be received until filled. Please mail your completed 
application to the Polk County Government Center, Administrator’s 
Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716 (218-281-
5408) or e-mail:  alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us         EEO.              R3TFC

Landfill Technician – Polk County Landfill

Essentia Health Fosston Openings 
Positions available in  

full time, part time, and casual status.
Essentia Health Living Center is now Hiring:

Activity Aide
CNA
LPN
RN

Nutrition Services Assistant 
 

Essentia Health Hospital:
EMT 

Environmental Service Tech / Housekeeper 
LPN or Surgical Technologist 

Paramedic
Patient Access Representative / Medical Screener

RN  
Essentia Health Clinic:

Patient Access Representative 
LPN or RN

Prairie Pines Assisted Living:
Resident Assistant

 

Essentia Health offers competitive salary and benefits 
Apply at:  www.EssentiaCareers.org   
EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled   

JOIN OUR TEAM

 R43tfn

TJ Underground Inc, is seek-
ing to hire competent, reliable 
workers for underground utility 
projects specializing in the in-
stallation of fiber optic cable. 

We are looking for 
Laborers, Directional Drill  

Operators, and CDL drivers. 
To apply call 218-487-5230

R
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Help Wanted

Field Drainage of Brooks, 
MN a family owned and 
operated business is NOW 
HIRING equipment opera-
tors and laborers. We pay for 
motels, transportation and a 
per diem when on the road. 

Must be able to work over-
time hours and be away from 
home during the week. We 
never work Sundays. 

Call JESS or CINDY
218-698-4628 O6tfc

Sort Line Operator I or II – Polk County Incinerator
The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has immediate 

openings for full-time Sort Line Operators. Primary duties include 
sorting or separating recyclable or problem materials from the 
recyclables and solid waste delivered to the facility.  Applicants 
must possess a high school diploma or equivalent. A valid MN 
driver’s license and pre-employment physical exam are required. 
Wage range for this position is $15.03 - $20.25/hour plus benefits, 
DOE and qualifications. Interested individuals may contact the Polk 
County Incinerator at 218-435-6501 or the Polk Administrator’s 
Office at 218-281-5408. An application and job description can 
be obtained at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on Careers.  Please 
submit your application to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, 
612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716, or the Polk 
County Incinerator, 708 8th St NW, Fosston, MN  56542. These 
positions will be remain open until filled.  EOE   R10TFN

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District has 
an opening for an Activities Director.

Requirements: The right candidate will be detail 
oriented, organized, with the ability to work well 
and communicate with a variety of different groups 
including students, parents, administration, other 
schools, and referees. Must be able to pass a 
background check. Applications will be accepted 
until June 17th, 2021.

Please submit letter of interest, resume, credentials, and two 
references to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd

Clearbrook, MN 56634
Attn: Melissa WeemsR10-14C

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District 
has an opening for a Community Education  

Coordinator/Assistant Activities Director.
Requirements: Must be able to multitask. Must 
be able to plan, schedule, and manage events, 
as well as communicate with students, parents, 
coaches, and the community. Must be able to 
pass a background check. Applications will be 
accepted until June 17th, 2021.

Please submit letter of interest, resume, credentials, and two 
references to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd

Clearbrook, MN 56634
Attn: Melissa WeemsR10-14C

The Clearbrook-Gonvick School District is 
seeking applicants for a K-12 Principal. 

The successful candidate will demonstrate out-
standing educational leadership, communication, 
professionalism, and excellence in the areas of 
instruction, both with students and staff. This posi-
tion requires a MN K-12 Principal License. Must 
be able to pass a background check. Applications 
will be accepted until June 17th, 2021.

Qualifications:
• Skilled communicator with excellent interpersonal skills work-
ing with a diverse population including students, staff, parents, 
and community
•  Knowledge and understanding of curriculum development and 
evaluation
• Team building and collaboration skills
•  Experience and understanding of budget management and 
grant application processes
Please submit resume, credentials, and two reference to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd

Clearbrook, MN 56634
Attn: Melissa Weems

R10-14C

Quality 
Control 

Technician
Preferred skills incllude 

excellent communication, 
organization, and problem 
solving. Will be responsible 
for quality checks in all areas 
of the shop, willing to train 
on the job.

This position is full time 
with major medical insur-
ance, vacation, 401(k) and 
profit sharing. Forty (40) 
hours a week, day shift, with 
overtime as needed. Wages 
based on experience.
Machinewell, Inc. Grygla, 
MN, 218-294-6101 (Ask 
for Steve) sanderson@

machinewell.com
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For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225

Seeking Self-Motivated Ap-
plicants for year-round full 
time employment at our farm. 
Job duties include, operating 
Machinery, Mechanical, Work-
ing with cattle to name a few. 
Competitive wages depend-
ing on experience, retirment 
options. Wayra Dairy Inc. of 
Trail MN, call or text 218-686-
0944 O11-13C

First National Bank is look-
ing to hire a full time teller/
customer service position. 

Experience is helpful, but 
not required. Interested par-
t ies can apply in person  
to Philip Lee or via e-mail at 
philip.lee@fnbmcintosh.com.

First National Bank
260 Cleveland Ave SW
McIntosh, MN 56556
EOE & Member FDIC M
11
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Red Lake County Central 
High School in Oklee, MN 
is seeking a 7-12 Music 
teacher 1.0 FTE position for 
school year 2021-2022.

Position open until filled. 
Interested candidates should 
contact Randy Pederson, 
Principal, at 218-796-5136.   
O6C tfn

Open Position at  
Red Lake County 

Central High 
School

R11-12C

HELP WANTED
Multiple positions open

Flexible Hours
No Experience Neccesary

Liisa’s Rentals
218-556-0948

R10-14P

R11-12C

R12TFN

Energy Assistance Specialist
Inter-County Community Council is accepting ap-
plications for an opening in our Energy Department:

Energy Assistance Specialist:  The Energy As-
sistance Specialist will be responsible for receiving 
and processing energy assistance applications 

under LIHEAP (Low-Income Energy Assistance Pro-
gram). The position assists with the coordination of 

outreach efforts, establishing  and maintaining relationships with 
clients and community partners and coordinating data entry of ap-
plications. High school diploma or equivalent required. Full Time 
located in our Oklee office.

 Application and position specific information, including job duties, 
salary and educational requirements are available on our website 
at www.intercountycc.org. Send completed application and resume 
to ICCC, attn.: Human Resources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 
or hr@intercountycc.org. Applications must be received by 
4:30PM on Friday June 25th. Call 218-796-5144 x1020 for more 
information about the position. 

ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.
     R12-14C

Early Childhood Position Opening
Inter-County Community Council is accepting ap-
plications for openings in our Head Start program. 
This position will begin mid-August 2021.

Classroom Aide:  40 hours a week, 10 month 
position, classroom located in Thief River Falls, 

MN. Work with a team to provide care and educa-
tion to 4 years olds in a classroom setting; primary 

duties include assisting the teachers in the classroom with group 
activities, cleaning, assisting children with handwashing/tooth 
brushing, riding the bus, and transporting meals. Must be able 
to pass a background check. Position requires a high school 
diploma or GED. Experience with children preferred, additional 
training will be provided. 

Application and position specific information, including job du-
ties, salary and educational requirements are available on our 
website at www.intercountycc.org. Send completed application 
and resume to Inter-County Community Council, Human Re-
sources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.
org. Applications must be received by 4:30PM on Monday, 
June 21st. Call 218-796-5144 x1028 for more information. 
ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. 

R12-13C
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Waling’s Stump Grinding
Local

18+ years of experience
Free estimates

Call
218-689-2871 

or 218-242-0269

R
8-30C

ASPHALT WORK WANTED 
Streets, Parking Lots, 

Driveways, Patching-Repairs 
CALL 218-230-0698  

For An Estimate  
AGASSIZ ASPHALT, LLC 67 STATE ST 

NEWFOLDEN, MN 56738
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www.sollie.net  

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525

www.sollie.net

#4529 - The Country is 
Calling! This comfort-
able 5 bedroom, 2 bath 
home comes com-
plete with numerous 
updates throughout 
main floor and is wait-
ing for someone to call 
it home. Enjoy sunset 
views from the open 
porch or plenty of room 
for outside activities on 
this 8 acre wooded set-
ting. Call today to set 
up your showing!

R
12

C

JUST JUST 
LISTED!LISTED!

Bemidji Speedway
5/30, 31, 2021
By Dennis Peterson
On a day race fans have 

waited long months for returned 
to Bemidji Speedway in grand 
fashion.  The Jack Sparby Me-
morial Chicken Shack Nation-
als opened the season of dirt 
track racing on Sunday May 
30th and Memorial Monday 
the 31st.   

Sunday the green f lag 
dropped with a 4:PM start with 
an amazing 134 cars filling the 
pits.  Memorial Monday the car 
count was 111 cars and a 2:PM 
starting time.   Joining the 
regular field of Wissota Modi-
fieds, Wissota Super Stocks, 
Wissota Midwest Modifieds, 
Wissota Mod Fours, Wissota 
Pure Stocks, Wissota Hornets 
and Mini Stocks the Northern 
Renegade Winged and Wingless 
Sprints made their first appear-
ance of the year.  The sprints 
return next Sunday June 6th 
without the wings.  Starting 
time next Sunday is 5:PM.

Following the opening prayer 
and the National Anthem the 
much-anticipated start to the 
racing season began with new 
flagman Tim Jackson and a new 
and improved 3/8’s mile track.

DAY 1 (Sunday)
N o r t h e r n  R e n e g a d e 

Winged Sprint Feature:
The feature of the day was 

led on track by Teal Arneson 
and Ryan Johnson.   Johnson 
grabbed the early lead but 
Arneson came out in front when 
Johnson slowed into the infield.   
Chris Lewis, Ken Hron, Brad 
Larson and Jake Barsness 
trailed.

Bemidji Mini 
Stock Feature:
An even dozen Bemidji Mini 

Stocks were next on track with 
Cory Nelson on the pole and 
John Current to his right.   At 
the green flag the two veteran 
racers dueled side by side for a 
lap before Current moved out 
ahead.  Conrad Schwinn raced 
up from his 4th row starting 
spot and battled with Mike Hart 
for 3rd.  In a tight race Current 
picked up the initial feature 
of the year in the Minis with 
Nelson, Schwinn, Kalin Horner, 
and Hart in the top five.

Wissota Hornet Feature:
The third feature on track 

was the increasingly popular 
class the Wissota Hornets.  
Newcomer 16 year old Caylyn 
Binkley was on the pole and 
Cody Davis to her right.   Bin-
kley led the first lap and then 
dropped back with Davis taking 
over the lead as veteran racers 
began working their way to 
the front weaving their way 
through the 18 car field.  Chase 
Golliet from Fargo,ND, Ross 
Magnuson, and the eventual 
winner Travis Olafson worked 
to the front with Olafson tak-
ing the checkered flag followed 
by Golliet, Magnuson, Ethan 
Newman and Logan ZumMallen 
made up the top five.

Wissota Pure
Stock Feature:
Veteran racer Al Sadek led 

the 18 car Wissota Pure Stocks 
on track on the pole with Dusty 
Caspers to his right.   Sec-
ond row starter Michael Roth 
powered by Sadek for the lead 
as Caspers on the high side 
dropped back to third.   Caspers 
continued dropping back and 
later determined his engine had 
blown.  Roth picked up the win 
with Sadek, Austin Carlson, 
Kade Leeper, and Deryk We-
leski trailing.

Wissota Mod 
Four Feature:
16 Wissota Mod Fours rolled 

on track next with newcomer 
to the class Shannon George on 
the pole and St. Cloud area driv-
er Patrick Specht to his right.   
The start of the race had a three 
wide race for the lead coming 
out of turn two with Specht 

Racer Corey Nelson of Leonard with his grandson 
Elazer attend the driver meeting prior to the races.  
Photo by by Dennis Peterson.

Jack Sparby Memorial Chicken Shack Nationals

out front followed by Landyn 
Randt from Siren, Wis. In sec-
ond with George third.   Specht 
and Randt dueled for the lead 
side by side with Skyler Smith 
charging up from his third row 
start to join the leaders.  The 
race was cautioned setting up 
a tight field with Randt, Smith, 
Jamie Lenarz, Conrad Schwinn 
and Specht in the top five.  The 
race had the fans standing 
and cheering on the last lap as 
Lenarz and Smith raced door 
to door with Smith taking the 
lead out of turn four for the 
win.  Lenarz, Schwinn, Specht, 
and Dean Larson made up the 
top five.

Wissota Midwest 
Modified Feature:
28 total Wissota Midwest 

Modifieds fought it out for 
the right to race in the 18 car 
feature race.  On the pole was 
Michael Jacobson with Jeff 
Reed to his right.   An early 
race spin created the first cau-
tion and sent several cars to the 
pits for repairs.   The restart 
put Reed on the pole and he 
dueled with Travis Krumrei for 
the lead with Reed up high and 
Krumrei down low.  In third was 
Wyatt Boyum, followed by Joey 
LaValley and Brandon Bahr.  
Working through the mass of B 
mods Aaron Blacklance made 
his way into the top five passing 
Bahr for 4th as Bahr and Blake 
Higginbotham battled for fifth. 
Following a second multicar 
melee Blacklance moved up to 
second behind Reed with Tyler 
Vernon of Mason, Wis. In third, 
Krumrei and Alan Olafson in 
the top five where they finished.   
Reed and Blacklance put on 
a show for the fans with Reed 
high and Blacklance low on the 
track with each taking the lead 
only to have Reed come out in 
front down the front straight.   
Reed claimed his first clean 
sweep of the year with the win.   

Wissota Super 
Stock Feature:
The Jack Sparby Memorial 

Super Stock feature was led 
on track by Jake Froemke and 
Dalton Carlson in row one.   
Froemke tried the high side 
and dropped behind Carlson 
but a early caution gave the 
restart signal.  The restart was 
what Froemke needed as he 
powered to the front followed 
by Carlson, Matt Sparby, John 
Farrington and Jeffrey Frey.  
Sparby passed Carlson and the 
two leaders pulled away from 
the pack led by Froemke.   By 
nearly a ½ lap the two battle 
alone with Froemke fighting 
off the battle to win the Jack 
Sparby Memorial race in honor 
of longtime racer, race fan, and 
father of Matt Sparby, Jack 
Sparby.   Kevin Salin raced up 
from his 4th row start to take 
third with Nicholas Jacobson 
starting tailback gaining a very 
respectable 4th followed by 
Kevin Bahr racing legendary 
racer Gordie Lancaster super 
stock to a fifth place finish.

Wissota Modified Feature:
The final race of Day 1 was 

the Wissota Modifieds.  Davey 
Mills was on the pole with Tyler 
Vernon to his right.  An incred-
ibly fast start found Mills out 
front trailed by Vernon, Josh 
Beaulieu, Matt Fullerton and 
Lance Schilling.  Mills quickly 
powered out to a five car length 
lead.  Beaulieu got a bit high 
on the track and dropped back 
to fourth moving Schilling up to 
third.   Doyle Erickson charged 
up from his fourth row start 
into fifth as Mills continued 
to build on his lead.   As Mills 
began to lap cars Vernon was 
able to gain on the leader but 
the final lap white flag waved 
and Mills took the checkered 
flag from flagman Tim Jackson 
for the win.  Vernon, Schilling, 
Beaulieu, and Erickson trailed 
ending the first day of racing 
at the Jack Sparby Memorial 

Chicken Shack Nationals.

Bemidji Speedway
DAY 2
Jack Sparby Memorial 

Chicken Shack Nationals
By Dennis Peterson
Day 2 of the Jack Sparby 

Memorial Chicken Shack Na-
tionals received the green flag 
start on Memorial Monday at 
2:PM under clear skies.   111 
cars again filled the pits with 
an excellent crowd of race fans 
to cheer them on.   

Northern Renegade Wing-
less Sprints Feature:

The wingless sprints opened 
the show with Brad Larson and 
Teal Arneson leading the way to 
the green flag.   The top five of 
Larson, Arneson, Josh Braford, 
Ken Hron and Caley Emerson 
were in a tight racing formation 
when Emerson dropped out and 
into the infield.   The top three 
were nose to tail with the check-
ered flag in hand by flagman 
Tim Jackson it was a three wide 
battle on the backstraight with 
Arneson and Hron emerging in 
turn four.  Arneson outlasted 
Hron and picked up his second 
feature win of the weekend.

Bemidji Mini Stock Fea-
ture:

Gordon Hunter and Waylon 
Current led the mini stocks 
down the front straight to the 
green flag with second row 
starter Conrad Schwinn charg-
ing up to take the lead on lap 
one.   Following a couple of yel-
low flags the race went single 
file and Schwinn picked up 
the win.  Kalin Honer, Ashton 
Schwinn (16), Cory Nelson, 
and Mike Hart filled the top 
five spots.

Wissota Pure Stocks Fea-
ture:

16 Wissota Pure Stocks rolled 
on track with Austin Carlson on 
the pole.   Carlson took the lead 
with Landon Gross, Al Sadek, 
Bonnie Farrington and Josh 
Berg trailing.    Following a cau-
tion and restart Carlson’s #57 
pure stock slowed and pulled 
into the infield moving Sadek 
in to the lead with Berg, Roth, 
Deryk Weleski and Kade Leeper 
in the top five.  Another caution 
created an opportunity for Berg 
to move up taking the lead with 
Sadek dropping back to finish 
4th.   Berg took the checkered 
flag with Roth, Weleski, Sadek 
and Leeper trailing.

Wissota Midwest 
Modified Feature:
The 24 car field of Wissota 

Midwest Mods went through 
heats and B Mains to create 
the 18 car feature field led on 
track by Jeff Reed and Chad 
Puschinsky.   One lap into 
the race a series of spins and 
crashes slowed the race with 
many cars pitting for repairs or 
out for the night.  Once racing 
resumed it was Reed out front 
followed by Darrin Lawler, 
Puschinsky, Alan Olafson, and 
Austin McClellan.   Charging up 
from his 7throw starting posi-
tion Brandon Bahr challenged 
and took over 4th using the 
inside line.  Reed and Lawler 
dueled bumper to bumper with 
the third place car of Olafson 
four car lengths back.  Late in 
the race following another cau-
tion the race resumed single 
file with Reed, Lawler, Bahr, 
Blacklance and Puschinsky in 
the top five.   Puschinsky slid 
up high dropping back several 
positions as Reed claimed his 
second feature of the weekend 
with Lawler a strong second, 
Bahr, Blacklance, and McClel-
lan held the top five spots.

Wissota Hornet Feature:
Malakai Wilson and Peyton 

Edelman led the field of 21 
Wissota Hornets to the green 
flag with Wilson in the early 
lead followed by Chase Golleit, 
Travis Olafson, Ross Magnuson 
and Derek Wangberg.  A caution 
created a restart but after three 
tries the race was started single 
file with Golliet taking the lead 
over Olafson.  Magnuson raced 
by Wilson for third as Aiden 
Helwig raced into fifth.  Olaf-
son took home the trophy with 
Golliet, Magnuson, Wilson and 
Helwig trailing.

Wissota Mod 
Four Feature:
Jamie Lenarz and Blake 

Erickson brought the field of 
Wissota Mod fours on track with 
Erickson taking the lead on lap 
one followed by Lenarz, Jon 
Feda, Mike Hart and Patrick 
Specht.   Feda moved to the 
outside and dropped back as 
Erickson out front pulled away 
with a big lead.   But, cautions 
brought the field back together 
for a restart and gave veteran 
racer Dean Larson a chance 
to move up from his third row 
starting position to third on 
the track behind Erickson and 
Lenarz.   Sunday night winner 
Skyler Smith was looking to 
move up and raced up side by 
side with Lenarz for second as 
Lenarz slid up high and dropped 
back to seventh.   Larson caught 
Erickson and raced door to door 
with the speedy Bagley flyer 
before taking the lead in turn 
four on the final lap.   Erickson 
was second with Specht, Josh 
Sautbine and Smith trailing.

Wissota Super 

Stock Feature:
Matt Sparby was on the pole 

for the start of the Wissota Su-
per Stock feature.  Kevin Bahr 
was outside front row as the 
green flag waved.   Sparby “flew” 
to the lead with Kevin Salin, 
Kevin Bahr, Brandon Bahr and 
Jake Froemke trailing.   Dalton 
Carlson cruised inside turn four 
to pass Kevin Bahr for 4th and 
Brandon Bahr raced the inside 
down the front straight to pass 
Salin for second.   A caution flag 
waved once more with Sparby, 
Brandon Bahr, Dalton Carlson, 
John Farrington and Kevin 
Bahr in the top five where they 
finished in that order.

Wissota Modified Feature:
The final race of the two day 

special was the Wissota Modi-

O5TFN

Mike Christopherson
Managing Editor
There is new leadership at 

the Humane Society of Polk 
County in Crookston, and with 
the new leaders, significant 
changes to the animal shelter 
on East Robert Street and how 
it’s operated are also in store.

Serena Stoeck, vice president 
of the HSPC Board of Directors 
and one of seven new board 
members elected this week, says 
the new board is “working dili-
gently” to create an “improved 
living space for the animals” at 
the shelter and “working hard 
to renovate and make improve-
ments” to the facility.

The new board in a meeting 
this week also decided to close 
the humane society’s thrift store 
located on the second floor of 
the building. Once closed, the 
space will be cleared, and board 
members, as part of a newly 
formed committee, will continue 
to discuss how to utilize the 
second floor space for animals. 
(Because of this change, Stoeck 
says that donations to the thrift 
store will no longer be accepted.)

The board this week also 
approved the launching of a 
Foster Pilot Program, which 
board members say is crucial 
for the well-being and qual-
ity of life of the animals at the 
HSPC. Stoeck and Johanna 
Sunder, new HSPC manager, 
will jointly coordinate the new 
program. Anyone interested in 
becoming a potential foster fam-
ily for an animal at the HSPC is 
encouraged to contact Stoeck at 
serenaraestoeck93@gmail.com 
or 320 766-4380.

Stoeck says the new board is 
excited about the changes and 
that “we cannot wait to see this 
facility grow and blossom.”

The seven new board mem-
bers include:

• Diane Christianson – Pres-
ident 

• Serena Stoeck – Vice Presi-
dent 

• Nancy Sykes – Treasurer
• Tim Menard – Member at 

Large
• Angelika Huglen – Mem-

ber at Large

Sale of Surplus Property
Red Lake Watershed District

Notice to Bidders
Sealed bids will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., June 23, 2021 at 

the Red Lake Watershed District (RLWD) office, 1000 Pennington 
Avenue South, Thief River Falls, MN 56701, and publicly opened 
at the RLWD Board of Managers meeting on June 24, 2021 at 9:15 
a.m. for the sale of the items listed below. Items are available for 
inspection by interested bidders at the RLWD office between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday-Friday. Bid forms may 
be obtained by contacting the RLWD at 218-681-5800 or on the 
RLWD website at redlakewatershed.org Items will be sold in “as 
is” condition. The RLWD as seller reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids.

• Drafting Chair • Printer Stand • Wood 10 drawer flat file
• 3-Fire proof four drawer file cabinets

• Folding tables 2 – 5’ and 2 – 6’
• Two place aluminum snowmobile trailer

• Snowblower MTD 8HP 26” cut-electric start
• 2008 Arctic Cat Snowmobile T570-2 up seat – 165 miles

• 2005 4WD Arctic Cat 4-wheeler 400 CC automatic 2996 miles
• Canned lights • Paper towel dispensers • Humidifiers

• Miscellaneous itemsR12-13C

HSPC Changes June 4

fieds.  They were led on track 
by Josh Beaulieu and Tyler Ver-
non.   Beaulieu took the initial 
lead with Vernon, Davey Mills, 
Matt Fullerton, and Lance 
Schilling in the top five.   Fol-
lowing a caution Mills got by 
Vernon for second on the track 
with Scott Engholm charging up 
from a last place start into the 
top five.   A chain reaction crash 
on the back straight sent mods 
careening to avoid the mishap 
with several cars pitting for 
repairs.  The final caution didn’t 
slow the #22 of Josh Beaulieu 
as he finished out front with 
Mills, Farrington, Schilling and 
Engholm in the top five ending 
an incredible two days of racing 
at Bemidji Speedway.

• Arianna Wambach – Mem-
ber at Large

• Mary Solberg – Member 
at Large

Carol Weber will continue as 
board secretary.

In addition to looking to im-
prove the overall management 
of the HSPC, including record-
keeping and donation records, 
the revamped board wants the 
organization to have a higher 
profile and be more involved 
in the community. As part of 
that effort, Stoeck says new 
committees have been formed 
in the areas of beautification, 
grant-writing, donations and 
and community involvement, 
including the Ox Cart Days 
Festival in August, in which 
the HSPC will be involved 
somehow. Upcoming HSPC 
beautification and volunteer 
events are in the works as well. 
If you’d like to be involved, con-
tact Stoeck, call Sunder at the 
HSPC at 281-7225, or stop in 
to fill out a volunteer request 
form. That goes for making a 
donation as well.

Volunteers and donations 
are always accepted at the 
non-profit agency with the mis-
sion of “prevention of cruelty to 
animals, the relief of suffering 
among animals, and the exten-
sion of humane education.” the 
HSPC’s policy is to “provide 
humane care and treatment for 
all animals needing protection 
in Polk County; to seek to return 
lost animals to their owners; to 
seek suitable homes for animals 
without owners and to provide 
euthanasia when necessary.” 

You can also become a mem-
ber of the HSPC by stopping by 
and signing up. Single mem-
berships are $15 a year, family 
memberships are $25 a year, 
affiliate memberships are $50 a 
year, and lifetime memberships 
are a $250 one-time fee. 

The HSPC Board will next 
meet on July 15. If anyone has 
questions or concerns they’d 
like to see brought up at that 
meeting, they are encouraged 
to reach out.

Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C

R12-15C

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, 
MN is accepting applications 

for an AUGUST 1 Bd 
opening.   Laundry room 

facilities available & off-street 
parking.   Rent is based on 

30% of your monthly adjusted 
gross income.  Resident 

Manager onsite. Applications 
and qualifications, contact 

Nicole at 218-751-6881 or Tina 
at 218-407-3146. Accepting 

applications for persons of all 
ages. Applications online @ 

bemidjimanagementinc.com     
AN EQUAL HOUSING 

OPPORTUNITY.

BBrookfieldrookfield  
    AApartmentspartments

Top cash for old clocks, 
radios, signs, toys, coins.

Anything 
old or antique. 

Call  
at Brainerd, MN 
386-785-3084.

G
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Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Q u e s -
t i o n :  A s 
a  f a t h e r 
o f  t h r e e 
young chil-
dren, one of 

whom enjoys riding on tractors 
more than anything else in the 
world, I was curious what the 
laws are regarding passengers 
on farm tractors (over the road). 
Many newer tractors have a 2nd 
seat with a seatbelt in the cab. 
Is there a certain age they need 
to be to ride along over the road 
in this seat?  

Further, what age do they 
need to be to drive on their own 
over the road? I’ve heard 14, 16, 
there is no law on it, etc., but 
never seen or heard anything 
from what I consider to be a 
reliable source. Thank you for 
what you do.

Answer: This is a good ques-
tion on an important topic. As 
Minnesotans, there is a good 
chance most of us will encounter 
farm equipment on the highway 
several times during the year. 
Any vehicle equipped with seat 
belts and other safety devices 
should be utilized and done so 
properly. The tractor manu-

facture has recommendations 
about proper procedure for 
the driver and passengers and 
should be followed. 

There is no age requirement 
for driving a farm tractor. There 
also are no state vehicle driver’s 
license requirements for oper-
ating tractors and other farm 
implements in Minnesota. How-
ever according to the Univer-
sity of Minnesota – Extension 
Service, kids under 16 working 
OFF of THEIR parents’ farm 
must be certified to operate 
farm equipment on the highway 
or in the field. Also, remember 
that even though it may be legal 
to allow your 7 year-old to drive 
a tractor, allowing this activity 
puts the child (and other driv-
ers on public roadways) in great 
danger.

In a five year period (2015-
2019), 14 people lost their lives 
in farm equipment crashes. It’s 
important to teach our children 
the importance of riding smart 
on such equipment and never 
messing around. Riding these 
vehicles and not taking safety 
precautions can be just as dan-
gerous as riding in a vehicle if 
you don’t take safety seriously. 

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

Calling Myself on Mother’s Day
Calling myself on our land-

line isn’t normal routine around 
here. But this day, Mother’s 
Day, I wanted to make sure the 
phone was working properly. It 
was. I heard the words, “Test-
ing…testing…testing” echo loud 
and clear.

Hope is a funny thing. It 
brings life in times of trouble, 
yet one still protects the heart 
just enough…just in case. I sup-
pose that was the case today. I 
hoped beyond all hope all six 
would call. Yet, I knew there 
was a chance this might not be 
the case.

One call.
Two calls.
Three.
Four.
And five.
It was a good day, yet the 

heaviness in my heart weighed 
in as there was no, not a sixth 
call at all. 

“Thank goodness it’s only 
one day out of the year!” These 
words spoken from my friend 
who knew my pain validated, 
and they matched the chords of 
my broken heart strings. 

Later that evening, my hus-

band walked beside me down 
the gravel road. The stones 
crunched quietly beneath our 
shoes as light chit-chat ensued. 
He knew.

We turned our attention to 
the field off to our left. “I wonder 
what they’ll plant this year?” I 
asked.

“Oh, it’s already been seed-
ed,” he spoke.

“How can that be? Some of 
the husks of corn are still in the 
field and the field hasn’t even 
been tilled yet,” I countered.

“It was planted last Fall,” 
he stated. 

“Oh,” was all I could muster 
as we walked on.

Monday came. The heaviness 
continued to spill over into my 
thoughts. Tuesday felt much 
the same and by Wednesday 
the lingering effect upon my 
heart felt like freshly tilled soil. 
A peace settled in as I prayed 
without ceasing.

Towards evening of the third 
day, the mail was brought in 
and as he walked through the 
door, he looked up while hand-
ing me one pink envelope. 

Could it be? Out popped a 

For more information, please 
go to the University of Minne-
sota – Extension Service with 
information from the National 
Ag Safety Database, including 
training. http://nasdonline.org/
document/1507/d001300/min-
nesota-regulations-for-hiring-
farm-workers-under-the.html

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him 
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

beautiful card and a note which 
simply said, “Happy Mother’s 
Day. Love…”

Like new growth bursting 
through the soil from seeds 
planted seasons ago, hope re-
newed itself right there at the 
kitchen counter.

“Jesus I trust in You” takes 
on many a form these days and 
although I do not know what 
tomorrow holds, I know Who 
holds tomorrow. It’s not exactly 
a new saying but when one must 
put it on and wear faith, it’s new 
every morning.

“I thirst,” is what Mother 
Teresa wrote upon the walls 
of each convent founded. She 
explains that when Jesus was 
on that cross and said, “I thirst,” 
what He was and still is thirst-
ing for is us to receive the love 
He desires to pour out. He died 
and rose for us and He longs for 
us to receive all He has to give.

And so it goes with mamas. 
We desire our love be received 
when poured out. Every so oft…
ever so soft…He allows us to 
know that not only is the tilling 
of the soil all His but the fruit of 
what He longs to produce within 
each. In this my hope.  Amen.

4020 Diesel at the Oren Syrtveit sale!

 A “HOT” 4020, on a “HOT” Day!
By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

One of my favorite pastimes 
is attending auction sales.  Last 
weekend I attended one, and 
did NOT buy anything.  It was 
still a great time.  I visited with 
so many friends and acquain-
tances as well as a few strang-
ers too!  The main attraction at 
the sale was a mint 4020 John 
Deere tractor with a John Deere 
720 loader. As I headed off to 
the sale I started to daydream 
about when we brought our 
4010 home……..

It all started when dad was 
plowing with our G John Deere.  
After refueling at noon dad 
went back out to the field.  As 
dad and the G bounced across a 
furrow, gas spilled over the top 
of the tank and landed on the 
manifold and  the G went up 
in smoke!  This created quite a 
dilemma, no tractor!

Off we went tractor shop-
ping!  We zigzagged through 
many tractor lots and headed 
home to milk.  We ended up 
coming by Floyd Paulson’s 
tractor lot south of Gully.  Low 
and behold their were 2-4010 
John Deeres.  Dad said, “We are 
late for milking we have got to 
get home!”  So I did what most 
tractor loving 10 years would 
have done….I began to cry and 
low and behold we  stopped for 
a look.  Dad and Floyd came to 
an agreement and one of those 
4010s came to live in Garnes 
Township!

Now that 4010 put in many 
hours on our farm.  Later we 
got another 4010, and recently 
dad purchased another 4010.   I 
have purchased two 4020s of my 
own.  None have been trouble 
free...but those 4010s and 4020s 
have done a lot of work on the 
Mickelson-Ellickson farms.  
They are kind of like mailmen.   
They work in the heat of the 
summer, and in rain, snow, 
sleet, and hail!  

Well back to the auction…..
it was a 90 plus degree day and 
I consumed 7 bottles of water 
from the Oklee Lutheran Par-
ish Youth Group concession 
stand.  Finally the moment 
arrived and the 4020 came up 
for sale.  The green machine 
started and it ran smoothly.  
The bidding started at I believe 
about $10,000 dollars(where 
many 4020s stop)!  The tractor 
was sharp and I put out a guess 

of $20,000(Maybe $25,000)
being the selling price.  It 
zoomed up past $20,000 and 
when the gavel fell, the sell-
ing price……$31,000.  Many 
people thought it was too much 
for a 4020, but I bet the buyers 
will not be disappointed!  After 
all, let’s start an argument…..
the 4020 is the best all around 
tractor ever built!

How about a little 
tractor trivia.

1. In 1960 John Deere in-
troduced the 4010.  How many 
cylinders do they have?

   
2. The 4010s were considered 

the “star” of the new generation 
tractors.  What years were they 
made?

3. The 4020 John Deere was 
made from 1963- _________.

4. T or F    The 4020 was 
made with gasoline, diesel, and 
LP engines?

5. The 4010 was rated at 
80hp.  What was the 4020 
rated?

Answers:  1.  6 cylinders    2.  
1960-1963   3.  1972   4.  True   
5.  94hp (Maybe 95 depends on 
where you look!)
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Essentia Health proactively 
invests community dollars to 
support local projects, programs 
and initiatives that improve 
health. Essentia’s Fosston-
area Community Engagement 
Committee recently presented 
a donation of $5,000 to Prairie 
Pines Childcare Center to help 
assist with the costs of estab-
lishing the center.

Access to child care was one 
of two priority areas identified 
for implementation through the 
2020-2022 Community Health 
Needs Assessment (CHNA) 
in Fosston. A child care study 
showed a shortage of over 100 
child care slots needed in the 
area to support residents which 

Essentia Health Community Engagement 
Committee supports childcare center

has also impacted Essentia 
Health as lack of child care 
access has been a barrier to 
hiring and retaining employees. 
The Community Engagement 
Committee, made up of local 
employees, has the responsi-
bility to allocate community 
contributions based on local 
priorities and needs. 

The donation was presented 
to Prairie Pines Childcare Cen-
ter to support their mission of 
delivering remarkable care for 
the children entrusted to the 
center as well as their vision to 
be a place where children thrive 
and where physical, emotional 
and developmental needs of 
each child are met. Research 

Kevin Gish, a Community Engagement Committee member presents Prairie Pines 
Childcare Center Board Chair, Greg Mireault with a check for $5,000.

studies have demonstrated 
that youth enrolled in quality 
early child care programs have 
improved health behaviors, 
lifelong health outcomes and 
experience lasting educational, 
economic and even intergenera-
tional benefits.

Health-improvement invest-
ments such as this gift make a 
measurable difference in the 
health of our communities.  

June 4, 2021   (Bemidji, MN) 
– The Northwest Minnesota 
Foundation (NMF) is provid-
ing $224,000 in grants to 24 
organizations throughout the 
region through its third and 
final round of Emergency Relief 
and Recovery Grants. 

The following organizations 
were recently awarded grants 
in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic:

 •Agassiz Environmental 
Learning Center 

•Bagley Senior Center
•Bemidji Community Food 

Shelf
•Bemidji Senior Center
•Center of Human Environ-

ment 
•Clear Waters Life Center 
•Clearwater County Food 

Shelf
•Face It Together Bemidji
•Family Safety Network
•Heritage Community Cen-

ter
•Lutheran Social Service of 

Warren, Minnesota – There 
is a lot to do when you become 
eligible for Medicare and it can 
seem overwhelming. Minne-
sota’s Senior LinkAge Line® of-
fers a class giving you answers.   
The Senior LinkAge Line Medi-
care 101 class is for people new 
to Medicare and would like to 
learn about Medicare Parts 
A, B, C and D. Topics include 
a comprehensive introduction 
to Medicare including what 
Medicare covers, supplemental 
insurance and Part D prescrip-
tion coverage. During class, you 
will find out how to get the most 

from your benefits and how to 
research your Medicare plan 
options using the Medicare.
gov site. 

Space is limited, to attend 
please register online at www.
dancingskyaaa.org or call Se-
nior LinkAge Line at 1-800-
333-2433.

WHAT: New to Medicare 
Virtual Class

WHEN: Thursday, June 17, 
2021 from 2:00 PM – 4:00 p.m.

WHERE: Online Virtual 
Class 

REGISTRATION: www.
dancingskyaaa.org

The Senior LinkAge Line® is 
a free statewide service of the 
Minnesota Board on Aging in 
partnership with Minnesota’s 
Area Agencies on Aging. The 
Senior LinkAge Line helps older 
Minnesotans and caregivers 
find answers and connect to 
the service and support they 
need. Call the Senior LinkAge 
Line at (800)-333-2433, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. or visit www.Min-
nesotaHelp.info® to chat with 
a specialist during business 
hours.

Medicare 101 Virtual Class June 17th
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NEW FULL MATTRESS WITH BOXSPRING 
$219 Queen Set $249, Twin-$179.Also Two-
Sided Mattress Sets Twin $229, Full Set $259, 
Queen $299. Many Options- Brother’s Furniture 
A Family Business Since 2012 Call 218-766-0064  
Visit Our Website: brothersdiscountfurniture.com 

R11-15C

Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
awards $224,000 in final round for 
emergency relief and recovery grants

Minnesota’s Meals on Wheels
•New Americans Integration 

Center
•Northland Community & 

Technical College Foundation
•Northwest Community 

Action
•Northwoods Caregivers
•Peoples Lutheran Chapel
•RiverView Health Care 

Auxiliary
•Stephen-Argyle Central 

School District
•Thief River Falls Area Food 

Shelf
•Tri-Valley Opportunity 

Council
•United Way of Bemidji 

Area
•Violence Intervention Proj-

ect 
•Warren S.O.S. Living at 

Home, Block Nurse Program
•White Earth Tribal and 

Community College
  The latest awards cap off 

NMF’s emergency relief funding 
opportunities for organizations 

located with the 12-county 
northwest Minnesota region. In 
all, NMF has awarded $616,000 
through this grant program 
since April 2020.

“The Northwest Minnesota 
Foundation is excited to help 
our region’s communities and 
nonprofits in responding to the 
ongoing needs of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Nate Dorr, 
NMF’s vice president for advo-
cacy. “We know it will take more 
than financial resources alone 
to successfully emerge from 
COVID. We encourage everyone 
who can to get fully vaccinated 
and to support their local busi-
nesses and nonprofits as much 
as they are able.”

Creative
GRAPHIC
DESIGN Services

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!
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Flyers
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Door Hangers
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Obituary for 
Diane Dawson

Diane Kay Dawson of Prior 
Lake, MN, passed away at 
her home on Tuesday, June 1, 
2021 after a courageous battle 
with cancer. 

A service will be held on 
Friday, June 18th at 11:00 
am  at Friendship Church in 
Prior Lake, MN, with visita-
tion 1 hour prior to service. 
The service will be officiated 
by Pastor Art Hanson.

Diane was born August 12, 
1951 in Bagley, MN to Orville 
and Elaine Haugen. 

She married Gary Dawson 

on August 30, 1985 in Lake-
ville, MN. Diane received 
an LPN degree from Dakota 
County Technical College in 
Rosemount, MN. She was a  
devoted pediatric nurse at 
Park Nicollet Clinic for 35 
years.

Diane is survived by her 
husband Gary. Stepchildren 
Heidi (Eric) Larson of Pequot 
Lakes, MN, Paul (Jennifer) 
Dawson of Prior Lake, MN.

Brothers and Sisters: Da-
vid (Debra) Haugen of St. 
Louis Park, Delaine (Bill) 
Bjerke of Prior Lake, Dar-
rell Haugen of Shevlin, Dale 
Haugen of Owatonna, Gerald 
(Stephanie) Haugen of Farm-
ington, Glen (Carol) Haugen 
of Elk River, Gloria (Greg) 
Peterson of Alexandria, Or-
vin Haugen of Gully & Owen 
(Julie) Haugen of Gonvick. 
three grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

She is preceded is death 
by her parents Orville and 
Elaine Haugen, brothers Dal-
las Haugen and Gary Haugen, 
niece Carla (Haugen) Carl-
quist, nephews Jesse Haugen 
and Daniel Scullion.

Cremation Society of MN 
is in charge of arrangements. 

Obituary for 
Delores Aakre

Please join us for the fu-
neral service of Delores Ann 
(Habedank) Aakre on Satur-
day, June 19th at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, 11 Red 
Lake Ave., Bagley. Visita-
tion begins at 9:00 am with 
funeral service to follow at 
10:00. Graveside commit-
tal will be at 11:00 at Em-
manuel Lutheran Cemetery, 
Clearbrook. Please bring your 
fondest memories of Dee to 
share with family and friends 
during the luncheon to be 
held at the Gonvick American 
Legion at 184 Elm St. from 
12:00 to 3:00 pm. If you will 
be attending the luncheon, 
please email Denise at de-
nise@homeportinteriors.com 
or call/text 360-510-1955. 
Memorials may be made to 
Redeemer Lutheran Church 
or Lutheran Hour Ministries. 

Delores Ann (Habedank) 
Aakre of Clearbrook, MN, 
was born in Madison, Wis-
consin on April 13th, 1938 
to Albert and Elsie (Eggers) 
Habedank. On May 15th, 
1938 she was reborn as a child 
of God in the waters of Holy 
Baptism. Delores confessed 
her baptismal faith in the rite 
of Confirmation on June 1st, 
1952. She was united in holy 
marriage to Charles Aakre on 
June 13th, 1959. God blessed 
their marriage with the gift of 
six children. 

Dee expressed her devo-
tion to the Lord through many 
labors of love. She worked 
side by side with her husband 
milking cows and driving her 
favorite John Deere model 

“G” tractor while sporting 
her matching John Deere 
hat. She also tended two large 
vegetable gardens, canned 
and preserved fruits and 
vegetables, sewed many out-
fits for her children, taught 
Sunday School and served on 
the Ladies Aid at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church and still 
found time to make the best 
homemade pizza. 

Dee delighted in bird 
watching. She would refer 
to her favorite bird book and 
take record of the birds and 
the dates she spotted them. 
Her love of gardening, which 
was passed down from her 
mother, was also passed down 
to her children. Gardening 
was her time with the Lord 
and gave her refreshment 
after her daily chores. Each 
year her enjoyment was re-
newed as she would savor 
each type of flower in full 
bloom. 

Dee was a prayer warrior. 
She faithfully brought the 
trials and sorrows of her fam-
ily and friends to the Lord. 
Dee loved chatting with old 
friends and new friends alike. 
Her sense of humor and quick 
wit brought many smiles and 
laughs as she would tease, 
always with a twinkle in her 
eye! 

On November 26, 2020, 
Dee fell asleep in the arms of 
her Lord and Savior. She was 
82 years old when she was 
welcomed into the Promised 
Land. ” Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of His 
saints.” (Psalm 116:15) 

She is survived by her 
husband, Charles; her chil-
dren: Deborah (Steven) King; 
David (Jennifer) Aakre; 
Charles Aakre Jr.; Colleen 
(Tod) Duffy; Daniel (Brianna) 
Aakre; and Denise (David) 
Reimink; sixteen grandchil-
dren; three great grandchil-
dren; sister-in-law, Lillian; 
and many cousins, nieces, and 
nephews. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; her brothers, 
Albert Jr. and Roland; sister-
in-law, Marlene; and great 
grandson, Dominic. 

Messages of condolence 
may be sent to ceasefuneral-
home.com

Visit www.TriCoCanary.com 
for updated Obituary Notices
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Obituary for 
Edward Halvorson

Edward Halvorson, age 75, 
of Gully, MN, passed away on 
Monday, May 31st, near his 
home, in a four-wheeler ac-
cident. Funeral services were 
held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 8th, at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Fosston with the 
Rev. Jane Ekholm officiating. 
Interment in Asphult Cem-
etery, rural Fosston. Visita-
tion was held from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. with a 7:00 p.m. 
prayer service on Monday, 
June 7th, and for one hour 
prior to the service on Tues-
day. All visitation was held 
at Hope Lutheran Church in 
Fosston. Military honors pro-
vided by Spring Lake V.F.W. 
Post #2759 of Lengby and 
the National Guard Honors 
Team. Arrangements were 
with Carlin Family Funeral 
Service of Fosston and mes-
sages of condolence may be 
shared at www.carlinfuneral.
com. 

Edward Orlen Halvorson 
was born on August 28, 1945 
in Fosston, Minnesota to 
parents Edwin and Mildred 
(Reiten) Halvorson. He was 
confirmed, attended Sunday 
School, and attended high 
school in Bagley, Minnesota. 
He was nicknamed “Smiley”.

Following school, Edward 
held several jobs prior to en-
tering the United States Army 
in November of 
1967. He fought 
in the Vietnam 
War (Sergeant 
E5) with the 11th 
Armored Calvary Division. 
He received his honorable dis-
charge in November of 1969 
and returned home.

On May 31, 1969, he was 
united in marriage to Judith 
Eileen Brinkman at Asph-

ult Lutheran Church, north 
of Fosston. They had three 
children, Renee Eileen, Terry 
Edward, and Kelly Orlen. 
During his working years, 
Edward worked cutting wood 
for Harvey Erie, in the potato 
fields for Ryan Brothers, on 
the Iron Range, for Ordean 
Sundrud skinning, for Black 
Gold and then for Bachand 
Brothers for 33 years. He 
also bladed the roads in Hill 
River Township, full-time, for 
10 years.

Edward enjoyed deer 
hunting, farming, and do-
ing mechanic work. He also 
enjoyed riding four-wheeler 
and snowmobiles. He had a 
talent for rebuilding tractors 
and collected old cars and 
tractors. He truly enjoyed any 
time he could spend with his 
grandsons.

In addition to his hobbies, 
Edward enjoyed socializing. 
He went to the Gully Café 
nearly every morning for 
breakfast and to shake dice. 
He also enjoyed going to the 
Itasca Threshing Show and 
went on various bus trips 
to Washington, New York, 
Branson, Missouri, Canada, 
and South Dakota. He also 
actively participated in the 
V.F.W. during his life, march-
ing with the color guard and 
providing military honors. He 
was a member of the Spring 
Lake V.F.W. Post #2759 of 
Lengby, Minnesota.

He was a member of Zion 
Lutheran Church of rural 
Fosston until its closing and 
is currently a member of Hope 
Lutheran Church in Fosston. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Judy, of Foss-
ton; three children, Renee 
of Lester Prairie, MN, Terry 
(Alisa) of Fosston, and Kelly of 
Fosston; grandsons, Nathan 
(girlfriend, Amber Messer) 
and Adam. Also surviving are 
two brothers, Glen (Marion) 
of Fosston, and Dick (Bay) 
of Warren, MN; two sisters, 
Helen Knutson of Thief River 
Falls, MN and Janet Nelson of 
Bagley, MN; brothers-in-law, 
Orville (Shirley) Brinkman 
and David (Betty) Brinkman 
of Fosston, MN; and sister-in-
law, Dianne (Calvin) Harstad 
of Viking, MN. Nieces, neph-
ews and cousins also survive.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; siblings, Cur-
tis, Marylin, Robert, and 
Elton; and several nephews, 
uncles, and cousins.

Idonna Hoidahl, age 81, 
of Pleasanton, CA, formerly 
Winger, MN, died on Satur-
day, March 20 , 2021 at the 
Parkview Assisted Living 
Center in Pleasanton, CA. 

A Celebration of Life will 
be held Saturday, June 26, 
2021 at 2:00 p.m. at Calvary 
Lutheran Church, Winger, 
MN. A Time of Gathering will 
be held one hour prior to the 
service at the church. Inurn-
ment will be held at Winger 
City Cemetery. A reception 
will follow at the Pam Wang 

Obituary for Idonna Hoidahl
residence.  

Following all Covid-19 
safety protocols, CDC guide-
lines will be practiced.

Please feel free to sign the 
guestbook, send condolences 
and view other opportunities 
which may be available to 
the public due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

  Arrangements entrusted 
to Anderson Family Funeral 
Home in Mahnomen. Online 
website and video tribute: 
www.andersonfamilyfh.com
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TJ UNDERGROUND INC
Directional Drilling Services

218-487-5230

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
• Building Materials Sales • Windows & Window Treatments

• Paints & Painting Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

301 Lambert St  •  Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com  •  218-796-5131
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(218) 268-4765
In business since 1974
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Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available
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We deliver anywhere!
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218-253-2585 • 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 • 907 Main Avenue South

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 
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29 Gauge Painted or Galvanized Steel 
Roofing or Siding Available.  

CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING

•	 Post-Frame Buildings
•	 Building Materials
•	 Siding and Roofing
•	 Windows 

•	 Garages
•	 Shops
•	 Homes
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NEWS
Tri County Canary Area

By Dennis Peterson
It was the third race day 

of the 2021 season on Sunday 
with the Northern Renegade 
Wingless Sprints joining the 
field of 86 cars racing on the 1/3 
mile oval.  Picking up feature 
wins were Caley Emerson in 
the Sprints, Kalin Honer in the 
Bemidji Minis, Michael Roth in 
the Wissota Pures, Blake Hig-
ginbotham in the Wissota Mid-
west Mods, Ruby Eggebraaten 
in the Wissota Hornets, Conrad 
Schwinn in the Wissota Mod 
Fours, Nicholas Jacobson in 
the Wissota Super Stocks and 
Scott Engholm in the Wissota 
Modifieds.

Next Sunday is a regular race 
night with all classes running.  
Also on tap for next Sunday will 
be 2020 Season Points champion 
recognition with a 5:PM starting 
time.  Sunday June 20th is the 
first of two Kids Nights at the 
track with kids allowed on track 
to meet their favorite drivers 
and be eligible for great prizes, 
again with a 5:PM starting time.

N o r t h e r n  R e n e g a d e 
Sprints Feature:

Adam Sobolik and Caley 
Emerson led the Northern Ren-
egade Wingless Sprints on track 
for the initial feature of the 
night with eleven total sprints 
on track.   Emerson powered to 
the front of the pack with Sobo-
lik, Ken Hron, Brad Larson and 
Zach Olson chasing him.   Emer-
son pushed to a large lead while 
Hron battled with Sobolik for 
second.  Brandon Palm worked 
his way towards the front from 
deep in the pack racing up into 
4th with Chris Lewis doing the 
same from his third row starting 
position.  Emerson dominated 
the race to pick up the checkered 
flag waved by flagman Tim Jack-
son.   Hron, Sobolik, Palm and 
Lewis followed in the top five.

 Bemidji Mini 
Stock Feature:
The Bemidji Mini Stocks 

were led on track for their 
feature by Gordon Hunter and 
Travis Klein.   Hunter took the 
lead at the green flag with Klein, 
Kalin Honer, Ashton Schwinn 
and Conrad Schwinn close be-
hind.  During the heat race the 
red flag was waved when 14 year 
old Haden Engen of Gonvik, Mn. 
caught a bit of the front wall 
sending him rolling down the 
front straight landing on all four 
wheels.  Engen was not hurt and 
eventually returned to race the 
feature finishing in 5th.   With 
the to two “Pookie Race Team” 
cars out front led by Gordon 
Hunter, Honer drove up side by 
side with the leader.  They were 
joined in a three wide battle 
by Conrad Schwinn.   Schwinn 
moved into second with Honer 
leading.  With the white flag 
signaling the last lap Schwinn 
moved a bit into the lead but 
racing into the last turn Honer 
drove inside and made the side 
by side finish in his favor by a 
nose winning the race.  Schwinn, 
Klein, Gordon Hunter and En-
gen trailed.

Wissota Pure 
Stocks Feature:
The Wissota Pure Stocks 

rolled on track led by pole sitter 
Austin Carlson with Billy Bin-
kley to his right.   Carlson raced 
to the lead into turn one followed 
by Dusty Caspers, Josh Berg, 
Binkley and Michael Roth.  Roth 
caught and passed Berg and 
moved up to duel with Caspers 
for second in a side by side race 
with Caspers holding his posi-
tion.  A caution flag waved when 
the left rear tire of Bryan Karl 
broke loose in turn two.  The 
restart had Carlson, Caspers, 
Roth, Kade Leeper and Berg in 
the top five single file starting 
positions.   Caspers raced up on 
the back straight on the outside 
and into the lead but Roth was 
charging up as well making it a 
three wide battle for the lead.   
Roth, in an incredible race, 
pulled out another feature win 
with Caspers, Carlson, Leeper, 
and Berg in the top five.

Nicholas Jacobson of Bemidji  celebrates his Wissota 
Super Stock victory with a Victory sign in Victory Lane. 

Blake Higginbotham of Bagley was the feature winner in the Wissota Midwest Modified 
class on Sunday, June 6th. Photo by Dennis Peterson.

Third race day at Bemidji Speedway June 6

Wissota Midwest 
Modifieds Feature:
Blake Higginbotham drove 

out on the pole position for the 
start of the Wissota Midwest 
Modified feature with Brennen 
Schmidt outside.  Higginbotham 
took the lead with Austin Mc-
Clellan, Alan Olafson, Schmidt, 
and Brandon Bahr trailing.   

Bahr raced low in turn two and 
took the fourth spot.  Two time 
champion last week Jeff Reed 
started in the fourth row and 
was on the move racing up into 
the top five before blowing a rear 
tire and slowing him before a 
caution flag waved in turn three 
giving Reed a chance to pit and 
return to the race tailback.   Hig-

#8630  15 year old Ruby Eggebraaten of Bemidji won her 
first ever feature in just her third race Sunday night in the 
Wissota Hornet division. Photos by Dennis Peterson.

Kongin, Kiptoo, and Myers 
Could Join Prestigious Group 
of Repeat Winners at Duluth 
Race

(DULUTH, MINN.) --- Three 
former champions are expected 
to be on the starting line for 
the 2021 Grandma’s Marathon 
and will have the chance to join 
some very rare company if they 
can add another victory to their 
running resume.

Defending men’s champion 
Boniface Kongin is slated to 
return after outdueling the 
field in 2019, running a 2:11:56 
to beat out four-time champion 
Elisha Barno and event record 
holder Dominic Ondoro. Kongin 
ran much of that 2019 race in 
record pace, but he was slowed 
in the final 10K as he dealt with 
severe cramping.

Not only will the Kenya 
native try to become the first 
back-to-back men’s winner at 
Grandma’s Marathon since 
Barno won the first two of his 
four titles in 2015-16, he would 
be just the seventh man to win 
multiple Grandma’s Marathons 
titles.

Sarah Kiptoo is also expected 
to return this year, and she will 
be trying to join Mary Akor 
(2007-09) and Lorraine Moller 
(1979-81) as the only three-time 
women’s winners of Grandma’s 
Marathon. The Kenya native 

by Keith Cumming
It was scorching hot all over 

Wissota county and after two 
weeks of rainouts, the Green-
bush Race Park finally got it's 
2021 race season under way.

Our newly sanctioned Wis-
sota Pure Stocks were the first 
feature of the night and seven 
cars rolled out for the green flag.  
Polesitter Steve Nordhagen of 
Thief River Falls, Mn., led the 
opening lap, but pushed it high 
in corner four the following lap 
and that allowed Michael Roth 
of Deerwood, Mn., and Dusty 
Caspers of Bagley, MN., to 
sneak by.  Caspers chased Roth 
for the next 13 laps, but couldn't 
get close enough to make a pass 
for the lead and Roth would go 
on to get the win, Caspers would 
finish second and Tra Ewalt of 
Thief River Falls, Mn., third.  
Caspers would pick up the lone 
heat win.

The Wissota Midwest Modi-
fieds would send 13 of 14 cars 
out for their feature, but with 
six cautions in the first two 
laps, track officials decided to 
put them in a time out and had 
the entire field pull into the 
infield while the Street feature  
was run.  After the time out, 
Hallock, Mn., driver Patrick 
Sobolik led the way.  With five 
to go Justin Olson of Thief River 
Falls, Mn., would get by Sobolik 
coming out of corner four.  The 
last caution came with four 
to go and Aaron Blacklance of 
Thief River Falls, Mn., would 
get by Sobolik for second on 
the restart then set his sights 
on Olson.  Olson took the white 
flag in the lead with Blacklance 
on the outside, with the pair 
racing side by side through one 
and two, down the backstretch, 
and would set up a drag race out 
of corner four to the checkered 
flag.  At the flag it would be 
Blacklance getting the win by 
about a foot over Olson, Sobolik 
would finish third.  Heat wins 
went to Blacklance and Harley 
Kroening of Bemidji.

Nine of ten Wissota Streets 
took the green flag for their 
feature and outside polesit-
ter Daniel Aberle of Finley, 
N.D. jumped to the early lead.  
Tucker Pederson of East Grand 
Forks, Mn., pushed Aberle the 
entire race and managed to take 
the lead away on lap 10 coming 
out of corner four, but three laps 
later Aberle would take the lead 
back in the same corner.  Dave 
Meyer of Thief River Falls, 
Mn., would challenge Pederson 
for the second spot and get-
ting it with one to go.  Aberle 
would get the win with Meyer 
finishing second and Pederson 
third.  Heat wins to Pederson 

Aberle, Duray, Blacklance, 
and Roth get GRP wins

and Seth Kloestreich of Grand 
Forks, N.D.

Only six Wissota Modifieds 
were on hand for the evening, 
and Jordan Duray of Halma, 
Mn., was in control of the fea-
ture until a caution with four to 
go put everyone on his bumper.  
Duray would have to hold off 
a late challenge from Dustin 
Wahl of Greenbush, Mn., to pick 
up the win with Wahl finishing 
second and Mark Esala of Thief 
River Falls, Mn., finishing third 
and getting the lone heat win.

The MinnKota POWRI 
Lighting Sprints had 11 cars 
lined up for their feature and 
polesitter Bryce Haugeberg of 
West Fargo, N.D., was out to 
the early lead with Alex Trus-
cinski and Dexter Dvergsten 
both of Greenbush, Mn., in hot 
pursuit.  Haugeberg slowed go-
ing into corner three on lap five 
and came to a stop on the front 
stretch bring out the caution.  
This would hand the lead over 
to Truscinski for the restart.  
Over the last couple of years 
Truscinski and Dvergsten have 
had some incredible races at the 
Park, and this one was no excep-
tion.  Dvergsten chased Trus-
cinski and finally got around 
him with two to go out of corner 
four.  Dvergsten would go on to 
the get the win and sweep on 
his birthday, with Truscinski 
finishing second.  Father Alan 
Truscinski would finish third.  
Kelsi Pederson of East Grand 
Forks, Mn., would pick up the 
other heat win.

The 4 Cylinder feature was 
delayed for about 10 minutes 
as a few raindrops made an ap-
pearance.  But they were able 
to get their feature in.  John 
Current of Bemidji, Mn., lead 
the first eight laps until Kalin 
Honer of LaPorte, Mn., grabbed 
the lead out of corner two.  But 
coming to the checkered flag 
Honer spun in corner four 
handing the win and the sweep 
to Current.  Waylon Current of 
Bemidji, Mn., finished second 
and Gordon Hunter of LaPorte, 
Mn., third.

Up next at the Park will 
be the first appearance of the 
summer by the NLRA Late 
Models.  Joining the Late Mod-
els will be Wissota classes 
Streets, Midwest Mods and 
Pure Stocks along with the 
Outlaw Mini Mods.  Pits open 
at 4:30, Grandstands at 5:30, 
cutoff for the draw is at 6pm 
with the green flag dropping at 
7pm sharp.  For more info check 
us out on the web at http://www.
greenbushracepark.com or give 
us a like on Facebook at Official 
Greenbush Race Park.

Former Champions 
return to highlight 2021 
Grandma's Marathon Field

won titles in 2013 and 2016 and 
also finished third in 2014 and 
2015. She finished 10th the last 
time out on this course in 2019, 
finishing with a time of 2:38:46.

Kiptoo’s 2013 winning time 
of 2:26:32 was then an event 
record and only recently bro-
ken when Kellyn Taylor ran a 
2:24:28 in 2018.

2014 champion Pasca Myers 
is also expected to compete in 
the women’s elite field, and she 
will be trying to become just 
the eighth woman to win at 
least two Grandma’s Marathon 
titles. She also ran here in 2019, 
finishing in eighth place with a 
time of 2:36:13.

With a reduced field for the 
2021 Grandma’s Marathon, 
there are 29 men and 29 women 
expected to be in the elite field 
on Saturday, June. 19. The 45th 
annual Grandma’s Marathon is 
scheduled to start at 7:45 a.m. 
and can be followed live on our 
radio and TV partners, The 
Northland FAN 106.5 FM and 
WDIO-TV.

For more information, please 
call our office at (218) 727-0947 
or visit grandmasmarathon.
com. For any interview re-
quests, please contact Market-
ing & Public Relations Director 
Zach Schneider at (218) 343-
9874 or zach@grandmasmara-
thon.com.

Pictured above: 14 year old Hayden Engen of Gonvick 
went for a wild ride on Sunday night in the Bemidji 
Mini Stocks....Hayden was not hurt in this heat race and 
returned for the feature.

ginbotham, McClellan, Olafson, 
Bahr, and Harley Kroening lead 
the field in the top five but in 
one lap Reed was back in fifth 
racing on the high side of the 
fast track.   Olafson was also 
on the move charging forward 
into second and moved up to 
challenge Higgenbotham for the 
lead.   Reed continued forward 
with passes of Kroening and 
Bahr to take over third.  Bahr 
caught and passed Kroening for 
fourth as Higginbotham picked 
up the checkered flag.  Olafson, 
Reed, Bahr and Kroening made 
up the top five.

Wissota Hornet Feature:
The Wissota Hornets were 19 

cars strong for the start of their 
feature led by Logan Sathre and 

Derek Wangberg.  Several 
cautions slowed the start of 
the race but once the race got 
the green it was 15 year old 
Ruby Eggebraaten taking the 
lead from her second row in-
side starting position.   Peyton 
Edelman pulled in behind Egg-
ebraaten in second with Aidan 
Helwig, Logan ZumMallen and 
Sathre in the top five.  A couple 
of more cautions slowed the 
race again with Eggebraaten 
each time on the restarts able 
to maintain her first place spot 
on the track.   After several tries 
track official called the race on 
time and Eggebraaten picked 
up her first ever win in just her 
third race.  She is a third gen-
eration racer with father Dean 
racing at Bemidji for years and 
her grandfather Paul a legend-
ary racer in the North Dakota 
and Minnesota area years ago.   
Edelman, Helwig, Sathre, and 
Chad Reller made up the top 
five.

Wissota Mod 
Four Feature:
Conrad Schwinn and Blake 

Erickson led the field of Wissota 
Mod fours to the green flag with 
Schwinn charging to the front 
followed by Skyler Smith, Dean 
Larson, Erickson and Jonathon 
Feda.  Smith moved up high in 
the 3-4 corner and Larson dove 
low into 2nd place.   Schwinn 
powered out to a five car length 
lead over the field and never 
relinquished the spot leading 
the entire race with just one 
caution to slow the competition.   
Erickson was able to race up and 
challenge Smith for third mak-
ing the pass late following a door 
to door duel.   Schwinn took the 
checkers with Larson, Erickson, 
Smith and Nick McCann in the 
top five.

Wissota Super
Stock Feature:
Tim Carlson and Kevin Bahr 

led the field of Wissota Super-
stocks down the front straight 
to the starting flag with Carlson 
taking the lead followed by son 
Dalton in second.  Matt Sparby, 
Bahr were in the top five but it 
was Nicholas Jacobson finding 
traction on the top side charg-
ing up from his second row 
outside starting position racing 
around the field to take the 
lead.   Dalton Carlson made the 
pass of Tim Carlson for second 
while Sparby and Bahr fought 
for fourth.   Sparby eventually 
won that race and moved up and 
passed Tim Carlson for third 
with an inside line pass in turn 
two.   Jacobson flew to the fea-
ture win with Dalton Carlson, 
Sparby, Tim Carlson and Harley 
Kroening trailing.

Wissota Modified Feature:
The final race of the evening 

under clear skies was the Wis-
sota Modifieds.  Scott Engholm 
and Lance Schilling charged 
down the front straight into 
turn one with Engholm leading 
over Schilling, Davey Mills, Josh 
Beaulieu and Devin Fouquette.  
Schilling raced up a bit to high 
and dropped back to fifth while 
Mills took over the second spot.   
Fouquette raced low and into 
fourth prior to a caution on the 
track when he spun sending 
him tailback for a restart.   The 
restart had Engholm up front 
followed by Mills, Beaulieu, 
Schilling and Nathan Higgin-
botham.    Beaulieu was able 
to get under Mills and take 
second as Doyle Erickson made 
his first appearance in the top 
five late taking fifth.   Engholm 
took the checkered flag followed 
by Beaulieu, Mills, Schilling 
and Erickson ending a terrific 
night of stock racing at Bemidji 
Speedway.

I am looking for hunting leases for Deer 
and Bear Hunting for 2021 and beyond. I am 
looking for short to longer term leases. 20 to 
400+ acre tracts to include Farmsteads, fully 
wooded areas, swamps, Hardwood Ridges, 
sloughs, popple slash, pine plantations, Field 
edges, etc. 

Areas of interest include: Clearbrook, 
Leonard, Gonvick, Gully, Trail, Oklee, Bagley, 
Ebro, Lengby, Fosston, McIntosh, Erskine, 
Mentor, Shevlin, Solway, Pinewood, Wilton. 
Fully licensed and insured. If you have 
property you would consider leasing please 
give me a call at 218-533-1180.                     R40tfn

Wanted Hunting Land LeasesWanted Hunting Land Leases
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