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For so many of us when the 
pandemic hit last spring we 
did not know what to do with 
ourselves while stuck at home, 
but that was not a problem for 
12-year-old McKenna Bjerk of 
Mahnomen, MN who used this 
time last spring to write a book 
and is now a published author.  

McKenna's 187 page chap-
ter book is a pirate adventure 
called "Black Sails: Secrets of 
the Seas" was published De-
cember 17, 2020 and can be 
found on Amazon. Along with 
writing the book, McKenna 

12-year-old student, 
now a Published Author!

12-year-old McKenna Bjerk of Mahnomen.

Janet McNally of Tamarack 
Lamb & Wool, Hinckley, MN 
will be the keynote speaker 
again this year at the Sustain-
able Sheep event.  Janet provid-
ed such a wealth of information 
last year, many people left the 
event even more interested in 
sustainable farming and hoping 
to hear Janet speak again. 

Janet will be doing presen-
tations but also taking time 
to answer questions and par-
ticipate in discussions about 
regenerative grazing systems 
and livestock guard dogs.  If 
you have particular questions 
you’d like Janet to address, if 
possible, please send those to 
sustainablesheep@gmail.com in 
advance of the event.  Or come 
prepared with your queries to 
the event.

Formerly the instructor for 
the Pine Technical College 
Lamb and Wool Program, Janet 
farmed full time for 20 years 
raising sheep and beef cattle.  
She now raises sheep near 
Hinckley Minnesota in a Re-
generative Grazing system.  An 
experience with wolves in 1999 
caused her to make some chang-
es to her grazing program to 
help the Livestock Guard Dogs 
to be more effective.  It turns out 
these changes resulted in more 
grass and less parasites in addi-
tion to keeping sheep safe.  Find 
more information about Janet at 
www.tamaracksheep.com.

The event will be held at the 
Hubbard Community Center, 
12141 Lake Street, Park Rapids, 
MN  56470 from 9:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m.  Registration starts at 9:30 
a.m.  Pre-registration required 
by February 13, 2021.

Cost is $20/person, $30/cou-
ple, $15 for SSFC members. 
Pay at the door, make checks 
payable to SSFC The included 
lunch is catered by Hugo’s Fam-
ily Marketplace, Park Rapids. 

The SSFC has their annual 
meeting and nominations for 
board of directors will be ac-
cepted.  Please consider join-

Governor Tim Walz an-
nounced that the Minnesota 
Department of Employment 
and Economic Development 
(DEED) will award grants 
totaling $20,645,425 to 39 
projects in the sixth year of 
the Border-to-Border Broad-
band Development Grant pro-
gram. State grant dollars are 
matched by $33,695,279 in 
local funds, for a total invest-
ment in broadband infrastruc-
ture of $54,340,704.

 “The pandemic this past 
year has made it crystal clear 
that fast, reliable broadband 
access is critical for people liv-
ing in Greater Minnesota – for 
everything from education and 
health care to business opera-
tions and telecommuting,” said 
Governor Walz. “These grants 
continue this vitally important 
work toward our goal of ensur-
ing that every Minnesotan has 
high-speed internet access by 
2022.”

“As we look to promoting 
economic recovery from the 
pandemic, these grants help 
ensure that every Minneso-
tan can participate in building 
back our state’s economy even 
stronger,” said DEED Commis-
sioner Steve Grove. “We want 
to be a model state for inno-
vation – and having reliable, 
high-speed internet access is 
fundamental to that goal.”

 The projects will bring 
high-quality broadband access 
to underserved and unserved 
areas of Minnesota, providing 
fast, reliable internet access 
for 6,922 businesses, homes, 
and community anchor institu-
tions. 

The Border-to-Border 
Broadband Development 
Grant Program is primarily 
targeted towards communities 
in Greater Minnesota, where 
broadband infrastructure is 
not as likely to be at a level 
that is needed to support eco-
nomic equity.

The State of Minnesota has 
set a goal for universal ac-
cess and high-speed internet 
so that by no later than 2022, 
all Minnesota businesses and 
homes have access to high-

[Erskine, MN Jan. 28] 
Garden Valley Technologies 
has been awarded a border-
to-border broadband develop-
ment grant from the State of 
Minnesota through the DEED 
Office of Broadband Develop-
ment. This grant will assist 
in a broadband build to Euclid 
and rural northwest Thief Riv-
er Falls.

Residents and businesses in 
this area expressed support for 
GVT’s border-to-border grant 
application, which gives GVT 
the opportunity to offer Euclid 
and rural Thief River Falls 
Internet access, allowing em-
ployees to work from home and 
their children improved access 
to homework and educational 
resources. Euclid leaders agree 
that the area is in desperate 

also did all of her illustrations, 
created a quiz for Accelerated 
Reader schools, and is now 
working on a sequel.  Congrat-
ulations and good luck on your 
next book!

-Submitted article
Amazon's description for 

"Black Sails: Secrets of the 
Seas". There’s no such thing as 
an easy life for a pirate. Bizz, 
Barth and their crew wouldn’t 
want it any other way. What 
would be the fun in that? Form-
ing an unlikely alliance, the pi-
rates set out on a journey to find 

the treasure of Francis Drake. 
But Bizz and Barth are like oil 
and vinegar. Can they stop ar-
guing long enough to achieve 
their goal? Or will their journey 
end in defeat? Only time will 
tell. Their journey takes them 
on a wild chase that tests their 
perseverance and ability to stay 
focused. When the pirates final-
ly reach the spot where the trea-
sure is located, they get a sur-
prise that changes everything. 
With the royal soldiers closing 
in, will they find the treasure in 
time?

7th Annual Small Scale Sustainable 
Sheep Event Saturday February 20, 2021

ing your board of directors or 
volunteering to help out in the 
coming year.  

Weather permitting, the 
finished Tapestry Felted Tra-
ditional Mongolian yurt will be 
at the event with fiber artist 
Linda Johnson-Morke on hand 
to answer questions. The yurt 
showcases how sheep wool can 
be used to create traditional 
shelter.  More information about 
the yurt and project at sheep-
community.com

The SSFC works with adults, 
4H and area children to teach 
about wool and natural fibers.  
In addition to the Small Scale 
Sustainable Sheep Event, vol-
unteers also organize the Farm 
Fiber Festival in early October.  

At this festival, fiber vendors 
can promote and sell their prod-
ucts and share and learn about 
fiber techniques.  These events 
would not be possible without 
the help of local volunteers.  No 
experience necessary.  

This event also marks the 
beginning of the membership 
year and members not already 
renewed for 2021 will need to 
pay their dues.  

The Small Scale Sustainable 
Sheep Farming event brings 
together people who raise sheep 
and fiber, or who want to raise 
them, with those who are in-
terested in fiber products. This 
event provides information for 
those interested in raising sheep 
or fiber sustainably with those 
interested in purchasing local 
products. Consumers interested 
in local products find this event 
helpful in connecting them with 
the right producers.

Please Pre-Register by 
2/13/2021 for meal planning at 
sustainablesheep@gmail.com or 
218-657-2502.  Come prepared 
to follow Covid-19 guidelines.  
More information: sheepcommu-
nity.com. The event is sponsored 
by the Sustainable Sheep and 
Fiber Community of Northern 
Minnesota (SSFC).

Over $20.6 million awarded to provide 
reliable, high-speed access to Greater 
Minnesota communities

speed broadband that provides 
minimum download speeds of 
at least 25 megabits per second 
and minimum upload speeds of 
at least three megabits per sec-
ond. And by no later than 2026, 
all Minnesota businesses and 
homes have access to at least 
one provider of broadband with 
download speeds of at least 
100 megabits per second and 
upload speeds of at least 20 
megabits per second.

The funding, which was 
approved during the 2019 
legislative sessions, goes to 
broadband providers to build 
out wireline broadband infra-
structure to unserved and un-
derserved locations across the 
state. A map of projects award-
ed grants in 2021 is posted on 
DEED’s website. The following 
is a brief description of three of 
the 39 grant projects awarded 
this round:

This middle and last mile 
project will serve 104 unserved 
and 22 underserved locations 
in portions of Marshall and 
Polk counties. The project will 
bring internet speeds to a syn-
chronous 1 Gbps capability, 
exceeding the State’s 2022 and 
2026 speed goals. Essential to 
the area’s economic prosper-
ity, broadband will allow area 
residents to work from home 

This last mile project will 
improve high-speed broadband 
for 57 unserved and 254 under-
served locations in the commu-
nity of Cook in St. Louis Coun-
ty. In a funding partnership 
with the State of Minnesota 
and City of Cook, Paul Bunyan 
Communications will improve 
broadband service levels up to 
1 Gbps download and 1 Gbps 
upload, exceeding the 2022 
and 2026 state speed goals for 
homes, businesses, and com-
munity facilities in the project 

This last mile project will 
serve 153 unserved locations 
in sparsely populated areas 
in Kittson, Marshall and Polk 
counties. In a funding partner-
ship with the State of Minne-
sota, Wikstrom Telephone will 
bring broadband speeds up to 
1 Gbps download and 1 Gbps 
upload, exceeding the 2022 
and 2026 state speed goals. 

Garden Valley Technologies – Northwest 
Thief River Falls and Euclid – GRANT 
$1,640,722

and students to participate 
in distance learning as well 
as provide improved access to 
telemedicine and enable busi-
nesses and farms connectivity 
for financial management, pest 
management information and 
up to date weather informa-
tion. 

Total eligible project cost 
is $3,281,444, Local match is 
$1,640,722

Paul Bunyan Communications – City of 
Cook GigaZone Fiber – GRANT $311,254

area. The project will enable 
businesses to take advantage 
of online resources, including 
training, marketing, and busi-
ness support services. In addi-
tion, it will increase quality of 
life and economic opportunity 
for all residents by providing 
new avenues to pursue educa-
tion, employment, health care, 
social life, and entertainment.

Total eligible project cost 
is $691,675, Local match is 
$380,421

Wikstrom Telephone Co. Inc. – Wiktel NW 
MN Broadband 2020 – GRANT $490,997

This fiber-to-the-home (FTTH) 
network will provide service to 
an area with only 1.5 subscrib-
ers per route mile of cable and 
is key to economic develop-
ment, successful e-learning for 
children, and home health care 
monitoring in this remote area. 

Total eligible project cost 
is $1,091,104, Local match is 
$600,107

Garden Valley Technologies has been 
awarded a border-to-border broadband grant

need of fast, reliable Internet 
service to help the area prog-
ress, especially as technology 
continues to advance around 
them.

The grant provides the as-
sistance needed to plow state-
of-the-art fiber optic cable to 
the homes in this area allowing 
access to Internet speeds up to 
1 Gbps, local phone service and 
digital video services, which in-
cludes over 200 channels.

“This is exciting news and I 
would like to thank the office 
of broadband and the State of 
Minnesota for this grant oppor-
tunity,” said Timothy Brink-
man, CEO/General Manager 
at Garden Valley Technologies. 
“Grants like these make it pos-
sible to build out broadband in 
highly rural environments.”  

Century Farm Program 
Applications Being Accepted

St. Paul, Minn. – Minnesota 
families who have owned their 
farms for 100 years or more are 
invited to apply for the 2021 
Century Farm Program. Pro-
duced by the Minnesota State 
Fair in conjunction with the 
Minnesota Farm Bureau Fed-
eration, the Century Farm Pro-
gram was created to promote 
agriculture and honor historic 
family farms in the state. More 
than 10,500 Minnesota farms 
have been honored since the 
program began in 1976.

Family farms are recognized 
as a Century Farm when three 
requirements are met. The farm 
must be: 1) at least 100 years 
old according to authentic land 
records; 2) in continuous fam-
ily ownership for at least 100 
years (continuous residence on 
the farm is not required); and 3) 
at least 50 acres and currently 
be involved in agricultural pro-
duction.

A commemorative certificate 
signed by the State Fair Board 
of Managers President Ron Ole-

The border-to-border broad-
band project for Euclid and ru-
ral Thief River Falls will bring 
service to 126 unserved and 
underserved locations which 
include 92 residences, eight 
businesses, 22 farms and four 
community institutions. The 
total project cost of $3,281,444 
million will be financed by the 
$1.6 million Minnesota border-
to-border broadband grant and 
a local match of $1.6 million by 
Garden Valley Technologies. 
The project is expected to finish 
with installation of subscribers 
in the fall of 2022 and will cov-
er 95 square miles. Residents 
living in the area will receive 
communication from GVT on 
next steps in the project.

heiser, Minnesota Farm Bureau 
Federation President Kevin 
Paap and Governor Tim Walz 
will be awarded to qualifying 
families, along with an outdoor 
sign signifying Century Farm 
status.

Applications are available 
online at mnstatefair.org/about-
the-fair/awards-and-recogni-
tion/; at fbmn.org; by calling the 
State Fair at 651-288-4400; or 
at statewide county extension 
and county Farm Bureau offic-
es. The submission deadline is 
Monday, March 1, 2021. Recipi-
ents will be announced by early 
April. Previously recognized 
families should not reapply. 

Information on the Century 
Farm Program will be available 
at the Minnesota Farm Bureau 
exhibit during the 2021 Min-
nesota State Fair. A Century 
Farm database is also available 
at fbmn.org. 

The Minnesota State Fair is 
one of the largest and best-at-
tended expositions in the world, 
attracting more than 2 million 

visitors annually. Showcasing 
Minnesota’s finest agriculture, 
art and industry, the Great 
Minnesota Get-Together is 12 
Days of Fun Ending Labor Day. 
Visit mnstatefair.org for more 
information. The 2021Minne-
sota State Fair runs Aug. 26 
- Labor Day, Sept. 6. 

Minnesota Farm Bureau 
– Farmers ● Families ● Food, 
is comprised of 78 local Farm 
Bureau associations across

Minnesota. Members make 
their views known to political 
leaders, state government of-
ficials, special interest groups

and the general public. Pro-
grams for young farmers and 
ranchers develop leadership 
skills and improve farm man-
agement. Promotion and Educa-
tion Committee members work 
with programs such as Ag in the 
Classroom and safety education 
for children. Join Farm Bureau 
today and support efforts to 
serve as an advocate for rural 
Minnesota, fbmn.org. 
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MCCL meeting 
scheduled

The February meeting of 
MCCL (Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life) will be held 
Tuesday, February 9th at 7:00 
p.m. at Mt. Carmel Lutheran 
Church in McIntosh. Everyone 
is invited and welcome to at-
tend. Local Chapter #45.

Wed., January 27th winner 
of the calendar drawing is Tim 
Leshuk of Hillsboro. He won a 
Savage 93R17 17 HMR. 

R46C

Minnesota 
students receive 
degrees 
from NDSU

 Minnesota students includ-
ed on the attached list were 
among the students to gradu-
ate from North Dakota State 
University in fall 2020. NDSU 
awarded 987 degrees to stu-
dents.

Students are listed by home-
town. The list includes their 
major and degree received. 
An asterisk indicates students 
who graduated with honors. A 
student must earn a 3.50 grade 
point.

Bagley - Jessica Benson, 
BS	 Animal Science

McIntosh - Tara Sue 
Glandt	 MEDUCAT, Educa-
tional Leadership

Red Lake Falls - Drake 
Reed Engelstad, BS, Agricul-
tural Economics

Winger - Olivia Kay Simon-
son, BS, Dietetics

Lamb Track 
Brusher accident 
CR 12 and 150th 
AVE SE Rural 
Mentor, MN

On 01-29-2021 at 1620 hours 
the Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the report of a 
Lamb track brusher laying on 
its side in the roadway of CR 
12 at the intersection of 150th 
AVE SE in rural Mentor, MN.  
Deputies responded and deter-
mined a lamb track brusher 
had accidently slid off a flatbed 
trailer onto the roadway.  Depu-
ties shut the road down while a 
wrecker was able to remove the 
lamb track brusher from the 
roadway.  No one was injured 
in the accident while it remains 
under investigation.  No further 
information is being released at 
this time.  

Sons of Norway 
postpones meetings

The Granlund Lodge of the 
Sons of Norway will not be 
having a February meeting.  
Inquiries on membership or 
other matters may be directed 
to Wes Roland by calling 435-
1230. Regular monthly meet-
ings will resume when health 
risks decline.

Public Notice of Request for Proposal
Independent School District #162 (“District”) requests 
proposals for group insurance coverage for the health 
plan year beginning July 1, 2021. Sealed proposals will 
be accepted in paper from until 4:00 pm central time on 
March 22, 2021. Copies of the request for proposal and 

exhibits may be requested from Jenetta Weems, jweems@bagley.k12.
mn.us, and will be sent electronically at no charge. District reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids and to waive informalities. District reserves 
the right to select the proposal which it determines to be in the best 
interest of the District.      R45-46C
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Savings
It’s a good thing when you’re
shopping for car insurance.

Independent insurance agents don’t work 
for just one company and that means better 
choices for you. They can check out your 
coverage and compare rates with multiple 
insurance companies to make sure you are 
getting a great rate.
With great rates, coverage and claims 
service, it’s no wonder that independent 
agents sell more car insurance from 
Progressive than from any other company.
Find out how you can start saving with 
Progressive today. Stop in or call
SECURITY STATE 
AGENCY, your 
independent agent, 
for expert advice 
and a free quote.

LORI 
MELBY

Entry fee: $20.00
February 1st - March 27th, 2021

Sign up and rules may be picked 
up at Shorty’s Place, Gully, MN

Gully Area
Sportsman’s Club

Coyote Hunt

R46-47C
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American Federal Bankers 
Ag and Business Bankers Jus-
tin Marquis, Dan Paulson and 
Ryan Paulson, who work in the 
Fosston market, have earned 
American Federal’s highest rec-
ognition for outstanding sales 
performance in 2020. Ryan was 
also the top performer in the Ag 
and Business Banking division.  

In recognition of  their 
achievement, they were among 
19 American Federal “Sales 
Star” employees who attended a 
special virtual recognition event 
on Friday, January 29 to honor 
their accomplishments.   

A “Sales Star” is the highest 
honor of recognition an em-
ployee can earn at American 

From Zach Schneider, Mar-
keting & Public Relations Direc-
tor, Grandma’s Marathon

We are very excited for the 
opportunity to host the 45th 
annual Grandma's Marathon 
weekend! This year is certainly 
presenting some new chal-
lenges, but we are optimistic 
that we will be able to host a 
modified race weekend this 
upcoming June.

To help in our planning pro-
cess and to better serve you in 
June, we are asking that any 
media interested in covering 
the 2021 Grandma’s Marathon 
weekend indicate that to us by 
completing and returning the 
attached Media Credential Ap-
plication no later than March 
1, 2021. Email is preferred, but 
if you are interested in return-
ing the form via mail, please 
send it to:

Grandma’s Marathon
PO Box 16234
Duluth, MN 55816
While we understand our 

45th Annual Grandma's 
Marathon is scheduled!

10 
REASONS 
to READ your 

Local Newspaper

1.  You’re looking for a bite to eat!
 Local school & senior menus posted weekly.
 Restaurants and bar specials posted.

2.  You need a job (or a new job)!
	 The	latest	job	listing	are	posted	in	the	classifieds	section.

3. You’ve outgrown your apartment or house!
 Homes for sale & apartments for rent posted in the 
	 classifieds.

4.  Your car went kaput or needs some work
	 Watch	the	Canary	section	for	vehicles	for	every	budget.

5. You want to know who passed away in your area.
	 Obituaries	are	posted	weekly	in	the	Canary	section.

6. You need a carpenter, electrician, or a realtor!
	 Professional	services	listed	in	the	classifieds.

7.	 You	get	to	see	your	relatives,	friends	and	
 neighbors in pictures from area events.
8. Keep up on school events!
 Lunch menu, sports calendar, plays and more!

9.  If you read a story you like, you can tear it 
 out and save it!
10. Your newspaper is inexpensive and recyclable!

Subscribe today! 218-487-5225
Free online access with newspaper subscription!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call 218-487-5225

Leader-Record
McIntosh Times
Oklee Herald
Grygla Eagle
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Start Your Subscription Today
  $20.00 in trade area for 6 months
  $24.00 outside of trade area for 6 months
  $30.00 yr. in trade area 
  $40.00 yr. outside of trade area
  $35.00 yr. for snowbird - change of address
  $25.00 yr. for online subscription only - regardless of location

NAME ____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________

CITY ________________________________ STATE _____________ZIP _______________

PHONE ___________________________________________________________________

Send check to:  Leader-Record, PO Box 159, Gonvick, MN 56644
Or call in with credit card. We accept VISA, MASTERCARD and DISCOVER.

www.tricocanary.com

event is months away and your 
plans may change, gauging the 
level of potential media interest 
now will allow us time to make 
any necessary changes and 
improvements to our normal 
spaces and resources allotted 
to the media.

We have limited space and 
must comply with state guide-
lines, so we unfortunately can-
not guarantee that every media 
request will be honored. We will 
do our very best to work with 
every one of you and attempt 
to accommodate every media 
outlet interested in covering 
our event. 

This year’s event weekend is 
scheduled for June 17-19, 2021. 
The schedule is tentative and 
subject to change, but for plan-
ning purposes I have included a 
timeline of the weekend used in 
the past for the popular media 
events:
Friday, June 18

12:00 p.m. Marsh Nelson 
Media Luncheon

1:15 p.m. Grandma’s Mara-
thon Women’s Elite Media 
Conference

1:45 p.m. Grandma’s Mara-
thon Men’s Elite Media Confer-
ence

6:00 p.m. 27th Annual Wil-
liam A. Irvin 5K
Saturday, June 19

6:15 a.m. 31st Annual Garry 
Bjorklund Half Marathon

7:45 a.m. 45th Annual 
Grandma’s Marathon

If your organization is not 
planning on sending anyone to 
Duluth but is still interested in 
covering Grandma’s Marathon, 
please let us know and we will 
work with you to provide the 
appropriate information and 
access.

If you have any other re-
quests or questions about the 
weekend, please feel free to 
call me at the office at (218) 
727-0947 or on my cell phone 
at (218) 343-9874. You can also 
email me anytime at zach@
grandmasmarathon.com.

American Federal Banker Earns Top Recognition

Federal.
American Federal is a finan-

cially-strong, community bank 
with full-service banking loca-
tions in Fosston, Hallock, War-
ren, Ada, Crookston, Moorhead, 
East Grand Forks and Fergus 
Falls in Minnesota and Fargo, 

Justin Marquis Dan PaulsonRyan Paulson
Grand Forks, Wahpeton and 
Northwood in North Dakota. 
American Federal is a Top 100 
Ag Lender in the United States.
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MORE 
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ADS ON
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For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225

Sort Line Operator I or II  
Polk County Incinerator

The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has an opening for a 
full-time Sort Line Operator I or II. Primary duties include sorting or 
separating recyclable or problem materials from the recyclables and 
solid waste delivered to the facility. Position also required to clean 
equipment and to perform basic maintenance on, as well as operate 
conveyors, & equipment. Applicants must possess a high school diploma 
or equivalent. A valid MN driver’s license and pre-employment physical 
exam are required. Wage range for this position is $14.66 - $19.75/hour, 
DOE and qualifications.  Interested individuals may contact the Polk 
County Incinerator at 218-435-6501 or the Polk Administrator’s Office 
at 218-281-5408. An application and job description can be obtained 
at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on Careers.  Please mail your 
completed application and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s 
Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716 or e-mail 
alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us. This position will be remain open until 
filled.  EOE M6tfn

CLEAN
CLOSET
CLUTTERED
CONTAINER
DESIGN
DESK

BE ORGANIZED WORD SEARCH      Answers are on page 7
DONATION
DRAWERS
MESSY
NEATEN
ORGANIZED

PAPERS
PHOTOGRAPHS
PROFESSIONAL
RESOLUTION
SHELVING

SORTING
STORAGE
STREAMLINE
TIDY
TRASH

Essentia Health Fosston Openings 
Positions available in  

full time, part time, and casual status.
Essentia Health Living Center is now Hiring:

Activity Aide
CNA
LPN
RN

Nutrition Services Assistant
 

Essentia Health Hospital:
Environmental Service Tech / Housekeeper 

LPN or Surgical Technologist
Patient Access Representative / Medical Screener

RN 
 

Essentia Health Clinic:
Patient Access Representative / Medical Screener

LPN or RN
 

Essentia Health offers competitive salary and benefits 
Apply at:  www.EssentiaCareers.org   
EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled    

      

JOIN OUR TEAM

 R43tfn

CITY OF ERSKINE
PART TIME MAINTENANCE
 The City of Erskine is seeking applicants for a part time City 

Maintenance Operator. Duties include but will not be limited to 
snow removal, mowing, trimming, intro to municipal water and 
waste water system, general street maintenance, operation and 
maintenance of city equipment and property. Wages depend-
ing on experience. Applications are available by calling the City 
Clerk’s office at 218-687-4646. Applicant should submit the com-
pleted application by February 5, 2021 by 12:00pm to the City of 
Erskine, PO Box 59, Erskine MN 56535. The City of Erskine is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider.  M44-46C
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The Polk County Auditor-Treasurer’s Office has an opening for a 
full-time Clerk Typist Cashier III position.  Duties include but are 
not limited to:  Performing various office duties.  Cross-training with 
other County departments to develop a skill set and knowledge base to 
address common citizen requests. Process various forms, applications, 
documents, and receipts. Provide information and responds to inquiries 
for the general public regarding licensing, property documents, and 
tax statements. Assist in organizing and monitoring election centers; 
operating election Works-Knowledge of computer applications in MS 
Office Suite-specifically MS Word and Excel.  A high school diploma or 
GED and moderate experience, or equivalent combination of education 
and experience is needed. Wage range for this position is $16.88 - $21.46 
per hour, DOE and qualifications.  Interested individuals may contact 
the Polk County Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408.  To obtain an 
application and full job description go to:  www.co.polk.mn.us  and click 
on Careers.  Applications for this position must be received by 4:30 p.m., 
February 17, 2021.  Please submit your completed application to the Polk 
County Administrator’s Office Polk County Government Center, 612 N. 
Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716. Applications may also be 
emailed directly to alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us EOE.                   R46-47C

CLERK TYPIST CASHIER III  
POLK COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER

Head Start Position Available
Inter-County Community Council is accepting 

applications for an opening in our Head Start 
department:

Classroom Aide:  40 hours a week, 10 month posi-
tion, classroom located in Thief River Falls, MN.  Work 

with a team to provide care and education to 4 years olds in a 
classroom setting; primary duties include assisting the teachers 
in the classroom with group activities, cleaning, assisting children 
with handwashing/tooth brushing, riding the bus, and transport-
ing meals.  Must be able to pass a background check.  Position 
requires a high school diploma or GED.  Experience with children 
preferred, additional training will be provided.  

Application and position specific information, including job duties, 
salary and educational requirements are available on our website 
at www.intercountycc.org.  Send completed application and resume 
to Inter-County Community Council, Human Resources, PO Box 
189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.org.  Applications must 
be received by Noon on Friday, February 5th. Call 218-796-5144 
x1028 for more information.  

ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. R46C

ROSTER NURSEROSTER NURSE
PolPolk County Public Health has an opening for one part-time, non-ben-k County Public Health has an opening for one part-time, non-ben-

efitted Roster Nurse position.  (Up to 150 hours per year). This posi-efitted Roster Nurse position.  (Up to 150 hours per year). This posi-
tion is responsible for but not limited to providing a holistic assessment tion is responsible for but not limited to providing a holistic assessment 
of clients and develop, implement and evaluate nursing care plans of clients and develop, implement and evaluate nursing care plans 
through health promotion and disease prevention and control services.  through health promotion and disease prevention and control services.  
A two-year RN degree and a valid driver’s license is required.  Wage A two-year RN degree and a valid driver’s license is required.  Wage 
range for this position is $26.91 – $36.26/per hour, DOE and qualifi-range for this position is $26.91 – $36.26/per hour, DOE and qualifi-
cations.  Interested individuals may contact the Polk County Adminis-cations.  Interested individuals may contact the Polk County Adminis-
trator’s Office at 218-281-5408.  To obtain an application go to trator’s Office at 218-281-5408.  To obtain an application go to www.www.
co.polk.mn.usco.polk.mn.us and click on Careers. Please submit your completed ap- and click on Careers. Please submit your completed ap-
plication and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, Polk plication and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, Polk 
County Government Center, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, County Government Center, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, 
MN 56716 beforeMN 56716 before 4:30 p.m., February 12, 2021. 4:30 p.m., February 12, 2021.  Applications may also   Applications may also 
be emailed directly to be emailed directly to alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.usalecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us EOE.      EOE.     R46-47CR46-47C

The Bagley Public School has openings for 
the following positions: 

Paraprofessionals and Substitute Para-
professionals, Candidates must be highly 
qualified, which includes either 2 or more 
years of college, an AA Degree, or the ability 

to pass the Para Pro Exam.  
Food Service Support and Substitute Food 

Service Staff, a high school diploma or GED is preferred but 
not required. 

Native American Home School Liaison Positions - One full-
time position open for 2020-2021 school year. Candidates must 
be highly qualified, which includes either two or more years of 
college, an AA Degree, or the ability to pass the Para-Pro Exam.  

 Successful candidates must pass a criminal background check. 
Positions will remain open until filled. Application forms may be 
downloaded, picked up in the District Office or you may email 
jweems@bagley.k12.mn.us For more information, please call 
Jenetta Weems at 694-6184.

Full-Time Route Bus Drivers and Substitute Bus Drivers, 
must have or be able to obtain a school bus driver’s license 
endorsement. The District is willing to help applicants obtain 
their school bus endorsement. New drivers will receive a $200 
stipend after six months of driving to help defray the cost of 
certification. 

Application forms may be downloaded, picked up in the District 
Office or you may email jweems@bagley.k12.mn.us For more 
information, please call  Stuart Dukek at 694-6122.   R46-47C
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Need to Get Rid 
of a Few Things? Richards Publishing Co.

218-487-5225

Sell it in the Canary!

EMPLOYMENT ADS Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

In Honor of Helen…A True Saint
(I pray you have a Helen in your life.)

Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Q u e s -
t i o n :  I 
t h o u g h t 
I lost my 
d r i v e r ’ s 
license. I 

searched high and low and for 
the life of me I couldn’t find it. 
Seriously, I looked near and 
far and didn’t leave a stone un-
turned.  So I went and applied 
for a new driver’s license and 
received it. But just the other 
day, lo and behold and by the 
Grace of God it appeared. Call 
it a miracle or maybe my mind 
is going. So now I have two 
Minnesota driver’s licenses that 
appear to be valid as they don’t 
expire for a few years yet. Which 
one should I be using and what 
should I do with the other? 

Answer: I am very happy 
that you found your driver’ 
license and you did the right 
thing by applying for a new li-
cense when you truly thought it 
was lost. Anytime your driver’s 

license is lost, damaged or de-
stroyed, you will need to apply 
for a duplicate license. 

Minnesota law requires that 
every licensee shall have the 
license (driver’s license, instruc-
tion permit or provisional li-
cense) in immediate possession 
at all times when operating a 
motor vehicle. 

To answer your question 
about which license to use, the 
most current license is the one 
that is valid in the system. Once 
issued a driver’s license or iden-
tification card, the more recent 
the issue date, will be the valid 
card. Yes, there is an issue date 
that many people don’t notice. 
It is listed on there as: 4a ISS 
(followed by the date.)

For the older of the two, I 
would recommend shredding 
the card that was found after 
applying for the duplicate. If 
that license ended up in the 
wrong hands it could be used in 
criminal activity. Keep the card 

WD9 McCormick Deering
By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

Here is an unusual WD9 with a cab!!

with most recent issue date. 
I’d like to add that Driver 

and Vehicle Services (DVS) 
generally does not forward 
mail. Minnesota law requires a 
person applies for a new driver’s 
license within 30 days of chang-
ing your address. Important 
information regarding your 
driving privileges and registra-
tion are sent to the address 
listed. If you fail to update your 
address, you will most likely not 
get what you need.

A portion of state statutes 
were used with permission from 
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him 
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

She was a saint who lived 
among us, you know. Yes, Helen 
was. I cannot think of one Bible 
verse she quoted, although 
she knew His word well. She 
did more than merely quote 
scripture; she lived it and into 
each one who crossed her path 
it did go. 

In Galatians it says you will 
know them by their fruit. It says 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self control. 

Helen had all of these gifts 
fully present…all at the same 
time. It was as if they were 
easy to come by. From what 
I know, they are not. The op-
posite erupts from time to time 
in most, but not Helen. And to 
help her practice these, God 
gifted her a husband in life who 
protected her so she might live 
them out.

Oswald Chambers says, “A 
river touches much of which its 
source knows nothing.”  Helen 
did not know how many lives 
she touched by being among us. 
As well, she never would have 
been aware just how much her 
sweet countenance added to 
those present in her midst.

Mom, grandma, friend, 
neighbor, parishioner, believer, 
Bible study attendee, lover of 

her extended family, lover of 
the stranger, kind, humble 
soul she was. I marveled at her 
gifts each time she was near. I 
marveled at her gifts when she 
was nowhere near. 

She attended to the needs 
within the community. I know 
this because she did it for me; 
many could attest to the same. 
Her gentle Spirit never admon-
ished another but in tender 
voice she’d find some way to 
uplift with compassion any who 
stood before her. 

St. Helen was perhaps the 
safest person in the world to be 
around. She listened well. She 
never boasted. She was consis-
tent and offered stability to all 
who entered under her roof. All 
who knew her felt as though 
they were her best friend. She 
treated them with awestruck 
wonder that they would be so 
kind as to grace her with their 
presence. Yet, the reality was, 
they were the lucky ones.

Gentleness poured out of 
her like living water upon all 
who drew nigh. If she were to 
read this, she’d no doubt smile 
while releasing soft laughter 
saying, “Oh my, do you really 
think so?” And soon she’d turn 
your way letting you know just 
how highly she had always re-
garded you. 

A soft touch upon your arm 
and sure enough, it would be 
Helen. Her smile brought out 
her inner beauty and you just 
flat out felt better when you 
were around her.

Now, may we, like Helen, 
continue on in the communion 
of saints bringing comfort to all 
in our paths. And, may we, like 
Helen, bring to that communion 
the mind of Christ. 

Hebrews 12:1 . “Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, 
and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us.” 

I am so very thankful for the 
saints who have gone before 
us and the ones coming after.  
Amen.  

Maybe you have heard the 
word, WHEATLAND.  This 
term is often associated with the 
big standard tread tractors used 
mainly for plowing, discing, and 
tillage on the prairies and other 
places when wheat is grown.  If 
you read my column you know 
I love those big standard tread 
tractors.  The first tractor I ever 
drove was an R John Deere, 
maybe that is why I have an af-
finity with these big machines.   
I also own a 55 Massey Harris 
Diesel, which is the Massey 
version of the R.  I have never 
had a W9 or a WD9 McCormick 
Deering but one or the other is 
on my “bucket list”!!

I now have a couple of H 
Farmall tractors in my “collec-
tion”, like the one we had when 
I was a kid.  I do have an M 
Farmall also but really I don’t 
have a lot of experience with the 
Farmalls as compared to John 
Deeres.  Farmall row crop trac-
tors had their own alter-egos.  
The standard versions were the 
W4, W6, and W9 McCormick 
Deering tractors.  These are the 
ones that grab my attention.  
The W6 and W9 also came in 
diesel versions called the WD6 
and the WD9. 

Since I was young, I had 
a love for tractors and appar-
ently everyone knew it!  When 
I was about 16 my neighbor, Art 
Klassen, took me for a drive. 
We went south of Gully and 
a farmer there had a couple 
of W9 McCormick tractors for 
sale. I was not familiar with 
those “red” tractors, but they 
were those big standards and 
I wanted to buy one so bad. 
Unfortunately, I didn’t have the 
$250 dollars he wanted for one 
of them! Yes, $250 dollars......I 

wish I could turn back time!
A few years ago at the Plow 

Day, during Oklee Market 
Days, I got to drive an interest-
ing W9 tractor.  It was actually 
a WD9 tractor belonging to my 
friend and neighbor, George 
Olson.  Being a John Deere man 
the thing I loved was it had a 
hand clutch!  What a fun ride!  
I took a round with the big Mc-

Cormick and got off so someone 
could take a round, but I did 
not want to get off….I should 
have taken another!!  But I was 
thankful I had the chance to 
circle the field once!  Next time 
there is a Plow Day I’m going 
to bring my R John Deere, but 
if George has his WD9 there I 
definitely will ask if I can take 
another round!

1. McCormick Deering’s W-9 
series also featured a WDR-9. 
What does WDR-9 stand for?

2. What model tractor re-
placed the WD9?

3. What letter was added to 
the A and B John Deere series 
to designate the standard tread 
version of each model?

4. What large Oliver stan-
dard tractor featured a GM 
engine?

5. The model R John Deere 
was replaced by the 80, followed 
by the 820. What was the last 
of these big 2-cylinder models 
produced before the new gen-
eration tractors?

  
ANSWERS: 1. It was a W-9, 

Diesel, made for the Rice fields.  
2. The Super WD9   3.  R as in 
AR and BR   4. Model 99    5.  
The John Deere 830

How about a little tractor trivia!! 
Standard Version!!

Yes! We Do Banners!
• Vinyl - Outdoor Quality
 • Paper - Cover Stock
  • Foam Core Mounting Available

Email richards@gvtel.com

2 feet by 
any length 

needed!

218-487-5225
Parades, Sports Events, Anniversaries, Birthdays, Etc.

Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C

Richards Publishing Co.
PO Box 159, Gonvick, MN 56644

richards@gvtel.com

218-487-5225
TJ Underground Inc, is seek-

ing to hire competent, reliable 
workers for underground utility 
projects specializing in the in-
stallation of fiber optic cable. 

We are looking for 
Laborers, Directional Drill  

Operators, and CDL drivers. 
To apply call 218-487-5230

R
49

-T
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- Landfill Technician – Polk County Landfill -
The Polk County Landfill located in Gentilly, MN has an opening 

for a full-time Landfill Technician. Primary duties include but are not 
limited to evaluating and inspecting waste materials, documenting 
load information, operating heavy equipment to process materials, 
maintaining equipment, collecting fees and maintaining compliance 
with local, state and federal permits. Applicants must possess a 
high school diploma or equivalent and have a minimum two (2) 
years of experience operating various types of heavy equipment. 
A valid Class B MN driver’s license is required. Applicants must 
have the ability to clearly and effectively communicate verbally 
with the public and to work in adverse site conditions and extreme 
environments. A pre-employment physical exam is required. Wage 
range for this position is $18.50 - $23.52/hour, DOE and qualifica-
tions.  To obtain an application and full job description go to http://
www.co.polk.mn.us click on “Careers”.  This position will remain 
“open until filled”.  Please mail your completed application to the 
Polk County Government Center,  Administrator’s Office, 612 N. 
Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716 (218-281-5408)  or 
e-mail:  alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us EEO  R38TFC

Full Time
Para Professionals

The Clearbrook-Gonvick 
School has openings for full-
time para professionals. These 
positions will be working directly 
with students. Starting wage 
is $13.14 per hour; previous 
experience will be considered. 
Applicants must have passed or 
be able to pass a para pro test 
and pass a background check. 
Please submit letter of interest, 
resume, and two references to:
Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd. 
Clearbrook, MN 56634
Attn: Carl Dugstad
Email: cdugstad@clearbrook-
gonvick.k12.mn.us         R44-47C

Paraprofessional Opening
The RLCC High School 

in Oklee has an immediate 
opening for a paraprofes-
sional for the remainder of 
school year 2020-21. Contact 
the School for an application 
or with questions.  218-796-
5136. 

Position open until filled.  
ISD 2906 is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer. 

O45-46C

Clearbrook-Gonvick 
School is hiring for 
full-time or part-time 
custodial staff. This 
is a 12 month, Mon-
day-Friday position. 

Must be able to lift 75 
lbs. and pass a background 
check. Starting wage is $13.14 
per hour; previous experience 
will be considered.

Please submit resume, letter 
of interest, and credentials to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
16770 Clearwater Lake Rd.
Clearbrook, MN 56634
Attn: Jeff Burgess    R45-48C

Help Wanted
Full Time Print Shop 

Using Offset presses, digital 
presses, finishing work, 

computer skills appreciated
Also Part time Marketing & Sales 
work from home, earn commission!
    218-487-5225 
     ask for Dick

R
39

tfc

Farmers Union Oil Co. 
of Grygla 

Help wanted in shop area. 
General shop work. Competi-
tive wages depending on ex-
perience. 401k, insurance, va-
cation and sick time. 
Apply in office or call 218-294-

6117, ask for Brenda. G46-49C

 
 

R46C

RUMMAGE SALE-Embassy 
basement 3rd/Eaton, Fosston.  
Fri., Feb. 5th (most items 50¢) 
Sat., Feb. 6th ($3 bag day, bags 
supplied) 

9 AM-NOON, both days. 
Masks required. 

I pay cash for your antiques and vintage items 
and old things in your garage, attic or basement.

Old Postcards
Crocks

Books/Magazines
Coca-Cola

Duck Decoys
Native American  Items

Tokens
Farm Brochures

Store Tins
Old Kitchen Items

Furniture
Fiesta

Roseville
Custard

Pinbacks

Old Buttons
Signs

Coin Machines
Fish Decoys
Glassware

Clocks
Old Paper Items

Jewelry
Carnival Glass

Coins
Photo Albums

Old Fountain Pens
Hull/Hall

Bemidji Items
Political Items

Maps
Toys
Pepsi
Lures

Marbles
Watches
Banks

J Deere
Hamms

Depression 
Western

Watt
Books

Train Items
Dolls

Call me: John Eggers at 218-766-9009 or 243-2234

R46-47P

NEW MATTRESS AND BOXSPRING SET 
$179- TWIN. Full $219, Queen $249. Also 
King Pillowtop sets $399. We carry many 
mattress and frame options. - Brother’s 
Furniture 218-766-0064. A Family Business 
Since 2012 Delivery Available.

R46-49C
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Bagley - (218) 694-6600
Bemidji - (218) 751-9700 
Park Rapids - (218) 732-7264 

Blackduck - (218) 835-3300 
Cass Lake - (218) 335-6969 
Nevis - (218) 652-3105

Badger • Greenbush • Grygla • Stephen 
• Red Lake Falls • Roseau • St. Hilaire • 

Hazel • Oklee • Warren
www.chsnorthwestgrain.com 3rd Ave., Clearbrook ~ 218-776-3508

128 S Main Street, Oklee
218-796-5151

P.O. Box 69, 201 Main Street
Oklee, MN 56742

218-796-5157

Security
STATE BANK

33 Main St S, Clearbrook • 218-776-3812

ANDERSON WELL 
DRILLING & REPAIR

Clearbrook, MN 56634

Home: 218-776-2486
Cell: 218-688-1400

3611 Laurel Drive NW, Bemidji, MN 56601

Clearbrook 
Collision Center

(218) 776-3144

On Main in Brooks
218-698-4608

&
BarCarol’s

Grill

Clearbrook (218) 776-3161
Fosston (218) 435-6585 Bagley (218) 694-6848

249 1st Ave, Gonvick
218-487-5816

The Northern 
State Bank
Gonvick, MN 56644
218-487-5244

301 Lambert St, Oklee
218-796-5131

Visit our website www.TriCoCanary.com 
and click on the advertiser to learn more about their business.

www.TriCoCanary.com is supported by these advertisers

Reichert 
Saddlery & 

Farm Supply
First Ave., Leonard

S

A
D D L E R

Y

RRR
EIC  ERT

H

218-968-2248 • 800-957-2248

123 Main St. 
South

Clearbrook

If you are a business and 
would like to advertise 
on our website, contact 
Dick or Sue at Richards 
Publishing 218-487-5225

A leader in energy transportation and 
distribution in North America.

www.enbridge.com

R13TFC

215-776-3151 • borderbank.com

Customer first.
Community focused.

Thank you to our 
advertisers for 

making our website 
possible!
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www.sollie.net  

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525

www.sollie.netR
46

C

NEWNEW
LISTING!LISTING!

#4500 - A Home That 
Fits! Finding the right 
size home is a challenge. 
Whether it’s your first 
home, you’re downsiz-
ing or finding the perfect 
place to retire, you need 
to look no further - this 
comfortable 2 bedroom 
home has been taste-
fully updated along with 
offering you a spacious 
corner lot with privacy 
fence, and double ga-
rage too! Call today to 
set up a time to see this 
one.

R46TFC

R
49

TF
C

CCall us for your Directional Drilling Needs!

TJ UNDERGROUND INC
Directional Drilling Services

218-487-5230

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
• Building Materials Sales • Windows & Window Treatments

• Paints & Painting Supplies
ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

301 Lambert St  •  Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com  •  218-796-5131

O2TFC

218-253-2585 • 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 • 907 Main Avenue South

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 • Fallsbuidlingcenter.com 
•	 Post-Frame Buildings
•	 Building Materials
•	 Siding and Roofing
•	 Windows 

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS
Please Call Us 

for a Quote

RtfnC

•	 Garages
•	 Shops
•	 Homes

29 Gauge Painted or 
Galvanized Steel Roofing  

or Siding Available.  
CALL FOR  

CURRENT PRICING

(218) 268-4765
In business since 1974

Olson Gravel, Inc.
Excavating & Concrete

M
50-49C

Excellent Prices on Concrete #4 and #5 Rebar 
(Steel or Fiberglass Rebar)

Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available

Basement & septic installation
We deliver anywhere!

•Wash •Beach Sand •Class 5 Mod •River Rock
•Peat •Black Dirt •Road Gravel •Rip Rap

Service with Front Discharge Trucks

BUSINESS SERVICES

1896 W. Chub Lake Road • Carlton, MN 55718

218/451-0792

STEVE BLADE
Enrolled Agent

Tax Accountant
R45-7C

G26c-eow-tfc

Brookfield Apts in Clearbrook, 
MN is accepting applications 
for a FUTURE 1 Bd open-
ing. Laundry room facilities 
available and off street park-
ing. Rent is based on 30% of 
your monthly adjusted gross 
income. Resident Manager 
on site. Applications and 
qualifications, contact Nicole 
at 218-751-6881 or Tina at 
218-407-3146. Accepting ap-
plications for persons of all 
ages. Applications online @ 
bemidjimanagementinc.com 

AN EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

For Rent

R43-46C

Moran’s 
in Winger

Opening Feb. 9th

Moran’s Supper ClubMoran’s Supper Club
Winger, MN Winger, MN 

938-4151938-4151
R46C

Senior Meals 11am- 1pm
Tuesday-Friday

Everyone Welcome

Indoor Dining  
Tuesday-Saturday 4pm-9pm

Dine In Sunday  
11am-7:30pm

Salad Bar Now Available

Closed 
Mondays

Wanted 
Tillable land for rent.

Chad Dyrdahl 
218-280-1015R35-46C

Hay for Sale
1st Cutting Grass 
Baled with John 
Deere Net Wrap

Oklee 

218-796-5211218-796-5211 R
46
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P

R
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R46C

PASSPORT PICTURES 
487-5225

218-796-5666 
Eat in Eat in 

or Take Outor Take Out
Serving from 5 pm to 8 pm

O46C

Broasted Chicken Broasted Chicken 
oror Grilled Shrimp  Grilled Shrimp 
Friday February 5Friday February 5thth

UnderUnder

Carol’s CozyCarol’s Cozy

O
46C

O
46C

Call in OR Check Facebook for specials!

Klub  Thurs., Feb. 11 th

11am til gone!

Kitchen HoursKitchen Hours    
Brooks, MN  •  Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608218-698-4608

Lunch Specials 
Monday Through Friday

Dinner Specials 
Friday & Saturday Night

Inside seating open at 50% 
reservations appreciated

Sat. Feb 6th  Wild Wes 6-10pm
6-8pm Music, 
8-10pm Buddy Holly Tribute Live 
Streaming from the Surf Ballroom at 
Clearlake, IA The Holy Rocka Rollaz
Sun. Feb 7th

Super Football Sunday - snacks, 
drawings & prizes during the game

8am-9pm Mon.-Sat.
11am-9pm Sun.

NO BINGO!NO BINGO!

SHORTY’S PLACE, GULLY

WEDNESDAY

R
46

C

Wing Night

268-4199268-4199

FRI. & SAT. 
SPECIAL Chicken & Ribs or MeatballsChicken & Ribs or Meatballs

OPEN 9AM-10PM MON. - SAT.
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NESS GRANITE WORKS
3 miles N. on Hwy 59, Detroit Lakes, MN

800-309-5191 • www.nessgraniteworks.com

Buy Factory Direct!
Avoid Funeral 

Home & 
Salesman 

Commission!

Order Now 
For Delivery 

Before 
Memorial Day!

O32-31C

BUY THIS MONUMENT
$895.00
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Obituary for
Catherine Klegstad

Catherine Martha (Lay-
hon) Klegstad, 93, was born 
on September 30, 1927 and 
passed away on Sunday, De-
cember 20, 2020.

She was the third of twelve 
children born to Alex and Lena 
(Krishka) Layhon of Pembina, 
ND. She attended Pembina 
school where she learned the 
English language as a kinder-
gartener and graduated vale-
dictorian of her eighth grade 
class. At that time, she started 
working to help out with fam-
ily needs.

In the spring of 1947 she 
met Ernie and about a year 
later, without hesitation, 
she accepted his proposal. 
On October 18, 1948, Cath-
erine married Levern (Ernie) 
Klegstad. They lived in Hal-
lock their entire married life 
and recently celebrated their 
72nd anniversary. Together 
they raised eight children 
who blessed them with 21 
grandchildren and 17 (18 in 
January) great-grandchil-
dren. Throughout their years 
together they have been ac-
tive members of St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church. In 2013 they 
received the Bishop's award 
for a lifetime of selfless giving 
to benefit others.

Catherine's greatest joy 
was her time spent with fam-
ily. Sunday drives to visit 
relatives were cherished. She 
also enjoyed many years of 
curling with Ernie, took a few 
trips including a motorhome 
adventure with a sister to the 
west coast and a few days in 
Las Vegas.

Catherine worked as a 
nurse's aide before their first 
child was born, then worked 18 
years at home raising the chil-
dren. She returned to being a 
nurse's aide in 1968, then held 
a job at the Farmer's Store be-
fore returning to the nursing 
home as an aide giving loving 
care to the residents until she 
retired in 1988.

Loving care-that was the 
definition of Catherine. She 
knew how to listen and ev-
erybody who talked with her 
knew that she cared and that 
they were special to her. Fa-
mous for her "cookie corner", a 
visit would always include sit-
ting at the kitchen table with 

a plateful of homemade cook-
ies and a cup of something 
to drink. Over the years she 
gifted a tea cup from her col-
lection to each of her children 
and grandchildren as a way to 
remember that delicious cup 
of hot chocolate or tea they 
shared. From reading books 
as a child to playing Aggra-
vation as a teen to a game of 
500 as an adult, it was always 
more fun if mom/grandma 
was involved. And could she 
write letters! Everyone who 
received one from her knew 
they were in for a good read 
and a smile. She also shared 
her handiwork talents of em-
broidery, cross-stitching, knit-
ting and crocheting with fam-
ily, friends, and the church 
bazaar. She enjoyed sharing 
produce from her enormous 
garden, cooking her tradi-
tional Ukrainian foods and 
embracing Ernie's Norwegian 
heritage by learning to pre-
pare his childhood favorites, 
even lutefisk.

Love. Joy. Peace. Patience. 
Kindness. Goodness. Faith-
fulness. Catherine was all 
of these. How blessed we are 
that God chose her to help cre-
ate this family.

Catherine is survived by 
her loving husband Ernie 
and her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren: 
Merietta (Denny) Johnson: 
Ben, Jeff, and Maraya (Matt) 
Sharp; Micheal: Heather 
(Karl) Johnson: Alex and 
Anthony; Heidi (Todd) Carl-
son: Grant and Maddie; Hay-
ley Klegstad: Cooper, and 
Tucker; Keri (Bryan Ulmer); 
Tommy; Billy. Thomas (Shar-
lene): Erin (Nick) Weiler; Ami 
(Cory) Kochendorfer and Fin-
ley. Yvonne (Tom) Lykken: 
Rachel (Rusty) Bohn. Cath-
erine Peterson: Mikey. Robert 
(Kim): Katy (Andrew) John-
son: Jaden, Ryan, and Faith; 
Sean (Lisa): Xavier and Layla; 
Meghan (Ryan) McGarry: Ma-
son and Mia. Debora (Kirk) 
Meseck: Nick (Tori): Brodie, 
Murphie and Landrie; Tony 
(Kendyl): Violet and baby in 
January. Keith (Joelle): Leah 
(Matthew) Green; Dalton (Bri-
anna Schumacher); Sophie. 
Sisters: Doris (Ray) Heiser, 
Annie (Frank) Bergh, Helen 
(Tom) Weleske and Margaret 
Mattson. And many many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, brothers Mike, 
John, and Alex Layhon; sis-
ters Mary Bordeniuk, Sophie 
Zaharia, Rose Younggren and 
Barbara Hagen; brothers-in-
law John Bordeniuk, Mike 
Zaharia and Gordon Klegstad; 
sisters-in-law Margaret, Vera 
and Belle Layhon, Marlene 
Klegstad and Gloria Hack-
barth; stillborn daughter Do-
ris, grandson Tyler (Keith and 
Joelle) Klegstad, and sons-in-
law Greg Maloney and Bob 
Peterson.

Funeral services will be 
held next spring or summer.

Obituary for
Timothy Whalen Sr.

Heaven was in for one 
heck of an awakening when 
Timothy Mark Whalen Sr. 
showed up suddenly on 
Sunday, January 24, 2021. 
He passed away at Sanford 
Medical Center, Thief River 
Falls, MN of natural causes. 
With his sense of humor and 
gift of storytelling, the angels 
are sure to be kept on their 
toes in a constant state of 
laughter. There will be one 
very special boy waiting to 
greet him, his beloved son 
and constant sidekick, Tom-
my, oh what a reunion that 
will be. 

Public visitation was from 
1:00 PM until 3:00 PM on 
Friday, January 29, 2021 at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church in Oklee. Private 
Family Mass of Christian 
Burial followed at 3:00 PM at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church with Father Adam 
Hamness presiding. Burial  
at St. Francis Xavier Catho-
lic Cemetery. Masks and 
social distancing were ob-
served. Burial will be held at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Cemetery in July 2021.

Timothy Mark Whalen 
was born September 27, 
1950 in Thief River Falls, 
MN, the son of George and 
Esther (Bluemke) Whalen.  
He grew up on the family 
farm north of Oklee. He was 
baptized, had first commu-
nion, and was confirmed at 
St. Francis Xavier Catholic 
Church. Tim attended school 
in Oklee, MN graduating in 
May with the class of 1968. 
Following high school, Tim 
worked north of Duluth, MN 
for 1 year. 

On graduation night, he 
asked his classmate of 12 
years, Linda Champagne on 
their first date.  On Febru-
ary 13, 1971, Tim was united 
in marriage to Linda Cham-
pagne at St. Francis Xavier 
Church in Oklee, MN and 
to this union seven children 
were born, Christy (Mouse), 

Tiffany (Pooh Bear), Kim 
(Ralph), Terry (Teige), Ka-
tie (Squiggy), Tommy (King 
Sput/Sir Thomas) and Tim-
my (Bear). They purchased a 
home in Equality Township, 
north of Oklee where they 
have continued to reside and 
raise their wonderful chil-
dren. If you thought, he loved 
his kids you should see how 
he loved his grandchildren. 
He was a very proud grand-
father to 17 grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
When Tim talked about his 
family he would say “we may 
not have much money, but 
we are very rich indeed.” He 
was the kind of father who 
would share the writings of 
Mark Twain and the appre-
ciation of history. Tractor 
rides, gardening, good home 
cooked meals and lots of 
laughter are always going to 
be favorite memories we all 
share of Grandpa Tim.

Tim was known for telling 
a great story or making up a 
song or limerick quicker than 
a buckshot. He could crack a 
joke that could make a grown 
man blush and mothers run 
to cover the ears of young 
children who may be playing 
within earshot. He was noto-
rious for doing the “pull my 
finger” trick on unsuspecting 
children (or adults) it didn’t 
matter! You could always tell 
he was going to come up with 
something good when his 
blue eyes twinkled. He was 
unapologetically himself and 
we loved him for it. He was 
very proud of his Irish heri-
tage, could be stubborn as a 
Billy goat but he loved with 
all his heart. Tim was a walk-
ing history book. He could 
tell you who homesteaded 
most of the farms around the 
area. He loved to visit with 
the “old-timers” around town 
especially Happy Hince, Tom 
Tolouse, Fritz Thorpe, Tom 
Melby and Otto Cousins. He 
always claimed he was born 
100 years too late. Tim loved 
to work on old tractors, was 
often called for advice and 
loved collecting toy tractors 
and implements.

Tim worked 4 years at 
Arctic Cat, 1 year at Hydro-
Mac, Toreq making field 
scrapers and back to Arctic 
Cat for 13 years. Tim’s fa-
vorite job in life was taking 
care of his son, Tommy. They 
could often be seen driving 
the big red pick-up and doing 
errands around town. When 
Tom died, Tim missed him 
greatly.

He was a member of St. 
Francis Xavier Church, 
Oklee and a member of the 
NRA. 

Obituary for 
Muriel Halvorson

Muriel Velory Halvorson, 
99, of Clearbrook, MN died 
on Sunday, January 24, 2021 
at McIntosh Senior Living in 
McIntosh, MN.

Funeral services will be 
held on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 3, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Cease Family Funeral Home 
Chapel in Bagley, MN, with 
the Reverend Robert Kirch-
man officiating. Visitation 
will be one hour prior to the 
services at the funeral home. 
Interment will be at Silver 
Creek Cemetery in Clear-
brook, MN. Military Rites 
will be accorded by the Mel-
vin Johnson American Legion 
Post #320 of Clearbrook, MN.

Muriel was born on De-
cember 11, 1921 at Clear-
brook, MN the daughter of 
Andrew and Alpha (Odnes-
sen) Halvorson and was bap-
tized and confirmed in the 
Lutheran faith. Muriel grad-
uated from Clearbrook High 
School in 1940. Muriel went 
to work in Bagley at a Bagley 
Hotel, washing dishes and fil-
ing pay cards. The hotel was 
located where Galli Furniture 
is now today. She moved to 
Minneapolis and worked for 
Brown and Bigelow, a Calen-
dar Company. 

Muriel wanted to serve 
our country and she chose 
the branch of the Navy be-
cause their uniforms were the 
most dashing. She enlisted 
in August of 1944 and was in 
charge of new recruits. Muriel 
enlisted for an ad-
ditional year in or-
der to further her 
education. Muriel 
attended Hunter 
College in New York City and 
spent time in Cleveland, Ohio 
while she was in the service. 
It is in Ohio, that she learned 
her love of swimming.  Muriel 
loved being in the Navy and 
describes it as being one of 
the best times of her life. Af-

ter her honorable discharge, 
she attended the University 
of Minnesota Teachers Col-
lege in Minneapolis, MN and 
received her Bachelor Degree 
in Interior Decorating and 
Education. She already had a 
job waiting for her before her 
graduation in 1951. Muriel 
worked in Fertile for 4 years 
and she also taught in Chokio 
for 1 year. Muriel got a job at 
Bemidji High School teach-
ing Home Economics, where 
she worked until her retire-
ment in 1982. Muriel and 
her parents built a house in 
Clearbrook in January 1959, 
where Muriel lived until en-
tering the Good Samaritan 
Center in Clearbrook and 
then on to McIntosh Senior 
Living. Muriel fought and 
overcame ovarian cancer in 
1964. Muriel loved to travel 
and took trips to New Zea-
land, Australia, Italy, Swit-
zerland, France, Russia and 
other European Countries. 
It was there that she went 
swimming in the Black Sea. 
Muriel loved to swim espe-
cially at the Clearbrook Pool 
where she swam 2 – 3 times 
a day and also received the 
“Queen of the Pool” award. 
Muriel’s faith was very im-
portant to her throughout 
her life. She was a member of 
the Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church of Clearbrook, where 
she was very active. She en-
joyed sewing and made a lot 
of clothes. Muriel was very 
proud of her flowers that she 
grew and loved bird watch-
ing, especially her Humming-
birds and Orioles. Muriel had 
a great interest and was very 
skilled at Rosemaling, creat-
ing many pieces. She was 
always kind and had a won-
derful infectious laugh. Her 
independent and courageous 
spirit will be missed by all 
who knew her. 

She is survived by 2 spe-
cial nieces – Linda (Winton) 
Mickelson of Oklee, MN

Gloria (David) Melby of St. 
Cloud, Minnesota

Muriel was also survived 
by other nieces and neph-
ews as well as great nieces 
and great nephews and great 
great nieces and great great 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, 4 sisters, Ione, 
Gertrude, Phyllis and Gerda; 
1 brother - Warren and spe-
cial niece- Arlene Cease; spe-
cial nephews - Roger Ellick-
son and Ted Berglund as well 
as other nieces and nephews.

Messages of condolence 
may be sent to ceasefuneral-
home.com

Obituary for 
Cedric Johnson

Cedric (Rick) Johnson, 
Pequot Lakes MN, age 75, 
passed away unexpectedly on 
Sunday, January 17, 2021.

Visitation will be held one 
hour before services held at 
10:00 am at Johnson Funeral 
Service in Thief River Falls 
MN, following with a Burial 
Service at Our Saviors Lu-
theran Church in Grygla, 
MN on Saturday, February 
6, 2021.  Please wear a face 
mask and practice social dis-
tancing.

A Memorial Service TBD 
this spring at Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church in Grygla 
MN.  Announcements will be 
made later.  

Cedric (Rick) A. Johnson 
was born on December 24, 
1945 in Thief River Falls, 
MN, the son of Torjus and 
Francia (Magnuson) John-
son. Rick was confirmed 
at Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church, Grygla, MN. He 
attended school in Grygla, 
MN and graduated from Go-
odridge High School in 1963. 

Rick went in the Army for 
two years.  Upon returning 
from his Army 
duty, he lived in 
Thief River Falls 
for a short time.  

He left to live 
in Minneapolis MN where 
he attended Minneapolis 
Business School receiving 
an Accounting/CPA Degree.  
He married Patricia (nee 
Hoard), lived in Bloomington 
MN and had three children:  
Janelle Johnson, Melissa 

(Mike) Roth and Robert (Jen-
nifer) Johnson.  He had four 
grandchildren:  Alex, Kyler, 
Riley, and Hayden.  

He was always very in-
sightful.  While growing up, 
his children often thought 
that he may have had a 
touch of ESP because he al-
ways seemed to know when 
they were up to something. 

He met Brenda Johnson 
and they were married in 
2004.  Rick added two step-
children Angie Johnson and 
Craig (Loren) Johnson and 
then added four more step 
grandchildren:  Hunter, 
Khloei, Coltin and Rhone. 

He and Brenda lived on 
Little Pelican Lake in Pequot 
Lakes MN where Rick en-
joyed doing things outdoors.  
He enjoyed hunting with 
his son, cousins, and friends 
and family in Grygla MN.  
He also loved cruising and 
fishing on the lake with his 
family.  He often baited more 
hooks and released fish than 
caught any on his own but 
loved spending the time with 
his family.   

He loved his family and 
being with his grandchil-
dren.  Rick will be greatly 
missed by his family but left 
many wonderful memories 
for his family to remember 
and share for a long time.

 Rick was a member of the 
National Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and The 
Shriners.  He worked as the 
Treasurer for the Pelican 
Lakes Conservation Club.

 He is survived by his sis-
ter Naomi (Earl) Jacobson of 
Fortuna CA, nieces Gwendo-
lyn (Scott) Larson, Lorelei 
(Daron) Schreier and a great 
niece and nephew.  As well 
as numerous cousins from 
Grygla, MN and in-laws and 
families throughout the US. 

 He is preceded in death 
by his parents and sister 
Elizabeth Larson (nee John-
son).

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als preferred to Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church, 37408 
Hamre Rd NW, Grygla, MN 
56727. 

Condolences may be sent 
at www.johnsonfuneralser-
vice.com

Obituary for 
Errol Bartz

Errol Duane Bartz, age 
74, was surrounded by fam-
ily and friends as he passed 
peacefully into the arms of 
his Lord and Savior on Janu-
ary 27, 2021, after a two-
year struggle with cancer.  
He faced this adversity with 
the bravery and head-strong 
tenacity he brought to every 
aspect of his life.  Errol had 
a competency for making the 
simple complicated, for “sav-
ing” things “just in case” to 
the chagrin of his wife, his 
love for fishing and adven-
ture, his passion for traveling 
with friends, and his ability to 
make the impossible possible.  
We will see touches of Errol’s 
numerous projects in every 
corner of our lives.  Errol nev-
er made excuses, and never 
accepted them. He taught all 
those around him to appreci-
ate the time we have together 
with those we love and in 
return, was loved deeply by 
those who knew him.

Errol was honorably dis-

charged in 1970 after proudly 
serving in Vietnam as a Ser-
geant in the Marine Corps 
beginning in 1966. 
Upon his return, 
he spent 36 years 
working at Aero 
System Engineer-
ing in St. Paul, one week after 
his retirement he was rehired 
to consult until officially re-
tiring again in December of 
2018.

Errol is survived by his 
loving and supportive wife of 
almost 52 years, Cindy.  His 
children, Todd Bartz (partner 
Ben Maestas), Wendy (Tra-
vis) Bartz-Soppa; grand chil-
dren Jordan Gollner (friend 
Elizabeth), Maggie Soppa, 
Chesie Soppa-Greuel, and 
Alex Crivits; mother Ruth 
Bartz; sisters Shirley Meloche 
and Rae Ann Bartz; aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and 
many other extended family 
members and friends.

He was reunited in heav-
en with his father Marvin; 
brother Larry; grandparents 
Max and Irene Bartz, and 
Elizabeth Borgeson.

Errol will be profoundly 
missed by his church fam-
ily.  He unselfishly gave his 
time and talents to the glory 
of God in his endless dem-
onstration of God’s love for 
his brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Therefore, in lieu of 
flowers, the family requests 
memorials be sent in honor of 
Errol Bartz, to Grace of God 
Lutheran Church, 420 Hay-
ward Avenue N., Oakdale, 
Minnesota, 55128.

Private service are being 
held. Arrangements are with 
Kok Funeral Home, Cottage 
Grove, MN 651-459-2483 
www.kokfuneral.com

Creative
GRAPHIC
DESIGN Services

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Our Services
Flyers
Banners
Door Hangers
Yard Signs
Postcards
Business Cards
Newspaper Ads
Letterhead

Brochures
Calendars
Books

SUE OR ALISSA
218-487-5225
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We print booksWe print books

Hard cover 
or soft cover, 

color or 
black & white

Richards Publishing
218-487-5225 • Gonvick, MN

richardspublishing.com

Cheer on Your 
Favorite Team with

a Sports Banner!
Can go 2 feet wide by 98 feet long... 

Yes 98 feet Call for information - Gonvick

 218-487-5225

SPORTS
Tri County Canary Area

I am looking for hunting leases for Deer 
and Bear Hunting for 2021 and beyond. I am 
looking for short to longer term leases. 20 to 
400+ acre tracts to include Farmsteads, fully 
wooded areas, swamps, Hardwood Ridges, 
sloughs, popple slash, pine plantations, Field 
edges, etc. 

Areas of interest include: Clearbrook, 
Leonard, Gonvick, Gully, Trail, Oklee, Bagley, 
Ebro, Lengby, Fosston, McIntosh, Erskine, 
Mentor, Shevlin, Solway, Pinewood, Wilton. 
Fully licensed and insured. If you have 
property you would consider leasing please 
give me a call at 218-533-1180.                     R40tfn

Wanted Hunting Land LeasesWanted Hunting Land Leases

Eric Gieseke for Red Lake County Central Rebels up 
for the basket against the Clearbrook-Gonvick Bears 
on Thursday, January 28.  Alex Dawson #23 and Logan 
Westrum #3 for the Bears. Also shown for the Rebels is 
Brody Moen #10. 

Bailey Hince, senior for the Red Lake County Rebels 
going for a three point shot against the Clearbrook-
Gonvick Bears.

Steve Philion head coach for the Red Lake County Mustangs giving his players last minute advice. Also shown is 
Assistant Coach Randy Huie. Philion was also a coach for the Gonvick Trail Bulldogs and the Clearbrook-Gonvick Bears.

Gerald Melin, sophomore for the Red Lake County 
Mustangs up against the Clearbrook-Gonvick Bears on 
Thursday, January 28.

This is not a mask, it was a ball coming directly to Kaylee 
Westrum. She was not hurt with the ball. The Clearbrook-
Gonvick Bears hosted Walker-Hackensack-Akeley and 
won 60-55 last Thursday evening.

OBITUARIES

Obituary for
Leslie Pederson

Leslie Duane Pederson 
91, died on January 20, 2021, 
at home in Bemidji, MN. 

He was born during a 
cold and challenging time in 
U.S. history, on December 
19, 1929. His young parents, 
Margaret (Torgerson) Peder-
son, and Helmer “Kingfish” 
Pederson surely suffered eco-
nomic hardship and concern 
as they welcomed the first of 
six children into their tiny 
home in Gonvick, MN. Les-
lie’s siblings, Richard, Bev-
erly Harris, (who still lives in 
CA) Deloris “Lolly” Johnson, 
Darleen Nygaard, and baby 
sister Gloria Norsteun were 
all quite close throughout 
most of their lives. 

Leslie attended school in 
Gonvick but left his educa-
tion behind to work on sur-
rounding farms to help sup-
port his parent’s growing 
family. It would not be until 
1999 that he would obtain 
his high school diploma at 
the age of 70! 

Les, as he would be known 
by friends and family, loved 
anything with a motor--he 
was especially fond of driv-
ing large farm equipment. 
As soon as he 
was old enough, 
he had his father 
take him to the 
local recruiter’s 
office and he enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy. Although a mem-

ber of the U.S. Armed Forces 
for four years, Dad never 
“made it to sea.” Saddened 
by this, but not deterred, he 
took the first opportunity 
and accepted a job in Ice-
land. Over the coming years, 
Les would “travel the world,” 
going to places like Thai-
land, Iraq, and Libya. After 
his journeys, he returned to 
Gonvik for a short time, but 
eventually took up residence 
in the Minneapolis area. 
There he met and wed Ella 
Timmons. They adopted two 
children and remained mar-
ried for close to 25 years. Les 
was a member of the Local 
49 Operators Union, an avid 
(yet often frustrated) Viking 
fan, proud Democrat, and 
member of the American Le-
gion and Color Guard. At his 
core, he was a shy and ten-
der boy, but on the exterior, 
he was strong and could be 
fierce to defend and protect 
those people and issues he 
loved most. He returned to 
Northern Minnesota in the 
1990s when he became en-
gaged to a woman who had 
stolen his heart as a boy-
-Arlyss Torgerson. Dad spent 
the final quarter-century 
of his life working on farms 
in North Dakota, making 
maple syrup, picking straw-
berries, making lefsa, groom-
ing cross country ski trails, 
fishing in the summer and 
winter, cooking, baking, gar-
dening, caring for his prop-
erty on Lake Julia & helping 
neighbors with theirs, and 
spending time with friends 
at Slim’s! It is not surprising 
that he took his final breath 
on Inauguration Day, and 
once again left this earth in 
a “cold and challenging time 
for our nation.” 

There will not be an im-
mediate service, due to CO-
VID-19, however, we hope to 
celebrate and commemorate 
his life (when it is safe to do 
so) at Slim’s in Bemidji. Les-
lie will be laid to rest in the 
family plot at Samhold Lu-
theran Church in Gonvick.

Obituary for
Carolyn George

Carolyn Ann George, 67 
of Bagley passed away on 
Saturday, January 30, 2021 
at her home surrounded by 
her family. A visitation will 
be held Friday, February 
5th from 5-7pm at the Cease 
Family Home in Bagley. A 
celebration of her life will 
take place Saturday, Feb-
ruary 6th at 11 am with 
visitation 1 hour prior to 
the service with Pastor Bob 
Kirchman officiating. Inter-
ment will be at Norway Lake 
Cemetery in Leonard. Recep-
tion will follow at Alexis Bal-
lard residence: 43373 141st 
Avenue Clearbrook, MN. 

Carolyn was born De-
cember 11, 1953 in Bagley, 
MN. She was the daughter 
of Clarence Sr. and Birdie 
(Tenneson) George. Her fam-
ily lived in the Leonard area 
where she attended Dis-
trict 52 Country School in 
Leonard, then Bagley High 
School and later received her 
GED. On April 18th, 1973, 
her daughter Priscilla was 
born, and two years later on 
June 10th, 1975 her daugh-
ter Cindi was born. Carolyn 
raised her two daughters in 
the Leonard area. 

Over the years she worked 
various job up until she re-

tired and worked part time 
as a paraprofessional at the 
Red Lake High School. 

Her children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchild 
meant the world to her. She 
never missed a game event, 
or special occasion when it 
came to them. She also en-
joyed attending numerous 
concerts with her family. She 
always looked forward to the 
yearly fourth of July camping 
weekend at the lake, playing 
games, boating, and the “fun” 
antics around the campfire. 
She was a natural caretaker, 
she always put everyone else 
first, whether it was a fam-
ily member or a friend, you 
could always count of her to 
be there for them. She will be 
missed by all who knew her. 
We would like to say thank 
you mom and grandma for 
your endless love and sup-
port through the years. We 
love you and will forever 
miss you. 

She is survived by her two 
daughters, Priscilla (Dan) 
Johnson of Gonvick and Cin-
di (Steve) Ballard of Leon-
ard. Her five grandchildren, 
Alison (Austin) Kindem, 
Alexis (Trevor) Ballard, Ali-
yah Ballard, Skylar Ballard, 
and Carter Ballard. Her two 
great grandchildren, Ryder 
Kindem and baby Rogstad. 
Her sisters, Beverly (Ted) 
Lundmark, Marilyn Em-
ery, Joan Thalman, Donna 
Wendlant. Her numerous 
cousins, nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and nephews, 
and great great nieces and 
nephews. 

She is proceeded in death 
by her parents, Clarence Sr., 
and Birdie George. Her Sib-
lings: Tony George, Clarence 
George Jr., Milton George, 
Adeline Nelson, Georgie 
George, James George, Hel-
en Mathison, Irene Kimbrell, 
Jean Bennett, Betty Jagalo, 
Merle Thalman and Robert 
George.

Call or email for more 
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richards@gvtel.com
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