Letter from Director of Outreach and
Engagement Michelle Christopherson

Michelle Christopherson,
Director of Outreach and
Engagement

Greetings from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Crookston!

Last week, some of our stu-
dents departed campus, return-
ing home for Thanksgiving. All
students will wrap up their
fall semester entirely online.
Classes will resume in early
January in a hybrid/hyflex mo-
dality, including campus classes
as we did this fall. Basketball
practice is just getting started
and our hockey team will lace
up their skates in preparation
for an early January puck drop.
These certainly are things we
can all look forward to.

The UMN Crookston campus
United Way campaign con-
cluded in early November. We
reached our goal and raised ap-
proximately $6,050, funds that
will support families through-
out Polk County.

While COVID remains and
presents a variety of challenges
for many, everyone is experi-
encing fatigue of this global
pandemic, and we continue to
persevere in finding ways to be

creative with our time, finances
and relationships. Over the last
few months I have interviewed
more than 150 businesses in
northwest Minnesota regarding
business resiliency, part of the
mission of our campus’ Econom-
ic Development Administration
(EDA) Center. Responses, while
varying, are similar in many
ways and there are some posi-
tive messages gleaned from my
visits with local businesses
and organizations. A common
theme stated by many business
owners and representatives?
“It’s the people.” Business own-
ers and managers tell me that
their employees are their top
priority, and that the health and
well-being of their employees
and their families remains a
constant top priority.

Finding creative ways to
keep businesses open and their
staff employed remains a prior-
ity. The University, too, contin-
ues to explore ways to become
more efficient and yet offering
exceptional services to students.
Our campus budget remains
a priority, right up there with
maintaining quality academics
and student services. At the
beginning of this fiscal year, we
implemented a flexible budget
framework designed to address
anticipated financial shortfalls
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The COVID-19 adjusted budget
relied on assumptions that
represented our best forecast,
given the uncertainty about the
trajectory of the virus and its
impact on the University.

UMN Crookston has always
been nimble, as I reflect on my
20 years with the campus. From
Don Sargeant to Chuck Casey
and now Chancellor Mary Holz-

Clause, we continue to be entre-
preneurial in ways to champion
our roots, expand our reach
through online degrees and
focus on exceptional student
experiences. You will remem-
ber in the early 2000s we, the
Crookston campus, became the
Digital Campus Calling Center
for the entire U of M System.

The University offered an
early retirement incentive op-
tion (RIO). Twenty faculty and
staff recently took advantage
of this. While these faculty and
staff have made tremendous
contributions to our campus
community, they, too, made an
impact on thousands of students
and hundreds of colleagues over
their years. Their departures
will impact the campus and
our community and while the
makeup and number of em-
ployees will be reduced their
contributions over the years will
be treasured. Thank you.

Things are fluid, changing
daily and I think we all need
to be reminded to think about
ourselves every now and then;
self-care is important for each
of us to stay focused, persevere
and forge ahead. So eat more
cake, get outside, go for a walk,
play a card game, checkers/
chess or put a puzzle together.
If you need a puzzle, Tricia
Sanders can set you up, and
don’t forget to check in on one
another; something as simple
as a text or quick call can be a
game-changer.

I look forward to 2021 and
the creativity the University
of Minnesota Crookston will
champion as a strong commu-
nity partner within Crookston
and the surrounding communi-
ties and state.

Strategic Farming 2021: Let’s Talk Crops!

WORTHINGTON, Minn.
(11/24/2020)—Pull up a chair
and join in or bring the conver-
sation with you as you go about
your day. Whatever works best
for you, we hope you will join
us this winter to discuss some
of the key issues and questions
around crop production facing
Minnesota corn and soybean
farmers today. Sessions will
be held over Zoom, which can
be accessed via your computer,
phone or other mobile device,
and run from 8:30 to 9:00 am on
Wednesdays, January 6 through
March 24.

These online sessions will be
very informal and open to all in-
terested. Each session will start
with a brief presentation (about
10 minutes) by the discussion
leaders for the day, followed by
20 minutes of discussion, framed
around farmer/participant ques-
tions on the topic.

Speakers will include re-
searchers and educators from
the University of MN and North
Central region, as well as area
agency personnel. Topics and
speakers include:

* January 6: Corn hybrid
selection. Jeff Coulter, Exten-
sion Corn Agronomist, Dean
Malvick, Extension Plant Pa-
thologist and Tom Hoverstad,
Researcher

+ January 13: Soybean va-
riety selection. Seth Naeve,
Extension Soybean Agronomist
and Dean Malvick, Extension
Plant Pathologist

+ January 20: Herbicide
Technology traits: What to use
where, when, and how? Debalin
Sarangi, Extension Weed Spe-
cialist and Tom Peters, Exten-
sion Sugarbeet Agronomist

+ January 27: Broadcast-
ing versus Banding P & K. Jeff
Vetsch, Researcher and Dan
Kaiser, Extension Nutrient
Management Specialist

* February 3: Third crops
ready to work for you. Jochum
Wiersma, Extension Small
Grains Specialist and Craig
Sheaffer, Forage Specialist

* February 10: We've got you
covered: The latest on cover crop
research and tools you can use.
Axel Garcia y Garcia, Sustain-
able Cropping Systems, Anna
Cates, Extension State Soil
Health Specialist and Gregg
Johnson, Biomass Cropping
Systems

* February 17: Adjusting
Soil pH to Maximize Crop Pro-
duction. Dan Kaiser, Extension
Nutrient Management Special-
ist and Jeff Vetsch, Researcher

* February 24: The Nuts'n

Bolts of On-Farm Research -
Doin'it right. R.L. (Bob) Nielsen,
Extension Corn Specialist, Pur-
due University and Seth Naeve,
Extension Soybean Specialist

* March 3: Making every
acre pay. Naeem Kalwar, Ex-
tension Soil Health Specialist,
North Dakota State University,
Tanner Bruse, MN Ag & Con-
servation Programs Manager,
Pheasants Forever and Alan
Lepp, NRCS

* March 10: What insects
are bugging your corn this
year? Ken Ostlie, Extension
Entomologist and Bruce Pot-
ter, Extension Integrated Pest
Management Specialist

* March 17: SCN: So tough
a threat, it warrants a coalition.
Greg Tylka, Nematologist, lowa
State University, Seth Naeve,
Extension Soybean Agronomist
and Samuel Markell, Extension
Broadleaf Plant Pathologist,
North Dakota State University

* March 24: Stand Estab-
lishment for corn and soybean.

Essentia Health

Seth Naeve, Extension Soybean
Agronomist, Jeff Coulter, Ex-
tension Corn Agronomist and
Dean Malvick, Extension Plant
Pathologist

For more details on each
session and to register, go to:
https://z.umn.edu/strategic-
farming. You need only register
once for the whole program
series. At registration, please
take a moment to let us know
what questions you would like
highlighted during the discus-
sions. There is no charge to
participate, and sessions will be
recorded and posted for viewing
later at your convenience.

If you are not familiar with
Zoom, details will be included at
registration on how to access the
sessions on your computer (all
you need is the link) or mobile
device.

We hope you will take this
opportunity to join with U of MN
Extension in discussing crop
topics at our “Strategic Farm-
ing: Let’s Talk Crops!” program!

offering heart screen

Essentia Health in Fargo
is now offering a heart screen,
which can identify signs of heart
conditions before symptoms ap-
pear. The screening is an afford-
able, painless and non-invasive
way to detect heart disease in its
early stages. You can trust the
experienced experts at Essentia
Health for a safe, accurate and
comprehensive screening to keep
your heart strong for a lifetime.

The heart screen costs $50
and includes the following:

+ Lipid profile - lab test to
measure cholesterol and heart
disease risk factor

+ Calcium scoring —a CT scan
to check for deposits of calcium
(hardened plaque) within the
walls of your heart’s arteries

* EKG —an electrocardiogram

(EKG) shows your heart’s electri-
cal activity and heart rhythm

+ Consult with a cardiology
provider — assess your risk fac-
tors based on history and physi-
cal findings

The heart screen is suggested
for men over age 40 and women
over age 50 who have risk factors
for heart disease and/or family
history of early heart disease.
The testing and consult with a
provider take about two hours
to complete. The provider will
explain the results of your CT
scan, EKG and lipid profile at
the time of your consult and de-
termine next steps in your care
or treatment.

The heart screen is avail-
able to current Essentia Health
patients and those who are not.

Christmas Offerings at
Erskine Community Center

Do you need help providing
a Christmas meal for yourself
and or your family this year? If
you are a family or individual in
need please sign up for the free
Christmas dinner served out of
the Erskine community center
on Christmas day starting at
5 PM. This year we are only
offering takeout and delivery
services, no dine in. If you would
like to receive a Christmas din-
ner please call to get on either
take out or delivery list by
December 18. We're going to do

this as safe as possible. Take out
times will be arranged.

Also new this year is a
Christmas food box distribution.
Perhaps you need help putting
together a Christmas meal but
you still want to cook it yourself.
I can help with that too. This
year a limited number of pre-
packed Christmas food bundles
will be available for those in
need. It might not be every-
thing you need but it will help
towards your dinner. Boxes will
be available on December 21.
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NW Angle Businesses Unite
to Save Ice Fishing Season

There is a very special area
of the United States that as a
result of the U.S. / Canada bor-
der closure, has been basically
cut off from civilization and
their customers since March. In
order to travel there, one has to
drive through Canada about 40
miles before entering back into
the U.S.

It is the northernmost point
in the contiguous United States.
It is where the 14,552 islands of
Lake of the Woods begin. It is
home to about a dozen resorts
and the area boasts some of the
best fishing in the Midwest. It
is Minnesota’s NW Angle.

Most never imagined back
in March when the U.S. / Can-
ada border was shut down that
things would last this long. So
far, local fishing resorts have
been cut off from customers
since the last two weeks of
March with no end in sight.

There is a way to travel
to the Angle and stay out of
Canada. It consists of crossing
big Lake of the Woods which is
the size of a great lake, about
40 miles to the resorts with the

majority of it big open water, or
in the case of this winter, ice.

There is a well groomed
snowmobile trail across the
lake which is a great option if
you snowmobile. One could fly
up but with no airport, landing
on the ice isn’t realistic for most
visitors.

Facing another season of
virtually no revenue, the com-
munity has pulled together and
come up with a solution, the NW
Angle Guest Ice Road. There
have been ice roads on Lake of
the Woods for many years allow-
ing anglers access to good fish-
ing areas, but never an ice road
that extended from the south
shore of Lake of the Woods all
of the way up to the NW Angle.
That is about to change.

When the ice is thick enough
to accommodate vehicles, most
likely in early January through
March, visiting ice anglers will
have the opportunity to pur-
chase a pass and drive the road
both over ice and then through
a forest up to the NW Angle.

“This is a monumental task
and it is amazing to see the

NW Angle area pull together to
save their ice fishing season,”
explains Joe Henry, Executive
Director, Lake of the Woods
Tourism. “This project is abso-
lutely necessary to save some
resorts who have had little to
no revenue since March. Small
business owners bringing to
the table their entrepreneurial
spirit, can-do attitudes, and
decades of wisdom to make this
happen. The NW Angle is spe-
cial and this is community and
teamwork at its finest.”

The NW Angle Guest Ice
Road will begin at Springsteel
Resort just south of the Cana-
dian border on the SW corner of
Lake of the Woods. The ice road
will make its way north staying
on U.S. ice up to the border cut
trail, a road through a forest
where it will end up connecting
to one of the main roads up at
the Angle. From this road, NW
Angle resorts and the incredible
ice fishing experiences they pro-
vide will be accessible. Details
and updates can be found on
the NW Angle Guest Ice Road’s
Facebook page @nwaiceroad.

What is Estate Planning? Why Does is Matter?

by Stephen P. Astrup, JD

Estate planning helps you
manage and document many
important decisions to ensure
they are carried out after your
death, including wishes for your
finances, health care and prop-
erty. It may seem daunting, but
it’s a worthwhile process that
can make life easier for you and
your loved ones.

Research suggests approxi-
mately 60 percent of adults
in the US have no estate plan
because factors, such as age and
socioeconomic status, often in-
fluence the perception of estate
planning. However, estate plan-
ning isn’t just for older adults or
the wealthy.

Estate plans are meant to
act as a road map, charting the
course for your wishes — both
health care and personal pos-
sessions. They are tailored to
each person’s individual goals,
requirements, financial situa-
tion and specific circumstances.
No two plans are alike. Plans
can, and should, be modified as
you age and your life circum-
stances change.

You MUST call and sign up to
get a box before December 18th.

Remember to call and either
sign up for a box or to get on a
delivery/takeout list by Decem-
ber 18!

Call 218-687-2157 or call/
text 218-280-2992.

Some common misconcep-
tions about estate planning
include:

+ Assuming it will “all work
out.” Many people believe they
know what will happen with
their property at death. Unfor-
tunately, expectations are often
far from reality.

* Fear of upsetting family
harmony. It’s nearly impossible
to please everyone, but doing
nothing has the most potential
for creating fractured relation-
ships among family members,
especially siblings. Creating
an estate plan and offering
transparency to your decision-
making process is the best way
to mitigate family conflict.

* Cost and time. It's a mis-
conception that estate planning
is a time-consuming and expen-
sive endeavor. By not planning,
you will likely increase the cost
and time in the future your
family will spend with an estate
planning attorney to make deci-
sions for you if you are unable
to or have passed away.

All adults should have the
following documents in place
in the event you are unable to
communicate your wishes or
you die:

+ A will makes sure your
assets go to the people you
want, and that any underage
children or other dependents
are cared for by the appropriate
people. In addition, your will
indicates a personal representa-

tive who has agreed to carry out
your wishes. It’s best to have a
conversation with this person
before naming them as repre-
sentative. A will can also ease
disputes that may arise among
your beneficiaries (e.g., spouse,
children, relatives, etc.). It’s
beneficial to sit down with your
family to discuss the contents
of your will, but making deci-
sions about how to distribute
your property in your will is
your choice.

* Durable power of attorney
(finances and real property).
The durable power of attorney
designates one or more indi-
viduals (called an attorney-in-
fact) to either make or help you
make decisions related to your
finances if you are unable. You
should provide an original du-
rable power of attorney to your
attorney(s)-in-fact.

* Health care directive
(health). The health care direc-
tive designates one or more
individuals (called health care
agents) to either make or help
you make decisions related to
your health if you are unable
to communicate your wishes.
It’s usually helpful to consult
with your personal physician
when outlining your direc-
tives, as they can often provide
thoughtful insight to guide your
decision making. Provide a copy
of your health care directive to
your health care agent(s) and
your physician. While it can be
a stressful thing to consider,
it can be much harder on your
family if they have to guess how
you would want to be cared for
or the health care decisions you
would make in a medical crisis.

Documenting your wishes is
one of the greatest gifts you can
give to those who love you. The
time and energy spent on mak-
ing estate-planning decisions
today will help ease the burden
of your loved ones while giving
you peace of mind.

Contact an estate attorney
to help document your wishes.

Stephen Astrup, JD, is regu-
latory and project counsel with
Hospice of the Red River Valley.
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Identify winter birds in backyards

Birds flittering around the
neighborhood are a common
sight during spring and sum-
mer, and these welcome guests
can be enjoyable to observe as
they nest, feed and interact.
When the weather cools in fall
and winter, many birds seek
out warmer climates, but a
good number of these feathered
friends stick around.

Certain birds can be found
all winter long across regions
of North America. The Great
American Bird Count is a pro-
gram that is run by the Cornell
Laboratory of Ornithology and
the National Audubon Society.
Its purpose is to seek the help of
volunteer birdwatchers across
North America to observe and
count all the birds seen in a
15-minute interval during a
four-day data collection period.
This program helps identify
birds that are most commonly
seen in cold temperatures and
study the composition and
distribution of the winter bird
populations across North Amer-
ica. Birds seen during this time

may change from year to year,
though certain species are more
likely to be around in the winter
months.

- Northern cardinals: One of
the more iconic winter birds, the
bright red cardinals are around
much of the year but perhaps
most noticeable against the
snowy, stark landscape of a win-
ter's day. Cardinals use their
bright, powerful bills to crack
open seeds and cut through sug-
ary fruits to help them survive
the winter.

- Tree sparrows: Tree spar-
rows are large-bodied and long-
tailed sparrows with gray and
reddish-brown streaking along
the edges of their feathers. They
also wear a bright chestnut col-
ored cap. Despite their name,
tree sparrows spend much
of their time on the ground
feeding. The bird count has
unveiled a greater number of
tree swallows in recent years.
These birds are insectivorous,
so milder winters may be con-
tributing to their increased
presence.

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE

OPEN 9 A.M. - 4 P.M.
CLOSED SUNDAYS
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FORMERLY L&M DISCOUNT

GROCERIES
IS NOW

DUTCH OVEN BAKERY

*Fresh baked bread, rolls, cookies & pies
* Fresh donuts & coffee
Friday & Saturday mornings

Opening Day December 3

This Christmas sit back & relax
and let Dutch Oven Bakery do the

We also have homemade candies
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- Tufted titmice: Tufted tit-
mice resemble cardinals in body
and head shape, albeit on a
smaller scale, but they are pale
gray in coloring. These are bold
birds who defend territory with
scolding calls.

- Blue jays: These common,
vibrant birds are well known
to many people. They are large-
crested songbirds with broad,
round tails. They have white
or light gray feathering on the
underside of their bodies with
various shades of blue, black
and white on the top. A favorite
food is acorns, and these birds
are often found on forest edges.
Their calls are loud and carry
long distances.

-Mourning doves: Many peo-
ple hear mourning doves before
they actually see them, as their
soft cooing often comes from
roof rafters and tree branches.
These birds have plump bodies
and long, tapered necks, with
a head that looks particularly
small in comparison. They tend
to be brown to buff color. When
the birds take off for flight, their
wings make sharp whistling or
whinnying sounds.

- American goldfinches:
These birds are sometimes
called the "wild canary" of the
Americas. They have distinc-
tive yellow plumage that fades
in winter to a palette of buff,
brown and gray. They're small
seed-eating birds that often
travel in flocks.

Birds may need a little help
surviving in the winter. Keep
fresh, unfrozen water around
and supplement food scavenged
with peanut butter, suet and
nuts. Brush piles, roost boxes or
birdhouses can provide needed
shelter.

AD DEADLINE

FRIDAYS NOON

Today In Banking

Some “Straight Talk” On Banking Today ... That Can Make Banking Better For You...

Do Your Banking Without
Leaving Your Car

n 1930, Popular Mechanics Magazine reported a St. Louis
bank was the first to open a Drive-Thru window to allow
customers to make deposits without leaving their cars.

Today you can cash checks, make deposits, withdrawals, loan payments
and other transactions from the comfort of your car. Our Drive-Thru is
especially handy when the weather is bad or you're in a hurry.
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Polk County
L Sheriff )

Chimney

Fire

On 11/28/2020 at 0234 the
Polk County Sheriff’s Office
along with the Mentor Fire
Department were dispatched
to 16233 340th ST SE rural
Mentor for a chimney fire.
Mentor Fire along with Depu-
ties arrived on scene and the
house had large flames coming
from the Chimney with heavy
smoke coming from the house.
The occupants of the house were
checked out by Fertile EMS and
released without injury’s.

Assisting agencies Erskine
Fire, Fertile Fire and MN State
Fire Marshall.

No further information will
be released

Did you
know?

Consumers who want to
support local businesses should
know that positive product
reviews can be a great and effec-
tive way to do just that. Accord-
ing to Business2Community.
com, 88 percent of consumers
trust online reviews as much
as personal recommendations.
In addition, customers are
likely to spend 31 percent more
on a business with "excellent"
reviews, while 72 percent of
consumers say that positive
reviews make them trust local
businesses more. The 2018 Re-
viewTrackers Online Reviews
Stats report found that star rat-
ings affect consumer behavior,
as 80 percent of consumers say
they trust 4-, 4.5- and 5-star
ratings the most. The good news
for consumers is that product
reviews need not be long to be
effective. ReviewTrackers notes
that the average review is now
roughly the size of a tweet and
has gotten 65 percent shorter
since 2010. That means it's
simple, quick and effective to
support local businesses via
online reviews of their products.

Brooks, MN ¢ 218-698-4608

KM[M #OM)IA/ Check Facebook for specials!

11-7pm Sun. - Thurs.

and 11-8pm Fri. & Sat.
TAKE out ONLY!

No Klub this week!
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Minnesota State High
School Clay Target League
Completes Fall Season

St Paul, Minnesota —The
Minnesota State High School
Clay Target League completed
its 2020 Fall Season on No-
vember 22nd with the release
of the season’s final standings
and awards list. This fall over
3900 athletes from 139 teams
registered to compete in the
annual fall program.

“The League congratu-
lates the top student athletes
this season, and thanks all of
the coaches and parents that
worked hard to ensure that
students had the opportunity to
participate this fall.” said John
Nelson, President of the Min-
nesota State High School Clay
Target League. “It shows the
dedication and determination
of the thousands of coaches and
volunteers that donate their
time and experience into setting
up and managing their local
schools’ teams during these
remarkable times”

The full list of awards along
with final standings can be
found at: http://mnclaytarget.
com/2020/11/17/2020-fall-sea-
son-conferences-awards/

The Minnesota State High
School Clay Target League is a
member of the USA Clay Tar-
get League, the nation’s larg-
est youth clay target shooting
sport program with over 35,000
athletes in 2019. The League
offers Trap, Skeet, Sporting
Clays, and 5-Stand leagues to
secondary and postsecondary
schools across the country. The
League is the only 100% school-
approved clay target shooting
sport program in America.

The League’s co-ed and adap-
tive nature are key attrac-
tions to schools nationwide.
The League is fully Title IX
compliant with both male and
female athletes competing on
the same team. Additionally,
it’s an ‘adaptive’ sport, which
allows students with physical
disabilities to take part. The

League is also the safest sport
in high school and college with
no reported injuries since the
inception of the League in 2001.
Each athlete must complete
firearm safety certification be-
fore participation.

“We take pride in that ath-
letes of all types are able to
participate,” Nelson said. “Clay
target shooting sports are a safe
and fun activity that anyone
can enjoy.”

The League attracts stu-
dent athletes to participate in
shooting sports while creating
a ‘virtual’ competition among
teams. Travel is minimal be-
cause practice and competition
are conducted at a shooting
range near the school’s location.
Conferences are determined by
team size rather than geograph-
ic location for fair competition.

Athletes earn True Team®
scoring points as determined by
their performance and ranking
against all athlete scores within
their team’s conference. The
team score and overall stand-
ing are calculated by adding
the earned points from qualify-
ing athletes and posted on the
League's website. Athletes and
their families track their indi-
vidual and team performance on
their phone, tablet or computer
via the Shooter Performance
Tracker®.

The USA Clay Target League
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation and is the independent
provider of clay target shooting
sports for secondary and post-
secondary schools. The League’s
priorities are safety, fun, and
marksmanship — in that order.

WE MAKE BOOKS!

Richards Publishing
Gonvick 487-5225
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Head Start Positions Available
Inter-County Community Council is accepting
applications for openings in our Head Start de-
partment:
Health Coordinator: 40 hours a week, year
round, office in Thief River Falls, MN with travel to
satellite offices, the first 4 weeks will be located in Oklee
for training. Position supports staff serving families of children
ages birth to 5 years to meet Head Start health requirements fo-
cusing on data monitoring, referrals, and staff training; minimum
of Bachelor Degree in health/related field; experience in health
field and with young children preferred. Additional training will
be provided. Must be able to pass a background check.

Lead Teacher: 40 hours a week, 10 month position, classroom
located in Bagley, MN. Work with a team to provide care and
education to 4 years olds in a classroom setting; primary duties
include writing lesson plans, leading group activities, supervising
children, documenting child progress, as well as providing guid-
ance and supervision to 2 team members. Must be able to pass
a background check. Position requires a 2 year degree in early
childhood education or related degree with experience. Experi-
ence with children preferred, additional training will be provided.

Application and position specific information, including job du-
ties, salary and educational requirements are available on our
website at www.intercountycc.org . Send completed application
and resume to Inter-County Community Council, Human Re-
sources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.
org. Applications must be received by 4:30PM on Monday,
December 14", Call 218-796-5144 x1028 for more information.

HeLP WANTED: SHOCK ABSORBER TECHNICIAN

Carver Performance of Fosston, MN is seeking a full time, sea-
sonal, shock tech that could lead to a permanent position.

Duties include dis-assemble, inspection, repairing and rebuild-
ing shock absorbers for the powersports Industry. (Snowmobiles,
ATVs, SxS)

Experience preferred, but will train. Wages DOE.Carver Perfor-
mance is a fun, low pressure work environment with customers
from all around the world.

There will be involvement with some of the top Snowmobile race
teams in North America.

For more information about us, see our website at www.carver-
performance.com Call Mike at 218-435-5670 or stop by at 803
11th St NW Fosston, MN 56542 for application.

R36-37C
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4 Custodian I )

Facilities Management Department

The Polk County Facilities Department has an immediate opening for a
full time, benefitted Custodian I position. This position performs a variety
of custodial duties including emptying trash, sweeping, mopping and
vacuuming floors, cleaning restrooms, and ordering and stocking supplies.

This position will be assigned a primary location, however, will be
required to work at multiple facility locations as needed and assigned,
including the jail. Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED.
Previous custodial experience is preferred but not required. A valid
driver’s license is required for this position. Wage range for this position
is $15.54 - $19.75/hour DOE and qualifications. An application and full
job description can be found on Polk County’s website: www.co.polk.
mn.us - click on Careers or contact the Polk County Administrator’s Office
at (218) 281-5408. Please send your completed application and resume
to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room
211, Crookston, MN 56716, or e-mail directly to alecia.helms@co.polk.
mn.us All qualified applicants will be considered for employment. This

\ﬁlled EOE wsita )

SORT LINE OPERATOR I OR 11 )
————POLK COUNTY INCINERATOR———

The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has an opening for a
full-time Sort Line Operator I or II. Primary duties include sorting or
separating recyclable or problem materials from the recyclables and
solid waste delivered to the facility. Position also required to clean
equipment and to perform basic maintenance on, as well as operate
conveyors, & equipment. Applicants must possess a high school diploma
or equivalent. A valid MN driver’s license and pre-employment physical
exam are required. Wage range for this position is $14.66 - $19.75/hour,
DOE and qualifications. Interested individuals may contact the Polk
County Incinerator at 218-435-6501 or the Polk Administrator’s Office
at 218-281-5408. An application and job description can be obtained
at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on Careers. Please mail your
completed application and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s
Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716 or e-mail
alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us. This position will be remain open until

JOIN OUR TEAM

Essentia Health Fosston Openings
POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN
FULL TIME, PART TIME, AND CASUAL STATUS.

Essentia Health Living Center is now Hiring:
CNAs
LPNs
RNs

Essentia Health Hospital:
Environmental Service Tech/ Housekeeper
Paramedic
RN

Essentia Health offers competitive salary and benefits

Apply at: www.EssentiaCareers.org
EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled

R29tfn

BUSINESS SERVICES

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

Please Call Us
for a Quote

218-253-2585 - 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 + 907 Main Avenue South 29 Gauge Painted or
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 + Fallsbuidlingcenter.com e VER e RS-z Nateleilsle}

* Post-Frame Buildings + Garages or Siding Available.
* Building Materials * Shops CALL FOR
+ Siding and Roofing ~ * Homes CURRENT PRICING

* Windows RtfnC

1)

TJ UNDERGROUND INC
Directional Drilling Services
Call us for your Directional Drilling Needs!

218-487-5230

=

Olson Gravel, Inc.

Excavating & Concrete
(218) 268-4765

PAA
PROFESSIONAL

The Clearbrook-Gonvick
School has an opening for
a full-time para professional.
This position will be working
directly with students. Ap-
plicants must have passed
or be able to pass a para pro

Glearbrook, Minnesota

TJ Underground Inc, is seek-

ing to hire competent, reliable

workers for underground utility

projects specializing in the in-
stallation of fiber optic cable.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR

Laborers, Directional Drill

Operators, and CDL drivers.

R49-TFC

test and pass a background
check. Please submit letter

L To apply call 218-487-5230

\

of interest, resume, and two
references to:
Clearbrook-Gonvick School

RUMMAGE SALE -
Embassy basement 3rd/
Eaton, Fosston, Friday
Dec. 4" (most items 50¢)
Saturday, Dec. 5™ ($3
bag day, bags supplied)
Avariety of Christmas items
also. 9 am-noon both days.
Masks are required.

FACILITY YARD OPERATOR

The Polk County Incinerator, Fosston, MN has an opening for a full-
time Facility Yard Operator position. Duties include but are not limited
to: Screening incoming material loads, directing and assisting the
public with proper waste disposition, aggregating materials, maintaining
material receiving areas and containers, processing incoming material
loads, loading/unloading material transfer containers/trailers, performing
basic cleaning/maintenance of equipment, facilities and grounds, and
completing basic tracking/reporting functions. High school diploma or
GED and a minimum 3 years of experience operating various types of
heavy equipment, or equivalent combination of education and experience.
A valid driver’s license is required. Wage range for this position is $15.54 -
$19.75/hour, DOE and qualifications. Interested individuals may contact
the Fosston Incinerator at 218-435-6501 or the Polk Administrator’s
Office at 218-281-5408. To obtain an application and full job description
go to: www.co.polk.mn.us and click on Careers. Please submit your
application and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, Polk
County Government Center, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston,
MN 56716 or to the Polk County/Fosston Incinerator, 708 8 Street NW,
Fosston, MN 56542. Applications may also be emailed directly to jon.
steiner@co.polk.mn.us or alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us . This position

@osition will remain open until filled. EEO.  rssten Y, 16770 Clearwater Lake Rd
Clearbrook, MN 56634
Attn: Carl Dugstad
SUBMIT YOUR EMPLOYMENT ADS Email: cdugstad@clearbrook-
to richards@gvtel.cnm (gonvick.k12.mn.us  rasasc
- N ( ~

R32TFC

\Will remain open until filled. EOE )

HELP
WANTED

The Clearbrook-Gonvick
School has a full-time opening
for a Cook for the 20-21 school
year. Hours would be 7-2 daily

Household

FLOORING SALE: In-stock as low
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates.
Installation available. Mireault’s
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN,
218-435-6171 or 800-545-617 1mstse-c

Excellent Prices on Concrete #4 and #5 Rebar
(Steel or Fiberglass Rebar)

Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available
Basement & septic installation
We deliver anywhere!

*Wash <Beach Sand <Class 5 Mod *River Rock
*Peat Black Dirt *Road Gravel *Rip Rap
Service with Front Discharge Trucks

061-0SW

301 Lambert St * Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com ¢ 218-796-5131

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
¢ Building Materials Sales * Windows & Window Treatments
* Paints & Painting Supplies

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!
We're glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

02TFC

Mattresses NEW Queen sets $229
Full Size Set $199. Twin Set $169, King
Pillowtop Set $399. All Styles, And Sizes
Available Pick-Up Or Delivery. Brother’s
Furniture, One Customer At-A-Time
Service Since 2012. A Family Business
218-766-0064

WANTED

Tillable land for rent.
Chad Dyrdahl
218-280-1015

R35-46C R37-40C

For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225

4 TRI-COUNTY CANARY

while school is in session.
Must enjoy working with kids,
S i o S POINSETTIA WORD SEARCH
pass ServSafe food safety
training and test, and pass a
background check. Previous Q X I G NI M 0 OL B N B UTI X THD G
e conae| | € C U F ESTIVEDNZNNPGED
Robin Proffitat 218-776-3112| [ T T N A L P A R M E I E E S X I R K E
ext. 320 or Melissa McCoy Q B C T 0O K P H Z 0 Q U UTV E OO0V DR
at 218-776-3112 ext. 105. K 0o T R L CP X Q UDUPTCY UWLUHTE X R
Position is open until filled. P T DAU CTFEFTIUTETLTNUAUSTIKTETCTDUHO
/ /T A EDTIODNIXTCYURSSTLTEA ATIXST SU
D N GI R OLOEOBMILUOSMAMS VS
L I U TVYESTIMTFFLIBA AMZOY H
P C NI X K A R HTEOEBGIB Z T S U
E A A O S F V KRFAIRIBTIWPIDMMTE B
F L C N KUETTIWPOQRCIKUDTUPATEC
R B H ETWBSPTINYL ORBDOUPCY
L ANDSCAPTIWNUGI KW HT CTTT S A E
L I I G R ONWPFTIOCOQU®PTECTURN
L L X RYVY CDTIHOIULTIUDAYDENTEM
A C I R E M AL ARTNVET CV 0O D H NN
vV 6 U B CHIRTISTMAS SN RTGCUG QU ONTP
U MNIRY TP Q Z R AGMM BRMHWZPX Z S D
B HM KA Z R RIRMIK Z D S L E G ENDD
POINSETTIA WORD SEARCH  Answers on page 5
AMBASSADOR CENTRAL AMERICA HOLIDAY PLANT
AZTEC CHRISTMAS LANDSCAPING POTTED
BLOOMING DECEMBER LEAVES RED
BOTANICAL DECORATION LEGEND TRADITION
BRACTS FESTIVE MEXICO UNIQUE
CARE FOLKLORE

Wednesday, December 2, 2020



BUY THIS MONUMENT
$895.00

Custom
granite
monuments
designed
fo fit your
needs.

Buy Factory
Direct!
Avoid Funeral
Home &
Salesman
Commission!

NESS GRANITE WORKS

3 miles N. on Hwy 59, Detroit Lakes, MN
800-309-5191 = www.nessgraniteworks.com
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OBITUARIES

Obituary for
Beverly Charles

Beverly Bonnie Charles, of
Clearbrook MN, passed away
on November 20th, 2020 at
Sanford Hospital in Bemidji,
MN. Due to Covid restrictions
a private burial will be held
for immediate family only
with a Celebration of Life to
follow at a later date when
restrictions are lifted.

Beverly Bonnie Buness
was born March 19th, 1934
in Clover Township to parents
Karl & Anna Buness. As a
young girl she and her family
moved to Sinclair Township.
She attended school in Clover,
Sinclair, and Clearbrook High
School where she received
her GED.

Beverly married the love of
her life Mayhlon Charles on
August 11th, 1951. From this
union 9 children were born.
Mitchell (Rhonda) Charles of
Bordulac, ND, Cheryl Olson of
Bemidji, MN, Shawn Charles,

Chris (Shirley) Charles of
Carrington, ND, Sue Charles
(Randy Olson) of Goodridge,
MN , Brian (Barb) Charles of
Arcadia, NE, Scott Charles
of Spring Valley, WI, Merry
Charles of Bagley, MN, Kim
Charles (Rick Battles) of Red
Lake Falls, MN. She was
blessed with 14 grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren.

Beverly was very busy
when her children were grow-
ing up. Much canning, gar-
dening, berry picking, and
everyday duties.

Beverly was active in
many volunteer duties in
Clearwater County: Sheriff
Reserve, Hospice, the local Se-
nior Center, Good Samaritan
Center, and also taught Fire-
arm Safety. Beverly was one
of many who helped restore
the Seljord Church. She orga-
nized a program each summer
to raise money for restoration
of the church. Restoration was
completed after 30 years.

Beverly enjoyed deer and
bear hunting. In her lifetime
of hunting she shot 88 deer
and 8 bears.

She was proceeded in
death by her husband, par-
ents, infant son (Shawn), 2
half-brothers, 4 half-sisters,
2 brothers-in-law, 1 sister-in-
law, and a sister.

She is survived by 2 sis-
ters Jan Dreyer (Bemidji),
Marilyn (Ron) Vieter (Bemi-
dji), 1 brother Duane Buness
(East Grand Forks), 8 of her
children, her grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and
many friends whom she held
dear to her heart.

Obituary for

Bonnie Crudup
Bonnie Espirito Crudup
was born October 3rd, 1949
in Thief River Falls, MN.
She was the daughter of Carl
and Edith Holthusen. Bonnie
was the middle child of 11
children, always having older
and younger siblings to enjoy
life with while growing up on
a farm near Grygla, MN.
She attended worship and
Sunday School at a church in
Thorhult, MN which was once
a country schoolhouse where
her mother Edith taught all
8 grades. Elementary school
included a country school in
Spruce Grove township and
Grygla Elementary School.
Bonnie graduated from Go-
odridge High School in 1967.
In 1968, Bonnie and two
older sisters moved to Se-
attle, WA. Her two sisters
later returned to Minnesota
but Bonnie chose to stay and
make her life in Washington.
Bonnie worked for an in-
surance company in Seattle
and met her first husband
Edward Espirito. They had
2 children, Keith and Kevin
Espirito. She started a new
journey and relocated to Spo-
kane, WA where she attended
Spokane Falls Community
College and received an As-
sociates of Arts degree. She
met her current husband,
James Crudup in 1980. They
had two children, Eric and

Amie. James also had a son,
James Jr., from a previous
marriage. Bonnie and James
enjoyed raising family to-
gether. Bonnie worked at the
Audobon Elementary School,
Spokane Police Department
and the Spokane Parks and
Recreation Department until
her retirement.

Bonnie and James lived a
beautiful life of 41 years until
her death from esophageal
cancer. She passed away
peacefully at her home with
family at her side on Novem-
ber 5th, 2020. She was 71
years old.

Bonnie will be remem-
bered for her kindness, as
she was always helping and
thinking of others. Her great
sense of humor made every-
one smile or laugh.

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice was held in Spokane, WA
on November 13, 2020. May
her memory be blessed.

Bonnie is survived by her
husband James Crudup, Spo-
kane, WA, children Keith
(Janet) Espirito, Edgewood,
WA, Kevin (Beth) Espirito, In-
dianapolis, IN, James Crud-
up, Jr, Spokane, WA, Eric
Crudup, Portland, OR, Amie
Crudup (Jeremy Warden),
Spokane, WA, grandchil-
dren Allison (J.D.) Hartman,
Cierra Jones, Avery Hob-
ert, Maya and Alex Espirito,
great grandchildren Atticus
and Annabelle Hartman,
sisters and brothers Dian
(Andy) Lopez, Alexandria,
MN, Gail (Roger) Holbeck,
Sioux Falls, SD, Linda Vettel
(friend Ron Cluff), Bemidji,
MN, Donna (Richard) Jones,
Moorhead, MN, Dale (Connie)
Holthusen, Mount Horeb,
WI, Roy (Teresa) Holthu-
sen, Thief River Falls, MN,
Connie (Tony) Moe, Grygla,
MN, Terri (Henry) Klasen,
Roseau, MN and a number of
nieces and nephews. Bonnie is
preceded in death by her par-
ents, Edith and Carl Holthu-
sen, sister, Jean Holthusen,
brother, Glen Holthusen, and
nephew, Andrew Klasen.

Auto Insurance

No Surcharge Promise says you will never pay a higher rate as the
result of accidents or violations — a benefit that some competitors

now attempt to copy, though we’ve been offering

it for over 50 years!

From our Good Student Discount (which applies
through age 25) to our new Loyalty Discount to
our Multi-Policy Discount and more, you're bound
to find ways to lower your premium while receiving
the same great coverage that Western National

policyholders know and deserve.

Lori Melby
QL >, \'#
Secwnity State Ugency. 55
56742

Phone 218-796-5157

037C

Cheative

GRAPHIC
DESIGN.....

Our Services
Flyers

Banners

Door Hangers
Yard Signs
Postcards
Business Cards
Newspaper Ads
Letterhead

Brochures
Calendars
Books

O
o Richards

Publishing Company
SUE OR ALISSA
218-487-5225

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

Obituary for

Robin Gunning

Robin Rae Gunning, age
67, passed away Monday,
November 16, 2020, at the
University of Minnesota Fair-
view Hospital.

A memorial visitation is
planned for Saturday, Decem-
ber 5, from 11:00 am — 1:00
pm at Cease Funeral Home
Chapel in Bagley, MN.

Robin was born in Bagley
on August 12, 1953, to Law-
rence and Devona Westrum.
She grew up on a farm near
Leonard and was the eldest of
5 children. She had an adven-
turous spirit and an unrelent-
ing love of reading. As a young
child, her Grandpa Arvid’s
stories of Sweden and the
many places he traveled ig-
nited a curiosity in the world
beyond her backyard. In her,
he instilled a passion for
reading as he told her read-
ing lets you travel the world
without ever leaving home.
This was the beginning of a
lifelong passion that became
her hobby, her career, and
her inspiration to her daugh-
ter, grandsons, nieces, and
nephews, and the hundreds of
students she inspired.

She graduated from Clear-
brook High School in 1972.
Her caring heart led her to
Thief River Falls Community
College to begin training as a
nurse. However, like many
students, plans changed, and
she and her future sister-in-
law headed to Minneapolis to
work at Minister’s Life Insur-
ance Company.

On May 31, 1975, she mar-
ried Douglas Gunning at Our
Saviors Lutheran Church in
Leonard, MN; this was the be-
ginning of a fabulous 45-year
adventure. Their daughter,
and forever joy, Gretchan was

born in December 1976. The
family lived in the Clearbrook
area for many years. Robin
returned to college studying
English Literature and Sec-
ondary Education at Bemidji
State University. She and her
family moved in 1986 to Owa-
tonna, MN, to complete her
education at Mankato State
University, earning a degree
in Library Science and Media.
The family moved to Prior
Lake, MN in 1989 when Robin
worked as a Media Specialist/
Librarian in Minneapolis. She
began her career with the
Prior Lake - Savage School
District in 1990 at Grainwood
Elementary. Taking classes
during summers and at night,
Robin earned a Master’s De-
gree in Library Science and
Media from Mankato State
University in 1995. In 2003
she accepted a position at Pri-
or Lake High School, where
she retired in 2016. During
her time at Prior Lake High
School, Robin was awarded
District Teacher of the Year,
was a finalist for Minne-
sota Teacher of the Year and
served a couple of years as
President of the Teachers’
Union.

Robin dedicated her life
to being a fantastic Wife,
Mother, Grandmother, Sister,
Aunt, Teacher, and Friend.
She was a great cook, had a
“green thumb” for gardening,
enjoyed traveling and loved
Elvis. In the spring of 2020,
Robin and Douglas moved to
Cass Lake, MN, to be closer
to their daughter and grand-
children. She and Douglas
had retirement plans to fish,
travel and enjoy life.

Robin is survived by her
spouse Douglas Gunning,
daughter Gretchan Gunning
and her partner Tony Nord-
lund, grandchildren Leo and
Jack Nordlund, siblings Lar-
ry (Marilee) Westrum, Les-
lie Westrum, Becky (Dave)
Westrum Lehmann; and Lee
(Jennifer) Westrum. She is
also survived by many nieces
and nephews. She is preceded
in death by her parents Law-
rence and Devona Westrum.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als to Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church in Leonard, MN are
preferred. Blessed be her
memory...

Messages of condolence
may be sent to ceasefuneral-
home.com

Obituary for

Eileen Olson

Eileen Olson passed away
on Wednesday, November
25, 2020 at her rural Oklee
home surrounded by her lov-
ing family.

Funeral service will be
held Saturday, December 5,
2020 at 2:00 PM at Zion Lu-
theran Church in Oklee, MN
with Reverend Linda Molitor
Officiating. Burial will be held
at Zion Lutheran Cemetery
near Oklee, MN. Please wear
a mask and practice social
distancing.

Visitation will be held
one hour prior to the service
on Saturday at the Zion Lu-
theran Church.

Eileen Ethel (Johnson) Ol-
son was born on November 14,
1936 daughter of Lloyd and
Lillian (Farrington) Johnson
in Lambert Township, Red
Lake County, MN. She was
baptized and confirmed at
Zion Lutheran Church. She
attended school in Oklee
graduating in 1954. She
worked at Arctic Cat, and was
head cook at the Oklee Senior
Site and was there until her
retirement.

On October 27, 1962 she

was united in marriage to
Goodwin Olson at Clearwater
Lutheran Church near Oklee,
MN. To this union 3 children
were born Debbie, Shelley and
Steven. The couple made their
home in Oklee for a few years
and in 1972 purchased a farm
where she has since resided.

Eileen enjoyed cooking,
and baking cookies for her
grandchildren, gardening,
feeding humming birds,
watching Christmas movies
on the Hallmark channel,
and visiting with family and
friends.

Eileen is survived by her
children Debbie (Dennis)
Salentiny of rural Red Lake
Falls, MN, Shelley (Chip Aas-
and) Thompson of Erskine,
MN and Steven (Karen) Olson
of Brooks, MN; grandchildren
Deonne (Brandon) Maygra,
Benjamin (Heather) Salenti-
ny, Angela (Joel) Salenti-
ny, Joshua (Sarah) Willett.
Jeremiah (Marni) Willett,
Kyle Willett, Madison (Sam)
Pautzke, Linsey Thompson,
Corey Olson, Andrea (Joe)
Larson, Nick (Amanda) Ol-
son, Katie Olson, and Jacob
Olson; great-grandchildren
Mandy, Justin, Gregorey,
Theodore, Lillian, Madison,
Hunter, Paisley, Ava, Lila,
Bailey, Kinslee, Reilynn,
Niah, Sawyer, and William,;
one great-great grandchild
Carter. Brothers and sisters-
in-law Edwin (Ione) Olson,
Milan Olson, Darlene (Nor-
man) Blackstad, and Bernice
Johnson Klenk along with
several nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death
by her husband Goodwin,
parents, infant sister Evelyn,
brothers Luaine Johnson,
Marlyn Johnson and Floyd
Johnson; sister-in-law Patri-
cia Johnson, and one niece
Susan Torkelson.

submit Obituaries
& Memorials

to Richards Publishing at richards@gvtel.com

Wednesday, December 2, 2020

Visit www.TriCoCanary.com

for updated
Obituary Notices
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1000 Acres

Theology in the Trenches

By Kathleen Kjolhaug

of Land for Sale
Northeast
Red Lake Co.
Oklee MN

R31-38C

218-796-5211

HAY FOR SALE

2" Crop Grass
Baled with John
Deere Net Wrap
~ Oklee

=\ (A (A
| @1)8@\%2‘@

~ =Y

100 Cows

S.A.V. Black Angus
blood lines
Delmer Nesland

PALLETS

Available
»2.00 each
487-5225

R2INC

FOR RENT

Brookfield Apts.
in Clearbrook, MN
is accepting applications for a
FUTURE 1 Bd openings.
Laundry room facilities avail-
able & off-street parking. Rent is
based on 30% of your monthly
adjusted gross income. Resident
Manager on site. Applications
and qualifications, contact Ni-
cole at 218-751-6881 or Tina
at 218-407-3146. Accepting ap-
plications for persons of all ages.
Applications online
@bemidjimangementinc.com.

An EQUAL HOUSING
OPPOR’I’UNIT}\;%37C

#4489 - It's the Coun-
try Countdown! 4-3-2-1:
(4)0 acres - (3) bed-
rooms, 1-1/2 story home
(2) stall garage - (1) fan-
tastic price! It's true - 40 E
acres of recreation/hunt-
ing land with easy and
convenient access from
paved Co. Road #7 and
only 1/2 mile from Hwy.
#2. Put a little TLC into =
this 3 bedroom, 1-1/2 §
bath home and double
garage and reap the
rewards of an unbeliev-
able investment oppor-
tunity. All yours for only
$99,900! Call today.

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525@

www.sollie.net

www.sollie.net www.sollie.net www.sollie.net www.sollie.net www.solji

Input equals output. You've
heard it said...but what, ex-
actly, does it mean?

Let’s take a recipe for an
example. When you follow a
recipe, ingredients are impor-
tant. Let’s say you are hoping
to bake a pan of brownies.
However, instead of using the
ingredients listed, you simply
plop an orange onto the pan
and into the oven it goes. What
will you get? You'll get exactly
what you put into it and upon
opening the oven door, a piece
of fruit morphed into mush will
no doubt greet you.

Another example might be
when you hope to paint your
house barn red, yet you choose
to purchase sky blue. A sky blue
house is what you will get. What
goes into the can will equal
what comes out.

Is what’s poured in to any
given mixture important for the
finished product? Yes. What you
pour in matters greatly.

But, what happens when you
make a mistake and put some-
thing in you hadn’t necessarily
planned on? Can those unin-
tended detours you encounter
be corrected? Can the wrong be
made right?

What can be done when
unintended input equates to
an output you now desire to
change? What happens when
you dreamed of things being
one way, but they turned out to
be something else altogether?
What input can now be given
in order for the outcome to be
transformed?

Let’s go back to the brown-

Input = Output

ies. In order to transform that
messy orange blob into an ac-
tual brownie, I will need to clean
out the pan, and begin to utilize
the sure proof recipe from a
source that can secure the out-
come. Turning from the mess I
made and turning towards the
words from the recipe, I will
get the result I want. It will
be transformative, and it will
restore the old into the new.

Same with the paint. I will
need to go back to the expert
to help get the desired out-
come. The experts know what is
needed. In order for the house
to be transformed into that
which was desired, I have to
begin anew by putting in the
right color formula to get what
I desired.

So what about us? Is it true
that what goes in us impacts
what comes out of us? Is the
process of restoration possible
once things were put in that we
wish hadn’t been? Is restorative
transformation possible?

According to the expert on
transformation, Jesus Christ,
the answer would be yes. It be-
gins with confession. He takes
away that which we confess. He
takes it and makes all things
new. The old passes away as
He carries it away because He
takes away the sins of the world.

What got me to thinking
about all this? To be honest, it
was the quiet.

The grands had just depart-
ed and the rain came down as |
sat upon the porch when flash-
backs of my own childhood upon
grandpa’s farm came crashing

in. His blue Ford pick-up held
fast in my memory as we drove
to close the barbed wire gates.
Filling the buckets with feed
from the grain bins was another
memory made.

However, accidents hap-
pened from time to time. A gate
left open, the grain flowing a
bit too quickly with extra feed
now lying upon the ground. No
amount of admonishing could
reckon with the force of grain
flowing rapid like as it landed
in areas not meant to be.

Was it grandpa’s steady
input into our lives, his pres-
ence, his stability which helped
ground us? Knowing he would
extend his hand in forgiveness
for any wrongs committed...
made it safe.

Perhaps it was grandma’s
constant beaded prayer line
which anchored the transforma-
tion journey of trusting in Him.

What I do know is...when
we are privileged enough to
receive input from others...the
output from it must be input
into others. Helping to equip
saints is what it’s about. As
little footsteps pattern their
steps after ours, may all who
come behind us find us faithful
and faith-filled.

What will the output look
like once input has been re-
ceived? 2 Corinthians 5:17
says, “Therefore, if anyone is
a new creation, the old has
passed away; behold the new
has come.” May we welcome
His input so the output may be
all about Him as we are made
new. Amen.

Ask a Trooper

by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Ques-
tion: Did I
hear there
is extra DWI
enforcement
going on over the holidays?

Answer: Yes, here is some
information that we shared
on the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety’s blog. “The
holidays are going to be different
this year, that’s for sure. With
Minnesota’s pandemic restric-
tions in place for now, friends
and family likely aren’t coming
into town to celebrate, and even
if they do, you won’t be going out
to a bar or restaurant with them
to catch up. But no matter where
you’re drinking, you still need to
plan ahead for a sober ride.

The consequences of a DWI
are unpleasant at best. You
can lose your license for up to
a year, and even possibly serve
jail time. And that’s not to men-
tion the cost to a first-time DWI
offender: about $10,000. Do you
have 10 grand just lying around?
Better to drive smart.

Driving smart involves not
only driving sober, but buckling
up, driving the speed limit, and
putting distractions away. If you
don’t drive smart, your chances
of causing a crash are much
greater — and then what? You
and anyone else involved will
likely need medical attention,
meaning you'd be taking up
valuable resources in the midst

of a pandemic. Those hospital
beds and medical supplies — not
to mention the time and energy
of already overworked medical
professionals -- need to be avail-
able for COVID-19 patients and
other people who need care, not
taken up because of careless
decisions on the road.

If keeping yourself and oth-
ers safe on the road or conserv-
ing valuable resources doesn’t
make you drive safely, perhaps
this will: Starting today, there
is extra DWI enforcement on
Minnesota roads. The campaign
runs every weekend through
Dec. 31. Law enforcement agen-
cies throughout the state are
working overtime to get drunk
drivers off the road.

But really, the legal and
financial penalties of a DWI
shouldn’t be the reason you
avoid drinking and driving. You
should avoid it because protect-
ing your friends, yourself and
other people on the road is the
right thing to do. Do you re-
ally want to be the person who
deprives a family of a beloved
parent, sibling or child this
holiday season? Traffic deaths
in Minnesota are already at 361
so far this year compared with
332 fatalities reported this time
last year. In general, impaired
driving contributes to about a
quarter of fatalities on the road.
All those affected families are
dreading spending the holidays
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without their loved one.

If you buckle up, find a sober
ride, obey the speed limit and
avoid distractions, you’ll not
only arrive home safely to your
family. You'll help others on the
road do the same, so that they
can live to celebrate the holidays
too.” https://dps.mn.gov/blog/
Pages/20201125-holiday-dwi-
extra-enforcement.aspx

AD DEADLINE
FRIDAYS AT NOON

8N Ford advertisement!

Sheppard Diesel

By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

I love tractor stories. One
of my favorite past times is to
sit around the coffee table at
home or at the cafe and listen
to stories about farming and
tractors of days gone by. My
second favorite past time is to
sit on my couch and read a trac-
tor magazine or book or maybe
watch a tractor show on tv or
youtube. Investigating craig-
slist, facebook marketplace,
or ebay also provides me with
hours of tractor entertainment.

This weekend I got one of my
favorite magazines in the mail
and sure enough I ran across
one of those great stories. It
was a story of a family back
in the early 1940s. They had
moved from Oklahoma to Iowa
to help one of the son’s family
on his dairy farm, since he was
in the military during WWII.
Mom and dad and the younger
brothers never did get used to
the cold Iowa winters. When
the older son was discharged
they decided to move back
south. They bought a 1939 9N
Ford and a trailer. The tractor
was fitted with a homemade cab
and when it was time to go home
the trailer was filled and the
brothers drove it to their new
farm that they had purchased
in Arkansas. Yes, Arkansas. 1
love driving tractors down the
road, but I am not sure about
driving from Towa to Arkansas
on a 9N Ford!. Well it sounded
like an adventure but they did
make it home.

In 1995, 1T bought a D21
Allis Chalmers tractor near
Newfolden, Minnesota. The
next weekend we brought it
home. My dad took the first
shift and I got to drive the last
home stretch home! It was a
cold late October day and with
no cab, although I dressed for
the weather, it was a cold drive.
That story of the 9N heading to
Arkansas reminded me of many
long tractor drive stories I have
heard about. If you have a
tractor drive story I would love
to hear it! You can email me
at: mickelsonauctions@gmail.

com, or send me a note at 20555
340th Ave SE in Oklee, MN, or
give me a call my number is in
the book. I will look forward to
hearing from you!

I have a couple ideas on
standby....but keep me posted!

How about a little
tractor trivia

1. What year was the Ford
9N introduced?

2. The original price of the
9N Ford was?

A) $495 B) $585 C) $599
D) $650

3. The 9N Ford had a
speed transmission.

A)3 B)4 C)5 D)6

4. One difference between
the 9N and 8N was the 8N had
a___ speed transmission.

A)3 B)4 C)5 D)6

5. By the end of its produc-

tion the 8N Ford was selling for
?

A) $999 B) $1099 C) $1204
D) $1404

Answers: 1. 1939 2. B.
$585 3. A. 3-speed 4. B.
4-speed 5. D. $1404
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