Halloween “Candy Shoot” Success

The brains and the candy shooters, members of the
Activity Department, are pictured here from left to right:
Kathy Edevold, Ruth Anspach, and Shannon Godwin.

Essentia Health announces
audiology care in Fosston

Care close to home is impor-
tant, especially as we head into
the winter months and travel
is sometimes difficult. For pa-
tients in and around Fosston,
Essentia Health will now be
able to offer audiology care at
our Fosston clinic.

The project to bring audiolo-
gy services to the Fosston clinic
has been ongoing for months.
Now, both adult and pediatric
patients can benefit from new
equipment and technology in-
stalled in the clinic. This will
allow patients to get care in
Fosston instead of traveling to
other facilities.

An audiometer and sound
booth were recently installed
in the Fosston clinic. First
Care Foundation assisted with
a donation of $7,000 toward
the cost of purchasing this
equipment.

Audiologist Marin Almer
will see patients in Fosston the
third Tuesday of each month.

“We are excited to be able
to offer audiology services for
our patients in Fosston and
the surrounding area. Having
these options close to home will

Cornerstone Nursing & Re-
hab Center found a unique way
to have a COVID-19 friendly
Trick or Treating event. Staff
used a “Candy Shoot” to deliv-
er candy straight to the Trick
or Treaters. “Despite the wind
we had a great time on Sat-
urday. Many ghosts, goblins
and princesses got a kick out
of the candy shoot” says Shan-
non Godwin, Activity Aide.
“We couldn’t have pulled this
off without the help from John
Renner to set this all up” says
Ruth Anspach, Activity Direc-
tor. John is the Environmental
Services Supervisor.

We want to thank the public
for participating. The residents
really enjoyed seeing all the
children dressed up.

Trick or Treaters walked
past the dining room
windows where residents
could see them dressed up.
After they were able to go
get a candy bag from the
“Candy Shoot”.

Foundation members Evan Fonder (far left) and Brook
Burggraf (left) present a check to Marin Almer, audiologist
at Essentia Health toward the cost of audiology equipment.

make a big difference in the
lives of many of our patients,”
shares Kevin Gish, adminis-
trator.

To schedule an appointment

for audiology or hearing con-
cerns, please call the Fosston
clinic at (218) 435-1212. You
can learn more at our website,
EssentiaHealth.org.

Honoring all heroes this Veteran's Day

Veteran's Day, which is cel-
ebrated annually on November
11, commemorates the hard-
working men and women who
sacrifice their time and put
themselves in harm's way to
defend the country's core values
of freedom and opportunity.
While Veteran's Day certainly
is a chance to honor those who
have donned the uniform dur-
ing wars and military install-
ments, it also can be a chance
to recognize the unsung heroes
of wartime - those who step into
roles so that soldiers and strate-
gists can focus their attention
elsewhere.

Take for example Naomi
Parker Fraley. In 1942, Fraley
was a machine shop worker at
the Naval Air Station in Alam-
eda, Calif. She was one of scores
women who worked in factories
and shipyards during World
War II, helping to produce
munitions and war supplies.
Parker was 20 years old in 1942
and served as the inspiration
for what would become one of
the most indelible images of
the era, known as "Rosie the
Riveter." Parker unknowingly
inspired the iconic image after
she was photographed at work
bent over an industrial machine
in a jumpsuit with her hair tied
back in a polka-dot bandana. In
2018, Naomi Parker Fraley died
at the age of 96, not nearly the
household name she perhaps
should have been.

Rosie the Riveter helped
to tout the contributions of fe-
male war employees who were
defending America by working

on the homefront. Rosie was
a successful morale-booster,
and some may be surprised to
learn that Rosie has various
incarnations.

Norman Rockwell's depiction
of a female riveter, which ap-
peared on the cover of the Sat-
urday Evening Post on May 29,
1943, became an iconic staple
of that time. Muscular, with a
rivet gun on her lap, a sandwich
in hand and a boot stomping
on a copy of "Mein Kampf" -
and timed perfectly to coincide
with the release of a song called
"Rosie the Riveter" by Redd Ev-
ans and John Jacob Loeb - Rosie
became a household name. But
another Rosie image actually
predates Rockwell's Post cover.

Naomi Parker Fraley was
reportedly the inspiration for
an ad created by a lesser known
artist named J. Howard Miller.
Miller produced a "We Can Do
It!" poster for Westinghouse
Electric in 1942 aimed at boost-

ing spirits among the company's
workers. The poster helped to
recruit new female personnel,
according to scholar James J.
Kimble. This Rosie was por-
trayed in a red bandana with
her bent arm flexed, rolling up
her shirtsleeve.

Both Miller's and Rockwell's
depictions of female war work-
ers became ingrained in popu-
lar culture. Rockwell's cover
art was eventually loaned to
the U.S. Department of the
Treasury for use in war bond
drives for the duration of the
war. Miller's version has been
emulated for generations and
still epitomizes a strong female
presence in the workforce.

This Veteran's Day is a prime
time to delve into American
wartime history, with interest-
ing stories like the origins of
Rosie the Riveter, and pay hom-
age to all of the heroes that help
ensure America's reputation as
a great nation.
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Pictured from left to right: Bev Philion-RLF Food Shelf Volunteer, Josi Cardinal, Angie
Zak-Owner Powerhouse Fitness Center and Yoga Studio, Bev Schmitz-RLF Food Shelf

Volunteer.

Red Lake Falls Halloween Food Shelf
Fundraiser by 7th grader, per Bev Philion

Josi Cardinal, a 7th grader
from Red Lake Falls, MN got
an idea one afternoon, while
home alone, that she wanted to
do something nice to help people
in need. She proceeded to drag
a large table to the end of her
driveway, where she set up her
operation. Josi found a large,
glass jar and put a sign on it,
that said, “Collecting Money for
the Poor.” She started the fund
with $5 of her own money, and
after a couple of hours, she had
collected $17 and some change.

By the time Josi’s mom got
home from work, it was dark
and had gotten cold, so the two
of them put everything away for
the night. However, Josi was
determined that she wanted to
keep trying to raise money, so
they discussed places Josi could
donate to, and how she could
go about raising more funds.
Her mom told her about the lo-
cal food shelf and how it helps
people in need, by providing
them with meals. Josi thought
that sounded like a great place
to try and help, so the two of
them made plans to have a Hal-
loween Fundraiser, where all of
the proceeds would be donated
to the Red Lake Falls Commu-
nity Food Shelf.

It only took a few Facebook
posts, along with many, kind
people who helped spread the
word, and plans were in action!
After a day or 2 of advertising,
donations were rolling in. Then,
Josireceived an incredible mes-
sage from Powerhouse Fitness
and Yoga Studio (Red Lake
Falls) Owner, Angie Zak, that
she wanted to match Josi’s cash
donations, up to $750!

Halloween night came and
Josi, dressed up as Jake from
State Farm, greeted trick-or-
treaters, who in return, left
a cash donation and/or non-
perishable food item(s) in a tote
set up outside of her house. Do-
nations proceeded to come in for
a few days, after Halloween, as
well, and when all was said and
done, Josi had raised $1,250,
on her own! Together, with the
$750 donation she received from
Powerhouse Fitness, Josi made
a $2,000 monetary donation to
the Red Lake Falls Food Shelf,
along with 95.4 Ibs. of non-
perishable food!

Below is a note written by
Bev Philion, Red Lake Falls
Community Food Shelf Volun-
teer:

Josi Cardinal collected $1,250 to donate to the Red Lake

Falls Food Shelf.

“Josi’s generous collection of
95.4 1bs. of food and $2,000 in
monetary donations will benefit
many people that come to the
Red Lake Falls Food Shelf. The
groceries will provide such a
nice variety of items for shoppers
to select. With a $1.00 dona-
tion, we can purchase 5 meals
through the North Country Food
Bank, so we will be able to buy
10,000 meals with the monetary
donations Josi collected! We are
so thankful to Josi for caring
and sharing her collection of do-
nations with the Red Lake Falls
Food Shelf! We so appreciate all
Josi’s efforts on her Halloween
project, which will definitely be
a “treat” to those that come to
the Red Lake Falls Food Shelf.
Great job, Josi!”

Bernice Roysland novel

Bernice Roysland, of Fergus
Falls, MN has written and
published a novel that is now
available for sale at Nord’s
Pharmacy & Gifts in Fosston,
The Howard Soap Company in
MecIntosh, or Amazon.com.

The novel is called Gospel of
the Sparrow. The book describes
life in a small town in the 60’s
and a young girl’s desire to do
what she can to make the world
a better place.

Originally from Fosston,
Bernice taught music in the
Fergus Falls public schools for

35 years and English in other
schools for 9 years. She has
often linked history with her
writing, including an operetta
for children entitled Susan B.,
based on the life of Susan B.
Anthony.

She has also written and
published Nourishment for
Body and Soul, a book of poetry
that describes the lives of earli-
er settlers and includes favorite
recipes. Bernice recently cel-
ebrated her 95th birthday. She
is the aunt of Mike Roysland.

Josi dressed up as
"Jake from State Farm"
for Halloween and greeted
trick or treaters who left
donations outside of her

house.

published




Tri County Canawy Areav

NEWS

The Duquette family has scored a trifecta at the family
farm north of Leonard. Sisters Allison and Emily both got
their deer during early season, Ali getting an 8 point buck,
her third deer in three years. Dad, Tony (above) brought
down an impressive 11 pointer.

Allison had a successful hunt tonight, nice 8 pointer. 3
shots, 3 deer over the past 3 youth seasons for her.

Congratulations to Emily on her 2nd deer. 2 years, 2
shots, 2 bucks.

» Home Loans
» Land Loans
» Equity Loans

For more
information about
Real Solutions.

Visit with Wyatt Vettleson
if youre planning to purchase a new
home, land or remodel your home.

Wyatt Vettleson

Phone
STATE 218-796-5157

BANK

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742  (2) FDI€

034C
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Meeting Cancelled

The Granlund Lodge #240
of the Sons of Norway has can-
celled its November monthly
meeting. The officers encour-
age the members to stay safe
and keep in touch with each
other through phone calls,
notes and emails. New mem-
berships are still being ac-
cepted. Contact President Wes
Roland if interested in pursu-
ing membership with all its
benefits. 435-1230

MoOTOR VEHICLE
OFFICE,
IN FOSSTON,
wiLL BE CLOSED
Nov.11, 12, 13

This will be a hard shut down
- STATEWIDE -
while they close down the
MNLARS system & transfer
all data to the new MNDRIVE
system. We will not
be able to access Driver's
License or Motor Vehicle
info at all.

New system is on schedule
to go live Nov. 16™
Office hours that 1t week are
pending further instruction
from the State.

R34C

BEMIDIJI

WOOLEN MILLS
1920-2020

Now OPEN
COVID-19 Hours
Mon-Sat: 10-4
Sun: 12-4

R26-37C

WE MAKE BOOKS.'

Gonvick 487-5225

f Polk )

. County Sheriff )

ICR 20-001380

Structure Fire

On 11/03/2020 at approxi-
mately 0100 hours, the Polk
County Sheriff's Office re-
sponded to a report of a resi-
dential structure fire at 110
Main Avenue North in the City
of Climax. Climax Fire Depart-
ment, Crookston Fire Depart-
ment, Crookston Ambulance
Service and the Minnesota
State Fire Marshal Division
also responded.

There were no injuries
resulting from the fire. The
structure appears to be a total
loss. At this time the cause of
the fire is unknown. The Min-
nesota State Fire Marshal Di-

Paul Peterson Joins
Northwestern Mutual
— Thief River Falls

Thief River Falls, MN-
November 4, 2020 — Northwest-
ern Mutual proudly welcomes
Financial Representative, Paul
E. Peterson, to it’s Thief River
Falls office. Paul will join a
network of professionals offer-
ing financial solutions, expert
guidance and innovative plans
to his clients.

Before joining Northwestern
Mutual, Peterson was Athletic
Coordinator at Northland Com-
munity and Technical College in
Thief River Falls, MN.

Peterson is a native of Oklee,
MN. He earned a Bachelor’s of
Arts from Bemidji State Univer-
sity in 2001. He and his wife,
Becky, have resided in the Thief
River Falls area for the past 19
years. They have two girls,
Megan and Kayla, and a new
dog, Nelson.

Currently,Peterson is an ac-
tive member of the Thief River
Falls Sports Boosters and the
VFW Post #2793.

“I hope to have an impact
in the Thief River Falls area
by having a strong relation-
ship with my clients, getting
involved in the community and
organizations” said Peterson.

care insurance, annuities,
and brokerage and advisory
services. The company man-
ages $128 billion of investments
owned by its clients and held
or managed through its wealth
management and investment
services businesses. North-
western Mutual ranks 111 on
the 2019 FORTUNE 500 and
is recognized by FORTUNE®
as one of the “World’s Most Ad-
mired” life insurance companies
in 2019.

vision will be investigating the
fire in an attempt to determine
the cause. This case is under
investigation and no further
information will be released at
this time.
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Glassware * Baskets
« Crafts ¢ Paintings * and Much More

Stag

Get a head start on your Christmas shopping!

OPEN 4 DAYS A WEEK.
Wed., Thurs., Fri., and Sat. from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

2.2 miles South of Gonvick on County Road 7. Watch for Sign.
Chester & Phoebe Gingerich, 48279 N Pine Lake Rd., Gonvick, MN 56644

R33-34P

Where

GULLY CAFE "o%sr gl
s WELCOME HUNTERS { o

29?0\(“'\ ¥
Gully Cafe’s Annual Reunion Lunch Specials: “& PBuckg

For Family & Friends soup or Chili & Sandwich
We will be Open Every day from 11 am to 1:00 pm
6 AM to 12 PM Nov. 7t & 8t Note Change of Hours

— Regular Hours:
Delicious ng;rlifkelzsrench Toast, Nov. 9" to Nov. 13-

s 7:00 am to 1:00 pm
Ole’s & Menu Breakfasts Sat. Nov. 14" 7 am to 11 am
HAPPY HUNTING!

R33-34C

Sun., Nov. 15": CLOSED

EREREEBOBBYAS

BARa» GRILL

"¢ 295 Cleveland Ave, Mcintosh, MN « 218-563-3008
Deer Humnters Welcome

FOOD ENTERTAINMENT
 Taco Tuesdays * Thursday Live Country music
* Friday & Saturday Specials vith Kevin Wolden
» Burgers & Pizza EVERY DAY! e Friday & Saturday

8pm live music
** Please remember to practice social distancing.

EREHEEBOBBYAS

BARaw GRILL

295 Cleveland Ave, Mcintosh, MN ¢ 218-563-3008

0 hank You Sor Your Service

November is the time to reflect and think about all the things
for which we are grateful. As long as life is going well, we
sometimes forget to say thank you to the fire fighters, EMS
and Law Enforcement who give so much to our families and
communities.

As a small token of thanks, Little Bobby is offering a compli-
mentary breakfast of caramel rolls, pancakes, sausage, fruit
and all the coffee you can drink
°"November 14" from 9AM to Noon.

Thetables are spaced so social distancing can be maintained.
Again your service is appreciated.

Little Bobby

CLOSED AlLL WEE%

Doug Kennedy was one of the lucky hunters the first
weekend of the annual event. He has a place in the Debs

area.

SHORTY'S PLACE, 2%4%

UNDER)
CaroL/s) Cozy;

Broagted Por Chops
Lunch & Dinner Thursdays
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5-9

Broasted Chicken, BBQ Ribs,
Gun Raffle tickets are available Ribs & Chicken, Grilled
at The Cozy for Hunter’s Ball Shrimp & Butterfly Shrimp

Potato Klub Dinner Thursday Nov. 19" 11a.m. til gone!

—_— Eat in OR take out —_

Brooks, MN « 218-698-4608

Remember! o Social Pistance!

Friday Nov. 13t music with
USIC WI
Hunters Ball wig wes 8.12

HOURS: M-SAT.: 8 AM.-1A.M. SUNDAY: 11:00 A.M. - MIDNIGHT

KITCHEN HOURS ... closes 9:00 p.m. 034c

Wednesday, November 11, 2020
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CLASSIFIED ADS

/— HomE HEALTH AIDE
AND/OR SCHOOL HEALTH PARAPROFESSIONAL

Clearwater County Nursing Service is looking for qualified indi-
viduals to work on a casual status as a Home Health Aide and/or
School Health Paraprofessional. The qualified applicant should
be certified as a Home Health Aide, Nursing Assistant or LPN and
be willing to be trained. A background check will be required. Ap-
plications are available at the Clearwater County Nursing Service
office in Bagley at 212 Main Ave N., Bagley or online at http://
co.clearwater.mn.us/. Call 694-6581 for more information.

X

FULL-TIME MAINTENANCE POSITION OPENING |

The City of MclIntosh is currently accepting applications for a
full-time maintenance employee. Responsibilities include, but not
limited to, maintaining city streets, parks, buildings, water and
sewer infrastructure and light and heavy equipment. Mechani-
cal ability desired. Minimum requirements include a high school
diploma and a valid driver’s license.

Applications may be obtained, in person, from the City Clerk’s
office at 115 Broadway NW Mclintosh. Return applications to
City Clerk either in person, by mail: City of Mclntosh P.O. Box

centers, and other locations as directed. Additional duties include court
security, bailiff duty, and proper execution of various civil process and
criminal warrants. Applicants must have completed skills and be full
time licensed or license eligible by the MN POST Board by date of
hire. A valid driver’s license is required. Wage range for this position
is $22.04 - $28.02/hour; DOE and qualifications. An application and
full job description can be obtained at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click
on “Careers”. Please mail your completed application and resume to
the Polk County Administrator’s Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211,
Crookston, MN 56716 (218-281-5408) or e-mail directly to alecia.
helms@co.polk.mn.us. Applications will be received until 4:30 p.m.,
November 25, 2020. EOE. r3assc

r FACILITY YARD OPERATOR )

Assistant Environmental Services Administrator

Polk County is seeking applicants for a full-time Assistant
Environmental Services Administrator. The primary duties for this
position include but are not limited to: Performing difficult skilled
technical work, under the director of the Environmental Services
Director. Receive, review and issue/deny applications for permits,
applications for variances, conditional use permits. Interpret plans and
policies. Maintain solid waste fee assessments, develop and implement
public information, education programs and workshops dealing with
waste management issues. Enforce National Flood Insurance Program
for Polk County. Assist in developing contracts. A Bachelor’s degree in
Environmental or Physical Science, Environmental Civil or Hydrologic
Engineering, Geology, Biology, or related field and moderate experience.
Concentration in Environmental Studies is preferred along with 2 years
of experience performing work outlined in job description is desired.
An MPCA Subsurface Treatment System Inspector license is needed (or
must be able to attain within 12 months of employment) Must have a valid
Driver’s License. Wage range for this position is $31.26 - $39.74 /hour;
DOE and qualifications. An application and full job description can be
obtained at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on Careers. Please mail your
completed application and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s
Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN 56716 (218-281-
5408) or e-mail directly to alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us Applications
Kwill be received until noon November 20, 2020. EQE. rss3sc )

Facilities Management Department

The Polk County Facilities Department has an immediate opening for a
full time, benefitted Custodian I position. This position performs a variety
of custodial duties including emptying trash, sweeping, mopping and
vacuuming floors, cleaning restrooms, and ordering and stocking supplies.

This position will be assigned a primary location, however, will be
required to work at multiple facility locations as needed and assigned,
including the jail. Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED.
Previous custodial experience is preferred but not required. A valid
driver’s license is required for this position. Wage range for this position
is $15.54 - $19.75/hour DOE and qualifications. An application and full
job description can be found on Polk County’s website: www.co.polk.
mn.us - click on Careers or contact the Polk County Administrator’s Office
at (218) 281-5408. Please send your completed application and resume
to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room
211, Crookston, MN 56716, or e-mail directly to alecia.nelms@co.polk.
mn.us All qualified applicants will be considered for employment. This
gosition will remain open until filled. EEO.  rssten j

\Will remain open until filled. EOE R32TFC J

L WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. R34-350/ 97 Mclintosh, MN 56556 or by email macclerk@gvtel.com. Ap-
A A plications will be accepted until December 1, 2020. For further
\information call: 218-563-3043. wa1-3sc )
Transport Deputy — Polk County, MN
Polk County in Crookston, MN has an opening for a Transport 4 N
Deputy in the Sheriff’s Office. The primary duties for this position Part time
is to transport inmates to and from courts, detention centers, medical Custodial Staff

The Polk County Incinerator, Fosston, MN has an opening for a full-
time Facility Yard Operator position. Duties include but are not limited
to: Screening incoming material loads, directing and assisting the
public with proper waste disposition, aggregating materials, maintaining
material receiving areas and containers, processing incoming material
loads, loading/unloading material transfer containers/trailers, performing
basic cleaning/maintenance of equipment, facilities and grounds, and
completing basic tracking/reporting functions. High school diploma or
GED and a minimum 3 years of experience operating various types of
heavy equipment, or equivalent combination of education and experience.
Avalid driver’s license is required. Wage range for this position is $15.54 -
$19.75/hour, DOE and qualifications. Interested individuals may contact
the Fosston Incinerator at 218-435-6501 or the Polk Administrator’s
Office at 218-281-5408. To obtain an application and full job description
go to: www.co.polk.mn.us and click on Careers. Please submit your
application and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, Polk
County Government Center, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston,
MN 56716 or to the Polk County/Fosston Incinerator, 708 8" Street NW,
Fosston, MN 56542. Applications may also be emailed directly to jon.
steiner@co.polk.mn.us or alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us . This position

THE BAGLEY
PuBLIC SCHOOL

HAS OPENINGS FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:

Paraprofessional Positions - Paraprofessional opening in the
Elementary. Candidates must be highly qualified, which includes
either 2 or more years of college, an AA Degree, or the ability to
pass the Para Pro Exam.

Substitute paras - Candidates must be highly qualified, which
includes either 2 or more years of college, an AA Degree, or the
ability to pass the Para Pro Exam

Head Cook - a high school diploma or equivalent and a Food
Safety Manager Certificate or potential to obtain within one year.
Previous food management experience including supervisory
experience. Working knowledge of state and local food prepara-
tion and sanitation regulations.

Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma or GED
is preferred but not required. Currently accepting applications for
a Food Service Support Staff at the High School.

Substitute Food Service Support Staff - a high school diploma
or GED is preferred but not required. Currently accepting applica-
tions for substitute food service support staff.

Full-Time Route Bus Drivers and Substitute Bus Drivers - must
have or be able to obtain a school bus driver’s license endorse-
ment. The District is willing to help applicants obtain their school
bus endorsement. New drivers will receive a $200 stipend after
six months of driving to help defray the cost of certification.

Application forms may be picked up in the District Office at 202
Bagley Ave NW, Bagley, MN 56621 or you may email jweems@
bagley.k12.mn.us

For more information, please call Jenetta Weems at 694-6184.
R33-34C

( SORT LINE OPERATOR I OR 11 )

JOIN OUR TEAM

Essentia Health Fosston Openings
POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN
FULL TIME, PART TIME, AND CASUAL STATUS.

Essentia Health Living Center is now Hiring:
CNAs
LPNs
RNs

Essentia Health Hospital:
Environmental Service Tech/ Housekeeper
Paramedic
RN

Essentia Health offers competitive salary and benefits

Apply at: www.EssentiaCareers.org
EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled

\position will be remain open until filled. EOE wstmn y

PoLK COUNTY INCINERATOR

The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has an opening for a
full-time Sort Line Operator | or Il. Primary duties include sorting
or separating recyclable or problem materials from the recyclables
and solid waste delivered to the facility. Position also required to
clean equipment and to perform basic maintenance on, as well as
operate conveyors, & equipment. Applicants must possess a high
school diploma or equivalent. A valid MN driver’s license and pre-
employment physical exam are required. Wage range for this position
is $14.66 - $19.75/hour, DOE and qualifications. Interested individuals
may contact the Polk County Incinerator at 218-435-6501 or the Polk
Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408. An application and job
description can be obtained at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on
Careers. Please mail your completed application and resume to the
Polk County Administrator’s Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211,
Crookston, MN 56716 or e-mail alecia.helms@co.polk.mn.us. This

Clearbrook-Gonvick School
is hiring for part-time custo-
dial staff. This is a 12 month,
Monday-Friday position. Must
be able to lift 75 Ibs. and pass
a background check.

Please submit resume, letter
of interest, and credentials to:

Clearbrook-Gonvick School

16770 Clearwater Lake Rd.

Clearbrook, MN 56634

Attn: Jeff Burgess R33-36C

AD DEADLINE
FRIDAYS NOON 021tfc

HELP WANTED

Office Cleaner

FARMChek Services, Inc.

is currently looking to fill an IMMEDIATE opening for a Weekly
OFFICE CLEANER for our professional buildings. We are look-
ing for someone who is reliable, honest, and has the ability to
work independently with minimal supervision, pays attention to
details on cleaning, knowledge of health and safety standards

and the ability to handle cleaning chemicals safely.
Must pass background check.

Cleaning tasks such as: dusting, empty trash, cleaning
restrooms, mopping, sweeping, cleaning small kitchen/lounge
area, vacuuming, window washing, and general office cleaning.

Locations are MclIntosh and Bagley Offices.

Send resume to sarah@farmchek.com or to FARMChek 2

Services, Attn: Sarah, PO Box 338, Mcintosh, MN 56556. g

Veterans Service Officer/Safety Coordinator

FedFoF v vk Clearwater County g9+ 4 v vk

Applications are being accepted for a Veterans Service Officer/
Safety Coordinator position, under the general supervision of the
Clearwater County Board of Commissioner. This position per-
forms administrative work aiding veterans, their dependents or
survivors in securing veteran entitlements and benefits from state
and federal sources. Safety Coordinator duties include keeping
policies up to date, scheduling safety training needs, responsible
of OSHA compliance.

Desired education requirements are a high school diploma or
GED. A minimum of 2 years of active service in the armed forces
and honorable discharged.

Requires a valid driver’s license in the state of Minnesota.
Completion of MN Veterans Certification Program. Competition
of Basic Workplace Safety Certificate from MN safety Council/MN
Department of Labor & Industry.

Applications may be obtained from the Clearwater County Service
Center located on the 2nd floor of the Clearwater County Court-
house or on the website at www.co.clearwater.mn.us.

Starting Salary $20.32 an hour with full time benefits. Applications
must be submitted to Allen Paulson, Clearwater County Auditor-
Treasurer/Personnel Director no later than November 20th, 2020
at 4:00 P.M. rss3sc
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Glearbrook, Minnesota

TJ Underground Inc, is seek-

ing to hire competent, reliable

workers for underground utility

projects specializing in the in-

stallation of fiber optic cable.
WE ARE LOOKING FOR

Help Wanted

Northwoods Cottage
2 miles North of Bagley
is looking for help
to do direct care support
for adults.
Call Janet at 218-230-9566.

R32-35P

For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225
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Laborers, Directional Drill
Operators, and CDL drivers.
u To apply call 218-487-5230

R49-TFC

\

SUBMIT YOUR
EMPLOYMENT
ADS

nchauls@gvtel com

Gonvick 487-5225

100 Cows

FOR RENT

Brookfield Apts.
in Clearbrook, MN
is accepting applications for a
FUTURE 1 Bd openings.
Laundry room facilities avail-
able & off-street parking. Rent is
based on 30% of your monthly

adjusted gross income. Resident
Manager on site. Applications

and qualifications, contact Ni-
cole at 218-751-6881 or Tina
at 218-407-3146. Accepting ap-
plications for persons of all ages.
Applications online
(@bemidjimangementinc.com.

S.A.V. Black Angus
blood lines
Delmer Nesland

An EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

M34-37C

AD DEADLINE
FRIDAYS NOON

MATTRESS NEW QUEEN MATTRESS
SETS $209 Full Size Set $189. Twin
Set $159, King Pillowtop Set $399. Al
Styles, Sizes, Available Daily Pick-Up Or
Delivery. Brothers Furniture, Your Family
Business Since 2012 One Customer At-
A-Time Experience 218-766-0064 R33-36C

WANTED

Tillable land for rent.
Chad Dyrdahl
218-280-1015

R31-34C

FLOORING SALE: In-stock as low
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates.
Installation available. Mireault’'s
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN,
218-435-6171 or 800-545-617 1mstse-c

1000 Acres

of Land for Sale

HAY FOR SALE

2" Crop Grass

Northeast Baled with John
Red Lake Co. Deere Net Wrap
Oklee MN Oklee

R31-38C

218-796-5211
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Custom
granite
monuments
designed
to fit your
needs.

BUY THIS MONUMENT
$895.00

Buy Factory
Direct!
Avoid Funeral
Home &
Salesman
Commission!

NESS GRANITE WORKS

3 miles N. on Hwy 59, Detroit Lakes, MN
800-309-5191 = www.nessgraniteworks.com

R32-31C

OBITUARIES

Obituary for

Gloria Parenteau
Gloria Mae Parenteau,
age 92, of McIntosh, MN, and
formerly from Brooks, MN
passed away on November
2nd at the Pioneer Memorial
Care Center in Erskine, MN.
Mass of Christian Burial
was held on Saturday No-
vember 7th at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Brooks,
MN. Visitation was at 10 AM,
one hour before the 11 AM
service at the church. Burial
took place immediately after
the service at the St. Joseph’s
Cemetery in Brooks, MN.
Gloria Mae Hanson was
born January 28th, 1928 in
St. Cloud, MN. Gloria was old-
est daughter of Earl and Dora
Hanson. Gloria met Aurel
Parenteau while he was at-
tending St. John’s University
and he swept her off her feet.
They were united in marriage
on September 24, 1948 and he
took her away from city life
to the small town of Brooks.
They resided in Brooks until
they sold the family home in
2016 and moved to Poplar
Meadows in McIntosh, MN.

Gloria enjoyed bowling
golfing and dancing. She was
a member of the St Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Brooks.
She will always be remem-
bered for her attention to
detail and for her accurate
record keeping. She always
knew the details for specific
events. She also played a big
part in helping organize the
Monday golf scrambles in
Erskine. In her later years
she was hooked on Word
Search puzzles, enjoyed read-
ing books and loved watching
Wheel of Fortune.

Gloria is survived by her
children: Mike (Donna) Par-
enteau of Walla Walla WA,
Patti (Clair) Thompson, Lake
Havasu City AZ, Tom (Diane)
Parenteau of Maple Grove,
MN, Steve (Vickey) Grand
Forks, ND, and Joe (Carol)
Parenteau of Thornton CO.,
Grandchildren: Jason (Holli),
Aaron (Nicole), Alicia (Rob),
Eric (Lauren), & Beau, Ad-
dison and Jay. Great grand-
children: Wyatt, Anders, Au-
drina, Talia, Harper, Brooks
and Jacques. Sister, Joyce
Wolhart, brother-in-law,
Marc (Yvonne) Parenteau,
sisters in law, Ione Brooks,
Mary Lou (Lamont) Deaver,
Nancy (Chuck) Stridde and
many other relatives and
friends.

Gloria was preceded in
death by her parents Earl and
Dora, husband Aurel, brother
Doug, brothers-in- law Lyle
Wolhart.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials are preferred to St
Joseph’s Catholic Church,
Brooks MN or to a charity of
your choice. A special thank
you to the caring staff at
Poplar Meadows and Pioneer
Care Center.

Obituary for

Albert Perruzzi
Albert “Al” Perruzzi, age
93, resident of McIntosh
Senior Living in MclIntosh,
passed away on Saturday,
November 7th at McIntosh
Senior Living. No services
will be held at this time. A
private family interment will
be held at a later date at Fort
Snelling National Cemetery
in Minneapolis. Messages of
condolence may be shared at
www.carlinfuneral.com.
Albert Alfred Perruzzi
was born in Salem, Mas-
sachusetts on August 21,
1927 to Domenic and Sofia
(Duca) Perruzzi. He grew up
with three brothers in Port-
land, Maine. After graduat-

ing high school he enlisted in
the United States Navy and
while stationed

in Washington,

DC, he met his

wife of 72 years,

Jeanne Ligeros.

They settled in Maryland for
several years before moving
permanently to Minnesota
and raising two daughters.
“Al” studied to be a draftsman
and took a job with the Min-
nesota Highway Department.
He interrupted his drawing
career to accept a job close to
home in the administrative
offices of Spring Lake Park
school district. He never lost
his love of drawing, however,
and he later joined an archi-
tectural firm from which he
would eventually retire.

He loved working with his
hands and built model ships
and airplanes for his nephews
when they were young. He en-
joyed woodworking and built
furniture and grandfather
clocks. He also volunteered
with Habitat for Humanity.
He loved traveling, a passion
he passed on to both of his
daughters.

Al is survived by his wife,
Jeanne, daughter, Karen
Lesetmoe and husband May-
nard, daughter, Tina Perruzzi
and husband William W.
West IV, two grandchildren
and two great grandchildren.

BUSINESS SERVICES

1)

TJ UNDERGROUND INC
Directional Drilling Services
Call us for your Directional Drilling Needs!

218-487-5230

Olson Gravel, Inc.

Excavating & Concrete
(218) 268-4765

Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available
Basement & septic installation
We deliver anywhere!

*Wash *Beach Sand <Class 5 Mod *River Rock
*Peat Black Dirt *Road Gravel *Rip Rap
Service with Front Discharge Trucks

Excellent Prices on Concrete #4 and #5 Rebar
(Steel or Fiberglass Rebar)

06%-0SN

Obituary for

Evelyn Dahl

Evelyn (Strandberg) Dahl,
96 of Duluth, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 27th, 2020 at Sunnyside
Healthcare Center in Cloquet,
MN where Evelyn spent the
last nine years of her life.

Born in Clearwater Coun-
ty, February 29, 1924, the
daughter of John and Tillie
(Wicken) Strandberg, Clear-
brook Minnesota. She mar-
ried Walter Dahl on May 31,
1960. She was baptized and
confirmed in the Lutheran
Faith. She attended local
school, attended 4-H and
Parochial School. She studied
cosmetology at Fargo, North
Dakota and Cosmetic Sales
Training School in Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota. She worked
at Sportsman’s Lodge, Pine
Lake, Split Rock Grill, North
Shore, as well in Erskine and
Crookston, Minnesota. She

also worked at Iltis Drug,
International Falls. Evelyn
worked several years as a
Cosmetician and Buyer for
Johnson Corner Drug, Bemi-
dji, Minnesota and as a part-
time bookkeeper at Young
Drug, Grand Forks, North
Dakota.

Evelyn’s last years she
worked for St. Louis County
Social Services helping the el-
derly and neighbors. She was
considered the “go to” person
for anyone in need of help.

As a child she loved to sing,
and often sang solo in church
and social functions.

Evelyn enjoyed sewing,
cooking, gardening, canning,
making Christmas wreaths,
but most of all she loved and
cared for her family, they al-
ways came first. She had the
patience’s of a saint.

She was preceded in death
by her parents John & Til-
lie Strandberg, husband
Walter Dahl, brothers Leon,
Emil and Alfred Strandberg,
sisters-in-law Adele (Leon)
Strandberg; Joyce (Emil)
Strandberg, Irene (Tom) Gra-
ham and brothers-in-law
Duane Wagner (Signe); Ron
Steile (Sonja); Tom (Irene)
Graham; Delmont Dahl and
step-daughter Vicky Lynn
Dahl.

Evelyn is survived by her
sisters Signe Wagner, Dar-
lene (Lyle) Clemenson, Sonja
Steile, brother-in-law Dar-
win (Marge) Dahl; children
Joycelyn (Joy) Dahl; John
Dahl; step-sons Kal (Jackie)
Dahl, Greg (Mary) Dahl,
granddaughter Emily (Dahl)
Piotraschke and many nieces
and nephews.

The family would like to
especially thank the nurses
and staff at Sunnyside Health
Care Center for their dedica-
tion, compassion and loving
care given to her; they are all
very special people with the
biggest hearts. Also wish to
thank the countless people
who offered prayer during
this time.

Due to the current pan-
demic a Celebration of Life
with family and friends will
be held at a later date.

Obituary for

Adele Strandberg

Adele Sophie Lindgren
Strandberg, 91, of Interna-
tional Falls, Minnesota, died
on Thursday August 27, 2020
at Rainy Lake Medical Center
in International Falls.

Adele was born on May 31,
1929 in Bagley, MN to Oscar
and Sally Lindgren. She grew
up in Weme, MN and gradu-
ated from Clearbrook High
School.

The former Adele Lind-
gren was united in marriage
to Leon John Strandberg on
July 14, 1947. The couple
then moved to International
Falls and remained the rest

of their days.

She was an active member
of First Lutheran Church. She
enjoyed quilting, fishing, sew-
ing, and spending time with
her grandchildren.

Adele was preceded in
death by her parents; hus-
band, Leon John Strand-
berg; daughter, Linda Diane;
grandchildren, Tanya Cran-
dall, Aurilien Skumatz; and
brothers, Fritz and Norman.

Adele is survived by her
son, L. Allen Strandberg
(Debbie Dunn); daughters,
Barbara (Tom) Wichner, Su-
san (Maynard) Nickelson; five
grandchildren, Lori (Tony)
Udovich, Tim Wichner, Pri-
mus (Kim) Skumatz, Jessie
Skumatz and Apryl (Pete)
Mullvain; nine great-grand-
children, Natalie, Andrea,
and Olivia Udovich, Ethan
and Mason Wichner, P.J. Sku-
matz V, Evan and Emeryson
Mullvain, Tevin Foss; broth-
er, Rev Arnold Lindgren; and
sister, Nora Johnson.

A private family interment
was held at the VFW section
of Forest Hill Cemetery in
International Falls.

Condolences may be left at
www.greenlarsen.com.

Arrangements are with
Green-Larsen Mortuary, Inc.

301 Lambert St * Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com ¢ 218-796-5131

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS
e Building Materials Sales * Windows & Window Treatments
¢ Paints & Painting Supplies

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!
o We're glad to help you with any building problem you may have.

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

Please Call Us
for a Quote

218-253-2585 ¢ 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 + 907 Main Avenue South 29 Gauge Painted or
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 ¢ Fallsbuidlingcenter.com ePY Ve RS == Natele e}

» Post-Frame Buildings + Garages or Siding Available.

« Building Materials * Shops CALL FOR
+ Siding and Roofing ~ » Homes CURRENT PRICING
» Windows RtfinC

Obituary for

Donald J. Knutson

Donald J. Knutson, 60 of
Thief River Falls, MN passed
away peacefully on Thursday,
November 5, 2020 at Valley
Senior Living in Grand Forks,
ND.

A gathering time for family
and friends will be held from
1:00 PM until 3:00 PM with
a 3:00 PM prayer service on
Saturday, November 14, 2020
at Johnson Funeral Service in
Thief River Falls, MN.

Donald James Knutson
was born August 1, 1960
in Bemidji, MN the son of
Sherman and Frances “Jean”
(Roberts) Knutson. He was
baptized and confirmed at
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Red Lake, MN. He at-
tended the Mission Elemen-
tary School in Red Lake and
graduated from Oklee High
School.

On October 20, 1979 Don
was united in marriage to
Toni Flatgard at Salem Lu-
theran Church north of Oklee.
They made their home in the
Oklee area where they raised
their three children, Cassan-
dra, Dustin and Lee.

He worked several places

in the area including North-
land Vault Company and Cus-
tom Wood Products. Don was
part of the Oklee Volunteer
Fire Department and EMT
Services.

Don enjoyed watching pro-
fessional wrestling which in-
cluded his nephew Josh Price
“The Minnesota Wrecker” and
son-in-law Ox of “The Bark-
ing Spiders”. He also enjoyed
playing softball, camping
& hunting with his family,
watching old movies, and he
especially enjoyed spending
time with his grandchildren.

Don was as loving and car-
ing as he was strong willed
and stubborn. He was always
there for his family and would
give anyone the shirt off his
back.

Survivors include his
three children, Cassandra
(Trevor “Ox”) Leseman of
Carlton, MN, Dustin (Jess)
Knutson of Oklee and Lee
(Kayla) Knutson of Thief
River Falls; grandchildren,
Timothy, Kassidy, Ashlynn,
Theo and Gemma; siblings,
Sherry Ralph of Thief River
Falls, Karen (Steve) Linvick
of Park Hill, OK, and Moonie
(Jodi) Knutson of Holding-
ford, MN; sister-in-law, Mar-
garet (Bronken) Olmstead
of Idaho; nieces & nephews,
Jami (Jay Douglas) Habben,
Shauna Knutson, Joshua
(Joni) Kappes, Sydney Ralph,
Sara Swift, Sean Linvick,
Terrance Linvick, Dylan Lin-
vick, Lauren (Kyle) Volkers,
Keaton Knutson; and many
other relatives and friends.

Don is preceded in death
by his parents; siblings, Sher-
man Jr. and Sandy Knutson;
brother-in-law, Gary Ralph;
niece, Morgan Ralph.

Condolences may be sent
at www.johnsonfuneralser-
vice.com

sSubmit Obituaries
& Memorials

to Richards Publishing at richards@gvtel.com
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NO WORD SEARCH
THIS WEEK!

Look for a new word search
in next week's Canary.
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Ask a Trooper

by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Today I
am sharing
a story that
was shared
on the Min-
nesota Department of Public
Safety’s blog at the end of Oc-
tober. I believe it carries an
important message as of today
we have had 339 deaths on our
roadways in Minnesota.

“The chairs stretch off into
the distance of an empty field
—rows and rows of them. They
look innocent enough, with snow
falling gently on their black
surfaces, and you wonder what
they’re there for. A wedding,
perhaps? Some sort of gradu-
ation? But their true purpose
isn’t one of celebration, but of
tragedy: Each of the over 300
chairs represents a person who
has died on Minnesota roads so
far this year. Three hundred
empty chairs. Three hundred
lives cut short. Thousands of
broken hearts.

Sarah Delaney steps up to
the podium in front of this
haunting display and struggles
for composure. She’s an EMT —
has been for 15 years — so she’s
seen a lot of awful things. But
the Jan. 1 call she speaks of will
never leave her, because that
crash changed her life forever.
Her anguished voice portrays
the horror of the scene: the pas-
senger in the front seat clearly
dead, the driver still clinging
to life. Her medical training
kicks in, but as she helps the
driver, she glances again at the
passenger, and the awful truth
begins to dawn. Those tousled,
unwieldy curls are familiar. The

Beautiful Late Fall Weather

By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

I know some people like to
see the white stuff fly in the
air....snow! But, I don’t know
who could complain about the
last week of absolutely beauti-
ful early November weather! I
know it has helped me so much
do many of things I should have
done in June, July, or August!
Now, when you back is against
the wall it is no wonder you can
really get a lot of work done. In
the last week or so I cleaned the
garage, cleaned off the porch, got
tractors put away for the winter.
These are all things I could have
done a month or more ago but it
took the threat of winter for me
to kick it into gear!

Last week at our Tri River Pi-
oneers meeting one of our mem-
bers, Greg Harstad, mentioned
that we should start up some of
our tractors and get them ready
for winter. So Sunday Greg, and
Kyle Qualley, Jolene Qualley,
and myself met at the museum
to have some fun! Since we
had no 4th of July celebration
in Plummer this year, and
many other celebrations were
cancelled many of our tractor
were not used this summer
and had been sitting for quite a
while. I brought some gas and
seafoam, Greg brought his bat-
tery charger and some starting
fluid, and Kyle brought some
tools and we went to work. You
know Murphy’s Law right, well
it was not that bad, but nothing
just started and ran like a top!
We found a bad coil, and a clutch
that wouldn’t release, and lots
of dead batteries! But, when all
was said and done we got three
tractors started and limbered
up and although a couple didn’t
start we got them put away for
winter and another day we will
have to give it another try!
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I got to drive a 33 Massey
Harris, an M Farmall, a 77
Oliver, and we pulled an 8N
Ford and a G Allis Chalmers.
We did not get to the BR John
Deere, but don’t worry we will.
After our tractor morning was
over I headed for home with
some more tractor fixing to do.
At home I got to drive a 4640,
4020, and an A John Deere. 1
also used my H Farmall to do
some chores. Soif I am counting
right on this beautiful Noveme-
ber day I got to drive or ride on
9 different tractors. Now that is
my kind of day! So thanks Greg
and Kyle, but mostly thanks No-
vember for giving us a 70 degree
day to play tractors!

Tractor Trivia

1. The 33 Massey replaced
what model?

A)22 B) 30 C) The 101
Junior D) 44

2. The model 33 Massey was
made from 1952- .

A) 1954 B) 1955 C) 1956
D) 1957

3. The model 33 Massey had
a cylinder continental
engine.
A)4 B)6 C)8 D)2
4. The 77 Oliver has a
cylinder engine.
A)2 B)4 C)6 D)8

5. The little model G Allis
Chalmers has a speed
transmission.

A)3 B)y4 C5 D)6

Answers: 1. B.30 2. B)
1955 3. A.4CYL 4. C. 6CYL
5. A. 3

Tractor fun in Plummer!!

bracelets on the lifeless wrist,
too. The dead passenger is her
own son.

May you never know the
anguish of celebrating your
child’s 18th birthday without
him. May you never look with
dread toward the upcoming holi-
days —his favorite Thanksgiving
dish uneaten; his most desired
Christmas gift unopened. And
yes, life is a chancy thing. But
those 300 chairs? They didn’t
have to be there. Because every
one of the traffic deaths they
represent was preventable.

As of this writing, the num-
ber of traffic deaths on Minneso-
ta roads has risen to 316. There
were 298 at this same time last
year. Ninety of these deaths are
alcohol related (93 last year),
25 are distraction-related (33
last year), but the last two
stats are almost incomprehen-
sible. At this time last year, 63
people had died in speed related
crashes. This year’s number is
95. And this year’s unbelted
statistic is similarly shocking:
Last year’s 58 has risen to 80
this year.

It's hard to say why these
numbers have increased so

sharply. Roads made empty by
the COVID-19 shutdown have
tempted motorists to 100 mph
speeds and above, but not every-
thing is that cut and dried. What
is clear is that we can prevent
these tragedies. But it takes
all of us. We all have to wear
our seat belts. We all have to
find a sober ride. We all have to
put away distractions and obey
the speed limit. We all have to
commit to safe, smart driving,
or we condemn more mothers
like Sarah to unspeakable grief.

So when that grieving moth-
er looks at the camera and,
despite her torment, begs you
and every other Minnesotan
to “slow down, put your phone
away, drive sober, buckle up,
and concentrate on the road,”
are you really going to deny her?

Are you?”

Theology in the Trenches

By Kathleen Kjolhaug

Ms. Charlie - Part 1

A little girl with a curl and
a braid or two Ms. Charlie did
have. Refined as Thine singing
sweet music into the souls of
many she would become. Now,
may her story be a sweet, sweet
sound in your ear.

“It’s not what you're called,
but what you answer to.” This
from the man Charlie admired
most, her father. Carpentry
was his trade, but wisdom was
his trademark as he built and
equipped saints for generations
to come. And, Charlie would be
among those saints.

One of five daughters, she
learned well from her daddy. He
not only lived large in her eyes,
but gave her a blue-print from
which she could launch with
stability.

She recalls an episode clari-
fying his quiet strength. “One
day while I was in Jr. High,
one of my teachers asked me
a question. The teacher called
me Charmaine, and I did not
respond. To the principal’s office
I was sent. My name is Charlie,
so I didn’t respond! Once in the
office, the principal called my
father in to have a little meeting
of the minds.”

“He could not afford to leave
work, but in he came! I just said,
‘Daddy, my name isn’t Char-
maine, it’s Charlie.” (And why
wouldn’t a girl want to take on
the name of her father whom she
admired greatly? How could any-
one argue not only the logic but
the heart from whence it came?)

Upon hearing her side of the
story, “Daddy told me to go on
back to class. To this day I know
not what he said, but from then
on, every one of my teachers
called me Charlie!”

Back-tracking further, Char-
lie recalls that all seemed well,
until it wasn’t. This man, her
father whom she loved, decided
to join “The Black Steal Worker’s
Union” in Burmington, AL where
they lived. The knocking upon
the front door pounded in sync
with the beat of her heart the
night the Ku Klux Klan decided
to make one more great divide
in a nation marked by their

remarks. “You have twenty-four
hours to get your black ass out
of town.”

“Daddy’s response to us came
quickly, ‘A dead father is no fa-
ther at all,” and soon he was not
only packed but on his way out...
leaving us all behind.”

In the mind of a little girl, the
back story matters and piecing
it together throughout the years
has been a journey. After he’d
been gone a short while, Charlie
remembers what happened next.

“With tags pinned to the
clothing of five little people, and
tickets reading Trenton, NdJ, we
soon arrived at our destination
by train.” Never mind they were
going away from one by the name
of mama, all would soon be in the
arms of the man Charlie missed
most, her daddy and every mile
traveled to get there would be
worth it.

Joy is an odd word to use for
such a time as this. Who would
think that something so tumultu-
ous as the uprooting of a family
could bring about such a thing?
But it did. Generations to come
would know joy even though the
deposit of faith went only as far
as dropping them off at church for
Sunday School. Even that would
be enough to plant a seed or two.
Faith as big as a mustard seed
would begin to not only sprout
but grow.

Charlie’s life offers not only
insight but hope which can and
does bridge divides. She offers
forgiveness to those who have
offended and trespassed as dem-
onstrated through authenticated
actions of a life well rooted in the
love of Christ Jesus.

Charlie recalls, “Mama was
not on that train, which meant
all five little girls would eventu-
ally be in the hands of a stepmom
who had no emotional ties to any
of us.” And, it showed.

“Placing us by day in a cellar
so as not to be a bother was one
way she demonstrated her lack
of interest in us.”

However, what is it Charlie
remembers? “I never had an
empty stomach. I was never
thirsty, and although I didn’t
have the best clothes, I never
went without food. For that I am
grateful!”

However, there were times
of testing.

I suppose a yanking is better
than a spanking but when it’s
done by the root of braided hair, it
was felt. “There had to have been
a knock or two around because
there were bruises a time or two
along the way. If memory serves,
a voice came from down deep and
T announced definitively one day,
that it would stop or else! And for
some reason, to my surprise, |
was never touched again.”

Tenacity and bravery de-
scribes the actions taken that day
which would equip Charlie for all
that was yet to come. Nothing
goes to waste with the equip-
ping of saints upon this earth.
Courage and fortitude were les-
sons learned...often in not such
preferable ways.

Strength has a way of lying in
wait for such a time as this and
truth-be-told, it was the strength
of her daddy that seemed to
bubble up just in the nick of time
this time! Or was it her Heav-
enly Father who'd planted faith
in Sunday School? Perhaps the
latter was beginning to grow...
perhaps the latter.

“If you have faith as small as a
mustard seed, you can say to this
mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,” and it would
obey you.” (Luke 17:6). Amen.
(To be continued...)
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