Earl & Bergit Swenson (2015)

Earl & Bergit Swenson, a
lifetime of accomplishments

Editor's Note: As this story is
going to print, we received notice
that Earl passed away. He has
left behind a great legacy. See
Earl's obit on page 7.

This story is written by Earl's
son, Curt Swenson

Bergit was born in 1923 and
grew up near Hill City, Min-
nesota. She raised animals on
the farm of her parents, Olaf &
Carrie Jellum. Bergit graduated
from Grand Rapids High School
in 1941.

Earl was born in 1921 five
miles north of Oklee, and he
grew up on farms north and
south of Oklee. He attended
school at Bucktown School, a
2-room schoolhouse in Lam-
bert Township. At age 14, he
graduated from 8th grade and
worked full time on the farm of
his parents, Selmer & Synneva
Swenson. After farming and be-
ing in business for many years,
Earl was awarded a GED in
Oklee at age 60.

In the early 1940s, Earl
farmed and also drove busses
for Oklee Public Schools and
McIntosh Public Schools.

Earl & Bergit met at a church
convention in Emo, Ontario in
1942. Bergit was an avid horse
rider, and Earl visited her on
his Indian and Harley Davidson
motorcycles.

Earl & Bergit were married
in Grand Rapids on November
10, 1944 and made their home
on a farm five miles south of
Oklee. Later, they moved into
Oklee, and they have resided for
the past 20 years in their house
in Oklee on “Sunset Corner”.

Earl & Bergit have five chil-
dren, all of whom graduated
from Oklee High School: Karen
Carlson (husband Doug) in
Round Rock, Texas, Curt Sw-
enson (Caroline) in Burr Ridge,
Illinois, Tim Swenson (Donna)
in Marshall, Minnesota, Don
Swenson (Cheri) in Ramona,
California, and Sherry Dake
(Larry) in Oklee, Minnesota.
Earl & Bergit have 13 grand-
children and 29 great grand-
children.

Earl was an entrepreneur
and was engaged in many dif-

ferent business ventures in the
Oklee area over the past 80
years —including driving school
bus, raising mink, grain farm-
ing, raising livestock, selling
petroleum products, trucking
(hay, straw, grain, livestock,
gravel, cars, spare parts), run-
ning a restaurant, and selling
and servicing farm machin-
ery, cars, trucks, snowmobiles,
recreational equipment, and
trailers.

In addition to raising five
children, growing a beautiful
vegetable garden, and support-
ing Earl’s business ventures,
Bergit drove school bus in Oklee
for 40 years through all the
weather conditions of northern
Minnesota, including bitter cold
and drifting snow. She took
a great interest in the Oklee-
area children whom she drove
to school and to special events.

Bergit also was trained as
an EMT and drove the Oklee
Ambulance whenever needed.
During the years that Earl
sold farm machinery, Bergit
was often on the road getting
spare parts that were needed
by farmers.

No one kept a tally of Earl
& Bergit’s millions of miles of
safe driving.

Open for Business in Oklee

In 1952, Earl & Bergit traded
their farm and their livestock
for a service station and a
house in Oklee. The station was
located at the corner of Main
Street and 2nd Avenue where
Earl has been in business for
most of the past 67 years. On
January 2, 1953, Earl opened
for business as a Massey Harris
farm machinery dealer as well
as a Cities Service station with
bulk fuel delivery. He expanded
the original building several
times in subsequent years.

At that time, gas and fuel oil
came to Oklee via the Soo Line
Railroad and was pumped into
storage tanks along the tracks.
Earl then pumped the gas and
fuel oil into his bulk truck for
delivery to the service station
and to customers in town and
in the country. In the 1960s,
the Cities Service brand was

Earl & Bergit’s Wedding (1944).

changed to Citgo. Then Citgo
was bought out by Gulf Oil, and
subsequently the brand was
switched to Conoco.

Earl also provided AAA Ga-
rage and Road Service, includ-
ing towing services, for many
years.

Trucking

In 1954, Earl started S&L
(Swenson & LiaBraaten) Truck-
ing. They hauled cattle to the
stockyards of South St. Paul,
horses to the port of Duluth,
and hay to Kansas and Ne-
braska. They hauled spare
farm machinery parts and used
cars back to Oklee. This later
became S&S (Swenson & Soren-
son) Trucking.

Selling Farm Machinery

When Earl started the
Massey Harris farm machinery
business in 1953, Oklee already
had numerous farm machinery
dealers. Earl recalled that the
following brands were sold in
Oklee about that time: John
Deere, Allis Chalmers, Case,
Ford, Minneapolis Moline, Oli-
ver, Cockshutt, International,
Co-op, and Minnesota. Nev-
ertheless, Earl developed a
customer base that extended
across a large area of northern
Minnesota.

By 1956, Earl was the 2nd
largest Massey Harris dealer
in Minnesota. That year, Earl
and his crew sold more than 50
new and used combines.

Massey Harris did not have
a self-propelled grain swather
at that time, so Earl added
Owatonna swathers to his busi-
ness. He also added Ferguson
tractors, and then Ferguson
and Massey Harris merged to
become Massey-Ferguson.

The boom did not last. Farm-
ers struggled with unusually
wet weather in 1957. Also, the
federal government came out
with the Soil Bank program in
which farmers were paid to not
raise crops. In northern Min-
nesota, many farmers signed up
for 10 years of Soil Bank. Earl
had an auction sale to dispose of
his large inventory of used farm
machinery.

Selling Automobiles

In 1954, Earl started selling
Plymouth and DeSoto auto-
mobiles. Soon after that, he
also became a dealer for Dodge
automobiles. In the 1950s and
1960s, car styling changed ev-
ery year, and Earl always had
a few of the latest new models
on hand at his small dealership.

A larger part of Earl’s au-
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Standing: Tim, Curt, and Don, Sitting: Sherry, Earl, Bergit, Karen (2008).

tomobile operation was selling
and servicing many brands
of used cars and trucks. This
also led Earl into the salvage
business. Many old cars and
trucks were put in a salvage
yard on the west edge of Oklee,
and these vehicles were a source
of used engines and other parts
for many years.

Selling Trucks

In 1956, Earl added GMC
trucks to his list of business
ventures. He sold and serviced
GMC trucks of all types, includ-
ing school busses with GMC
chassis for Oklee Public Schools
and other schools in northern
Minnesota.

After the farm machinery
business died, the new and used
truck business became an im-
portant part of Earl & Bergit’s
livelihood. A key part of this
business was selling and install-
ing Grainmaster truck boxes
and hydraulic hoists. Earl
sometimes traveled to the Twin
Cities or Chicago and purchased
used trucks that were capable of
providing many more miles of
reliable service. Earl installed
new boxes and hoists on these
trucks for local farmers.

Snowmobiles

One of the most successful
of Earl’s business ventures was

Swenson...
continued on page 2

Earl’s first business in Oklee (1953).

Earl and employees Darlene Enerson (now Sollie),
Truman Thompson, Albert Boucher, Bill Champagne, and
Larry O’Neill (1956).

Trucks for sale in Oklee (1981).

Earl with a 1957 Dodge Station Wagon.

There were a lot of activities and

Clare and Grace Roed and Heidee Smeby round out buckets full of
candy and surprises as they play fun games at the Win-E-Mac Halloween
Party held on October 27th at the school.

games at the Win-E-Mac Halloween
Party held on Sunday, October 27th.
Here, Divinity Hedlund is off to another
game.
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Happy Halloween from everyone at Team Nord's! Nord's Pharmacy & Gifts in Fosston.

Do you Qualify
for a Reduction in
Property Taxes?

Disabled Veterans’ Home-
stead Property Tax Exclusion

Who is eligible?

This program provides a
property tax exclusion for the
homestead of:

1. an honorably discharged
veteran who has a service-
connected disability rating of
70% percent or higher

2. surviving spouses of cer-
tain qualifying veterans and
service members

3. primary family caregivers
of qualifying veterans

How do I apply?

Applications are available in
your County Assessor’s office.
You must apply by December
15 to qualify for the exclusion on
the current year’s market value
for taxes payable next year (ex-
cept for manufactured homes
assessed as personal property,
which are taxed in the same
year they are assessed).

Earl in International 500
Race (1977).

Swenson...
continued from front

selling and servicing snowmo-
biles for 28 years, from 1968
until he sold the business in
1996. Earl started as an Arctic
Cat dealer, and in 1972, he
signed up as a Polaris dealer,
and many of his customers con-
tinued to come to him for snow-
mobiles, clothing, and service.

For Earl & Bergit’s children
and grandchildren, a trip to
Oklee in the winter always
included riding snowmobiles.
It didn’t matter if the tempera-
ture was 30 degrees F below
zero, Earl was ready to lead the

annual Huynter’s Dihher
and Bake Sale

SERVING...
Meatballs, mashed potatoes & gravy,
corn & dessert
$12/ADULT $6/12 & UNDER,
478 UNDER ARE FREE.
$40 MAX PER FAMILY,

Nazareth Lutheran Churc

Rural Trail

Tired of wasting money
on late fees?

DON'T MISS ANOTHER DUE DATE!

Pay all your bills online through your
personal checking account. It's simple!

CALL 1-218-796-5157 TODAY
TO SPEAK WITH ROBYN MORINVILLE.

Robyn Morinville

oge0

STATE
BANK
PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 56742 =y m

Phone
218-796-5157

snowmobile riders over fields
and hills and down the frozen
river. Bergit always had an
abundant supply of warm snow-
mobile clothing and warm food
and beverages when the riders
returned.

In 1976, Earl rode a Polaris
snowmobile in the International
500 Race from St. Paul towards
Winnipeg, but he and others
got lost in a snowstorm and
were disqualified. The next
year, 1977, when the race went
in the opposite direction from
Winnipeg to St. Paul, Earl ran
the complete race and was the
oldest finisher at age 56.

Arcady Inn

In 1970, Earl purchased the
Corner Café, which gave him
more space to park cars and
trucks near his dealership.
He had not planned to run a
restaurant, but like his other
ventures, he jumped in with
both feet. He purchased the
former Oklee Post Office build-
ing next door and used it as a
dining room for the restaurant,
which he renamed Arcady Inn.
He also added a buffet line to
the restaurant. Bergit was
able to help at the restaurant
between school bus routes. In
1985, Arcady Inn was sold to
one of the employees.

Mayor of Oklee

In the period 1979 to 1984,
Earl served as a Councilman
and then was elected as Mayor
of Oklee. According to Earl,
projects and issues during that
time included remodeling of
the Inter-County Building in
Oklee, the conversion of Oklee’s
seldom-used golf course into a
housing development, and the
usual problems with “cats and
dogs”.

BG Products

In 1974, Earl started sell-
ing BG lubrication products,
which were marketed to extend
life and improve efficiency of
engines, transmissions, and
cooling systems. In 1979, Earl
became the BG distributor for
north Minnesota, North Da-
kota, and 13 counties in South
Dakota, an area of 180,000
square miles. Earl and his
employees spent a lot of time

on the road and, in 2004, after
25 years selling BG products, he
sold this business.

Selling Trailers

In 1993, Earl began selling
enclosed trailers, open trailers,
gooseneck trailers, and dump
trailers to farmers, contractors,
sportsmen, and other customers
throughout Minnesota and else-
where. He started with Pace
American and Rainbow brands
and added US Cargo, Cargo
Express, Tarnel, DoolLittle,
and other brands. Earl hauled
many trailers to Oklee from
factories in Indiana, Wisconsin,
Missouri, and Manitoba.

Earl has had an active trailer
business for over 25 years, and
he has recently taken steps
to wind down this business at
age 98.

Storage Business
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Annual eer Ftunters

Meatball Supper

Saturday, November 9, 2019
5-8:00 p.m.
Erskine Community Center

Free Will Contribution
Sponsored by Grace Lutheran Church

Werg"e
elcom,,

M31-33C

In 2010, Earl built the Oklee
Mini Storage building on Main
Street to provide customers
with temporary storage. This
business was sold in 2018.

Restoring Old Tractors

Earl has found some time in
recent years to collect and re-
store old Massey Harris tractors
like the ones he sold to farmers
65 years ago. He currently has
five of these tractors.

Living in Oklee

Earl & Bergit thrived for
many years in the warm sum-
mers and cold winters of north-
ern Minnesota (when Earl could
operate his snowplow). Some
say that Earl & Bergit will
never fully retire, but they have
slowed down and are enjoying
the things that are the most
important to them — their faith
and their family.

Oklee Mini Storage on Main Street (2015).

Earl & Bergit on the road selling BG Products (1984).

Arcady Inn in Oklee (1974). More photos on pg. 7

HUNTER

SUPPER!

Deer Season Opener Tradition!

Gully Town Hall

TAKE-OUTS
AVAILABLE

Meatballs, Potatoes,
Wild Rice, Veggies,
Jello, Lefse, Rolls,

Dessert & Beverage.

Come as you are.
ALL WELCOME!

$12

adults & 13+ yrs. | :: LADIES
$6 L)
for 6-12 yrs. FALL
donation MARKET!

for pre-school

Sponsored by LUND LUTHERAN CHURCH, Gully |§
O
MEAL PROCEEDS WILL BE USED TOWARD GENERAL OPERATION EXPENSES.

Ron Roed

BARBER

Mcintosh

Tuesday-Friday
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

¥Fot Advice on Romance,
Contact Ronnie Vaa
ot Jim Wectish¥

R20NC

Dear Romance advisors
from Ron’s Barbershop,

I'm so thankful that you are
there for us, so we can come to
you for these hard Questions on
romance. Ronis an all right guy
but when it comes to romance,
he certainly does not seem to
know much. Anyway, this is
my problem in thinking about
matrimony. Should a person
buy an expensive ring and go on
a less expensive honeymoon or
should I buy a cheaper ring and
have more money for a wild hon-
eymoon, maybe even to go out
of state to Fargo or something.

Perplexed

Dear Perplexed,

We here at the “Romance Di-
vision of Ron’s barbershop” feel
your pain and this our advise.
We suggest with questions like
this —never act too hasty. Think
about it for a long time. A snap
decision you should not make.
In the mean time, "keep your
money in the bank" and maybe
buy a good fishing rod. If we can
be of more help let us know in
the future.

NEWS Alert: Melford Grudy-
son has now joined our team of
experts at the romance center.

Plan on

attending

The Clearwater Trail Blaz-
ers Snowmobile Club will be
meeting on Tuesday, November
12th at 7:30 pm at the club-
house in Leonard. All trails will
be discussed.

Sons of Norway
meeting

Sons of Norway Granlund
Lodge #240 will hold its month-
ly meeting at 6:30 Thursday
evening, November 14, at the
Embassy Center in Fosston.
After the business meeting,
members will trim stamps for
the TUBFRIM organization
in Norway that helps children
and youth with disabilities and
handicaps. The Tubfrim orga-
nization has from the start in
1928, donated over 2 % million
dollars to charity. Guests are
always welcome.

Women of the
ELCA to gather

The Conference Two Women
of the ELCA Fall Gathering will
be held Saturday, November
2nd at the Gully Community
Center, Gully Minnesota. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Registration
will be held from 8:30 to 9 a.m.
with morning coffee. The pro-
gram begins at 9 a.m.

A morning fellowship and
inspiration has been planned.
Olive Wiskow from Goodridge
will be speaking about her
diagnosis with cancer and hav-
ing been given a short time
to live years ago. We also will
be entertained with the Gully
Parish Youth group skit “Dr.
Armstrongs Desk”.

Contact Gelene, geldeen@
gvtel.com, if any questions.

Need to write
a note? Make a
shopping list?

Richards Publishing Co.
218-487-5225
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CLASSIFIED ADS

CURRENTLY HIRING:
DAY AND NIGHT SHIFT
PRODUCTION WORKERS

Consolidated Equipment Group, LLC is currently hiring Day and Night
Production workers. Production workers should have experience in
any or all of the following areas: Welding, Powder Paint and Assembly.
Applicants should be capable of lifting 50 pounds, be detail oriented,
show a mechanical aptitude and be willing to flex where needed.

Consolidated Equipment Group, LLC is a leading manufacturer of skid
steer and compact tractor attachments and has been designing, building,
and selling quality equipment for over 70 years. We offer a competitive
benefits package that includes medical, dental, disability, life insurance,
paid time off, as well as a 401K plan with 3% company contribution.

R33-34C

Please apply in person at: 920 Airport Road, Fosston, MN 56542

SEASONAL
PRODUCTION
WORKER

Consolidated Equipment Group, LLC is currently hiring Seasonal
Production Workers through the winter months. Production workers
should have experience in any or all of the following areas: Welding,
Powder Paint and Assembly. Applicants should be capable of lifting 50
pounds, be detail oriented, show a mechanical aptitude and be willing to
flex where needed.

Consolidated Equipment Group, LLC is a leading manufacturer of
skid steer and compact tractor attachments and has been designing,
building, and selling quality equipment for over 70 years.

R33-34C

Please apply in person at: 920 Airport Road, Fosston, MN 56542

Ultima Bank Minnesota
seeking Customer Service
Representative for Fosston
Branch location. Duties in-
clude cash handling and open-
ing and servicing customer
accounts. Full time position
with competitive wage pack-
age and benefits. To apply,
email resume to aaron@

ultimabank.com R33-34C

'

V.

Early Childnood Position Available

Do you like working with young children &
their families? Would you like to work in a
family friendly environment? Would you like to
work for an agency that promotes professional
growth and has room for career advancement?
Are you looking for a career with great benefits?

Inter-County Community Council is accepting applications for
an opening in our Head Start program:

Early Head Start Home Visitor: 40 hours a week, year round,
office based in Thief River Falls, MN, working with families of
children ages birth to 3 years, provide in home educational visits
with families on a weekly basis, minimum of a Child Development
Associate, AA degree preferred; experience with young children
preferred, additional training will be provided. Must be able to
pass a background check.

Substitutes: We are building our roster of substitutes for all
of our classroom positions (Thief River Falls, Oklee, Fosston,
Win-E-Mac, and Bagley) for teachers, bus drivers and classroom
assistants. These are an on-call basis. Open until filled.

Application and position specific information, including job du-
ties, salary and educational requirements are available on our
website at www.intercountycc.org . Send completed application
and resume to Inter-County Community Council, attn.: Human
Resources, PO Box 189, Oklee, MN 56742 or hr@intercountycc.
org. Applications must be received by Tuesday, November 12
at 4:30PM, unless listed as open until filled. Call 218-796-5144
x. 1028 for more information.

( Custodian | )

Facilities Management Department

The Polk County Facilities Department has an immediate open-
ing for a full time, benefitted Custodian | position. This position
performs a variety of custodial duties including emptying trash,
sweeping, mopping and vacuuming floors, cleaning restrooms,
and ordering and stocking supplies.

This position will be assigned a primary location, however, will
be required to work at multiple facility locations as needed and
assigned; including the jail. Applicants must have a high school
diploma or GED. Previous custodial experience is preferred but
not required. A valid driver’s license is required for this position.
Wage range for this position is $15.16 - $19.27/hour; DOE and
qualifications. An application and job description can be found on
Polk County’s website: www.co.polk.mn.us or contact the Polk
County Administrator’s Office at (218) 281-5408. Please send
your completed application along with a cover letter and resume
to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, 612 N. Broadway, Room
211, Crookston, MN. Applications will be received until 4:30 p.m.,
November 13, 2019. All qualified applicants will be considered
UOF employment. EEO. M32-33C y

Polk County-Service Desk Technician

Polk County is seeking applicants for a full-time Service Desk
Technician in the IT department, performing a variety of communica-
tion, documentation, troubleshooting, installation, configuration, and
end user education/training tasks related to multiple IT equipment
and systems. Post-secondary education and specialized training
required. Wage range: $22.79 - $28.97/hour; DOE and qualifica-
tions. A full job description and application can be obtained online
at http://www.co.polk.mn.us click on Careers or by contacting the
Polk County Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408. Applications
for this position will be received in the Administrator’s Office,
Polk County Government Center, 612 N. Broadway, Room 211,
Crookston, MN until 4:30 p.m., November 20, 2019. EEO ws3.31¢

\ ICCC is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. RIZC

Maintenance | - Facilities Management Department

The Polk County Facilities Department has an immediate open-
ing for a full time, benefitted Maintenance | position. This position
performs technical work performing building maintenance & re-
model projects. Performs semi-skilled repair of electrical, plumb-
ing, carpentry, boilers & HVAC systems. Primary work location is
in a jail setting at the Justice Center. 1-2 years of experience in
repairing & maintaining water pipe fixtures and other plumbing as
well as upkeep of light commercial equipment and boilers. Ap-
plicants must have a high school diploma or GED and moderate
experience in building maintenance, boilers and construction or
equivalent combination of education and experience. A valid driver’s
license is required for this position. Wage range for this position
is $16.07 - $20.42 /hour; DOE and qualifications. An application
and job description can be found on Polk County’s website: www.
co.polk.mn.us click on Careers or contact the Polk County Admin-
istrator’s Office at (218) 281-5408. Please send your completed
application and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s Office,
612 N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN. Applications will
be received until 4:30 p.m., November 20, 2019. All qualified ap-
plicants will be considered for employment. EEO. wss-sac

NEW MATTRESSES WITH
BOXSPRINGS FOR LESS Brother's
Rigcoqlnté:urlnitureEoft Bbei\lmri]dj(ij \lNe2 &rg
amily Business Established In
Jipprox dxix, $10.00 e 2 |Queen Sets $209, Full $189,Twin

BULK Discount rate available. $159 and King Pillowtop Sets $379.
JAKE MAST  218-776-2266 3 |218-766-0064 o

0000000000000 0000000c00
FOR RENT - 2 BEDROOM, 1 bath,

FLOORING SALE: In-stock as low
single car attached garage. No pets.

as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low
$750 per month plus utilities, $750

as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as

low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates.
deposit. Located in Thief River Falls.
Call 218-681-7582, leave a mes-

Installation available. Mireault’s
sage. 033NC

SLAB WOOD
FOR SALE

Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN,
218-435-6171 or 800-545-617 1wmsticc

BUSINESS SERVICES

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

Contact our local
29 Gauge Painted Rep Mike COOper
or Galvanized Steel

Roofing or Siding at

CALL FOF 218-556-9479

CALL FOR
CURRENT PRICING

Please Call Us Post-Frame Buildings « Garages

for a Quote « Building Materials e Shops
» Siding and Roofing ¢ Homes

« Windows 2

&

218-253-2585 * 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 » 907 Main Avenue South
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

Olson Gravel, Inc.
Excavating & Concrete

(218) 268-4765

Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available
Basement & septic installation
We deliver anywhere!

*Wash <Beach Sand *Class 5 Mod *River Rock
*Peat *Black Dirt *\Road Gravel *Rip Rap
Service with Front Discharge Trucks

Excellent Prices on Concrete #4 and #5 Rebar

OLy-8YIN

(Steel or Fiberglass Rebar)

Certified Nursing Assistant

Cornerstone Residence
Assisted Living
in Fosston and Bagley
Immediate job opening for a CNA.

Flexible hours, Benefits, and excellent wages.

For more information call Kristi in Bagley at 218-694-2378
Call Ruby in Fosston at 218-435-6333
Download applications at www.cornerstoneshc.com
EOE rostrc

For more information on MGAN ads call:
218-487-5225
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JOIN OUR TEAM

Essentia Health Fosston Openings
POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN
FULL TIME, PART TIME, AND CASUAL STATUS.

Essentia Health Living Center is now Hiring:
CNAs
LPNs
Medication Aide

Essentia Health Hospital:
RNs
Paramedic
Radiologic Technologist

Essentia Health offers competitive salary and benefits

Apply at: www.EssentiaCareers.org
EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled

R29tfn

FAX SERVICE at Richards Publish-
ing, Gonvick. Send $1.50 first page,
$1.00 each additional. To receive,
50¢ per page. RStfc

Quality Construction Materials
* Building Materials Sales

* Windows & Window Treatments
* Paints & Painting Supplies

LAMINATING DONE from busi-
ness card size to letter size, while
you wait. Richards Publishing Co.,
Gonvick. Rtfc
PASSPORT PICTURES at Richards
Publishing, Gonvick. $10.00. Call
to set up an appointment. 487-
5225 RStfc

Ix/

Sounds like
multiplication?

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE
BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!
We're glad to help you with
any building problem you may have.
301 Lambert St
Oklee, MN 56742
www.okleelumber.com

www.TriCoCanary.com

You now have the option to
view the news online or in
print or both! Subscribe
online, or give us a call
today!

We are Online!

218-487-5225

The Tri County Canary E-edition is included in your subscription to the
Leader-Record, Mcintosh Times, Oklee Herald or Grygla Eagle!

218-796-5131 £
Guess again.
We print wedding It's newspaper
invitations! talk for a
Call Richards Publishing one-column by
219-487-5225 7-inch ad.
Too small
to be
effective?

You’re
reading
this onel

If you receive
the paper in the mail,
you can view the
E-Edition for free! We
just need your email
address to get you

Richards

started Publishing
6 Co., Inc.
Gonvick

487-5225
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Joy Eck “Your Realtor”
218-791-9605

 WALLEYE FISH FRY

Saturday, Nov. 9%
Serving 5:30-7:30 pm

Here to Seyve YO'”_! Dickinson Realtors
Eck-cellent servicel f -

eckcnm@gvtel.com < www.century2ldickinson.com

10 Acres-Beautiful Home Nestled In the Hills - Spacious 4000 sq
Ft, 4+ bedrooms, 3BA, walk-out bsmt, with lots of windows & sky lights!
TNG throughout, vaulted ceilings, FP, AC.
Chef Kit with Lg. Ctr. island. Huge 1,472" wrap/
deck. Heated 48'x40’ steel shop with office &
Kit. Fenced pasture for horses or cattle! Call
Joy for more details! $298, 000 MLS#19-2106

IMMACULATE & UPDATED! Spotless well maintained 3 bdrm home!
Lg. open Liv Rm, Ctrl Air & natural gas. Tiled kitchen & newer cabinets!
Insul. gar/shop with separate heated guest/craft room. Garden shed
with shelving. Tar Driveway, Perennial plants & Garden spots! $106,000
MLS#19-1086

FURNISHED & MOVE IN READY HOME! Clean 2++ bdrm with new
guest room downstairs. Spacious Kitchen, dining rm, living rm W/hard-
wood floors & Den/fam. rm. Ctrl Air/heat pump, Insul/htd 2 car garage/
shop! Plus pole building for RV & more! Steel siding & new Steel Roof
& tar drive. Lg Dbl Corner lots fenced in for pets or children! $112,000
MLS#19-1229

PINE LAKE 2 bdrm cabin (backlot) with view of Pine Lake & near the
beach. Open living area, Ig. stone fireplace plus electric heat, insul. &
suitable for year round use. Cabin nicely updated and modern! Small loft
sleeping area for extra adults! Dtt. Grg. $79,900 MLS#19-1478
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For Sale

The Coop Bar & Grill in
Mclntosh, MN. Call for more
information 21 8-563-300933_36P

Walleye pike the way you like them!!

GONVICK
AMERICAN LEGION

R3C,R6C,R11C,R15C,R20C,R24C,R29C,R33C,R37C,R42C,R46C,R50C

Fricdey 19/8 @ G30pm

58#s or less for $1000
Annual 2" Week
November 10t of Deer Camp

OPE o Vikings Hunters Rall

#4396 - This is the One!
Your search is Done!
7.5 acre picturesque
park like setting
complemented by an
immaculate 2,300 square
foot split entry home
with attached garage.
Complete the package
with  two outbuildings,
all combining to provide
you with the “ultimate”
country residence you've
been looking so hard for!
Don’t delay - call today.

November 16t™

Game w/Live Music by Juicebox
l GOODRIDGE LIQUOR STORE§

Resuming Nov. 16" @ 59#s
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Fosston, MN
218-435-1525@
www.sollie.net ==

www.sollie.net

DEADLINE NOON FRIDAYS

(FOR SALE -THREE-BED-
ROOM RAMBLER, 2-1/2 bath,
new kitchen appliances, 1 stall
garage, meticulously main-
tained. Located in Fosston.
\Phone: 218-230-5060 Greg

R32:36C,

SPONSORED BY:
The Mentor Firefighters
Relief Association

Lawful gambling license
#05817-003

Brooks, MN -+ 218-698-4608

GO ¢ PADDL
WHEEIL, MEAT RAFFLE

PROGRESSIVE - BLACKOUT é0#s 1w *1,000

My Younger Days

Norris Syverson, a man with many memories, came to us at Richards Publishing and asked if we
could make a book for him. He wrote the stories, and Carolyn (Finseth) Nelson typed what he wrote.
It has been quite a journey through life for Norris and being the man that he is, he wants to share
with folks his memories of days gone by. Over 200 pages! Over 100 pictures! Over 500 different

218-487-
5225

WEDNESDAY
WING MIGHT TACO BAR
IFGA  FRI & SAT.  SATURDAY,

ielV:iNj34 SPECIAL  Nov. 9
every TUESDAY RIBEYE —at-

at7 pm 6:00 pm
— 5:00-10:00 pm —
SHORTY'S PLACE, ...

BAR BINGO & PADDLE WHEEL MEAT RAFFLE

topics! Some include: Drought Years; Sheep Shearing;

Old Fashioned Haying; Our Buggy Rides.
Here is just an excerpt from his first page...

I was born in the front room of the house | now live in on
December 24, 1933. This part of the house is log. It was
covered with some kind of pressed green paper about 1/8th
of an inch thick, now it is covered
with % inch thick celotex.

This house had only two rooms
downstairs, each one about 12 feet

My
Younger
Days

~ Norris Syverson

by 14 feet, with low ceilings about
7 Y feet high....There were 5 boys
DINNERISRECIALS and 5 girls aging from 1 year to 16
Thursday Nov. 7th years old, plus Ma and Pa living
Brooks, MN « 218-698-4608 S;&ﬂﬂgfﬂggmf‘tgfsséirf. in this small house at that time....
- B ted Pork Ch " .
. BINGO will resume rc%e::ez witﬁrsalad?p I hope every reader will
Sounds like Nov. 16t potato, roll & dessert seek the Lord and make sure 0
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multiplication? . . ) : g
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Guess again. Nov. 8th 2 _ potatoes & gravy - OR - Biscuits & gravy s the Wil .o ) Cost
It's newspaper £ % Sun Nov. 10th lunch Hot Beef with Mashed Thank you. Norris Syverson Vernes Church 1899-1992 $30
talk for a potatoes a & gravy - OR - Meatballs with mashed ) ) - - ¥
potatoes and gravy If you would like to receive a book, please contact Norris Syverson via the phone book.
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- ; for the Vikings vs. Cowboys
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CLASSIFIEDS!

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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Richards Publishing Co.
PO Box 159, Gonvick, MN 56644
richards@gvtel.com

18-487-5225

Unload your
unNnwanted items
and pick up
some quick cash!

BE FASHIONABLE WORD SEARCH

Answers on page 6

ACTIVEWEAR BIAS CHEMISE FABRIC
ANORAK BLOUSE COLUMN FAD
BABYDOLL BOOTLEG DARTS FLAIR
BANDEAU BOUCLE DISTRESSED GARMENT
BELL CAPE EMBELLISH HALTER
BERET CAPRI EMPIRE NECKLINE

If you are a business and would like to advertise on our website, contact Dick at Richards Publishing 487-5225

) Visit
TriCoCanary.com,

click on an advertise
to learn more

ANDERSON WELL
DRILLING & REPAIR

Home: 218-776-2486
Cell: 218-688-1400
Clearbrook, MN 56634

123 Main Street South ¢ Clearbrook

33 Main St S, Clearbrook « 218-776-3812 | 215-776-3151 « borderstatebank.com

Carol’s

Bar

Grill
On Main in Brooks

3611 Laurel Drive NW, Bemidiji, MN 56601 218-698-4608

Clearbrook

Collision Center
(218) 776-3144

Bagley - (218) 694-6600 Blackaluck - (218) 835-3300
Bemidii - (218) 7519700 Cass Lake - (218) 335-6969
Park Rapids - (218) 732-7264 Nevis - (218) 652-3105

301 L=ambert St-,'OkIee
218-796-5131

OK LEE SRg:jcihert&
QUILTING SUPPLY| Sadder e

128 S Main Street, Oklee
218-796-5151

First Ave., Leonard
218-968-2248 « 800-957-2248

3rd Ave., Clearbrook ~ 218-776-3508

The Northern
State Bank

Gonvick, MN 56644
218-487-5244

Clearbrook (218) 776-3161
Fosston (218) 435-6585 Bagley (218) 694-6848

Badger ¢ Greenbush ¢ Grygla « Stephen
* Red Lake Falls » Roseau ¢ St. Hilaire ¢
Hazel « Oklee » Warren

www.chsnorthwestgrain.com

249 1st Ave, Gonvick
218-487-5816

Thibert
Chevrolet & Buick

301 South Main Avenue
Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

800-247-2438

STATE BANK a

P.O. Box 69, 201 Main Street
Oklee, MN 56742
218-796-5157

Y92 Cosnuvenience

28 Tower St SW
Clearbrook
(218) 776-3375
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Theology in the Trenches

By Kathleen Kjolhaug

I refuse. Flat out, I refuse to
buy into what this world is sell-
ing. No, I'm not buying into the
negative that all is doom and
gloom. It is not. You see...I view
things differently. Trust me
when I say that I know it’s not
always a bed of roses because
when I look out my kitchen
window, I see mums. Literally,
there is one big mound of these
bright yellow potted plants
and next to it another vibrant
purple bunch in full bloom upon
my front porch. It’s a beautiful
view. That is literally what I see
and how I see things.

I decorated accordingly be-
cause it makes my corner of
the world just a little happier,
a tad more peaceful, and flat
out brightens my day each
time I look out my room with a
view.

My front porch mums I did
not plant from seed...but if I did
not seed them, who did?

Driving past an outdoor
shop set up seasonally for such
a time as this is where I first
spotted them in full bloom.
This is where I bought them.
Funny thing it is to buy mums
at a place called “The Red Poppy
Greenhouse” along main in a
small town just down the road.
The beautiful plants are ar-
ranged and rearranged daily
alongside pumpkins from local

I Refuse

growers. Behind the pumpkins
next to the colorful array of
mums are large silken tasseled
corn stalks brought in by yet
another local farmer. Next to
that are straw bales and did
I mention you can purchase
them in two different sizes?
Someone took time to not only
create larger bales with which
to decorate around town and
country, but smaller ones just
in case the big ones did not fit
the need.

Did the seasonal shop owner
plant and seed the mums? She
did not, but literally has her
hand in it, so to speak, as she
knows well the lineage from
whence they came. Closely and
carefully...she nurtures each
step.

Soon, the truck driver deliv-
ers the beautiful mums with
his beautiful big truck to the
beautiful shop owner’s seasonal
space so that I could buy the
mums to make my own space
upon the front porch a little
brighter. So did the truck driver
plant and seed the mums? He
did not.

If the truck driver did not
plant and seed the mums, who
did?

Shoulder to shoulder and
hand to hand the seasonal shop
owner works diligently with
those who seed and grow. Once

grown, they load them into the
truck to deliver the mums near
enough for me to purchase.

And now, I wonder. I won-
dered where the growers got the
seed in order to plant and grow?

Going back to the root of
it all...this is what I discov-
ered. “Then God said, ‘Let the
land produce vegetation: seed-
bearing plants and trees on the
land that bear fruit with seed
in it, according to their various
kinds.” And it was so. The land
produced vegetation: plants
bearing seed according to their
kinds and trees bearing fruit
with seed in it according to their
kinds. And God saw that it was
good.”(Genesis 1:11-12).

I take note about His
thoughts on that which He
created. What did He have to
say about it? “And God saw
everything that He had made,
and, behold, it was very good”
(Genesis 1:31).

As the seasonal shop owner
made mention her thoughts...
perhaps like the producer and
the consumer, maybe it’s not all
that far between the seed maker
and that which we behold...her
words laid bare spoke truth.

It just doesn’t get more lo-
cally grown than that...and I
refuse to see it any other way...
for it is not only good, but it is
very good. Amen.

Ask a Trooper

by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Question:
I hear you
mention TZD
and how law
enforcement works with them.
Can you explain what TZD is?

Answer: TZD is an initiative
and stands for Towards Zero
Deaths. Minnesota’s TZD pro-
gram was launched in 2003 by
the Minnesota Departments of
Public Safety, Transportation,
and Health in hopes of reducing
traffic fatalities on Minnesota
roads.

The name speaks for itself,
even one traffic-related death on
our roads is unacceptable. The
idea was first adopted in Swe-
den in 1997 and since then has
evolved to several state DOTs,
including Minnesota, that have
identified zero deaths as a core
objective in their Strategic
Highway Safety Plans.

Minnesota’s TZD program
is considered a national model.
Leadership has presented in
numerous states looking to add
similar programs.

The TZD leadership team
looks at areas for improvement
from crash data and uses educa-
tion, enforcement, engineering,
and emergency medical and
trauma services (the “4Es”). A
combination of strategies from
different focus areas is often

most effective in an attempt to
reduce the number of crashes
and save lives.

One of my job duties as the
northwest regional public in-
formation officer, is to provide
the public with traffic safety
messages. The Minnesota State
Patrol and the other Minnesota
law enforcement agencies work
with nine TZD regional coordi-
nators across the state to pro-
vide education and community
outreach.

Promoting safe driving be-
havior such as buckling up,
driving at safe speeds, paying
attention, and never driving
impaired is key to reducing traf-
fic fatalities. Since TZD began
in 2003:

* The number of motor ve-
hicle occupants killed who were
unbelted decreased by 63%

* The number of people
killed in alcohol-related crashes
decreased by 52%

* The number of people

killed in speed-related crashes
decreased by 42%

* The number of drivers
under the age of 21 killed in
speed-related crashes decreased
by 63%

* The number of drivers
killed in distracted-driving-re-
lated crashes decreased by 74%

TZD regional coordinators
also work very closely with
the roadway engineers from
MNDOT, county and city of-
ficials in an effort to improve
our roadways and with the
emergency medical and trauma
organizations to help reduce life
altering injuries and deaths.

You can avoid a ticket — and
a crash — if you simply buckle
up, drive at safe speeds, pay
attention and always drive
sober. Help us drive Minnesota
Toward Zero Deaths.

A portion of state statutes
were used with permission from
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions
concerning traffic related laws
or issues in Minnesota, send
your questions to Trp. Jesse
Grabow — Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West,
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.
(You can follow him on Twitter
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

The Russell Tractor
By Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

After a busy weekend I came
home on Sunday evening, sat
down on the couch, and reached
for the remote. I went to the
DVR and searched the most
recent episode of my favorite
show, Classic Tractor Fever. I
came across an interesting story
about the Russell Tractor. The
fellow in the show owned a Rus-
sell model 12-24. He claimed it
was the only one in existence.
So I had to do some research!

I have seen pictures of Rus-
sell tractors before. The Rus-
sell Company began in the late
1800’s starting out making
Threshing Machines and Steam
Tractors. Around 1915 they
started producing gasoline/

kerosene powered tractors.
They produced the 12-24. It
weighed 4800 pounds and was
rated as a 2 plow tractor The
next model was the 15-30. This
one was also called the Little
Boss. Model number 3 was the
20-40 which was also referred
to as The Big Boss. The grand-
daddy of them was the 40-80
which had a shipping weight of
24,000 pounds.

Maybe you have seen pic-
tures of the Russell Company
before. The Little Boss, and
The Big Boss did you guess the
symbol of the Russell Tractor
Company? It was a Holstein
Bull!

Maybe it is starting to come

The Russell Tractor Symbol!

together now why the Russell
Tractor caught my eye. If you
were a farm boy like me, who
grew up on a dairy farm with
black and white Holstein cows,
and you love tractors........ tell
me how could you NOT do any-
thing but love a Russell tractor!

How about a little tractor
trivia:

1. Where was the Russell
Tractor manufactured?

A) Madison, WI B) Minne-
apolis, MN C) Massillon, OH
D) Dearborn, MI

2. The 15-30 was called the
Little Boss. The 20-40 was
called the Big Boss. The 40-80

was called the

A) Bull B) Gi;smt C) Big
Boss D) Field Boss

3. The 12-24 featured

engine.
A) Continental B) Wiscon-
sin C) Buda D) Waukesha

4. All the Russell models fea-
tured a cylinder engine.
A2 B4 C6 D)8

5. The Russell Tractors
were advertised as The Old
R Line. (name
the word that begins with R)

Answers 1. C. Massillon, OH
2. B. Giant 3. D. Waukesha 4.
B. 4 ¢yl. 5. Reliable

Coping with fewer hours of daylight

Daylight saving time comes
to an end each fall, at a time
when the hours of available
sunlight already are beginning
to decline.

Some people are more ac-
customed to darkness than
others. Norwegians, Swedes
and people living in Alaska and
the upper reaches of Canada
near or above the Arctic Circle
may go through a period when
winters can be especially dark.
Fairbanks, Alaska, gets just
three hours and 42 minutes of
sunlight on the winter solstice.
Those in Barrow, Alaska, will
endure a period of 67 days of
darkness, according to Alaska.
org. Residents of Seattle, which
is even further north than cities
such as Fargo, North Dakota,
or Portland, Maine, deal with
more darkness than those living
outside the city may know.

Although much of the rest of
North America doesn't experi-
ence such profound periods of
darkness, when the darkness of
fall and winter arrives, it can be
difficult to maintain a positive
outlook. Borrowing some of the
coping mechanisms relied on
in northern latitudes can help
many people to see the dark in
a different light.

-Be aware of SAD. Seasonal
affective disorder, or SAD, is
defined by the Mayo Clinic as a
type of depression that's related
to changes in seasons, begin-
ning and ending at about the
same times each year. Symp-
toms tend to start in the fall
and continue into the winter,
sapping energy and making
a person feel moody. As with
other types of depression, SAD
can get worse and lead to severe
problems if left untreated. Light
treatment, talk therapy and
medication can help people who

are susceptible to SAD.

‘Make daylight hours count.
Spend time outdoors while the
sun is bright in the sky. Make
an effort to switch your schedule
if work interferes with getting
outdoors, even if all that can be
managed is an outdoor walk at
lunch. Sit by a bright window
and soak up rays whenever
possible.

-Celebrate winter activities.
Go skiing, snowboarding, out-
door ice skating, or snowshoe-
ing. Look forward to winter for
what can be done, rather than
what can't.

- Socialize more often. In-
stead of holing up indoors alone,
frequent the places that become
indoor gathering spots for lo-
cals. These can include coffee
houses, breweries, restaurants,

or even the local church. Plan
more social occasions with
friends and families so everyone
can collectively shoo away the
winter blues.

- Exercise more. Use the
darker hours as an excuse to
exercise more, be it at the gym
or outside. The Mayo Clinic says
that exercise and other types
of physical activity can relieve
anxiety and depression, lifting
anindividual's mood as a result.

-Light a fire. Set the kindling
ablaze in a fire pit, fireplace or
woodburning stove, or just light
a handful of candles. Flames
can be soothing and less harsh
on the eyes than artificial light.

Fall and winter darkness
does not have to send a person
into the doldrums if he or she
embraces the right attitude.

WE MAKE
BOOIKS?

Soft cover or hard cover, full color or black & white
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Calendars make

Peorsonalize them with
yownr own photos o

Richards Publishing Co., Inc.
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Services for

Harry Sandeen
Harry Sandeen, age 64, of
rural McIntosh, MN, passed
away on Thursday, Octo-
ber 31st, at Essentia Health
Hospital in Fosston. Memo-
rial services will be held at
2:00 p.m. on Thursday, No-
vember 7th, at the Carlin
Funeral Home in Fosston
with the Rev. Gordon Sy-
verson officiating. Interment
will be in Asphult Cemetery
in Hill River Township at a
later date. Family will greet

friends for one hour prior to
the service on Thursday at
the funeral home. Messages
of condolence may be sent at
www.carlinfuneral.com.

Harold Dean Sandeen was
born on August 28, 1955 in
Crookston, Minnesota to par-
ents Lowell and Jean (Halvor-
son) Sandeen. He grew up
in Hill River Township and
graduated from MclIntosh
High School.

As a young man, Harry
worked on ships near the
Louisiana coast and was able
to travel throughout the world
for several years. He returned
to his home area and worked
as a welder at Erskine Manu-
facturing and then, most
recently, at Peatland Reds
north of Trail, Minnesota.
Harry retired because of on-
going health issues and has
continued to live at home in
Hill River Township.

Survivors include one un-
cle and several cousins.

He was preceded in death
by his father, Lowell, in De-
cember of 1996, his mother,
Jean, in January of 2012; his
brother, Howard; and sister,
Connie McLinn.

Services for

Earl Swenson

Earl Bernell Swenson, age
98, passed away November
4, 2019 at his home in Oklee,
Minnesota.

Earl was born January 15,
1921 five miles north of Oklee,
and he grew up on farms
north and south of Oklee. He
attended school at Bucktown
School in Lambert Township.
After being in business for
many years, Karl earned a
GED in Oklee at age 60.

On November 10, 1944,
Earl married Bergit Jellum
in Grand Rapids, Minne-
sota. They made their home
on a farm five miles south
of Oklee. They moved into
Oklee when Earl started his
business there in 1952, and
they resided for the past 20
years in their house in Oklee
on “Sunset Corner”.

Earl was an entrepreneur
and was engaged in many
different business ventures in
the Oklee area over the past
80 years — including raising
mink, grain farming, raising

livestock, selling petroleum
products, trucking, running
a restaurant, and selling and
servicing farm machinery,
cars, trucks, snowmobiles,
recreational equipment, and
trailers. Earl was active in
his business in Oklee until
the past three months. Earl
also served as a Councilman
and Mayor of Oklee.

When Earl was a teenager,
he chose to serve God and he
was true to his convictions
until the end of his life. Both
Earl and Bergit encouraged
their children and others to
put God first in their lives.

Earl was preceded in death
by his parents Selmer and
Synneva Swenson, brother
Silas Swenson, sister Lavina
Swenson, and infant grandson
Brian Carlson. He is survived
by his wife Bergit, to whom
he would have been married
75 years on November 10,
and survived by brother Ray
Swenson (Barb) and sister-in-
law Polly Swenson. Earl is
also survived by his five chil-
dren, Karen Carlson (Doug),
Curt Swenson (Caroline),
Tim Swenson (Donna), Don
Swenson (Cheri), and Sherry
Dake (Larry), as well as 13
grandchildren and 29 great
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be
held at 1:30 PM on Sunday,
November 10, 2019 at the
Oklee School. This will be
preceded by a visitation at
12:30 PM at the Oklee School.
Burial will be at Oakland
Cemetery, rural McIntosh.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Hospice
Red River Valley at www.
hrrv.org or 800-237-4629.

Services for

Maureen C. Johnson

Maureen C. Johnson, age
82, of St. Cloud, passed away
on Friday, November 1, 2019
at her home.

Maureen was born July
23, 1937, to Gilbert and Gena
(Baglien) Saxum in Wing-
er Township, Polk County,
Minn.

She grew up on the fam-
ily farm in Winger. She later
moved to Bemidji, where she
worked for the Employment
Office. There she met the love

Winger Township. Together,
they moved to International
Falls, where they owned and
operated BJ Music and raised
their four children; Dave,
Susie, Doree and Heidi. In
1985, they moved to St. Cloud,
where she worked for the
IRS in the St. Cloud Federal
Building until she retired.

Maureen was a loving wife,
mother and grandmother.
She had a great love of the
outdoors and enjoyed tending
to her immaculate gardens.
Maureen’s love of the outdoors
extended to spending time at
the family cabin in Big Falls.
She also enjoyed sewing, cro-
cheting, traveling and baking,
especially cookies and her
famous chocolate cake.

She is survived by her
loving husband of 62 years,
Duane; children Dave, Susie
LeMoine, Doree (Otto) Stur-
zebecher, and Heidi (Brent)
Boerger; seven grandchil-
dren; and other relatives and
friends.

Maureen is preceded in
death by her parents; brother,
Gordon; son-in-Law, Dave
LeMoine; and her brother-in-
law and sister-in-law Max and

Swenson...Continued from front

Mayor Earl Swenson and grandchildren (1984).
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AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
is the nation's largest volunteer-
run tax preparation service

Bagley, MN —-AARP Foun-
dation Tax-Aide is looking to
expand its team of volunteers
in Bagley for the upcoming
tax season. The program was
brought back to Bagley last
year and was very successful.
In order to offer help to more
people, we are in need of several
more volunteers.

To learn about our volun-
teer opportunities, visit aarp-
foundation.org/taxaide or call
1-888-OUR-AARP (1-888-687-
2277).

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
is offered in coordination with
the IRS.

Tax-Aide, celebrating its
50th year, offers free in-person
preparation and assistance to
anyone, especially those 50
and older, who can’t afford a
tax preparation service. Volun-
teers make a difference in their
communities by assisting many
older, lower-income taxpayers,
and their families, who might
otherwise miss out on the tax
credits and deductions they've
earned.

Since its inception, AARP
Foundation Tax-Aide has
served more than 68 million
taxpayers. The program is seek-
ing volunteer tax preparers,
client facilitators, those who can
provide technical and manage-
ment assistance and interpret-
ers. Every level of experience is
welcome. Volunteer tax prepar-

* 60 Day Digital
Hearing Aid Trial

0%

Insurance/Medicaid

Call for more info. or an appt.

1-701-746-7000

Volunteers needed for
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide

ers complete tax preparation
training and IRS certification.
Last year, 996 AARP Foun-
dation Tax-Aide volunteers
helped more than 115,054 peo-
ple file their federal and state
tax returns. The program is
offered at approximately 132
sites in Minnesota, including
senior centers, libraries and
other convenient locations.
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
has grown since its inaugural
team of just four volunteers in
1968. The program now involves
35,000 volunteers and serves
over 2.5 million taxpayers an-
nually at nearly 5,000 sites
nationwide. In 2018 taxpayers
who used AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide received $1.3 billion
in income tax refunds and more
than $213 million in Earned
Income Tax Credits (EITCs).
Taxpayers do not need to be a
member of AARP or a retiree to
use Tax-Aide.
About AARP Foundation
AARP Foundation works to
end senior poverty by helping
vulnerable older adults build
economic opportunity and so-
cial connectedness. As AARP’s
charitable affiliate, we serve

AARP members and nonmem-

bers alike. Bolstered by vigor-
ous legal advocacy, we spark
bold, innovative solutions that
foster resilience, strengthen
communities and restore hope.

To learn more about AARP
Foundation visit aarpfounda-
tion.org.

Let's not limit our
options on CWD

To the editor,

I recently attended a joint
House and Senate Environment
and Natural Resources Commit-
tee meeting on Chronic Wasting
Disease. The main takeaway
for me is there still may be far
more questions than answers
on this issue.

him up on it. I also am told he

offered to “co-op” his work with
a grad student and walk him

through the whole process. This
could be an incredible project for

a student — potentially Nobel

prize-winning stuff —but, again,

no takers.
Dr. Bastian continues to ex-

CWD was first labeled as
such in the early 1960s. Most
of the research is focused on
studying prions — diseases
which can affect both humans
and animals, sometimes spread
to humans by infected meat
products. Although millions of
dollars have been funneled into

plore a cure and claims he may
have a solution within months,
but the U of M has not looked
into Dr. Bastian’s work. In other
words, our flagship institution
has chosen to not explore what
could be a simple and less ex-
pensive solution to CWD that
is within reach.

of her life, Duane W. Johnson.
They were united in marriage
on August 23, 1957 at the
Dovre Lutheran Church in

Corky Brindos.
Private Memorial Services
will be held at a later date.

worked at See’s Candy Com-

pany as a chocolate candy dip- Earl at Swenson Equipment on Oklee’s Main Street

Services held for

Geraldine Vallee

Geraldine Vallee, age 91,
of Fosston, MN, passed away
on Sunday, October 27th,
at Essentia Health Living
Center in Fosston. Funeral
services were held at 1:00
p.m. on Saturday, November
1st, at the Carlin Funeral
Home in Fosston with Ronald
Skallet officiating. Interment
in Storelvedalen Cemetery,
rural Winger, MN. Visitation
was held from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. on Friday, Novem-
ber 1st, and for one hour prior
to the service on Saturday at
the Carlin Funeral Home in
Fosston. Messages of condo-
lence may be sent at www.
carlinfuneral.com.

Geraldine Hope Smith was
born on December 16, 1927
in Los Angeles, California to
parents Frank and Margaret
Caillouette Smith. She grew
up in California and went to
school in Venice, California
through the eighth grade. She

per until she was 21 years old.

She was married to Rich-
ard Bishop and they had one
child, Janet Louis Bishop.
They divorced after three
years.

Geraldine married Ar-
mand Robert Vallee and they
were married for over 48
years. They moved to Fosston
in 1980. Armand passed away
on November 16, 2000 and
Geraldine continued to live
in Fosston.

She enjoyed gardening, col-
lecting dolls and in her later
years, found much joy and
talent in painting.

Survivors include three
grandchildren, Armand Rob-
ert Mazzucco (Aline) of Limon,
CO, Paulette Simon (Kelan
Bruggeman) of Oklee, MN,
and Antonette “T'oni” Burth-
wick (George) of Oklee, MN;
great grandchildren, Kyle
Mazzucco, Kayla Mazzucco,
Samantha Gerholdt, Eliza-
beth Fox, Robert Fox, Alex
Mazzucco, and Sara Simon;
step great grandchildren,
Austin, Justin, and Katie;
great great grandchildren,
Raven, Gage, Payton, Isaac,
Spencer, and Liam; step great
great grandchildren, Tristen,
Kiran, Austin, and Chloe.
Many nieces and nephews
also survive.

She was preceded in death
by her husband; daughter,
Janet, in 1981; brother, Frank
“Cookie” Smith; sister, Renee
Smith; half-brother, Larry
Smith; and best friend, Marie
Sorensen.
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research labs, little progress has
been realized.

Funding has, however, creat-
ed what seems to be redundancy
with the University of Minne-
sota continuing to conduct the
same or similar research being
done by multiple universities
across the country. Colorado,
reportedly, has been looking
into CWD for 40-50 years. These
institutions appear to only
share information after they
publish and patent papers and
there doesn’t seem to be concern
with redundancy as long as the
money continues to flow in. But,
are there other options?

Last February, a neuropa-
thologist from the University of
Louisiana had what he believes
is a breakthrough. Dr. Frank
Bastian has been working on
the theory CWD is caused by
bacteria. According to this re-
search, the bacteria could be
affecting the prions in these
animals.

T am told Dr. Bastian offered
to come up and be a guest speak-
er at one of the classes at the U
of M (with an association paying
his expenses), but nobody took

I don’t know whether Dr.
Bastian is right or wrong, but

it is rather concerning that our

“houses of higher learning” can

be so closed-minded.

It is disappointing that we
don’t do more to bring in some
outside sources with different

perspectives to share regarding

CWD. There is a lot of CWD

talent out there, yet we always
hear controlled testimony, with
the DNR spoon-feeding us what-

ever messages the agency wants

us to hear.

Another interesting bul-

let point from the recent joint

meeting is the Federal Drug

Administration has prevented

deer farms from using antibiot-

ics that may have been holding

CWD at bay in the past. And,

through artificial insemination,
these farms could potentially
bread disease resistant animals.

I will be digging deeper into

these solutions and hope to have
hearings on bills during the

next legislative session.
Sincerely,
State Rep. Steve Green, R-
Fosston
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Former WWE Wrestling Champ
to Speak at High School, UMC

Crookston, MN — Area orga-
nizations and individuals have
joined forces to bring school
presenter/former wrestling
champion Marc Mero to the
community to speak to stu-
dents and the public on a va-
riety of issues affecting today’s
youth. Mero will present at the
Crookston High School and Uni-
versity of Minnesota-Crookston
on Wednesday, Nov. 13th.

For 14 years, Mero traveled
worldwide as WWE wrestling
champion “Johnny B. Badd”,
“Wildman” Marc Mero, and
“Marvelous” Marc Mero. To-
day, he travels the country as
a Christian speaker inspiring
others to examine their own
life choices and make positive
changes.

Mero’s presentation is geared
toward middle and high school
students. In his hour-long pre-
sentation, he’ll cover:

*Substance abuse preven-
tion

*Suicide prevention

*Bullying/cyberbullying/
violence prevention

*Dream big — goal setting

*Achieving your highest
potential

The event is free to the stu-
dents and public thanks to
the hard work of Crookston’s
Melanie Lessard. Lessard was
very moved by Mero’s story
and believes he can help build
a stronger community through
respect to others, anti-bullying,

Former wrestling champion Marc Mero.

and suicide awareness and
prevention.

“When he speaks, it is totally
from the heart. There will not
be a dry eye in the place,” she
shared. “Life is not easy, but any

help we can get with raising our
children to be respectful adults
will be huge.”

Lessard said she feels
compelled to help area youth
through trying times; her

17-year-old daughter has helped
several friends contemplating
suicide. Then, when an area
youth committed suicide earlier
this year, Lessard said, “enough
was enough”. She also shares
that all three of her daughters
have been bullied at some point
in their lives, so having Mero
share his message is very per-
sonal to her.

“Our youth are our future
and if this event saves one
person, then I have succeeded
in what my intentions are, to
help.”

The following is a list of the
free presentations:

*9 am: Crookston High
School, 402 Fisher Avenue. This
presentation is for Crookston
High School students in grades
7th-12th and homeschooled
students.

*5 pm: Kiehle Auditorium,
UMC Campus, 2900 University
Avenue. This event is for UMC
students and the general public.

*7 pm: Crookston High
School. This presentation is for
the general public.

Funds from last year and
this year’s Ms. Tootsie Pag-
eant, which Lessard spear-
heads, were donated to the Mero
presentation. Other sponsors
include RiverView Recovery
Center, Glenmore Foundation,
Northwestern Mental Health
Center, Drug Task Force and
area anonymous donors.

Farm and Ranch Women Are Decision Makers
— Annie’s Project Prepares Them Well

Farm and ranch women are
generating a cultural tide in
American agriculture that is
moving management, assets
and opportunities to a new wave
of farmers across the country.
At Annie’s Project courses, farm
women become empowered to be
better business partners or sole
operators through networks and
by managing and organizing
critical information.

Annie’s Project is a six-week
course that is a discussion-
based workshop bringing wom-
en together to learn from ex-
perts in production, financial
management, human resources,
marketing and the legal field.

There's plenty of time for ques-
tions, sharing, reacting and
connecting with presenters
and fellow participants. It's a
relaxed, fun and dynamic way
to learn, grow and meet other
farm/ranch women.

Whether new or experienced,
understanding the five areas
of agricultural risk, knowing
how to analyze agricultural
spreadsheets and other neces-
sary skills are vital. Learning
them in a friendly environment
where questions and discussion
are welcomed, allow the learn-
ing process to flourish.

Annie’s Project courses have
successfully reached more than

9,000 farm and ranch women in
33 states. The next one in your
area begins on November 4 in
Blackduck, Minnesota.

The cost for the course is $50
per person, which includes a
workbook and support materi-
als for all sessions. A light sup-
per will be served before each
class at 5:30 p.m. Course size is
limited, so please register soon.

Linda, an Annie’s Project
alumna says, “I took the class
to gain a better understanding
about agribusiness and how
financial decisions impact our
farm operation. I have a better
understanding of balance sheets
and the futures market...this

Senator Johnson Calls for Disaster Declaration
to Address Northwest Minnesota Harvest

(St. Paul, MN) State Senator
Mark Johnson (R-East Grand
Forks) and DFL colleague Kent
Eken (D- Twin Valley) sent
a bipartisan letter today to
Governor Walz requesting an
executive order declaring an
emergency to deal with the ex-
tensive flooding causing finan-
cial and logistical challenges for
Minnesota farmers. The letter
also requests that the admin-
istration works with federal
authorities to seek a secretarial
disaster designation through
the United States Department
of Agriculture, as well as a
presidential disaster declara-
tion. North Dakota Governor
Doug Burgum signed a similar
executive order in Mid-October.

“Since the rain began in
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early September, our farmers
across Northwestern Minnesota
warned about the catastrophic
impact would have their harvest
if it continued. After nearly two
months of poor conditions, they
are hurting,” said Senator John-
son. “Issuing an executive order
is of the utmost importance, and
I'm working with this adminis-
tration to secure all available
resources needed to support our
farmers and local communities.”

An executive order, paired
with the federal declarations,
would give farmers access to
critical financial assistance and
help communities.

In the 2019 session, Senator
Johnson worked with environ-
ment officials who predicted
severe flooding for parts of the

state. Senator Johnson played a
critical role in securing funding
to replenish Minnesota’s Disas-
ter Assistance Contingency Ac-
count, which at the time stood
empty.

In addition to requesting
emergency executive action,
Senator Johnson and the Sen-
ate’s Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee will be
holding a hearing in Crookston
on November 8th to address
the flooding and highlight the
catastrophic harvest conditions
across the state. The event will
also provide residents of North-
west Minnesota additional
information on ways the state
may be able to help.

class has improved communica-
tion with my spouse on concerns
he works with on a daily basis.”

For more information, con-
tact Heather Dufault, Polk/
Red Lake/Clearwater County
Extension Educator at 218-280-
1129 or pohl0024@umn.edu.
Online registration is available
at https://extension.umn.edu/
event/annies-project-blackduck
. More information can be found
on the Annie’s Project website
at www.AnniesProject.org or
on the University of Minnesota
Extension website for Women
In Ag Network at www.exten-
sion.umn.edu/business/women-
ag-network .
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Hayden Wilde, daughter of Eric and April Wilde had a
successful Youth Deer Hunt shooting this 9 point buck.
Grandpa Arlan Fore is very proud of her.

Cheer on Your
Favorite Team with a
Sports Banner!

Give us a call for more information 218-487-5225

Jayden and Kota Hillstad enjoy some Halloween
activities at the Win-E-Mac Student Council Halloween
party held at the school on Sunday, October 27th.

An Incredible family at the Win-E-Mac Student Council
Halloween Party. Clarissa Neste, daughter, Autumn and

Nick Plante.
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