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Nonprofit activates Opera-
tion Hay Lift to support ranch-
ers affected by natural disaster

HORACE, N.D., March 19, 
2019 - Farm Rescue, a nonprof-
it organization that provides 
planting, haying, harvesting 
and livestock feeding assistance 
free of charge to farm and ranch 
families who have experienced a 
major illness, injury or natural 
disaster, is ramping up hay re-
lief efforts in response to recent 
severe flooding in the state of 
Nebraska. 

 Farm Rescue is again ac-
tivating "Operation Hay Lift" 
to haul much-needed livestock 
feed to ranchers affected by the 
natural disaster. The organiza-
tion is calling for hay donations, 
volunteer CDL drivers and 
monetary gifts to help support 
the mission, which will last 
throughout the next several 
weeks, as funding and resources 

Farm Rescue Hauling Hay 
to Nebraska Flood Victims

allow. 
 Affected ranchers are asked 

to fill out applications for hay 
hauling assistance, which will 
be processed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Applications 
can be obtained at farmrescue.
org. 

"Our thoughts and prayers 
are with those suffering from 
this natural disaster," said Bill 
Gross, Founder & President, 
Farm Rescue. "Please consider 
donating funds or hay so we can 
deliver hope to these families in 
the midst of crisis."

 Those wanting to apply 
for assistance, sign up to be a 
volunteer CDL driver or make 
a monetary donation can visit 
farmrescue.org or call 701-252-
2017. If you have any hay to 
donate, please contact Levi 
Wielenga, Operations Manager, 
at levi@farmrescue.org or 712-
389-1024.

Would you like to be a part of 
a program that makes sure our 
littlest community members are 
ready for school when they go off 
to Kindergarten?

Inter-County Community 
Council’s Head Start staff have 
begun their annual recruitment 
campaign.  They are out in our 
communities seeking families 
with children ages birth to 5 
years old to participate in our 
Head Start program.  They will 
be knocking on doors and making 
phone calls to households that 

may have children in this age 
group.  Our program does have 
income guidelines, but we do 
accept applications for families 
that are over income.  You may 
also know a family and can make 
a referral to one of our staff of 
someone you may know that is 
eligible for our program.

The Head Start program 
serves the counties of Clearwa-
ter, Pennington, east Polk and 
Red Lake. 

The goal of Head Start is to 
make sure children are ready 

for school by the time they go 
off to Kindergarten.  We work 
toward this goal by working 
with the whole family in a two 
generational approach, teaching 
parents /guardians how they can 
be their child’s first and most im-
portant teacher, helping families 
gain self-sufficiency, ensuring 
children have received all their 
preventive medical & dental 
care, and are referred for any ad-
ditional services that make sure 
they are healthy & ready to learn.

ICCC has several program op-

tions to meet families’ needs.  We 
serve children across our service 
area in our home based program 
that brings a teacher out to the 
family home to provide weekly 
services.  We also serve 4 year 
olds in a classroom setting in the 
communities of Bagley, Fosston, 
Oklee, Thief River Falls, and 
Win-E-Mac. 

For more information or to 
have a Head Start staff stop by 
your home or business with an 
application or information call 
888.778.4008 extension 1029.

The Bears made it through the winter! Hibernating over!
Beth Erickson, from Clearbrook, was in the right place at the right time. On March 18th, she captured pictures 

of the bears that spent the winter hibernating in the culvert at the intersection by Clearbrook-Gonvick school, 
Clearwater Lake road and Hwy. 5. The bears were seen there last fall and everyone was wondering if they survived 
the winter in there.

Brad Borene of Clearbrook captured this photo of Momma Bear and her 3 cubs on March 22, 2019, heading to 
Clearbrook.

The shop building at the McIntosh elevator had it's roof 
collapse in early March due to the incredible snow load 
that was part of many buildings having roof collapses or 
buildings falling under the heavy weight.

This 51-year-old 36'x77' quonset collapsed on the Ross Faldet farm near Clearbrook.

Fosston Tri-Coop lost a Quonset under the weight of the 
immense amounts of snow the area received in February 
and early March. 

Giving Kids a Head Start

March 2019 came in like 
a lion, when nearly 12 inches 
of wet, heavy snow blasted 
Northwest Minnesota causing 
structural damage or a total 
loss to many buildings around 
our area.

Fosston Tri-Coop was hit 
hard when they lost a Quonset 
building at their Fosston loca-
tion and a shop roof at their 
McIntosh location all in the 
same weekend.

Many farmers lost roofs on 
shops and storage buildings 
as the weight of the snow was 
too much for some structures 
to withstand. Many businesses 
lost roofs fully or partially. With 
the loss of roofs, many suffered 
financial hardships or insurance 
claims.

Homeowners rushed to get 

their roofs cleared as forecasts 
for additional snow loomed in 
the future. 

How much snow is too much 
for a home? State building 
codes require residential roofs 
to withstand the weight of 
35-42 pounds per square foot, 
depending on where you live. At 
35 pounds per square foot, your 
roof should be able to support 
7 feet of fresh snow; 2.5 feet of 
packed snow; 1.75 feet of wet, 
heavy snow and 7 inches of ice. 
Anything beyond these mea-
surements will stress your roof 
and removal is key. A quick way 
to check for stress on your roof is 
to try your interior doors to see 
if they are closing normally or 
if they are sticking, which could 
be a sign of too much pressure 
from the snow load on your roof. 

Heavy snow was the 
last straw for buildings 
around the area
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Country Faith  
Church 

(Rural Clearbrook)
This FamilyLife live-

streaming conference is for 
step-family couples, single 

parents, dating couples with 
kids, and those who care 
about blended families
8:00 am Registration
8:30 am First Session
3:30 pm Closing

Cost is $15 with lunch 
provided. Child care is 

provided FREE up through 
2nd grade for those registered.

More details & registration  
can be found at  

www.countryfaith.org
Deadline to register  
is Friday, April 12th. 

Saturday April 27th
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ST. PAUL – State Rep. Steve 
Green, R-Fosston, issued the 
following statement Monday in 
response to the Minnesota De-
partment of Natural Resources 
beginning a 60-day comment 
period related to permits and 
licenses for the proposed En-
bridge Line 3 replacement 
project in northern Minnesota:

“This project already has 
been the subject of intense 
scrutiny, turned inside out 
and upside down over the last 
four years before the Public 
Utilities Commission provided 
unanimous approval for work to 
begin,” Green said. “Then Gov. 
Tim Walz put the project back 
in court and the DNR says we 
need to spend another 60 days 
submitting comments, which 
I can only guess will lead us 
to even more delays and red 
tape. It’s pretty easy to see why 
people get frustrated with our 
government and I hope people 
bring the DNR an avalanche of 
comments in support of the Line 
3 project because we can’t afford 
to be silent. The agencies have 
rigged the system and Twin Cit-
ies environmentalists will stop 
at nothing in their attempts 
to stall and deal this project a 
death by 1,000 paper cuts.”

According to the DNR’s web-
site, comments will be accepted 
until 4:30 p.m. May 17.  Com-
ments may be submitted online 
at mndnr.gov/line3. Submis-
sions are limited to 9,999 char-
acters per application and up 

Good Nutrition is 
Essential for Health                      

Written by Karin Haugrud
We’ve all heard the old cli-

ché, you are what you eat,” 
but it is true: what we eat sig-
nificantly affects our health, our 
quality of life, and our longevity 
regardless of age.  

Studies show that a good 
diet in later years helps both 
in reducing the risk of certain 
diseases such as heart disease, 
diabetes, high blood pressure, 
osteoporosis, and some cancers.

While eating well contrib-
utes to a higher quality of life, 
eating poorly can prolong recov-
ery from illnesses, increase the 
costs and incidences of hospi-
talization, and lead to a poorer 
quality of life.

Many older people, because 
of chronic medical problems, 
require special diets such as 
low-fat, low-cholesterol diet for 
heart disease, a low-sodium 
diet for high blood pressure, or 
a low-calorie diet for weight re-
duction.  Unfortunately, many 
seniors are daunted by the 
extra effort that is required to 
prepare such recipes and may 
instead settle for foods that are 
quick and easy to prepare, such 
as frozen dinners, canned foods, 
lunch meats, and others that 
may provide too many calories, 
or contain too much fat and 
sodium for their needs.             

Participating in a congregate 
meal program is the perfect 
solution for many older adults.  
It allows seniors to gather at 

Hagen named 
to Deans List

University of North Dakota 
Deans List comprises students 
whose grade point average are 
in the top 15 percent of the en-
rollment in each of the Univer-
sity's degree granting colleges 
and schools. A student must 
have completed no fewer than 
12 semester hours of academic 
work for the semester, of which 
eight or more hours must be 
graded work rather than "sat-
isfactory/unsatisfactory."

Named to the list was Ca-
mille Hagen from Fosston. She 
studies Dietetics at UND and 
she made the Fall 2018 Deans 
List.
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Possible drug 
overdose, 
victim deceased

On 3/21/2019 at approxi-
mately 12:24 pm, the Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office received 
a report of a possible drug 
overdose in the City of Fosston. 
Polk County Deputies arrived 
and attempted to resuscitate 
the victim. Essentia Ambulance 
arrived shortly after and the 
individual was pronounced dead 
at the scene. The deceased was 
transported to the UND Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office for an 
autopsy.

Identification of the deceased 
is being withheld pending noti-
fication of family.

The Pine to Prairie Drug 
Task Force is conducting a 
thorough investigation into the 
events leading up to the death. 
Once the Medical Examiner’s 
Office provides information on 
the cause of death, further in-
vestigation will follow and pos-
sible charges will be determined 
by the Polk County Attorney’s 
Office.

The Pine to Prairie Drug 
Task Force is a collaboration of 
investigators from eight coun-
ties in NW Minnesota, including 
Polk County. The Task Force 
investigates violent crime, in-
cluding drug distribution and 
deaths involving suspected 
controlled substance abuse.

As this is an ongoing inves-
tigation, no further comments 
will be provided.

What is the Green New Deal 
legislation that was recently 
proposed by Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., and 
Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass.?  Ac-
cording to a February 7, 2019, 
article in the NPR Politics 
Newsletter, these are the spe-
cifics of their Resolution that 
calls for a series of goals to be 
accomplished in a 10 year time 
frame:

“upgrading all existing 
buildings” in the country for 
energy efficiency,

working with farmers “to 
eliminate pollution and green-
house gas emissions…as much 
as is technologically feasible” 
(while supporting family farms 
and promoting “universal access 
to healthy food”),

“overhauling transporta-
tion systems” to reduce emis-
sions – including expanding 
electric car manufacturing, 
building “charging stations 
everywhere,” and expanding 
high-speed rail to “a scale where 
air travel stops becoming neces-
sary”,

a guaranteed job “with a 
family-sustaining wage, ade-
quate family and medical leave, 
paid vacations and retirement 
security” for every American,

“high-quality health care” 
for all Americans.

While the rhetoric calls for 
“high-quality health care for all 
Americans”, they are actually 
proposing “Medicare for all” 

American Federal Market 
President Dan Paulson and 
Ag and Business Banker Ryan 
Paulson have earned American 
Federal’s highest honor of rec-
ognition for outstanding sales 
performance in 2018.

In recognition of  their 
achievement, the Paulsons 
were among 17 American Fed-
eral “Sales Star” employees and 
their families invited to attend 
a weekend retreat and award 
banquet in their honor at the 
Arrowwood Resort in Alexan-
dria, MN.  

 Sales Star is the highest 
honor of recognition an em-
ployee can earn at American 

American Federal Market 
President Dan Paulson.

Ag and Business Banker 
Ryan Paulson.

American Federal Bankers 
Earn Top Recognition

Federal.
Dan Paulson earned a Sales 

Star designation in the Sales 
Manager division. Ryan Paul-
son achieved a Sales Star in the 
Ag/Business Banking division.

American Federal Agricul-
ture, Business and Personal 
Bankers identify opportunities 
and develop solutions to help 
their customers reach their 
goals.  American Federal has 
full service and support loca-
tions in Fosston, Fergus Falls, 
Moorhead, East Grand Forks, 
Hallock, Warren, Crookston and 
Ada in Minnesota and Fargo, 
Grand Forks, Wahpeton and 
Northwood in North Dakota.

The Grygla Elementary basketball night/ECFE fundraiser was held last week and was 
another success! Many families came out to watch their youngsters on the court. Pictured 
above are the Grygla 4th-6th grade girls playing against each other. Photo courtesy of the 
Grygla Eagle Newspaper
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Savings
It’s a good thing when you’re
shopping for car insurance.

Independent insurance agents don’t work 
for just one company and that means better 
choices for you. They can check out your 
coverage and compare rates with multiple 
insurance companies to make sure you are 
getting a great rate.
With great rates, coverage and claims 
service, it’s no wonder that independent 
agents sell more car insurance from 
Progressive than from any other company.
Find out how you can start saving with 
Progressive today. Stop in or call
SECURITY STATE 
AGENCY, your 
independent agent, 
for expert advice 
and a free quote.

LORI 
MELBY

Green statement re: DNR 
starting Line 3 comment period

to four attachments, each less 
than 20 megabytes. Comments 
may also be mailed to the DNR 
at 500 Lafayette Road, St. Paul 
MN 55155-4025, Attention Line 
3 Replacement Applications

which would completely elimi-
nate private healthcare insur-
ance plans. The cost estimate 
would have a price tag of $32T 
over 10 years.  

The experts tell us that the 
Green New Deal price tag would 
cost approximately $93T, an es-
timate of $600,00 per household 
in the U.S.

And not only is the Demo-
cratic party supporting the 
Green New Deal and Medicare 
for all but is also legislating for 
tougher gun control, proposing 
higher taxes (as high as 90% 
for the top earners), abolishing 
ICE, fighting for open southern 
borders, supporting sanctuary 
cities, wanting voting rights 
and drivers licenses for illegals, 
and legislating full term abor-
tions…also known as infanti-
cide.  Where is this NONSENSE 
going to stop?

You need not be a very smart 
person to wonder or even ask 
yourself what is becoming of our 
Republic.  People better wake 
up….this is not the Democrat 
party of JFK and the 60’s….this 
is Socialism.   Call it Progressive 
or whatever other name you 
prefer but it is Socialism…and 
that is a fact.

Joani Marquis

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
RED LAKE COUNTY COOPERATIVE INC.

BROOKS, MINNESOTA  56715

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2019
BROOKS COMMUNITY CENTER
8:30 AM BREAKFAST • 9:30 AM MEETING

THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING IS TO:
1. REVIEW THE OPERATING STATEMENT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2018.
2. ELECTION OF DIRECTORS:
3. TO CONSIDER ANY BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE MEETING.

PAYING 40% OF DIVIDEND IN CASH.

DIVIDEND CHECKS WILL BE HANDED OUT AT THIS MEETING.

DOOR PRIZES.

RED LAKE COUNTY COOPERATIVE INC.
TODD WIELAND, CHAIRMAN • ANTHONY CHUCK FLAGE, SECRETARY

O1-2C

Quality Construction Materials
• Building Materials Sales
• Windows & Window Treatments
• Paints & Painting Supplies

301 Lambert St  
Oklee, MN 56742

www.okleelumber.com
218-796-5131

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE 
BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with 
any building problem you may have.
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50th 

Wedding  
Anniversary  
Celebration

for Carol and Korydon Chervestad
Saturday, April 6th, 2019
Oklee Hall, Oklee, MN
5:00 pm Open House

6:00 pm Meal
A program and dance  
will follow the meal

O1-2C

a local site, often the senior 
citizen center, other public 
building or a restaurant, for a 
nutritious meal and activities 
such as games, presentations 
on nutrition and other topics of 
interest to older people.

Each meal provides at least 
one-third recommended daily 
allowance (RDA) for nutrition. 

Congregate dining sites are 
designed to accommodate the 
needs of those persons sixty and 
older.  If you are a spouse under 
60, you may also participate in 
the meal program.

The meals not only provide 
good nutrition, they also give 
older people a chance to social-
ize--a key factor in preventing 
the adverse nutritional effects 
of social isolation.  Frozen meals 
that are locally prepared are 
available for seniors living far 
from a meal site or for seniors 
who are physically unable to 
dine at a congregate dining site.  

Hot, home delivered meals 
on wheels are available from 
most sites.  Home bound seniors 
may receive meals after return-
ing from a stay in the hospital.

Diners are given the opportu-
nity to confidentially contribute 
towards the cost of the meals, 
but no one is denied a meal 
because of inability to donate. 

Are you looking for a gift 
idea for an older person? Gift 
certificates for meal tickets are 
available for purchase.  This 
makes a great gift for those 
seniors who have everything, 
for those seniors in need of good 
nutrition and social interaction 
or for those seniors who need a 
helping hand.  

It is never too late for us to 
make nutrition changes.  If you 
have not been to your local con-
gregate dining site, give it a try!

This article is made pos-
sible with Older Americans 
Act dollars from Dancing Sky 
Area Agency on Aging. The 
Senior LinkAge Line® makes it 
easy for older adults and their 
families to find services in their 
community.  Call the Senior 
LinkAge® at 

1-800-333-2433 for more 
information on senior dining or 
to find the closest senior dining 
site in your community.  
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218-487-5225

We are Online!
www.TriCoCanary.com

If you have a subscription you can 
view online for free. If you just want 
to view ONLINE it is only $25, no 
matter where you live! Give us a call!

CLASSIFIED ADS

DEADLINE NOON 
FRIDAYS

Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171M3tfc-C
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FOR SALE
Gully Schoolhouse 
Grocery For Sale 

For more details call 218-796-5478. 
Great family business!

R. J. Hunt Brand
Alfalfa, Wildlife Plot Mixes, 

Lawn Seed and other Forage 
Grasses and Legumes: 645 
Brand and Yield Plus Brand 
Alfalfa; Proven performers 
in the area, High yield and 
disease resistance. Reason-
ably priced.

ORDER EARLY TO ASSURE 
YOUR SEED SUPPLY

Clearbrook Elevator, 
218-776-3511; Farmers 
Union Oil, Grygla, 218-
294-6153; Goodridge 

Creamery, 218-378-4144; 
Pete Anderson, Gully, 218-
268-4546; Neal Anderson, 

Fosston, 218-435-6428; 
Merschman Sales,

Bagley, 218-694-6168

R
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New Queen Mattress With Boxspring 
$209 Full Set $179, Twin Sets $159,King 
Pillowtop Sets For $429 Brother’s 
Discount Furniture  We Sell All Styles 
of Mattresses Available Today. We Also 
Deliver All Over- Call -218-766-0064  A  
Family  Doing Business Since 2012

R50-1C

Find more than a job.  Find more in yourself.    
Find your calling. 

Fosston, MN 
Essentia Health Living Center is now Hiring: 

RNs – Long Term Care 
LPNs – Long Term Care 

Nursing Assistants – Long Term Care 
Medication Aide 

Nutrition Services Assistant 
Baker 
Cook 

Essentia Health Hospital: 
Medical Lab Technician or Medical Technologists  

 0.6 – 1.0 FTE   
(Sign On Bonus Included!) 

RNs – 0.8FTE / Casual 
Essentia Health Clinic: 

Patient Access Representative 
Essentia Health Home Health/Hospice 

RNs 
Essentia Health offers competitive salary and benefits 
Be part of a supportive team committed to providing quality 

resident/patient-centered care.   
For more information and to apply on line, visit us at  

www.EssentiaHealth.org/Careers  
Or call 218-786-2188 

EOE/Minorities/Females/Vet/Disabled           R51tfn

Public Health Nurse - Polk County
Polk County Public Health has a 1.0 FTE opening for a Public Health 

Nurse position for family home visiting, and community-based health 
promotion strategies primarily in nutrition, physical activity and tobac-
co prevention with a focus on community engagement, healthy equity 
and policy, systems and environmental change. Baccalaureate Degree in 
Nursing required, current MN Board of Nursing licensure and ability to be 
certified as a Public Health Nurse (PHN) in the State of MN. Must have a 
valid driver’s license or evidence of equivalent mobility. Candidates must 
have the ability to exercise independent judgment using all information 
available in sensitive/critical situations and possess excellent community 
engagement skills. 

An application and job description can be obtained by contacting the 
Polk County Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408 or online at http://
www.co.polk.mn.us ‘Job Opportunities’. Salary range for this position is 
$27.14 - $34.51/hour; DOE and qualifications. Applications for this posi-
tion will be received until 4:30 p.m. March 29, 2019 EEO M51-1C

    CHS Ag    
    Services

in Oklee is 
Seeking a Sea-
sonal Floater 

Applicator/Seasonal Laborer/
Seasonal Truck Driver. Com-
petitive wages. Please contact 
Andy Pahlen at 218-796-5100 
or 218-686-6387             O51tfc

Clerk Typist Cashier III  
Polk County License Center

The Polk County License 
Center has an opening for 
a full-time Clerk Typist Ca-
shier III position.   Applicants 
must have a high school or 
equivalent (GED) with expe-
rience in basic office/clerical 
procedures.  This position 
requires good judgement, at-
tention to detail and courtesy 
in serving the public.  A valid 
driver’s license is required. 
	 Starting salary for this po-
sition ranges from $16.07 – 
$20.42 (2019) DOE and qualifi-
cations.  Interested individuals 
may contact the Polk County 
Administrator’s Office, Polk 
County Government Center, 
612 N. Broadway, Room 211, 
Crookston MN (218) 281-5408 
to receive an application and 
job description or go online to  
http://www.co.polk.mn.us ‘Job 
Opportunities’.  Applications 
must be received by 4:30 p.m., 
April 1, 2019 in the Administra-
tor’s Office.   All qualified appli-
cants will receive consideration 
for employment.   EOE.     M51-1C

RLCC School is accepting applications for a full 
time-year round combination Book Keeper & Sec-
retary position.  

Applications are on the school website at www.rlcc.2906.org or 
can be obtained by contacting the school.  

RLCC Schools, PO Box 100, Oklee, MN  56742, 218-796-5136 
Applications will be accepted until April 2, 2019. O52-1C

Bookkeeper/Secretary Position 
	 at the High School in Oklee  

Clearwater 
Polk Electric 

Cooperative, Inc. 
in Bagley, MN

is seeking applications for a 
Cashier-Receptionist. Primary 
tasks include customer service 
and administrative.  Qualified ap-
plicants must have experience in 
customer service, a minimum of a 
high school diploma or GED, and 
good communication and organi-
zation skills.  Excellent computer 
skills and working knowledge of 
Microsoft Office software, includ-
ing Excel and Word, is required.   
	 Clearwater-Polk Electric Coop-
erative, Inc. offers a competitive 
salary and benefits package. For a 
complete job description and ap-
plication please contact our office 
at 218-694-6241, 315 Main Ave N 
• PO Box O, Bagley, MN 56621.  
Applications or resume’ must 
be received by Friday, March 29, 
2019. Clearwater-Polk Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. is an equal op-
portunity employer.                R52-1C

Dispatcher
Polk County, MN
The Polk County Sheriff’s De-

partment in Crookston, MN has 
a Full-Time Dispatcher position 
available. Applicants must possess 
excellent computer skills, have 
the ability to speak clearly and 
concisely, and have the ability to 
exercise independent judgment, 
using all information available in 
critical and emergency situations. 
High school diploma or GED is 
required; experience in related field 
is preferred.  Wage range for this po-
sition is $21.50 - $27.33/hour; DOE 
and qualifications. Full job descrip-
tion and application can be obtained 
online at http://www.co.polk.mn.us 
‘Job Opportunities’ or by contacting 
the Polk County Administrator’s Of-
fice at 218-281-5408. Applications 
for this position will be received in 
the Administrator’s Office until 4:30 
p.m. on April 3, 2019. EEO  M52-1C
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Custodian I - Facilities Management Department
 The Polk County Facilities Department has an immediate open-

ing for a full time, benefitted Custodian I position.
 This position performs a variety of custodial duties including 

emptying trash, sweeping, mopping and vacuuming floors, cleaning 
restrooms, and ordering and stocking supplies.

 This position will be assigned a primary location, however, will 
be required to work at multiple facility locations as needed and 
assigned; including the jail.

 Applicants must have a high school diploma or GED.  Previous 
custodial experience is preferred but not required.  A valid driver’s 
license is required for this position.

 Wage range for this position is $15.16 - $19.27/hour; DOE 
and qualifications.

 Please complete an application on Polk County’s Website:  
www.co.polk.mn.us - Human Resources/Job Openings or contact 
the Polk County Administrator’s Office at (218) 281-5408. 

Please send your completed application along with a cover 
letter and resume to the Polk County Administrator’s Office, 612 
N. Broadway, Room 211, Crookston, MN. Applications will be 
received until 4:30 p.m., April 3, 2019. All qualified applicants will 
be considered for employment.  EEO.
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The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has an opening for 
a full-time Sort Line Operator I or II. Primary duties include sorting 
and segregate recoverable recyclable material as well as removing 
problem/objectionable items from the municipal solid waste that is 
delivered to the facility.  Assist maintenance staff and maintain records/
reports.  Position also required to clean equipment and to perform basic 
maintenance on, as well as operate conveyors, & balers.  Applicants 
must possess a high school diploma or equivalent. A valid MN driver’s 
license is required. A pre-employment physical exam is required. Wage 
range for this position is $14.30 - $19.27/hour, DOE and qualifications.  

Interested individuals may contact the Polk County Incinerator at 
218-435-6501 or the Polk Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408; online 
at http://www.co.polk.mn.us ‘Job Opportunities’ to view the job descrip-
tion and application. This position will be remain open until filled.  EOE

Sort Line Operator I or II – Polk County Incinerator

(218) 268-4765
In business since 1974

Olson Gravel, Inc.
Excavating & Concrete

M
48-47C

Excellent Prices on Concrete #4 and #5 Rebar 
(Steel or Fiberglass Rebar)

Dependable service & quality products
Same day delivery available

Basement & septic installation
We deliver anywhere!

•Wash •Beach Sand •Class 5 Mod •River Rock
•Peat •Black Dirt •Road Gravel •Rip Rap

Service with Front Discharge Trucks

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
CONCRETE & CONSTRUCTION

Bryce Stordahl • NOW HIRING!

Residential • Commercial • Agricultural • Industrial

218-277-0746

R2
1-

20
C 

(1
yr

)

John’s Cross Lake 
Auto Body

39473 365th St SE, Fosston, MN 56542
Phone/Fax: 218-435-1365

• Repair  • Refinish  • Glass
• Replace  • Insurance  • Frame

R7
-e

ow
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n

Help Wanted
Mental Health Social Worker needed at Marshall County Social 

Services. A Degree from an accredited four-year college with major 
in Social work, Sociology or Psychology, or a closely related field is 
required. Minnesota Merit System certification is necessary. Start-
ing salary is  $24.08 to $33.40 depending on level of experience. 
If interested please send your resume and references to 208 Colvin 
Avenue, Warren, MN  56762 and complete an application on line at 
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/mnmeritsystem/default.cfm. If you 
have any questions, please contact Lisa at Marshall County Social 
Services in Warren, MN at 218-745-5124. 

Marshall County is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
Deadline to apply is 4/5/19.                                          G52-2C

For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225
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www.sollie.net  

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525

www.sollie.net

Pick 
Your Price...

PICK YOUR 
HOME!

#4351 - 3 BR, 2 BA home 
with over 1200 sq. ft.

#4352 - Like new, 2 BR, 
2 BA home, appliances 
included!

#4353 - 3 BR, 2 BA home 
in excellent condition with 
sprawling open floor plan.

Call Today for 
Complete Details!

R
1C

 
 
RUMMAGE SALE  - 
Embassy basement 3rd/Eaton, 
Fosston, Friday Mar. 29th, 
(most items 50¢) Saturday, 
Mar. 30th, ($2 bag day) 9 am-
noon both days.

R38C

FOR  RENT
One-bedroom apartments 

are available at the 
*Prairie View Apartments in 

Fisher, MN
*Sunshine Court in Fertile, MN
*Badger Creek Apartments in 

Badger, MN
*Maplewood in Mentor, MN

One-bedroom duplex  
available in

*McIntosh Homes
Two-bedroom Apartment:
*River Road Apartments in 

East Grand Forks, MN
	 Note: Residents must 

be 55 years of age or older.
Three-bedroom houses  

available in
*Lake Bronson, MN

*Kennedy, MN
For an application, please 

visit our website at 
www.nwmnhra.org 
or call 218-637-2431 

Ext. 1110 M51C

WANTED!
Bus Driver

Win-E-Mac Public School ISD 
#2609 is seeking to hire a Route 
Driver, male or female. We will 
provide training to get the driv-
ing license. Please send a letter of 
interest, and an on-line applica-
tion to Superintendent Randy 
Bruer at rbruer@win-e-mac.k12.
mn.us or Win-E-Mac School, 
23130 345th St. SE, Erskine, MN  
56535.  Position will be opened 
until filled.   Phone: 218-563-
2900 www.win-e-mac.k12.mn.
us                                     M1-2C

Red Lake County Central  
Elementary School in Plummer, MN 

•	 District Application
•	 Letter of Application
•	 Resume
•	 Teaching Credentials

•	 Copy of Official College  
Transcripts

•	 Three (3) signed Letters  
of Recommendation

Applicants interested in the position, should submit their com-
pleted application to: 

Mr. Andrew Fougner, Principal 
Red Lake County Central Elementary, PO Box 7, Plummer, 

MN 56748, 218-465-4222 Applications will be accepted until the 
position is filled.  Application forms are available at www.rlcc2906.
org ISD #2906 is an equal opportunity employer.                    O1-2C

has a full-time elementary education teaching 
position open for the 2019-2020 school year.  Appli-
cants must hold, or be eligible to acquire a Minnesota teaching license.   
Interested candidates must submit the following:

Seasonal – Highway Department, Polk County
Polk County Highway Department has various seasonal/

summer positions opening in the Maintenance subdivision. Eligible 
applicants must have a high school diploma, be 18 years of age or older 
as of June 1, 2019, have a valid driver’s license and a safe driving record. 
Wage starts at $12.82/hour, DOE and work assignment. For a job de-
scription and application, interested individuals may contact the Polk 
County Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408 or go online http://www.
co.polk.mn.us - Job Opportunities.  Applications for this position will be 
received until 4:30 p.m. on April 10, 2019. All qualified applicants will 
be considered for employment. EEO M1-2C

Cornerstone Nursing and 
Rehab Center, Bagley, is 
accepting applications for 
full and part time Certified 
Nursing Assistants.

Great starting wage and 
benefits, including health 
insurance, PTO, 401K, etc.

Applications available at 
www.cornerstoneshc.com or 
call Dani at 218-694-6552.  
E.O.E.             R1-3C            

Nursing Assistant 
Position

Athletic/Activities Director 
Position

SCHOOL BUSINESS/FINANCE EMPLOYEE and other duties, 
Win-E-Mac Public School Application on-line at www.win-e-
mac.k12.mn.us, Or send letter of application and credentials to 
Superintendent’s Office, Win-E-Mac School, 23130 345th St. SE, 
Erskine, MN 56535. For more information contact Randy Bruer at 
rbruer@win-e-mac.k12.mn.us or 218-563-2900. Open until filled.                         

M
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Advertise 
Your

Entertain-
ment 
and

Dining 
Specials 

Here! 
218-

487-5225

A CAPPELLA
ACCENT
ALTO
AUDIATE
BALANCE
BARITONE
BASS
BEAT
CADENZA

CHEST
CHOIR
CHORUS
CLEF
COUNT
ENSEMBLE
FALSETTO
FLAT
HEAD

KEY
MAJOR
MEASURE
MINOR
MODIFICATION
MOVEMENT
MUSIC
OCTAVE
PITCH

REGISTER
SHARP
SIGHT
SOPRANO
TEMPO
TENOR
TONE
VOCAL
VOWELS

CHORUS WORD SEARCH      	 Answers on page 6

www.TriCoCanary.com

Visit us online and click on Image Galleries
to view photos of events in the area.

CLICK HERE

218-253-2585 • 1-800-480-2756
P.O. Box 477 • 907 Main Avenue South

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750 

•	 Post-Frame Buildings
•	 Building Materials
•	 Siding and Roofing
•	 Windows 

STOP IN FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING NEEDS

29 Gauge Painted  
or Galvanized Steel 
Roofing or Siding 

Available.  
CALL FOR  

CURRENT PRICING

Please Call Us 
for a Quote

•	 Garages
•	 Shops
•	 Homes

R
tfn

C

Contact our local 
Rep Mike Cooper 

at  
218-556-9479

Break fast in      Gon-  vick

Enjoy Breakfast or Lunch 
at

 Kandi’s Kitchen 
in Gonvick 

Klub EVERY Friday!

Monday-Friday 

6:30-1:30
Saturday7:00-1:30

R52-3C

For Take-Out 
Call  

487-5312

GOODRIDGE LIQUOR STORE R
1C

Fri.,
Mar. 29th

BLACKOUT
 in  59 #’s or less 

for $1000!at
6:30pm!

April 6th
Goodridge Fire and Rescue 

Fund-raiser
with Live Music by Tami Lee  

& the Northern Lights

Annual Spring 
Opener at the 

Lions Hall

 March 30th

Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608

EVERY THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
Dine in only!

i Broasted Pork Chops
LUNCH & DINNER WITH DESSERT

– FRIDAY & SATURDAY –
Steak, Shrimp & Broasted Chicken 

Dinner & BBQ Ribs

– FRIDAY ONLY-- 
Walleye

DINNER SPECIALS

60#’s 
for $1000

6:30 pm 
SAT., 

MAR. 30th

$5.00 Burgers & Fries

TACO TUESDAY
LUNCH & DINNER

REMEMBER...
Kickin’ Up Kountry  
Karaoke FINALS  
       Fri. Apr, 12th 
           8-midnight  

     Music by Wild Wes
HOURS:  M–SAT.: 8 A.M. - 1 A.M.  SUNDAY: 11:00 A.M. - MIDNIGHT

KITCHEN HOURS ... closes 9:00 p.m.
O1C

Specials  
every weekend

SATURDAY, Mar. 30th  •  6:30 PM
60#’s at $1000

– UP TO $1000 MAXIMUM –

Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608

O
1C

SPONSORED BY: 

The Mentor Firefighters 
Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

Eat In or Take Out

Call 218-796-5666 

FRIDAY,
March, 29 th 2019

from 4:00-8:00 pm

O
1C

Broasted
 Chicken OR 

GRILLED SHRIMP

Open from 7 am–9 pm

SHORTY’S PLACE, GULLY

R
1C
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SALMON
–– 5:00–10:00 pm ––

FRI. & SAT. SPECIAL

NO BINGO will resume
Apr. 6TH

SMEAR TOURNEY
every TUESDAY

at 7 pm

Moran's Supper Club

Dining Room will be 
open daily beginning  

April 1st!

Mike Is Back To Work!
Open Easter Sunday 

11a.m. - 2 p.m.
Lots of Specials

Winger - 938-4151

R1C

R1C

‘Healing through 
Art’ Featured 
at RiverView’s 
Diabetes Support 
Group

Crookston, MN – Each 
month, RiverView Health of-
fers a free Type 2 Diabetes 
Support Group meeting open 
to anyone with Type 2 diabetes 
and his/her family members. 
The March 27th meeting will 
feature “Healing through Art’’ 
with Trey Everett.

“Healing through Art’’ is 
a workshop designed to be 
creative, fun, and inspiring. 
Individuals will learn to work 
with challenges in their lives, 
reduce suffering, and create 
new and hopeful possibilities 
for a healthier and whole life 
through entry-level art projects.

The art for each session 
is based on the process of art 
rather than the finished prod-
uct. The sessions work with a 
general flow of past to future, 
failures to dreams, negative to 
positive, unacknowledged to 
acknowledged, unhealthy at-
titudes to healthy perspectives.

The group meets in Meeting 
Room 1 of RiverView Health, 
323 S. Minnesota Street, 
Crookston, from 5-6 pm the 
fourth Wednesday of every 
month (unless otherwise noted). 
The meetings are led by River-
View Dietitian Darcey Larsen, 
RD LD, and Health Coach 
Kelsey Billing, RN, BSN. 

The following are remaining 
meeting dates in 2019:

•	 April 24th
•	 May 22nd
•	 June 26th
•	 July 24th
•	 Aug. 28th
•	 Sept. 25th
•	 Oct. 23rd
•	 Nov. 27th
•	 Dec. 18th (third 

Wednesday)
For more information, call 

Larsen at 281-9589. 	

1x6
Sounds like 

multiplication?

Guess again.
It’s newspaper 

talk for a
one-column by 

6-inch ad.
Too small 

to be effective?

You’re 
reading 

this one!
Richards

Publishing 
Co., Inc.
Gonvick

487-5225

The Fosston Public Library 
is offering free admission to a 
performance by the artists of 
Haunted Blue, a jazz art song 
project featuring international 
mezzosoprano soloist Clara 
Osowski, composer and jazz 
pianist Jeremy Walker and jazz 
bassist Anthony Cox. The poetry 
behind Haunted Blue highlights 
works by Walt Whitman, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow and 
Minneapolis lyricist Greg Foley. 
This event, which is offered free 
of charge thanks to funding 
from the Minnesota Arts and 
Cultural Heritage Fund, will 
conclude with a discussion with 
the artists featuring topics such 
as jazz, art song, composition 
and more. “Haunted Blue” will 
take place Monday, April 1 from 
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the Fosston 
Community Library Arts The-
ater, 403 Foss Ave. N.

The same week the Fosston 
Public Library will host a Dr. 
Seuss-themed magic show, 
“The Magic of Dr. Seuss”, on 
Wednesday, April 3 at 4 p.m. 
at the Fosston Public Library, 
403 N Foss Ave. Dive into the 
wacky and wonderful world of 
Dr. Seuss with this performance 
of magic, story-telling and silly 
comedy featuring the characters 
found in some Dr. Seuss’ most 

Fosston Public Library Announces Seuss-
Themed Magic Show, Jazz Performance

famous works. Perfect for fami-
lies with toddlers, preschoolers 
and pre-kindergartners, this 
show is offered free of charge, 
thanks to funding from the Min-
nesota Arts and Cultural Heri-

tage Fund. This event is offered 
in connection with 1,000 Books 
before Kindergarten, a library 
program that helps children 
develop literacy skills.
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Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I moved 
to Minnesota two days 
ago. I am living with a 
cousin of mine in Min-
nesota. I am writing to 
you concerning driving 
legally within the state. 
Back in my native coun-
try, Kenya, I am li-
censed to drive and 
currently I have that 
license with me. I also 
obtained an international driv-
ing permit from the necessary 
licensing body back in Kenya. 
Are these documents sufficient 
to allow me to drive within the 
State of Minnesota before I am 
able to acquire the State’s Driv-
ing License? Thank you for your 
time and consideration.

Answer: Hello and welcome 
to Minnesota! If you are visit-
ing from another country with 
a valid driver’s license from 
your home country, you are not 
required to get a Minnesota li-
cense, and can operate a vehicle 
legally in our State.

Once you become 
a Minnesota resident, 
you have 60 days to get 
a Minnesota driver’s 
license. 

Also, many insur-
ance companies do 
not honor an “out-of-
country license”. Being 
that auto insurance 
is required to operate 
a motor vehicle, you 

would need to get a Minnesota 
driver’s license or ask them 
about your options.

A portion of state statutes 
were used with permission from 
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him 
at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

It was just me and 
her. Like a shadow 
the little one moved 
round and about the 
room. I was watching 
because after all, she 
was my charge for the day. 
Little Lakynn Rose and I were 
at home while her big sister was 
off at preschool.

It was a normal afternoon, 
or so I thought as she made her 
way back and forth between 
play areas. Out of the corner 
of my eye, I could see the re-
frigerator door open and close 
while little toes tipped past. Not 
thinking much of it, I let her 
play in peace.

After several minutes, I 
thought I’d best see what she 
was up to as I could have sworn 
I just saw a milk jug moving 
rapidly towards the carpet. A 
quick check proved I had been 
correct as in tow I caught her 
with exactly that. Redirecting 
her was easy enough and a crisis 
was diverted!

I then went back to double 
check, and all appeared to be 
in order. The new ataman (big 
footstool) was the only piece 
of furniture to look just a tad 
off kilter. Odd, I thought, the 
top half of it looks just a little 
twisted. Perhaps some screws 
had come loose and I need to 
tighten them.

Taking a closer look, I no-
ticed that the big footstool had a 
storage unit within…something 
I did not know. As I moved the 
top half back, my eyes held fast 
to that which was hidden. Nes-
tled within the new WHITE ata-
man, was one ketchup bottle at 
full tilt, a jar of mustard rolling 
round, barbeque sauce trying 
to contain itself from free flow-
ing elsewhere and every liquid 
ingredient from the door of the 

fridge that had been 
confiscated. Each had 
found a home in the 
hideout.

No contents had 
spilled up to this point 

and thought it wise to 
whisk away any opportunity for 
leakage. To the fridge I did dash 
placing each item back while 
trying not to give voice to the 
depths of panic raging within. 

Lakynn Rose watched un-
daunted…heeding my sugges-
tion that perhaps we’d best keep 
these food items in the fridge. 
My words must have been palat-
able because quickly she dashed 
off elsewhere to play. 

I love little miracles which 
involve the least of these. At 
least they still had a functioning 
couch. At least grandma didn’t 
get upset. At least we learned 
a little something without too 
much ado. Sometimes life les-
sons are easier than not…at 
least.

Matthew 25:40 says, “The 
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me.’”  

May the least of these always 
know that they are of far greater 
value than anything we own or 
any situation they find them-
selves in.  Amen.

Do You Ever Feel as if No One 
is Watching?

OBITUARIES
 

 

 

 

Services for
Sherilyn Kolstad

Sherilyn Kolstad, age 
75 of Erskine, passed away 
Wednesday, March 20, 2019 
at her home under the care 
of Hospice. Funeral services 
will be held at 11:00 a.m. on 
Friday, March 29th at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Erskine 
with the Rev. Scott Baker of-
ficiating. Interment will be in 
Fairview Cemetery, Erskine. 
Visitation will be held from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with a 
7:00 p.m. prayer service on 
Thursday, March 28th at the 
Carlin Funeral Home in Ers-
kine and also one hour prior 
to the service on Friday at the 
church. Arrangements are 
with the Carlin Funeral Home 
of Erskine and messages of 
condolence may be sent at 
www.carlinfuneral.com.

Sherilyn Kay Abrams was 
born on August 5, 1943 in 
Crookston, Minnesota to par-
ents Ivan and Lillian Steven-
son Abrams. She was baptized 
on June 1, 1958 at Climax 
Lutheran Church. She grew 
up in the Climax, Minnesota 
area and graduated from Cli-
max High School in 1961. 

Sherilyn was united in 
marriage to Calvin Kolstad 
on January 26, 1962. After 
their marriage, they moved 
to Erskine where they lived, 
worked and raised their fam-
ily. She and Calvin worked 
together at their businesses 
Pat-Kol Motors, Kolstad Oil 
Company (Amoco), and Napa 
Auto Parts. Sherilyn enjoyed 
her bookkeeping duties and 

Services for
Barbara Algaard

Barbara Algaard, age 81, 
of Fosston, Minnesota, passed 
away at Essentia First Care 
Living Center on March 24, 
2019. Funeral services will be 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Satur-
day, March 30, 2019 at Hope 
Lutheran Church in Fosston 
with Pastor Jane Ekholm of-
ficiating. Interment will be in 
Kingo Lutheran Cemetery, 
Fosston. Visitation will be 
held on Friday, March 29, 
2019 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. with a Prayer Service 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Carlin 
Funeral Home in Fosston. 
There will be a reviewal for 
one hour prior to the service 
on Saturday at the church. Ar-
rangements are with the Car-
lin Funeral Home of Fosston 
and messages of condolence 
may be sent at www.carlin-
funeral.com.

Barbara Evelyn Algaard 
was born on June 6, 1937 in 
Fosston, MN to parents Fred 
and Stella Miller. She was 
confirmed at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Fosston and then 
graduated from Fosston High 
School in 1956. 

Barb was united in mar-
riage to Art Quam on January 
1, 1956. Together they had 
five children. Barb and Art 

Services held for
William Lembke

William Russell Lembke, 
95, of Cass Lake passed away 
Tuesday, March 12, 2019. 

His funeral and celebra-
tion of his life was held on 
Tuesday, March 19, 2019, at 
the Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Cass Lake, with Pastor 
Amanda Kossow, as offici-
ant. The service began at 
11am with a visitation one 
hour prior to the service, as 
well as visitation at the Ol-
son Schwartz Funeral Home, 
Bemidji, on Monday, evening 
from 5-7pm.

Bill was born on May 26, 
1923, the third son of Albert 
& Alma (Ferguson) Lembke 
of Walker.  His family lived 
on the shores of Swamp 
Lake, near Lembke Hill, 
and he spent his youth fish-
ing and hunting, and helping 
his Dad farm.  He attended 
school at the Leech Lake 
Country School. 

He enlisted and was sworn 
into the US Navy on May 19, 
1943 and served 
in World War II 
on the USS On-
tario AT013. He 
served 2 years 
of active duty on the ship, 
only seeing land once dur-
ing that time. At the conclu-
sion of WWII, he returned to 
Swamp Lake and worked at 
the Box Factory in Cass Lake 
for a short time.  He was a 
member of the Cass Lake 
American Legion Jack Kim-
ball Post 284 for 60 years.

On May 18, 1947 he mar-
ried Norma Jones of Laporte 
and lived in the Wilkinson/

Services held for
Kevin Fischer

Kevin C. Fischer, age 56 of 
Sauk Centre, died March 19, 
2019 surrounded by his family 
in Belgrade Nursing Home in 
Belgrade, Minnesota. 

A Celebration of Kevin’s 
Life was held at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 23rd at First 
Lutheran Church in Sauk 
Centre with Rev. Ruth Gangl-
off officiating. Visitation was 
held from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday 
at the Patton-Schad Funeral 
Home in Sauk Centre with a 
Prayer Service and Sharing 
Time beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Visitation was also held on 
Saturday morning from 10-
11 a.m. at First Lutheran 
Church. 

Kevin Carl Fischer was 
born July 29, 1962 in Fosston, 
Minnesota, the son of Clifford 
and Alice (Bloomgren) Fisch-
er. Kevin attended school in 
Gonvick, MN and was a proud 
“Bulldog”, graduating with 
the class of 1980. It was also 
in Gonvick that he followed 
in the footsteps of his dad and 
began his 40 year career in the 
concrete industry where he 
was known simply as “Fish”. 
On September 26, 1992, Kevin 
was united in marriage to 
Wanda (Cook) Fischer at the 
Samhold Lutheran Church in 
Gonvick, Minnesota. Together 
Kevin and Wanda raised 
three sons, Samuel (age 24), 
Joshua (age 20) and Jackson 
(age 16). After living in the 
Twin Cities for several years, 
Kevin, Wanda and their boys 
moved to Sauk Centre, Min-
nesota in 2004. During this 
time, Kevin worked in sales 
and sales management within 
the industry he loved so much, 
most notably for Lehigh, Cem-
stone, and most recently for 

also with assisting customers 
from behind the parts counter 
at Napa. For almost 30 years, 
Sherilyn worked for Pioneer 
Memorial Care Center in 
environmental services until 
her retirement in 2012.

Sherilyn was focused on be-
ing a servant of God. She was 
a long-time active member of 
Grace Lutheran Church. She 
served on Women of the ELCA 
and NALC ladies’ aid boards; 
served as church Secretary, 
Treasurer, Deacon, and Sun-
day School teacher; and also 
provided home communion. 
She was a member of the 
Erskine Study Club and the 
Birthday Club.

Sherilyn enjoyed attending 
car show events with her best 
friend, Calvin, gardening, and 
was in awe by nature, espe-
cially the phases of the moon. 
Her family was her heart and 
joy. She loved playing cards 
and board games with her 
children and grandchildren 
and traveling many miles 
with Calvin to visit and follow 
their grandchildren’s events. 
Sherilyn was a wonderful 
woman whose kind and gener-
ous heart touched the lives of 
many. Words cannot explain 
how much she is missed. 

Sherilyn is survived by her 
loving husband of 57 years, 
Calvin, of Erskine; her son, 
Todd Kolstad of Minneapolis, 
MN; and daughter, Rhonda 
(Jerry) Lindseth of Page, ND; 
two grandchildren, Anthony 
(Leah) Lindseth of Page, ND 
and Karissa (Zachary) Hause 
of East Grand Forks, MN; and 
two great-grandsons, Brayden 
Anthony Lindseth and Brex-
ton Calvin Lindseth.

Also surviving are one 
sister, Pamela Damon of 
Crookston, MN; sister-in-
law, Annette Abrams of East 
Grand Forks, MN; and two 
brothers-in-law, Wes Wesen-
berg of Rockford, IL, and Wal-
ter Patterson of Erskine, MN.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her son, Chad; 
brother, Lyle Abrams; sis-
ters, Anna Lucille (Beckland) 
Wesenberg, Joan Patterson, 
Janis Lowry, and Ivadelle 
(Skansgaard) Story. 

later divorced. On October 
17, 1981 she married Earl 
Algaard. While her children 
were young, she stayed home 
to raise them and then began 
working at Gambles in Foss-
ton where she was employed 
for ten years. When Gambles 
was sold, she began working 
at Ben Franklin. Most people 
remember Barb from her 
years there, working in the 
fabric and floral departments. 
She found great joy in helping 
everyone who came into the 
store. Barb ended her career 
working at K’s Variety in 
June of 2007. 

Barb was a very gifted 
seamstress, making numer-
ous quilts for her children, 
grandchildren, and many 
others. She also loved working 
in her flower & rock garden. 
Her talent and knowledge 
of flowers extended into the 
beautiful florals that she 
made not only for herself but 
also for others. Barb valued 
time spent with her family, 
especially on the holidays. 
These times were centered 
around competitive games of 
Parcheesi, Hearts, Sequence, 
and Croquet. 

Barb passed away on 
March 24, 2019 at Essentia 
Health Living Center in Foss-
ton at the age of 81. 

She is survived by her 
five children; Beverly Drel-
lack of Fertile, MN, Anita 
(Charles) Lucken of Fosston, 
MN, Connie Mark of Moor-
head, MN, David Quam of 
Crookston, MN, and Daniel 
(Cindy) Quam of Aberdeen, 
SD. She is also survived by 9 
grandchildren and 12 great 
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents Fred and Stel-
la Miller, brothers Bob Miller 
and Ron Miller, sister Ruth 
Schroeder, husband Earl Al-
gaard, and son-in-law Roger 
Drellack. 

Cass Lake area for 70 years, 
where they raised three sons 
& two daughters. Bill first 
worked for the Great North-
ern Railroad K Line between 
Cass Lake and Walker and 
then Burlington Northern 
Railroad as a laborer, track 
inspector, and equipment op-
erator, until his retirement 
in July 1983 after 37 years. 
Norma passed away in Octo-
ber 2010.

Bill & Norma always 
raised a wonderful garden, 
complete with raspberry 
bushes, and Bill continued 
to grow a superb garden, 
personally canning his own 
produce at the age of 95, 
and was already planning 
his 2019 garden. He enjoyed 
hunting in his younger years, 
and continued to love to fish 
and be out on a lake.  Bill en-
joyed family gatherings with 
his kids, grandkids, great 
grandkids and his sister, in-
cluding Camp Lembke held 
each July. He enjoyed telling 
stories of the old-times, fam-
ily meals and also liked to go 
for car rides - always on the 
lookout for wildlife. He had 
a soft spot for animals, espe-
cially his dog, Snoopy and his 
cat, Goldie.

Bill is survived by two sons, 
Russell & Sharon Lembke, 
Leonard; Dale & Bonnie 
Lembke, Cass Lake; two 
daughters, Pamela Lembke, 
Rochester; and Sheila & 
Mark LaForce, Brooklyn 
Park; daughter-in-law, Sha-
ron Lembke, Laporte; sister, 
Darlene & Wally George, 
Crystal; 12 grandchildren 
and 13 great grandchildren, 
along with nieces and neph-
ews.

Bill was preceded in death 
by Norma; his parents; a 
son, Wendell Lembke; broth-
ers, Kenneth Lembke, Fre-
mont (Bud) Lembke & Fritz 
Lembke; sister, Phyllis Mal-
braaten. 

His grandsons will serve 
as pallbearers and his grand-
daughters will serve as hon-
orary bearers. with burial 
to be held at Lakeport Cem-
etery in Laporte at a later 
time. 

Online guestbook at www.
OlsonSchwartzFuneral -
Home.com

AVR/AME. He had a tremen-
dous ability to build close 
relationships and considered 
many friends in the industry 
his family. 

More than anything, Kevin 
loved spending time with his 
family including coaching 
and watching his son’s sports 
teams, cooking for his boy’s 
friends, boating, hot tubs, 
and yelling at the TV watch-
ing Vikings games. He was so 
proud watching his kids pur-
sue and achieve their dreams. 
Kevin also enjoyed visiting up 
north and spending time at 
Ebro, the family hunting land, 
where he was camp cook. He 
was the ultimate entertainer 
and loved to grill and cook 
too much food for family and 
friends.

Kevin’s faith was deeply 
important to him and he 
treasured his “church family” 
from the United Methodist 
Church in Sauk Centre, Min-
nesota.

He passed away on March 
19, 2019 at the Belgrade 
Nursing Home at the age of 56 
years, 7 months and 18 days.

Kevin is survived by his 
wife of 26 years, Wanda; sons 
Sam (significant other, Kait-
lyn Bicek), Josh and Jackson; 
brothers Jim (Phyllis Hagen) 
Fischer of Crookston, MN 
and Rick (Barbara) Fischer 
of Sauk Centre, MN; sisters 
Connie Syverson of Trail, 
MN, Corky Syverson of McIn-
tosh, MN, Janet Brenteson of 
Mound, MN, and Mary Olson 
of Trail, MN; brother-in-law 
LeRoy Johnson of Winger, 
MN; father and mother-in-law 
Ralph and Barbara Cook of 
Glenwood, MN, brothers-and 
sister-in-law Brian and Tamie 
Bremseth of Madison, MN, 
and Vince (significant other, 
Jess Wilson) Cook of Brain-
erd, MN; Godchildren Joe 
Fischer, Derek Bremseth, and 
Megan Sveen; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

Kevin was preceded in 
death by his parents, grand-
parents, Carl and Ethel 
Dahlquist,  sister Nancy 
Johnson, and brothers-in-
law Arnold Syverson, Karsten 
Syverson, and Bob Olson.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als preferred to Adult & Teen 
Challenge. Arrangements 
were made with Patton-Schad 
Funeral & Cremation Ser-
vices of Sauk Centre. 

R46TFC
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Services for 
Clinton Balstad

Clinton Balstad, age 82, of 
Billings, MT, died on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2019, at his winter 
home in Mesa, AZ. 

Clinton Edward Balstad, 
the son of Ed and Gertie 
(Hengel) Balstad, was born 
July 27, 1936, in Winger, MN. 
He was both baptized and con-
firmed in the Lutheran faith. 
As a child, Clinton attended 
country school and Winger 
Public School and then earned 
his high school degree from 
the Northwest School of Ag-
riculture in Crookston, MN. 
Following high 
school,  Clinton 
entered the work 
force and joined 
the Air National 
Guard, proudly serving six 
years. On December 6, 1969, 
Clinton was united in mar-
riage to Holly Anderson. The 
couple made their home in 
Winger and Clinton imme-
diately welcomed her two 
children, Tony and Lori, into 
his heart and raised them 
as his own. Clinton enjoyed 
growing up in a small town in 
Northwestern Minnesota, but 
he always dreamed of living in 
the mountains. In 1994, that 
dream became a reality when 
the family moved to Billings, 
MT. Clinton worked many 
years as a millwright. Even 

though they have spent the 
past 25 years in Montana, 
Clinton and Holly remained 
members of Dovre Lutheran 
Church. 

 Clinton was a talented 
wood worker with an eye for 
perfection which was evident 
in all the beautiful furniture 
pieces he made. He loved 
spending time in the great 
outdoors especially camping 
and riding his ATV in the 
mountains. In his younger 
years, he enjoyed many hunt-
ing and fishing trips as well. 
Clinton and Holly made nu-
merous wonderful memories 
traveling around the United 
States and looked forward to 
their winters in Mesa. 

 Clinton is survived by 
his wife, Holly of Billings; 
his daughter, Lori Charlton 
also of Billings; two brothers, 
Arnold (Sue) Balstad and 
Floyd (Gerri) Balstad both 
of Winger, MN; one sister, 
Jeannie (Ray) Gullekson of 
Beltrami, MN; two brothers-
in-law, Bill (Sue) Anderson 
of Billings, MT, and Andy 
(Bethany) Anderson of Red 
Wing, MN; two sisters-in-law, 
Judy (John) Peters of Billings, 
MT and Diane (Bob) Albers of 
Fergus Falls, MN; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Ed and Gertie, 
and son, Tony Charlton.  

Funeral Services were 
held at 11:00 am on Tuesday, 
March 19, 2019 at Dovre 
Lutheran Church in Winger, 
MN. Visitation was held at 
the Anderson Family Funeral 
Home in Mahnomen, MN, 
from 5:00 pm until 7:00 pm, 
with a Prayer Service begin-
ning at 7:00 pm, on Monday, 
March 18, 2019. Visitation 
was also held one hour before 
the funeral at the church on 
Tuesday. 

Arrangements entrusted 
to Anderson Family Funeral 
Home of Mahnomen. www.
andersonfamilyfh.com

 

Services held for 
James Mireault

James Mireault, age 80, of 
Fosston, MN, passed away on 
Monday, March 18th, at San-
ford Hospital in Fargo, ND. A 
Mass of Christian Burial was 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Satur-
day, March 23rd, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Fosston 
with Father John Melkies 
Suvakeen and Father Vin-
cent Miller Concelebrating. 
Interment was in St. Mary’s 
Catholic Cemetery, Fosston. 
Visitation was held from 5:00 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with a 6:45 
p.m. Rosary followed by a 7:00 
p.m. prayer service on Friday, 
March 22nd. There will also 
be reviewal for one hour prior 
to the service on Saturday 
morning at the church. All 
visitation will be held at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church. Ar-
rangements are with the Car-
lin Funeral Home of Fosston 
and messages of condolence 
may be sent at www.carlinfu-
neral.com.

James Cyril  Mireault 
was born on July 9, 1938 in 
Crookston, Minnesota to par-
ents Mose and Lily Casavant 
Mireault. He was baptized 
and confirmed at St. Dorothy’s 
Catholic Church in Doro-
thy, Minnesota. He attended 
country school (beginning 
at the age of four) and then 
in Red Lake Falls where he 
graduated from Lafayette 
High School in 1955. Jim 
was honored to be offered the 
chance to play football for 
the University of Minnesota 
following high school. Due to 
financial reasons, he was un-
able attend the University and 
began work for area farmers 
on their fields. He also worked 
at American Crystal Sugar in 
Crookston and in the Alfalfa 
Plant. While buying pies at a 
local Crookston grocery store, 
he met the love of his life.

James was united in mar-
riage to Madonna Rose Bougie 
on May 6, 1957 at St. Anne’s 
Catholic Church in Crookston. 
After their marriage, they 
moved to Minneapolis where 
Jim worked for Ford Motor 
Company. They returned to 
Crookston and Jim again 
started employment at Ameri-
can Crystal, this time for 
the next 10 years. As young 
man, Jim always had a pas-
sion for the grocery business. 
He began driving truck for 
the Sweetheart Bread Com-
pany and later Holsum Bread 
Company, at which time they 
moved to Fargo, North Da-
kota.

As time went on, Jim and 
Rose wanted to purchase their 
own grocery store. During the 
search for a store to buy, Jim 
ran across an advertisement 
for an appliance and electric 
store for sale in Fosston, Min-
nesota. After seeing the store 
and the town, Jim and Rose 

saw this place as a perfect 
fit for their family. In 1971, 
they purchased Halvorson’s 
Electric from Bennie and Belle 
Halvorson and moved their 
growing family of six chil-
dren to Fosston. At that time, 
they changed the name of the 
store to Mireault’s Appliance. 
Through the years, Mireault’s 
sold a variety of merchandise, 
including Honda, Ski-Doo, 
Crestliner boats, motors, fab-
ric and appliances. 

As the economy took a 
downturn in the late 1970’s, 
they restructured their busi-
ness and brought in home 
decorating; stocking carpet, 
wallpaper and more appli-
ances in 1980. Jim and Rose 
also sold and installed draper-
ies for over 25 years. 

In May of 1994, they pur-
chased the Carlin Furniture 
Store buildings and expanded 
the business by adding the fire 
hall in between the stores and 
renovated the Carlin store to 
form what is now Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings. Due to 
health concerns, Jim retired in 
1996 and sold the entire exist-
ing business to his son, Greg. 

Jim was a member of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church where 
he was a Trustee for 17 years 
and was an active part of other 
church committees. He also 
was a dedicated member of the 
Fosston community and sup-
ported the town to this day. He 
was on the Fosston Hospital 
Board, Fosston Community 
Club (past President), and was 
a participant in many other 
town activities and events 
through the years. 

After their retirement, Jim 
and Rose spent 17 winters in 
Mesa, Arizona. During the 
summer months, a great joy 
for them was spending week-
ends at the lake in Warroad, 
fishing and spending time 
with family. A dream trip for 
Jim was an Alaskan fishing 
trip with his brothers and 
also fly-in trips in Canada 
with family and friends. Most 
important for both Jim and 
Rose was faith and family. 
Jim dearly loved his children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. They were 
honored by the Diocese of 
Crookston by receiving the 
Bishop’s Medal of the Diocese 
of Crookston. 

James passed away on 
Monday, March 18, 2019 at 
Sanford Hospital in Fargo, 
North Dakota at the age of 
80 years.

Survivors include five chil-
dren, Renee (husband, Jon) 
Rustad of Fosston, Cynthia 
Mireault (husband, Paul Ras-
mussen) of Bagley, MN, Greg 
(wife, Keri) Mireault of Foss-
ton, Mary (husband, Scott) 
Blotske of Bemidji, MN, and 
Al (wife, Wendy) Mireault of 
Dallas, TX; daughter-in-law, 
Robin (husband, Chris) Bu-
tirro of Hoffman Estates, IL; 
19 grandchildren; 12 great 
grandchildren and one more 
due in April; three siblings, 
Dorothy Roi of Granite Falls, 
MN, Gerald (wife, Joan) 
Mireault of Crookston, MN, 
and Richard (wife, Donna) 
Mireault of Hugo, MN. Many 
nieces, nephews and cousins 
also survive.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Lily and Mose 
Mireault; son, Timothy James 
Mireault, in 2003; brother, 
Frenchie and wife, Donna 
Mireault; infant brother, Ge-
rard; and brother-in-law, Wil-
fred Roi. 

 

Services held for 
Kenneth Paradis

Kenneth Paradis passed 
away on Monday, March 18, 
2019 at Altru Hospital in 
Grand Forks, ND.

Funeral services were held 
on Saturday, March 23, 2019 
at 10:30 AM at Johnson Fu-
neral Service in Red Lake 
Falls, MN with Father Bob 
Schreiner Officiating. Burial 
was held at St. Anthony Cath-
olic Cemetery in Terrebonne, 
MN. Visitation was held one 
hour prior to the service at the 
funeral home on Saturday.

Kenneth Mark “Pookie” 
Paradis was born November 
26, 1961 at St. John Hospital 
in Red Lake Falls, MN son 
of Mark and Donna (Baatz) 
Paradis. He was baptized 
and confirmed at St. Anthony 
Catholic Church in Terre-
bonne, MN. Kenneth attended 
Washington Elementary and 

Lafayette High School in Red 
Lake Falls, graduating in the 
class of 1981. 

Kenneth attended Pine 
Technical College for Gun-
smithing. He worked for 
Bernard Steinkopf, Jacob 
and Jordan Riendeau, Perry 
Duden and Opatz Metal of 
Holdingford, MN and East 
Grand Forks. He helped Vern 
Schindler on the farm. Ken-
neth also worked for WDS 
Scepaniak gravel company in 
Holdingford, MN.

Kenneth enjoyed coffee at 
Mike and Sharon Riendeau’s, 
hunting, fishing and going to 
the casino. He also enjoyed 
spending time with the fam-
ily and friends and telling a 
good joke. He loved animals, 
especially his cat “Sammy”. 
He liked watching sporting 
events including the Vikings 
and Twins.

He is survived by his 
mother Donna Paradis at 
Terrebonne, MN; siblings 
Bernadette Paradis (Jerome 
Hruby) of Bemidji, MN, Fred 
Paradis of Warroad, MN, 
Louis Paradis of Roosevelt, 
MN, Thomas Paradis (Julia 
Smith) of East Grand Forks, 
MN, Godmother Agnes Reek, 
special friends Brian “Buzzy” 
and Susan Gagner, and his 
cat Sammy along with numer-
ous nieces, nephews, relatives 
and friends. 

Kenneth is preceded in 
death by his father Mark 
Paradis, and Godfather Uncle 
Thomas Ernest Paradis and 
his grandparents. 

 

 

Services for 
Margie Galli 

Margie Sue (Staehnke) 
Galli from Bemidji, MN died 
at Sanford Hospital in Bemi-
dji surrounded by her family 
on Sunday, March 17th, 2019. 

She was born November 
6th, 1954 in Poplar, Montana 
to the late Lyle and Nancy 
(Christenson) Staehnke. She 
graduated from Bagley High 
School in 1972 was baptized 
and confirmed at Redeemer 
Lutheran Church in Bagley. 
Margie married Charles A. 
Galli September 22nd, 1972 
and later divorced. Margie 
worked at Galli Furniture 
for several years and dedi-
cated her time to raising her 
daughters, Heather Galli and 
Bridget Galli Nelson. Margie 
was a great event planner 
and organized many activi-
ties for the Twin Pines Golf 
Course, Bagley All School 
Reunion and her friends. 
Margie established the Parent 
Booster Club for the Dance 
Team in which her daughters 
participated. Margie was a 
“hostess with the mostest”! 
She loved to cook and enter-
tain her friends and family. 

Services held for 
Dorothy Johnson

Dorothy Johnson (Mrs. 
Truman), age 98, of Erskine, 
MN, passed away 
on Tuesday, March 
19th, at Pioneer Me-
morial Care Center 
in Erskine. Funeral 
services were held at 
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 26th, at the Pioneer 
Memorial Care Center Cha-

Margie touched the lives of 
many and had a special love 
for children. She was known 
as “Auntie Margie” to many 
over the years. Her home 
was always open to anyone. 
She loved decorating for Hal-
loween and her house was the 
hot spot for trick or treating. 
In 2005 Margie moved to 
Bemidji, MN. She enjoyed do-
ing puzzles, watching movies, 
playing cards and cooking. 
She was a die-hard Vikings 
and Elvis fan as she collected 
and decorated with anything 
Minnesota Vikings and Elvis. 

She is survived by her 
children Heather (Brady 
Fredrickson) Galli of Bagley, 
Bridget (Todd) Nelson of 
Bagley, five grandchildren: 
Cassie & Demi Keough, Ale-
ah, Berae and Croix Nelson 

Six Nieces and Nephews: 
Chastine Netland, Carlea 
Staehnke, TJ, Brock, Jayci 
and Vicki McCrory, Jaxon 
Staehnke, Her sister Pamela 
(Mic) McCrory of Bemidji and 
Brothers, Wade Staehnke 
of Pinewood, MN and Scott 
(Janie) Staehnke of Itasca, 
MN. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents Lyle Staehnke, 
Nancy (Christenson) Staehn-
ke, Sisters: Vickie Staehnke 
and Debra (Staehnke) Net-
land. Grandparents: Melvin 
and Eva Christenson, Ed 
“Bud” and Edith Staehnke. 
Special Great Aunt, Nevina 
“Dolly” Walker. Great neph-
ew: Miklo Bellon Staehnke. 

A Celebration of Margie’s 
life will be held at Fireside 
Grill and Patio on Friday, 
April 12th at 6:00 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, family 
prefers donations. Donations 
will be donated to Cabo Crit-
ters Animal Rescue.

pel in Erskine with the Rev. 
Bruce Blocker officiating. 
Interment will be in First 
English Lutheran Cemetery 
at a later date. Visitation 
was held for one hour prior 
to the service on Tuesday 
at the nursing home chapel. 
Arrangements were with 
the Carlin Funeral Home of 
Erskine and messages of con-
dolence may be sent at www.
carlinfuneral.com. 

 

Services held for 
Irene Hemphill

Irene Hemphill, age 74, of 
Fosston, MN, passed away 
on Tuesday, March 19th, at 
Essentia Health Hospital 
in Fosston. Funeral servic-
es will be held at 2:00 p.m. 
on Monday, March 25th, at 
Kingo Lutheran Church in 
Fosston with the Rev. John 
Ragan officiating. Interment 
will be in Kingo Lutheran 
Cemetery, Fosston. Visitation 
will be held from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. prayer service 
on Sunday, March 24th, at 
the Carlin Funeral Home in 
Fosston. There will also be 
reviewal for one hour prior to 
the service on Monday at the 
church. Arrangements are 
with the Carlin Funeral Home 
of Fosston and messages of 
condolence may be sent at 
www.carlinfuneral.com. 

Irene Mae Hemphill was 
born July 13, 1944 in Hibbing, 
Minnesota to parents Dona-
van and Beatrice Kreps. She 
was baptized at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church on March 
19, 1950 and confirmed there 
on October 19, 1958. She 
attended school in Hibbing 
and graduated in 1962. She 
attended Hibbing Commu-
nity College, transferred to 
Bemidji State University, and 
graduated with an Elementa-
ry Education degree in 1966.

Irene married her best 
friend, Thomas Blaine Hemp-
hill, on July 1, 1966. They 
were married in the Wesley 
United Methodist Church 
in Hibbing. Irene taught in 
Chisholm, Minnesota for a 
year after graduating from 
BSU. She and Tom taught 
in Brownton, Minnesota for 
three years before moving 
to Fosston. They made their 
home and raised their chil-
dren there for the past 48 
years.

Irene was a member of 
Kingo Lutheran Church 
where she enjoyed quilting 
with her friends and serving 
on various committees. She 
was passionate about help-
ing others and was an active 
volunteer in the community. 
She was a loving mother, wife, 
and friend to many. Irene 
compassionately cared for and 
nurtured all who came into 
her life, especially children 
and animals. She enjoyed 
her flower gardens, reading, 
knitting, cooking, and spend-
ing time with her family at 
the lake. 

Irene, at age 74, went to 
her eternal home on March 
19, 2019. 

She is survived by her hus-
band of 52 years, Tom; their 
children, Rodger of Detroit 
Lakes, MN, Julie (Shawn) 
Johnson of Clearbrook, MN, 
Jeffrey of Las Vegas, NV, and 
grandsons Bryce and Brody 
Johnson. She is also survived 
by one sister Gladys (Jim) 
Oberstar of Cloquet, MN; and 
sister-in-law, Margaret Clark 
of Hibbing, MN. Numerous 
nieces, nephews, and great 
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Don and Be-
atrice Kreps; mother and 
father-in-law, Blaine and 
Naomi Hemphill; sister-in-
law, Mary Hemphill; niece 
Kristen (Gary) Baumgaard; 
her beloved pets and grand 
puppies; and various other 
relatives. 

 

Services held for 
Bennett Hamre

Bennett Hamre, age 79, 
of Erskine, MN, passed away 
on Thursday, March 21st, at 
Essentia Health Hospital in 
Fosston, MN. Memorial ser-
vices were held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, March 26th, at 
Grace Lutheran Church in 
Erskine with the Rev. Scott 
Baker officiating. Interment 
will be in Fairview Cemetery, 
rural Erskine, at a later date. 
Visitation was held from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. with 
a 7:00 p.m. prayer service 
on Monday, March 25th, at 
the Carlin Funeral Home in 
Erskine. Family also greeted 
friends for one hour prior to 
the service on Tuesday at the 
church. Arrangements were 
with the Carlin Funeral Home 
of Erskine and messages of 
condolence may be sent at 
www.carlinfuneral.com. 

Bennett Ray Hamre was 
born on November 26, 1939 
in Erskine, Minnesota to 
parents Bennie and Mabel 
Hamre. He was baptized and 
confirmed at Grace Lutheran 
Church and graduated from 
Erskine High School in 1957. 

Bennett was united in 
marriage to Janet Johnson of 
McIntosh on August 6, 1960. 
To this union, four children 
were born, Shawn, Kent, 
Heidi and Mandi. Bennett 
worked several jobs during 
his life. He owned and oper-
ated Bennett’s Mobil then 
Standard Station for many 
years which he sold and then 
worked for Leonard Rydell. 
He and Shawn then started a 

fish and bait business for sev-
eral years. Bennett ended up 
hauling tilapia fish to Toronto 
every week until he retired. 

He was a member of Grace 
Lutheran Church in Erskine, 
the Erskine Commercial Club, 
Erskine Fire Department, 
and was Mayor for several 
years. When he was younger, 
he enjoyed fishing and hunt-
ing, but his heart put a stop 
to that. He really enjoyed the 
Saturday night cards with the 
Strands. He loved his flowers 
every summer and, years ago, 
he had a huge garden. He also 
enjoyed feeding and watching 
the birds and deer in the yard.

He was very proud of his 
children and grandchildren 
and all they accomplished. He 
followed the kids and grand-
kids sports games. He even 
got so he liked hockey, even 
though we sat all wrapped up 
in blankets.

Bennett was the kindest, 
most loving man in the world. 
He was the best husband, 
dad, grandpa, brother, uncle 
and friend. He will truly be 
missed. 

Survivors include his wife 
and best friend, Janet, of Er-
skine; four children, Shawn 
(Ann) of Bismarck, ND, Kent 
(Angie) of Albertville, MN, 
Heidi (Eddie) Gose of Ven-
tura, CA, and Mandi (Ronnie) 
Lund of Thief River Falls, 
MN; grandchildren, Sara 
(Tog) Anderson, Troy Hamre, 
Brooke Hamre, Tori Hamre, 
Anthony Gose, Elizabeth 
Gose, Braydin Lund, and 
Keegan Lund; great grand-
children, Kenley, Jessa, and 
Brea Anderson; one brother, 
Don (Bev) Hamre of Erskine; 
two sisters, Marlys (Eivind) 
Lindseth of Page, ND and 
Elaine Olson of Cormorant, 
MN; and two sisters-in-law, 
Clara Hamre of Erskine and 
Shirley Hamre of Wadena, 
MN. Nieces, nephews and 
cousins also survive.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Bennie and 
Mabel Hamre; mother and 
father-in-law, Clifford and Lo-
rene Johnson; and brothers, 
Eugene, Byron, Leroy, and 
Sam; and sisters-in-law, Milly 
Hamre and Amy Hamre; and 
brother-in-law, Mitch Olson.
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The Minnesota Sharp-tailed 
Grouse Society (MSGS) invites 
all interested prairie grouse 
and habitat enthusiasts to join 
them for their Spring Fling on 
Saturday, April 6 at Lake Bron-
son State Park’s Visitor Center.  
This biannual event rotates 
around sharp-tailed grouse 
range in Minnesota and boasts 
an informative and fun day.  

MSGS, or “Team Firebird”, 
is dedicated to the management 
and restoration of sharp-tailed 
grouse for hunters and non-
hunters.  These unique native 
birds and their expansive grass-
land and brushland habitats 
which are dependent upon fire 
and other disturbances are 
declining.  As part of Minne-
sota’s heritage, and due to their 
benefits to outdoor recreation, 
local economies, and the aspen 
parkland and brushland ecosys-
tems they inhabit, “sharptail” 
are deserving of conservation. 

The Spring Fling will begin 
by gathering at the Karlstad 
Eagles parking lot at 6:30 am 
for an optional tour of savanna 
and brushland habitat manage-
ment sites and Carlson Prairie 
Seed Farm.  Activities at the 
Park start at 9:00 am with cof-
fee, muffins and visiting.  Inter-
esting information will fill the 
morning and early afternoon, 
including presentations on: the 
sharptail translocation project 
to Wisconsin; how landown-
ers can protect and enhance 
sharptail habitat; how Outdoor 
Heritage funds are making a 
difference on our public lands; 
habitat and population man-
agement for sharptail, elk, 
and other wildlife; Sharptails 
Plus of Manitoba; and Project 
Upland.  A delicious lunch by 
the MSGS Board will be served 

By: Kelly Shipp
SIOUX FALLS, S.D. – For 

just the second time in league 
history, two teams from The 
Summit League will be dancing 
in March as both South Dakota 
State and South Dakota have 
earned spots in the field of 64 in 
the NCAA Women's Basketball 
Tournament.

The South Dakota State 
Jackrabbits (26-6) earned The 
Summit League's automatic bid 
into the field by winning The 
Summit League tournament 
championship back on March 
12. The Jacks will be the No. 
6 seed and will face off against 
No. 11 Quinnipiac on Satur-
day, March 23 at 10 a.m. CT in 
Syracuse, N.Y. on the campus of 
Syracuse University. The game 
will be broadcast on ESPN2.

The University of South 
Dakota (28-5) earned an at-
large berth into the field of 64, 
becoming just the second school 

By Jeremy Hoeck jeremy.
hoeck@yankton.net

March 7, 2019
VERMILLION — Madison 

McKeever comes from a small 
town.

How small?
Erskine, Minnesota: Popula-

tion 400.
She went to a small school.
How small?
Win-E-Mac (comprised of 

four towns) has 430 students in 
Pre K-12 and McKeever’s gradu-
ating class had 36 students.

“And I had one of the bigger 
ones,” McKeever joked.

She truly is a small-town girl.
It’s not as though she jumped 

to a huge city (Vermillion has 
10,000 residents after all), but 
McKeever is now a starting 
guard on a Division I women’s 
basketball at South Dakota 
that has realistic aspirations 
of reaching the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

“It’s unbelievable and hard 
to imagine,” she said this week.

“Thinking I’m part of one of 
the top-25 teams. Thinking that 
we have a chance to get to the 
tournament and hopefully make 
a run, it’s crazy to think about.”

It was something she never 
envisioned.

Sure, McKeever helped her 
high school team win a state 
championship her sophomore 
season and she eventually be-
came one of that state’s all-time 
greats (she scored 3,298 points 
in high school), but Division I?

It didn’t seem possible, she 
said.

“It was crazy to even think I’d 
be playing for a Division I team,” 
McKeever added.

Everyone else likely had the 
same thought, as well.

Before McKeever signed with 
the Coyotes — a big event for 
her school and for Erskine — no 
other player at her high school 
had ever inked with a Division 
I program.

“For how small it is, I don’t 
think our community really 
understood what that meant,” 
McKeever said.

What McKeever did under-

stand from an early age, though, 
was that basketball was some-
thing she really enjoyed.

She would ride to school with 
her father, Kevin, who was the 
school’s principal. They would 
arrive at 7 a.m. every morning, 
and McKeever would spend that 
next hour in the gym. Then, for 
an hour after school, she’d back 
in the gym — as well as on the 
weekends.

“Luckily he had the keys to 
the school,” McKeever joked. “I 
didn’t have to call anyone up.”

As her career blossomed 
and she realized she’d like to — 
given the opportunity, of course 
— eventually play basketball in 
college, McKeever said she and 
her family came to a realization: 
She would have to be proactive 
in the recruiting process to get 
her name out there.

In short, she had to bring 
herself to the coaches, rather 
than vice versa.

“We didn’t have a lot of access 
to many trainers or even the 
media, so I had to go and travel 

South Dakota Junior Guard Madison McKeever calls out 
a play at the Sanford Coyote Sports Center in Vermillion, 
South Dakota. Photo by Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan.

McKeever Saw ‘Crazy’ Journey To D-I Hoops  

around,” McKeever said.
That travel included a 4.5-

hour drive every weekend to 
Minneapolis for practice with 
an AAU team (Minnesota Fury), 
and that team would then travel 
around the country to play in 
various summer tournaments.

McKeever eventually com-
mitted and later signed with 
USD, which was coached at the 
time by Amy Williams. When 
Dawn Plitzuweit was hired at 
USD in 2016, she and her assis-
tant coaches drove to meet McK-
eever, and spent time watching 
her high school and AAU video 
highlights.

Plitzuweit’s initial thoughts 
on McKeever?

“There are certain players 
who just have a different desire 
defensively, and she has that,” 
Plitzuweit said this week. “She 
has that light in her eyes and 
that fire in her belly.”

That’s how McKeever has 
become known in Vermillion: A 
pest for opposing guards.

Defense, she’ll tell you, has 

always been a passion — her 
823 steals in high school ranks 
second all-time in Minnesota.

“That was my main go-to,” 
McKeever said. “It’s always 
something I’ve been good at. 
“With my speed, it helps, and 
I’ve always liked pressuring the 
guards.”

It’s also one of the reasons 
Plitzuweit refers to McKeever 
as an “energy-giver” — she flies 
around and makes things hap-
pen on both ends of the court.

“Because of her size and 
versatility, she’s become a fan 
favorite with the way she plays 
and the way she carries herself,” 
Plitzuweit said. “She makes it 
really fun for our fans to jump 
on board.” 

During her freshman season 
(2016-17) at USD, McKeever 
was the top reserve for the Coy-
otes and was named the Summit 
League’s Sixth Woman of the 
Year. And then last season, she 
was selected to the all-confer-
ence honorable mention team.

McKeever has followed that 
up with a junior campaign this 
season in which she is averag-
ing 8.2 points, 3 rebounds, 1.9 
assists and 1.3 steals.

She and the Coyotes (26-4) 
— ranked No. 25 in one national 
poll was the No. 8 seed and faced 
off against No. 9 Clemson on 
Friday, March 22 at 6 p.m. CT in 
Starkville, M.S. on the campus 
of Mississippi State. South Da-
kota lost 79 to 66 on last Friday.   
While it’s unlikely that she’ll 
score 25 points or pull down 10 
rebounds, McKeever will likely 
again factor significantly in 
USD’s performance.

It’s what she’s brought to the 
table for the Coyotes since leav-
ing Erskine.

“I love her personality within 
all of it,” Plitzuweit said. “She 
has a very fun-loving, light-
hearted personality.

“When she lets that shine, 
it’s so much fun to watch her 
on the court be competitive and 
be loose.”

Follow @jhoeck on Twitter

Minnesota Sharp-tailed 
Grouse Society 
to Host Spring Fling

Coyotes in NCAA tournament

at noon.  The day will conclude 
with a membership meeting and 
fundraising in mid-afternoon, 
with all heading home to “roost” 
by 4 pm.     

Please check the MSGS 
website at www.sharptails.
org under “Events” for more 
specific agenda details.  RSVPs 
by March 29 are appreciated 
– simply e-mail or call Jodie 
Provost (jodie.provost@yahoo.
com, 218-838-3553).  Registra-
tion for the day is $20, payable 
at the door, and includes a shot 
gun raffle ticket (Legacy Sports 
International – Pointer 1000 
Field 20 gauge over/under with 
five chokes).   

To enjoy an early April morn-
ing of male sharptail dancing 
to attract mates, consider re-
serving a viewing blind.  Your 
closest blinds in northwest 
Minnesota are located in the 
Baudette Wildlife Area.  Call 
218-634-1705, ext. 222 to make 
a reservation and get instruc-
tions.  All viewing blind par-
ticipants will be entered into 
a drawing for an MSGS shirt.      

in league history to earn an 
at-large bid. The Yotes will be 
the No. 8 seed and will face off 
against No. 9 Clemson on Fri-
day, March 22 at 6 p.m. CT in 
Starkville, M.S. on the campus 
of Mississippi State. The game 
will be broadcast on ESPN2.

South Dakota State will 
be making its second straight 
NCAA Tournament appearance 
and ninth overall in the last 11 
seasons, the most in Summit 
League history. The Jacks' No. 6 
seed is the highest seed a Sum-
mit League squad has earned 
in the NCAA Tournament. The 
previous high was back in 2009 
when SDSU earned the No. 7 
seed and defeated No. 10 TCU, 
90-55. South Dakota State's, 
and The Summit League's, 
last NCAA Tournament vic-
tory came in 2016 when No. 
12 SDSU upset No. 5 Miami, 
74-71. The winner of SDSU and 
Quinnipiac will play either No. 

3 Syracuse or No. 14 Fordham 
on Monday, March 25.

South Dakota earned the No. 
8 seed in the 2019 NCAA Wom-
en's Basketball Tournament. 
The Yotes join the 1994 squad 
from Northern Illinois as the 
only schools from The Summit 
League, then the Mid-Continent 
Conference, to earn an at-large 
bid into the national tourna-
ment. USD is making its second 
NCAA Tournament appearance 
in school history. The Yotes first 
appearance came in 2014 as 
a No. 15 seed. This is just the 
second time in league history 

that a team has earned the No. 8 
seed, with the last No. 8 seed be-
ing SDSU in 2018. The winner 
of USD and Clemson will play 
either No. 1 Mississippi State or 
No. 16 Southern University on 
Sunday, March 24.
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