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The “50 mission cap” which 
belonged to Captain Oscar T. 
Hanson, is still in existence. Its 
cloth cover faded and worn, the 
eagle emblem slightly tarnished 
with age. A relic of years ago, of 
training flights over the warm 
skies of Texas, and deadly 
bomber missions over Europe. 
It is from another world of 
different values. Today, it sits 
gently in a special box, lined 
with tissue paper, preserved 
with great honor, to be taken 
out and shown at times, to a new 
generation of young people, who 
learn about the price of freedom.

Captain Oscar T. Hanson
Oscar Thorvald Hanson was 

born in the small town of Gully, 
Minnesota, on February 18, 
1918. He was the sixth child 
of nine brothers and sisters of 
Thomas and Clara Hanson. 
Growing up in the Great De-
pression of the 1930’s, Oscar 
and his siblings worked hard to 
help the family income to sur-
vive. After graduating from high 
school, he worked in the Civilian 
Conservation Corp until 1937, 
when he moved to Rochester, 
Minnesota. He worked as an 
orderly at the Kahler Hotel.

In the fall of 1937, Oscar be-
gan taking flying lessons at the 
Rochester airport, soloing after 
just eight hours of instruction. 
He was a natural flyer and in 
1940, he became a bush pilot in 
Juneau, Alaska. With the war in 
Europe beginning, he enlisted in 
the Royal Canadian Air Force in 
late 1940. He went through the 
standard RCAF flying course, 
flying Fleet Finches. Then in 
1941, he was assigned to No. 5 
Training School, at High River, 
instructing students in flying 
the DeHavilland Tiger Moth.

He met Clara Cooper, who 
worked at the base canteen. 
Her first airplane flight was 
with Oscar in one of the Tiger 
Moths from the base. Oscar and 
Clara were married on Febru-
ary 8th,1942, in High River at 
her parents home. In May of 
1942, Oscar transferred to the 
US Army Air Corp with the 
rank of 2nd Lieutenant. He was 
assigned as a flight instructor to 
Perrin Field, Texas, instructing 
students in the Vultee BT-13 
Valiant. By 1943, Oscar was 
becoming tired of instructing 
students, and was selected for 
training in Tennessee, learn-

ing to fly the Consolidated B-24 
Liberator.

After graduating, Oscar was 
assigned to the 34th Bomb 
Group, based at Blythe, Cali-
fornia. He was assigned his 
crew, and they would stay 
together from that point on. 
Being assigned to the 391st 
Squadron,they were listed at 
aircrew #65.

The 34th Bomb Group re-
ceived its overseas orders in 
March of 1944, to be assigned 
to the 8th Air Force in England. 
After flying across the southern 
ferry route to England, they 
arrived at their base in Mendle-
sham, England in April of 1944. 
After several weeks of flying and 
training in England, they were 
posted as an operational aircrew 
in late May.

Oscar and his crew flew 
their first mission on D-Day, 
June 6th, 1944. The next day, 
June 7th, they flew another 
mission to France. As the 34th 
Bomb Group was returning to 
their base at dusk, they were 
attacked by German night 
fighters and four of the bomb-
ers were shot down, including 
Oscar’s bomber. Oscar bailed 
out his crew, and with the help 
of the flight engineer, they flew 
north to another base at Eye, 
and crash landed the damaged 
bomber. They were later both 
awarded the Distinguish Flying 
Cross for saving the bomber.

The crew flew missions over 
France and Germany through-
out the summer. By this time, 
bomber crews had to complete 
thirty missions, instead of the 
former twenty five, before rotat-
ing back to the States. In late 
summer, the crew became a 
“lead crew” which meant lead-
ing the squadron or in some 
cases, the bomb group over the 
targets.

In September of 1944, the 
3rd Air Division, which included 
the 34th Bomb Group, switched 
to the Boeing B-17 Flying For-
tress. Missions were getting 
tougher and more demanding, 
with the biggest worry to the 
aircrews being flak. In the fall, 
the 8th Air Force began mak-
ing the oil plants their priority. 
Merseburg-Leipzig, Germany 
was becoming a dreaded target, 
due to the intense flak. By now, 
Oscar and his crew were feeling 
the stress of missions and then 
came the November 30 mission 

Memorial Service held
Recently, we had the honor and privilege to attend a memo-

rial service for my best friend's father who died in WWII in 
Germany. It was a moving service and left very few without 
tears in their eyes and a lump in their throat. 

With a backdrop of beautiful fall foliage and literally thou-
sands of granite markers denoting those who gave so much for 
this country, it was hard to believe this brave soldier gave his 
life over 70 years ago. After all those years, his widow (now 93), 
three sons, and remaining brother were able to   have a poignant 
closure and some answers to give them peace. 

The folding of the flag, taps and gun salute were a fitting 
end to a special memorial for an American hero. 

Oscar Hanson was from this area and was the uncle of Eva 
Lee Janssen of Gonvick.  The following article was a research 
paper of his nephew and relates the story of the Air Force hat.   

Lynda Handy Turenne, Clearbrook

to Merseburg, Germany.
A new co-pilot in the 391st 

Squadron, Lt. Bob DeLauriers, 
recalled, “Capt. Hanson came 
into the officers club the night 
before, quite agitated, which 
was unlike his character. He 
tossed his cap over to me, 
and walked out. Later, in the 
hut, I wanted to return it to him, 
but he just said, “Keep it!” I had 
high regards for him as he was 
very well liked in the squadron, 
so the next morning I wore it out 
to the plane. Storing it under my 
seat in our plane, we took off on 
the mission. It was a very bad 
mission due to the flak and just 
after the target, Capt. Hanson’s 
plane went right past us burn-
ing, when they went down. We 
arrived back at Mendlesham 
with over 240 flak holes in 
our aircraft, and there was a 
large flak hole just inches from 
Oscar’s cap. If he hadn’t tossed 
me the cap, it would have gone 
down with his plane. From then 
on, I considered it a “lucky” cap, 
and I wore it everywhere, in-
cluding my thirty five missions. 
I survived and stored it in my 
wife’s hat box where it’s been 
ever since 1945!” 

Conclusion To The Final 
Mission On November 30, 
1944

In my years of researching 
the final mission and with the 
most current information I have 

Captain Oscar T. Hanson with the cap that was worn by two airmen.

The Trails to Treatments Committee. Back Left to Right: Shirley Horien, Marc Horien, Melissa Galland, Steve 
Bierman, Stacy Bierman, Mardy Anderson, Sue Helm, Kristi Westlund and Barb Geer. Front: Ronnette Anderson and 
Tanya Peterson.

By Barb Geer
How do cancer patients say 

“Thank You” a quarter of a 
million ways? They just do! 
You can see the appreciation in 
their smiles, you can hear it in 
their words. In fact, that’s how 
Mardy Anderson, co-chair of 
the North Country Horsemen 
Saddle Club’s Trails to Treat-
ments (TTT) Committee began 
the program at the annual Ap-
preciation Supper last Friday 
evening, October 13th. The 
reading of thank you notes from 
some of the grant recipients set 
the tone as he announced that, 
as of October 17, 2017, TTT has 
approved 517 grants for a total 
of $252,100.00!

A quarter of a million dollars! 
What a landmark for TTT! The 
exciting news is that almost 
all of that money has gone 
to cancer patients within a 
six-county area right here in 

FOSSTON, Minn. (Oct. 30, 
2017) — U-Haul Company of 
Minnesota is pleased to an-
nounce that LePier Oil Co. 
has signed on as a U-Haul® 
neighborhood dealer to serve 
the Fosston community.

LePier Oil Co. at 320 E. 1st 
St. will offer U-Haul trucks, 
towing equipment, moving sup-
plies, boxes and in-store pick-up 
for boxes.

U-Haul Truck Share 24/7 
is now available at all U-Haul 
locations, enabling customers 
to access trucks and vans every 
hour of every day through the 
self-pick-up and self-return 
options on their uhaul.com ac-
count. An internet-connected 
mobile device with camera and 
GPS features is needed to take 
advantage of self-service.

Normal business hours are 
6:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday. 
After-hours drop-off is available 
for customer convenience. Re-
serve U-Haul products at this 
dealer location by calling (218) 
435-1040 or visiting https://
www.uhaul.com/Locations/
Truck-Rentals-near-Fosston-
MN-56542/050763/ today.

“THE CAP”

been able to obtain, I have tried 
to piece together what happened 
to the crew, rather that what we 
all thought happened over the 
years. There are so many factors 
that you have to put together, 
the whole mission, weather 
conditions, and the periods of 
flight time that have the final 
outcome. This is what I have 
come up with:

As the crew left the target 
around 1315 hours, they were 
hit by a barrage of German flak, 
(three to four flak guns firing 
at the same target, altitude, at 
the same time.) They usually 
aimed at the lead aircraft, this 
time being Oscar’s, who was 
leading the low squadron. Fly-
ing at 27,000 feet, the #2 engine 

was hit and began to burn. At 
the same time, Lt. Topping, 
(navigator) stated that a large 
piece of flak came up through 
the nose, blowing off the back 
of his seat, smashing the G-box 
and exiting through the top of 
the nose section.

If he had been in his seat, he 
would have been killed. That 
piece of flak would have had to 
come from under the right side 
of the nose, as the navigator’s 
table is on the left.

In the meantime, the waist 
section of the aircraft was struck 
by a flak burst, as Sgt. Brown 
(waist gunner) was struck in 

the forehead, knocking him 
groggy. As the #2 engine and 
wing began to burn, the pilots 
made a banking turn to the left 
and headed in a SW direction 
over the German countryside. 
They immediately began bail-
ing out the crew. The distance 
roughly between Halle, where 
they were hit, and Bad Kosen is 
about twenty five miles, which 
the time element would be any-
where from five, to maybe ten 
minutes. Sgt. Brown (tail gun-
ner), most likely bailed out the 
small escape hatch door under 
the right stabilizer. Lt. Topping 
(navigator), was pushed out by 
Lt. Lipscomb (bombardier), who 
then bailed out, followed by Sgt. 
Shull (flight engineer). When 
you look at the pattern of the 
locations where the crew mem-
bers were captured, it clearly 
shows the Sgt. Burton was 
probably the first one out, as he 
landed the furthest out. Next in 
location was Lt. Topping, then 
Lt. Lipscomb, and Sgt. Shull. A 
couple of minutes would have 
passed by the time Sgt. Brown 
(waist gunner), and Sgt. Simp-
son (radio operator), bailed out. 
Sgt. Brown stated that he was 
so groggy from the flak wound 
to his head that he never re-
called who pushed him out, but 
who ever it was, he stated that 
he owed his life to him. That 
probably would have been Sgt. 
Simpson, and Sgt. Brown was 
captured just NE of Bad Kosen. 
He and Sgt. Simpson possibly 
bailed out just before the B-17 
broke up after the left wing 
separated. I always thought 
that the other waist gunner, 
Sgt. Layton, bailed out also, but 
after reading the autopsy report 
on his remains, he was most 
likely dead or fatally wounded 
to bail out. (the autopsy report 
stated that he died from a major 
head wound and major abdomen 
wound). The B-17 had to have 
been badly damaged by flak, 
which would have weakened 
the aircraft. (The B-17 that flew 
behind Capt. Hanson’s B-17 
returned to Mendlesham with 
over 240 flak holes throughout 
the aircraft and every B-17 in 
Oscar’s formation had 80% ma-
jor flak damage). Sgt. Simpson 
was either wounded by flak 
and bailed out, or possibly shot 
after dropping by parachute 
as his autopsy report stated 

LePier Oil Co. Welcomes 
U-Haul Products to Its Lot

LePier Oil Co. partners Lar-
ry and Tami LePier are proud to 
team with the industry leader 
in do-it-yourself moving and 
self-storage to better meet the 
demands of Polk County.

U-Haul and LePier Oil Co. 
are striving to benefit the envi-
ronment through sustainability 
initiatives. Truck sharing is 
a core U-Haul sustainability 
business practice that allows 
individuals to access a fleet of 
trucks that is larger than what 
they could access on an indi-
vidual basis.

Every U-Haul truck placed 
in a community helps keep 19 
personally owned large-capacity 
vehicles, pickups, SUVs and 
vans off the road. Fewer ve-
hicles means less traffic con-
gestion, less pollution, less fuel 
burned and cleaner air.

LePier Oil Co. is a great 
place to become U-Haul Fa-
mous®. Take your picture in 
front of a U-Haul product, send 
it in and your face could land 
on the side of a U-Haul truck. 
Upload your photo through Ins-
tagram using #uhaulfamous, or 
go to www.uhaulfamous.com to 
submit photos and learn more.

Trails to Treatments Wraps Up Another Fundraising Year
northwestern Minnesota. Those 
counties include Polk, Red Lake, 
Pennington, Marshall, Kittson, 
and Roseau.

While grants have been paid 
out to cancer patients in more 
than 30 counties in five states, 
preference is given to patients 
who live in the area. So far, 
TTT has not had to turn down 
grant requests. That is thanks 
to people like you! As long as 
the money comes in, TTT will 
see that it is distributed to those 
in need.

87% of the grants went to 
patients in the six counties 
listed. Of the remaining 13%, 
from what was shared on appli-
cations from non-local counties, 
those grants have gone to people 
that discovered the TTT grant 
program through friends, fam-
ily, infusion centers and health 
care professionals.

TTT is a unique charity 

organization in that all work 
done, whether it be fundraising 
or the distribution of grants, is 
done on a volunteer basis. None 
of the money donated to TTT is 
spent on administrative costs. 
All money donated to TTT goes 
directly to cancer patients. Not 
many organizations can make 
that claim!

Fundraising for Trails to 
Treatments is no longer a once-
a-year event. It is no longer 
confined to the committee that 
oversees the fund. Over the past 
couple of years, fourteen teams 
have been formed throughout 
the area by people who believe in 
the cause and hold fundraisers 
throughout the year. The teams 
brought in a total of $42,977.54 
that counted toward the total 
from this year’s Labor Day 
Trails to Treatments Cancer 
Benefit and Ride.

With grant applications ever 

increasing, more and more mon-
ey is needed to meet those needs. 
At the Labor Day event, money 
was made from many activities, 
including a fun run, chili feed, 
karaoke contest, breakfast, 
lunch, rider registrations, root 
beer float sales, barbecued rib 
supper, rider donations, silent 
auction and live auction. There’s 
never a dull moment nor the 
lack of an opportunity to donate 
throughout the weekend!

Though the Ninth Annual 
Cancer Benefit and Ride was 
just completed, Trails to Treat-
ments is entering its seventh 
year of existence. Other chari-
ties were the beneficiaries in 
the early years of the ride. Each 
year, the dollar amount taken in 
has increased significantly. TTT 
committee members believe that 

Trails....
continued on page 2

“The Cap”....
continued on page 8
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Upcoming Brunch 
in Fosston

You and your friends are 
invited to the “Awesome 
Photos” Brunch on Wednes-
day, Nov. 15, 2017 at 9:30 
a.m. Brunch will be at New 
Journey Church, 505 9th St. 
NW, Fosston, MN.

Feature: Photos by Dean 
Vikan. Speaker and music: 
Milly Kelly from Rochester, 
MN sharing “Healing a 
Broken Heart”. 

Reservations due by Mon-
day, Monday, Nov. 13, 2017 
at 6:30 p.m. For reserva-
tions call Arlene 563-2085, 
Barbara 687-3431, Beverly 
776-3897, Andrea 694-2753, 
or Avis 935-5307.

Sponsored by Pine to 
Prairie Christian Women’s 
Connection Affiliated with 
Stonecroft Ministries.

WE MAKE BANNERS!
Great for that special event! Richards Publishing

Gonvick 487-5225

NEWS
Tri County Canary Area

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS COMING!
Oct. 15th - Dec. 7th for Medicare 

Nov. 1st - Jan. 14th for Individuals and Families

104 North Main 
PO Box 249 

Red Lake Falls, MN 56750

Please stop by or call us regarding the 
changes for 2018 and to review your options

EMILY KNUTSON 
Cell: 218-686-2081

SUE KNUTSON
Cell: 218-689-7680

218-253-2177 or 888-679-8869

Authorized independent agent/agency for Blue Cross® and Blue Shield® of Minnesota and Blue Plus®, nonprofit inependent licenses of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Your Local Medicare and 
Individual/Family Insurance Experts

R3
0-

33
C

Licensed Agents

R33-34NC

You are Invited to join us for a

Christmas Tea
at Country Faith Church

Saturday, December 2nd, at 6:30 pm

Join us for a cup of Christmas tea,
dessert and a delightful evening of music and sharing.

Tickets - $3   Pick up by November 19th

at the Church or by calling

Bev 218-209-1092 or Sheryll 218-766-1613
Ladies (1st grade and up) Welcome to attend

Valet Parking R32-33C

– Freewill offering –

O
32-33C

HUNTER’S BRUNCH

Sun.,
Nov. 12 

Brunch from 9:00 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Oklee 
Community Hall

The Oklee Lutheran Youth Group is hosting a

Menu: 
Eggs, sausage, 

pancakes, 
ham, juice & 

coffee

    Live Streaming 
Viking’s Game & 

Meat Raffle 

All proceeds go towards our trip to 
Houston next summer (June 23 - July 2)

Come out and Support Our Youth!

Everyone 
is

welcome

It’s a Wonderful Life
The Fosston Community Li-

brary Arts Association is excited 
to announce this year’s produc-
tion, “It’s a Wonderful Life”.

Based on the beloved 1946 
film, this musical faithfully fol-
lows George Bailey's life from 
his childhood dreams to his 
midlife disappointments and 
beyond, as we all take a journey 
to discover whether his life has 
mattered at all. Cinematically 
scored and theatrically staged, 
this adaptation breathes musi-
cal life into a familiar story, 
while retaining the warmth, 
humor, and pathos of the origi-
nal. A new holiday classic for 
devotees and newcomers alike.

Performance Dates: Thurs-
day, November 30-Saturday, 
December 3. Thursday-Satur-
day performances are at 7:00 
p.m. Sunday performance is at 
3:00 p.m.

Held at the Fosston Library 
Theater

*Tickets are NOT on sale just 
yet, but will be $10 for adults, 
$7 for children. 

Adapted by Keith Ferguson, 
Bruce Greer

Directed by Abby Pearson 
with music director Michelle 
Landsverk.

This activity is made pos-
sible by the voters of Minne-
sota through a grant from the 
Northwest Minnesota Arts 
Council, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

“Parents Forever” 
class offered in 
November

The next session of “Parents 
Forever” – a course for parents 
in divorce or separation transi-
tion is scheduled for Friday, No-
vember 17 from 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
and Saturday, November 18 
from 8:30 - 3:00 p.m..   Classes 
will be held at the Pennington 
County Courthouse Meeting 
Room in Thief River Falls.  
There is a minimum number 
of participants required to hold 
the class or it may be cancelled. 

When a mother and father 
divorce or separate and decide 
to not parent together in the 
same home, it is a major life 
change for all members of the 
family.  Each family member’s 
emotional, psychological, physi-
cal and financial well-being are 
impacted.  Children are often 
affected for years to come by 
decisions made by their parents 
during the divorce or separa-
tion process.  This course helps 
provide divorcing couples, those 
contemplating divorce, and 
those who are deciding to parent 
separately, with information 
that will help them make deci-
sions that minimize the stress 
of this transition time.

Topics included in the class 
series are:  Taking Care of Your-
self (such as dealing with anger, 
managing stress, finances and 
the legal issues of the transi-
tion), Taking Care of Your 
Children (What the children are 
experiencing, your relationship 
with your children, maintaining 
balance), Being Successful with 
Co-Parenting (what is co-par-
enting, communication skills, 
managing conflict, creating a 
parenting plan).  This course 
provides the requirements for 
divorcing couples, as mandated 
by the state court system.  It is 
also open to anyone interested 
in the topic.

For more information or to 
register for the course, call the 
Pennington County Extension 
Office, 683-7030. 

Clearwater Trail
Blazers meeting

The Clearwater Trail Blaz-
ers Snowmobile Club will be 
meeting in Leonard at the 
clubhouse on Monday, Novem-
ber 13, 2017. Trail work will be 
discussed.

is because of the promises made 
and kept, a good thing because 
the number of grant requests 
also keeps growing.

The grand total of money 
raised after expenses for the 
2017 Cancer Benefit and Ride 
came to $87,671.73, more than 
$28,000 above the 2016 total. In 
the past year, TTT has issued 
$88,200 in grant monies, up 
$24,000 from the previous year.

So, you can see that the need 
is there. Grants given exceeded 
the actual fundraiser. Donations 
and memorials make up the dif-
ference. If TTT continues on the 
same path of increase at an av-
erage of 29% per year, projected 
grant payments for the coming 
year will exceed $100,000. So, 
the fundraising continues.

But, fundraising for 2018 has 
already begun. At the Apprecia-
tion Supper, TTT was given a 
check from Penny Wars at the 
GMR School Middle River site, 
which brought in $564.24 in its 
“Day for Dan.” Dan, the custo-
dian at the school told the kids 
to give the money to Trails to 
Treatments. 

The second donation came 
from “Trash the Dress,” an 
event held annually in memory 
of Taylor Moen. The check pre-
sented by Taylor’s mom totaled 
$2879.00.

Though the Labor Day event 
is definitely the largest fund-
raiser of each year, more must 
be done to keep pace with the 
ever-increasing requests. Trails 
to Treatments is a non-profit 
organization whose mission is 
to assist those in need of fund-
ing during their treatment of 
cancer. Because most people 
are not fully prepared for the 
out of pocket expenses cancer 
treatment requires, grants are 
awarded by TTT to help defray 
those costs. Volunteers are dedi-
cated to the long term success 
of this grant program through 
ongoing donations and fund 
raising efforts.

Speakers at this year’s Can-
cer Tribute Ceremony were none 
other than Bruce and Carol Van 
Den Einde from Gardner, North 
Dakota. They are the founders 
of the Cowboy Up Ride Against 
Cancer in McCloud, North Da-
kota, with proceeds donated to 
the Roger Maris Cancer Center 
in Fargo, ND. It was this ride 
that drew members of the North 
Country Horsemen Saddle Club 
and eventually became the 

Trails....
continued from front

Kinsley Oslund, 
daughter of Andy and 
Lindsay Oslund, dressed 
up as a baseball player 
from the movie A League of 
Their Own for Halloween. 
She is pictured at the 
Grygla Elementary School 
carnival that was put on by 
teachers, Grygla businesses 
and volunteers.

Pumpkin Carving 
and Costume fun!

Pumpkin carver, Domanic Nordby, son of Donovan and 
Kassandra Nordby, of Grygla.

Veterans Day 
Supper Wednesday

VFW Post #2759 will have 
it’s potluck supper on Wednes-
day, Nov. 8 at 6:00 pm. in 
Lengby, MN.

Meeting to follow. All are 
welcome.

R3
3C

inspiration for Trails to Treat-
ments. 

It started off with Bruce’s 
dream to ride across the state 
of North Dakota for cancer. Dur-
ing the planning of that event 
it snowballed into a trail ride 
for cancer instead. (Note: They 
finally did do the ride across 
the state of ND last September, 
fulfilling their dream. It was 
called “The Journey for a Cure 
“with all the proceeds going back 
to the Cowboy Up Ride Against 
Cancer event.) 

No strangers to cancer, Carol 
has had pre-cancer cell on her 
uterus, which she had a two year 
struggle controlling. It required 
her having surgery every three 
months for about two years. She 
was referred on for the last two 
surgeries to the University of 
Minnesota, but was fortunate 
that it never made it to the final 
stages of cancer.  

The Cowboy Up Ride Against 
Cancer event started off as a 
trail ride that is approximately 
10-15 miles long depending on 
the year. It has brought in about 
200-350 horses on average for 
the ride, but on its best year it 
brought in almost 600 horses. It 
has grown into an all weekend 
event to include non-riders.

Mardy and Ronnette Ander-
son from the Middle River area 
had attended the Cowboy Up 
event that became the inspira-
tion for Trails to Treatments. 
They brought the concept home, 
and with the help of a dedicated 
committee, have grown the idea 
into what TTT has become to-
day. Committee members and 
their contact information are: 
Mardy Anderson 218-689-2063, 
Ronnette Anderson 218-689-
8154, Sue Helm 218-686-5244, 
Barb Geer 218-222-3502, Marc 
& Shirley Horien 218-686-4163, 
Steve & Stacy Bierman 218-
686-7074, Tanya Peterson 612-
913-1189, Melissa Galland 218-
686-4214 or Kristi Westlund 
218-686-7440.

Taste of Christmas
JOIN US for our 

2nd Annual Free Taste of Christmas event!
Come and enjoy homemade recipes from 

your neighbors and local businesses.
Sign up for door prizes

Find out about different traditions, and spend time 
talking with your friends, and best of all tasting!

Where: Erskine Community Center

When: November 18th

Time: 10:00am to 1:30pm

Sponsored by: Thriving Life Church

M
33-34C

PO Box 69
Oklee, MN 

56742
Security State Agency

Phone 218-796-5157

Rated “A+ Superior”
by Best’s

“Insuring Homes, Farms, Businesses & Autos”

www.lori.melby@ssboklee.com

Box 69 • Oklee, Minnesota 56742
PHONE 218-796-5157

“A Personable 
Company Keeping 

You on Course’’ Lori Melby

O14CO33C

AARP Smart Driver Course
in Oklee

RLCC High 
School Library
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Register at RLCC High: 218-796-5136 or 
RLCC Elementary: 218-465-4222

AARP Member: $15       Non-Member: $20

Saturday, 
November 

18th

O33C

THE Motor
Vehicle
Office
in FOSSTON

will be CLOSED
Thursday, Nov 9th & 

Friday, Nov 10th
R33C
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Facility Yard Operator – 
Polk County Incinerator

The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has an opening 
for a full-time Facility Yard Operator. Applicants must possess 
a high school diploma or equivalent and have three (3) years 
of experience operating various types of heavy equipment 
and be able to work in adverse site conditions and extreme 
environments. A valid MN driver’s license is required. A pre-
employment physical exam is required. Wage range for this 
position is $14.35- $18.24/hour, DOE and qualifications.  A 
full job description and application can be obtained online at 
http://www.co.polk.mn.us ‘Job Opportunities’ or by contacting 
the Polk County Administrator’s Office at 218-281-5408. Open 
until filled. EEO            M25-tfn

LAMINATING DONE from busi-
ness card size to letter size, while 
you wait. Richards Publishing Co., 
Gonvick.                                 Rtfc

Richards Pub. 
Services

THANK YOU CARDS at Richards 
Publishing, Gonvick. Call 218-487-
5225.                  R3tfc

Loader Operator I – 
Polk County Incinerator

The Polk County Incinerator in Fosston, MN has an open-
ing for a full-time Loader Operator I position.  This position 
operating heavy equipment to stock and feed municipal solid 
waste to the Materials Recovery Facility and the Incinerators.  
This position works rotating shifts. Applicants must possess a 
high school diploma or equivalent. Knowledge of and experience 
operating heavy equipment and high pressure steam systems 
is preferred.  A valid MN driver’s license is required.  A pre-
employment physical exam is required.  Wage range is $17.09-
21.73/hour, DOE and qualifications.  A full job description and 
application can be obtained online at http://www.co.polk.mn.us 
‘Job Opportunities’ or by contacting the Polk County Administra-
tor’s Office at 218-281-5408. Open until filled. EEO       M29TFC

Join our 5 Star Team
FULL- AND PART-TIME POSITIONS

If you are a 5 star person we would like to talk with you 
about a position as CNA; TMA; LPN; RN and join 

our team at Pioneer Memorial Care Center.
We have both Full-time and Part-time positions 

waiting for you.
~ APPLY ONLINE AT ~ 

www.pioneercarecenter.com
or email at 

pmcc@gvtel.com R30-33C

APPLY TODAY!  PERSONAL CARE 
ASSISTANT AND DIETARY COOK POSITIONS

R31-33C

CORNERSTONE RESIDENCE OF BAGLEY is accepting appli-
cations for Part-time and Full-time Personal Care Assistants 
and one Part-time Dietary cook position.  CNA’s 
welcome but not required. Paid training and $2.00 per hour 
overnight shift differential with competitive wage scale based on 
experience and interview.  We offer set schedules, PTO, 401K, 
and Health/Dental benefits. 

Questions about the positions may 
be directed to 

Junelle at 218-694-2701. Appli-
cations may be obtained at our 
facility, and are available on our 

website www.cornerstoneshc.com     A SOLID FOUNDATION IN HEALTHCARE

Real Estate
FOR SALE:  2-BR house, 2 bath, 
double garage, natural gas furnace, 
corner lot in Clearbrook, $53,500. 
Contact Tony Sunderland, 763-226-
5620 or 763-753-0166.	 R30-34P

3 bedroom, 1-1/2 baths, full unfinished basement, attached 
double garage with work space. Large corner lot. Clearbrook.

Call 218-368-1248 for details

HOUSE 
FOR 
SALE

R26tfc

BECKY
BOEHRNSEN

218-280-8477 Cell
218-435-6995 Office

becky1870@outlook.com
www.juverealestate.com

LOOKING TO
BUY OR SELL?

M
26-40C

– CALL –

Jackberry 
Apartment for Rent

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

367 1st Ave
Gonvick Minnesota
These One Bedroom 
Apartments Feature:

H On site Laundry
H Air conditioner Hook-Ups 

Available
H Affordable Rent some Utilities 

Included
H Off Street parking with Plug-Ins 

Available
H Rent Based on Annual income
H Seniors, Handicapped and 

Disabled Welcome
CALL TODAY

218-289-3138

R
19-tfc

For more information on MCAN ads call:
218-487-5225

SEEKING APPLICANTS
The Clearbrook-Gonvick School district is currently seeking 

applicants for a junior high boys basketball coaching position 
for the remainder of the 2016-17 season. Duties will include 
but are not limited to: teaching young players the fundamentals 
of the game of basketball, being present at all possible games 
and practices, and being a positive role model to young student/
athletes. Position will be open until filled. 

Applicants should submit a letter of interest and a resume to:                                    
Kyle Christianson
Activities Director - Clearbrook-Gonvick Schools                                                                                                              
16670 Clearwater Lk. Rd.                                                                                                                                
Clearbrook, MN 56634
or email info to:
kchristianson@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us      R32-33C

Help Wanted
Field Drainage of Brooks, 

MN a family owned and oper-
ated business is NOW HIR-
ING laborers.  We pay for 
motels, transportation and a 
per diem when on the road.

Must be able to work over-
time hours and be away from 
home during the week. We 
never work Sundays.

Call JESS or CINDY
 218-698-4628! 

 O
28-TFC

-C

HELP WANTED:
BODY SHOP TECH for as-

sembling, washing & cleaning 
trucks.

TIRE TECH to mount and dis-
mount tires and polish rims.

MUST have good work ethics. 
Benefit package including Vaca-
tion, Holiday and 401K with match.

To apply please call
LUCKEN’S and ask for Jeff at 

800-874-4107 or mail resume to 
PO Box 69, Winger, MN 56592 or 

email to jeff@luckentrucks.com
R31-34C
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www.sollie.net  

Fosston, MN
218-435-1525

www.sollie.net

NEW
LISTING!

#4267 - Huge Lot! Spa-
cious Home! Small Town! 
Little Price! Let the price 
lure you in, let the invit-
ing home set the hook, 
and what a catch this is! 
This spacious home with 
over 1,500 square feet 
features 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, fireplace, mud 
room, two decks and 
more. Call today for de-
tails to set a time to see 
this one.

R
33

C

The Good Samaritan Society-
Warren is looking to fill the 

following position:
• Staff Development Coordinator, LPN/RN
• Full-time Charge Nurse - RN/LPN (6pm-6:30am)–$1,000 Sign-on Bonus
• Full-time MDS Coordinator–$1,000 Sign-on Bonus
• Full-time Case Manager/ Charge Nurse-RN/LPN (6am-6:30pm)–$1,000 

Sign-on Bonus
• Full-time Certified Nursing Assistants–$1,000 Sign-on Bonus
• Non-Certified Nursing Assistants–$1,000 Sign-on Bonus
• Part-time Dietary Assistant (4-8PM)–$500 Sign-on Bonus
• Full-Time Cook/Dietary Aide–$500 Sign-on Bonus
• Full-time Housekeeping Assistant–$500 Sign-on Bonus
• PRN Housekeeping Position

Apply online at www.good-sam.com/warren
Apply by November 30th  to be eligible for bonuses!

Contact Carrie at 218-745-5282
All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to 

race, religion, color, national origin, gender (including 
pregnancy, gender identity, gender expression and 
sexual  orientation), genetic information, age, marital 
or familial status, disability, veteran status, or other 
protected status.     R33C

 
Polk County-Service Desk 

Technician
 

Polk County is seeking applicants for a full-time Service 
Desk Technician in the IS/IT department, performing a variety 
of communication, documentation, troubleshooting, installation, 
configuration, and end user education/training tasks related to 
multiple IT equipment and systems. Post-secondary education 
and specialized training required. Wage range: $21.58 - $27.43/
hour; DOE. Full job description and application can be obtained 
online at http://www.co.polk.mn.us ‘Job Opportunities’ or by 
contacting the Polk County Administrator’s Office at 218-281-
5408. Applications for this position will be received until 4:30 
p.m. on November 20thEEO                              M33-34C

OFFICE ASSISTANT OPENING
Clearbrook-Gonvick School District has a 10-month Office 

Assistant opening.  The job includes: assists as point of first 
contact to the school, answer phones and direct calls, reporting 
student data to the Department of Education; update courses 
for MCCC, assistant counselor in student scheduling and with 
State testing, update transcripts and student files, assists in 
the coordination Graduation (ordering of materials) and work 
as a team in in the District/School Office.  Prepare reports for 
School Board and Administration as needed.

This position is open until filled.
Send application material (letter, 3 references, and applica-

tion) to: 
Wayne Olson, Superintendent of Schools, 
Clearbrook-Gonvick Schools, 
16770 Clearwater Lake Road, 
Clearbrook, MN 56634.  

Email wolson@clearbrook-gonvick.k12.mn.us; 218-776-3112
Applications will be accepted until November 16, 2017 or 

until the position is filled.
ISD #2311 is an equal opportunity affirmative action employer 

and is in compliance with Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972.                                                    R33-34C

Are You Looking 
For A Rewarding 
Job With Good 
Pay And Great 

Hours?
Busing students for Clear-

brook-Gonvick School.
Stein Bus Service, LLC

Paid training available.

218-243-2629
R33-36C

WANTED:
OFFICE HELP

Must be good with comput-
ers and have good customer 
service.

Pay based on experience.
PEATLAND REDS
218-268-4034

R
33-34C

WANTED:
Over-the-road driver. Pay 

based on miles driven. Load-
ed or empty.

PEATLAND REDS
Call 218-686-9589

R
33-36C

R33C

New Home for the Holidays
at Summerfield!

Clean, comfortable apartments now available.  
Heat, Water, Sewer, Trash included in rent.  Washer 
& Dryer, Microwave, Dishwasher included in unit.  

CLEARBROOK – Summerfield 55+ - Safe!
Secure entrance, Spacious, Newly Carpeted
1 bedroom + den, 1 bathroom Apartment available NOW!  

ERSKINE – Cottages- serene surroundings!
1 bedroom, newly carpeted, READY for move in.
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom apartment available Now!

FOSSTON – Summerfield 55+ - Safe!
Secure entrance, Spacious, 
1 bedroom, 1 bathroom Apartment available NOW!  

Professionally managed by Greater Minnesota Management.
Call for your personal tour (800) 504-6093.

WANTED:
Part-time Route Driver

No CDL required.
Must be able to lift 50 lbs.
20 to 40 hrs. per week.
Delivery to local grocery 

stores. Home every night.

PEATLAND REDS
Call 218-268-4034 or

218-368-2320 R33-34C
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Advertise Your Dining 
Specials Here!

218-487-5225
R33C

Cornerstone Residence,                
an assisted living 

community downtown Fosston,
Accepts HUD Rental Reimbursement                                                          

for Studio Apartments

Cornerstone Residence of Fosston announces:  

“In order to meet the needs of the community and surrounding area, 
Cornerstone Residence is happy to announce that they will begin 

accepting HUD RENTAL REIMBURSEMENT for Studio apartments on 
August 1, 2016 for those individuals that qualify.” 

Applications for HUD reimbursement can be picked up at  Cornerstone 
Residence, 115 1st St. East, Fosston or at the HUD office in Mentor, MN.

Other payment sources for Assisted living apartments and services include: 
assistance though the County, Long term care Insurance and Private pay.

For more information to see if you 
qualify for financial assistance for 

assisted living apartments and services,                                                                            
call Nicole Harmon, Housing Manager, at

218-435-6333.

“Embrace a lifestyle of 
Comfort and Convenience”

R17tfc

Saturday, November 11th

Serving 5:30–7:30 pm

Walleye pike the way you like them!!

GONVICK 
AMERICAN LEGION

WALLEYE FISH FRY

R2C,R6C,R11C,R15C,R20C,R24C,R29C,R33C,R37C,R42C,R46C,R50C

R
33C

A Bad Moms 
Christmas

Rated: R
104 min.

Fri. 7 & 10
Sat. 1, 4, 7

& 10
Sun. 1, 4, 7

Mon. - Thurs. 7

Thor
Rated: PG-13

115 min.

Fri. 7 & 10
Sat. 1, 4, 7

& 10
Sun. 1, 4, 7

Mon. - Thurs. 7

–– opened THURS., NOV. 2 ––

–– opened TUES., OCT. 31 ––
S
I
D
E

2

WANT TO GET THE LATEST UPDATE & 
SPECIALS AT FALLS CINEMA?
JOIN OUR FREE TEXT CLUB. 

TEXT THE WORD CINEMA TO 62582.

UPCOMING MOVIES
NOV. 17:

Side 1: Thor
 Side 2: Justice League

S
I
D
E

1

487-5295

Monday: Taco Night   •   Tuesday: Pizza & Beer
 Wednesday: Rib Night
  Thursday: Chicken and Shrimp Alfredo
   Friday: Surf & Turf (Steak & Shrimp)
    Saturday: Prime Rib 
     Sunday: Home Cooked Meals (Comfort Food)

Sportsman’s Lodge, Pine Lake
R

32-tfc-C
 (33)

– SPECIALS –

Daily Lunch 
Specials 

Every Day!

Hey!
Deer 

Hunters!

54 #’s at $1000
– UP TO $1000 MAXIMUM –

Carol’s Cozy 
Bar & Grill

Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608

O
33

C

SPONSORED BY: 

The Mentor Firefighters 
Relief Association
Lawful gambling license 

#05817-003

NOV.
11,

2017SATURDAY  •  6:30 PM

GOODRIDGE LIQUOR STORE

R
33C

Fri.,
Nov. 10th

BLACKOUT
 in  60 #’s or less 

for $1000!at
6:30pm!

ANNUAL

Sun., Nov. 12th

Open at Noon 
for the VIKINGS GAME! 

Bloody Mary Special
& FREE CHILI!!

ANNUAL

Sat., Nov. 11th

with live music by customer favorite -

Eighth Hour!!

HUNTERS BALL

Sat., Nov. 11

TJ
’S

3RD

Annual

O
33

C

TJ’s
Tavern
of OKLEE

218-796-5153

MUSIC by DJ 
Party 

Revolution
8:00 to midnight

DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS
at 10:00 p.m.

including top prize of a
TRAIL CAMERA!

PARTY
SECOND WEEK OF 

DEER
CAMP

FREE FOOD
starting at 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 
11th

R32-33C

BROTHER’S DISCOUNT 
FURNITURE. We Sell All 
Styles of Mattresses. New 
Queen Sets starting at $199, Full 
Set $169, Twin $149, King $379. 
We Have Pillowtop, Double-
Sided, Eurotop, Memory Foam. 
Also Dressers At $159. We Are 
a Family Business Since 2012. 
Call 218-766-0064 and See Our 
Showroom. Delivery Available.

R32-36C

FOR SALE 
Four drawer fireproof file 

cabinet.  Good condition. 
$500.00 OBO.

Also used desks, chairs, 
copier, and other misc. items 
for sale. 

Please call.
Dave Stordahl, 

218-791-5127 or email: 
Stordahl@gvtel.com

M33-35C

(218) 268-4765
Dependable service & quality products
 Same day delivery available
  Basement & septic installation
   We deliver anywhere!

•Wash •Beach Sand •Class 5 Mod •Dec. Rock
•Peat •Black Dirt •Road Gravel •Rip Rap

In business since 
1974

Olson Gravel, Inc. &
Excavating

M
48-47C

Oklee Mini 
Storage

Downtown Main Street

Units Available
10 x 12 ft - $45
12 x 22 ft - $75

218-779-3005
218-796-5120

O
33-6C

O33C

COMING EVENTS:

HOURS:  M–SAT.: 8 A.M. - 1 A.M.   O   SUNDAY: 11:00 A.M. - MIDNIGHT
Kitchen now open until 10:00 p.m.

BBQ Ribs & Chicken
Walleye and 

Steak, Shrimp & Perch

– Weekend Special –

Taco Tuesday
Lunch & Dinner

Noon  –  5-8 pm

Wednesday Night
$5.00 Burger & Fries

Pork Chop Thursday
Lunch (noon) & Dinner (5-8pm)

Hunter’s Ball
MUSIC 9:00-1:00 am with “Wild Wes”

BINGO
KLUB with SIDE PORKTHURS.,

NOV. 16, 11 am

SAT., NOV. 116:30 PM ~ 54 #s

Thanksgiving weekend
Music by “Singing Cowboy”

Gun Raffle Drawing at midnight
BIRTHDAY PARTY

for Brandon Delange

Fri., Nov. 10

Gun Raffle Drawing

Sun., Nov. 12
WINE & WOOD PARTY

1:00 pm
Sign up at Hickory Backroads ... 218-487-5700

Carol’s Cozy
Bar & Grill

Brooks, MN  •  218-698-4608

Quality Construction Materials
• Building Materials Sales
• Windows & Window Treatments
• Paints & Painting Supplies

301 Lambert St  
Oklee, MN 56742

www.okleelumber.com
218-796-5131

ASK ABOUT OUR COMPLETE 
BUILDING PLANS SERVICES!

We’re glad to help you with 
any building problem you may have.

O2
TF

C

SHORTY’S PLACE, GULLY

R
33C

BAR BINGO & PADDLE WHEEL MEAT RAFFLE   BAR BINGO & PADDLE WHEEL MEAT RAFFLE
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PROGRESSIVE - BLACKOUT   60 #’s for $1,000

SMEAR
TOURNEY

every 
TUESDAY

at 7 pm

BAR BINGO & PADDLE 
WHEEL MEAT RAFFLE

License: 
#32290-001

SATURDAY, 
NOV. 11

– at – 

6:00 
pm PRIME RIB

–– 5:00–10:00 pm ––

FRI. & SAT. SPECIAL

FRI., NOV. 10
DEER HUNTER’S 

BALL
MUSIC 9-1 by “DMS”
with drawing at midnight

SPECIAL

R33C

Fri 11/10 – Thurs 11/16 

Fri   4:15  7:00  9:40
Sat   1:30  4:15  7:00  9:40
Sun   1:30  4:15  7:00
Mon-Thurs   4:15  7:00

$3 TUESDAY’S!!! 
Every Tues all day!

THOR: RAGNAROK
(PG-13)
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 In the fall of 1995 I went to 
an auction near Viking, Minne-
sota.  I was looking to start doing 
a little more farming than my A 
John Deere would handle. On 
the sale was a huge workhorse, 
a D21 Allis Chalmers.  You have 
heard me say over and over how 
much I like the big standard 
tread tractors, so this was right 
up my alley.  Of course, I was 
broke, but the banker gave me 
permission to try to make the 
purchase.  I stood out in the cold 
and low and behold I purchased 
the big D21. Having taught 
school in Viking a few years prior 
to this, I had a friend who lived 
down the road, so I drove it to 
his place and parked it until the 
next weekend.  

Finally the next weekend 
came and my dad went with 
me to pick it up. It was now 
colder and into the first week 
of November so the D21 did not 
want to fire up, so we pulled it.  
VAROOM!!  We had about a 
48 mile trek in front of us with 
no cab of course!!  Dad said he 
would take the first leg of the 
trip.  In true form for my dad, he 
was not dressed warm enough, 
so I offered to drive, but he said 
he would start out. It was a 
chilly day high in probably the 
teens above zero! Well, I offered 
a few times to take over, but dad 
kept driving to the Seven Clans 

Allis Chalmers D21
by Auctioneer Eric W. Mickelson

Casino south of TRF.  Finally he 
agreed to switch! Then I boarded 
my new purchase. You know how 
it is when you are excited about 
something new…….well, it was 
cold, but I didn’t mind driving 
the “new” Allis the rest of the 
way home.   

My son Heath gave the D21 
it’s nickname around here, “THE 
BIG ALLIS!”  It was big, huge 
compared to any other tractor 
on our farm!  One of the biggest 
projects it attacked was helping 
to plow and plant the portion of 
this farm that was put into CRP.  
We had 5 bottoms behind “THE 
BIG ALLIS”, and 5 bottoms be-
hind the 5010 John Deere, and a 
5 bottom semi-mounted plow be-
hind dad’s 4010.  Fifteen bottoms 
at a time! Maybe that doesn’t 
sound like much to you but, to 
a guys used to farming with an 
A John Deere, it seemed like we 
were really covering ground!

We fought a lot of mud…..I 
love plowing, in fact as I men-
tioned last week it is my favorite 
job, but, that was some tough 
plowing. Many times we pulled 
each other out!  

Allis Chalmers D series trac-
tors came out in 1957 with 
model D14. Later in 1957 the 
D17 made the scene. The D10 
and D12 came out in 1959.  Now 
Allis line of tractors we the D10, 
D12, D14, and the D17. Larger 

farmers needed a bigger trac-
tor so Allis Chalmers released 
the D19, in 1961. The D19 was 
available with a gas, propane, or 
diesel engine.  Finally, the D21 
came out in 1963, the first Allis 
Chalmers with over 100 hp.

I am a John Deere man and 
always will be, but that D21 
owes me nothing. What a big 
workhorse! I’ll never forget plow-
ing, and plowing, and fighting 
the mud. We had some tough 
moments, but, I’d head back out 
in a heartbeat to spend a few 
days on the D21 plowing with 
mom and dad!

How about a little tractor 
trivia!

1. T or F  In 1963 the D21 was 
the biggest row crop tractor in 
the industry.

2. The D21 has a ______ cyl-
inder engine.

A) 4   B) 6   C) 8   D) 10
3.  The D21 has ________  

forward gears and  _________  
reverse.

A) 8/2   B) 5/1   C) 6/1   D) 16/4
4. The D21 was rated to pull 

a  _______  bottom plow.
A) 5    B) 6    C) 7   D) 8
5.   In 1965, the D21 changed 

to the D21 Series II.  How many 
Series I tractors were built?

A) 3995   B) 2501   C) 1919    
D)  1129

Answers:   1.  T (Yes, some 
D21s were row crop models!)     
2.  B. 6 cyl.    3.  A. 4 forward/2 
reverse (it is a 4 speed with a 
hi/lo range)     4.   C. 7 bottoms      
5.  D. 1129

Theology in the Trenches
By Kathleen Kjolhaug

Greetings Little Brown Eyes
(Final reflections while work-

ing at Hogar de Vida, a chil-
dren’s home in Costa Rica)

The gritando (crying) begins. 
It commences full force in the 
early morn. Quiet spills round 
wrapping the screaming child in 
its arms as peace be still calms. 
Last night’s rain is still dripping 
from mango leaves, reflecting 
shades of deep green covering 
campus.

Birds echo all around and 
can still be heard above the 
cries. The cries, like part of na-
ture’s chorus, rise as in prayer. 
Voice welcomes the day like 
echoes of mercy, whispers of 
love. This is their story, this 
is their song…praising their 
Savior, all the day long. 

Arched palm branches bridge 
the gap house to house…home 
to home. Bowing majestically a 
canopy of coverage beckons…
come to the quiet. Pain seers, 
but it no longer lingers. It has 
pierced His hands, feet, sides…
it need not crucify. He died once 
and for all. The theology of the 

cross allows us to take Him at 
His Word…live it…put it on…
wear it. For what good is faith if 
we merely name it, know it, but 
do not pick it up and put it on?

Cleansing to clean from all 
unrighteousness is what He 
does, has done, and will contin-
ue to do. No longer remember-
ing our sins as far as the east is 
from the west…therefore, who 
am I to dig them up? How free-
ing it is to breathe in brand new 
the daily joy poured out. It rains 
as He reigns, and so it goes.

Shirk off the slumber as I 
awaken my child…is what He 
whispers. And the children 
awaken as that which has car-
ried them to this place not only 
rouses, but lifts. The caregiv-
ers have been given this call-
ing. They lift. Those who have 
laid down their lives to serve 
the children truly become His 
hands and feet as they gather 
the children. 

It’s a beautiful thing this 
calling. To be grounded is sa-
cred. Grounded in His Word, 
grounded and poured out, 
grounded and sifted through 

His fingers with love makes for 
a worthy calling. How majestic 
is His name.

“Into His hands I commend 
my Spirit” (Luke 23:46) is lived 
out as “not my will but Thy will” 
(Luke 22:42) bridges those who 
partake…until He comes again. 

The workers in the field, 
on the compound, within the 
street, and right around the cor-
ner breathe life into the children 
so they might live. Perhaps the 
workers live out this call while 
going home each night to their 
own family nearby. Perhaps 
they will live out this call by 
walking several miles daily to 
the compound on which the 
children live. Perhaps they 
are called far from their native 
homeland to carry out the duty 
of loving in order to help build a 
foundation strong enough from 
which the children may one day 
launch. Regardless, they are 
called and they come.

The children, in turn, be-
cause they have been lifted up, 
will one day be able to lift up.

“For such a time as this…” 
(Esther 4:14).  Amen.

Ask a Trooper
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow Minnesota State Patrol

Q u e s -
tion: Driv-
ing yester-
day I no-

ticed at least 10 freshly dead 
deer on the side of the highway. 
What are the traffic related 
requirements when someone col-
lides with a deer, and what are 
the game related requirements 
with killing a deer? Is it legal to 
take the deer home?

Answer: This time of year, 
we see an increase in vehicle vs 
deer crashes.  If you are involved 
in a vehicle vs deer/large animal 
crash, call 911 to report if there 
are any occupant injuries, your 
vehicle is disabled, your vehicle 
or the animal is in the lane of 
traffic, or if the animal has been 
injured enough that it is unable 
to run away. Law enforcement 
will be dispatched to your loca-
tion to assist.

The Minnesota State Patrol 
does issue permits for road-kill 
deer generally right at the time 
of the crash or soon after. Any 
Minnesota resident may claim 
a road-killed animal by contact-

ing a law enforcement officer. 
An authorization permit can be 
issued, allowing the individual 
to lawfully possess the animal. 

Here are some tips to avoid 
deer crashes:

• Drive at safe speeds and 
always be buckled up.

• Be especially cautious from 
6 to 9 p.m., when deer are most 
active.

• Use high beams as much 
as possible at night, especially 
in deer-active areas.

• Motorists: don’t swerve 
to avoid a deer. Swerving can 
cause motorists to lose control 
and travel off the road or into 
oncoming traffic.

• Watch for the reflection 
of deer eyes and for deer sil-
houettes on the shoulder of the 
road. If anything looks slightly 
suspicious, slow down.

• Slowdown in areas known 
to have a large deer population 
— such as areas where roads 
divide agricultural fields from 
forest land; and whenever in 
forested areas between dusk 
and dawn. 

• Deer do unpredictable 
things — they stop in the middle 
of the road when crossing; cross 
and quickly re-cross back; and 
move toward an approaching 
vehicle. Blow horn to urge deer 
to leave the road. 

• If a deer is struck but not 
killed by a vehicle, keep a dis-
tance as deer may recover and 
move on. If a deer does not move 
on, or poses a public safety risk, 
report the incident to a DNR 
conservation officer or other 
local law enforcement agency. 

• Avoid all distractions while 
driving.

A portion of state statutes 
were used with permission from 
the Office of the Revisor of Stat-
utes. If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related laws 
or issues in Minnesota, send 
your questions to Trp. Jesse 
Grabow – Minnesota State Pa-
trol at 1000 Highway 10 West, 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  
(You can follow him on Twitter 
@MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, 
jesse.grabow@state.mn.us).

Plowing in 2011 with the “BIG ALLIS”
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CARLSON
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES
• Free Estimates
• Service Calls • Bucket Truck	• 
Commercial & Residential
   Wiring
Full-line of electrical products 

available
Call us: 218-687-AMPS (2677) 

or Email: cesi@gvtel.com
EXPERIENCED, QUALITY INSTALLS 

& GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE

R
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Household
FLOORING SALE:  In-stock as low 
as 67¢ sq. ft.; In-stock vinyls as low 
as 78¢ sq. ft.; In-stock laminates as 
low as $1.69 sq. ft. FREE estimates. 
Installation available. Mireault’s 
Home Furnishings, Fosston, MN, 
218-435-6171 or 800-545-6171. 
M3tfc-C

FOR SALE:  Sectional couch. Tan. 
Call 218-556-6944.        R45tfc-NC
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NESS GRANITE WORKS
3 miles N. on Hwy 59, Detroit Lakes, MN

 800-309-5191 • www.nessgraniteworks.com

BUY THIS MONUMENT
$895.00

Order 
Now For 
Delivery 
Before 
Winter.

Buy Factory 
Direct!

Avoid Funeral 
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Services held for 
Roberta Reck

Roberta “Robbie” Reck, age 
62, of Fosston, MN, passed 
away on Tuesday, October 
31st, at Essentia Hospital in 
Fosston surrounded by her 
loving family. A celebration of 
her life was held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, November 4th, 
at Kingo Lutheran Church 
in Fosston with the Rev. John 
Ragan officiating. Interment 
in Landsverk Cemetery, ru-
ral Fosston. Arrangements 
were with the Carlin Funeral 
Home of Fosston and messag-
es of condolence may be sent 
at www.carlinfuneral.com. 

Roberta Jean Roysland 
was born on January 26, 
1955 in Fort Ord, California 
where her father, Robert, 
and her mother, Mary Sinjem 
Roysland, were stationed. She 
attended first grade through 
fifth grade at Erskine El-
ementary and grades six 
through twelve at Fosston 
Public Schools, graduating 
from Fosston High School in 
1973.

Robbie attended Moorhead 
State University and graduat-
ed in 1977 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Elementary 
Education with a certificate 
for teaching Kindergarten 
and a minor in health educa-
tion. She taught summer mi-
grant school in Moorhead, and 
held elementary teaching jobs 
at Stephen, Minnesota, West 
Fargo, North Dakota, and 
Underwood, North Dakota. 

She volunteered at Moor-
head Public Schools, includ-
ing as Room Mother, as a 

member of Parent Advisory 
Council, Superintendent Ad-
visory Council and Special 
Needs Advisory Council. She 
also was Co-Chair for the first 
Clay County Vision Loss Sup-
port Group for three years.

She was a member of Kingo 
Lutheran Church in Fosston 
and past member of Augus-
tana Lutheran Church in Un-
derwood and Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Moor-
head. At Kingo Lutheran, 
she enjoyed singing in the 
Senior Choir and co-teaching 
Sunday School music. Vaca-
tion Bible School and Sunday 
School teaching were enjoyed 
by Robbie at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran. 

Robbie was married on 
July 7, 1979 at Kingo Luther-
an Church. She received the 
joy of her life on October 12, 
1984, when her adopted son, 
Eric, was born. Eric passed 
away on January 3, 2007. She 
loved four dogs, the last two 
of which were rescues.  She 
enjoyed nature, the oceans, 
the Gulf of Mexico, the Ev-
erglades, and the beautiful 
redwoods of California. Her 
favorite nature spots were the 
Minnesota grain fields, lakes, 
and wooded areas. Laughter 
was shared with her mom, 
creating silk and pine cone 
creations. Robbie also enjoyed 
all kinds of music. She attend-
ed many musicals, including 
The Lion King on Broadway 
which was her favorite. 

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Bob Roysland; 
sister, Pat Roysland; son, Eric 
Reck; grandparents, Emma 
and Orlando Sinjem and 
Halvor and Thora Roysland; 
uncle, “Skip” Roysland; aunts, 
Patricia Sinjem and Kay Nel-
son; and cousin, Jack Nelson.

She is survived by her 
mother, Mary Roysland of 
Fosston, MN; brother, Mike 
(Kim) Roysland of Fosston; 
niece, Kelly (Eric) Roysland 
Curry and their son, Brekken, 
of Minneapolis, MN; nephew, 
Josh Roysland of Fosston; 
aunt, Bernice Roysland of 
Fergus Falls, MN; and her 
former husband, George Reck 
of Aurora, MN; as well as 
other relatives.

Services held for 
Jerome F. Dufault

Jerome F. “Jerry” Dufault, 
84, of Grand Forks, ND, was 
called home to the Lord on 
Oct 30, 2017, at his home 
surrounded by his loving wife 
and family.

Jerome Francis Dufault 
was born January 29, 1933, 
in Oklee, MN, to Joseph and 
Anna (Regimbal) Dufault. He 
was raised in Oklee with his 
four sisters and two brothers, 
graduating from high school 
there. He spent much of the 
free time in his youth working 
at the Oklee Theater which 
his father owned and oper-
ated. Jerry earned a degree 
in Pharmacy in 1954 at his 
beloved North Dakota Agri-
cultural College (now NDSU). 

Jerry met his future wife, 
Jane Gibeau, in his home-
town of Oklee where they 
briefly dated before she and 
her family moved to South 
Milwaukee, WI, and Jerry 
went on to college at NDSU. 
Jerry traveled to Milwaukee 
the summer of 1953 to be 
with Jane, and, after some 
convincing and a persuasive 
letter, the two were wed on 
June 26, 1954. After gradua-
tion from college, 
Jerry served with 
the U.S. Air Force 
until he was dis-
charged as a 1st 
Lieutenant in 1957. He and 
Jane traveled around the 
country while he was in the 
service spending most of the 
time in California. After dis-
charge, they settled in Grand 
Forks where they raised their 
family of six children.

Jerry had a long and suc-
cessful career as a pharma-
cist spending 33 years as 
the Director of Pharmacy at 
Deaconess and then United 
Hospital of Grand Forks (now 
Altru). He retired in 1992 
after which he and Jane took 
time to travel around the 
country. He served as Exalted 
Ruler of the Grand Forks Elks 
Lodge #255 and as President 
of the North Dakota Pharma-
ceutical Association (NDPA). 
Jerry and Jane are long-time 

Services for
Orvin Grundyson

Orvin Grundyson, age 
88, of Rural McIntosh, MN, 
passed away on Sunday, No-
vember 5th, at Essentia First 
Care Living Center in Foss-
ton, MN. Memorial services 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, November 11th, 
at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in McIntosh with 
the Rev. Gordon Syverson 
officiating. Interment will be 
in Sand Hill Lutheran Cem-
etery, rural Fosston. Family 
will greet friends for one hour 
prior to the service on Satur-
day at the church. Military 
honors will be provided by the 
National Guard Honors Team 
and arrangements are with 
the Carlin Funeral Home, 
serving McIntosh. Messages 
of condolence may be sent at 
www.carlinfuneral.com.

Orvin Truman Grundyson 
was born on October 11, 1929 
in Sletten Township, Minne-
sota to parents Olaf O. and 
Amalia Ekre Grundyson. He 
was baptized and confirmed 
at Sand Hill Lutheran Church 
and attended school through 
the eighth grade at the Lone 
Tree country school. He then 
went to McIntosh High School 
where he graduated in 1947. 
After high school, he attended 
Bemidji Business College. 

Orvin worked on his uncle, 
Ingmar Grundyson’s, farm 

Services for
Alan Woods

Alan Earl Woods, 55, of 
Oklee, MN passed away on 
October 30, 2017 at Essentia 
Health Hospital in Fosston, 
MN.

Funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, November 
11, 2017 at 11 a.m. at Zion Lu-
theran Church in Oklee, MN

Memorial service will be 
held on Friday, November 10, 
2017 at 5 p.m. at the Com-
munity Hall in Oklee, MN. 
Potluck to follow.

Alan was born on Septem-
ber 24, 1962 at Thief River 
Falls, MN to parents Earl 
and Myrtle Woods. He grew 
up and went to school in 
Oklee, MN and was baptized 
and confirmed at Clearwater 
Lutheran Church in Oklee, 

Death Notice for 
Diane Paulin

Diane Fay Paulin, 65, of 
Bagley, MN died on Novem-
ber 4, 2017 at her home in 
Bagley, Minnesota. 

As per Diane’s wishes, 
there will be no funeral servic-
es. A Celebration of Life at a 
later date will be announced.  
The Cease Family Funeral 
Home of Bagley assisted the 
family with arrangements. 

Diane was born on Septem-
ber 24, 1952 at Clearbrook, 
Minnesota the daughter of 
Adolf and Olga (Neslund) 
Landmark.  Diane attended 
in Bagley Elementary School 
and graduated from Clear-
book High School in 1970.  

members of Holy Family 
Catholic Church where he 
served on the Pastoral Coun-
cil, the Finance Committee, 
and as a lifetime member of 
the Knights of Columbus. 
Jane and Jerry attended daily 
Mass which was followed by 
coffee with a group of close 
friends. Holy Family served 
as a cornerstone for the fam-
ily, and Jerry was able to 
watch generations of his fam-
ily be baptized, grow up, and 
get married at the church. 

Jerry and Jane spent 
22 winters in Donna, TX, 
where they could escape the 
Midwestern cold and Jerry 
could enjoy golfing with their 
snowbird friends. Jerry was 
a proud Bison Alumni and 
enjoyed watching them domi-
nate the football field on fall 
Saturday afternoons. Jerry 
was an avid gardener and 
could be found in the garden 
on any given summer after-
noon picking the fruits of his 
labor to share with family and 
friends.  Some of Jerry’s hap-
piest moments in the last few 
months were spent with any 
of his 12 great grandbabies or 
17 grandchildren - numbers 
he was happy to share with 
anyone he met! He enjoyed 63 
years of marriage with Jane 
and never took for granted 
the life and family they built 
together. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Jane, Grand Forks; children, 
LeAnn Powers, Round Rock, 
TX; Randy (Laurene) Dufault, 
Eagan, MN; Greg (Brenda) 
Dufault , Grand Forks, ND; 
Tim (Jan) Dufault, Minneton-
ka, MN; Annette (Jim) Hovey, 
New Rockford, ND; and Pam 
(Mark) Johnson, Moorhead, 
MN;  17 grandchildren; 12 
great grandchildren; brother, 
Larry (MaryLou) Dufault, 
New London, NH; and sister, 
Irene (Vince) Cahill, Burns-
ville, MN.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, three sisters; 
Margaret, Bette, and Eleanor, 
and brother Richard.

Mass of Christian Burial 
was held Thursday, Novem-
ber 2nd at 2:00 PM at Holy 
Family Catholic Church of 
Grand Forks. Interment at 
Calvary South Cemetery of 
Grand Forks Friday, Novem-
ber 3rd at 11:00 AM. In lieu 
of flowers, memorials are pre-
ferred to the Dufault Family 
Scholarship Fund, c/o Catho-
lic Development Foundation, 
5201 Bishops Blvd. A., Fargo, 
ND 58104. The Dufault Fam-
ily Scholarship Fund was 
established by the family to 
help financially-challenged 
students with tuition at Holy 
Family/St. Mary’s Catholic 
School. Online guest registry 
available at www.amundson-
funeralhome.com.

and then went to Montana 
and worked for Bert Haagen-
son on his farm. In 
1950, he worked 
for a farmer near 
Hallock, Minne-
sota. He entered 
the United States Air Force 
in April of 1951 and was sta-
tioned throughout the States 
during the Korean War. He 
received his honorable dis-
charge in 1954 and returned 
home to farm at the home 
farm in Sletten Township. 

Orvin was united in mar-
riage to Adeline Flatland of 
Trail, Minnesota on October 
14, 1961 at Sand Valley Lu-
theran Church in Trail. After 
their marriage, they lived and 
farmed on the home farm. 
Adeline passed away in 1995. 
He continued to live at home 
until just recently when he 
moved to Essentia First Care 
Living Center in Fosston. 

He was a member of Sand 
Hill Lutheran before its clos-
ing and was currently a mem-
ber of Our Savior’s Lutheran 
in McIntosh. He was also 
a member of the Tangen-
Walstrom American Legion 
Post #114 of Fosston. He 
enjoyed going to the casino, 
visiting with friends, and, in 
his younger years, he liked 
to fish. 

Survivors include his 
brother, Melford Grundyson 
of McIntosh; nieces, Melanie 
(Mark) Olinger of St. Cloud, 
MN, and Catie (John) Morley 
of Florida; nephews, Perry 
Grundyson of McIntosh and 
David (Renee) Hudrlik of Cal-
ifornia; and one grand niece 
and several grand nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Adeline; his par-
ents; sister, Harriet Hudrlik; 
sister-in-law, Delores Grun-
dyson; and niece, Elizabeth 
Tendick. 

Honorary Pallbearers: All 
of Orvin’s family and friends

Active Pallbearers: Gene 
Haugom, Gary Sonstelie, Per-
ry Grundyson, Mark Olinger 
and Mike Grandbois.

MN. Then he went to the tech 
school in Thief River Falls 
and graduated with a degree 
in mechanics in 1982. Alan 
ran a mechanic shop in both 
Cass Lake and Oklee. He also 
owned his own sand blasting 
company. He then went to 
work at Erskine Manufactur-
ing until he hurt his back and 
was unable to work again. 

Alan was married to Di-
ane Hanson in August of 
1993 then later divorced. He 
resided in Oklee, MN with 
his mom.

In his early years, he loved 
working on cars, running 
demo derbies, traveling on his 
motorcycle and hunting. He 
loved being with friends and 
family and was such a giving 
and caring man.

Alan is survived by his 
mother- Myrtle Woods, spe-
cial father figure- Ordean 
Nelson, sisters- Shirley Jen-
sen, Sharon (Doug) Rhoades, 
sister in law- Myra Woods. 
Nieces & Nephews- Thomas 
(Kimberley) Jensen, Eric 
Jensen, Mindy Johnson, Jack 
Sr. (Tracy) Lee, Kay (Harold) 
Rhoades, Marcia Adkins, 
Shawn Carlson, Toni (Mitch) 
Silverthorn, Jenny (Mike) 
Bohlmann, John Jr. (Ashley) 
Woods; Several great nieces 
and nephews and special 
friends.

He is preceded in death by 
his dad- Earl Woods and his 
brother- John Woods Sr.

While growing up, her family 
had Dairy Cows and she was 
very active in 4-H.  showing 
her cow at the Minnesota 
State Fairs for many years.  
After graduation, she moved 
to Detroit, Michigan and lived 
there for 20 years.  While 
living there she worked at a 
bank as a bookkeeper.  Diane 
moved back to Clearbrook in 
1992 and worked at Thrifty 
White, formerly Pratt Phar-
macy.  Diane married Rick 
Paulin on May 23, 2009 at 
Lake Itasca, Minnesota.  In 
2014, Diane had to retire due 
to medical reasons.  She loved 
to putz in her flower garden, 
fish and go for 4-wheeler 
rides.  Diane enjoyed going to 
the casino and making lefse.   

She is survived by her 
husband – Rick Paulin of 
Bagley, MN

Mother-in-law – Sandy 
Smith of Lake Itasca, MN

Father-in-law – Roger 
Smith of Lake Itasca, MN

Brother – Merle (Valerie) 
Landmark of Milwaukee, WI

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her brother 
– Gerald, her sister – Linda 
and her step-father – Elmer 
Syverson. 

Messages of condolence 
may be sent to ceasefuneral-
home.com

Death Notice for 
Keith Danks

Keith Danks, 
age 81, of Erskine, 
MN, passed away 
unexpectedly on Sat-

urday, November 4th, at his 
home. Funeral arrangements 
are pending at this time with 
the Carlin Funeral Home of 
Erskine. Messages of condo-
lence may be sent at www.
carlinfuneral.com. 

Death Notice for 
Palma Higdem

Palma Higdem, age 
93, of Fosston, MN, 
formerly of Winger, 
MN, died Saturday, 
November 4, 2017, 
at Essentia Long Term 
Care in Fosston, MN.

A Funeral service will be 
held at 11:00am on Thursday, 

November 9, 2017, at Calvary 
Lutheran Church, Winger, MN.  
Visitation will take place one 
hour prior to the service. Burial 
will be in the Sandhill Luther-
an Cemetery, rural Winger.  

Arrangements entrusted 
to Anderson Family Funeral 
Home in Mahnomen.

Online website: www.ander-
sonfamilyfh@arvig.net

John’s Cross Lake 
Auto Body

39473 365th St SE, Fosston, MN 56542
Phone/Fax: 218-435-1365

• Repair  • Refinish  • Glass
• Replace  • Insurance  • Frame
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Walker, MN (November 3, 
2017) – Organizers of the 39th 
Annual International Eelpout 
Festival are proud to announce 
the festival will remain on Leech 
Lake in Walker Minnesota and 
is set for February 22-25, 2018.

After fielding interest from 
the City of Bemidji, Eelpout 
organizers were enticed by a 
new proposal from Chase on the 
Lake Resort to keep the festival 
in Walker Bay.  The arrange-
ment includes leveraging the 
expertise of the resort’s third-
party service provider, Leisure 
Hotels & Resorts, to further 
improve operational manage-
ment, planning, personnel and 
daily facilitation of the event.

“We are committed to further 
nurturing our collaboration 
with the business leaders, resi-
dents and municipalities here 
in Walker,” says Jared Olson, 
Owner of the Eelpout Festival. 
“After investigating all options, 
we felt were feasible to ensure 
the growth and sustainability 
of the event, we concluded that 
staying in Walker is in the best 
interest of the festival and the 
nearly 12,000 people who attend 
every year.”

Leisure Hotels & Resorts will 
provide additional staff, opera-
tional strategies and resources 

for the festival. “We’ll bring on 
an external operations team to 
manage the planning, sponsor-
ship and day-to-day operations 
of the event,” says Jamie Tatge, 
President and COO of Leisure 
Hotels & Resorts.  “We will also 
continue to execute and grow 
the many other proactive im-
provements established over the 
past few years while attempting 
to create a new standard for how 
the festival is run.”

For 38 years, The Eelpout 
Festival has provided a much-
needed outlet during the long 
winter for the more than 12,000 
participants who descend on 
Walker, Minn. (pop. 1,069). The 
revelry and gamesmanship that 
ensues has drawn the curiosity 
of countless reporters and media 
over the years including na-
tional coverage from big-hitters 
like the Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno and Animal Planet. The 
Eelpout Festival’s Polar Pout 
Plunge has also raised hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for the 
Walker Community Center.

39th Annual International 
Eelpout Festival Stays on 
Leech Lake in Walker
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Minnesota – Students and 
teams from across the state 
earned honors in the Minnesota 
State High School Clay Target 
League's (MNSHSCTL) 2017 
fall season which wrapped up 
competition on October 28th. 

“We are proud to congratu-
late all of the award winners 
for their success this fall.” said 
Jim Sable, Executive Director 
of the MNSHSCTL. Overall, 40 
schools and 120 students won 
conference awards in the 2017 
Fall League.

T h e  M N S H S C T L  F a l l 
League offering is open to high 
school teams that competed in 
the 2017 Spring League. The 
fall competition is three weeks 
shorter than the in the spring, 

Students Take Home Honors in 
Minnesota State High School Clay Target League Fall Season

and there is no final tourna-
ment to end the season. “The 
Fall League is a way for high 
schools to continue offering clay 
target shooting as an activity 
for those students that don't 
participate in other fall sports.” 
MNSHSCTL Vice-President 
John Nelson said. “Providing a 
safe and fun outdoor activity for 
students keeps them involved 
in school, and can help improve 
overall classroom engagement.”

The Minnesota State High 
School Clay Target League at-
tracts student athletes to par-
ticipate in shooting sports while 
creating a “virtual” competi-
tion among high school teams 
throughout Minnesota. Family 
travel is minimal because prac-

bagleymotorsports.com
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PARTS, SERVICE 
& ACCESSORIES

DEER HUNTERS:
It matters where you
drop your deer hide!

Don’t be fooled by other signs, donate to where 
it matters. Look for the orange drop box sign. Your 
local chapter funds: Scholarships for area youth 
camps, Outdoor magazine in local schools. Helps 
fund local High School Trap League. Remove in-
vasive species and provide seed for your wildlife 
food plots. Consider joining us as a member of your 
local chapter.

Locations:
Cenex Station, Brooks; 

Shorty’s Bar, Gully; Oklee 
Elevator, Oklee; Land O Lakes 

Creamery, Plummer; Kruse 
Inn, St. Hilaire.

We appreciate your donation!

Together we make a 
difference!

O33-34C

WILLBERG’S 
Auto CenterW

405 Central St. W (Hwy 2 W)
Bagley, MN 56621

218-694-6231

REMOTE
ASTROSTART

Why get into a frosted, 
cold vehicle, when 

you can use Astrostart 
instead?!
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And so have our deals!!!

that he died of a major head 
wound. The pilots stayed with 
the aircraft, so the crew could 
bail out, so that is probably 
why they never had the chance 
to bail out themselves. When 
the wing separated from the 
fuselage, the aircraft would 
have gone down at this point, 
twisting apart and breaking 
into three sections. The tail sec-
tion, including the waist, would 
have probably broke apart just 
behind the radio room position. 
Sgt. Layton’s body may have 
been thrown out at that time, 
landing somewhere NE of Bad 
Kosen, as that section came 
down in that part of town. The 
main part of the fuselage (mid-
section of fuselage and right 
wing) came down in the center 
of Bad Kosen. The nose section 
landed on the SW section of Bad 
Kosen, with two engines in the 
main street. Capt. Hanson and 
Lt. Keirn’s bodies were located 
in a field across the road from 
where the front section landed. 
Comparing autopsy reports 
stated that Capt. Hanson, Lt. 
Keirn, and Sgt. Layton’s re-
mains all had the same major 
injuries showing that they were 
thrown from the aircraft and 
killed on impact. Being that 
the four airmen were buried 
together at Schulpforte, showed 
that Sgt. Simpson and Sgt. 
Layton’s bodies were closer to 
Bad Kosen rather than SE of 
Naumburg, where the surviving 
crew members were captured. 
That also shows that Sgt. Brown 
and Sgt. Simpson bailed out a 
few minutes after the other crew 
members bailed out.

It was always thought that 
the four airmen were caught 
and hung by German civilians, 
but thanks to all of the new 
information and records made 
available, it changes the out-
come of what really happened.

Unfortunately, the surviv-
ing crew members have passed 
away, along with members 

“The Cap”.... continued from front________________________________________________________________________
of the 34th Bomb Group who 
knew these men, and older 
family members, all of whom 
were never able to find out the 
final outcome of the events of 
November 30, 1944.

Discovering The 
“50 Mission Cap”
One afternoon in the summer 

of 2010, I typed in, “Captain 
Oscar T. Hanson - B-17 Pilot” 
on the computer, which brought 
up some listings. Scrolling 
down, I came across a notice 
regarding an article written in 
the LaMeza, California news-
paper. It covered local World 
War II veterans for the upcom-
ing Veterans Day. The notice 
that caught my attention was, 
“I have Captain Oscar Han-
son’s cap given to me the night 
before he was shot down over 
Merseburg.” I noticed that the 
article had been written five 
years earlier, but with the help 
of my wife, Bonnie, we began 
the search. I assumed that 
the person interviewed had 
by now passed away, but she 
located him listed as still living 
in LaMesa, California.

I called that evening, not 
knowing what to expect. When 
the man answered my call, I 
gave him my name and told 
him that Captain Oscar Han-
son was my uncle. He quickly 
replied, “I’ve been waiting a long 
time, hoping that someone from 
your family might see the ar-
ticle!” His name was Mr. Robert 
DesLauriers, and he did indeed, 
have my uncle’s “50 mission 
cap”. He briefly told me about 
himself, and how he got the cap. 
Many questions were asked and 
answered in our conversation 
that night. We exchanged ad-
dress and telephone numbers, 
and he offered to send me a 
photograph of the cap.

A few months later, Oscar’s 
oldest son, Jerry and his wife 
visited Robert DesLauriers at 
his home in LaMeza, California. 

Mr. DesLauriers invited me to 
visit him, so in June of 2011, I 
flew down to LaMeza, and spent 
three days with him. We covered 
everything about his flying with 
the 34th Bomb Group, as a 20 
yr. old co-pilot and his associa-
tion with Oscar. I couldn’t get 
over the deep respect that he 
still had for my uncle, after all 
these years. Robert DesLauriers 
survived the war to become one 
of California’s leading archi-
tects. I had a chance to put the 
cap on, while I was there. It was 
truly a “50 mission cap”, as it 
had gone on Oscar’s training 
flights in 1943, thru all of his 
flying, and most of his combat 
missions in 1944.

Starting with the November 
30 mission to Merseburg, it 
went on all of Robert DesLauri-
ers thirty five combat missions, 
and survived. This contact with 
him was the beginning friend-
ship between Robert DesLauri-
ers and myself over the last few 
years. Over the years, whenever 
he was asked to speak of his 
wartime years at different oc-
casions and events, he always 
centered it around “Capt. Han-
son’s cap”. He was always 
eager to educate the younger 
generation on the “price of 
freedom” and what it meant to 
him. Our friendship lasted until 
November 4th, 2013, when Rob-
ert DesLauriers passed away. It 
was because of this friendship 
with me that he requested in his 
will, that “Capt. Hanson’s cap”, 
be left to me.

On January of 2014, the spe-
cial box arrived, from his son, 
Craig DesLauriers. The faded 
cap was carefully packed, along 
with another gift from the past, 
a set of Robert DesLaurier’s 
pilot wings.

Because the “50 mission 
cap”, had two owners, Capt. 
Oscar Hanson and Lt. Robert 
DesLauriers, the cap and the 
wings will remain together, as 
they have all these years in the 
original box since 1946.

The remains of Capt. Oscar 
Hanson, Lt. Roy Keirn, Sgt. 
George Simpson and Sgt. Law-
rence Layton were taken to the 
church cemetery in the village 
of Schulpforte, about five miles 
from Bad Kosen and buried. 
The four airmen remained there 
until American forces arrived on 
April 15, 1945. The Germans 
showed them the graves, each 
marked with a white wooded 
cross. The 606th QM Graves 
Registration soldiers arrived 
and on April 24th 1945, the bod-
ies were transported to the U.S. 
Military Cemetery at Bruena, 
Germany, where autopsies were 
conducted for identification. On 
August 8th, 1945, the remains 
of the four airmen were moved 
to the U.S. Military Cemetery 
at Margraten, Holland. Further 
autopsies were conducted and 
the four were interned there 
until 1949. While there, Dutch 
families adopted graves of the 
U.S. servicemen, and Oscar’s 
grave was adopted and cared 
for by members of the Boyon 
family. In a letter to Oscar’s 
mother, dated August of 1946, 
they wrote, “It takes about an 
hour by train from our village of 
Heerlan, to Margraten. We visit 

the grave two times a month, 
and we like to put flowers on 
the grave of someone who has 
given his life, to liberate us. We, 
and all Libburg people appreci-
ate it very much. It’s the least 
thing we can do is take care of 
the grave.”

Capt. Oscar Hanson’s re-
mains were removed in 1949, 
and shipped to Antwerp, Bel-
gium.

Arriving in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, he was interned 
on August 18, 1949 at the U.S. 
Military Cemetery at Ft. Snel-
ling, Minneapolis, Minnesota, at 
Block 24, Grave 14098, where 
they remain today. 

Jim Hanson
nephew to Oscar Hanson
October, 2017

 Jaidyn Solberg, age 12, shot her first deer on opening 
morning and got this 8 point buck! She lives in Shevlin 
but was hunting near Pine Lake on her Grandpa Dave 
Gedde's property. Jaidyn’s parents are Joe and Sarah 
Hinrichs of Shevlin, and Kyle Solberg and Courtney Evans 
of Greenbush.

Lori Wolden of Wadena has been hunting deer with her husband, Wayne, and their 
children on their land north of Gully, Minnesota for 25 years but has never shot one 
quite big enough for the wall...until opening morning at 8:20. She had watched two bucks 
from her stand and then saw this big 9 point, 200 pound buck step out onto the harvested 
soybean field almost 400 yards away. It disappeared into the brush only to run by her at 
223 yards. She yelled it to a stop and then put one through the engine room with her 30-
06.  “This one is definitely going on the wall”, says Lori!

tices and competitions are con-
ducted at a shooting range near 
the school’s location. Confer-
ences are determined by team 
size rather than geographic 
location for fair competition. 
Athletes earn True Team® 
scoring points as determined by 
their performance and ranking 
against all athlete scores within 
their team's conference. The 
team score and overall stand-
ing are calculated by adding 
the earned points from qualify-
ing athletes and posted on the 
MNSHSCTL’s website. Athletes 
and their families track their 
individual and team perfor-
mance on their phone, tablet 
or computer via the Shooter 
Performance Tracker®.

The Minnesota State High 
School Clay Target League is an 
affiliate of the USA High School 
Clay Target League, a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization. 
The League is an independent 
provider of shooting sports 
as an extracurricular co-ed 
and adaptive activity for high 
schools and students in grades 
6 through 12. The organization’s 
priorities are safety, fun, and 
marksmanship – in that order. 
Each student is required to 
pass a comprehensive firearm 
safety education course prior to 
participation.  Nationwide, over 
20,000 students representing 
over 600 school-approved teams 
participate in the League.
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